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By Jordan Meadows
Staff Writer

	 For nearly two decades, the North 
Carolina Innocence Inquiry Com-
mission has been consequential in 
finding justice in the state — and a 
national model for reform. Created 
by the General Assembly in 2006 
and formally established in 2007, 
the commission has reviewed thou-
sands of claims of wrongful convic-
tion and played a critical role in the 
exoneration of 16 individuals who 
collectively served more than 300 
years behind bars for crimes they did 
not commit.
	 Now, this trailblazing agency is on 
the verge of being defunded — and 
dismantled — under a new budget 
proposal approved by the North 
Carolina Senate.
	 The $32.6 billion Senate budget, 
which passed with a 30-15 vote, 
would eliminate funding for the 
commission’s $1.6 million annual 
operations — a mere 0.005% of the 
state’s total budget. Supporters of 
the cut, including Republican leaders 
such as Senate President Phil Berger 
and Sen. Danny Britt, argue that the 
commission’s caseload is too small 
to justify its cost and that nonprofit 
legal organizations can step in to fill 
the gap.
	 But critics of the move, including 
legal experts, exonerates, and justice 
reform advocates, say dissolving 
the commission would gut a crucial 
mechanism for correcting miscar-
riages of justice — one that simply 

cannot be replaced.
	 “The folks that are doing that in-
vestigation into wrongful convictions 
have access and have the authority 
and the power to go into local law 
enforcement agencies and demand 
to have the opportunity to search for 
evidence that could be used to help 
prove someone’s innocence. Private 
citizens and private attorneys do not 
have that same type of leverage,” 
Dawn Blagrove of Emancipate NC 
said. 
	 North Carolina’s commission is the 
only state-run agency in the country 
with the power to independently 
investigate post-conviction claims of 
innocence. Unlike private attorneys 
or nonprofits, the commission is 
backed by the authority of the state, 
giving it unique legal powers such 
as subpoenaing witnesses, conduct-
ing DNA testing, and accessing law 
enforcement records often withheld 
from other entities.
	 “This commission opens up the 
road when others reach a dead end,” 
said Laura Pierro, executive director 
of the commission.
	 Pierro, a former prosecutor and 
judge, was so inspired by the com-
mission’s mission that she left the 
bench to lead it. She said she was 
“shocked and saddened” by the Sen-
ate’s proposal and has been lobbying 
lawmakers in the House to preserve 
the commission’s funding.
	 The commission’s impact is not 
just measured in case files, it’s etched 
in the lives of those it has helped 
free—especially those belonging to 

African American communities. 
Take the case of Willie Womble, 
who spent decades behind bars for a 
murder he always insisted he didn’t 
commit. 
	 In 2014, the commission uncov-
ered evidence supporting his claim: 
Womble said he was beaten by po-
lice and coerced into signing a false 
confession. The commission’s inves-
tigation led to his exoneration.
	 Most recently, Clarence Roberts 
of Fayetteville walked free after 
serving more than eight years for a 
2017 murder in Robeson County. 
The commission found that Roberts 
didn’t match the description of the 
shooter, and no physical evidence 
linked him to the crime. A three-
judge panel unanimously agreed 
that Roberts had been wrongfully 
convicted and ordered his release.
	 Another hallmark case includes 
Greg Taylor, who was wrongfully im-
prisoned for 17 years, and the tragic 
story of Henry McCollum and Leon 
Brown — two intellectually disabled 
brothers coerced into confessing to 
a crime later solved through DNA 
evidence. These cases highlight the 
systemic flaws in the justice system 
and the commission’s crucial role in 
correcting them.
	 Despite its successes, the commis-
sion has long faced opposition from 
powerful quarters. Police unions and 
some prosecutors have been wary 
of the agency, as its investigations 
often expose misconduct, faulty fo-
rensics, or coerced confessions.
	 Senate Republicans, many with 

close ties to these groups, argue that 
the commission’s caseload doesn’t 
justify its continued funding.
	 “There are other entities out there 
that do pretty much the same thing,” 
Sen. Berger said. “They could do that 
with no expense to the state.”
	 But advocates push back hard on 
that notion. The commission has 
reviewed over 3,500 claims in its 
lifetime — each requiring detailed 
investigation. Many of those claims 
result in confirming a person’s guilt, 
not innocence, Pierro notes. “We 
don’t just look to free people — we 
look for the truth.”
	 And unlike nonprofits, which are 
often underfunded and stretched 
thin, the commission provides the 
kind of thorough, state-backed 
investigations that most cases of 
wrongful conviction require.
	 With the Senate’s budget now 
headed to the House, there is still 
hope the commission can be spared. 
The House is expected to present its 
spending priorities in the coming 
weeks, setting the stage for negotia-
tions between the two chambers.
	 “What we do is not just important 
— it’s essential,” Pierro said. “This 
commission was created because 
the state recognized that the system 
sometimes gets it wrong. That hasn’t 
changed. What has changed is the 
will to keep fixing it.”
	 As the budget battle unfolds, the 
fate of North Carolina’s Innocence 
Inquiry Commission — and poten-
tially future exonerations — hangs in 
the balance.

SEN MURDOCK FILES A FOURTH VERSION OF BILL TO HELP 
BLACK MOTHERS

By Cash Michaels
Contributing Writer

	 Because Black mothers are three to four times more likely to die than 
their white counterparts while giving birth, state Sen. Natalie Murdock (D-
Chatham, Durham) has, for the fourth time, filed a bill in the NC Senate to 
improve the maternal care of all new mothers across the state.
	 Called the “MOMnibus Act,” Senate Bill 571 combines with House Bill 725.
	 According to language from the measure, “…the United States has the 
highest maternal mortality rate in the developed world, where about 700 
women die each year from childbirth, and another 50,000 suffer from severe 
complications.”
	 The federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has determined 
that ‘…the majority of pregnancy-related deaths are preventable…”
	 SB 571 also notes that “…implicit bias is a key driver of health disparities 
in communities of color…”
	 If passed, the measure would help give implicit bias training to maternal 
health professionals, give “maternal care access grants” to community-based Innocence Inquiry Commission Faces Elimination

Technology-Facilitated Violence Against Women
	 UN Women—Imagine receiv-
ing a message from a stranger that 
contained chillingly accurate details 
about your daily routine. Or consid-
er the shock of discovering that your 
footage has been digitally altered 
into explicit content and splashed 
across the internet. These are not 
hypothetical scenarios of digital 
abuse — they are a frightening real-
ity for millions of women and girls 
navigating the digital world today.
	 As technology mediates more of 
our daily lives, it is also being wea-
ponized to harm women and girls in 
new and alarming ways. Although 
not a new phenomenon, technology-
faciliated gender-based violence 
has surged rapidly in recent years, 
posing serious threats to the safety 
and well-being of women and girls 
everywhere. What starts as online 
abuse can swiftly spiral into danger 
that extends beyond screens and 
borders, making it impossible for 
many women to feel safe at home, 
work, or in public spaces.
	 No one should have to live in fear 
just for existing online. The digital 
world should be a safe space for ev-
eryone.
	 Governments and the technology 
sector must tackle this threat and 
do more to protect women’s rights 
in the digital era. The 2024 report 
of the UN Secretary-General iden-
tifies three emerging challenges: 
growing backlash against women’s 
rights, the rapid rise of artificial in-
telligence (AI), and the expansion of 
the manosphere – an ecosystem of 
misogynistic content that is seeping 
into mainstream culture, shaping 
public attitudes towards women, 
and fueling violence.
	 What is technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence?
	 Technology-facilitated gender-
based violence refers to any act that 
is committed, assisted, aggravated, 
or amplified by the use of informa-
tion communication technologies or 
other digital tools, that results in or 
is likely to result in physical, sexual, 
psychological, social, political, or 
economic harm, or other infringe-

ments of rights and freedoms. 
	 While many other terms – such as 
digital or online violence – are com-
monly used, “technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence” better re-
flects how technology can enable 
harm, both online and offline.
	 Take doxing, for example, which 
is the act of sharing someone’s 
personal information online. It can 
lead to real-life consequences such 
as stalking, threats, and even physi-
cal violence. Or consider deepfake 
abuse, where manipulated images 
or videos of someone published on-
line can then result in offline repu-
tational damage with lasting and 
devastating effects on a person’s 
life. These examples show the com-
plexities of technology-facilitated 

gender-based violence and how its 
scope can be harder to define, as 
harm often permeates both online 
and offline spaces. 
	 The digital revolution has both 
exacerbated existing forms of gen-
der-based violence (such as sexual 
harassment, stalking, hate speech, 
misinformation, defamation, and 
impersonation) and created new 
forms of abuse (such as hacking, 
astroturfing, video and image-based 
abuse including deepfakes, doxing, 
cyberbullying, and online grooming 
among others).
	 How many women and girls 
experience technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence?
	 Millions of women and girls are 
affected by digital abuse and tech-

nology facilitated violence every 
year. Studies suggest that between 
16 and 58 per cent of women have 
experienced this type of violence. 
Data from different regions confirm 
that technology-facilitated violence 
against women happens every-
where: 
	 Arab States: 60 per cent of wom-
en internet users have experienced 
online violence. 
	 Eastern Europe and Central Asia: 
research across 12 countries found 
that more than 50 per cent of 
women over 18 years old have ex-
perienced some form of technology-
facilitated abuse in their lifetime.  
	 Sub-Saharan Africa: A study of 
five countries found that 28 per cent 
of women had experienced online 

violence.  
	 Europe and the USA: A survey of 
women aged 18 – 55 in Denmark, 
Italy, New Zealand, Poland, Spain, 
Sweden, the UK and the USA found 
that 23 per cent of women reported 
at least one experience of online 
abuse or harassment.
	 What are the most common forms 
of digital abuse and technology-
facilitated violence against women?
	 Sexual harassment and stalking 
are the most commonly reported 
forms of technology-facilitated vio-
lence experienced by women and 
girls. Image-based abuse (sharing 
intimate photos without consent), 
unwanted messages, social media 
posts, and phone calls are the most 
frequently used tactics for sexual ha-

rassment. Women may be harassed 
on digital platforms in comment 
sections, bombarded with explicit 
messages, and tracked through GPS 
and location-based apps, sparking 
a digital nightmare that often spills 
into their offline lives.
	 Other forms of abuse that women 
and girls face include cyberbullying, 
hate speech, sexual exploitation, 
defamation, intimate image-shar-
ing, sextortion, revenge porn.
	 The tools and platforms perpetra-
tors use to inflict harm on women 
and girls range from smartphones, 
computers, chatrooms, social net-
working sites, online gaming sites, 
GPS trackers, and video streaming 
platforms.
	 Who is most at risk of digital 
abuse and technology-facilitated 
violence against women?
While all women and girls may 
experience digital abuse, online 
violence, or technology-facilitated 
gender-based violence, some groups 
are at greater risk.  
	 Young women and girls: Given 
that girls and young women are 
more likely to use technology for 
learning, accessing information 
and connecting to peers, they also 
face increased exposure to online 
violence. One global study found 
that 58 per cent of girls and young 
women have experienced some form 
of online harassment.  
	 Women who face multiple forms 
of discrimination: Women with 
disabilities, Black and indigenous 
women and other women of colour, 
migrant women, and LGBTIQ+ 
people all face higher risks of digital 
violence.  
	 Women in political and public 
life: Human rights defenders, activ-
ists, journalists and lawmakers face 
increased rates of violence both 
online and offline too. A UNESCO 
study found that 73 percent of wom-
en journalists experienced online 
violence in the course of their work. 
The Inter-Parliamentary Union 
found that 58 per cent of African 
women parliamentarians had expe-
rienced online attacks. 

By Cash Michaels
Contributing writer

	 Last year, North Carolina Cen-
tral University in Durham touted 
the fact that for the first time in 
15 years, it had record-breaking 
growth to the tune of 1,918 first 
year students.
	 The problem was,  however, 
where were all of those students 
going to live.
	 On April  16th,  hundreds of 
NCCU students rallied on campus, 
protesting that there simply wasn’t 
enough adequate housing for them 
to live in. And in many cases, what 
student housing there was, was 
not safe to inhabit.
	 During the course of the pro-
test rally, NCCU police forcibly 
detained at least five people. They 
were charged with second-degree 
trespassing, failure to disperse, 
and resisting, delaying or con-

structing a public officer.
	 University officials say the dem-
onstration was “unauthorized” and 
at least three of the protestors tak-
en into custody were not students 
and had no connection to NCCU.
	 “Individuals and groups unaffili-
ated with the university may not 
independently use campus space. 
Such individuals and groups must 
be sponsored or invited by an of-
ficial university or registered stu-
dent organization,” said an NCCU 
spokesperson.in a statement.
	 Student protestors carried signs 
and chanted “We need housing” 
and “No housing, no peace” during 
their midday demonstration.
	 When interviewed by local me-
dia, NCCU students complained of 
mold and mildew, along with in-
festation and poor air conditioning 
in the aging dormitories. They also 

NCCU Housing Is Facing Growing Pains
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	 SAVANNAH, Ga. (AP) — Georgia’s 
highest court waded Wednesday 
into a fight between Black landown-
ers and local officials who have 
weakened long-standing protections 
for one of the South’s last Gullah-
Geechee communities founded by 
freed slaves.
	 Residents of largely unspoiled 
Sapelo Island have been trying to 
roll back zoning changes imposed 
by McIntosh County officials that 
doubled the size of homes allowed 
in a tiny enclave called Hogg Hum-
mock. Homeowners fear the change 
will bring unaffordable tax increases, 
threatening one of America’s most 
historically and culturally unique 
Black communities.
	 The Georgia Supreme Court heard 
legal arguments Wednesday on 
whether residents can attempt to 
repeal the 2023 zoning amendments 
by forcing a special election.
Hogg Hummock residents and their 
supporters last year gathered more 
than 2,300 petition signatures from 
registered voters seeking a referen-
dum in the coastal county 60 miles 
(96 kilometers) south of Savannah.
	 McIntosh County commissioners 
sued to stop the referendum. A lower 
court judge canceled voting less than 
a week before the election, ruling it 
was illegal after hundreds had al-
ready cast ballots early.
	 Philip Thompson, an attorney for 
the Hogg Hummock residents, urged 
the state Supreme Court to declare 
that they have a “constitutional 
right to a referendum” on the zoning 
changes so that they can defend a 
place that’s “a cultural and historical 
treasure.”
	 McIntosh County’s attorney, Ken 

Jarrard, argued that zoning powers 
“are absolutely different” from oth-
ers granted to county governments 
by Georgia’s constitution, and there-
fore aren’t subject to being chal-
lenged by referendum.
	 Roughly 30 to 50 Black residents 
live in Hogg Hummock, also known 
as Hog Hammock, a community 
of dirt roads and modest homes 
founded by their enslaved ancestors 
who worked the cotton plantation of 
Thomas Spalding.
	 It’s among a dwindling number 
of small communities started by 
emancipated island slaves — known 
collectively as Gullah, or Geechee in 
Georgia — scattered along the coast 
from North Carolina to Florida. 
Scholars say their separation from 
the mainland caused these commu-
nities to retain much of their African 
heritage, from their unique dialect to 
skills and crafts such as cast-net fish-
ing and weaving baskets.
	 Hogg Hummock earned a place 
in 1996 on the National Register of 
Historic Places, the official list of 
treasured U.S. historic sites. But for 

protections to preserve the commu-
nity, residents depend on the local 
government in McIntosh County, 
where 65% of the 11,100 residents 
are white.
	 Hogg Hummock landowners said 
they were blindsided in the fall of 
2023 when county commissioners 
voted to relax zoning restrictions en-
acted decades earlier to help shield 
the community’s Black residents 
from pressure to sell land held by 
their families for generations.
	 Attorneys for McIntosh County 
say the residents’ concerns are over-
blown, arguing in one court filing 
that allowing larger homes in their 
community is so “unremarkable” 
that it “borders on banal.”
	 The issues before the Georgia 
Supreme Court have nothing to do 
with whether Hogg Hummock de-
serves special protections. Instead, 
the justices are being asked to deal 
with technicalities over whether lo-
cal zoning laws can be challenged by 
referendum and whether McIntosh 
County commissioners had a right to 
sue to stop the October vote.

	 The case follows a 2023 ruling 
by the Georgia justices that upheld 
a referendum that blocked coastal 
Camden County from building a 
launchpad for commercial rockets. 
The court ruled that a rarely used 
provision of Georgia’s constitution 
empowers citizens to veto county 
government decisions at the ballot 
box.
	 That decision emboldened Hogg 
Hummock residents to pursue their 
own referendum to overturn McIn-
tosh County’s zoning changes.
	 But attorneys for the county com-
missioners have argued the consti-
tutional provision allowing citizen 
referendums doesn’t apply to local 
zoning decisions, because zoning 
powers are addressed in a separate 
section of the state constitution. 
They also say the trial court judge 
was wrong to put the zoning chang-
es on hold pending a ruling by state 
Supreme Court, which could take 
six months.
	 Lawyers for the Hogg Hum-
mock residents say the referendum 
shouldn’t have been interrupted and 
that county commissioners had no 
legal standing to sue to stop it, citing 
the high court’s ruling in the space-
port case.
	 The Supreme Court is weighing 
the Sapelo Island case as residents 
recover from an unrelated tragedy.
	 Hundreds of tourists were visiting 
the island on Oct. 19 when a walk-
way collapsed at the state-operated 
ferry dock, killing seven people. It 
happened as Hogg Hummock was 
celebrating its annual Cultural Day 
festival, a day intended to be a joyful 
respite from worries about the com-
munity’s uncertain future.

Slave Descendants Fight To Save Island 

By Jordan Meadows
Staff Writer

	 The 2025 Annual Conference of 
the African American Mayors As-
sociation (AAMA) kicked off last 
Wednesday and lasted to Friday at 
the iconic Omni Shoreham Hotel in 
Washington D.C.. The conference 
brought together hundreds of may-
ors and civic leaders from across the 
country under the banner of “The 
Power of Now”.
	 One of the most celebrated mo-
ments of the conference was the 
swearing-in of Savannah, Georgia 
Mayor Van R. Johnson as the newly 
elected President of AAMA’s Board 
of Trustees for 2025–2026. In a 
full-circle moment, he was sworn in 
by Kevin Johnson, former Mayor of 
Sacramento and founding president 
of AAMA. 
	 “It’s about working hand in hand 
to enact real change,” said Mayor 
Van Johnson. His leadership is 
expected to carry forward AAMA’s 
mission to advocate for stronger 
communities through collaboration 
with federal partners and private in-
dustry.
	 The energy at the conference was 
fueled by high-profile appearances 
from leaders across sectors. NFL 
Hall of Famer, entrepreneur, and 
Good Morning America co-anchor 
Michael Strahan delivered an ad-
dress, reminding the audience, “We 

need everyone to win, because if 
the team wins, there’s enough to go 
around for everybody.”
	 Mayors from cities large and 
small—urban, rural, and everything 
in between—gathered to engage in 
policy discussions, networking, and 
knowledge exchange. The confer-
ence saw participation from mayors 
representing more than 500 African 
American-led municipalities, who 
collectively serve over 25 million 
Americans. 
	 Among the notable attendees: 
Mayor Eric Adams (New York City), 
Mayor LaToya Cantrell (New Or-
leans), Mayor Andre Dickens (At-
lanta), Mayor Brandon Johnson 
(Chicago), and Mayor Steven Reed 
(Montgomery).
	 Thursday’s Legacy Awards Gala 
was a highlight, celebrating leader-
ship that has driven measurable 
change in communities nationwide. 
Meanwhile, the Kevin Johnson 
Scholars Summit offered emerg-
ing college leaders the opportunity 
to engage with mayors and public 
policy experts, gaining insight and 
inspiration for future civic leader-
ship.
	 AAMA also made waves in com-
munity health with a major an-
nouncement in partnership with the 
American Beverage Foundation for 
a Healthy America (ABFHA). To-
gether, they awarded $600,000 in 
grants to seven cities led by African 

American mayors to support food 
access and nutrition initiatives. The 
winning cities include: Atlanta, GA; 
New Orleans, LA; Savannah, GA; 
Dumfries, VA; Maywood, IL; Earle, 
AR; and Rankin, PA.
	 “We are thrilled to be able to of-
fer this exciting grant opportunity 
to these cities which will allow them 
the opportunity to build upon their 
existing programs and develop new 
healthy food and nutrition programs 
for their residents,” said Phyllis 
Dickerson, CEO of the African Amer-
ican Mayors Association. “We are 
honored to again partner with the 
American Beverage Foundation for a 
Healthy America to address the issue 
of food insecurity and strengthen the 
health of our communities.”
	 Kevin Keane, President and CEO 
of American Beverage and Chair of 
the ABFHA Board, echoed the im-
portance of the initiative: “Nutrition 
access, affordability and education 
are cornerstones of a healthy com-
munity. That’s why America’s bever-
age companies are proud to partner 
with AAMA to support mayors as 
they work tirelessly to improve the 
health and well-being of our commu-
nities.”
	 In a more fiery moment, New York 
City Mayor Eric Adams took to the 
stage Friday morning, delivering a 
candid speech that addressed the 
challenges faced by Black mayors, 
especially those in major cities. He 

criticized what he described as insti-
tutional resistance and media bias, 
warning fellow leaders about the 
pressures that come with the role.
	 “Particularly if you are the first 
or second Black mayor, you inherit 
those who are part of an institu-
tion who say: ‘We are going to wait 
you out,’” said the mayor, referring 
to city bureaucrats he believes are 
deliberately sabotaging his agenda. 
“You inherit those who have their 
own agenda, who have long relation-
ships with the media that they can 
leak and slip information and make 
calls on you.”
	 The conference brought together 
a powerful lineup of mayors from 
across the country, including: Andre 
Dickens (Atlanta, GA), Brandon 
Johnson (Chicago, IL), Steven Reed 
(Montgomery, AL), and Brandon 
Scott (Baltimore, MD). Ten mayors 
from North Carolina are members 
of the AAMA, and were expected to 
attend, including: Mayors Bobbie 
Jones (Princeville), Leonardo Wil-
liams (Durham), Vi Alexander Lyles 
(Charlotte), Mitch Colvin (Fayette-
ville), Don Hardy (Kinston). 
	 From Deion “Coach Prime” Sand-
ers opening the conference to Mayor 
Brandon Johnson of Chicago closing 
it, AAMA was a presentation of Black 
vision and action. Beyond celebra-
tion, it was a launchpad for lasting 
partnerships and policies that will 
shape the future of America’s cities.

The African American Mayors Assoc. 2025

	 LBJ Tries to Change Minds in the 
’60s
	 When the 1960s brought protests 
in the South against Jim Crow laws, 
civil rights leaders found an unlikely 
ally in the White House.
	 President Lyndon B. Johnson 
brushed aside the Southern leaders 
of his own party, pushing through 
landmark legislation that outlawed 
discrimination in voting, employ-
ment, public accommodations and 
public education.
	 One issue remained beyond the 
reach of Johnson’s legendary per-
suasive skills: housing.
	 The president had contemplated 
introducing fair housing legislation 
as early as 1964, but his staff advised 
against it.
	 Johnson persisted, arguing that 
residential segregation was the well-
spring of all other racial inequities. 
Just as Congress was passing some 
of the most far-reaching civil rights 
laws since Reconstruction, Northern 
ghettos erupted. In the three years 
before King’s assassination, African 
Americans took to the streets in 
more than 100 cities. The rioting 
prompted Johnson to press harder 
for legislation to undo the nation’s 
segregated housing patterns.
	 In 1966, he turned for help to 
Mondale, a 38-year-old senator 
from Minnesota not long into his 
first term. A former majority leader, 
Johnson held personal relationships 
with the Senate’s most powerful 
figures. But housing was so toxic an 
issue, the president couldn’t find 
anyone else to lead the fight.
	 “I was young and I thought I could 
do anything,” said Mondale, now 
grayer but still an optimist. “I was 
a bit flattered that I’d get a bill that 
was so important.”

	 With the help of co-sponsors 
Mondale and Edward Brooke of 
Massachusetts, then the only African 
American in the Senate, Johnson 
proposed a bill to ban discrimination 
in the sale or rental of housing. It 
went nowhere.
	 Mondale understood why his lib-
eral colleagues were discomfited by 
the measure. If it came to the floor, 
pressure from constituents would 
force them to vote against it, making 
them look like hypocrites.
	 “A lot of civil rights was about 
making the South behave and tak-
ing the teeth from George Wallace,” 
Mondale said, referring to the fa-
mously racist governor of Alabama 
who ran for president in 1964, 1968, 
1972 and 1976. “This came right to 
the neighborhoods across the coun-
try. This was civil rights getting per-
sonal.”
	 Johnson, who had considered the 
1966 housing bill his most devastat-
ing political defeat, did not back 
down. In the summer of 1967, Mon-
dale called a black veteran to testify. 
Decorated for his service in Vietnam, 
Carlos Campbell had been appointed 
to a job in the Pentagon. Standing 
rigid in a crisp white uniform, he 
told the Senate housing and urban 
affairs subcommittee how he and his 
wife were unable to rent an apart-
ment in the white neighborhoods 
near his new post in Arlington, Va., 
even with the help of the Defense 
Department’s housing office.
	 “Up until the spring of 1965 I was 
largely convinced that our racial 
problems were rapidly diminishing 
and that education, professional 
credibility, and financial integrity 
were the necessary vehicles for 
obtaining full rights as a citizen,” 
Campbell said. Once off the military 

base, he said, he’d been forced to “re-
examine my philosophy.” The man 
who had, in his own words, been 
entrusted with “safeguarding the 
nation’s most delicate secrets” told 
senators that he had been turned 
away from more than 36 apartments 
because of his race.
	 “I remember old Dick Russell, that 
old segregationist, said, ‘I am for 
segregation, but how do we tell black 
Americans who have fought and died 
for us that they have to go back in 
the box?’” Mondale said. “That was 
always the Achilles’ heel, and this 
helped bring that to the front.”
	 Minds were slowly changing. But 

the bill died again.
	 Two developments revived it.
	 Johnson had asked a blue-ribbon 
panel to study the riots and make 
recommendations on how to prevent 
such violence in the future.
	 The Kerner Commission’s searing 
conclusion — that the United States 
was “moving toward two societies, 
one black, one white — separate and 
unequal” — is enshrined in the his-
tory books.
	 What is less well-remembered 
was the basis for that finding. The 
commission blamed housing seg-
regation for the riots. “What white 
Americans have never fully under-

stood — but what the Negro can 
never forget — is that white society 
is deeply implicated in the ghetto,” 
the panel wrote. “White institutions 
created it, white institutions main-
tain it, and white society condones 
it.” The report called for a federal 
fair housing law.
	 Days later, on April 4, 1968, an as-
sassin killed King on the balcony of a 
Memphis motel. Black communities 
again exploded in riots.
	 Washington, D.C., which had re-
cently become majority black, was 
among the hardest hit. Mondale re-
called flying over the nation’s capital 
in a helicopter thinking, “By God, it 

looks like Vietnam.”
	 “You could see the fires from the 
Capitol and the whole place seemed 
to be in flames,” he said. “The city 
was locked down, the Capitol was 
under guard, and nobody knew what 
was going to happen. The nation 
came close to pulling apart.”
	 Many lawmakers shared Mon-
dale’s fear that the horrific condi-
tions of the nation’s ghettos had set 
the stage for a cycle of deepening 
violence and confrontation.
	 Johnson used the shock following 
King’s assassination to his advan-
tage, urging Congress to pass the 
long-delayed housing bill as a tribute 
to the slain leader.
	 The housing legislation, Mondale 
said, had been the most filibustered 
bill in history. But when lawmak-
ers took up the bill this time, “They 
didn’t dare,” Mondale recalled. 
“They didn’t dare hold it up.”
	 Just six days after King died, Con-
gress passed Title VIII of the 1968 
Civil Rights Act, commonly known 
as the Fair Housing Act. As the votes 
in the House were tallied — 250-
171 — armed National Guardsmen 
ringed the Capitol to protect Con-
gress from the rioters in burning 
slums just a few blocks away.
	 Johnson signed the bill into law 
April 11. “We have passed many civil 
rights pieces of legislation,” he said. 
“But none is more important than 
this.”

Part Three: After 57 Years Of The FHA, Where Are We?

complained of flooding in the residence halls.
	 Student protest leaders added that they were seeking “decent housing 
fit for the shelter of human beings for all NCCU students; this means 
housing with working amenities.”
	 An NCCU spokesperson, addressing allegations that campus housing 
was either inadequate or unclean, issued a statement saying. ““We are 
exploring off-campus housing partnerships, hosting off-campus housing 
fairs and helping students understand the responsibilities of living off 
campus.”
	 Reportedly, about 38% of NCCU students live on campus, and even 
though three new residence halls totaling 1,274 new beds were opened 
during the 2021-2022 academic school year, it apparently was not 
enough.
	 In a statement, NCCU said that “…a higher percentage of our students 
live on campus compared to the UNC System average. 
	 “As with any large housing organization, we respond to maintenance 
concerns when work orders are submitted,” a university spokesperson 
continued. “We have been actively addressing housing maintenance is-
sues. We have a pest control vendor that conducts regular treatment, 
and they respond to individual issues once reported. We are actively 
advocating for more state support to address deferred maintenance is-
sues.” 
	 The new chancellor of NCCU, Karrie G. Dixon, also responded to 
the demonstration two days later, saying in a statement, “During the 
protest, my administration and I traveled to Raleigh and held a strate-
gic legislative event planned over the past few months and focused on 
securing a prospective $100 million-plus investment in our facilities 
through the legislature ... If approved, these funds are specifically tai-
lored to improve conditions in both residence halls and academic build-
ings. We took this opportunity to ensure that student concerns were 
directly shared with legislators, reinforcing that housing and facility 
improvements are a top priority for this administration.”
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	 NC Newsline — It started with 
a seemingly routine reminder for 
Nancy Hall to update her Norton an-
tivirus software.
	 The 69-year-old Philadelphia resi-
dent sat down at her laptop to file 
her taxes recently and was prompted 
to call a number that was said to be 
the software company’s customer 
support. She had been hacked, the 
message said.
	 “It said, ‘you must call Microsoft 
right away, or else, you’re in danger 
of losing everything,’” Hall said.
	 A man on the line claimed to be in 
talks with her bank, saying hackers 
managed to download child pornog-
raphy to her computer and transfer 
$18,000 to Russian accounts over-
night.
	 He told Hall he was transferring 
her to the fraud department at her 
bank, where she spoke to someone 
who knew details about her local 
branch. After verifying personal de-
tails, that person asked her to come 
in to make a cash withdrawal that 
she could then use to purchase cryp-
tocurrency at a specific ATM.
	 The pair told her she was at threat 
of being arrested by Homeland Se-
curity for what was found on her 
laptop unless she obliged.
	 After a few stressful hours of try-
ing to sort out the situation, some-
thing clicked, Hall said — a friend 
was scammed out of $800,000 in re-
tirement savings last year after being 

	 The Hill — As the precipitous rise 
in housing costs over the past decade 
has put buying a traditional home out 
of reach for many Americans, a grow-
ing number are turning to nontradi-
tional alternatives.
	 Some are repurposing old com-
mercial buildings or buying land and 
prefabricated homes, while others are 
choosing to share homes with strang-
ers to cut down on costs.
	 Here are three nontraditional ways 
Americans are housing themselves:
	 Tiny houses
	 When Elisa Boots and her husband 
Rick moved from New York City to 
Seattle 10 years ago, they arrived 
just as the city was experiencing 
the biggest population boom in its 
174-year history.   Thanks to a surge 
in tech jobs coupled with a grow-
ing city economy, Seattle gained 
about 60,000 new residents between 
2010 and 2014, according to U.S. 
Census Bureau data.
	 That boom increased the demand 
for housing, which in turn caused 
the price of homes to skyrocket in 
the city. Six months after they ar-
rived, the couple discovered that they 
couldn’t afford to buy a home in Se-
attle or its suburbs.
	 They eventually began to investi-
gate other options and came across 
the tiny house movement.
	 Tiny houses are exactly what they 
sound like: small dwellings typically 
no bigger than 500 square feet, often 

persuaded to purchase cryptocur-
rency in an emergency. Hall hung up 
the phone, then blocked the number 
when it continually called her back.
	 Financial crimes, or scams like 
these, have always been around, 
experts say. But the rise of artificial 
intelligence, access to sensitive infor-
mation on the dark web, and a lack 
of federal oversight for these crimes 
means it’s never been easier to be a 
scammer, security experts say.
	 “AI has made these things so be-
lievable,” said Melissa O’Leary, a 
Portland, Maine-based partner and 
chief strategy officer at cybersecurity 
firm Fortalice Solutions. “Sometimes 
you can’t tell, ‘is this legitimate or 
not?’”
	 Hall’s experience mirrors many 
of the thousands of well-established 
attempts at tech-enabled finan-
cial crimes currently underway in 
the U.S. Scammers often pose as 
trusted corporations, government 
departments or as someone a victim 
knows. Many companies that have 
been spoofed, like Norton, put out 
warnings about these scams.
	 They also use heightened emo-
tional responses and a sense of ur-
gency to get you to transfer money 
or release personal details, cyberse-
curity experts say.
	 “Now I look back on it, I’m like, 
‘how was I so stupid to say stay on 
the line that long?’” Hall said. “But 
then I look at this girl I know, and 

designed to look like miniature ver-
sions of suburban-style homes. They 
come with all the usual amenities in-
cluded in larger homes — bathrooms, 
kitchens, bedrooms and sometimes 
even garages. Tiny houses can be 
built on a foundation or have wheels 
so their owners can pick up and go 
whenever they like.
	 After the Great Recession hit in 
2008, Americans’ interest in  down-
sizing spiked, and tiny homes became 
more popular. By 2014, a small Texas 
town became the first self-proclaimed 
tiny-house friendly town. Now many 
states, including Kentucky, Missouri, 
Vermont and Maine, have become 
prime places to live in tiny homes 
either because they offer ample space 
to park them or because state zoning 
laws are amenable to them.
	 Tiny-home owners say mobility 
and energy efficiency are among the 
many benefits of their minuscule 
abodes. But one of the most appeal-
ing aspects of tiny homes is their af-
fordability.
	 Tiny homes are usually far less 
expensive to purchase than tradi-
tional homes. The cost of a basic tiny 
home can range between $20,000 
and $60,000, though prices can vary 
depending on building materials, size 
and add-ons, according to Bankrate.
	 Boots and her husband currently 
own two tiny houses, one for each of 
them, which they hitch up together 
wherever they go. Boots’s tiny home 

they managed to get her to go all the 
way.” 
	 The business of scamming
	 The Federal Trade Commission re-
ported the overall loss Americans ex-
perienced via financial scams in the 
2023-2024 fiscal year to be between 
$23.7 billion and $158.3 billion. The 
figures differ so much because so 
many losses go under or unreported, 
the FTC said in the report.
	 Matthew Radolec, D.C.-based 
vice president of Incident Response 
and Cloud Operations at data secu-
rity firm Varonis, said he sees these 
phishing attempts in two parts; the 
scam is the technique being used to 
get access to money, and the actual 
crime itself is the loss of the money.
	 Because these crimes are digital, 
it’s hard to know who to report them 
to, or how to follow up. Many scam-
mers also ask for cryptocurrency 
payments, or transfer them to crypto 
accounts shortly after the transac-
tion.
	 “There’s no insurance for acci-
dentally wiring someone $10,000,” 
Radolec said. “If you fall for a ruse, 
you fall for a ruse. It’s like a carnival 
trick, a sleight of hand. It’s a digital 
form of that.”
	 Kimberly Sutherland, the Al-
pharetta, Georgia-based vice presi-
dent of fraud and identity at Lexis-
Nexis Risk Solutions, said they’ve 
seen a 20% year-over-year increase 
in digital fraud since 2021, affecting 

cost a bit more than the average — 
about $75,000 — and her husband’s 
custom-built tiny home ended up 
costing more than $100,000.
	 Still, the couple believe they are 
making off better financially than 
if they had purchased a traditional 
home.
	 Neither one has a mortgage on ei-
ther home, and they pay about $650 
a month each to rent the space they 
take up in the Oregon RV park on the 
slopes of Mount Hood where they are 
currently stationed. They then pay 
about $100 apiece on top of that for 
utilities such as electricity, water and 
trash pickup.
	 Combined, they are paying well 
below the $1,795 average monthly 

as much as 1.5% of all transactions, 
though many of those attempts are 
caught before they can go through.
	 A large part of their efforts are 
focused on monitoring new ac-
count openings and payments, as 
fraudsters want to either create a 
fraudulent account at the start, or 
they want to be able to intercept 
transactions as they’re happening, 
Sutherland said. They’ve also had to 
evolve their monitoring strategies, as 
over the last few years, there’s been a 
shift from laptop and desktop target-
ing to mobile attacks, she said. 
	 A few decades ago, scammers 
were focused on getting enough 
information from a company or indi-
vidual to pull off a fake transaction. 
But as data breaches have become 
more common, the personal data 
unearthed makes it easier to pose 
as someone a victim knows, or give 
them details to become trustworthy.
	 Sutherland said the concept of 
synthetic identities — carefully craft-
ed digital profiles of someone who 
doesn’t actually exist — have also 
deepened criminal’s abilities to get 
access inside of a variety of institu-
tions like banks, colleges and corpo-
rations.
	 “You don’t have to steal an identity 
of someone; why not create a brand 
new one?” Sutherland said. “It start-
ed with jokes like, ‘I can get a credit 
card in the name of my dog,’ and it 
became sophisticated fraud rings 

rent for a one-bedroom apartment in 
the state, according to data from Zil-
low. Their housing costs are also well 
below the $2,000 monthly mortgage 
payment they expected to pay on a 
traditional home outside or Portland 
or Seattle.
	 “That has freed us up incredibly, 
to do a lot of the things that people 
dream about,” Boots said.
	 Barndominiums
	 Barndominiums, or barndos for 
short, are homes that look like barns 
on the outside but include all the 
usual amenities of a traditional house 
— bedrooms, bathrooms, kitchen and 
a dining room — on the inside.
	 They have become more popular 
among Americans over the past de-

With AI At Their Disposal, Financial Scammers Are On The Rise

Three Nontraditional Living Situations Americans Are Adopting 

who could actually create identities 
and nurture them to be used by oth-
ers.”
	 Individuals and companies are 
not the only ones at risk of financial 
scams — government institutions 
have reported an increase in finan-
cial crimes in recent years. In Cali-
fornia, community colleges have re-
ported at least $5 million in losses to 
AI-simulated students who applied 
for financial aid.
	 One of the most current, wide-
spread scams are texts and alerts 
from toll payment agency E-ZPass, 
asking a user to pay an outstanding 
bill at the included link. Last year, E-
ZPass said the FBI’s Internet Crime 

Complaint Center had received more 
than 2,000 complaints about the 
texts. Those who had filled out the 
included form should contact their 
banks, the company said.
	 It’s similar to a longstanding scam 
posing as UPS trying to deliver a 
package — it plays on our human 
nature of trust and curiosity, O’Leary 
said.
	 How AI is playing a role
	 AI has lowered the barrier for set-
ting up a scam, O’Leary said. Those 
looking to lure someone to wire 
money or purchase cryptocurrency 
need some space on a server or in 

(See AI FINANCIAL SCAM P. 4)

Silas Morgan
Orlando Sentinel

	 Pharmacy giant Walgreens has 
reached a $300 million settlement 
with the U.S. Department of Justice 
over allegations it filled millions of 
invalid opioid and other drug pre-
scriptions during the height of the 
nation’s opioid epidemic.
	 The lawsuit filed against Wal-
greens involved multiple agencies 
and prosecutors from across the 
country, including in Florida.
	 “Pharmacies have a legal respon-
sibility to prescribe controlled sub-
stances in a safe and professional 
manner, not dispense dangerous 
drugs just for profit,” U.S. Attorney 
General Pam Bondi said in a DOJ 
news release announcing the set-
tlement Monday. “This Department 
of Justice is committed to ending 
the opioid crisis and holding bad 
actors accountable for their failure 
to protect patients from addiction.”
	 In its lawsuit, the justice depart-
ment alleged Walgreens filled the 
invalid prescriptions between Au-
gust 2012 and March 2023 — even 

after previously acknowledging 
that it failed to comply with the 
Controlled Substances Act and 
reaching a settlement with the DOJ 
and the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration in 2013, according to 
court records.
	 The lawsuit also said Walgreens 
filed false claims with multiple 
federal healthcare programs by 
seeking reimbursement for the 
prescriptions, including Medicare 
and programs for U.S. military 
members and federal employees, 
according to court records.
	 The U.S. Attorneys Office for the 
Middle District of Florida, which 
includes Orlando, took part in the 
case against Walgreens.
	 “This landmark civil settlement 
is the largest Controlled Substanc-
es Act resolution in our district’s 
history and once again confirms 
the high priority our office has 
placed upon confronting those 
responsible for the opioid crisis 
here,” said U.S. Attorney Gregory 
Kehoe in a statement.
	 In its lawsuit, the justice depart-
ment alleged Walgreens filled the 

Walgreens Reaches $300M Settlement Over Invalid Opioid Prescriptions

cade, especially in rural parts of the 
country: enough so that a  national 
survey  found last year that 7 percent 
of single-family home builders had 
constructed a barndo in the past 12 
months.
	 Definitions of a barndominium can 
vary, but there are two main types. 
The first is an existing barn that is 
then converted into a home, while 
the second is a metal post-framed 
building built from the ground up to 
resemble a barn.
	 It is typically far more expensive to 
convert a barn into a home for people 
than it is to just build one from 
scratch, according to Paul Murphy, 
home planning adviser for the Frisco, 
Texas-based company My Barndo 
Plans, which has been designing and 
constructing barndominiums since 
2023.
	 And a metal post-framed barndo is 
typically going to be less expensive to 
purchase than a traditional home, he 
said, because the materials to make it 
are usually cheaper.
	 Murphy said his company builds 
its barndominium frames and accom-
panying wall panels with red iron, 
which is less expensive per square 
foot than wood.
	 His company also ships out barn-
dominimium kits, or precut frames 
that can be used to construct the 
buildings more quickly.
	 “Having that time savings of get-
ting the home up quicker is another 

benefit of a barndo,” Murphy said.
	 A typical barndominium will cost 
$35 to $45 per under-roof square 
foot, Tony Golladay, owner of the site 
BuildMax, which sells barndo kits, 
told  House Beautiful. Meanwhile, 
building a traditional home can cost 
between $100 and $155 per square 
foot, according to Bankrate.
	 Co-housing
	 Co-housing is essentially a commu-
nity of private homes where people 
share common spaces and facilities. 
Many such communities consist of 
a series of small individual homes, 
which some of the amenities of tradi-
tional home kitchens and bedrooms, 
located near a common house, which 
contains a large dining area, a large 
kitchen, meeting rooms and numer-
ous guest rooms.
	 Co-housing is not a new idea: Ar-
chitect Katie McCamant told NPR 
that she brought it to the U.S.  in the 
early 1980s after studying housing in 
Denmark. Others in the co-housing 
world credit American architect and 
author Charles Durrett for bringing 
the concept to the U.S.
	 It has become more popular in the 
decades since, however, as Americans 
look for ways to fight off loneliness, 
find caregiving support and offset 
their carbon footprint. Now there are 
at least  165 co-housing communi-
ties  in the U.S., with another 140 in 
formation, according to the Cohous-
ing Association of the United States.

Opinion–In The US, All Criminal Records Are Life Sentences
By Brian Hamilton

Contributor To The Hill

	 Last week, members of Congress 
once again introduced a bipartisan 
resolution declaring April “Second 
Chance Month” in the U.S. A wor-
thy cause, Second Chance Month is 
a time to recognize the challenges 
faced by people with criminal re-
cords and to advocate for meaning-
ful reform.
	 Although the idea of a “second 
chance” is celebrated, the reality is 
that the door to opportunity remains 
shut for millions of Americans com-
ing out of prison. Without access to 
stable jobs and financial indepen-
dence, many end up back behind 
bars or at least continue to have 

some kind of involvement with the 
criminal justice system.
	 Each year, more than 600,000 
people are released from state and 
federal prisons. According to the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, about 
two-thirds of those released will be 
rearrested within three years. One 
of the main contributors to this stag-
gering recidivism rate is the inability 
to find meaningful employment.
	 A study from the Prison Policy Ini-
tiative found that the unemployment 
rate for formerly incarcerated indi-
viduals is nearly five times higher 
than the general population. For 
Black men with criminal records, the 
rate is even higher. It comes down to 
the fact that most employers conduct 
background checks. Even a quick 

internet search often reveals a past 
record, even if the offense was non-
violent or occurred many years ago.
	 With limited employment options, 
financial stability becomes unattain-
able, and the likelihood of reoffend-
ing increases.
	 If we are serious about reducing 
recidivism and supporting successful 
reentry, we should work to disman-
tle the systemic barriers that prevent 
people with criminal records from 
rebuilding their lives. I have three 
suggestions.
	 First, we should expunge crimi-
nal records from internet search 
results. In the U.S., if someone goes 
bankrupt, there is no searchable 
evidence of that bankruptcy after 
10 years. However, if you make a 

mistake with something as simple 
as failure to appear in court or a 
charge of driving under the influ-
ence, your record appears in inter-
net searches in perpetuity. These 
search engine results undermine 
even the most well-intentioned 
and best-prepared job applicants. 
This goes directly against the basic 
American ideal that everyone de-
serves a second chance.
	 A sensible reform would involve 
requiring search engines and third-
party data aggregators to remove 
criminal records from search results 
after a designated period, particular-
ly for nonviolent offenses. If Google 
can tweak its algorithms to demote 
low-quality content in search results 
in an effort to combat “fake news,” 

it can give people who have been 
incarcerated a way to expunge their 
online record after a period of time 
or through some fair process, help-
ing individuals move on with their 
lives without their past defining their 
future.
	 Second, we should provide tax 
credits to employers who hire indi-
viduals with criminal records. Finan-
cial incentives can be a powerful tool 
in encouraging businesses to do this. 
A federal tax credit program spe-
cifically designed for employers who 
hire formerly incarcerated individu-
als would reduce perceived risks and 
encourage companies to make these 
hires.
	 Although the Work Opportunity 
Tax Credit already offers some ben-

efits, they are very limited in that 
they are available to employers of 
individuals who have been convicted 
of a felony or released from prison 
for a felony only within the last year. 
A system of tiered incentives based 
on retention rates could further en-
courage long-term employment and 
stability.
	 Third, we should support entre-
preneurship for people with criminal 
records. Not every citizen returning 
to life on the outside will find tradi-
tional employment opportunities, 
but entrepreneurship provides an 
alternative path. Starting a small 
business allows individuals to take 
control of their financial future and 
contribute positively to their com-
munities.

invalid prescriptions between Au-
gust 2012 and March 2023 — even 
after previously acknowledging 
that it failed to comply with the 
Controlled Substances Act and 
reaching a settlement with the DOJ 
and the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration in 2013, according to 
court records.
	 The lawsuit also said Walgreens 
filed false claims with multiple 
federal healthcare programs by 
seeking reimbursement for the 
prescriptions, including Medicare 
and programs for U.S. military 
members and federal employees, 
according to court records.
	 The U.S. Attorneys Office for the 
Middle District of Florida, which 
includes Orlando, took part in the 
case against Walgreens.
	 “This landmark civil settlement 
is the largest Controlled Substanc-
es Act resolution in our district’s 
history and once again confirms 
the high priority our office has 
placed upon confronting those 
responsible for the opioid crisis 
here,” said U.S. Attorney Gregory 
Kehoe in a statement.

	 The DOJ alleged Walgreens 
systematically pressured its phar-
macists to fill controlled-substance 
prescriptions quickly, without tak-
ing the time needed to confirm 
each prescription’s validity; and 

fostered a corporate culture where-
in pharmacists who diligently 
observed their responsibility to 
verify the legitimacy of controlled-
substance prescriptions were sub-
ject to reprimand, according to the 

DOJ’s 300-page complaint.
	 The department also said Wal-
greens prevented pharmacists from 
warning other another about those 
writing invalid opioid prescrip-
tions.
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

Support Small & Local 
Businesses

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 4/30/2025

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

Replace your job and earn 
money at home!

Login at www.jointonyallen.com 
or call (919) 252-3147 for details 

to get started.

Carolina Pop N Snaks
Popcorn, hotdogs, candy, drinks, 

chips, and other favorites.
For your Party or Events, call 
919-740-0110 to schedule.

AI Financial Scammers are on the rise —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
the cloud, and some sort of infra-
structure to reach out to victims. 
Many programs that can be used to 
fake a persona, to send out mass text 
messages or phishing links are as 
easy as downloading an app.
	 “It’s almost a step by step for 
someone who wants to make a quick 
buck,” O’Leary said.
	 Large language models and AI 
chatbots can easily be prompted to 
sound like someone else, and give 
non-English speakers a much easier 
ability to communicate, O’Leary said.
	 Radolec has seen an uptick in AI 
bots being used to gain credentials to 
company databases or pay systems. 
Bots can hold legitimate conversa-
tions with a target to build rapport, 
and plant phishing scams to gain 
passwords in standard documents.
	 “The next thing you know, you can 
log in as me,” Radolec said.
	 From there, scammers can divert 
paychecks to offshore accounts, sell 
data on the dark web or plant further 

phishing attempts in internal sys-
tems.
	 Because of the rapid advance-
ments in AI technologies, phishing 
attempts and scam strategies are 
constantly changing. Now, AI tools 
can help alter legitimate images, and 
create deepfakes, or likenesses of 
someone’s image or voice, in just a 
few minutes. It’s the strategy behind 
an increasingly common scam on 
grandparents — they get a call from 
someone that sounds exactly like 
their grandchild, saying they need a 
wire transfer or cash for bail.  
	 Many digital scams target older 
people, both because they’re expect-
ed to have less technical knowledge 
to spot a ruse, and because they tend 
to have larger sums of money acces-
sible, Radolec said. In its report, the 
FTC estimated between $7.1 billion 
and $61.5 billion in losses for older 
adults.
	 This week, AARP, Amazon, Google 
and Walmart partnered on a new 

initiative that will be based out of 
Pittsburgh, called the National Elder 
Fraud Coordination Center, an at-
tempt to tap in private companies 
who have resources in data privacy 
to assist in national law enforce-
ment investigations. Its founder and 
CEO, former FBI agent Brady Finta, 
said that the technical side of these 
crimes are often partnered with an 
emotional side, like pretending to be 
a family member in trouble.
	 “They’re talking you through the 
crime,” Finta said. “They’re adding 
this anxiety and thought process to 
you and to overcome your normal 
decision making processes.”
	 Legislation and enforcement
	 There are hundreds of thousands 
of victims of financial scams each 
year, and they’re reporting them to 
different places — local police, state 
organizations, federal agencies, and 
the tech platforms where the crimes 
occurred, Finta said. Part of the 
reason some financial scams go un-

reported is that there’s not one clear 
route, government agency or law 
enforcement agency that has owner-
ship over them.
	 That was also the consensus of a 
new report by the Government Ac-
countability Office, FedScoop report-
ed this month. There are 13 federal 
agencies, including the FBI, CFPB 
and the FTC, that work to counter 
scams, but they do not share one 
overarching strategy.
	 Finta is hoping that leveraging the 
private sector data from their part-
ner corporations can help connect 
some fraud cases across the country 
and make these investigations more 
comprehensive.
	 While the FTC has the Fraud and 
Scam Reduction Act, which aims to 
raise awareness of financial scams, 
there’s no official federal protection 
or legislation on this topic. Some 
states are passing consumer protec-
tion laws that put some liability on 
banks to do due diligence on fraud 

and even reimburse customers for 
fraudulent transactions.
	 And the U.S. may be facing 
less protections than it currently 
has. Susan Weinstock, CEO of the 
Consumer Federation of America, 
said she’s worried that Congress 
just voted on a resolution under 
the Congressional Review Act that 
removed the rule that required digi-
tal payment apps like Venmo and 
Apple Pay to be regulated for fraud.
	 “Years ago, nobody had heard of 
Venmo or CashApp, and now these 
things are ubiquitous,” Weinstock 
said. “So it puts consumers in a 
really tough, scary position to be 
subject to fraud and not have the 
ability to deal with it.”
	 Because the strategies behind 
these financial scams change often 
and because there are few ways to 
track these crimes after they hap-
pen, a lot of responsibility falls on 
individuals and institutions to be 
able to spot them. Radolec’s first 

piece of advice is to slow down. If it 
really is your grandson calling from 
jail? Is it the end of the world if he 
spends a night in jail, he said.
	 Adding another person into the 
loop of communication is another 
strategy that will usually knock off 
an impersonator. If it appears to be a 
higher-up at work making a strange 
request for access to your finances, 
there’s no harm in looping in another 
person to review, Radolec said.
	 Lastly, the cybersecurity experts all 
said, it’s always safer to get in contact 
with the original source. If someone 
on the phone says they’re with your 
bank, hang up and call the bank di-
rectly to verify information.
	 “A lot of times they’re trying to 
create a sense of urgency that’s from 
a false place, so how can we ground 
ourselves?” Radolec said. “And can 
we ask, is this truly like a life or death 
situation that you have to act on right 
now? Or can time be in our favor?”
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Health and Wellness
	 NC Newsline - On the week that 
North Carolina senators were busy 
rolling out a $32.6B spending plan, 
it was difficult to gain attention 
for legislation that some consider 
a longshot this session. But Sena-
tor Natalie Murdock (D-Chatham, 
Durham) refused to allow budget 
week to shift her focus from what 
she sees as the critical need to pass 
a bill crafted to improve Black ma-
ternal health outcomes.
	 The United States has the high-
est maternal mortality rate in the 
developed world. And Black women 
in the U.S. are three times more 
likely to die from pregnancy-related 
health problems than white women. 
	 Murdock has repeated those 
sobering facts for more than three 
years now, as she tries to get the 
Republican-controlled Senate to 
advance the MOMnibus 3.0 Act.
	 Battling perceptions and negative 
stereotypes
	 Gabriel Scott, an MPA with the 
North Carolina Coalition of the 
National Council of Negro Women, 
joined Murdock last week in advo-
cating for Senate Bill 571/House 
Bill 725.
	 Scott said when she went into 
labor at 25 weeks, doctors were dis-
missive.
	 “I needed pain medication, I 
needed help, I needed something. 
They did not listen.”
	 After she delivered her twins, 
complications with the placenta 
and an excessive loss of blood, left 
her husband terrified she might 

Advocates For Black Maternal Health Press General Assembly
need a blood transfusion.
	 “They finally had an anesthesiolo-
gist come to give me medication. My 
husband said, can you at least tell me 
what the medication is? And the an-
esthesiologist laughed and said, ‘Oh, 
this is typically medicine we give to 
war vets who have had limbs blown 
off,’” Scott recounted. “They took it as 
a joke. The doctor continued to shove 
his arm in me.”
	 Hours later in recovery, a white 
female doctor came to her room ac-
knowledging the difficulty of the de-
livery.
	 “And she said, there are things that 
we know we do well at the hospital 
and then there are things that we 
know we don’t do well, and one of 
those things is our treatment of Afri-
can-American women and childbirth.”
	 The same doctor suggested both 
she and her husband might seek men-
tal health help.
	 Scott gives thanks to God that her 
twin girls are healthy. But she’s been 
dealing with pelvic pain for over four 
years and the trauma of doctors who 
didn’t listen to her.
	 Dr. Charity Watkins, an assistant 
professor of social work at North 
Carolina Central University and a 
maternal health researcher at Duke 
University, shared her own terrifying 
story of pregnancy-related heart fail-
ure.
	 “I always feel it is important for me 
to introduce myself using my pro-
fessional roles. Maybe my doctoral 
degree will save me from the daily 
mistreatment I experienced because 

of my dark complexion. Maybe lean-
ing into the perceived prestige of 
being a professor will protect me 
from poor perceptions and negative 
stereotypes associated with being a 
Black woman,” Watkins told a room 
of reporters on Wednesday.
	 After her pregnancy, Watkins 
presented with classic heart failure 
symptoms, a family history of heart 
disease, and a recent cesarean deliv-
ery followed by hemorrhaging.
	 She was told by a doctor that may-
be it was the flu.
	 “What could have led to me re-
ceiving quality health care without 
having to prove I’m worthy of being 
treated as a human being?”
	 MOMnibus 3.0
	 Watkins believes the MOMnibus 
3.0 Act would have changed her 
birth story, with doctors who would 
not have dismissed her as being 
over-dramatic or “just another Black 
woman exaggerating her pain lev-
els.”
	 The legislation would direct the 
NC Department of Health and Hu-
man Services to establish and oper-
ate a maternal mortality prevention 
grant initiative that would establish 
or expand programs for the preven-
tion of maternal mortality and severe 

maternal morbidity among Black 
women.
	 “It’s time for us to provide Black 
mothers with more confidence in 
their care before, during, and after 
childbirth,” said Watkins.
	 The legislation would also require 
NCDHHS, in collaboration with 

community-based organizations led 
by Black women and a historically 
Black college and universities (HB-
CUs) that primarily serves minority 
populations to create evidence-based 
implicit bias training program for 
health care professionals.
	 Patients receiving care at a peri-

natal care facility would also receive 
a list of their rights including being 
informed of continuing health care 
requirements following discharge.
	 The bill would also earmark $3 
million for each year of the 2025-27 
biennium for the UNC Board of Gov-
ernors for recruiting, training, and 
retaining a diverse workforce of lac-
tation consultants in North Carolina.
	 Reps. Zack Hawkins (D-Durham) 
and Julie von Haefen (D-Wake) are 
advocating for HB 725, the compan-
ion bill in the state House.
	 Hawkins said his two sisters and 
his wife had their own stories in 
which doctors were not “listening 
appropriately” to their pain, and the 
fact that they knew their own bodies.
	 Von Haefen said while it may not 
seem like her place to speak on Black 
health, she also knew she could not 
turn away.
	 “This should not be something 
that’s put solely on Black women. 
White women need to be allies in 
this fight, because we are all moth-
ers.”
	 In North Carolina Black women 
are 1.8 times more likely to die from 
childbirth, two-thirds of these deaths 
are preventable, according to Mur-
dock.

The  
Golden 

Years
By Judykay Jefferson

STORY TIME
	 As a still-working Senior, I love a three-day weekend! This past Good 
Friday. I did what every self-respecting old, Southern woman did, I planted 
vegetables (okra and peppers) and herbs (mint and tarragon) in pots on my 
deck. While I was preparing the pots, hands deep in moist soil, I felt a con-
nection to my ancestors who grew most of the food they ate. I say I’m not 
an outdoor person, but there’s something irresistible about tilling, planting, 
and harvesting that makes me very happy. The only thing better is using the 
fruits of my harvest in the food I cook. This fall I will plant garlic and ginger 
and maybe, sweet potatoes. I feel generations of Jefferson and Thornton 
women smiling down at me.
	 After attending Easter service at Elevation Raleigh, I decided to make 
gumbo.  Gumbo is my favorite food for so many reasons. I haven’t had 
gumbo for almost two years because of my continuing struggle with chew-
ing however, yesterday God spoke, “mince the shrimp.” It was truly a divine 
revelation. When the shrimp began to boil in their shells, that fragrance 
transported to my childhood. Mother made the best gumbo I have ever eat-
en. Even at the age of 10, I diced and sliced vegetables for her using the big 
knife. I watched every step of the process until it was etched in my heart. I 
learned to make roux with equal parts fat and flour. I knew not to walk away 
from the pot, stirring all the way to the bottom as not to burn the delicate 
mixture. I knew my mother did not want a “light-skinned” roux, preferring 
more of a rich pecan or walnut color. I instinctively reached for our season-
ings of choice, salt, pepper, garlic powder, paprika, and of course, cayenne 
pepper. We were looking for a balanced taste with a bit of a back-of-the-
throat afterburn. To the roux we added the broth from the shrimp shells and 
the sauteed vegetables, tasting at every step.
	 It was here, in the kitchen, that Mother and I enjoyed a rare meeting of the 
minds. There was no fighting, no tears, no spankings in the kitchen. We were 
colleagues, partners embarked on an important mission for an exclusive cli-
ent, my father. It had to be right. Mother, born in Placquamine Parrish Loui-
siana in 1916, reared in New Orleans, was doing more than preparing a meal. 
The pride and tradition of her ancestors had to be reflected in every spoon. 
And although I didn’t know it, I was the last of the Thornton-Jefferson wom-
en to carry forth this important tradition that I know predated the 20th cen-
tury. Precariously balanced on a small kitchen chair, I peered into the large 
aluminum pot that was forever old. Watching the boiling brew calming to a 
simmer that would last 45 minutes to infuse the flavors completely, signaled 
time to cook the rice.
	 Since cooking became a “thing,” there has been much discussion about 
rice-cooking techniques. I cook rice the way my mother, father and Korean 
Uncle Roger cooked rice. We wash our rice until the water runs clear, add 
it to a heavy pot with a knuckle more water than rice. A little sprinkle of salt 
and a knob of salted butter were added just before the tight-fitting top was 
secured. The cold water and rice were brought to a bubbling, frothy boil for 
five to seven minutes before being turned down as low as possible and left to 
steam another twenty or so minutes. Success was measured by the fluffiness 
of the not sticky, individual grains of rice. Our method was (and is) fool-
proof.
	 All the while we collaborated on this witches’ brew, Mother would tell sto-
ries of her childhood. Sometimes she would tell the story of meeting my fa-
ther at a bar in Chicago after work with her girlfriends. They married a mere 
six weeks later and were married for the rest of their lives. I loved hearing 
those stories. I heard family gossip about drunken cousins being kicked out 
of Southside bars that ended up on my mental list of places I would go when 
I was grown. Other times, I heard first-hand stories of the black migration 
to Chicago only to find a different iteration of segregation and racism. It was 
these personal accounts that made the Civil Rights movement reports on the 
nightly news come alive. 
	 These stories were the foundation upon which my life was built. I didn’t 
understand it all until I grew into greater awareness of the past and the pres-
ent. I am who I am because of those stories. Thanks to the Carolinian, I can 
share them with you.

groups who address the problem, fund training programs for lactation con-
sultants at historically black colleges and universities, and provide care for 
mothers and their babies in areas of the state where maternal health care is 
lacking.
	 But proponents of the “MOMnibus” measure are quick to point out that it 
makes no difference what the educational or economic backgrounds of black 
mothers are, data shows that they are not treated with the same quality of 
care as white expecting mothers, resulting in a greater number of instances 
of death of either the mother or child. 
	 One would think that with statistics proving that black mothers are at 
greater risk in North Carolina of death, there would be bipartisan support 
for Sen. Murdock’s bill, but this is the fourth time she’s introduced it since 
2021, and thus far, she has no Republican co-sponsors for the latest version 
in either General Assembly chamber.
	 Indeed, none of the previous iterations of the “MOMnibus” measure ever 
made it out of committee in the Republican-controlled legislature.
	 SB 571 is presently in the Rules and Operations of the Senate Committee.

STATE BRIEFS
Continued from page 1
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Arts & Culture
	 RABAT, Morocco (AP) — Ameri-
can artist Kehinde Wiley unveiled 
a series of large-format portraits of 
African leaders in Morocco on Tues-
day, building on his now famous 
2018 portrait of former U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama sitting casually 
amid a wild cascade of leaves and 
flowers.	
	 His exhibition, entitled “A Maze of 
Power,” opened at the Mohammed 
VI Museum of Modern and Contem-
porary Art in Rabat, Morocco’s capi-
tal, after previously showing in Paris 
and Dakar, Senegal.
	 The artwork borrows from classi-
cal easel painting techniques, posing 
African leaders in a style mainly as-
sociated with European royalty and 
aristocracy.
	 “What I wanted to do was to draw 
ideas in, to be able to look at the 
depiction of power, both beautifully 
and problematically,” Wiley said.
	 In one portrait, Ethiopia’s for-
mer president, Sahle-Work Zewde, 
stands before a window, her nation’s 
bustling capital stretching behind 
her as her hand clasps a dangling 
flower.
	 In another, Hery Rajaonarimam-
pianina, former president of Mada-
gascar, is depicted sitting confidently 
astride a horse. And Alassane Ouat-
tara, president of Ivory Coast, is 

seen clenching his brow as he grips a 
sword in his right hand.
	 “I was thinking about the presi-
dency at large as a symbol, as a seat 
of power,” Wiley told The Associated 
Press at the opening of his exhibi-
tion.
	 “A Maze of Power” arrived in 
Morocco seven months after first 
showing at Paris’ Musée du Quai 
Branly — Jacques Chirac. It’s part 

of the Moroccan museum’s efforts to 
become a hub for African art ahead 
of the next year’s opening of the 
Museum of the African Continent, 
across the street in Rabat.
	 Wiley said that after his Obama 
portrait, he was able to leverage his 
connections to gain audiences with 
leaders from across Africa and per-
suade them to sit for him.
	 In addition to Obama’s, the por-

traits also echo Wiley’s earlier works, 
in which young Black men appear in 
poses most associated with paintings 
of kings and generals.
	 Showing his would-be subjects 
a book full of classical paintings to 
draw inspiration from, Wiley said he 
prepares for painting by taking hun-
dreds of photographs of each leader 
and then placing them in settings 
both real and abstract.

Artist Kehinde Wiley Puts Power In A Brand New Frame 

	 Although he wanted to show po-
litical power, the leaders’ individual 
political choices were not relevant to 
the series, Wiley said.
	 The leaders depicted include some 
marred by corruption scandals and 
others who ignored presidential 
term limits and repressed protestors. 
There are also two whose militaries 
are fighting each other in eastern 
Congo: Rwanda’s President Paul 

Kagame and Congo’s President Felix 
Tshisekedi.
	 Though Wiley said the role of 
some art can be to shed light on 
those affected by political decision-
making, his goals were different.
	 “This project is more about pulling 
way back and having a sort of bird’s-
eye view at the phenomena of the 
political portrait itself,” he said.

PORTRAIT OF FAURE 
GNASSINGBE, PRESIDENT OF 

TOGO

PORTRAIT OF NANA AKUFO -
ADDO, PRESIDENT OF GHANA

PORTRAIT OF SAHLE-WORK 
ZEWDE, PRESIDENT OF 

ETHIOPIA

PORTRAIT OF DENIS SASSOU 
NGUESSO, PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF CONGO

PORTRAIT OF HERY RAJAONARI-
MAMPIANINA, PRESIDENT OF 

MADAGASCAR

By Jordan Meadows
Staff Writer

	 Joseph Philippe Lemercier La-
roche, a 25-year-old Haitian en-
gineer, was the only known Black 
passenger, along with his children, 
aboard the ill-fated Titanic. His 
story, buried for decades beneath the 
weight of history, has recently re-
emerged.
	 Born on May 26, 1886, in Cap-
Haïtien, Haiti, Joseph Laroche was 
a gifted student. At just 15 years old, 
he was sent to Beauvais, France, to 
pursue a formal education in engi-
neering. He was fluent in French, 
Creole, and English, and by his early 
twenties, had completed his degree 
and was set on building a future for 
himself in Europe. 
	 In a suburb of Paris, Joseph met 
Juliette Lafargue, a young white 
French woman. Their bond was 
strong and deep, fostered by mutual 
respect and affection, and the two 
married in 1908. Their first daughter, 
Simonne, was born in 1909; a second 
daughter, Louise, arrived premature-
ly in 1910 and struggled with health 
issues throughout her infancy.

	 Despite his qualifications and 
ambition, Laroche faced relentless 
racial discrimination in France, 
especially due to his interracial 
marriage. The color of his skin of-
ten overshadowed his engineering 
degree and work ethic, and the jobs 
he did secure were low-paying, a 
consequence of the rampant racism 

of the era. 
	 As the family’s financial pressures 
mounted—especially with Louise’s 
medical needs—Laroche began to look 
beyond France. In 1911, his uncle, 
Cincinnatus Leconte, seized the presi-
dency of Haiti. Seeing an opportunity 
to support his family and return to his 
roots, Laroche accepted Leconte’s offer 

of a teaching position in Haiti.
	 The Laroches originally planned to 
move to Haiti later in 1912, but when 
Juliette discovered she was pregnant 
for a third time in early 1912, the cou-
ple chose to hasten their departure. 
Joseph’s mother gifted them first-
class tickets aboard the SS France as 
a gesture of welcome. However, the 
ship’s policy requiring children to re-
main in a separate nursery infuriated 
the couple, particularly given Louise’s 
health.
	 Determined to stay together as a 
family, they exchanged their tickets 
for second-class passage aboard the 
RMS Titanic—then hailed as the most 
luxurious ship ever built. On April 10, 
1912, the Laroches boarded the ship 
from Cherbourg, France.
	 At 11:40 p.m. on April 14, the Ti-
tanic struck an iceberg. Joseph quick-
ly realized the gravity of the situation. 

The Untold Story Of The Titanic’s Only Black Passenger
He woke Juliette, stuffed their valu-
ables into his pockets, and carried 
their sleeping daughters to the deck. 
His final known actions were ensur-
ing his daughters and pregnant wife 
were safely aboard a lifeboat. “We’ll 
see each other soon,” he told Juliette.
	 Joseph Laroche never made it off 
the Titanic. His body was never re-
covered.
	 Juliette, Simonne, and Louise were 
rescued by the RMS Carpathia the 
following morning. The two little girls 
were hoisted aboard in burlap sacks. 
Resources were scarce on the rescue 
ship—Juliette had to improvise dia-
pers out of stolen napkins. 
	 When they arrived in New York on 
April 18, there was no one waiting for 
them. With her husband gone and no 
support in America, Juliette returned 
to Villejuif, France. The following 
month, she gave birth to a son, whom 

she named Joseph in honor of his fa-
ther.
	 The story of Joseph Laroche re-
mained largely untold for most of the 
20th century. It wasn’t until much 
later that the world began to recog-
nize the significance of his presence 
aboard the Titanic. His daughter Lou-
ise, who lived until 1998, helped bring 
attention to her father’s legacy. In 
1995, she returned to the SS Nomadic 
for the first time since 1912, joining 
other Titanic survivors in a tribute to 
those lost.
	 In a narrative so often dominated 
by the wealthy elite and tragic ro-
mance, Joseph Laroche’s story cuts 
through with truth and depth. It is 
the story of a Black man who, despite 
facing systemic barriers, sought a bet-
ter life for his family. It is the story of 
love defying the odds and a father’s 
final act of courage.

By Ms Jheri Worldwide 
Staff Writer

	 When it comes to Black cin-
ema, the bar has been definitively 
raised. Ryan Coogler’s latest offer-
ing, “Sinners,” isn’t just a film; it’s 
an elevation. With a $45 million 
dollar opening weekend this film 
is making waves. From its opening 
scene to the credits, this picture 
pulses with emotion,  weaving 
together historic references and 
rich cultural nuances with a cast of 
characters that shine both individ-
ually and as a powerful collective.  
	 While categorized as horror, 
“Sinners” delivers an unexpect-
edly profound emotional engage-
ment. This isn’t cheap fright; it’s 
a deeply human experience that 
resonates far beyond the genre’s 
typical tropes. Coogler masterfully 
explores themes of displacement 
and immigration, not just within 
the Black diaspora, but as a fun-
damental aspect of the human 
condition. To see the Caribbean, 
Africa, Asia, and Europe seam-
lessly folded into this complex and 
mystical narrative feels truly un-
conventional and groundbreaking.
	 And then there’s Michael B. 
Jordan. If one of him is captivat-
ing, two are simply mesmerizing. 
His portrayal of dual roles is not 
merely a technological feat; it’s a 
testament to his continued growth 
as an actor. The seamless com-

Coogler Elevates Black Cinema 
With A Mystical Masterpiece

4PM - 8PM

munication between his characters 
is a pleasure to witness, adding 
another layer of brilliance to an 
already exceptional film.
	 “Sinners” is more than just a 
horror movie; it’s a cultural mo-
ment. It’s a film that will spark 
conversations, challenge perspec-
tives,  and leave a lasting im-
pact. For readers of The Carolin-
ian seeking cinema that is both 
thought-provoking and deeply 
moving, “Sinners” is an absolute 
must-see.
	 In addition to creating an out-
standing and remarkable f i lm 
business was handled! According 

to MorningBrew.com, “ Coogler, 
reportedly, sought ~$90 million 
for Sinners with a few strings 
attached. He needed to retain 
control of the film’s final cut and 
receive a percentage of the box-
office gross from the beginning of 
the film’s theatrical run (rather 
than waiting for a cut after it be-
came profitable, which is more 
common). But he also insisted that 
ownership of the film would re-
vert to him after 25 years. Warner 
Bros. agreed.”
	 We loved “Sinners” and look 
forward to what’s next from Black 
cinema. 

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 Nestled conveniently near Glen-
wood Avenue South, Adara Spa 
offers a tranquil escape right in 
the heart of our bustling city. This 
beautifully decorated spa specializes 
in a range of rejuvenating massages 
and meticulous nail care services, 
providing a welcome sanctuary from 
the everyday hustle. While easily ac-
cessible, Adara Spa enjoys a wonder-
fully tucked-away location, creating 
an immediate sense of calm and se-
renity upon arrival. The welcoming 
atmosphere is palpable, a testament 
to owner Sundre’s dedication to 
ensuring every client experiences ul-
timate comfort and relaxation. With 
over a decade of serving the Raleigh 
community, Sundre’s passion for 
her craft and her clients truly shines 
through.
What sets Adara Spa apart is not 

only its exceptional services but also 
its warm embrace of group bookings. 
Whether you’re planning a bridal 
party outing, a team-building experi-
ence, or simply a relaxing afternoon 
with friends or family, Adara Spa 
provides the perfect setting to un-
wind and connect. To ensure your 

Business Spotlight: Adara Spa 

group enjoys a seamless and bliss-
ful experience, advanced booking is 
highly recommended. Discover the 
serene escape that awaits at Adara 
Spa and celebrate well-being in the 
company of those you cherish. Ex-
plore the offerings and book your 
experience at: www.adaraspa.com
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Community
By Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

	 The 19th Annual NC Black Summit 
was held last Thursday and Friday at 
the Raleigh Marriott Crabtree, bring-
ing together Black elected officials, 
public policy advocates, community 
stakeholders, strategic partners, and 
constituents from across the state. 
	 Under the theme Charting OUR 
Course Through a Crisis, the sold-
out event served as a vital gathering 
point for Black leadership to navigate 
the post-election climate, address 
pressing community concerns, and 
recommit to building a more equi-
table and just North Carolina.
	 This year’s Summit came at a criti-
cal juncture. As legislative threats to 
diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
grow and economic disparities wid-
en, the Summit called on attendees 
to stay the course, resist distractions, 
and focus on the collective priorities 
of North Carolina’s Black communi-
ties. 
	 “The Black Alliance and our 
state continue to push through 
these challenges,” said Rep. Val-
erie Foushee, Board Chair of the NC 
Black Alliance.
	 Governor Josh Stein opened the 
Friday program with a welcome 
speech that highlighted key areas in 
his proposed budget—early care and 
education, healthcare, and housing. 
	 “Let’s chart a course through 
these uncertain times,” Stein said. 
“Something that is forward-looking, 

By Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 The City of Raleigh’s rich history 
is about to shine even brighter. The 
beloved Dr. Manassa Thomas Pope 
House, a significant landmark in 
our city, is currently undergoing a 
much-anticipated facelift, promising 
a revitalized experience for residents 
and visitors alike.
	 According to estimates from the 
dedicated team at the City of Raleigh 
Museum, the extensive work is pro-
gressing smoothly, with the grand 
reopening tentatively scheduled 
for this winter. This rejuvenation 
project will undoubtedly enhance 
the visitor experience, ensuring that 
the legacy of Dr. Manassa Thomas 
Pope, a prominent African American 

something that represents the best of 
North Carolina. And together, we will 
build a state that is safer, stronger, 
and more prosperous with opportu-
nity for every one of us.”
	 The Summit featured a rich agen-
da packed with town halls, break-
out policy sessions, and powerful 
keynote addresses. Pastor James D. 
Gailliard, Senior Pastor of Word Tab-
ernacle Church, delivered the open-
ing plenary keynote, emphasizing 
faith-rooted leadership in times of 
crisis. Later in the day, South Caroli-
na Representative John C. King gave 
the keynote at the Senator Jeanne H. 
Lucas Luncheon, followed by a com-
pelling closing banquet address by 
LaTosha Brown, co-founder of Black 
Voters Matter, who energized the 
crowd around civic engagement and 
voter empowerment.
	 One of the Summit’s most an-
ticipated sessions, “The State of Our 
Democracy,” took place Thursday 
afternoon, featuring an unscripted 
dialogue around recent legislative 
efforts aimed at dismantling DEI 
initiatives in public education and 
government institutions. Moderated 
by Marcus Bass, Deputy Director of 
the NC Black Alliance, the panel in-
cluded Ashlei Blue of America Votes, 
Serena Sebring of Blueprint NC, and 
Desmera Gatewood, who discussed 
strategies for protecting democracy 
and expanding the electorate.
	 On Friday, policy sessions covered 
education equity, healthcare access, 
the economy’s impact on Black com-

physician, businessman, and civic 
leader, continues to resonate for 
generations to come. Pictured is a 
descendant of Dr. Pope, Jonas Pope 
IV, with a few artifacts saved from 
the trash. 
	 The Dr. Pope House serves as a 
vital window into Raleigh’s past as 
part of the City of Raleigh Museum 
network, The museum offers invalu-
able insights into the life and times 
of a remarkable individual and the 
broader African American experi-
ence in the early 20th century. The 
ongoing upgrades signal a renewed 
commitment to preserving and cel-
ebrating this important piece of our 
local heritage. As winter approaches, 
residents of Raleigh can look for-
ward to once again stepping through 
the doors of the Dr. MT Pope House, 

munities, and emerging civic engage-
ment models. A standout session 
titled “Centering Justice in Marginal-
ized Communities” brought together 
thought leaders to explore justice-
centered approaches to health, hous-
ing, and public safety.
	 “We are here for three critical 
things: a healthy education, solid and 
coherent organization, and a mobili-
zation of systemic change personally 
and politically,” Collins said. The cur-
rent material conditions… are creat-
ing firestorms across immigration, 
economic development, education—
the things we need the most are the 
areas of government and society that 
are being robbed the most.”
	 The panel continued to discuss the 
purposes of their respective organiza-
tions and how they can work to make 
progress in getting justice in margin-
alized communities. 

ready to immerse themselves in 
history brought to life with a fresh 
perspective. The Carolinian will 
continue to provide updates on the 
reopening as they become available.
and in local government, addressing 
the need for more inclusive decision-
making and representative leader-
ship at every level.
	 Notable attendees included State 
Senator Kandie Smith, Chair of the 
North Carolina Legislative Black 
Caucus; Rev. Corine Mack, President 
of the NAACP Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Branch; Alyssa Canty, Board 
Chair of Blueprint NC; and Raki Mc-
Gregor, Chief Executive in Residence 
with Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools. 
Other prominent figures included 
The Honorable Carol A. Worley of 
Clinton City Schools, Mayor Pro Tem 
Jessica Harrison of Zebulon, and 
Guilford County Commissioner J. 
Carlvena Foster.
	 The NC Department of Adminis-
tration’s Office for Historically Un-
derutilized Businesses had an infor-
mational table on-site, offering re-
sources to local entrepreneurs, while 
92.10 FM’s People’s Choice Station 
captured real-time community feed-
back and interviews throughout the 
event.
	 In a special moment of recogni-
tion, The Honorable G. Michael 
Cogdell, former Chair of the NC As-
sociation of Black County Officials, 
received the Viola Harris Award for 
his long-standing service and leader-
ship.

	 “We are fighting for accountability 
with law enforcement to ensure each 
of us, and everyone who looks like 
us can stay safe. We are an organiza-
tion that unapologetically works for 
the advancement of the liberation of 
Black people because we are always 
the last to receive any benefit,” Dawn 
Blagrove of Emancipate NC said. 
	 Alongside Samone Dillahunt (Ad-
vance Community Health) and Mela-
nie Allen (HIVE Fund), Dr. Courtney 
Woods of UNC Gillings School of 
Public Health explained how envi-
ronmental efforts and public health 
are significant to marginalized com-
munities. 	
	 “I would love to think about what 
it means to both prioritize the hu-
mans that are on this planet and our 
natural world that we rely on for all 
the resources we need for living, the 
ways we as state and local officials 

Charting A Path Forward: The 19th Annual NC Black Summit

Historic Dr. MT Pope House In 
Raleigh Set for Winter Reopening 

can think about how to protect the 
communities and the natural envi-
ronment,” Dr. Woods said. “Certain 
communities are overburdened with 
environmental hazards and harms.”
	 Leaders discussed actionable strat-
egies to preserve and strengthen 
North Carolina’s public school sys-
tems as vehicles of opportunity for 
all. Conversations also turned toward 
Black leadership on school boards 
and in local government, addressing 
the need for more inclusive decision-
making and representative leader-
ship at every level.
	 Notable attendees included State 
Senator Kandie Smith, Chair of the 
North Carolina Legislative Black 
Caucus; Rev. Corine Mack, President 
of the NAACP Charlotte-Mecklen-
burg Branch; Alyssa Canty, Board 
Chair of Blueprint NC; and Raki Mc-
Gregor, Chief Executive in Residence 

with Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools. 
Other prominent figures included 
The Honorable Carol A. Worley of 
Clinton City Schools, Mayor Pro Tem 
Jessica Harrison of Zebulon, and 
Guilford County Commissioner J. 
Carlvena Foster.
	 The NC Department of Admin-
istration’s Office for Historically 
Underutilized Businesses had an in-
formational table on-site, offering re-
sources to local entrepreneurs, while 
92.10 FM’s People’s Choice Station 
captured real-time community feed-
back and interviews throughout the 
event.
	 In a special moment of recogni-
tion, The Honorable G. Michael 
Cogdell, former Chair of the NC As-
sociation of Black County Officials, 
received the Viola Harris Award for 
his long-standing service and leader-
ship.

	 TEAM WORK MAKES THE DREAM WORK—In the regular season finale, the North Carolina Central 
men’s tennis team swept Shaw 7-0 on Friday afternoon. The Eagles head into the postseason with 
a 15-5 record for the first time in the Division I era. (Steve Worthy Photo)
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Practical Biblical Principles

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

	 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

LOVE ON A TWO-WAY STREET
By Pastor William Eli Ratcliff

	 I hope that you had a Blessed, 
Beautiful, and Celebratory Easter 
Sunday, which many believers all 
over the world refer to as Resurrec-
tion Sunday!
	 However, some only know Easter 
as the symbol of Peter Cottontail 
hopping down the Bunny Trail. I 
pray that we are in agreement that 
Easter is a fundamental event in our 
Christian faith that signifies Jesus’ 
victory over sin and death.
	 Mark 11:1-11 AMP tells us how Je-
sus made His Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem:
	 When they were nearing Jeru-
salem…And many [of the people] 
(a crowd a multitude) spread their 
coats on the road [as an act of tribute 
and homage before a new king], and 
others [scattered a layer of] leafy 
branches which they had cut from 
the fields [honoring Him as Mes-
siah]. Those who went in front and 
those who were following [Him] 
were shouting [in joy and praise], 
“Hosanna BLESSED IS HE WHO 
COMES IN THE NAME OF THE 
LORD! “Blessed is the coming king-
dom of our father, David! Hosanna 
in the highest!” 
	 The trail that Jesus took in this 
gospel of Mark turned out to be a 
phony Trial. The Bible says that 
very early in the morning, the chief 
priests, with the elders, the teachers 
of the law, and the whole Sanhe-
drin, made their plans and eventu-
ally bound Jesus, led him away, and 
handed him over to Pilate.
	 Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a 
borrowed colt. Crowds gathered, lay-
ing down coats and palm branches 
as if He were royalty. They shouted, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes 
in the name of the Lord!” It was a 
parade of praise—a red carpet mo-
ment with no carpet—just people 
who believed something powerful 
was happening.
	 However, sadly, ironically, the 
same street Jesus came in on—lined 
with love, praise, and palm branch-
es—turned cold just six days later. If 
you keep reading in Mark, you’ll find 
that the shouts of “Hosanna” were 
replaced with cries of “Crucify Him!” 
The street of celebration turned into 
a road of rejection. That brings us to 
today’s message: Love on a Two-Way 
Street.

IT WASN’T THE NAILS WHICH 
HELD HIM ON THE CROSSBy 

Read: John 3:16;1 John 4:12-21
By: John L. Caldwell, Pastor

New Jerusalem Baptist Cathedral
	 How many times must Christ prove 
to us He loves us? When we take the 
time to note, in detail, just what our 
Lord did to purchase our salvation 
we can only be amazed. What He did 
and how He did it is nothing less than 
the revelation of what true love is all 
about. What’s beautiful about what 
our Lord did for us is that He made it 
personal. Like a man seeking his bride 
with anticipatory passion and love, is 
no less than Christ seeking His church 
to love and to present it to the father 
without spot or wrinkle.
	 In God’s agenda, there is only one 
kind of love and that is “gape’ love. 
This love is defined as: giving the other 
person the best that you have in order 
to make him/her the best person they 
can be without receiving or expecting 
nothing in return. This is God’s love. 
God is love. This is the type of Love 
Jesus has for His brothers and sisters. 
He showed us this love when He died 
for us on that old rugged cross. He 
made it personal. Love is personal, 
otherwise, nothing good or honorable 
will come from it. Jesus loved us when 
we didn’t even love ourselves.
	 It is unfortunate that some believers 
have problems reading and not under-
stand the spiritual aspect of this Book, 
the” Songs of Solomon.” When the 67 
Books of the Bible were canonized in 
325 AD by the Church Council of Ni-
caea, it recognized the “spiritual value” 
of this book with its content consist-
ing of sensual and sexual expressions 
(Solomon 1:2, 4:5, 8:6). King Solomon 
wrote this Book which details his first 

	 First, I want you to know that 
There’s a Thin Line Between Love 
and Hate. The people who praised 
Him on Sunday were calling for His 
death by Friday. Why? Because love 
on a one-way street can change fast.
	 Pilate asked the people who they 
wanted—Jesus or Barabbas. The 
chief priests stirred up the crowd, 
and just like that, Jesus was sen-
tenced. Sometimes, people will love 
you as long as you meet their expec-
tations. But when you challenge their 
comfort, they can flip the script. 
That’s the danger of love that doesn’t 
run both ways. Real love—God’s 
love—is consistent, unconditional, 
and doesn’t switch lanes when things 
get hard. 
	 But secondly, here’s where the 
message turns for us. I want you to 
know that - When You Choose Jesus, 
You Choose Love. Jesus never lost 
His purpose. Even when betrayed by 
Judas, mocked by soldiers, or denied 
by Peter—He chose LOVE!
They questioned His authority—He 
kept loving us. They plotted to kill 
Him—but He kept loving us. They 
arrested and crucified Him—BUT 
HE kept ON…LOVING……US. 
	 The Devil will try to push us all 
off getting or staying on the right 
path. The enemy will place ditches 
and distractions on our city streets 
with—gangs, drugs, bitterness, and 
discouragement, to mention a few. 
But the Word reminds us that there 
is still a street called Straight (Acts 
9:11), and if you stay on it, you’ll find 
purpose, peace, salvation, and love. 
	 Thirdly, I want you to know how 
important that is because Real Love 
Overcomes the Grave. Mark Chap-
ter 16 tells us that when the women 
went to the tomb, they saw that the 
stone had been rolled away. An angel 
said, “He is not here. He is risen!” 
That’s the real love I’m talking 
about— It’s RESURRECTING LOVE!
	 That’s not the kind of love that 
gives up when it’s buried under 
doubt or disappointment. That’s love 
that GOT BACK UP… with all pow-
er…ALL POWER…ALL POWER in 
its hands. Jesus’ Resurrection proves 
that even when love is rejected, 
mocked, and crucified, it can still rise 
again.
	 I WANT YOU TO KNOW The 
World Might Fail, But God’s Love 
WILL NEVER FAIL. The old Saints 
sang the song, “Heaven and earth 

experience of falling in love. This book 
was written before Solomon strayed 
from the “straight and narrow” and 
started marrying other women. This 
was Solomon’s eventual downfall.
	 The “take away” from this book is 
that King Solomon expressed his feel-
ings of love as a gift from God and all 
that goes with it. Love and sex are gifts 
from God. Love and sex come from no 
other source. God gave Adam and Eve 
permission to love each other (Genesis 
1:28; 2:18). The Book of Hebrews tells 
us the marriage bed is undefiled (He-
brews 13:4). There is no shame in the 
love-gift God gives to his children. It 
is the Believers responsibility to keep 
God’s gift of love holy. Less we forget 
in the Book of Revelation, Christ is 
going to marry His bride, the Church 
(us).
	 Another take-away is that the 
Church Council of Nicaea recognized 
the passion expressed by Solomon as 
the very same kind of passion Christ 
has for His church and for the world, 
and for the people He died for (John 
3:16). No greater love a man has for 
his brother/sister than to lay down 
his life for him/her. Jesus showed His 
love for us and laid down his life for us 
so that we wouldn’t have to lose our 
own. Love covers a multitude of sin (1 
Peter 4:8) and this is what our Lord 
did for us. He not only covered our 
sins but washed them completely away 
(1 Peter 4:8). If this isn’t love, then 
what is it? Jesus made it personal.
	 It can challenge the immature 
minds of some Christians to even 
think that Jesus loves us as pas-
sionately as King Solomon loved that 
Shulamite woman. It is for this reason 
the Council of Nicaea included this 
Book in the canonization of our Bible. 

may pass away, but JESUS never 
FAILS.”
	 We live in a divided world—politi-
cally, socially, and spiritually. People 
will criticize you, dig ditches in your 
path, and put up false exits to make 
you turn back. But I stopped by to-
day to let you know we aren’t called 
to follow the crowd; we’re called to 
follow Christ!!!
	 I always like to say to everybody 
that we are Imperfect People Serv-
ing a Perfect Savior. Some people 
are out here looking for a “perfect 
church.” Let me tell you something—
if you ever find one, don’t join it. 
Because once you join it, it will never 
be perfect again!
	 We are imperfect people serving a 
perfect Savior, and we are all sinners 
saved by Grace, which is God’s Re-
demption at Christ’s Expense. He’s 
the One who died without sin so we 
could live free from it.
	 My wife sometimes wore pants 
to work before she retired from the 
North Carolina Department of Rev-
enue. One day, a woman had the 
audacity to tell her, “I believe women 
who wear pants are going to hell.” 
But the First Lady didn’t argue with 
her but calmly replied, “I believe 
there will be women in hell wearing 
dresses too.” 
	 I say to you: Don’t get caught up 
in religion and miss the relation-
ship. This love isn’t about pants or 
dresses—it’s about Jesus and His 
power to save. The secular world has 
a song that says, “I found love on a 
two-way street and lost it on a lonely 
highway.”
	 Let me set the record straight: The 
love I’m talking about won’t leave 
you lonely. The LOVE I’m talking 
about will hold you when the world 
walks away. The LOVE I’m talking 
about will keep you even when oth-
ers try to tear you down.
	 But how many of you today are 
like me and can say, I’ve got a new 
song, and now I can sing that old 
hymn, “I was sinking deep in sin, far 
from the peaceful shore, Very deeply 
stained within, sinking to rise no 
more; But the Master of the sea, HE 
Heard my despairing cry, and from 
the waters lifted me, now safe am I.”
	 AND nothing or nobody else could 
help, not mama, daddy, grandma or 
grandpa, not my sister or my brother 
could help. Love, I say LOVE lifted 
me.

This book highlights, in a spiritual 
sense, the enduring love and passion 
Christ has for the entire world. He 
created each of us as individuals and 
has the omnipotent ability and power 
to love each of us as a separate per-
son. He made it personal. Jesus is 
the “Good Shepherd,” and we are the 
sheep of His pasture. He knows each 
of his sheep by name. Jesus made it 
personal.
	 Our Lord loved us so much He 
didn’t want Heaven without us. He 
wanted us to endure and survive all 
the “ugly stuff” the world will throw at 
us and all the ugly stuff we will throw 
at ourselves. In short, Christ didn’t 
want to lose us in anyway. He loved 
us so much and was willing to pay the 
ultimate price of sacrificing His own 
life to save ours for heaven. He made 
it personal. This is what kept Him on 
the cross. It was not those seven-inch 
rusty nails which held and kept Him 
hanging on that ole rugged cross, it 
was His love for each of us which kept 
Him on that cross.
	 In order to rescue and redeem each 
of us from experiencing eternal sepa-
ration from Him and His Father, He 
endured the pain and shame which 
the cross gave Him. Jesus with His 
passion for us endured the cross and 
His amazing love held Him on the 
cross for us. God’s love is life and God 
is love. Jesus told us that He was the 
light and life of men which He intend-
ed to give us. And He did! It was His 
passionate love for us that made it all 
work out for heaven’s sake. It wasn’t 
the nails that kept Him on the cross, 
it was His love for us which kept Him 
there. Yes, it was God’s amazing grace 
and Love that did it. This is what Eas-
ter is all about.

Obituaries

PHI LAMBDA, ALPHA PHI 
ALPHA BROTHER JOSEPH 

MERRICK SANSOM
By Eugene Watkins
	 Phi Lambda honors Bro. Joseph 
Merrick Sansom (Phi Lambda, ‘69) 
for his lifelong dedication to com-
munity service, which began in his 
youth with a memorable experience 
in Durham. 
	 At just six years old, he witnessed 
a stark contrast between wealth and 
poverty, seeing a luxurious car and 
a large TV in a home where a baby 
slept in a cardboard box. Now at 81, 
Bro. Sansom, a retired executive, 
reflects on how this moment shaped 
his core values of faith, family, and 
community. His career as a fiscal 
analyst at IBM and a leader at Me-
chanics & Farmers Bank has been 
rooted in sound financial practices, 
yet he actively contributes to causes 
like economic development in South-
east Raleigh and the annual Martin 
Luther King Day memorial. 
	 As the first African-American 
deputy state treasurer, he remains 
politically active and has partnered 
with the YMCA of the Triangle to 
create a new branch in Southeast 
Raleigh, offering affordable housing 
and grocery options.  
	 Bro. Sansom was raised in a fam-
ily deeply committed to community 
service. His father, Phi Lambda Bro. 
J.J. Sansom (Alpha Rho, ‘35), served 
as president of Mechanics and Farm-
ers Bank, established in 1907 by 
African American entrepreneurs in 
Durham, historically recognized as 
“Black Wall Street.” Bro. J.J. San-
som, who transitioned to the omega 
chapter in 1989, was also an active 
advocate for civil rights.  
	 Growing up in Durham, Bro. Jo-
seph M. Sansom attended Hillside 
High School, a segregated institution 
for African American students at 
the time. At 16, his family relocated 
to Raleigh, where he enrolled in a 
Catholic school located at the Sacred 
Heart Cathedral. Reflecting on this 
transition, Sansom noted that the 
nuns were believed to provide him 
with the discipline he needed.  
	 He later pursued his education at 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, focus-

ing on business and finance. Upon 
graduation, he joined IBM, which 
had recently established operations 
in the Triangle area. His career there 
spanned 25 years, interrupted briefly 
by military service during the Viet-
nam War, where he was drafted into 
a significant accounting position. He 
humorously remarked on the power 
of his role, stating, “No one wanted 
to mess with me because I wrote the 
checks.”  
	 Bro. Sansom has maintained a 
strong connection to Mechanics and 
Farmers Bank, where he worked as a 
teller and bookkeeper during his col-
lege years. He jokingly claims to be 
among the few board members with 
actual experience at the bank. In the 
1980s, he was elected as a director 
and currently as chairman oversees 
its Raleigh operations, ensuring the 
bank’s profitability while uphold-
ing its core values, a legacy that has 
endured for over a century.  While 
his involvement with the bank is a 
vital aspect of his family heritage, 

it represents just one of many rela-
tionships he has cultivated with key 
community stakeholders, each hold-
ing its own importance.
	 Bro. Sansom is also deeply in-
volved with various organizations, 
including the Salvation Army, Wake 
County Schools’ leadership acad-
emies, and Shaw University. He hu-
morously shares his attempts to con-
vey his pride as a Morehouse gradu-
ate, despite his wife attending Shaw 
and his mother teaching there. As a 
member of Shaw’s board of trustees, 
he has played a key role in initiatives 
such as securing a new transmitter 
for the university’s radio station and 
introducing its new president to the 
community. Furthermore, he has 
reached out to St. Augustine’s Col-
lege, expressing his commitment to 
supporting historically black institu-
tions during tough times. 
	 Let’s all celebrate Bro. Sansom! 
An exemplary Alpha man who repre-
sents our values and serves our com-
munities.

Joseph Merrick Sansom

	 IN THE COMMUNITY—Joe Sansom and Carolinian Publisher 
Adria Jervay at a Back-To-School event in Lyons Park, 2018
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Editorials

Editorial Policy
 Unsigned editorials in this space are the opinion of the newspaper. All other opinion 
pieces, including those from regular columnists, are the opinion of the writers themselves. 
The Carolinian strives to provide provocative commentary that is likely to spur thoughtful 
debate, regardless of whether we agree with it. 

IT’S GOT TO START SOMEWHERE

 This month’s been good to me—starting with the jokes about 
April Fools’ Day being canceled. I’ll let y’all guess what the 
punchline was for that one—LOL.
 Then Carmen Cauther called me up and asked if I’d join her 
at a junior high school out here in Wake County. The kids were 
doing interviews about the Civil Rights Movement, and I blessed 
myself by saying yes. My first blessing? Just being in the presence 
of Carmen and all she does to inspire the community—teaching 
folks about the legacy of Southeast Raleigh and all the people 
who’ve worked to make this city a better place for everybody.
 Then, there was the life and legacy of Dudley Flood—a man 
whose name is synonymous with progressive education policy in 
North Carolina. He was interviewed by the students and spoke 
simply about what it means to live a life of purpose and dedica-
tion. Though I suspect he’s well past 80, he has the energy of a 
much younger man.
 Another blessing was reconnecting with my former schoolmate 
from the wonderful J.W. Ligon High School—Sandra Winters—
whom I hadn’t seen in over five years. I was inspired by the idea 
of teaching kids at the level of their curiosity. I wasn’t disappoint-
ed when it came time for my own interview.
 The students were serious about their questions. They asked 
what life was like “back then,” what segregation felt like. I didn’t 
tell a sob story—I told them about how we lived and what we did 
for fun: street skating, bike riding, jacks, marbles, dodgeball, and 
baseball with rocks for bases.
 They wanted to know about my friendships—many of which 
have lasted my entire life—and about how wonderful and smart 
our teachers were. I was especially inspired by the fact that the 
school’s principal, assistant principal, and even the teacher’s re-

source consultant were all Black.
 The library was full of books—both new titles and cherished 
classics. Everyone I met in the office, regardless of race, was 
friendly with each other and with us visitors. And I thought to 
myself: if the national administration would just leave us alone, 
we would make America great.
 There was one white child in the group, and he fit right in—un-
bothered, part of the energy. And I’m happy to report that this 
change has already started. He was living proof of what can be. 
There was also one white teacher in the room—he fit in beauti-
fully, too. I hugged him for his thank-yous, and for being living 
evidence of someone who loves his job and challenges kids to be 
their best.
 Then came Friday night—the NC Black Alliance’s sponsorship 
of the iconic Black Summit. This event was the brainchild of Brad 
Thompson 19 years ago. I remember the question he once asked 
me, his mind clearly working: “Wouldn’t you think that no matter 
who the Black elected officials are, the issues remain the same?”
 Of course, I said yes—as he knew I would.
 The late Ralph Campbell, my classmate, gave seed money 
alongside others to start this initiative. And now, others are car-
rying that ball forward.
 There were many team members—and forgive me if I can’t re-
call all the names and regions—but I must mention:
• Courtney Crowder, the best hugger in the world
• Marcus Bass, the righteous brother on the move
• Valerie Foushee, a sister with many plans
• Dionne Lester, who puts things together without glue
• Iris Phillips, a blessed sister whose company, Grace Federal So-

lutions, is a sponsor
 People, it has to start somewhere.
 When God gives you a vision, your job is to execute it. Others 
will come along to nourish and sustain it.
 There were powerful speakers—people who stay the course and 
inspire others to do the same. Just to name a few (in no particu-
lar order): Rev. Al Sharpton, Bakari Sellers, Doug Wilder, James 
Clyburn, Congresswoman Eva Clayton, G.K. Butterfield, Cathy 
Hughes, and Dr. William Barber.
 Friday night’s speaker was LaTosha Brown, co-founder of Black 
Voters Matter.
 That sister was electric. Not a preacher—but she preached. Not 
quoting Jesus—but she sure represented him well, even if she 
never said the name.
 She had us close our eyes and envision a world without racism, 
where everyone had what they needed to fulfill their God-given 
purpose: food, housing, education, and health care.
 What a vision. What an idea—that each of us speak up, take ac-
tion, and be responsible for each day.
 She didn’t quote scripture word for word, but both scripture 
and our shared history underpinned her entire message. Anyone 
who didn’t walk away realizing they were placed here on purpose 
was either literally or emotionally asleep.
 I wish everyone could’ve heard her.
 But I’ve walked with God long enough to know this: the people 
who were supposed to be there were there. And if they’re obedi-
ent to the God within, they will be the changemakers—whether 
they’re 13-year-old twin boys or the oldest person in the room.
 We’ve got to start somewhere, folks.
 Be on purpose during this time. And I submit to you: you don’t 
have to look for a place to start. Wherever you’ve been placed—is 
where you start.
 Just be mindful of how powerful you are.
 Wherever you go, whatever you do—do it knowing God placed 
you there for a reason.
 Start.

Top Five Signs We Are In A Constitutional 
Crisis and Finding Joy 

The Digital Brothel

By Ms. Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

 There is an ongoing debate among scholars and commentators regard-
ing whether the United States is currently experiencing a constitutional 
crisis. According to Harvard, which is currently standing on business, a 
constitutional crisis generally refers to a situation where the fundamental 
principles and processes of a nation’s constitution are severely challenged 
or appear incapable of resolving critical political conflicts. 
 Here are the signs. Several key indicators can signal that a nation might 
be facing a constitutional crisis:
•  General Disregard for Constitutional Norms and Traditions: This in-

cludes the erosion of unwritten rules and practices that are crucial to 
the functioning of government.

•  Fundamental Conflicts Between Branches of Government: This oc-
curs when the executive, legislative, and judicial branches are in-
volved in protracted and severe conflicts that paralyze government or 
undermine the authority of one another.

•  Challenges to the Legitimacy of Elections and the Democratic Pro-
cess: A critical sign, this includes widespread and unfounded allega-
tions of voter fraud, attempts to subvert election results, or significant 
restrictions on voting rights.

•  Erosion of the Rule of Law: This occurs when the principle that ev-
eryone, including government officials, is subject to and accountable 
under the law is undermined.

•  Political Violence or the Threat Thereof: While not always directly a 
constitutional issue, widespread political violence or threats can indi-
cate a breakdown in the constitutional order.

•  Inability to Resolve Fundamental Political Disputes Within the Exist-
ing Constitutional Framework: This occurs when major political dis-
agreements become so intractable that the established constitutional 
mechanisms seem incapable of providing a resolution.

•  Disregard for Fundamental Rights and Liberties: Systemic violations 
or threats to core constitutional rights can signal a crisis.

•  Constitutional Impasse: This refers to situations where the govern-
ment becomes unable to function effectively due to fundamental dis-
agreements over constitutional powers or interpretations.

 Based on our current situation in the United States, all likely indicators 
confirm we are in a constitutional crisis. In recent years, the U.S. has wit-
nessed several events and trends that some observers argue are indicative 
of constitutional stress, if not a crisis. Indicators include challenges to 
the 2020 election results, increased political polarization and gridlock, 
executive actions, and legal challenges. Some executive actions have faced 
significant legal challenges, raising questions about the scope of presiden-
tial power. Above all, public trust in institutions has declined in recent 
decades. While there is not a universal consensus on whether the U.S. is 
in a full-blown constitutional crisis, there are significant challenges and 
periods of stress that raise concerns about the health and resilience of our 
constitutional order. Whether these stresses escalate into a full-blown cri-
sis depends on future events and the commitment of political actors and 
the public to upholding constitutional principles and norms.

By Rodney Ross
 Men are more likely to be victims of sexual harassment on digital platforms than 
women, in my opinion. Recently, Pro Football Hall of Famer  Shanon Sharpe made 
headlines for a baseless lawsuit of sexual harassment where the Jane Doe plaintiff is 
suing for 50 million dollars.  But who is at fault and who is really the victim?  Per-
haps both are victims of a toxic digital brothel known as social media.
 On social media platforms like Meta owned Instagram, Artificial  Intelegance ac-
counts are created with images of black women adorned with voluptuous breasts, 
small waistlines,  perfect even-toned skin, fit athletic frames, full curly afros,  no 
weave, and all that men are conditioned to find physically attractive.  These ac-
counts aggressively reach out to males within a broad range of ages.  Some of the 
images are real women, some of the photos are stolen pictures of women, and some 
are  Ai generated.  Its procure is whoever sits behind the desk coding the algorithm.   
 An attractive woman, doing fitness exercises wearing almost nothing, with their 
posterior pointed towards the camera.  Often times these accounts will pull men 
away from the original social media platform, for one more personal like Only Fans. 
where men are then solicited for money to view more provocative and revealing 
clips. Again, these images and videos may be real, and they may also be Ai gener-
ated.
 Then there are the constant commercials on YouTube and banners on websites, 
suggesting improved sexual stamina, fuller girth, length, and stiffness.  Women are 
used in the video’s advertisements and solicitations by offering testimony on how 
much they loved their partner’s ability to please them more when they used a prod-
uct.   They are designed to exploit men’s insecurities, and their overwhelming desire 
to please - albeit at a cost.  Simultaneously it is reinforcing the toxic notion of how 
to perceive interactions with women.   They are seen as objects of gratification first, 
second, and last with no value beyond sex.  
 The women portrayed in those videos may be actors, or the women are Ai gener-
ated.  To no fault of the men who are bombarded with this constant sexual stimulus, 
are attacked with these advertisements simply because they are men who clicked 
on a website that is common for men to view like sports, fish and tackle, firearms.  
This happens from data collection when accessing web content on computers, filling 
out online forms that request personal information, as well as downloading apps to 
your phone that gain access to your photos and text messages.  That information is 
then uploaded and sold to the kinds of companies that use geo-tagging technology to 
identify where you are geographically and determine what types of solicitations you 
receive.   

 It is not fair to women who have to continuously fight for basic 
human decency when they are constantly being pressured to mea-
sure up to some false idea of beauty, fertility, and sex.  It is also 
not fair to men to constantly be pressured to pursue sex and be 
measured based on their ability to attract and sexually gratify a 
woman to the point of ad nauseam.  The mainstream stimulus has 
men believing they must now be belligerent, ungentlemen-like, 
profane, narcissistic F-Boy,  as being the ideal alpha.  Nothing 
could be further from reality but in the virtual landscape, he is 
king.  
 Women are morphed into animated goddesses and men are 
demigods.  Successful men, and even unsuccessful men have con-
stant unsolicited messages from people looking to exploit their 
success and wallets through sex.  Women are solicited for sex by 
men who are taught that their wallets and bravado will garner the 
attention they want from women they find attractive.  
 If watching commercials on television and social media can 
influence our purchasing choices, like where and what to have for 
lunch through discounts, and rewards programs, how much influ-
ence is given towards shaping how we go about the human desire 
for the consumption of sex? 
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DURHAM COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000422-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31st day of March 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of WILLIS E. GREENSTREET, 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
James E. Fisher, Executor
4811 Highgate Dr.
Durham, NC 27713
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000421-310

	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 
corporat ions hav ing c la ims 
against SHIRLEY ANN CLAYTON, 
DECEASED, of Durham County, 
NC, are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before July 23, 2025, or this notice 
along with the appropriate general 
statute will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery.  Debtors of the deceased 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.  This the 24th day of 
April, 2025. All correspondence 
should be to the Robin Huges, 
Administrator c/o Florence A. 
Bowens, Attorney, P.O. Box 51263, 
Durham, NC 27717.
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25-E-000386-310

	 Having qualified as the Executor 
of the Estate of MICHAEL DALE 
NASH, deceased, late of Durham 
County,  North Carol ina,  the 
undersigned does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to present them to the undersigned 
in care of Mark R.A. Horn, Esq., 
Moore & Van Allen PLLC, 100 North 
Tryon Street, Suite 4700, Charlotte, 
North Carolina 28202-4003, on or 
before the 24th day of July, 2025, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
Abigail K. Hedges, Executor of the 
Estate of Michael Dale Nash
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000488-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 11th day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR TRUSTEE of 
the Estate of CAROL ELIZABETH 
GLASGOW FRAZER, Deceased, 
of Durham, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 

WADDELL-SCHULTZ, Personal 
Representative of the Estate of 
Ruby Wilson, at NextGen Estate 
Solutions, 500 Westover Dr. 
#35317, Sanford, NC 27330 or 
before July 17th, 2025. Failure 
to present a claim in timely 
fashion will result in this Notice 
being pleaded in bar of recovery 
against the estate, the Personal 
Representative, and the devisees 
of Ruby Wilson. Those indebted 
to Ruby Wilson are asked to make 
prompt payment to the Estate.
Gwendolyn H. Waddell-Schultz, 
Personal Representative
c/o Brittany N. Porter, Attorney
NextGen Estate Solutions 
500 Westover Dr. #35317
Sanford, NC 27330
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000477-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 9th day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of MAETHELL ALBERTA TAYLOR 
SUITT RUFFIN, Deceased, of 
Durham, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 18th 
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 17th day of April, 2025.
Cordie Renee Suitt McIntyre
Executor
1312 North Street
Durham, NC 27701
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000424-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31th day of March 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of ROBIN KENNETH HENNING, 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Mary Hill Henning, Executor
8723 Millers Bend
Bahama, NC 27503
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E002502-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31th day of March 
2025, as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of MELVIN DARRY 
GENTRY, Deceased, of Durham, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Melvin T Drew, Administrator
3620 Portico Lane 
Durham NC 27703  
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000330-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31th day of March 
2025, as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of TIMOTHY CRAIG 
DRAUGHON JR., Deceased, of 
Durham, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 11th 
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Emily C. Draughon, Administrator
112 Plano Drive
Durham, NC 27703
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000400-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 1st day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of PAUL LEONARD SHICK, 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Robert K. Zuber, Executor
194 Gray Rock Lane
Boone, NC 28607
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000425-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31st day of 
March 2025, as EXECUTOR of 
the Estate of KEITH SPENCER 
GUILE, Deceased, of Durham, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 11th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Emily Friedman, Executor
3819 Cole Mill Rd.
Durham, NC 27712
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000171-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 18th day of 
February 2025, as EXECUTOR 
of the Estate of  HATTIE J. 
WARRINGTON, Deceased, of 
Durham, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 3rd 
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Thomas B. Hayes Jr., Executor
168 Crown Street
Brooklyn, NY 11225
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000073-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 18th day of March 
2025, as Administrator of the 
Estate of SHERRY ANN RUTTER 
A/K/A SHERRY ANN FORRON, 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Mark H. Rutter, Administrator
9837 Derbton Court
Raleigh, NC 27617
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
File No. 25E000072-310

	 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against 
LORA LYNN PAULI, deceased, 
of Durham County, N.C. are 
notified to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before July 3, 
2025, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. This 3rd  day 
of April, 2025.
Kaitlyn Marie Pauli, Administrator
101 Conner Drive, STE 402
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
FILE NO. 25E000347-310

	 Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of  KATHERINE L.  MCLANE, 
deceased, of 101 Monterey Lane 
Durham, Durham County, North 
Carolina 27713, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned in care of the attorney 
for the estate on or before 4th day 
of July, 2025, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Jeffrey L. Austin
Attorney for the Personal 
Representative
Law Office of Jeffrey L. Austin 
PLLC
500 Westover Dr. #32043
Sanford, NC 27330
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS FOR 
FILE NO. 25E000297-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 11th day of March 
2025, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF ATHENA M.  McDANIEL, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 4th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 3rd day of April 2025.
Gregory Stephen McDanie l , 
Executor
Estate of Athena M. McDaniel
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
240 Leigh Farm Rd, Ste 100
Durham, North Carolina 27707
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS FOR 
NEWSPAPER

	 ESTATE OF BETSY OBRIANT 
PENDERGRASS. Betsy Obriant 
Pendergrass died on January 
31, 2025, in Durham, NC. Karen 
Pendergrass McClenny qualified 
as her Executor with Durham 
County, NC Clerk of Superior Court 
file 25E000311-310. All persons, 
firms or corporations indebted to 
Betsy Obriant Pendergrass will 
please make immediate payment. 
This is to notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against Betsy Obriant Pendergrass 
to present them before July 
11, 2025, or this Notice may be 
pleaded to bar their claim. Claims 
and payments may be filed with 
Deborah H. Shartle, Attorney for 
the estate at Arges Law Firm, P.C., 
3200 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 706, 
Durham, NC 27705. 
Karen Pendergrass McClenny, 
Executor
For Publ ication: 04/03/2025, 
04/10/2025, 04/17/2025, and 
04/24/2025. 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E002601-310

	 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against 
DERRICK ROGERS, deceased, 
of Durham County, N.C. are 
notified to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before July 3, 
2025, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. This 3rd day 
of April, 2025.
Averett Family Law
101 Conner Drive, STE 402
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 903-9442
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000090-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
January 2025, as Co-Executors of 
the ESTATE OF JAMES SULLIVAN 
AGNEW, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 4th 
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 3rd day of April 2025.
Alice Ross
Lisa Ben-Meir

said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 25th 
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
Lori Gaddy, Executor Trustee
PO Box 262
Creedmoor, NC 27522
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000427-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 15th day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of RICHARD LITTLE, JR. A/K/A 
RICHARD STARK LITTLE, JR. 
A/K/A RICHARD S. LITTLE, JR., 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
Jonathan Little, Executor c/o The 
Law Office of Anne Page Watson, 
PLLC, 3400 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 
205, Durham, NC 27705
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000420-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 15th day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of ARTHUR DANIEL GRAY, SR., 
Deceased, of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
Tammy Gray Cohn, Executor
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr
4 Consultant Pl.
Durham, NC 27707
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

In the General Court of Justice, 
Superior Court Division

File Number 24CVS001582-310
	 PHYLLIS SCOTT v. AMANDA 
WEAVER To: Amanda Weaver 
Defendant Take notice that a 
pleading seeking relief against you 
has been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows: Plaintiff 
is seeking personal injury damages 
due to Defendant’s negligence. 
You are required to make defense 
to such pleadings no later than 
June 3, 2025, which is 40 days 
from the first publication of this 
notice. Upon your failure to file a 
pleading by the above date, the 
party seeking service against you 
will apply to the Court for relief 
sought. This is the 17th day of 
April, 2025 
	 C. A. Couch, Esq. Couch & 
Associates, PC, P.O. Box 1527, 
Durham, NC, 27702. 
4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000392-310

	 The Administrator of the Estate 
of HOLLY ANN BENAZERGA, 
deceased, of DURHAM County 
NC, notifies all persons or entities 
hav ing c la ims against  sa id 
estate to present them to the 
Administrator on or before the 17th 
day of July 2025, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. All 
indebted to the estate shall make 
immediate payment to the estate. 
	 This, the 17th day of April 2025. 
William Bushman, Administrator, 
c /o  Law Off i ce  o f  Rober t 
Pochapsky PLLC, 3400 Croasdaile 
Drive, Suite 205, Durham, NC 
27705.
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 23E001157-310

	 All persons having claims against 
Ruby Wilson, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, are notified to 
present them to GWENDOLYN H. 

CHATHAM
COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000173-180
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 16th day of April 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of ELIZABETH ANN BALLARD, 
Deceased, of Chatham, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 24th day of April, 2025.
Daniel L. Rogers Jr., Executor
c/o Patrick Law, PLLC
3805 University Drive, Suite A
Durham, North Carolina 27707
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File Number 25CV000231-180
	 To: JOSE ERNESTO ARGUIJO 
CALLES, Defendant. 
	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is for child custody. You are 
required to make defense to such 
pleading no later than May 27th, 
2025 said date being at least forty 
(40) days from the first publication 
of this Notice, and upon your 
failure to do so, the Plaintiff, DENIA 
MARISOL GAMEZ LOPEZ, will 
apply to the court located at 40 E 
Chatham St, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
for the relief sought.
	 This, the 17th day of April, 2025
Aneta Paval	
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M 	
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
4/17, 4/24, and 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File Number 25CV000218-180
	 T o :  N E L S O N  D A V I D 
VALLADAREZ SANTOS, Defendant. 
	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action.   The nature of the relief 
being sought is for child custody. 
You are required to make defense 
to such pleading no later than 
May 27th, 2025 said date being 
at least forty (40) days from the 
first publication of this Notice, 
and upon your failure to do so, 
the Plaintiff, BLANCA OSIRIS 
HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ, wil l 
apply to the court located at 40 E 
Chatham St, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
for the relief sought.
	 This, the 17th day of April, 2025
Aneta Paval	
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M 	
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
4/17, 4/24, and 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File Number 25CV000135-180
	 To: JUAN MIGUEL ACUNA 
RODRIGUEZ, Defendant. 
	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action.   The nature of the relief 
being sought is for child custody. 
You are required to make defense 
to such pleading no later than 
May 27th, 2025 said date being 
at least forty (40) days from the 
first publication of this Notice, 
and upon your failure to do so, 
the Plaintiff, PASTORA VALERIA 
VENERIO ESTRADA, will apply to 
the court located at 40 E Chatham 
St, Pittsboro, NC 27312 for the 
relief sought. 
	 This, the 17th day of April, 2025
Aneta Paval	
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M 	
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690

4/17, 4/24, and 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File Number 25CV000272-180
	 To: CILIAN DARIELA NAVARRO 
MORENO, Defendant. 
Take notice that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action.   The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
for child custody. You are required 
to make defense to such pleading 
no later than May 27th, 2025 
said date being at least forty (40) 
days from the first publication 
of this Notice, and upon your 
failure to do so, the Plaintiff, JAEL 
DARIO ROMERO BOBADILLA, will 
apply to the court located at 40 E 
Chatham St, Pittsboro, NC 27312 
for the relief sought. 
	 This, the 17th day of April, 2025
Aneta Paval	
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M 	
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
4/17, 4/24, and 5/1/2025
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION
In The Superior Court Of 

Columbia County State Of Georgia
IN THE INTEREST OF: 

CHRISTOPHER LOVETT, A CHILD
Civil Action File No.: 2025A0009

	 TO:	 B R YA N N A  L O V E T T, 
BIOLOGICAL MOTHER
	 YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that on January 24, 2025, a Petition 
for Adoption of a minor male 
child born to Bryanna Lovett on 
October 28, 2015 in Raleigh, Wake 
County, North Carolina was filed 
in the Superior Court of Columbia 
County, Georgia, Civil Action File 
Number 2025A0009. 
	 Let all interested persons show 
cause before the Court, if any 
they can, at 9:30 a.m., on the 12th 
day of May, 2025 at the Columbia 
County Courthouse, Courtroom 
CR4, 640 Ronald Reagan Drive, 
Evans, Georgia 30809, why the 
Court should not permit the 
adoption of the minor child by the 
Petitioners.
	 WITNESS, the Honorable Barry 
A. Fleming of the Superior Court of 
Columbia County, Georgia.
	 This 31st  day of March, 2025.
Cindy Mason
Clerk of Court, Columbia County
Adam D. Land
Georgia Bar No: 775211
Attorney for Petitioners
207 N. Belair Road
Evans, Georgia 30809
Telephone (706) 869-1348
Facsimile (706) 869-9464
4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000805-910

	 The undersigned, Bradley Wayne 
Wilkins, having duly qualified 
as Administrator of the Estate 
of  LARRY JAMES WILKINS, 
deceased, late of Wake County, 
North Carolina, hereby notifies all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Dr., 
Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, on or 
before July 17, 2025 or it will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons and legal entities indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment. This the 3rd 
day of April, 2025.
Bradley Wayne Wilkins, 
Administrator
c/o Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E006184-910
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 27th day of 
March 2025, as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of WILKIE LEE TILLAGE, 
Deceased,  o f  Wake,  Nor th 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 18th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.

	 This the 17th day of April, 2025.
Evelyn S. Tillage & Felicia Tillage 
Hunter, Co-Administrators
836 Brookhannah Ct.
Fuquay-Varina, NC 27516
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000474-910
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
February 2025, as EXECUTOR 
of the Estate of DALLAS LEE 
GILL, Deceased, of Wake, North 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 18th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 17th day of April, 2025.
Deanna A. Bledsoe, Executor
11409 Shadow Elms Lane
Raleigh, NC 27614
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000521-910
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 4th day of March 
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate 
of BETTY EARLENE BUXTON, 
Deceased,  o f  Wake,  Nor th 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 

on or before the 11th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Lisa Buxton, Executor
3916 Tyler Bluff Lane
Raleigh, NC 27616
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

File No.  24CV020540-910
	 MA-DE LOURDES RAMOS 

GONZALEZ, Plaintiff v.
ALEJANDRO COSTRO BARCO, 

Defendant
	 TO MA-DE LOURDES RAMOS 
GONZALEZ: TAKE NOTICE that a 
pleading seeking relief against you 
has been filed in the above-entitled 
action, by the Plaintiff herein, 
the nature which is as follows: 
COMPLAINT FOR ABSOLUTE 
DIVORCE. You are required by 
law to appear and make defense 
to such pleading no later than 30 
days after the first publication of 
this notice. If you fail to do so, 
Plaintiff will seek the relief sought 
herein, and a Judgment for 
Absolute Divorce may be entered.
	 This, the 10th day of April, 2025.
Ma-De Lourdes Ramos, Plaintiff
2451 Cordor Ct.
Raleigh, NC 27615
4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 24E003912-910

	 Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of Alfonzo King, late of 
Wake County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 

having claims against the estate 
of said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned c/o Attorney 
M. Bryan King, P.O. Drawer 7, 
233 E. Walnut Street, Goldsboro, 
North Carolina 27533-0007, on or 
before the 3rd day of July, 2025, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All persons, 
firms and corporations indebted 
to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This the 3rd day of April 2025.
Juanita B. King, Executor of the 
Estate of Alfonzo King
c/o Attorney M. Bryan King
PO Drawer 7 
233 E Walnut Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	 Having qualified as Administrator 
of the Estate of Charlie Ward, 
deceased, late of Wake County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the decedent 
to present them to the undersigned 
on or before July 10, 2025, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery.
	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s ,  a n d 
corporations indebted to the estate 
should make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
	 This the 1st day of  April, 2025
Gloria Jean Ward, Administrator
Estate of Charlie Ward
321 Blalock St
Holly Springs, NC
File No. 23E004095-910
Wake County Clerk of Superior 
Court 
300 S Salisbury St, 
Raleigh, NC 27601
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025  

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
Co-Executors
Estate of James Sullivan Agnew
c/o E.J. Walker Jr., Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
240 Leigh Farm Rd, Ste 100
Durham, North Carolina 27707
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000314-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
March 2025, as Executor of the 
Estate of DIANNE BROWN A/K/A 
DIANNE JO BROWN, Deceased, 
of Spartanburg County, South 
Carolina, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 3rd day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Keith J. Brown, Ancillary Executor
Adam L. Shealy, Esq. 
Gilreath Shealy Law, PLLC 
224 6th Avenue East 
Hendersonville, NC 28792
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF RANDOLPH R. 
JOHNSON, JR, DECEASED

File Number 24-E-491
	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s ,  a n d 
corporations having claims against 
the Estate of RANDOLPH R. 
JOHNSON, JR., deceased, late of 
DURHAM County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before July 
5, 2025 (or 3 months from the first 
publication date), or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery.
	 Debtors  o f  the  decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payments this 3rd day of April 2025 
to ALBERT R. RICHARDSON of 24 
RIVERWALK TERRACE, DURHAM, 
NC 27704. Email and Cellular 
phone: albertrich18@gmail.com; 
984-272-6405.
	 THIS notice is given pursuant to 
G.S. 28A-14-1.
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025 

WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
 In The General Court Of Justice

 District Court Division
FILE NO.: 24CV020990-910

	 TO: EUGENE STRICKLAND, 
Defendant
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is an Absolute Divorce from 
the Plaintiff.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleadings no later 
than the 3rd day of June 2025, said 
date being at least forty days from 
the first publication of this notice; 
and upon your failure to do so the 
party seeking relief against you 
will apply to the Court for the relief 
sought.
	 This the 24th day of  April, 2025.
Helidah A. Aganyo, Plaintiff
2222 Fox Ridge Manor Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27610
4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

File No.  25CV007766-910
	 MILLIE FIGUEROA, Plaintiff v.

TEQUON CHAPMAN, Defendant
	 TO TEQUON CHAPMAN: TAKE 
NOTICE that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action, by 
the Plaintiff herein, the nature 
which is as follows: PETITION 
FOR ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. You 
are required by law to appear and 
make defense to such pleading no 
later than 30 days after the first 
publication of this notice. If you fail 
to do so, Plaintiff will seek the relief 
sought herein, and a Judgment for 
Absolute Divorce may be entered.
	 This, the 25th day of April, 2025.
Millie Figueroa, Plaintiff
3940 Marcom St., Apt A
Raleigh, NC 27606
4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

   File Number 23E006165-910
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 13th day of March, 
2025, as Administrator CTA of the 
ESTATE OF GERALDINE THORPE 
LANE, Deceased, of Wake County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 25th day of July, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 24th day of April, 2025.
Ronnie Bertell Harris
c/o Attorney George Ligon, Jr.
Post Office Box 1106
Raleigh, NC 27602
Phone: 919-833-7992
Facsimile: 919-833-9381
4/24, 5/1, 5/8, and 5/15/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E003807-910

	 The undersigned, Renee Squires 
Ford, having duly qualified as 
Administratrix of the Estate of 
L INDA JACKSON SQUIRES, 
deceased, late of Wake County, 
North Carolina, hereby notifies all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Dr., 
Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, on or 
before July 17, 2025 or it will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons and legal entities indebted 
to the Estate will please make 
immediate payment.
	 This the 17th day of April, 2025.
Renee Squires Ford, Administratrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
4/17, 4/24, 5/1, and 5/8/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

MBEs AND WBEs WANTED
MV Transportation, Inc. (MV) is proposing as a prime contractor in 
response to the Raleigh Durham Airport Authority – Bus & Shuttle 
and Valet Parking Staffing Services RFP. The proposal due date is 
05/08/2025. We would appreciate letters of interest from Minority 
Business Enterprise (MBE) and Woman-Owned Business Enter-
prise (WBE) firms who are currently certified, active and without 
restrictions with the Connect NCDOT for the following services: 
Uniforms, Mystery Rider, Service Provisions, and Parking/Valet. 
For additional information, assistance with bonding, lines of credit, 
insurance, to receive a copy of the RFP, or to receive a quote form 
and scope of work detail, please contact Aleena Beaty at MVD-
BE2@mvtransit.com or (972) 689-8813.  The DBE Quote Deadline 
is April 28, 2025.  

ATTENTION:  MBE’s & WBE’s
BID REQUEST-BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY

Attention MBEs & WBEs-Barnhill Contracting Company is 
requesting bids from any interested firms for the following 
project: NCDOT Contract: #DA00619 Perquimans County 
– Milling, Resurfacing, Shoulder Reconstruction, Guardrail 
& Pavement Markings on Various Primary & Secondary 
Routes in Perquimans County.  Pre-Bid Meeting is on 
Thursday, April 24th, 2025 at 10:00 AM.  This meeting will 
be held virtually utilizing conference call and online meeting 
tools.  Please contact Jimmy Spivey at the number below 
for meeting details.  This project bids on May 7th, 2025 and 
includes opportunities on, but not limited to Hauling, Traffic 
Control, Erosion Control, Pavement Markings, Pavement 
Markers, Milling Guardrail, and Adjustments of Manholes 
& Meter/Valve Boxes. Bids are due to James Spivey no later 
than 12:00 P.M. on Tuesday May 6th, 2025. 
Plans can be viewed in our office (please call to schedule) or 
on the NCDOT website: https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/
pages/division1letting.aspx
Attn: James Spivey at (252)335-9503.     

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
“The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises 
will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award. In accordance with other related 
nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and contractors will 
also not be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, age, 
disability, low-income level, creed/religion, or limited English 
proficiency in consideration for an award.”

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS
for the following job:
Town of Morrisville 

International Drive Improvements
		  Wake Co.	 Bid Date: May 1st 

Town of Garner 
Pearl and Parker Street Improvements

		  Contract: ENG 2025-01		 Wake Co.	  
Bid Date: May 13th 

These projects may involve some or all of the following 
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and 

grub, trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete, 
fence and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities, 

signals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.  
Bids can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,
Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the 

bid date.
The North Carolina Department of Transportation, 
in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d 
to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any 
contract entered into pursuant to the advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.   In accordance with other 
related nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and 
contractors will also not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-income 
level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in 
consideration for an award.
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in loans to Triangle 
businesses$1.1BBusiness Lender

in America#1 Business specialists
in the Triangle25+

Learn more about our business solutions and contact one of our
business specialists in the Triangle at bankofamerica.com/localbusiness

What would you like the power to do?®

“Bank of America” is the marketing name used by certain Global Banking and Global Markets businesses of Bank of America Corporation. Lending, other commercial 
banking activities, and trading in certain fi nancial instruments are performed globally by banking affi  liates of Bank of America Corporation, including Bank of America, 

N.A., Member FDIC. ©2025 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

Open more doors in your community.

Triangle businesses are the backbone of our community and our economy. 
Bank of America is on your corner and in your corner, with solutions and

industry-leading insights to help our local businesses thrive.

Kari Stoltz

President, Bank of America Triangle


