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What the World Thinks About Tomorrow:
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By: Stylianos Syropoulos &
Kyle Fiore Law

The Conversation

People often prioritize the well-be-
ing of family, friends and neighbors,
as they feel a closeness emotionally
and share the same temporal con-
text. But they overlook how people
born decades or centuries from now
may suffer as a result of today’s
failures to address major global
risks such as climate change, future
pandemics and unregulated artificial
intelligence.

Our new research, published in
the British Journal of Social Psy-
chology, shows that brief, low-cost
psychological interventions can help
individuals adopt a more expansive
moral perspective to include future
generations.

We conducted three online stud-
ies with over 8,700 participants to
examine whether prompting people
to consider the long-term conse-
quences of their actions could shift
moral priorities beyond the present.

In one of two interventions, par-
ticipants imagined themselves serv-
ing on a government committee
responsible for protecting future
generations. Their task was to en-
sure that new legislation accounted
not only for immediate needs but
also for long-term impacts; they
were asked to write a speech com-
municating these goals to the Ameri-
can public. This exercise highlighted
institutional responsibility and the
role of collective action across time.

In the second intervention, partici-
pants engaged with a more personal
thought experiment adapted from
philosopher William MacAskill’s
book “What We Owe the Future,”
which explores our moral responsi-
bility toward humanity’s long-term
future.

Here, they read a scenario about a
hiker who comes across broken glass
on a remote trail — glass that may
one day injure an unknown child.
Should the hiker clean it up, even
though no one is watching and the
child may not appear for decades?
After reflecting on this story, partici-
pants were asked to write about what
they themselves could do to help
make the future better for others.

Moral concern for both inter-
vention and control participants was
assessed using the Moral Expansive-
ness Scale. We asked participants to
rate how much moral concern they
felt for a wide range of issues. These
included concern for future genera-
tions, alongside family and friends,
strangers, marginalized groups such
as LGBTQ+ people, animals and the
natural environment.

Why it matters

Although these exercises differed,
one emphasizing collective respon-
sibility and the other individual,
both led to the same outcome: Par-
ticipants randomly assigned to an
intervention condition expressed
significantly greater moral concern
for future generations than those
assigned to a control condition who
completed neither exercise.

This effect held across cultural

contexts and across six diverse coun-
tries — the U.S., Argentina, South
Africa, the Philippines, the U.K. and
Australia — and persisted even when
participants were required to make
trade-offs in a zero-sum version of
the Moral Expansiveness Scale. In
this version of the task, they dis-
tributed a fixed number of “moral
concern points” across competing
groups, compelling them to weigh
the moral importance of future gen-
erations against that of present-day
entities like family members, strang-
ers, nature and others.

What’s especially intriguing, how-
ever, is that the elevated concern for
future generations among interven-
tion participants did not come at the
expense of concern for other socially
distant entities or those viewed as
marginalized.

What changed was how par-
ticipants prioritized their moral
concern: They placed slightly less
emphasis on family and friends —
groups that people typically prioritize
most, even when they may be least in
need of moral protection.

In contrast, concern increased for
distant others, both living today and
in the future.

What’s next

This perspective, encouraged by
the interventions, could perhaps help
lay the groundwork for more durable
public support for addressing long-
term challenges.

In future work, we hope to ex-
plore whether these interventions
can inspire real-world action. This
could include increased support for

climate policies, voting for leaders
who prioritize long-term investments
like sustainable infrastructure and
pandemic preparedness, or donating
to causes that benefit future genera-
tions.

But how might these interventions
be integrated into everyday life? One
promising approach is to embed
them into settings where such reflec-
tions already occur, such as schools,
civic education programs or public
awareness campaigns.

To assess their real-world poten-
tial, we plan to examine the durabil-
ity of these effects. We want to see
whether deploying them in such
contexts can meaningfully inspire
long-term shifts in attitudes and -
importantly — behavior.

For example, brief storytelling ex-
ercises or classroom role-plays, like
imagining oneself as a future-focused
policymaker, could be incorporated
into high school or college curricula
to shape students’ values, goals and
even career trajectories. Similarly,
community workshops, online me-
dia or social campaigns could adapt
these scenarios to foster long-term
thinking in broader populations.

When people reflect on how their
actions today shape the future, they
may be more likely to back solu-
tions to present-day issues like pov-
erty and inequality, knowing these
problems can have ripple effects for
generations to come. They may also
become more motivated to confront
emerging risks, such as unregulated
artificial intelligence or future pan-
demics, before those risks escalate.

GOP Cuts to Food Assistance Would Hit Rural
America Especially Hard & Increase Insecurity

NC Newsline—People in Marsha
Keene’s community are already
struggling to cover the basics.

Most of the clients Keene serves at
the Susanna Wesley Family Learn-
ing Center in southeast Missouri
are working but still rely on federal
food assistance to keep up with ever-
increasing costs.

The center provides a domestic
violence shelter, parenting educa-
tion and summer camps to strug-
gling families stretched thin by
living expenses. Keene, the center’s
CEO, worries about how her clients
can absorb significant cuts to food
stamps, officially called the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram, or SNAP.

“T don’t see communities just be-
ing able to absorb that need,” she
said. “I don’t know what the impact
is going to be yet, but I cannot imag-
ine that it’s going to be good.”

Billions in cuts to federal food as-
sistance are looming as part of the
One Big Beautiful Bill Act, a major
tax and spending package that would
slash federal spending on domestic
programs to extend tax cuts passed
during President Donald Trump’s
first term. U.S. House Republicans
passed the package in a 215-214 vote,
and it’s now before the Senate.

Cuts to SNAP would affect resi-
dents of every state in all types of
communities, but advocates fear
the fallout could especially hit rural
people, who are more dependent on
food stamps, the largest anti-hunger

program in the nation.

The legislation that passed the
House would cut food assistance by
an estimated $300 billion, accord-
ing to the left-leaning Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities. One
key provision of the bill would ex-
pand work requirements to include
people between 55 and 64 years old
and those with children aged 7 or
older. It would also tighten rules for
counties with high unemployment
rates.

Together, the changes would re-
move more than 3 million Americans
from the program in an average
month, reducing spending by more
than $92 billion over 10 years, ac-
cording to an analysis by the nonpar-
tisan Congressional Budget Office.

The legislation will likely face
changes in Senate negotiations. The
measure was endorsed in a letter

signed by 20 of the nation’s 27 Re-
publican governors.

A greater share of rural residents
currently rely on SNAP than those
in metropolitan areas, according to
the Food Research & Action Center,
a nonprofit focusing on hunger and
health among the impoverished. Ru-
ral hunger is already on the rise and
grocery stores face an uphill battle to
keep going in the most isolated parts
of the country.

In her corner of Missouri, Keene
said, limited job opportunities leave
many workers struggling to cover
housing and grocery bills. Nearly a
quarter of residents live below the
poverty line in Mississippi County —
almost double the state and national
averages.

She recalled her own recent trip to
the grocery store, where high prices
caused her to forgo items on her list

such as orange juice and meat. “And
I have a pretty good job,” she said.

“The SNAP cuts are definitely go-
ing to make an impact because we
already have hungry kids.”

The National Grocers Association
has opposed the potential cuts, say-
ing SNAP provides not only critical
food, but also meaningful boosts to
local employment and economies.
The organization, which represents
retail and wholesale grocers, said
cuts will particularly hurt indepen-
dent and rural stores.

“Cutting SNAP would harm the
most vulnerable Americans and
threaten the viability of commu-
nity grocery stores that are depended
upon by their local economies and
neighborhoods,” the association said
in a May statement.

Facing competitive pressures from
online retailers and big-box stores
with lower prices, rural grocery
stores are already struggling to re-
main viable.

But deep cuts to SNAP would have
an uneven impact on rural stores.

For Kay Voss, the cuts would be
catastrophic at her Stratton Country
Market in southwest Nebraska. She
estimates 40% of sales are paid for
with SNAP.

“TI'd probably close the doors,” she
said.

That’s a possibility with or without
federal changes: Struggling to turn
a profit in the town of about 340
people, Voss said the market likely
won’t last much longer.

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CARO.NEWS

A Sweeping Child Welfare And
Foster Care Bill Wins NC Senate

An expansive bill overhauling the child welfare system that aims to in-
crease stability for children in foster care won approval from a Senate com-
mittee on Thursday.

House Bill 612 provides for increased oversight of local child welfare of-
fice decisions by the state Department of Health and Human Services. It sets
out timeframes for court hearings on plans to move children in foster care to
permanent homes. Courts would be allowed to authorize post-adoption con-
tact agreements between biological and adoptive parents.

Legislators have discussed comprehensive changes to child welfare and
foster care laws for years.

“It’s a long time coming,” Rep. Allen Chesser (R-Nash), one of the bill
sponsors, told the Senate Health Committee during a Wednesday hearing. “I
think it’s one of the most bipartisan issues we have.”

When they discussed the bill Wednesday, the Senate committee members
heard concerns from a lawyer and adoptive parents that the bill would dis-
courage infant adoptions.

The bill gives a biological father up to three months after a child’s birth,
when he is not married to the child’s mother, to acknowledge paternity or
attempt to form a relationship with the child before his parental rights are
terminated. If a possible father finds out that a woman has fraudulently con-
cealed her pregnancy or a child’s birth, he would have up to 30 days after find-
ing out to acknowledge paternity before his parental rights are terminated.

Governor Stein Promotes Safe Gun
Storage During NC S.A.EE. Week

Last week Governor Josh Stein joined Deputy Secretary William Lassiter,
Elizabeth City Police Chief Eddie Graham Jr, and gun safety proponents to
highlight NC S.A.F.E.’s (Secure All Firearms Effectively) Week of Action and
call for safe firearm storage.

“Firearms are the leading cause of injury-related death for children in
the state, and too many of those tragic deaths are entirely preventable,”
said Governor Josh Stein. “We must use every tool at our disposal to keep
children safe and promote responsible gun ownership — we need folks lock-
ing up their guns, using a gun safe, and talking about the risks of loose fire-
arms.”

“North Carolina’s S.A.F.E. Week of Action is a Department of Public Safe-
ty initiative that aims to share the importance of safe gun storage through
partnerships, outreach, and community events,” said Deputy Secretary Wil-
liam Lassiter. “S.A.F.E. Week highlights the importance of using safe storage
devices and preventing firearm-related injuries, violence, and theft. This is a
key ingredient in making every North Carolina community safer.”

“As a medical professional, I see too many preventable gun injuries and
deaths in the emergency room,” said Eric Toschlog, Medical Director for
Trauma, ECU Health Medical Center. “Keeping firearms in a secure place is
imperative to keeping children safe and avoiding preventable deaths.”

Guns are the leading cause of death for children in North Carolina, with
99 firearm related deaths and 525 emergency department visits in 2023
for children and teens aged 1-17. In total, there were 1,797 firearm-related
deaths and 4,008 firearm related emergency department visits in North
Carolina in 2023. Improperly stored firearms are also commonly stolen from
vehicles and are then frequently used to commit crimes; North Carolina saw
431 vehicle gun thefts in 2023.

Governor Stein is committed to building a safer, stronger North Carolina.
To reduce gun violence and needless tragedy, Governor Stein proposed more
than $2.3 million to promote safe storage in his 2025-2027 budget proposal.
In addition, Governor Stein is calling for enhancing law enforcement re-
cruitment and retention efforts by raising salaries for state law enforcement
officers and providing bonuses for new Basic Law Enforcment Training
(BLET) graduates. Stein’s budget also includes a Fentanyl Control Unit dedi-
cated to getting this deadly poison off the streets, a Cold Case Unit to close
unresolved cases of sexual assault, and upgraded safety features at schools,
including more cameras, fences for playgrounds, and exterior locks to keep

students and teachers safe.

HOUSE JUDICIARY PANEL APPROVES CONTROVERSIAL
CONCEALED WEAPONS BILL

NC Newsline—The North Carolina House Judiciary 2 Committee voted
6-5 along party lines Tuesday to pass a bill to allow the permitless carry of
concealed firearms, one of the most controversial topics of the current legis-
lative session.

Senate Bill 50, “Freedom to Carry NC,” would allow individuals who are
U.S. citizens, at least 18 years of age, and not otherwise prohibited by law, to
carry concealed weapons without applying for a permit.

It’s backed by Republican leadership and would make North Carolina the
3oth state to approve of so-called “constitutional carry.” Having previously
cleared the Senate, the bill now proceeds to the House Rules Committee for
further consideration.

Though the Judiciary 2 Committee has only 10 members — six Republi-
cans and four Democrats — House Minority Leader Robert Reives II (D-Cha-
tham, Randolph) took the unusual step of using his position as a committee
“floater” to attend the meeting and narrow the margin.

“Nine states have allowed constitutional carry at age 18, North Carolina
would be the 10th that this bill became law,” primary sponsor Rep. Danny
Britt (R-Hoke, Robeson, Scotland) said.

One amendment to the legislation increases the public safety employee
death benefit to $150,000.

Another calls for the University of North Carolina Board of Governors to
develop a scholarship program for any child of a law enforcement officer,
correctional officer, or first responder who is permanently and totally dis-
abled as a result of a traumatic injury sustained in the line of duty. These
scholarships would be available for children between the ages of 17 and 28.
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World'’s Larest Muhammad
Ali Statue Unveiled In Maine

LEWISTON, Maine — A 10-foot bronze statue of boxing legend Muham-
mad Ali—the largest in the world—was unveiled Saturday, May 31, in down-
town Lewiston, Maine, near the site of the famous 1965 rematch between
Ali and Sonny Liston. The event was attended by community members, city
officials, organizers, as well as Governor Janet Mills.

Created by Philadelphia sculptor Zenos Frudakis, the statue commemo-
rates not only the anniversary of the historic bout, but also stands as a sym-
bol of resilience for a city still recovering from the 2023 mass shooting that
killed 18 people.

“This sculpture reflects Ali’s grace, strength, and moral courage,” said Fru-
dakis. “He was a true original—a man who stood firm in his convictions and
inspired the world through his words and actions as much as his fists.”

The statue is installed at the entrance to Bates Mill No. 5 at 10 Mill St.,
near the Androscoggin River’s Auburn Bridge, where more than 32,000 ve-
hicles pass daily.

Lewiston artist Charlie Hewitt, who co-initiated the project with architect
and developer Tom Platz, emphasized the monument’s symbol of resilience,
transformation, and dignity.

“Ali didn’t win every round but he got up and fought every round — and
that’s how he became arguably the best athlete of the 20th century,” said
Hewitt. “The people of Lewiston get up every morning and fight every round
for their families and their communities. They will not be knocked down.
That is what we celebrate.”

Platz, who attended the 1965 fight as a seventh grader, spearheaded the
fundraising efforts through private donations.

“Ali was a major part of Lewiston’s history,” he said. “This statue cel-
ebrates our roots in diversity, immigration, and resilience. There’s no better
time to honor that.”

In remarks made during the unveiling, Lewiston City Administrator Bryan
Kaenrath said the statue speaks to Lewiston’s enduring spirit.

“This is more than bronze and steel. It’s a testament to the idea that great-
ness can emerge in the most unexpected of places—right here in Lewiston,”
Kaenrath said. “Ali was not only a champion in the ring, but also a global
force for justice, dignity, and peace.”

Mayor Carl Sheline called the unveiling a moment of shared purpose. “We
don’t just honor a legend. We recognize a legacy of grit, heart, and the un-
shakable belief that where you come from doesn’t define your destiny—what
you fight for does.”

Govenor Janet Mills reflected on Ali’s timeless message.

“When Ali stood over Sonny Liston yelling ‘Get up and fight,” he wasn’t
just talking to his opponent,” Mills said. “He was speaking to all of us. And
that’s what Maine and Lewiston have done—we get up and fight. We’ll never
get knocked out. We'll never get knocked down. We're still getting up and
fighting every day. This is a city that is strong, loud and proud in a state that
is strong, loud and proud.”

Third-generation Somali American Ilyas Bashir, a Portland Boxing Club
fighter and amateur Golden Gloves champion, said Ali’s example shaped his
own identity.

“Muhammad Ali carried weight in our family—not just because he was a
boxing legend, but because he was Black, Muslim, and unapologetically him-
self,” Bashir said. “He showed us what greatness could look like.”

Frudakis said he hopes the sculpture serves as lasting inspiration.

“It’s not about whether you get knocked down—it’s about whether you get
back up.”
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LA Protests, Riots And Police Force

By April Ryan

BlackPressUSA.com

“The response feels like provoca-
tion, not protection,” says Cicley
Gay, Chairwoman of the Black Lives
Matter Global Network Foundation.
She is reacting to President Trump’s
deployment of the National Guard to
Los Angeles, California.

Trump unilaterally requested the
service without Governor Gavin
Newsom.

Under U.S. laws such as Title 10
and Title 32 of the U.S. Code, the
governor of the state in question as-
sumes command. When deployed
nationwide, the U.S. president is the
commander-in-chief.

On a larger scale, this moment
is a reminder of President Trump’s
deployment of the National Guard in
2020. He asked the reservists in 23
states and the District of Columbia
to jump into action during clashes
over justice for George Floyd. One
of the most notable cases was when
President Trump disbursed protes-
tors in front of the White House. He
wanted to take a picture in front of
St. John Episcopal Church across
the street. The crowd was pepper
sprayed.

Gay compares and contrasts June
of 2020 and Los Angeles today.

“Deploying the National Guard
against protestors in a city still
grieving and grappling with racial
and immigration injustice echoes
the federal show of force we saw in
D.C. after George Floyd’s murder.
We must ask: who is being pro-
tected, and from what? Because real
leadership doesn’t silence dissent—
it listens, it learns, and it leads with
care.”

Today’s focus is on the actions of
ICE and other federal agents against
migrants and the protestors who are
in support of rights and freedoms.

Michael Steele, former head of
the Republican National Committee,
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condemns the Trump response, say-
ing this is “more Trump yippe-ki-yay
cowboy BS.”

Steele is siding with Governor
Newsom, saying what the president
is doing is “deliberately taunting the
immigrant community with jacked-
booted ICE raids.” He goes on to
say that it “may titillate the MAGA
base.” However, Steele affirms that
Governor Newsom is correct in pro-
testing the “inflammatory” response
by the administration to individuals
“exercising their First Amendment
rights.”

The National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People
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(NAACP) stated on social media,
“Deploying troops to communities
already under pressure is not leader-
ship—it’s provocation. The Trump
Administration is weaponizing fear
to divide and destabilize.” The na-
tion’s oldest civil rights organization
vows not to be silent as they stand
with those who are being “targeted
and terrorized.”

Regarding what is happening in
Los Angeles, Gay paints a picture
of a “tense” energy that “started in
places like Paramount and Compton
[and] has now spilled into down-
town—especially near the Fashion
District and around detention cen-
ters.”

On the official White House social
media accounts, President Trump
has said, “If Governor Gavin New-
som, of California, and Mayor Karen
Bass, of Los Angeles, can’t do their
jobs, which everyone knows they
can’t, then the Federal Government
will step in and solve the problem,
RIOTS & LOOTERS, the way it
should be solved!!!”

Gay, who is in Los Angeles for the
BET Awards this weekend, believes,
“What we’re witnessing in Los An-
geles is not just a crackdown—it’s a
chilling reminder of what happens
when power is used to provoke fear
instead of promote justice.”

Health Care Is Rife With High Costs And
Deep Inequities, And That’s No Accident

Zachary W. Schulz
Auburn University

A few years ago, a student in my
history of public health course asked
why her mother couldn’t afford insulin
without insurance, despite having a
full-time job. I told her what I've come
to believe: The U.S. health care system
was deliberately built this way.

People often hear that health care in
America is dysfunctional — too expen-
sive, too complex and too inequitable.
But dysfunction implies failure. What
if the real problem is that the system is
functioning exactly as it was designed
to? Understanding this legacy is key
to explaining not only why reform has
failed repeatedly, but why change re-
mains so difficult.

I am a historian of public health
with experience researching oral
health access and health care dispari-
ties in the Deep South. My work fo-
cuses on how historical policy choices
continue to shape the systems we rely
on today.

By tracing the roots of today’s sys-
tem and all its problems, it’s easier to
understand why American health care
looks the way it does and what it will
take to reform it into a system that
provides high-quality, affordable care
for all. Only by confronting how profit,
politics and prejudice have shaped the
current system can Americans imag-
ine and demand something different.

Decades of compromise
My research and that of many oth-

ers show that today’s high costs, deep
inequities and fragmented care are
predictable features developed from
decades of policy choices that pri-
oritized profit over people, entrenched
racial and regional hierarchies, and
treated health care as a commodity
rather than a public good.

Over the past century, U.S. health
care developed not from a shared
vision of universal care, but from
compromises that prioritized private
markets, protected racial hierarchies
and elevated individual responsibility
over collective well-being.

Employer-based insurance emerged
in the 1940s, not from a commitment
to worker health but from a tax policy
workaround during wartime wage
freezes. The federal government al-
lowed employers to offer health ben-
efits tax-free, incentivizing coverage

while sidestepping nationalized care.
This decision bound health access to
employment status, a structure that
is still dominant today. In contrast,
many other countries with employer-
provided insurance pair it with robust
public options, ensuring that access is
not tied solely to a job.

In 1965, Medicare and Medicaid
programs greatly expanded public
health infrastructure. Unfortunately,
they also reinforced and deepened ex-
isting inequalities. Medicare, a feder-
ally administered program for people
over 64, primarily benefited wealthier
Americans who had access to stable,
formal employment and employer-
based insurance during their working
years. Medicaid, designed by Congress
as a joint federal-state program, is
aimed at the poor, including many
people with disabilities. The combi-

nation of federal and state oversight
resulted in 50 different programs with
widely variable eligibility, coverage
and quality.

Southern lawmakers, in particular,
fought for this decentralization. Fear-
ing federal oversight of public health
spending and civil rights enforcement,
they sought to maintain control over
who received benefits. Historians have
shown that these efforts were primar-
ily designed to restrict access to health
care benefits along racial lines during
the Jim Crow period of time.

Bloated bureaucracies, ‘creeping
socialism’

Today, that legacy is painfully vis-
ible.

States that chose not to expand
Medicaid under the Affordable Care
Act are overwhelmingly located in
the South and include several with
large Black populations. Nearly 1 in 4
uninsured Black adults are uninsured
because they fall into the coverage gap
— unable to access affordable health
insurance — they earn too much to
qualify for Medicaid but not enough to
receive subsidies through the Afford-
able Care Act’s marketplace.

The system’s architecture also dis-
courages care aimed at prevention. Be-
cause Medicaid’s scope is limited and
inconsistent, preventive care screen-
ings, dental cleanings and chronic dis-
ease management often fall through
the cracks. That leads to costlier,
later-stage care that further burdens
hospitals and patients alike.

N.C. Residential Treatment School Closes

(AP)—A residential treatment
school for girls in the North Carolina
mountains has closed after a state
investigation and the deaths of two of
its students who took their own lives.

Asheville Academy announced
Tuesday that it released all of its stu-
dents from its Weaverville campus
this past weekend, saying the decision
to voluntarily close was difficult.

The closing came a few days after
North Carolina mental health officials
ordered the academy to stop taking in
new students until the school could
show it was protecting girls from
harm, abuse and neglect and was
properly supervising employees.

That order came after the launch
of a state investigation into Asheville
Academy that began May 8, five days
after a 13-year-old girl killed herself

at the school, officials said.

The letter from the North Carolina
Department of Health and Human
Services did not detail the problems
the agency found, and officials have
not released additional information,
including the investigation’s findings.

The state ordered Asheville Acad-
emy to stop taking new patients on
May 27. Two days later, authorities
said a 12-year-old girl killed herself at
the school — the second death in less
than four weeks. The academy said it
released all of its students two days
after that.

“We are utterly heartbroken by
the loss of a young life and share our
deepest condolences with the family
and everyone touched by this tragedy.
Out of respect for those grieving and
in deference to ongoing investiga-

tions, we cannot provide further com-
ment at this time,” Asheville Academy
said in a statement Saturday.

The school has 27 girls and was
licensed to hold up to 9o students,
according to the last state report on
the school released to the public in
March.

The owner of Asheville Academy
had a nature-based residential thera-
py program for boys closed by North
Carolina officials last year. The license
for Trails Carolina in Transylvania
County was revoked after a 12-year-
old boy was found dead in a cabin in
February 2024, the day after he ar-
rived.

Family Help & Wellness in Oregon,
which owns both North Carolina
schools, declined to comment Tues-
day.

Karine Jean-Pierre Quits Democratic Party

By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA

Karine Jean-Pierre, the former
White House press secretary under
President Joe Biden, has announced
that she is leaving the Democratic
Party and will now identify as an
Independent. The revelation comes
as Jean-Pierre prepares for the
release of her forthcoming book,
Independent: A Look Inside a Bro-
ken White House, Outside the Party
Lines, scheduled to be published in
October. In a public statement on
Wednesday, Jean-Pierre said, “Until
January 20, I was responsible for
speaking on behalf of the President
of the United States. At noon on that
day, I became a private citizen who,
like all Americans and many of our
allies around the world, had to con-
tend with what was to come next for
our country. I determined that the
danger we face as a country requires
freeing ourselves of boxes. We need
to be willing to exercise the ability
to think creatively and plan strategi-
cally.”

The announcement marks a strik-
ing shift for the veteran political
strategist and commentator, who
has long been a fixture within Demo-

cratic circles. Jean-Pierre previously
served under Presidents Barack
Obama and Joe Biden and held se-
nior roles in both administrations,
including as a senior adviser on
Biden’s 2020 campaign and chief of
staff to then-Vice-Presidential can-
didate Kamala Harris before ascend-
ing to the role of White House press
secretary in 2022. According to the
book’s description on Amazon, In-
dependent delivers a candid look at
Jean-Pierre’s political evolution and
outlines the events that shaped her
decision to part ways with the Demo-
cratic Party.

The book reportedly explores

the final three weeks leading up to
President Biden’s withdrawal from
his reelection bid and what Jean-
Pierre characterizes as a betrayal by
the Democratic Party that influenced
his decision. “In a country obsessed
with blind loyalty to a two-party
democratic system,” the descrip-
tion states, “Karine Jean-Pierre...
shares why Americans must step
beyond party lines to embrace life as
Independents.” The book promises
a “hard-hitting yet hopeful critique”
of the current political system and
argues for a redefinition of civic
engagement. Jean-Pierre, described
as a “history maker, veteran public

servant, political analyst and inde-
pendent thinker,” urges Americans
to “think outside of the blue-and-red
box” in pursuit of preserving democ-
racy.

In Independent, Jean-Pierre re-
portedly calls on Americans to vote
their values, resist political tribalism,
and embrace individual conviction
over party loyalty. She is expected
to outline how misinformation has
infected recent election cycles and
to provide a path forward that pri-
oritizes truth and individual respon-
sibility. Jean-Pierre’s move places
her among a growing number of
high-profile Americans and vot-
ers expressing frustration with the
two-party system. “I think we need
to stop thinking in boxes and think
outside of our boxes and not be so
partisan,” Jean-Pierre said in an
Instagram post. “The way that I
see moving forward in this space
that we're in right now is if you are
willing to stand side by side with
me, regardless of how you identify
politically — and as long as you re-
spect the community that I belong
to and vulnerable communities that
I respect — I will be there with you.
I will move forward with you,” she
said.
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Amazon Planning $10B Investment In NC For Data Center

HAMLET, N.C. (AP) — Amazon
plans to invest $10 billion toward
building a campus in North Carolina
to expand its cloud computing and
artificial intelligence infrastructure,
bringing a massive shot in the arm to
a region where many textile and ap-
parel jobs dried up a generation ago.

Amazon said Wednesday that its
investment in rural Richmond Coun-
ty should create at least 500 jobs and
support thousands more through
construction and data center supply
chain providers, according to state-
ments from the company and Gov.
Josh Stein’s office. Stein called the
investment one of the largest in state
history.

Data centers are already famil-
iar to North Carolina’s landscape,
including those operated by Apple.
This project could transform Rich-

mond County, which is on the South
Carolina border and has a popula-
tion of about 42,000.

The Richmond County site is ex-
pected to employ engineers, network
and security specialists and other
technical roles, the company said.
Amazon said it would provide sup-
port for universities, community col-
leges and other workforce training
programs to help people enter data
center and broadband expansion
fields.

“This investment will position
North Carolina as a hub for cutting-
edge technology, create hundreds
of high-skilled jobs, and drive sig-
nificant economic growth,” Amazon
chief global affairs and legal officer
David Zapolsky said. “We look for-
ward to partnering with state and
local leaders, local suppliers, and

amazon

/

educational institutions to nurture
the next generation of talent.”

Richmond County commissioners
approved an incentives package for
Amazon on Tuesday. The company
could receive annual cash grants for
20 years equal to portions of the real
estate property tax and the property
tax for vehicles and equipment at
each data center contingent on job
creation and monetary investment
thresholds, The Richmond Observer
reported.

“This project will truly transform
our community in ways that we can-
not imagine,” Richmond County
Manager Bryan Land said at Tues-
day’s commissioners meeting. “With
the announcement comes large-scale
upgrades to our water system, Rock-
ingham’s wastewater system and our
fiber optic infrastructure throughout

our county — all of which will come
at a cost to our Richmond County
taxpayers of zero.”

Stein’s office, which called the
project an “innovation campus,” said
the data centers will contain servers,
storage drives, networking equip-
ment and other technology.

“Artificial intelligence is changing
the way we work and innovate, and
I am pleased that North Carolina
will stay at the forefront of all that’s
ahead as we continue to attract top
technology companies like Amazon,”
Stein said. The governor attended a
public announcement about the in-
vestment on Wednesday at an event
in Hamlet.

The company said it has invested
$12 billon in North Carolina since
2010 and supports 24,000 full- and
part-time jobs.

N. Carolina Revenue Predictions Fall With Recession Risk

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North
Carolina officials on Wednesday
downgraded anticipated state rev-
enue collections compared to their
recent forecast, largely over rising
economic uncertainty and the risks
of a U.S. recession.

The adjustments agreed upon by
economists working in Democratic
Gov. Josh Stein’s budget office and at
the General Assembly keep front and
center competing tax-cutting plans
passed by the Republican-controlled
House and Senate. The plans are
contained in rival budget bills that
will soon be subject to negotiations.

A small revenue surplus predicted
for the year ending June 30 in Feb-
ruary’s consensus revenue forecast
is now more modest thanks to lower-
than-expected corporate income tax

collections in April. General Fund
collections now are expected to out-
pace revenue levels agreed on last
year by $364 million — a $180 mil-
lion decline compared to February
predictions — to a total of over $34.5
billion.

The Office of State Budget and
Management said that expecta-
tions of lower profits and higher
input costs from President Donald
Trump’s trade tariffs likely led busi-
nesses to make reduced estimated
tax payments this spring.

The downgrade drifts into the
upcoming two-year forecast, which
reduces anticipated revenue col-
lections by another $218 million
during the fiscal year starting July
1 and by $222 million for the year
starting July 1, 2026. That’s because

the overall economic outlook has
declined and “the probability of a
recession has increased,” Nick Cler-
kin, an economist with the General
Assembly’s Fiscal Research Division,
wrote to legislators and staff.

Lower estimated wage and em-
ployment growth will place pressure
on corporate and individual income
tax collections and slow growth in
sales taxes as consumers shift away
from goods affected by tariffs, state
economists warned.

These downgrades still follow a
February forecast that estimated
planned and potential tax cuts would
lead to only slight year-over-year
revenue growth for the 2025-26 fis-
cal year and an actual year-over-year
reduction for the 2026-27 fiscal year.
Wednesday’s consensus now calcu-

lates that reduction for the 2026-27
fiscal year at $827 million.

The predicted revenues reflect a
2023 law that will reduce the state
individual income tax rate of 4.25%
this year to 3.99% in 2026 and also
likely decrease it to 3.49% in 2027
if a revenue threshold is met. Both
Stein’s administration and legislative
staff agree that anticipated collec-
tions will exceed the fiscal “trigger”
for the 3.49% rate to be enacted.

Stein has criticized the triggers
as needlessly creating a “fiscal cliff”
of large gaps between revenues and
spending needs in the coming years.
Stein’s budget proposa 1 asked that
the individual income tax rate be fro-
zen at 4.25%

Both the Senate budget plan ap-
proved by the chamber in April and

the House plan approved in May
allow the rate to fall to 3.99% next
year as scheduled. While the House
proposal would raise the revenue
thresholds contained in current law
before rates could fall even lower,
the Senate plan creates a more ag-
gressive series of triggers that could
reduce the rate one day to 1.99%.

Senate leader Phil Berger said
last week the House plan appears to
renegotiate the 2023 tax law and ar-
gues it would result in an income tax
increase. But House Speaker Destin
Hall disagreed, saying the chamber’s
proposal adjusts the revenue thresh-
olds for inflation and is more fiscally
conservative.

House and Senate differences
within their competing budgets on
taxes, teacher pay raises and the

elimination of vacant state govern-
ment positions would have to be
worked out before they could present
a final plan to Stein, who could use
the threat of his veto stamp to wield
influence. Republicans are one seat
short of a veto-proof majority.

Although the House budget plan
contained many provisions opposed
by Democrats, over half of their
members in the chamber voted
last week for the proposal, in part
because of how it slowed down the
income tax cuts.

After a speech on energy in Ra-
leigh, Stein told reporters Wednes-
day that while he “wasn’t thrilled”
with the House position on taxes, “it
is much more fiscally prudent than
the Senate position, which is to just
further erode our revenue sources.”

More Shoppers Struggling To Repay ‘Buy Now, Pay Later’

NEW YORK (AP) — More Klarna
customers are having trouble repay-
ing their “buy now, pay later” loans,
the short-term lender said this week.
The disclosure corresponded with re-
ports by lending platforms Bankrate
and LendingTree, which cited an
increasing share of all “buy now, pay
later” users saying they had fallen be-
hind on payments.

The late or missed installments
are a sign of faltering financial health
among a segment of the US popula-
tion, some analysts say, as the na-
tion’s total consumer debt rises to a
record $18.2 trillion and the Trump
administration moves to collect on
federal student loans.

Shoppers who opt to finance pur-
chases through BNPL services tend
to be younger than the average con-
sumer, and a study from the Federal
Reserve last year said Black and His-
panic women were especially likely to
use the plans, which customers of all
income levels are increasingly adopt-
ing.
“While BNPL provides credit to

financially vulnerable consumers,
these same consumers may be over-
extending themselves,” the authors
of the Federal Reserve study wrote.
“This concern is consistent with
previous research that has shown
consumers spend more when BNPL
is offered when checking out and
that BNPL use leads to an increase in
overdraft fees and credit card interest
payments and fees.”

As Klarna grows its user base and
revenue, the Swedish company said
its first-quarter consumer credit
losses rose 17% compared to the
January-March period of last year, to
$136 million.

A company spokesperson said in
a statement that the increase largely
reflected the higher number of loans
Klarna made year over year. The per-
centage of its loans at a global level
that went unpaid in the first quarter
grew from 0.51% in 2024 to 0.54%
this year, and the company sees “no
sign of a weakened U.S. consumer,”
he said.

More consumers are using ‘buy

now, pay later’ plans

Buy now, pay later plans gener-
ally let consumers split payments for
purchases into four or fewer install-
ments, often with a down payment
at checkout. The loans are typically
marketed as zero-interest, and most
require no credit check or a soft credit
check.

BNPL providers promote the plans

as a safer alternative to traditional
credit cards when interest rates are
high. The popularity of the deferred
payment plans, and the expanding
ways customers can use them, have
also sparked public attention.

When Klarna announced a part-
nership with DoorDash in March,
the news led to online comments
about Americans taking out loans to

Budget Threatens Minority College Funding

By Brianna Atkinson

WUNC

The North Carolina Senate’s proposal
for the upcoming biennial state bud-
get includes more than $180 million
in cuts to the state’s public universi-
ties. The reductions could impact
several higher education initiatives,
ranging from tuition and academic
centers to scholarship programs.

One proposal, a $9.5 million cut to
the UNC Campus Scholarship Pro-
gram, could have an outsized impact
on the state’s Historically Minority-
Serving Institutions (HMSIs).

The UNC System has six institu-
tions it considers HMSIs. Five are
the state’s Historically Black Colleges
and Universities: Elizabeth City State,
Fayetteville State, North Carolina
A&T State, North Carolina Central,
and Winston-Salem State. UNC Pem-
broke is the only state-designated
Historically American Indian Univer-
sity.

Chancellor Robin Cummings said
the scholarship program has a signifi-
cant impact at a university like UNC
Pembroke, where the average under-
graduate family income is $44,000 a
year.

“That (annual) $4.7 million is
spread across a number of universi-
ties,” Cummings said at a recent
meeting. “For UNC Pembroke, it’s
$700,000 plus in financial aid and if
it goes away, that’s a big hole that I'm
going to be challenged to meet.”

Annually, the scholarship fund
provides UNCP $719,253 total. Eliza-
beth City State University receives
twice as much, at more than $1.54
million. The program awards Fayette-
ville State, NC A&T, NC Central, and
Winston-Salem State about or slightly
upwards of $400,000.

Cummings was one of several
HMSI chancellors that held a round-
table discussion at a UNC Board of
Governors meeting Wednesday. At

the meeting, he shared the impact
financial assistance can have on stu-
dents’ academic success.

Last year, his team disenrolled
500 students because they couldn’t
afford to pay their bills. When Cum-
mings saw that a quarter of those
students only owed $1,000 or less,
he launched a campaign to help keep
them in school.

“A group of community people got
together and in two weeks — in (one
of) the poorest counties in North Car-
olina — raised $205,000,” Cummings
said at the meeting. “We re-enrolled
238 students and 90% of those stu-
dents returned this semester. That
means they simply needed $250,
$500, $1500 to stay enrolled... that’s
the importance of money. That’s the
importance of Completion Assistance
money.”

The UNC System’s Completion
Assistance Program is another ini-
tiative that provides financial aid to
need-based students. It is specifically
reserved for undergraduates who are
on track to graduate on time, but are
at risk of dropping out because they
can’t afford to pay their bill.

In 2023, the legislature mandated
the program and provided $4 million
in nonrecurring funds to support it.
The UNC Board of Governors asked
for additional program funding for
this year’s budget. The Senate did not
include that request in its budget pro-
posal.

Several chancellors highlighted
the importance of these funds in the
roundtable discussion. Winston-
Salem State Chancellor Bonita Brown
said completion grants are crucial for
her university, which has one of the
highest percentages of Pell Grant stu-
dents in the UNC System.

“We know that they’ll move the
needle, we know it would get them to
graduation,” Brown said at the meet-
ing. “I hope the legislature can pick
that back up with those completion

assistance funds, because we're stra-

tegically using those funds to support

our students who have high need but
also high intelligence.”

The Senate also proposed several
other cuts in its draft biennial budget,
including;:

« $556k cut to a program that en-
courages high schoolers to be-
come educators, Future Teachers
of North Carolina

« $7 million cut to graduate student
tuition waivers

« $8 million cut to PBS North Caro-
lina

¢ $9.8 million cut to MCNC, which
provides public universities with
connectivity and networking
services

« $12 million cut to eliminate fund-
ing for non-faculty vacant posi-
tions

e $67.2 million cut to UNC centers
and institutes, which could im-
pact biomanufacturing education
centers at NC Central and NC
State, the Renaissance Comput-
ing Institute at UNC-Chapel Hill,
and the cross-campus Coastal
Studies Institute

The Senate’s proposal would also

require the BOG to raise tuition by

5% for out-of-state students and

increase the nonresident NC Prom-

ise rate to $3,000. Four schools in
the UNC System are considered NC

Promise Institutions: Fayetteville

State, Elizabeth City State, UNC

Pembroke, and Western Carolina.

On Thursday, the House released
part of its budget proposal, which
would also require the UNC System
to increase its tuition rates. The
House’s draft directs the BOG to
raise undergraduate and graduate
student rates enough to recoup $30
million.

The BOG has kept tuition flat for
in-state undergraduate students for
the past nine years, and continuing

this effort is a priority for UNC Sys-
tem President Peter Hans.

“I'm hopeful we could get to a
decade of no tuition increases for
in-state undergraduates,” Hans said
at a press conference at the BOG
Thursday. “We’ll certainly be in a
vigorous exchange with the legis-
lature about their thoughts on the
issue. I think that (freeze has) served
us very well.”

Hans said his team is also speak-
ing with members of the legislature
about funding for the UNC Campus
Scholarship program, and the poten-
tial effects eliminating it could have
on HMSIs.

“Sometimes that isn’t necessarily
known to career staff at the legisla-
ture,” Hans said. “So, we’ll provide
the information, point out the good
work that that’s accomplishing, and
the impact it would have on smaller
institutions in particular.”

Several of the Senate’s budget
reductions are also priorities for the
House. This includes cuts to gradu-
ate tuition waivers ($7 million) and
the Future Teachers of North Caroli-
na program ($556Kk), as well as elim-
inating funding for vacant positions
in the UNC System ($12 million).

That includes millions of dollars
of funding for state employee salary
increases, a Helene recovery fund,
and institution-specific funding for
projects like NC State’s engineering
school and UNC-Chapel Hill’s School
of Civic Life and Leadership (SCiLL).
The Senate’s appropriations for
UNC'’s SCiLL exceed the BOG’s fund-
ing request by over $6 million.

In a report to the Board of Gov-
ernors, UNC System Chief Finan-
cial Officer Jennifer Haygood said
it is still very early in the budget
proposal process, but the board can
expect to see cuts in the final draft.
She said the Senate proposal, how-
ever, did address all of the BOG’s
“priorities.”

buy takeout food. Similar skepticism
emerged when Billboard revealed that
more than half of Coachella attendees
used installment plans to finance their
tickets to the music festival.

An April report from Lending-
Tree said about four in ten users of
buy now, pay later plans said they
had made late payments in the past
year, up from one in three last year.
According to a May report from
Bankrate, about one in four users of
the loans chose them because they
were easier to get than traditional
credit cards.

The six largest BNPL providers —
Affirm, Afterpay, Klarna, PayPal, Sez-
zle, and Zip — originated about 277.3
million loans for $33.8 billion in mer-
chandise in 2022, or an amount equal
to about 1% of credit card spending
that year, according to the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau.

The federal agency said this month
it did not intend to enforce a Biden-
era regulation that was designed to
put more boundaries around the fin-
tech lenders.

The rule treated buy now, pay later
loans like traditional credit cards un-
der the Truth In Lending Act, requir-
ing disclosures, refund processing,
a formal dispute process and other
protections.

The regulation, which took effect
last year, also prevented borrowers
from being forced into automatic pay-
ments or charged with multiple fees
for the same missed payment.

The Trump administration said its
non-enforcement decision came “in
the interest of focusing resources on
supporting hard-working American
taxpayers” and that it would “instead
keep its enforcement and supervision
resources focused on pressing threats
to consumers, particularly service-
men and veterans.”

Consumer advocates maintain that
without federal oversight, customers
seeking refunds or in search of clear
information about BNPL fee struc-
tures and interest rates will have less
legal recourse.

Industry watchers point to con-
sumers taking out loans they can’t af-
ford to pay back as a top risk of BNPL
use. Without credit bureaus keeping
track of the new form of credit, there
are fewer safeguards and less over-
sight.

Justine Farrell, chair of the market-
ing department at the University of
San Diego’s Knauss School of Busi-
ness, said that when consumers aren’t
able to make loan payments on time,
it worsens the economic stress they’re
already experiencing.

New Lawsuit Seeks To Force
Return Of Collected Tariffs

The Hill - A new lawsuit filed in the U.S. Court of International Trade
seeks to force the Trump administration to return tariffs it collected under
the president’s “Liberation Day” announcement now that the court has ruled

them unlawful.

Chapter1 LLC, a Las Vegas-based skincare start-up, said it paid nearly
$23,000 under the challenged tariffs when it imported a custom machine to
mix its serum and toner products from China.

The suit says the company’s owner, 25-year-old Ali Shaubzada, ordered
the machine in the fall, using most of his savings and business lines of credit.
It arrived in the U.S. earlier this month, with the duties outpacing the rough-

ly $16,000 cost of the machine itself.

“To pay for this unexpectedly large bill, Ali had to take out a personal

loan,” the complaint reads.

The class-action suit seeks to recover Chapter1i’s tariff payment and
the billions in payments made by businesses across the country following

Trump’s announcements.

“Hundreds of thousands of other American businesses have exactly the
same claim, based on exactly the same legal theory, against the United
States: Each importer has a claim against the United States for repayment of

the tariffs it paid,” the lawsuit states.

Chapter1 is represented by Gerstein Harrow.
The Hill has reached out to the Justice Department for comment.
The suit, filed Thursday, comes a day after the trade court invalidated the

bulk of Trump’s tariffs.

The three-judge panel unanimously ruled that the administration’s broad
interpretation of the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEE-
PA), a federal law that authorizes the president to impose necessary econom-
ic sanctions during a national emergency, is unconstitutional.

Trump previously cited trade deficits as emergency justification to impose
his “Liberation Day” tariffs, which imposed a 10 percent rate on all imports
and higher, reciprocal tariffs on dozens of U.S. trading partners. Wednes-
day’s ruling also blocked Trump’s IEEPA tariffs on Mexico, Canada and
China dating back to February that pointed to an influx of fentanyl coming

across the border.

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit temporarily lifted the or-
der on Thursday but is expected to issue a new ruling after receiving written
arguments from the parties in the coming days.

Separately, a federal district judge in the nation’s capital blocked Trump’s
use of IEEPA in response to another lawsuit.

The administration has appealed that ruling, too. But the judge provided
two weeks before his order goes into effect, meaning that no court injunction
is currently blocking any of Trump’s tariffs, for now.
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