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After 57 Years Of The FHA, Where Are We?

By Nikole Hannah-Jones

for ProPublica

The authors of the 1968 Fair
Housing Act wanted to reverse de-
cades of government-fostered seg-
regation. But presidents from both
parties declined to enforce a law that
stirred vehement opposition.

A few months after Congress
passed a landmark law directing the
federal government to dismantle
segregation in the nation’s housing,
President Nixon’s housing chief be-
gan plotting a stealth campaign.

The plan, George Romney wrote
in a confidential memo to aides,
was to use his power as secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to
remake America’s housing patterns,
which he described as a “high-in-
come white noose” around the black
inner city.

The 1968 Fair Housing Act, passed
months earlier in the tumultuous
aftermath of the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr.’s assassination, directed the
government to “affirmatively further”
fair housing. Romney believed those
words gave him the authority to
pressure predominantly white com-
munities to build more affordable
housing and end discriminatory zon-
ing practices.

Romney ordered HUD officials to
reject applications for water, sewer
and highway projects from cities and
states where local policies fostered
segregated housing.

He dubbed his initiative “Open
Communities” and did not clear
it with the White House. As word
spread that HUD was turning down
grants, Nixon’s supporters in the
South and in white Northern sub-
urbs took their complaints directly to
the president.

Nixon intervened immediately.

“Stop this one,” Nixon scrawled in
a note on a memo written by John
Ehrlichman, his domestic policy
chief.

In a 1972 “eyes only” memo to
Ehrlichman and H.R. Haldeman,
another aide, Nixon explained his
position. “I am convinced that while
legal segregation is totally wrong
that forced integration of housing or
education is just as wrong,” he wrote.

The president understood the
consequences: “I realize that this
position will lead us to a situation
in which blacks will continue to live
for the most part in black neigh-
borhoods and where there will be
predominately black schools and
predominately white schools.”

Romney, the former governor of
Michigan and father of Republican
presidential candidate Mitt Rom-
ney, held his ground. Notations
and memos in his private papers
show that he viewed the blighted
black ghettos as a root cause of the
inner-city riots of the 1960s. “Equal
opportunity for all Americans in
education and housing is essential if
we are going to keep our nation from
being torn apart,” he wrote in talking
points he drew up for a meeting with
the president.

Romney’s stance made him a pari-
ah within the administration. Nixon
shut down the program, refused to
meet with his housing secretary and
finally drove him from the Cabinet.

Over the next four decades, a
ProPublica investigation shows, a
succession of presidents — Democrat
and Republican alike — followed
Nixon’s lead, declining to use the
leverage of HUD’s billions to fight
segregation.

Their reluctance to enforce a law

i

passed by both houses of Congress
and repeatedly upheld by the courts
reflects a larger political reality.
Again and again, attempts to cre-
ate integrated neighborhoods have
foundered in the face of vehement
opposition from homeowners.

“The lack of political courage
around these issues is stunning,”
said Elizabeth Julian, a former se-
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nior HUD official. “The failures of
fair housing are not just by HUD but
by the country.”

Nixon’s vision for America largely
came to pass and the costs have
been steep. More than 20 years of
research has implicated residential
segregation in virtually every aspect
of racial inequality, from higher
unemployment rates for African

Black America Is Divided On Whether It
Was OK To Sit Out The April 5 Protests

By: Angela Johnson

The Root

Millions of people sent a message
to President Donald Trump and Elon
Musk on April 5 as part of the Hands
Off! Day of Action organized in op-
position to the policies of the Trump
administration, including sweeping
tariffs and massive cuts to federal
agencies. According to reporting from

CNN, over 1,400 “Hands Off!” protests
events took place at state capitals,
federal buildings and other locations
around the country.

But while we've seen stunning im-
ages of crowds in places like Washing-
ton, D.C., New York City, Cincinnati,
Ohio and Phoenix one segment of the
population seemed to be visibly miss-
ing from all of the pictures and video
— Black folks.

When news of the day of protests
was announced, Black people sent a
resounding message to organizers say-
ing that after showing up to vote for
Kamala Harris in the November 2024
election, they were obeying the call of
the ancestors to sit this one out. And
as they watched from their windows
and their couches, most seemed to be
ok with not being a part of the action
and content with letting others (read:

white people) pick up the slack.

“Our people did good...I'm so proud
of us. Blk people do stand together,”
wrote one commenter on a TikTok
video of protest footage from around
the country.

Others pointed out that because
there were so few Black and Brown
people at events around the country,
the police had no reason to see the
protesters as a threat.

Reckoning With Loss of Black-Owned Land

NAR screens the groundbreaking
film “Gaining Ground,” which exam-
ines the erasure of Black culture and
history through the taking of land.

Black Americans amassed mil-
lions of acres of land in the decades
following the Civil War. But today,
approximately 90% of that land is no
longer in the hands of Black families.

Violence, eminent domain and
lawful government discrimination
resulted in the loss of ownership,
disrupting the primary path to gen-
erational wealth, said a panel of ex-
perts Wednesday during NAR NXT,
The REALTOR® Experience, in
Anaheim, Calif. Following a preview
of the award-winning documen-
tary “Gaining Ground: The Fight
for Black Land,” panel members
discussed the continuing threat and
impact of residential land loss and
its remedies and actions.

“It was a bold move for NAR to
welcome the film to your conven-
tion,” said Tharlyn Fox, who leads
the LEAP Coalition at John Deere.
LEAP (Legislation, Education, Ad-
vocacy, Production Systems) helps
Black families regain title to their
land and determine the best way to
unlock its economic value for pass-
ing on to the next generation. “You
sit at the precipice of many Black
families’ legacies,” Fox told the audi-
ence.

Panelists encouraged REAL-
TORS® to educate themselves about
heirs’ property, which is created
when the original owner dies without

a will, leaving the property to mul-
tiple beneficiaries. Estate planning
is one of the least known racial gaps,
with Whites nearly three times more
likely to have a will, according to
panelist Thomas Mitchell, a property
law scholar at Boston College Law
School.

Attendees heard the story of
Bruce’s Beach from panelist George
Fatheree, who led the legal team
responsible for the first land restitu-
tion case for an African American
family in U.S. history. In 1912, Willa
and Charles Bruce developed a tour-
ist property in Manhattan Beach,

Calif., popular with Black families.
In 1924, Manhattan Beach took the
property through eminent domain,
paying the couple a fraction of its
value. “The magnitude of what was
lost is immeasurable and represents
the loss of both culture and history,”
said Fatherlee.

The return of the land to the
descendants of Willa and Charles
Bruce in 2021 is just one model for
reparation, according to Fatherlee.
“We need a range of solutions if
we’re going to be serious about ad-
dressing the debt,” he said.

Mitchell encouraged the audience

to learn the status of and advocate
for the& Uniform Partition of Heirs
Property Act in their state. UPHPA
seeks to address partition action
abuses that have led to significant
property loss. Enacted in 22 states,
the Heirs Act is expected to be in-
troduced in at least seven states in
2024.

Destructive practices, such as sub-
prime lending and redlining, con-
tinue today. Fatherlee beseeched the
REALTOR®-filled audience: “You
are on the front line and can make
a difference. Be a people of con-
science.” —Written by Carol Helsel
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Americans, to poorer health care, to
elevated infant mortality rates and,
most of all, to inferior schools.

HUD’s largest program of grants
to states, cities and towns has deliv-
ered $137 billion to more than 1,200
communities since 1974. To receive
the money, localities are supposed
to identify obstacles to fair housing,
keep records of their efforts to over-
come them, and certify that they do
not discriminate.

ProPublica could find only two
occasions since Romney’s tenure
in which the department withheld
money from communities for violat-
ing the Fair Housing Act. In several
instances, records show, HUD has
sent grants to communities even
after they’ve been found by courts to
have promoted segregated housing
or been sued by the U.S. Department
of Justice. New Orleans, for example,
has continued to receive grants after
the Justice Department sued it for
violating that Fair Housing Act by
blocking a low-income housing proj-
ect in a wealthy historic neighbor-
hood.

ProPublica submitted 41 ques-
tions to HUD about its failure to use
its authority to promote integrated
housing. It issued a statement which
did not address that issue but said
the agency has worked hard to en-
force provisions of the law that bar
discrimination against individuals.

Scholars have traced the history of

housing segregation in several no-
table books and articles. ProPublica
has obtained new documents and
interviewed key figures in the four-
decade battle over the Fair Housing
Act.

Present and former officials in
HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity said their at-
tempts to enforce the 1968 law were
met with indifference or opposition
from the agency’s senior officials.

The office has the smallest staff
and budget of HUD’s four major
programs. Several officials in key
positions said they had never been
trained to enforce the law’s require-
ment to “affirmatively further” fair
housing. In most cases, HUD does
not even check the paperwork filed
by cities and states about their ef-
forts to deal with segregation and
other issues that stymie integrated
housing; it simply writes checks.

“People say integration has
failed,” said Julian, an assistant
secretary for fair housing during the
Clinton administration. “It hasn’t
failed because it’s never been tried.”

The Fair Housing Act was the
most contentious of the civil rights-
era legislation, blocked for years by
Northern and Southern senators
alike. It took infernos in more than
125 cities following King’s assassina-
tion to force the bill’s revival.

END OF PART ONE

JAMES HUNTLEY JOINS THOMAS & HUTTON AS CIVIL
DESIGNER

Durham — Thomas & Hutton
is pleased to announce that James
Huntley has joined the firm’s Dur-
ham, North Carolina office as a Civil
Designer.

In this role, James is responsible
for preparing detailed site develop-
ment construction drawings, en-
gineering design related to water,
sewer, and storm drainage infra-
structure, and supporting permit
application processes for a variety of
residential, commercial, and indus-
trial projects.

James earned his Bachelor of Sci-

ence in Civil Engineering from the Unlver51ty of North Carohna at Charlotte.
He brings with him a strong background in land development design, with a
particular focus on stormwater and water resources, making him an asset to
the continued success and growth of the Durham office.

Thomas & Hutton is excited to welcome James to the team and looks
forward to the expertise he brings to support high-quality, sustainable infra-
structure solutions throughout the region.
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This April, join the 50,000 North Carolina REALTORS® in celebrating Fair
Housing Month,

Fair Housing means everyone deserves a place to call home, regardless of
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status, or disability.
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Carolinians ensuring that everyone has access to safe and affordable housing.

Morth Carolina REALTORS® receive specialized training to avoid discrimination
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What's Behind The Rising Insurance Rates In NC? Part 2

By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

As homeowners in North Carolina
face escalating insurance premiums,
experts continue to grapple with the
underlying reasons behind these
hikes. The situation has become
increasingly dire, with some home-
owners seeing double-digit percent-
age increases in just a few years.

According to Travis Fain, a com-
munications consultant with the
North Carolina Rate Bureau, these
rising premiums are part of a broad-
er national trend.

“If you look at the federal data,
it’s pretty clear—we are living in the
most expensive time for natural di-
sasters in U.S. history,” Fain said in
an email.

Fain emphasizes that NC, like
many states, faces unique challenges
when determining insurance rates.
NC is one of the 11 states with an
elected insurance commissioner,
ideally holding that office account-
able to the public. He added that the
North Carolina Rate Bureau is where
insurers convene to negotiate rate
compromises. Each insurer has dif-
ferent coverage offerings, and factors
like regional risk and inflation must
be taken into account.

One of the most significant drivers
of rate increases, according to Fain,

is climate change. Rising natural
disaster risks, including hurricanes
and wildfires, are increasing the like-
lihood of insurance claims—even in
NC.

Furthermore, Fain points to the
indirect impact of factors like tariffs
on Canadian lumber and concrete,
which escalate building costs. This,
in turn, raises the cost of rebuilding
a home and, by extension, the cost of
insurance to cover it.

“Insurance companies don’t just
look at weather patterns in the state;
they factor in the entire world’s
weather events and potential risks,”
Fain explains.

Additionally, population growth
in North Carolina compounds the
issue. As more people move to the
state, the demand for insurance
coverage increases, adding more
risk for insurers. But while climate
change and population growth are
significant contributors, other less-
discussed factors also play a role.

“We’re growing so quickly here in
North Carolina,” said Philip Jackson
with the North Carolina Forest Ser-
vice. “With our human-caused fires,
those are expected to increase.”

Fain acknowledges that fraudulent
claims do exist, but the aftermath of
a natural disaster often involves a
mix of legitimate claims and situa-
tions where it’s difficult for residents

to gather the necessary information
to file claims properly.

The insurance rate structure and
procedures are not static; the North
Carolina General Assembly holds
legislative power over the Rate Bu-
reau, which means they have the
authority to modify the process for
determining rates. They could even
alter how rates are set or adjust the
Bureau’s operations if they wanted.

In January 2024, North Carolina’s
Insurance Commissioner Mike Cau-
sey reached a settlement with insur-
ers regarding proposed rate hikes.
The North Carolina Rate Bureau had
initially sought an average 42.2%
increase, with some areas potentially
seeing hikes as steep as 99.4%. The
settlement, which will raise rates by
7.5% in both June 2025 and 2026,
was viewed as a partial victory for
consumers, though the overall prob-
lem of rising premiums remains un-
resolved.

Homeowners are particularly con-
cerned with the broader trend affect-
ing both property and automobile
insurance, which could see a 22.6%
hike in auto insurance rates by 2025.
This is due to several factors, includ-
ing increased vehicle repair costs,
higher vehicle replacement prices,
and a rise in litigated claims.

This confluence of factors—climate
change, population growth, and the

rising costs of construction materi-
als—has led to a situation where
some insurance brokers describe
North Carolina’s insurance land-
scape as akin to a crisis.

One Charlotte-based broker
shared his concerns, noting that,
“There used to be headlines when
you'd get a four or five percent rate
increase on homeowners insurance
in NC. Fast forward, and now I'm
seeing 35-40% increases without a
peep from the media.”

This surge in premiums is due, in

part, to changes in how insurers cal-
culate rates. The automation systems
used by many insurance companies
now factor in numerous variables,
including zip codes, past claims,
and speculative risk assessments
for future natural disasters. These
systems, the broker explained, have
grown increasingly complex over the
years.

The concern for many North
Carolinians is the long-term impact
of these rising rates. The upcoming
7.5% rate increase scheduled for

June 2025 is just the beginning.

“When you start adding factors to
the calculation of determining in-
surance rates, that’s when the rates
have changed so fast,” the broker
said. “Now, they’re saying, ‘Let’s add
in paid-to-date claims and predict-
ability of how much we’ll have to pay
out’. You put that on top of what they
already had and you create a perfect
storm of raising insurance rates.”

Fain, however, remains cautiously
optimistic. “These rates are sufficient
to make sure that insurance compa-
nies, who have paid out large sums
due to natural disasters and face in-
creasing reinsurance costs, have ad-
equate funds on hand to pay claims,”
he said.

“When you start adding factors to
that calculation, that’s why the rates
have changed so fast,” he said. “Now,
they're saying, ‘Let’s add in paid-to-
date claims and predictability of how
much we’ll have to pay out’. You put
that on top of what they already had
and you create a perfect storm of
raising insurance rates.”

For homeowners, the prospect
of continually rising premiums is a
daunting reality. The hope remains
that the legislative efforts underway,
coupled with the ongoing work of the
Department of Insurance, can miti-
gate some of the financial strain on
consumers.

Embracing The Old Thmgs To Build A Sustainable Future

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

In a world of disposable goods
and fast fashion, there is a growing
movement toward sustainability,
which I am passionate about. There
is no such thing as trash if you use
your imagination. Recycling and
upcycling have become my way of
life, not just as a hobby, but as a
mission to fight against the tide of
economic instability and environ-
mental degradation.

On many a weekend, I find my-
self exploring estate sales, browsing
thrift shops, and occasionally en-
gaging in lively trades with friends.
This isn’t just about finding a good
deal, it’s a conscious choice to pri-
oritize quality over quantity and
sustainability over convenience.

In addition to savvy retail shop-
ping, I believe in applying the same
energy toward services, particularly
service providers inside my com-
munity. Bartering is an age-old
practice that could hold the key to

navigating our modern economy,
especially in times of inflation.
Bartering has deep roots in human
history, long before paper money
or digital currencies like Bitcoin or
other cryptocurrencies. Today, in
the face of inflation and economic
uncertainty, bartering offers a pow-
erful solution that allows people to
obtain goods and services without
relying on cash alone. It’s about us-
ing what we have and who we know
to create a more resilient and coop-
erative community.

Think about the service provid-
ers in your circle: the friends who
are plumbers, electricians, teach-
ers, chefs, or caregivers. Perhaps
someone you know can lay a floor
in exchange for childcare. Maybe
a neighbor would gladly trade a
few hours of lawn care for a home-
cooked meal. When we begin to
look at our resources creatively, the
possibilities are endless.

Instead of turning to loans, gov-
ernment assistance, or other des-
perate measures like crime, could

we look to each other and negotiate
our way to productivity? We can
win! Imagine a community where
skills, services, and goods are ex-
changed based on mutual need and
value, rather than dictated by fluc-
tuating market prices. Bartering al-

VL.

lows us to keep money in our pock-
ets, reduces waste, and strengthens
our local economy.

Beyond the financial benefits,
there’s something special about
choosing older, well-crafted items
over new, mass-produced alterna-

tives. Many modern goods, from
flat-pack IKEA furniture to the
fleeting styles of fast fashion brands
like Shein and Fashion Nova, are
destined for the dump. They're
cheap, but their low price often
comes with a high cost: they break,
they tear, they end up in landfills.
Older items, whether it’s a sturdy
wooden chair from an estate sale,
a set of vintage Pyrex dishes from
a thrift store, or a leather jacket
that has already lasted a genera-
tion, are often built to last. These
items are not only more durable,
but they also come with a story, a
history that connects us to the past
and grounds us in the present. One
of my favorite dresses is handmade,
I bought it from a thrift shop over
ten years ago. I knew when I first
bought it from the quality of the
material and the “made by mom”
tag that it was quality and ready
for another life. When we choose to
recycle or upcycle these items, we
are rejecting the throwaway culture
that dominates today’s consumer

landscape.

The more we work together, the
better equipped we are to not only
survive but thrive. Bartering and
trading within our communities
foster relationships and build trust.
When we swap skills and goods, we
create networks of support that ex-
tend far beyond the transactional.
We learn from each other, grow to-
gether, and build resilience against
whatever economic challenges may
come our way. Let’s challenge
ourselves to think beyond the mar-
ketplace and reconsider what value
truly means. Every person in our
community has something to offer,
whether it’s a skill, a product, or
simply time and energy. By em-
bracing bartering and upcycling,
we not only protect our wallets but
also nurture a culture of coopera-
tion and care. Let’s barter, trade,
recycle, and upcycle our way to a
more sustainable future, one item
at a time. After all, the solutions we
need might already be in our own
homes or just a neighbor away.

How To Buy A Home Using Your Section 8 Housing Voucher

Section 8 is a federal housing
Program that provides rental assis-
tance for participating low-income
families. However, it is also pos-
sible to use Section 8 to buy a home
under some circumstances.

The Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) Program allows
families to use a portion of their
rent to buy a home if they meet
program requirements. Families
can get help with down payments,
closing costs, and lower interest
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rates.

The government rationale behind
this program is that homeowner-
ship has more value than renting.
Homeowners have a personal stake
in where they live and will put more
effort into maintaining a home’s
value versus places where they sim-
ply rent without any close ties to
the property.

Owning a home also allows pro-
gram participants to build equity in
an asset that can eventually lead to
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a higher standard of living.
A Brief Explanation of the
Section 8 Program

The Section 8 Program oper-
ates under regulations by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development and provides Housing
Choice Vouchers to eligible house-
holds.

There are several requirements
applicants must meet to participate
in the Section 8 Program, whether
as a renter or a potential home-
buyer. The first step is understand-
ing the Section 8 Program in broad
terms.

Section 8 Program does not pro-
vide a “free house” to the unem-
ployed. Unless participants are se-
niors or disabled on fixed incomes,
displaced families, or homeless
individuals with disabilities, at least
one household member must work
full-time.

The program also assists senior
citizens and disabled persons on
fixed incomes.

A family must pay part of month-
ly housing expenses equal to 30%
of their adjusted income.

A family can earn no more than
50% of the median income of their
area, adjusted for family size. For

example, if the median income in
an area is $50,000, participants
can earn no more than $25,000 a
year to be eligible.

Program guidelines also require
that at least 75% of the vouchers
be allocated to families earning
no more than 30% of the local
median income. Using the same
$50,000 means 75% of participants
in an area can earn no more than
$15,000. That makes it more dif-
ficult for those who fall in the 30-
50% range.

Section 8 voucher programs for
homebuyers and rentals are ad-
ministered through local public
housing agencies (PHAs). To be
accepted into the Homeownership
Voucher program, you must to be
referred by your local PHA.

Most, but not all, PHAs par-
ticipate in the program. HUD has
a list of participating PHAs on the
agency’s website.

Even if a family meets income
guidelines, getting into Section 8
housing can be difficult. In recent
years, less than 2,000 families na-
tionally have been accepted into the
program each year. Participating
PHAs maintain waiting lists for the
program, which are usually lengthy,
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often with a multi-year backlog.

Because of the popularity and
the demand for affordable housing,
local lists rarely open up for addi-
tions, and even then, they usually
close after just a few days.

To qualify for the Housing Choice
Voucher program, at least one per-
son in the household must be work-
ing full-time, defined as a minimum
of 30 hours a week. There is also
a minimum income requirement
that the adult family members com-
bined earn at least 2,000 times the
federal minimum hourly wage each
year.

That averages out close to the
traditional definition of full-time
work, which is 40-hour work weeks
at minimum wage.

Welfare benefits cannot be in-
cluded in allowable family income
unless the family qualifies as el-
derly or disabled. In those cases,
a different minimum applies. The
minimum annual family income
must be no less than 12 times the
monthly Supplemental Security In-
come benefit for a single individual
living alone.

Participants must pay a portion
of the mortgage and other monthly
housing expenses which is typically

ARKOAY HEALTY, 1M
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based on 30% of the family’s ad-
justed income. The voucher covers
the balance.

Other covered monthly housing
expenses include property taxes,
homeowners’ insurance, and al-
lowances to cover utility payments
and repairs. Principal and interest
costs of loans for major repairs or
to make the home accessible for a
handicapped family member may
be included as well.

Qualified participants are re-
quired to make a down payment
toward the purchase of their new
home. They must provide at least
3% of the home purchase price.

At least 1% must come from the
family’s personal resources, such
as an S8A, IDA, or savings account.
The remaining 2% can sometimes
be made up with contributions
from other qualified programs.

Many states and localities offer
separate down payment assistance
programs. Those who qualify for
the HCV Program will likely meet
eligibility requirements for down-
payment assistance programs.

Participants must also be a first-
time homeowner as defined in HUD
regulations, complete a pre-assis-
tance homeownership counseling
program required by a PHA, and
meet any additional eligibility re-
quirements set by the PHA.

Finally, a participating family
may not have previously defaulted
on a mortgage while receiving
voucher homeownership assistance.
And, no family member may have
a current ownership interest in a
residence at the commencement of
homeownership assistance for pur-
chasing any home.

The 15-Year Limit on Assis-

tance

HVC financial support is not
open-ended. Vouchers are provided
for up to 15 years, or a maximum
of 10 years, if the mortgage term is
less than 20 years unless the head
of household is elderly or disabled.

For a standard 30-year mortgage,
the homebuyer vouchers only cover
half the timeframe. At that point,
they must take over responsibility
for all mortgage payments, taxes,
insurance, and utilities costs on
their own.

Selling or Refinancing an HCV
Program Home

If the family sells or refinances
within ten years of participating in
the program, the homeownership
assistance provided is subject to
recapture.

The recapture amount for sales is
the lesser of:

The amount of homeownership

(See SECTION 8P. 9)
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Current Mortgage Trends: Are Mortgage Rates Going Down?

By Molly Grace

Business Insider

Last year, mortgage rates were
supposed to go down a lot. But in
spite of some big drops in the fall of
2024, rates ended the year close to
where they started.

What will happen in 2025? Most
forecasts expect mortgage rates to go
down slightly this year. But there’s
a lot of uncertainty in the economic
outlook right now, especially regard-
ing tariffs, which makes it hard to
say for sure how rates will trend.

Here are forecasts from some of
the top institutions and groups in the
mortgage and housing industries.

A note about these predictions:
Mortgage rates vary slightly de-
pending on whose data you’re look-
ing at. Business Insider uses mort-
gage rate data from Zillow, but
many of these forecasts base their
predictions on Freddie Mac’s Prima-
ry Mortgage Market Survey, which
is typically a bit higher. In the first
week of April, Freddie Mac’s aver-
age 30-year rate was 6.64%.

«Fannie Mae: Fannie Mae’s latest
forecast predicts that 30-year mort-
gage rates will tick down to 6.30% by
the end of the year. Its forecast for
2026 has rates falling to 6.20%.

«Freddie Mac: In their January
outlook, Freddie Mac researchers
said mortgage rates may stay “higher
for longer” this year, which could
push more buyers onto the market
since they aren’t waiting for lower
rates.

*The Mortgage Bankers Asso-
ciation: The MBA’s forecast predicts
that rates could end 2025 at 6.50%
and tick down to 6.40% in 2026.

*The National Association of Real-
tors: NAR’s quarterly forecast has
30-year mortgage rates near 6.40%
in 2025 and dropping to 6.1% in
2026.

Realtor.com: In its 2025 housing
forecast, Realtor.com anticipates
that mortgage rates will drop to
6.20% by the end of 2025.

*The National Association of
Home Builders: In its latest housing
and interest rate forecast, NAHB
predicts that mortgage rates will av-
erage 6.65% in 2025. It also believes
rates could ease in 2026, decreasing
to a yearly average of 6.19%.

It’s notable that none of these
forecasts anticipate mortgage rates
dropping lower than they were in

2024. The lowest rate recorded in
2024, according to Freddie Mac, was
6.08% in September. So even if rates
do drop this year, they may not fall
enough to improve affordability for
borrowers.

Understanding mortgage rates
and their impact on the housing
market

Mortgage rates fluctuate from day
to day and even hour to hour, and
where mortgage rates are trending
can have a major impact on home-
buying demand.

When mortgage rates are low,
homebuying demand typically goes
up. Low rates boost buying power
and make it easier for potential
buyers to afford a home purchase.
However, an increase in demand can
put upward pressure on home prices,
erasing some of that benefit.

High mortgage rates typically
have the opposite effect on demand.
Because getting a mortgage becomes
more expensive, many buyers drop
out of the market to wait for rates
to go back down. This can help keep
prices from rising too much, but
that’s not always the case.

As mortgage rates rose in 2022
and 2023, many would-be home
sellers chose to stay in their homes
rather than sell and have to give
up their historically low mortgage
rates. This phenomenon, deemed the
“lock-in effect,” constrained housing
supply and pushed prices up, since
there weren’t enough homes on the
market to meet buyers’ needs.

Factors influencing mortgage

rates

Mortgage rates are determined by
a number of different economic in-
fluences, including investor demand
for mortgage-backed securities, the
current rate of inflation, Federal
Reserve policy, and even geopolitical
uncertainty.

In general, mortgage rates tend
to go up when the U.S. economy is
doing well or growing quickly, while
slowing growth or a recession can
push rates down.

Rates also vary by state, so where
you live can determine how much
you’ll pay to get a mortgage. Your
individual financial profile, includ-
ing your credit score, down payment,
and debt-to-income ratio, will help
determine the exact rate you get as
well.

Mortgage rates tend to follow the
10-year Treasury yield, with mort-

gage rates trending a bit higher. You
can generally tell where mortgage
rates will go on a daily basis by look-
ing at where the 10-year Treasury
yield is going.

When the economy is strong,
investors are less interested in in-
vestments with lower returns, so the
10-year Treasury yield and mortgage
rates tend to go up during these
times to make their returns more
attractive. But when the economy
experiences a downturn, investors
turn to safer investments like the 10-
year Treasury and mortgage-backed
securities, pushing rates down.

Why are mortgage rates so high?

Mortgage rates initially dropped to
historic lows in 2020 and 2021 after
the Fed cut the federal funds rate
to near zero to avoid a pandemic-
induced recession. Then, as the
Fed quickly raised rates to combat
record-high inflation, mortgage rates
climbed.

Inflation has slowed significantly
since it peaked in June 2022, when
prices had risen 9.1% year over year,
according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. In February 2025, the con-
sumer price index was up 2.8% year
over year, a decrease from the previ-
ous month.

As long as inflation slows, rates
should come down, too. But if it re-
mains above the Fed’s target, rates
might not drop.

In March 2025, average 30-year
mortgage rates were 6.45%, accord-
ing to Zillow data. This is a six-basis-
point decrease from the previous
month.

Most major forecasts expect rates
to fall in 2025. But how much will
mortgage rates go down? It depends
on how tariffs impact the economy
and whether the Fed is able to con-
tinue lowering its benchmark rate.

Rates have been very sensitive
to economic news, and recent data
has been relatively strong, keeping
rates up. However, sweeping new
tariffs announced this month have
led investors to fear that the econ-
omy could enter a downturn. When
the economy weakens, mortgage
rates often fall. So it’s possible we
could see rates drop in the coming
weeks.

It’s also possible that these new
tariffs will push inflation higher,
which would likely cause mortgage
rates to rise.

Mortgage rates are currently ex-

pected to go down in 2025. But with
so much uncertainty, this forecast
may change.

When will mortgage rates go

down to 3%?

It’s possible that rates will one day
go back down to 3%, though if cur-
rent trends hold that’s not likely to
happen anytime soon.

Think about the reason rates went
so low in the first place: In response
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fed
slashed rates and purchased a large
number of mortgage-backed securi-
ties to stave off an economic crisis.
This allowed mortgage rates to drop
as low as they did, with 30-year
mortgage rates reaching an all-time
low of 2.65% in January 2021, ac-
cording to Freddie Mac.

No one can predict exactly when
another economy-altering event like
the pandemic will occur, but barring
something extreme, we probably
won't see rates that low again.

Mortgage rate forecasters typically
don’t project out very far because
rates are influenced in large part by
the economy, which is often unpre-
dictable or volatile.

Based on current conditions,
mortgage rates may trend down for
the next year or two before settling
in at a more steady rate in the fol-
lowing years. How low rates will go
depends on the economy.

In a year or two, it’s possible we’ll
see rates settle in closer to 6%. But
again, it depends on what the econo-
my does. If growth slows or we enter
a recession, rates may drop more. If
inflation reignites, rates may go back
up.
Should you wait for mortgage

rates to drop before buying a

house?

Some hopeful homebuyers have
decided to wait for lower rates to
start shopping for homes. But that’s
not necessarily the best strategy,
especially since there’s no guarantee
that rates will drop enough to im-
prove affordability.

If you're in a place where buying
makes sense for you, it’s probably
better to go ahead and start the pro-
cess rather than wait for rate drops
that may not come. And if rates do
drop, you can always refinance.

Afifa Saburi, capital markets ana-
lyst for Veterans United Home
Loans, says that buying now and re-
financing later is a good strategy for
buyers who want to avoid competi-

tion when rates drop.

“Would-be buyers that have the
ability to buy can avoid a potential-
ly competitive market by locking in
a purchase now and taking advan-

tage of a refinance in the future,” says
Saburi.
When should I refinance?

(See MORTGAGE RATESP. 9)

SAFETY IS IN YOUR HANDS.
EVERY DIG. EVERY TIME.

At Enbridge Gas North Carolina, we are concerned about
your safety. If you are planning to dig on your property,
no matter how big or small the job, follow these important

safety steps:

« Call before you dig. State law requires that you notify
your utilities before you dig. Call North Carolina 811 or
visit nc811.com to have your utilities located for free
before you begin any excavation work. When a utility
locate request is received by NC811, utilities have three
full working days to mark their underground facilities.

e Wait. Technicians will mark the location of utility lines
with colored paint or flags on your property at no cost

to you.

» Respect the markings to ensure your safety.

 Dig with care. If you accidentally hit a natural gas
pipeline, call 911 from a safe distance and Enbridge Gas
North Carolina immediately at 1-877-776-2427.

Remember, calling 811is a free service and it’s the law.
Not calling could result in injury and service disruption

in your neighborhood.

Visit enbridgegas.com/north-carolina/safety/call-
before-you-dig and nc811.org for more information.

ZENBRIDGE

O X

Advertising Notice. Not a Commitment to Lend. Subject to Program Availability.

All loan applications subject to credit and property approval. Annual Percentage
Rate (APR), programs, rates, fees, closing costs, terms and conditions are subject to
change without notice and may vary depending upon credit history and transaction
specifics. Other closing costs may be necessary. Flood and/or property hazard
insurance may be required. To be eligible, buyer must meet minimum equity
requirements, underwriting, and program guidelines.
United Bank NMLS ID 522399 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org)

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

Discover your home’s untapped potential and take advantage
of your home’s equity!

UNITED
BANK

© BankWithUnited.com | Member Foic

HAVE A MAJOR PURCHASE
ON YOUR MIND?

From home renovations to dream vacations, a Home Equity Line of Credit
(HELOC) from United Bank can help make it happen.
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Wonder Drug Or Waste Of Money? The Truth About Fish Oil

THE GUARDIAN - Fish oil sup-
plements are high in omega-3s,
essential fatty acids that our body
does not produce on its own. These
play an important role in cardiovas-
cular health, brain function, eye-
sight and immune systems. As a re-
sult, fish oil supplements have been
touted as a way of reducing the risk
of heart attacks and inflammation,
and improving cognitive function
and skin health.

This has made fish oil supple-
ments a booming business. Ome-
ga-3 supplements are some of the
most popular nutritional supple-
ments in the US and UK, and es-
timates put the value of the global
fish oil market around $3.1bn.

But the scientific data isn’t as em-
phatic. A 2018 meta analysis found
that taking fish oil supplements
“does not benefit heart health or
reduce our risk of stroke or death
by any cause”. Last year, a study
found that fish oil may increase
risk of heart conditions and stroke
for those without cardiovascular
disease. Also, a lot of fish oil supple-
ments seem to be rancid.

We asked experts what to know
about fish oil supplements.

What are fish oil supplements?

Fish oil for supplements is ex-
tracted from fatty fish such as
mackerel, salmon, herring, sardines
and anchovies.

This oil is rich in two types of
omega-3 fatty acids: eicosapentae-
noic acid (EPA) and docosahexae-
noic acid (DHA).

“Aside from fish, seaweed and
algae are the only other sources
of these two types of omega-3s,”
Sherry says.

In supplement form, fish oil
is often sold as soft gel capsules.
However, what each supplement
contains — say, how much EPA
and DHA are in each pill — is not

consistent. In the US, dietary supple-
ments are not regulated by the Food
and Drug Administration, explains Dr
Stephen Kopecky, a cardiologist at the
Mayo Clinic. (Supplements are regu-
lated in the UK.)

“You've got to turn the bottle
around to look at the ingredient la-
bel,” Kopecky says. Companies, he
warns, “can change their labels week
to week”.

What are the benefits of fish oil
supplements?

Experts say it is important to differ-
entiate between the benefits of eating
fish and the benefits of consuming
fish oil supplements. Omega-3s in
fish have been shown to help reduce
inflammation and plaque formation,
lower blood pressure and triglycerides
— a type of fat in the blood — and sta-
bilize and protect cell members in the
heart and brain, says Sherry.

But nutrition is complicated. Ko-
pecky says it is unclear whether these
benefits come from the omega-3s
alone, or a combination of the fatty
acids and the way the fish was caught,
prepared and served. “There’s all
these other factors,” he says.

The current fish oil boom is partly
attributable to a 1985 paper in the
New England Journal of Medicine,
says Dr Steven Nissen, a cardiologist
at the Cleveland Clinic.

The paper found that “mortality
from coronary heart disease was more
than 50 percent lower among those
who consumed at least 30g of fish per
day than among those who do not eat
fish”.

Indeed, says Nissen, people who eat
more fish tend to have better health
outcomes. But it’s probably not just
because they consume more omega-
3s.
“If you eat more fish, you probably
eat less meat,” he says, adding that
populations that eat more fish tend to
be more health conscious overall.

State’s Legislative Battle
Continues Over Healthcare

By Grace Vitaglione

North Carolina Health News

Lindsi Franklin’s son, Isaac, was 9 years old in June 2024 when doctors
found an abscess in his stomach and a section of diseased bowel. He was
diagnosed with severe Crohn’s disease — Isaac’s immune system had de-
cided that his own intestines were an enemy.

Franklin’s insurance company required prior approval before covering
the medications Isaac needed — a process that took months, Franklin said.
She spent hours on the phone between the company, pharmacy and the

physician.

“Time was not on our side,” said Franklin, who’s from Wake County.
“Isaac’s immune system was on high alert and could continue to attack his

intestines.”

Eventually, Isaac was able to get both doses of the medication he needed
and two surgeries. He’s now 10 years old and back to playing soccer, she

said.

But the fight with insurance isn’t over. As Isaac grows older and gains

weight, the dosage for his medications will change, and the insurance com-
pany will likely put the family through the entire rigamarole — a process
known as prior approval — again, she said at a news conference at the leg-
islature held March 18.

The North Carolina Senate and the House of Representatives proposed
separate legislation to reform the prior authorization process, where insur-
ance companies require patients and doctors to follow specific and some-
times lengthy procedures before they’ll approve some treatments, tests or
doctor visits.

For people like Isaac, it can mean delays in lifesaving care.

The proposed reforms are part of a larger debate between the legislative
chambers over how to make the health care system more affordable and ac-
cessible for consumers.

But the two chambers of the General Assembly differ in how to go about
changing prior authorization. The House bill takes more steps to restrict
the process, while the Senate’s bill also targets billing and price transpar-
ency for consumers.

NC Health News talked to seven health economists and one policy expert
about what they think of the proposed reforms and the impact on consum-
er costs.

The battle begins

Several North Carolina House members started discussing prior autho-
rization reforms early in the legislative session, which began in January. A
news conference at the North Carolina Medical Society on Jan. 28 teed up
the conversation, where Reps. Tim Reeder (R-Ayden) and Grant Campbell
(R-Concord) — both physicians — spoke about the harms of prior authori-
zation and pledged to file proposals for reform.

In response, the Senate passed a bill discouraging health insurance
mandates. The legislation would make it so that regulating cost-control
processes such as prior authorization would be considered an unfunded
mandate, which Senate members argue raise prices for consumers.

In the Senate bill, any new mandate passed would require the elimina-
tion of an existing one.

According to Senate Leader Phil Berger’s office (R-Eden), the bill was a
message to the House that drastic reforms to prior authorization would not
be accepted in his chamber.

In mid-March, Sens. Jim Burgin (R-Angier), Amy Galey (R-Burlington)
and Benton Sawrey (R-Clayton) co-sponsored Senate Bills 315 and 316,
which together aim to tackle health care costs in the state. The two bills
were eventually combined and passed the Senate almost unanimously on
March 27.

House Bill 434, filed March 18, was the House’s response to improving
prior authorization.

The bills from the two chambers have some similarities: they each would
require insurers to approve or deny covering urgently needed care within
24 hours — previously, they had three business days to make the decision.

Both bills would also require companies to keep a list online of the pro-
cedures, tests and medications that require prior authorization so that pa-
tients and providers can review it.

And both chambers’ bills also require that physicians hired by insurers
to review requests for coverage should be in the same or similar medical
specialty as the treatment in question. For example, if the approval is for a
knee replacement, the insurer physician’s specialty should be in orthope-
dics.

The House bill goes further to say the physician must be licensed to prac-
tice in North Carolina and could be subject to discipline by the state Medi-
cal Board.

The House bill also limits insurers’ ability to change prior authorization
decisions after the care is provided and prevents insurers from requiring
prior approval for a particular service if the provider was approved for that
same service 80 percent of the time in the last year.

The Senate bill specified that appeals for mental health services should
be reviewed by a licensed mental health professional rather than any medi-
cal doctor.

When it comes to fish oil supple-
ments, Sherry notes that there is
“some strong evidence” that fish oil
can help people with pre-existing
heart disease and high triglycerides.
At the same time, she adds, “there
has also been some research that
shows no benefits and even some

harm”. More study is needed on spe-
cific dosages and formulations, she
says.

If you do have high triglycerides
or cardiovascular concerns, experts
suggest you talk to a doctor before
taking fish oil supplements. Pre-
scription fish oil is available, says

Sherry, and tends to be more regu-
lated than over-the-counter supple-
ments.

What are the risks of fish oil sup-
plements?

Some studies have found that
potent fish oil supplements can put
people at higher risk of atrial fibrilla-

FOODA=LION
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tion — an irregular heartbeat that can
lead to blood clots, stroke and heart
complications. One trial of 13,076
patients was halted in 2020 “based
on evidence of a low chance of clini-
cal benefit and a statistically signifi-
cant increase in atrial fibrillation”.

There are less serious potential
side effects as well, says Sherry, such
as burping, heartburn and stomach
upset.

“The main side effect is they can
burp a fishy taste,” says Kopecky.

How can you get the benefits of
fish oil without taking supplements?
It’s quite simple: eat fish. “Eating
more fatty fish in the place of pro-
teins that are high in saturated fats
would offer many more benefits than
popping a fish oil supplement,” says
Sherry.

Kopecky says if someone doesn’t
eat a varied and nutritious diet,
supplements of any kind are unlikely
to help them.

The story of a fish oil supplements
is “a microcosm of our world”, says
Kopecky. “We find some food that’s
beneficial for us, we say we know
exactly what part is beneficial and
we reduce it, desiccate it, put it in a
pill, and sell it to you for 10 times as
much money.”
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Fashion Forward: Mae Reeves Used Showstopping Hats
To Fuel Voter Engagement And Black Entrepreneurship

THE CONVERSATION - Lula
“Mae” Reeves, one of the first Black
women in Philly to own her own
business, created one-of-a-kind and
custom hats for celebrities, social-
ites, professionals and churchgoing
women in downtown Philadelphia for
over 50 years.

She made hats for everyday wear,
hats for special occasions, and mag-
nificent “showstoppers,” as she called
them. Her celebrity clients included
Eartha Kitt, Marian Anderson, Lena
Horne, Ella Fitzgerald and members
of the du Pont and Annenberg fami-
lies.

I am a museum specialist at the
National Museum of African Ameri-
can History and Culture at the Smith-
sonian Institution and an expert in
costumes, textiles and millinery fash-
ion.

In 2009, I was called upon to visit
Mae’s Millinery, her former store at
41 N. 60th St. in West Philadelphia,
to help select objects for a new per-
manent exhibition at the Smithson-
ian that recreates Reeves’ shop and
showcases some of her stunning de-
signs.

I also met Reeves in person for the
first time that day at a nursing home
in Darby, Pennsylvania. She was 96

years old.

A few years later, I returned to
Philadelphia to attend Reeves’s 100th
birthday celebration. It was during
that visit that I learned, to my sur-
prise and intrigue, that Reeves had
also used her millinery shop as a poll-
ing station.

Black velvet turban on display

During my first meeting with
Reeves, she shared her memory of the
first hat she created after she opened
her 60th Street store, a beautifully
decorated shop, in 1941. Her original
millinery shop was at 1630 South St.,
and many of her famous clients fol-
lowed her to the new location in West
Philadelphia.

Reeves recalled creating a black
velvet turban that she placed in the
window. A young woman walked by
on her way home from work and was
enthralled. The woman returned to
try it on and, Reeves told me, visual-
ized the impressive fashion statement
she would make. She purchased the
turban for about US$20 — roughly
$430 in today’s dollars.

To open her West Philly millinery
store, Reeves had secured a $500
business loan in 1940 from the Citi-
zens and Southern Bank and Trust.
The Black-owned bank catered to

Philadelphia’s African American
community, as most white-owned
banks refused to loan money to Black
customers.

Reeves was proud to tell me how
she had secured the loan entirely on
her own — with no co-signer — by
maintaining a reputation of “good
standing” and having sound business
plans. She was also extremely proud
that she “paid back all of the loan.”

From millinery shop to poll-
ing station

The Three-Fifths Compromise

By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

The Three-Fifths Compromise,
forged during the 1787 United States
Constitutional Convention, is one
of the most controversial and para-
doxical aspects of the early American
political system. The agreement ad-
dressed the issue of how enslaved
people would be counted in a state’s
population for purposes of representa-
tion in Congress, electoral votes, and
taxation—ultimately granting South-
ern states disproportionate power in
the federal government.

For Southern states, where slavery
was a cornerstone of the economy,
counting enslaved people toward their
population was crucial. However,
these enslaved people had no rights
and could not vote. Northern states
opposed this, arguing that if slaves
could not vote, they should not be
counted for purposes of representa-
tion. The compromise also had impli-
cations for taxation: the same three-
fifths ratio applied to the apportion-
ment of federal taxes, which reduced
the tax burden on slaveholding states.

The three-fifths ratio itself had ear-
lier roots. A proposal for this type of

representation was made in 1783 as
part of an amendment to the Articles
of Confederation. The amendment
suggested that taxes be based on
population, but the South immediately
objected to this plan because it would
count enslaved people as part of the
taxable population. When the debate
over slavery intensified at the Consti-
tutional Convention, James Madison’s
three-fifths proposal was accepted as a
resolution to the issue of representa-
tion.

The arguments surrounding the
Three-Fifths Compromise were
steeped in contradiction. Southern
states, despite recognizing enslaved
people as property, insisted slaves
count as full persons when it came
to gaining political power and taxa-
tion—giving them more power over
the North.

Northern delegates, on the other
hand, wanted only free people to be
counted for representation, arguing
that only those who had voting rights
should be counted. However, they
also wanted slaves to be counted as
property for the aims of taxation in the
South.

Each side held a contradictory posi-
tion that also contradicted the other

side’s arguments: wanting slaves to be
counted as full people and property to
their benefit.

Alexander Hamilton remarked at
the time, “Much has been said of the
impropriety of representing men who
have no will of their own.... They are
men, though degraded to the condi-
tion of slavery. They are persons
known to the municipal laws of the
states which they inhabit, as well as to
the laws of nature. But representation
and taxation go together.... Would it
be just to impose a singular burden,
without conferring some adequate ad-
vantage?”

The Three-Fifths Compromise had
far-reaching consequences. It enabled
Southern states to wield greater influ-
ence in Congress, the Electoral Col-
lege, and the presidency. For instance,
by the 1790 census, the South had 47
of the 105 seats in the House, a num-
ber that would have been significantly
reduced had slaves not been partially
counted.

Historians have speculated that
without the additional slave state
votes, Jefferson would have lost the
presidential election of 1800, slav-
ery would have been excluded from
Missouri, Jackson’s Indian removal

To transition her millinery shop to
a polling station, Reeves told me that
she and her second husband, Joel
Reeves, who sold newspaper adver-
tisements, would remove the beauti-
ful furniture and decorative items to
accommodate the polling machines.

To get the word out about the des-
ignated polling station, the couple
distributed handbills and hung post-
ers throughout the neighborhood.
Reeves offered plates of food to politi-
cians who stopped by and cake to the

Explained

policy would have failed, the Wilmot
Proviso would have banned slavery
in territories won from Mexico, and
the Kansas-Nebraska bill would have
failed.

The compromise also had a moral
dimension that many found troubling.
Frederick Douglass, a former enslaved
person and abolitionist, argued that
even in its worst construction, the
Three-Fifths Compromise still repre-
sented a victory for freedom.

“A black man in a free State is worth
just two-fifths more than a black man
in a slave State, as a basis of political
power under the Constitution. There-
fore, instead of encouraging slavery,
the Constitution encourages freedom
by giving an increase of ‘two-fifths” of
political power to free slave States. So
much for the three-fifths clause; taking
it at its worst, it still leans to freedom,
not slavery; for, be it remembered that
the Constitution nowhere forbids a
colored man to vote.” Douglas said.

Other abolitionists, however, viewed
it as part of a broader system of politi-
cal manipulation designed to protect
the interests of slavery. John Quincy
Adams once wrote that slavery “taints

(See THREE-FIFTHSP. 13)

Dreamville’s Economic Impact: More Than
Just a Festival, A Community Catalyst

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

Dreamville Festival blessed Dix
Park this past weekend, bringing
with it not just music, but a power-
ful economic and cultural wave. As
organizers and city officials revealed,
this event, headlined by J. Cole’s vi-
sion, is far more than a weekend of
performances; it’s a carefully orches-
trated economic engine and a heart-
felt “family reunion,” which will be
returning in another form for at least
four more years.

“We call it our family reunion,
people from all over come out,”
Dreamville co-founder Adam Roy
shared, highlighting the festival’s
unique ability to draw over 100,000
attendees over four years. This in-
flux of visitors translates into a sig-
nificant boom for local businesses.
Hotels, restaurants, and vendors
experience a surge in activity, con-

tributing substantially to Raleigh’s
economy.

Beyond the immediate financial
impact, Dreamville Festival fosters
a sense of community and collabora-
tion. The event’s organizers empha-
sized the importance of creating a
safe and welcoming environment, a
testament to their dedication to at-
tendees. “At first, I said who would
buy tickets when they don’t know
the lineup - Sasha said trust the
process,” Michele Mallette, Chief of
Staff in the City Manager’s Office of
The City of Raleigh, recounted, il-
lustrating the trust and vision that
drives the event.

The festival’s location at Dix Park
is strategic, drawing attendees and
talent from numerous universities
and surrounding areas. This accessi-
bility amplifies the event’s reach and
impact on surrounding states. The
collaboration between the festival and
the city of Raleigh is crucial, with of-

ficials noting the significant financial
commitment involved. “There are
rental fees. There are permit fees they
pay Public Safety employees; they
spend a lot of money before anybody
ever touches that field,” an official
explained, emphasizing the unseen
financial contributions.

Moreover, Dreamville Festival
provides opportunities for local art-
ists and vendors. Many of the art
installations are from local artists,
highlighting the festival’s role in sup-
porting the local creative economy.
J. Cole’s commitment to the com-
munity is a driving force behind the
festival’s success. Michele continued,
“He is a local resident. He is com-
mitted to this community, and he is
totally committed to this festival.”
While his role may evolve, his dedi-
cation remains unwavering.

The impact extends beyond mere
business transactions, fostering deep
personal connections and partner-

ships. “It is much bigger than the
festival. It is much bigger than mu-
sic. To a certain extent, it is about
the community that we built around
the music and then ultimately how
we’ve taken that into our personal
lives to be stronger relationships and
partnerships,” shared Ibrahim “Ib”
Hamad Dreamville co-founder and
partner, and Manager to J. Cole.
Despite challenges like hurricanes
and the pandemic, the festival’s
organizers remain committed to its
future, highlighting the strategic
and intentional efforts to secure the
festival’s continuation for the next
3 to 4 years. As Dreamville Festival
continues to evolve, it stands as a
testament to the power of music
and community, creating a lasting
economic and cultural legacy for Ra-
leigh. The “dream that has become a
reality” is set to continue, promising
years of memorable experiences and
significant contributions to the city.

On Sunday over 200 people attended the annual Carolina Regional Adventist Robotics Tournament in Raleigh. The event was held at
Adventist Christian Academy. The robotic teams were from all over the south east. Mathias Bishop Photo

voters. She wanted to create a safe
and welcoming polling place while
also emphasizing the importance that
Black Philadelphians exercise their
right to vote.

Reeves was also a longtime mem-
ber of the Freedom Day Association, a
group formed in 1941 in Philadelphia
to ensure younger African Americans
understand the importance of the
13th Amendment, which abolished
slavery; the 14th Amendment, which
grants citizenship to all people born
or naturalized in the U.S; and the
15th Amendment, which prohibits
denying any citizen’s right to vote
on account of race, color or previous
condition of servitude.

The association was started by Maj.
Richard Robert Wright Sr., a former
U.S. Army paymaster, educator,
politician, civil rights advocate and
founder of the Citizens and Southern
Bank — the bank that had offered
May that $500 loan. Reeves admired
Wright, who had been born into slav-
ery, and considered him a close friend
and business associate. She kept a
copy of his portrait photo on display
in her millinery shop.

Barbecues and beach trips
In March 2025, I spoke with Reeves’
daughter, Donna Limerick, by phone.
She told me Reeves had been a mem-
ber and president of the 60th Street

ed good business practices, shared
marketing strategies and encouraged
support for other businesses in the
association.

Reeves was also active in the
National Association of Fashion
and Accessory Designers, a Black
trade group sponsored by the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women.
The group’s purpose was to promote
Black women in the fashion industry
by developing their business skills
and fostering collaboration and ac-
cess to mainstream fashion. The
Philadelphia chapter was formed in
1950.

Despite her many professional and
civic commitments, Reeves also took
care of those closest to her. Limer-
ick shared with me how her parents
would take neighborhood kids to
their summer home in Mizpah, New
Jersey. They would ply the children
with delicious homemade meals and
desserts, organize regular barbecues
and beach trips, and teach the kids to
fish.

Reeves passed away in 2016 at the
age of 104. I hope her story encour-
ages others — as it has encouraged
me — to be brave enough to dream;
to be diligent enough to actualize
your dreams; to be mindful to sup-
port your community; to be a person
of grace; and to be careful to always

Business Association, which promot- expect, seek and give joy.

COLDER ICE...

Last week, we looked at Tariffs 101. Today, we're focusing on something
basic for our survival: food production. This entire country has been im-
pacted by the struggles of American farmers. At this point, we’re several gen-
erations away from manufacturers and retailer boasting their products were
Made in America. We began to believe that “imported” was better, much in
the same way segments of the African American community were accused
of believing that “the white man’s ice is colder.” We would rather pay $100-
$140 a pound for Japanese Wagyu beef or even $200-$300 a pound for au-
thentic Japanese Kobe beef than $50 a pound for Texas’s finest.

We watched as the American promise that if you worked hard and saved
your money, you could make a living, buy property and have something
more than memories to leave for your children became a thing of the past.

Regardless of your political leanings, can you deny that something dif-
ferent has to happen to lessen our dependence on imports and fragile trade
relationships to the detriment of American food producers?

I don’t think the average American will argue that creating a competitive,
fair-trade market for American farmers can help all of us. I'm not trying to
sell policy or methodology. I simply believe that we must make bold moves
toward a healthy economy with enhanced opportunity and a stimulated job
market. Period.

This administration has defended the new tariffs as a necessary step
to protect American industries and address unfair trade practices, urg-
ing Americans, including farmers, to be patient, emphasizing that these
measures are aimed at long-term economic benefits. However, the admin-
istration’s actions have sparked concerns among farmers and agricultural
groups. Many fear that retaliatory tariffs from other countries could harm
exports, which are crucial for the farming sector. Despite these challenges,
the administration remains committed to its tariff strategy, arguing that it
will ultimately strengthen the U.S. economy.

Small and midsize farmers are expressing deep concerns about the new
tariffs, fearing they could be even more damaging than previous trade wars.
Many farmers are struggling with rising costs for essential supplies like fer-
tilizer, seed, and equipment, while also facing lower crop prices due to global
market shifts. Others worry that retaliatory tariffs from other countries will
make it harder to sell their goods abroad, particularly for crops like soy-
beans, which have already lost market share to competitors like Brazil and
Argentina. Still others point out that high interest rates on farm loans—some
reaching 8%—are making it difficult to stay afloat.

Farm groups have urged the government to be cautious with tariffs, warn-
ing that they could further strain an already fragile agricultural economy.
While some farmers remain loyal to the administration, others fear that
these policies could force a new generation of farmers out of business. These
are all legitimate concerns. Farmers, like most of the rest of us, must support
our lives, our families now.

The new tariffs are expected to drive up costs for several key crops, though
the exact price changes will depend on market reactions and global trade
shifts. Here’s what experts are predicting:

- **Soybeans** — Prices could drop further due to reduced demand from
China and increased competition from Brazil and Argentina

- **Corn** — Higher input costs, including fertilizer and equipment, may
push prices up, but export challenges could limit gains

- **Wheat** — Prices may remain volatile as global competitors take advan-
tage of shifting trade dynamics

- **Fruits & Vegetables** — Tariffs on imports from Latin America could
lead to higher consumer prices for items like avocados and bananas

Farmers are bracing for uncertainty, with many worried that retaliatory
tariffs could further disrupt markets. These tariffs are making it harder for
American farmers to compete globally while also raising costs for consum-
ers.

It’s a tough situation—many farmers feel caught between rising costs and
uncertain trade prospects. And American consumers are being forced out of
mindless imported consumerism into making hard decisions as we try bal-
ancing ever-rising prices with stagnant, even shrinking income.

Rock and a hard place, for real.
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Bills Banning Foreign Ownership Of NC Farmland Advance

NC NEWSLINE - Two commit-
tees in the North Carolina General
Assembly voted Tuesday morning to
approve legislation banning certain
foreign entities from acquiring farm-
land in the state.

The House Homeland Security and
Military and Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee took up House Bill 133, “NC
Farmland and Military Protection
Act.” About an hour later, the Senate
Agriculture, Energy, and Environ-
ment Committee approved the upper
chamber’s counterpart, Senate Bill
394, “Prohibit Foreign Ownership of
NC Land.”

Both measures now head to sub-
sequent panels — House Commerce
and Economic Development and Sen-
ate Judiciary, respectively.

At a time of rocky international
relations due to the Trump adminis-
tration’s tariffs, the legislation could

NCDHHS Expands Success Coach

signify a move toward increased ten-
sion with foreign countries.

HB 133, sponsored by Reps. Jen-
nifer Balkcom (R-Henderson), Neal
Jackson (R-Moore, Randolph), Jeff
Zenger (R-Forsyth), and John Bell
(R-Goldsboro), would prohibit “ad-
versarial” foreign governments from
purchasing, acquiring, or leasing
agricultural land in North Carolina,
according to the bill text.

The restrictions would also apply to
land situated within a 75-mile radius
of a military installation — a number
influenced by national defense rec-
ommendations, Balkcom said — such
as Fort Bragg near Fayetteville. A
complete list of applicable installa-
tions is outlined in the bill text.

“If it was up to me, I'd do the en-
tire state,” Balkcom said. “But this
doesn’t infringe on private property
rights. You can sell it to anybody but

e,
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Services Program

AT

To Help Families With Kids Exiting Foster Care

WUNC - Lisa Tucker Cauley is the
Division Director for North Caro-
lina’s Health and Human Services
for child, family, adult, and regional
support. She said the Success Coach
program can even help a single par-
ent with three kids, for example.

“So, one of the things a success
coach could do would be help the
parents strategize and figure out of
these three children that need to do
all these activities, how am I going to
make it work,” said Tucker Cauley.
“What are the activities that have
transportation that’s provided? How
do you manage the schedule?”

Tucker Cauley said this program
could also help judges rule in favor
of giving a child back to their fami-
lies quicker, after being taken away.

“One of the ways they could go
home sooner is because this service

would be available, and counties
would feel comfortable telling the
courts we think that children need
to go home,” she said. “Courts make
the decision. So, you could go to

court and say, ‘I think this child’s
ready to go home,” and they would
know they had Success Coach as a
follow-up program.”

Families across the state can now

apply to the program through three
agencies and organizations: the Chil-
dren’s Home Society, the Boys and
Girls Home of North Carolina, and
the Catawba County Department of
Social Services.

Meanwhile, Tucker Cauley said
the state health department is look-
ing for more social workers to train
within the program, so it can con-
tinue helping families across the
state. State Health officials are plan-
ning to invest more than $16 million
in state and federal funding over the
next three years toward this effort.
A spokesperson said they are not
aware of any federal cuts that will
impact the funding for the Success
Coach Services Program at this time,
but they will continue to evaluate the
long-term impacts any potential loss
of funding they could have.

Black Star Network Comes to Raleigh

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

Are you following Roland Martin’s
Black Star Network on YouTube?
Roland Martin’s Black Star Network
YouTube channel is a must-follow
for anyone seeking insightful and
culturally relevant content. The net-
work’s flagship show, Roland Martin
Unfiltered, delivers daily news and
commentary from Washington, DC,
covering a broad spectrum of topics
including politics, culture, entertain-
ment, social justice, sports, educa-
tion, business, and finance. Martin’s
engaging humor and diverse lineup

Roland Martin

of guest experts make the show both
informative and entertaining.

One of Martin’s greatest strengths
is his ability to break down complex
issues and connect them to histori-
cal events and the statements and
experiences of influential figures.
This approach helps viewers under-
stand the context and significance of
current events and fosters a deeper
understanding of the issues at hand.
Whether you'’re interested in politics,
social justice, or simply staying in-
formed about the world around you,
Roland Martin’s Black Star Network
is a valuable resource. Interested
in seeing Roland Martin in person?

Culture Of Cover Ups Part 3

By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

In Part 1 of the series, we explored
the historical context of the cover-
up culture within law enforcement
in North Carolina and the Triangle
area, with insights from Dr. Kimber-
ly D. Muktarian—a Raleigh native,
journalist, historian, and civil rights
activist. In Part 2, we examined sev-
eral examples of this troubling cul-
ture in law enforcement, where Dr.
Kim shared her personal encounters
with officers and discussed how pol-
itics can either support or challenge
this culture, depending on the level
of complicity among those involved.

In Part 3, Dr. Kim addresses the
core issue of the culture of cover-
ups and points out the initiatives
she represents, which offer ways for
individuals to take action in improv-
ing law enforcement practices in Ra-
leigh, Wake County, NC, and across
the nation, particularly regarding
the treatment of people of color and
their communities.

Dr. Kim argues that it only takes a
moment for accountability to begin,
but it takes individuals and groups
willing to break from the status quo
and challenge others for a better fu-
ture.

“I think sometimes it only takes
a moment to push a movement.
We are conditioning, and I believe
overall, our people are in need of a
strong break from it,” Dr. Kim said.

Terms like ‘violence’ can be used
as a euphemism for Black crime and
culture, shrugging off the responsi-
bilities law enforcement has to pro-
tect and serve their communities.
Dr. Kim explains how the double
standard and stereotypes can per-
petuate a system of coverups.

“Case in point, the word ‘violence’
is usually associated with us. But
we don’t talk about the violence
of a city which was stolen, much
systematically... it becomes a thing
where you don’t look at the city’s
corruption as violent,” Dr. Kim said.
“And so they’re able to tell you,’
we’re working on it—the system is
broken’. They don’t use ‘violence’ as
that word; they use, ‘we’re getting
more training’. They civilize their
violence.”

For her part, Dr. Kim is involved

with multiple organizations, pro-
grams, initiatives, and movements
that seek to improve the justice
system and ensure accountability for
those who commit flagrant offenses
and those who try to cover them up.

“Some of the things that I'm
working on now are through a form
called Miss Cali’s Adventures. I go
back into slavery and I bring us
current to show our young people
and our adults how we got here. I
incorporate politicians today and
those who are responsible for rep-
resenting us,” Dr. Kim said. “We are
also working with the United States
Department of Justice, who we are
challenging to look at the system
from a different lens.”

Dr. Kim referenced numerous
local incidents of law enforcement
brutality, lack of accountability, and
the unjustified use of force and ha-
rassment throughout the series, but
this time she specifically referenced
the cases of Brianna Taylor and
Freddie Gray in Baltimore. These
cases, which played a significant
role in inspiring thousands to join
the Black Lives Matter movement
in 2020, are used to illustrate the is-
sues law enforcement agencies face
in how they interpret and respond to
events within the Black community.

“We wanted to challenge them
not just to take a look at policing
because policing is given permis-
sion by the city and the city is actu-
ally run by developers. And when
an area such as East College Park,
or areas like South Park, where de-
velopment is supposed to happen,
or urban renewal. What we’ll find is
that most of our murders are com-
ing from those areas. It’s almost a
clearing that happens so that they
can justify taking over those areas,”
Dr. Kim explained.

Dr. Kim argues that the Wake
County Police Department frequent-
ly overlooks the root causes of crime
rates and high-crime areas, often at-
tributing crime to the racial makeup
of neighborhoods. This approach
fails to address the underlying fac-
tors contributing to crime: “The lack
of crime is not the definition of jus-
tice; we have to stop that narrative.”

As the president of Save Our Sons
and executive director for Raleigh
Pack — the Raleigh Police Account-

ability Community Task Force — Dr.
Kim focuses on the root causes of
marijuana stops, traffic violations,
and any patterns of practice where
we see the most engagement be-
tween blacks and police officers.

“Holding black officers account-
able so that they can be respon-
sible for black deaths outside, we are
pushing for that initiative,” Dr. Kim
said. “We’re also pushing for making
it more feasible to have a communi-
ty on the inside to handle grievances
versus allowing the police to police
themselves through their internal
affairs process.”

In addition to advocating for an
initiative urging state and federal
governments to exempt Black Amer-
icans from taxes as a form of repara-
tions for slavery and Jim Crow, Dr.
Kim plans to continue pointing out
the errors, immorality, and unjust
patterns within law enforcement
agencies, from Raleigh to the na-
tion’s capital, particularly in calling
attention to the culture of cover-
ups. The slaveholders display pride
and vainglory in their condition of
masterdom. . . . They look down
upon the simplicity of a Yankee’s
manners, because he has no habits
of overbearing like theirs and cannot
treat negroes like dogs.”

The U.S. Constitution initially al-
lowed the importation of enslaved
people for 20 years. Denmark was
the first nation to abolish its trade in
1803. Britain and the United States
followed in 1807, with the U.S. ban
going into effect in 1808 under
Thomas Jefferson. It is also impor-
tant to note that the words “slave”
and “slavery” do not appear in the
original U.S. Constitution, and in-
stead, enslaved individuals were
referred to as “other Persons.”

The Three-Fifths Compromise
remained in effect until the Four-
teenth Amendment was ratified in
1868, after the Civil War. However,
the end of the Three-Fifths Com-
promise did not entirely remove the
structural advantages it had granted
to the South. It was not just about
the balance of power between free
and slave states; it was a reflection
of the nation’s struggle with its own
identity and the moral weight of
slavery in the early American Re-
public.

On Friday, April 11th, at 5pm, Black
Star Network will host a Town Hall
at Martin Street Baptist Church. This
event is free and open to the public.
The purpose is to discuss Saint Au-
gustine’s University. See you tomor-
row!

a foreign national that’s an adversary
against the United States.”

Rep. Celeste Cairns (R-Carteret,
Craven) asked for clarification on the
bill’s parameters. She asked if people
would be able to sell property to in-
dividual citizens of the “adversarial”
countries without connection to their
government.

Balkcom responded in the affirma-
tive. In response to a question from
Rep. Wyatt Gable (R-Onslow) about
how the “adversarial” governments
are defined, she said there’s guidance
from the U.S. Department of Defense.

Although the bill doesn’t list specif-
ic countries, it refers to governments
subject to the International Traffic in
Arms Regulations.

Over in the upper chamber, Sens.
Bob Brinson (R-Beaufort, Craven,
Lenoir), Bobby Hanig (R-Bertie,
Camden, Currituck, Dare, Gates,
Hertford, Northampton, Pasquotank,
Perquimans, Tyrrell), and Timothy
Moffitt (R-Henderson, Polk, Ruther-
ford) serve as the primary sponsors
for SB 394.

The measure explicitly refers to the
“adversarial” nations by name: China,
Iran, North Korea, and Russia.

Brinson described the legislation as
a state effort to protect national secu-
rity, because “food security is national

security.”

“The key purpose of this bill is to
both safeguard our agricultural integ-
rity and to protect our national secu-
rity,” he said. “This bill ensures that
North Carolina farmland does not
come under international adversarial
control, and also prevents adversarial
nations from acquiring land near sen-
sitive military installations.”

SB 394 is more restrictive than its
House counterpart. The proposal bars
the prohibited foreign parties from
making claims to land situated within
a 25-mile radius of a military instal-
lation or land underneath special use
airspace as designated by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

Sen. Lisa Grafstein (D-Wake)
pointed out there is a growing popu-
lation of Chinese immigrants and
Chinese Americans in the state. She
asked if the bill would ban someone
from purchasing land if they are a
legal resident of the U.S. with Chinese
citizenship.

“If they’re a resident alien of the
U.S., they have the same right to
acquire or hold land as a citizen, as
long as they’re a resident in the state,”
Brinson said. “As long as they are a
legal resident alien, they should have
the same land ownership rights as a
citizen.”

NC NEWSLINE - More than 4,500 gathered in Raleigh’s Bicenten-
nial Plaza on Saturday to protest the Trump administration, calling
for an end to cuts to health care and welfare programs as well as
the removal of massive tariffs that have caused the stock market

to tumble.
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Rooted and Growing:

Neighborhood Change

About 53 new people a day move to Wake
County, reshaping Raleigh's neighborhoods.
How do these changes impact the places
we live, work, and play?

Let's talk about it:

Tuesday, April 15 | 6-8 p.m.
Watts Chapel Missionary Baptist Church

Tuesday, April 22 | 6-8 p.m.
St. Matthews Church

raleighnc.gov

Register
here
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What’s growing on with

Smarter Snacks
school gardens
Draw a line from each vegetable

Looking for a healthier sort of
More and more schools are planting gardens as part of the  picture to its name. How many can

THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE

n Find Kid Scoop on ﬁ
Facebook
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snack? Give these a try as a fun
way to eat more veggies!

Carrot Fries

effort to get kids to eat healthier foods. you identify correctly? Check your
i . answers below and score 3 points
any experts believe that school Plantlng an idea for every one you get right. Give
gardens offer a powerful You don’t even need a plot of land yourself an extra 3 points for each ya

L /

Chop carrots into sticks.
Brush them with a little
olive oil and sprinkle with
rosemary. Bake them at 425°
for 20 minutes or until carrots

to the sugary  to grow plants. Window boxes or of these vegetables that
path leading to childhood obesity. can easily you have eaten in the
Growing food in a school garden not only  provide a start for early learners. A last 10 days.
teaches students where food comes from garden or a KALE

and how it grows, but also helps kids to ~ water garden also provide learning
establish opportunities. LEEK

eating habits. The fruits GREEN BEANS are tender.
SL )/ Where do each of these
Koo s S smoccoL
¥, p Ants on a Log

CARROT
RADISH

school’s program.
Food for thought
But gardens can provide other , AVOCADO
too. When kids grow gardens, they learn BELL PEPPER

about plants, soil, POSTING ASPARAGUS

and water management, and the fields of

biology, ecology and environmental EGGPLANT ,
‘' »

studies. They will probably pay closer
to the weather.

i

A classic: Spread a little
peanut butter on a celery stick
and top with some raisins. For

a new taste treat, try using
different kinds of berries

Can you find the two
identical gardeners?

9 @ as your “ants.”
Ants in the Sand

0-3 POINTS: SEEDLING
6 - 12 POINTS: GOOD SPROUT
15 - 25 POINTS: PRODUCE PRO
30+ POINTS: GROWING GENIUS

‘0pe20AR 0} ‘sueaq usalb -g ‘1addad [jaq ‘g
‘aley "/ ‘04led "g ‘snbeledse G ‘110000.q {
W99 ¢ ‘Jueidbbe ‘g ‘ysipel ‘| :SHIAMSNV
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Crush up some bran flakes or
Standards Link: Visual Descrimination: Find similarities and differences in common objects. other Whole—grain dry cereal
0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O00 . 7 9 s .
into “sand.” Mix in raisins

Pint'Sized Planter Here’s an || ‘ Garden (ants) and stir. Use
' |

easy way to start a garden of your Q DOt'tO' DOt strawberrics as ladybugs.
very own. You’ll need an adult helper, On one page of the

a sunny window and patience! | Q newspaper, find the Banana Cubes
letters that spell these

vegetables that
gardeners like to grow.
Connect the dots that

spell each word.

donion Qraddish
QOkale Qcabbage
Qcarrot Qartichoke

Nw

yey Pz-“\pa“
QY ey |
Ry

%

|

Mash up a banana. Spray an

With an adult’s Punch five small Fill the carton with soil ) ice cube tray with a little non-
help, cut the top holes in the about an inch from the Place your planter on gbzet or gbrzz;?llfi stick cooking spray. Place the
off an empty milk bottom of the top. Plant three to five a plate in a window pepp zu mashed banglna nto .the tray
carton. carton for seeds and gently push and dampen the soil | Standards Links: Speling: and cover with plastic wrap.
drainage. them into the soil. with water. P O CERCRIES Freeze overnight. Dip the
frozen cubes in yogurt
® for a cool treat.
Kid Scoop Puzzler Doubie, . inie Word Search
- — - Standards Links: Reading Comprehension:
What fraction of each type of vegetable is growing in this ARTICHOKE Find the words by looking up, rollow mulliple-siep urifien dectons.
school garden? down, backwards, forwards,
: BROCCOLI sideways and diagonally. m 5 d LT
C i | | CUCUMBER Seeondokil
) \ "’?;"’ {’;‘« LETTUCE BEATOCTIRPA Complete the grid by using all the letters
Ve ;5 in the word GARDEN in each vertical
(9% APRICOT TRTOCETLERY and horizontal row. Each letter should
CARROTS: — only be used once in each row. Some
RADISH CGOECUTTEL spaces have been filled in for you.
PUMPKINS:— gERfé’Ei ARKCNLTIFBP G ARDEIN
PAAOCCLTIME G N
() roccour: | — MELON E
PLUMS LPLDHONGUA
TOMATOES: — PEARS UEE OT1T RUL S CR G E
KALE MSKLOSTYTIUS R G E
LIME SEGCROHWCN EN G
FIGS
Standards Link: Number Sense: Identify fractions. CORN \?VLarggarS?:nl; I?!11r|1(d Iéggﬁrrz:?jlijﬁg? ggégfgggﬁiﬁgdpg?gﬁhcsl R E N G
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Are Mortgage Rates GOiIlg Down?—contivuep FrRom PAGE 4

If the mortgage rate you're paying
is higher than the rates that are cur-
rently available, it may be worth it
to refinance your mortgage. But you
should weigh both the benefits and
drawbacks of doing so before start-
ing the process.

For example, you might not stand
to benefit much if rates are only mar-
ginally lower than what you're pay-
ing.

Another factor to think about is
how long it will take you to break
even on your refinance. For example,
say you're able to save $200 on your
monthly payment by refinancing.
But the refinance comes with $5,000
in closing costs. It would take you
25 months, or a little over two years
(5,000 + 200 = 25) to break even.
After that, you actually start to ben-
efit from the refinance. Will you be
in the home long enough for it to be
worth it?

How to get a lower mortgage

rate: Top strategies
Clean up your finances

Your credit score and debt-to-
income ratio can play a big part in
what rate you end up with. Higher
scores and lower DTIs are less risky
for lenders, so they reward these
borrowers with lower rates.

To improve your credit score,
make sure you're consistently mak-
ing on-time payments on any debts
you owe. You can also raise your
score by paying down a credit card
or increasing your credit limit to
lower your utilization.

Your DTI shows how much you
spend on debt relative to your in-
come. To lower it, you can either
reduce your debts or increase your
income.

Make a larger down payment

Another factor in what rate you
end up with is your down payment.
The minimum down payment for a
conventional mortgage is 3%. But if

you can put down more, you'll likely
get a better rate.
Shop around for the most affordable
lender

One of the best things buyers can
do to get a lower mortgage rate is to
get quotes from a few different mort-
gage lenders.

Not every lender offers the same

range of rates; some are more af-
fordable than average, while others
are more expensive. By shopping
around, you can ensure you get the
best rate available.
Buy down your rate

You can also pay for a lower rate.
With mortgage points or discount
points, you'll pay cash at closing in

exchange for a slightly lower interest
rate. This could be worth it if your
goal is to reduce how much you’re
spending each month, but be sure
to also consider your overall budget
and how much you can afford to pay
at closing.

Another way to lower your rate
is with a temporary buydown. With

a buydown, your rate will be lower
for a period of time. For example,
with a 2-1 buydown, your rate will be
lowered by two percentage points for
the first year you have the loan and
one percentage point during the sec-
ond year. Then it returns to normal.
These are often paid for by the seller
or home builder.

Section 8 Housing Voucher—-contivuep rrom PAGE 3

assistance provided to the family
(reduced after the first year of as-
sistance by 10% each year over a
10-year period) or

The difference between the
home’s sales price and the purchase
price minus the costs of any capital
expenditures, sale costs, and any
amounts previously recaptured.
What to Know About Govern-
ment Rent-to-Own Programs

Rent-to-own agreements allow
you to rent a property for a speci-

fied time and then acquire owner-
ship afterward. Every rent-to-own
contract differs, so the rental pay-
ment period could vary from a few
months to several years.

Some of the advantages of rent-
to-own assistance programs are:

«Affords buyers access to live in
their home while they are on the
way to purchasing it

«Creates a pathway to buying a
house, even with a low credit rating
or no credit history at all

«Allows families to build equity
while paying rent.

*No down payments are required

HUD funds non-profit and other
eligible organizations that develop
and administer homeownership
programs. These organizations then
help people purchase and own pub-
lic housing units.

The rent-to-own agreements that
these HUD-funded organizations
offer to buyers are mostly similar
and follow the same process. These

include:

ePurchase Price: This step in-
volves deciding whether the home’s
value will be current or predicted
and determining the price.

Rent Payments: A percentage
of each payment is set aside as
equity for the buyer’s future house
purchase. Because of this, monthly
rent payments for rent-to-own
programs are usually higher than
normal rents.

By the Refi.com Team
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A Historic Black Church Took The
Proud Boys To Court & They Won

WASHINGTON (AP) — There is
so much history between the walls
of Metropolitan African Methodist
Episcopal Church, which has hosted
funerals for Rosa Parks and Freder-
ick Douglass and opened its pews to
American presidents and civil rights
icons.

It made history again this year:
Thanks to a lawsuit, Metropolitan
AME now controls the trademark to
the Proud Boys, the far-right group
that once vandalized the church’s
property in Washington.

After a pro-Donald Trump rally
in December 2020, Proud Boys de-
stroyed Black Lives Matter signs at
two historically Black churches dur-
ing a violent night in the city.

“The act of destroying these signs
was not just alcohol-lubricated, in-
fantile frat-boy stuff,” said the Rev.
William H. Lamar IV, Metropolitan’s
pastor.

“This is a softer version of cross-
burning, designed to keep us quiet,”
he said.

It was political intimidation, ac-
cording to Lamar. A judge awarded
the church $2.8 million in dam-
ages in 2023, condemning the Proud
Boys’ “hateful and overtly racist con-
duct.”

In February, after the Proud Boys
didn’t pay, the court gave the church
use of the group’s name and symbols
— seen on its black-and-yellow gear
and laurel wreath logo.

The church can seize money the
Proud Boys make through merchan-
dise sales. And the congregation has
begun to sell lookalike shirts on its
website with lines like “Stay Proud,
Stay Black.” It plans to offer similar

Practical

NOTHING TO SHOW FORIT
Read: John 21:20-22
By John L. Caldwell, Pastor

New Jerusalem Baptist Cathedral

The story is told of a young preacher
like me, who was called into the minis-
try. The young preacher was married
and had several children. It was a sac-
rifice, but the young man found a way
to go to divinity school to get himself
trained for the ministry. He graduated
from a very prestigious school and
was called to a small church. For more
than fifteen years he labored at this
little church without much success.
There was not enough salary to pro-
vide for the family’s health insurance
or his retirement. The preacher’s wife
ran off with another man and he was
left with his three small children.

And yet the preacher labored and
toiled getting a second job to support
the family. He was finally able to send
all of his children to college and they
all graduated, This preacher had in-
vested so much time and energy into
his family and church. His children
grew up in church and he supported
and loved them up through the time
they graduated college. This father had
been with his children all the way, so
to speak.

However, the college degrees did
not serve his three children well.
When the children left home, one got
on drugs, one started living in with a
man without the benefit of marriage,
the other one never got a decent job
having been fired more than once.
Neither of his children are now in
church.

Looking back, the young preacher
became so disappointed and de-
pressed, because he saw himself as a
slam-dunk failure. In spite of all he
had done and tried to do for his fam-
ily, in spite of all the time, money and
energy he had invested in his family,
he now has nothing to show for it.

This story repeats itself for many
families. Social embarrassment falls
upon the grieving family and the
undisciplined children don’t seem to
care.

Now comes the devil’s fallout. In
order to seek some kind of solace
and relief, the grieving family begin
to look around and start comparing
themselves with other families to see
if they have family problems too. The
problem here is a family can’t and
shouldnt compare their family with

apparel for Pride Month and Ju-
neteenth, with proceeds going to a
community justice fund.

Lamar said it’s “our way of lever-
aging something that was intended
for evil.”

The church has a long history of

activism

Despite the humor and subver-
sion, Lamar sees the lawsuit as part
of a long line of civil rights activism
that has relied on the courts, from
Black women who successfully sued
the Ku Klux Klan to lawsuits that
pushed desegregation.

“Metropolitan institutionally is do-
ing what Black women and men have
always done,” he said, “and that is to
use the available means to fight.”

In January, President Trump par-
doned members of the Proud Boys

Biblical Principles

another. If you start comparing your
family with another to see what they
got, you won'’t be able to enjoy what
you got.

If a family wants to see if the grass is
greener on the other side of the fence,
as Dr. Jeremiah Wright, the former
pastor of President Obama, says, The
grass may be greener on the other side
of the fence because the water bill is
higher- meaning someone is paying a
high cost just to keep up appearances.
Or in some cases, what you may be
looking at is not real grass but artificial
turf. This family is “faking it” to give
the appearance and impression they
are doing just fine. There is another
observation. The grass may be greener
on the other side of the fence because
it is sitting on top of a sceptic tank-on
top of some pooh-pooh. Just because
there are two new cars sitting on the
other driveway, they may well be living
in the basement of their existence.

This object lesson goes as well for
those marriages heading for the rocks.
One now has nothing to show for years
of marriage and soon start comparing
one’s relationship with others. And
the idea comes, and you start thinking
about changing partners. Be careful
and not allow the emotional pain to
blind you as you start looking at the
grass on the other side of the fence.
One may be looking at artificial turf or
greener grass on top of a sceptic tank.
What appears real may not be true.

As a last-ditch effort one may have
a “fall back” plan, which includes an
old boy or girlfriend when the pain
of a failing marriage grows. Hidden
phone numbers and addresses are put
in code on one’s iPhone so no one can
know you have a plan to hedge against
the pain and emptiness of a relation-
ship. One doesn’t feel like going to
work, nor does one feel like going
home. There’s nothing to go to.

There are some individuals who
have spent a good bit of their lives
trying to make someone joyful and
happy. And yet one has nothing to
show for it.

We have one of those “nothing to
show for it” events in the scripture.
After the disciples had followed Jesus
all around preaching and listening
to the Lord’s teachings, ministering
from place to place, seeing healing
and miracles performed, the disciples
had hope and were looking forward
to the Kingdom of Heaven coming

who were convicted for their role
in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S.
Capitol. Included in that pardon was
the group’s former chairman, En-
rique Tarrio, who had been serving
a 22-year sentence and is a named
defendant in the church’s lawsuit.

Two weeks later, when church
member Khaleelah Harris heard
about the trademark win, her first
response was to pray for the safety
of Metropolitan, which at one point
was paying $20,000 a month for in-
creased security.

“I just hope they don’t touch the
church. That was my main concern,”
said Harris, who is pursuing ordina-
tion within the AME.

“As overwhelming as this all has
been, in a sense, we have no choice,”
she said. “That’s the legacy of our
church.”

Founded in 1838 and part of the
nation’s first independent Black de-
nomination, the congregation laid
the building’s cornerstone in 1881.
AME churches around the country,
from Mississippi to Connecticut,
paid for its construction as their
national cathedral, positioned a half-
mile from the White House.

“Washington’s been a very inter-
esting town, because Black people
have been able to live lives here that
they couldn’t live elsewhere,” Lamar
said. It was not without segregation
and racism, but “they built their own
spaces to preserve their own human-
ity, their own joy.”

Growing up in Macon, Georgia,
Lamar first learned about Metropoli-
tan AME from a textbook his mother
brought home. Almost 30 years
later, he became its pastor.

soon. For three years or more as they
followed Christ. Only to see their
Lord crucified by the Roman soldiers
on a cruel cross. This had to be very
disappointing and sad. Their hopes
were dashed, their faith challenged.
This was a “boomer”. The three years
with Christ all seemed to have gone to
waste. And at this time, they really had
nothing to show for all the time they
had spent with Christ. It appears that
all that time they spent with Jesus was
lost. Feeling all was lost, Peter fell back
on his fishing profession - “I'm going
fishing.” They fished all night and had
nothing to show for it the next morn-
ing.

In the meantime, all was never well
with the disciples. The holy Spirit had
yet to fall upon them to perfect them
and their ministry.

Earlier when the Lord was com-
municating to the disciples that He
was about to go back to the Father,
there were some deceptive rumblings
among them. It appeared that Peter
was getting all the attention in the
group when Simon told Jesus that He
was the Son of God. And Jesus told
Peter that the Father had given him
this Word of Knowledge. Then Jesus
changed Simon’s name to Peter and
told him he would build the church
upon such faith as his.

James and John began to compare
themselves with Peter. At this time,
they had nothing to show for their
time spent with Jesus. In Mark 3:17
and Matthew 20:20-21 we see the
mother of James and John came
secretly to Jesus and ask if her sons
could sit on His right hand when He
comes into His kingdom. These two
disciples were looking at the grass on
the other side of Peter’s fence. Jesus
told them they didn’t know what they
were asking for. James was the first
disciple to be killed, and John was
eventually exiled to the Isle of Patmos.
The grass did not turn out greener on
the other side for them in their min-
istry.

Yet all was not lost when the Holy
Spirit fell upon the disciples and
helped them perfect their ministry for
Christ. Even though they all sacrificed
their lives for Christ’s sake, they were
now convinced in their faith they now
had something good to show for their
time spent with Christ.

“Our family serving your family for 110 years”

www.haywoodfh.com

2415 5 Wilmington Street Raleigh, NC 27603

919-832-2835

SERMON of the WEEK

“IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE IT
YET, YOU NEED TO MEET THE
MESSIAH”

By Pastor William Eli Ratcliff
Scripture Text: John 4:1—42
This powerful passage centers on the
Samaritan woman at the well—a wom-
an who remains nameless, not because
she was insignificant, but because her
story teaches us so much. She was a
Samaritan, rejected by Jews, and an
outcast in her community. Yet, Jesus
waited for her at Jacob’s Well. That
day, she had a divine appointment.
Let’s explore three key moments from

this encounter:
1. The Well: Where the Encounter
Began

Jesus, tired from His journey, sat by
the well. When the woman arrived, He
asked her for a drink—breaking cul-
tural and social boundaries. Shocked,
she asked, “You are a Jew, and I am
a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” Jews didn’t as-
sociate with Samaritans, especially
not women. But Jesus didn’t let her
race, gender, or past stop Him. He
met her right where she was. Today,
people are still judged by their past or
background—but Jesus comes for the
outcast, the broken, and the rejected.
Furthermore, once just a place to fetch
water, that well became a place of di-
vine transformation.

2. The Conversation: From Water to
Worship

Jesus offered her “living water.” He
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said, “Whoever drinks the water I give
will never thirst.” Confused, she asked
for this water. But before she could re-
ceive it, Jesus exposed her truth: “Go,
call your husband.”

She replied, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said, “You've had five, and the
man you're with now is not your hus-
band.” He revealed her truth not to
shame her but to set her free.

She perceived Him as a prophet,
and the conversation shifted to wor-
ship. Jesus said true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and
truth—not based on place or tradition
but on relationship. Then, she said,
“I know the Messiah is coming,” and
Jesus declared, “I AM the Messiah.”

3. The Reaction: Leaving the Water-
pot Behind

At that moment, a transformation
occurred. She came for water but left
her waterpot behind and ran to tell
others, “Come see a man who told me
everything I ever did. Could this be the
Christ?”

That waterpot symbolized her bur-
dens—shame, fear, and guilt—but
when she met Jesus, she let them go.
She became an evangelist and led her
village to Christ. This nameless wom-
an went from isolation to inspiration
and ultimately from shame to purpose.

This story isn’t just about a woman
2,000 years ago. It's about us—those
who feel broken or lost. Romans 5
says, “While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” We don’t have to
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clean ourselves up before coming to
Jesus. Aren’t you glad He meets us
right where we are?

I encourage you today to let it go.
Whatever your waterpot is, drop it.
Shame, bitterness, fear—it’s time to
leave it behind. Jesus is waiting at the
well for you.

Salvation comes to those who:

Confess and repent their sins, real-
ize their need for a Savior, and most
importantly, put their faith in Jesus—
the only Messiah.

God still loves you no matter what
you've done or what others say. Jesus
still meets you at the well. You don’t
have to be ashamed anymore.

I remember my own day of transfor-
mation—February 28, 1993. I dropped
my waterpot, bottles, and bags and
gave my life to Christ. Now my chil-
dren can say, “Papa’s got a brand-new
bag!”

So, let me tell you again: If you
haven’t done it yet, you need to meet
the Messiah. He’s waiting at the
well—just for you. Oh, how I love Je-
sus because He first loved me. Come,
see a man who knows everything and
has the POWER to change everything
if it’s HIS WILL; His name is Jesus.
Please let go and let God. Oh, what a
difference He will make in your life!

Please visit our website at https://
www.lincolnparkchurch.com/ for ser-
mons and other information regarding
our ministry and community service.
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Editorial Policy

Unsigned editorials in this space are the opinion of the newspaper. All other opinion
pieces, including those from regular columnists, are the opinion of the writers themselves.
The Carolinian strives to provide provocative commentary that is likely to spur thoughtful
debate, regardless of whether we agree with it.

Put Some Respect On Rev.Dr.Martin
Luther King’s Name!

By Linden Beckford Jr.

Contributor

It is paramount to remember and respect those African Americans who
put their hearts and souls on the line for us. They knew that the plight of
our people had to change.

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr was a man who recognized that he had
a moral obligation to make this society a better place for his people. In
fact, he publicly stated, “I want young men and young women, who are
not alive today, but who will come into this world, with new privileges
and new opportunities. I want them to know and see that these new privi-
leges and opportunities did not come without somebody suffering and
sacrificing for them”.

I am very disheartened by the recent attack and disrespect towards
Dr.King. This cannot be tolerated! When you have people like April Chap-
man and Vince Everett Ellison (both of whom are African American) at-
tacking the life and legacy of Dr. King, it is truly a disgrace!

Dr.King not only had the best interests of our people at heart, he had
the United States of America’s best interest at heart. Simply put, Dr. King
was a true Patriot.

Vince Everett Ellison is a native of Haywood County, Tennessee. He
is the son of sharecroppers. Unfortunately, he has chosen to be on the
wrong side of history. He is the producer and writer of the documentary
titled: Will You Go to Hell with Me? This film is a character assassination
on Dr. King.

April Chapman is a native of Bronx, New York. She now resides in At-
lanta. She is also on the wrong side of history. For both Vince Ellison and
April Chapman to exhibit anti black behavior at this hour is highly trea-
sonous.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr was a man who needs to be recognized as
someone who taught us dignity, pride, and self respect. When Dr. King
was pained by the poverty that he saw in his country he was dedicated to
helping the least of these in society.

The rich man in the Book of Luke 16:19-31 is called “Dives”- the Latin
word for rich. This is what helped to motivate him with the Poor People’s
Campaign. This was his duty as a Christian to look out for the interests of
your fellow man.

It is my duty to see to it that my audience know and understand that
history be taught correctly. It is a criminal act on the part of some of us
to work in concert with those who never had our best interests at heart. I
would encourage us to take a deep dive and research into the true history
of Rev.Dr.Martin Luther KIng, Jr. Travel to the King Center in Atlanta,
Georgia and educate yourself. Read books that have been written on Dr.
King.

I would highly recommend the biography called Let The Trumpet
Sound: The Life Of Martin Luther King, Jr. Stephen B. Oates wrote this
book in 1982. When you disrespect your own, you are falling right into
the hands of racists. In light of our rights and gains being snatched away,
do not let Dr. King’s death be in vain!

Defend The Department Of Education —
Our Children’s Future Depends On It

By Marc H. Morial

National Urban League

“Today’s signing fulfills a longstanding personal commitment on my
part. My first public office was as a county school board member. As a
state senator and governor, I devoted much of my time to education is-
sues. I remain convinced that education is one of the noblest enterprises
a person or a society can undertake.” — President Jimmy Carter

President Carter’s words, upon signing the bill to create the U.S. De-
partment of Education in 1979, ring louder today than ever before.

In a stunning act of political retribution and ideological extremism,
the Trump campaign and its allies have launched a crusade to dismantle
the Department of Education. The attacks are not just symbolic — they
are existential. Executive orders, lawsuits, and budgetary sabotage aim
to gut the Department’s authority, revoke billions in funding, and leave
America’s students — especially our most vulnerable — without the fed-
eral oversight and protection they deserve.

The National Urban League categorically condemns this reckless and
unlawful effort. In our most recent statement, we made it plain: eliminat-
ing the Department of Education would not only be a disastrous policy,
but a direct assault on educational equity, civil rights, and the future of
economic mobility in this country.

Just this month, the Department abruptly halted nearly $3 billion in
pandemic-era recovery funds meant to help districts recover learning
loss, support mental health, and stabilize staffing. This sudden move,
reportedly linked to political efforts to weaken the agency’s power, puts
millions of students at risk — disproportionately Black, Brown, and low-
income children.

Meanwhile, educators and civil rights organizations — including the
NAACP and the nation’s largest teachers’ unions — have taken to the
courts to block an executive order that would strip the Department of its
core responsibilities. In Congress, senators are demanding answers af-
ter reports surfaced that Trump-era officials may have engaged in illegal
mass firings to gut the Department from the inside.

Let’s be clear: these are not isolated incidents. They are part of a coor-
dinated campaign to roll back hard-won progress in American education
— progress that has been essential to Black economic empowerment for
more than a century.

From the creation of Freedmen’s schools during Reconstruction to the
expansion of historically Black colleges and universities, access to educa-
tion has been central to the Black freedom struggle. Teaching was one
of the first professional careers open to Black Americans, and education
remains one of the clearest pathways to upward mobility. Pell Grants, de-
segregation rulings, Title I funding, and affirmative action — all of these
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“Don’t follow
the crowd, let the
crowd follow you.”

federal tools have been critical in expanding access to op-
portunity.

The National Urban League has long championed
these tools. Through our “Equitable Education for All”
pillar and local affiliate programs, we are fighting to im-
prove literacy rates, close achievement gaps, increase
Black teacher representation, and ensure fair access to
postsecondary success. Our Urban Youth Empowerment
Program, Project Ready, and Community Schools initia-
tives all depend on a functioning Department of Educa-
tion that works in partnership with communities, not
against them.

The Department of Education is far from perfect, but it
remains the only federal agency solely focused on ensur-
ing every child, regardless of zip code, receives a quality
education. We should strengthen it, not abolish it.

Education is not a political bargaining chip. It is a mor-
al obligation and a constitutional right. Any effort to dis-
mantle the Department of Education is an attack on our
children, our communities, and the promise of America
itself.

We will not stand idly by.

A Different
“Doice

By Dorothy Shaw Thompsan

BLACK LIVES MATTER

If you could be in on some of my conversations, you might ask,
“Why are you even talking about that? It’s a done deal.” My answer is
this: I've lived long enough to believe that “done deals” aren’t always
so—especially if I believe the deal was done wrongfully or not of God.
And in my opinion, He is the only all-wise and all-knowing entity in
the universe.

So I submit, humbly, that when I say I believe, what I mean is: I'm
admitting—from inside my own eyes, ears, and life experiences on
this planet—that I'm stating my conclusions. And if yours are differ-
ent (and they probably are), I'll respect that. But don’t expect me to
submit to a decision made in Washington, D.C. that I would not have
made myself, had I been in her position.

Of course, that’s a ludicrous statement—“if I had been in her posi-
tion”—because it would take a direct order from God Himself to get
me to run for anything, much less for mayor of my birth city.

I'm talking about the removal of the “Black Lives Matter” street
mural painted on the streets of our nation’s capital. She dug it up—re-
portedly—because she didn’t want her city to be denied the funding it
needed after he became President. I don’t know if she was threatened,
but he would have had to deny those funds himself before I'd have
done it for him.

Your righteous resistance is a better way to resist in these times. If
we’ve exchanged principle for money, then we've aligned ourselves

NO THEY'RE ALL i
the TRANSFER FORTAL.

— Margaret Thatcher
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with someone else’s will—not God’s—and certainly not His way.

I had lost touch with this truth for a long while.

Ask me what I thought about this Black Lives Matter stuff. I was
shocked. You see, back in the late ‘60s, we were two of the original
“sister soldiers.” We wore monstrously large afros—often covered with
colorful African wraps—and we were always ready to be challenged on
the meaning of “Black Power.”

Years ago, a friend of mine who I had lost contact with for a long
while, asked me what I thought about this, “Black Lives Matter Stuff.”
I was shocked for you see in the late ‘60s, we were two of the original
Sister Soldiers. We had monstrously large afros, which was often cov-
ered with geles or colorful African wraps and were ready at any mo-
ment to be challenged on the meaning of Black Power. Shocked by my
take of the phrase, she persisted with, “But don’t all lives matter?”

My head filled with disbelief. I thought, Girl, what happened to you?
Where have you been? I said, “Of course all lives matter. That’s the
point.”

“But that’s not the case when Trayvon Martin was shot and killed
and George Zimmerman was given millions of dollars for his defense
and also exonerated for his murderous behavior.” Where was “all lives
matter” then? “Where was it when Ruby Bridges integrated an entire
school, with only one white teacher willing to stay and teach her?”

America is in trouble today when the sogan “Black Lives Matter”
has to be stated, because behavior here in America evidences that
that statement is not true. Any mistreatment of another human being
sends the message that their life doesn’t matter. And that belief grows
into a broken child—and eventually, a broken adult.

Last year as I concluded January’s inspiration for a new year, Feb-
ruary’s celebration of Black History Month, and March’s focus on
women’s history in the daily messages I send to friends and family.
But I thought: where is the celebration of not just Black women, but
Black men?

I concluded: there won’t be one—unless I create it. So again this
year, I'm doing just that. And it works well, because the Easter holiday
aligns with my celebration of African American men.

Easter is the celebration of the sacrifice of Jesus an African man
who exchanged his divinity for humaness. He came to teach us that we
are to treat others the way we wish to be treated. He modeled this by
refusing to avoid the Samaritan woman at the well, by touching and
healing lepers, by embracing those discriminated against because of
their bodies, their jobs, or even accusations about their behavior.

He also taught us that there is no true death—only the death of the
body. The soul is immortal and belongs to God. He showed us this
through His resurrection—that there is life on the other side. When
He called Lazarus back to life, Lazarus heard Him—and came back. So
I ask: Where was Lazarus, that he heard the call? When He stopped
the execution of the woman caught in adultery, and said, “Neither do
I condemn you”—wasn’t He teaching us that Black Lives Matter? So
yes, celebrating the rise of African American men is about destroying
the stereotype that our boys—just driving cars—should be treated as
suspects. And if I can’t change the minds of those who believe this, I
can at least help change the minds of the boys and teens who’ve been
raised to think that the lies of history and the murders of our heroes
determine their worth or future.

I tell them: You are here for a purpose.

That purpose isn’t determined by ignorant historians or by those
who ban books.

I tell them about the man who stood behind a surgeon and, without
ever receiving a formal medical degree, instructed him on how to per-
form open-heart surgery.

Yes, I tell them about Martin and Malcolm—but I also tell them
about the inventions of the elevator, the doorknob, the mailbox, and
how we can receive blood transfusions. I show them the artists, musi-
cians, actors, husbands, fathers, brothers, sons, cousins, and more—
who, just like them, lived Black lives that mattered.
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DURHAM COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000424-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 31th day of March
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate
of ROBIN KENNETH HENNING,
Deceased, of Durham, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Mary Hill Henning, Executor
8723 Millers Bend
Bahama, NC 27503
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 24E002502-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 31th day of March
2025, as ADMINISTRATOR of
the Estate of MELVIN DARRY
GENTRY, Deceased, of Durham,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Melvin T Drew, Administrator
3620 Portico Lane
Durham NC 27703
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000330-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 31th day of March
2025, as ADMINISTRATOR of
the Estate of TIMOTHY CRAIG
DRAUGHON JR., Deceased, of
Durham, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 11th
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Emily C. Draughon, Administrator
112 Plano Drive
Durham, NC 27703
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000400-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 1th day of April
2025, as EXECUTOR of the
Estate of PAUL LEONARD SHICK,
Deceased, of Durham, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Robert K. Zuber, Executor
194 Gray Rock Lane
Boone, NC 28607
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000425-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 31st day of
March 2025, as EXECUTOR of
the Estate of KEITH SPENCER
GUILE, Deceased, of Durham,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of July,

2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Emily Friedman, Executor
3819 Cole Mill Rd.

Durham, NC 27712
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000171-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 18th day of
February 2025, as EXECUTOR
of the Estate of HATTIE J.
WARRINGTON, Deceased, of
Durham, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 3rd
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Thomas B. Hayes Jr., Executor
168 Crown Street
Brooklyn, NY 11225
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000073-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 18th day of March
2025, as Administrator of the
Estate of SHERRY ANN RUTTER
A/K/A SHERRY ANN FORRON,
Deceased, of Durham, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 3rd day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Mark H. Rutter, Administrator
9837 Derbton Court
Raleigh, NC 27617
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 25E000072-310

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims against
LORA LYNN PAULI, deceased,
of Durham County, N.C. are
notified to exhibit the same to the
undersigned on or before July 3,
2025, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors of
the decedent are asked to make
immediate payment. This 3rd day
of April, 2025.

Kaitlyn Marie Pauli, Administrator
101 Conner Drive, STE 402
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 25E000347-310

Having qualified as Personal
Representative of the Estate
of KATHERINE L. MCLANE,
deceased, of 101 Monterey Lane
Durham, Durham County, North
Carolina 27713, the undersigned
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against the estate of said
decedent to exhibit them to the
undersigned in care of the attorney
for the estate on or before 4th day
of July, 2025, or this notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery.

All persons, firms and
corporations indebted to the said
estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Jeffrey L. Austin
Attorney for the Personal
Representative
Law Office of Jeffrey L. Austin
PLLC
500 Westover Dr. #32043
Sanford, NC 27330
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS FOR

FILE NO. 25E000297-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 11th day of March
2025, as Executor of the ESTATE
OF ATHENA M. McDANIEL,
Deceased, of Durham County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 4th day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded

in bar of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This, the 3rd day of April 2025.
Gregory Stephen McDaniel,
Executor
Estate of Athena M. McDaniel
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
240 Leigh Farm Rd, Ste 100
Durham, North Carolina 27707
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS FOR

NEWSPAPER

ESTATE OF BETSY OBRIANT
PENDERGRASS. Betsy Obriant
Pendergrass died on January
31, 2025, in Durham, NC. Karen
Pendergrass McClenny qualified
as her Executor with Durham
County, NC Clerk of Superior Court
file 25E000311-310. All persons,
firms or corporations indebted to
Betsy Obriant Pendergrass will
please make immediate payment.
This is to notify all persons, firms,
and corporations having claims
against Betsy Obriant Pendergrass
to present them before July
11, 2025, or this Notice may be
pleaded to bar their claim. Claims
and payments may be filed with
Deborah H. Shartle, Attorney for
the estate at Arges Law Firm, P.C.,
3200 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 706,
Durham, NC 27705.

Karen Pendergrass McClenny,
Executor
For Publication: 04/03/2025,
04/10/2025, 04/17/2025, and
04/24/2025.
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 24E002601-310

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims against
DERRICK ROGERS, deceased,
of Durham County, N.C. are
notified to exhibit the same to the
undersigned on or before July 3,
2025, or this notice will be pleaded
in bar of recovery. Debtors of
the decedent are asked to make
immediate payment. This 3rd day
of April, 2025.

Averett Family Law
101 Conner Drive, STE 402
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 903-9442
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 25E000090-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 24th day of
January 2025, as Co-Executors of
the ESTATE OF JAMES SULLIVAN
AGNEW, Deceased, of Durham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 4th
day of July, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This, the 3rd day of April 2025.
Alice Ross
Lisa Ben-Meir
Co-Executors
Estate of James Sullivan Agnew
c/o E.J. Walker Jr., Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
240 Leigh Farm Rd, Ste 100
Durham, North Carolina 27707
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000314-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 24th day of
March 2025, as Executor of the
Estate of DIANNE BROWN A/K/A
DIANNE JO BROWN, Deceased,
of Spartanburg County, South
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 3rd day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Keith J. Brown, Ancillary Executor
Adam L. Shealy, Esq.

Gilreath Shealy Law, PLLC
224 6th Avenue East
Hendersonville, NC 28792
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF RANDOLPH R.
JOHNSON, JR, DECEASED
File Number 24-E-491
persons, firms,

All and

corporations having claims against
the Estate of RANDOLPH R.
JOHNSON, JR., deceased, late of
DURHAM County, North Carolina,
are notified to exhibit the same to
the undersigned on or before July
5, 2025 (or 3 months from the first
publication date), or this notice will
be pleaded in bar of recovery.

Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payments this 3rd day of April 2025
to ALBERT R. RICHARDSON of 24
RIVERWALK TERRACE, DURHAM,
NC 27704. Email and Cellular
phone: albertrich18@gmail.com;
984-272-6405.

THIS notice is given pursuant to
G.S. 28A-14-1.
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000274-310

ALL PERSONS having claims
against LLOYD GEORGE GURLEY,
deceased, of Durham County,
North Carolina, are notified
to exhibit the same to the
undersigned on or before on or
before 29th of June, 2025 or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
recovery. Debtors of the decedent
are asked to make immediate
payment. This 27th day of March
2025.

Millie A. Gurley, Executor
3400 Windsor Way
Durham, North Carolina 27707
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 25E000249-310

ALL PERSONS, firms and
corporations having claims
against WILLIAM GASPARD DE
COLIGNY AKA WILLIAM GASPARD
DECOLIGNY, deceased, of Durham
County, NC, are notified to exhibit
the same to the undersigned on
or before 6-27-2025, or this notice
will be pleaded in bar of recovery.
Debtors of the decedent are asked
to make immediate payment.

This 3-27-2025.

Cynthia de Coligny Hall, Executor
of the Estate of William Gaspard
de Coligny AKA William Gaspard
DeColigny
c/o Lori M. Bernstein
Attorney at Law
2726 Croasdaile Dr. Suite 202
Durham, North Carolina 27705
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000341-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 17th day of March
2025, as Executor of the Estate of
HARRIETT KING ROSS, Deceased,
of Durham County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Ronald C. Ross, Executor
6213 Lakefront Street
Durham, NC 27703
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000251-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 27th day of
February 2025, as Administrator
of the Estate of ALTON ANTONIO
WALL, SR., Deceased, of Durham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 28th
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Gloria Alnesha Armel Wilson
Administrator
7000 Texas Bivd
Thomasville, NC 27360
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000367-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 20th day of March
2025, as Executor of the Estate of

JACK DONALD KEITH, Deceased,
of Durham County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Donald J. Hyatt, Executor
4213 Cherry Grove Rd.

Cerro Gordo, NC 28430
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000355-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 18th day of March
2025, as Administrator of the
Estate of OTONIEL PORFIRIO
LOPEZ-DIAZ, Deceased, of
Durham County, North Carolina,
does hereby notify all persons,
firms and corporations having
claims against said Estate to
exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 28th day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Adolfo Pilar Lopez Diaz
Administrator
308 E. Umstead Street
Durham, NC 27707
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000233-310

The undersigned having
qualified as Executor of the Estate
of CHARLES BOYD JACOBS,
Deceased, late of Durham County,
North Carolina, this is to notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the Estate to
Exhibit them to the undersigned at
the office of IDOL LAW, PLLC, PO
Box 51759, Durham, North Carolina
27717, on or before the 23rd day of
June, 2025, or this Notice will be in
bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to the
Estate will please make immediate
payment.

This is the 20th day of March,
2025.

Janie Diane Jacobs Clayton,
Executor,
Estate of Charles Boyd Jacobs,
Deceased
Robert A. Idol, Esquire
IDOL LAW, PLLC
Attorney at Law
PO Box 51759
Durham, NC 27717
(919)401.5151
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 25E000259-310

Having qualified as Executor
of the Estate of James Weldon
Herring, deceased, this is to notify
all persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against the Estate
of JAMES WELDON HERRING to
present them to the undersigned
on or before the 21st day of
June, 2025, or this Notice will be
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All
persons, firms, and corporations
indebted to said Estate, please
make immediate payment.

This the 20th day of March, 2025.
LaQuisha Shawnita Herring,
Executor
c/o John W. Perry
Attorney for the Estate of James
Weldon Herring
Post Office Drawer 2051
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Telephone: (919) 683-8685
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000221-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 24th day of
February 2025, as Executor of the
Estate of HELEN BROWN FORD,
Deceased, of Durham County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 21st day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This, the 20th day of March,
2025.

Jarrett Tharrington, Executor
1014 Bacon St.
Durham, NC 27703
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 25E000281-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 12th day of March
2025, as Administrator CTA of
the ESTATE OF VICKY ROSAN
HUTTER, Deceased, of Durham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 21st
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This, the 20th day of March 2025.
WILLIAM CLARE WISMER
ADMINISTRATOR CTA
ESTATE OF VICKY ROSAN HUTTER
c/o Richard G. Long lll, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000255-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 10th day of March
2025, as Administrator of the
ESTATE OF TERESA DAWN NIDA,
Deceased, of Durham County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 21st day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This, the 20th day of March 2025.
James Oliver Nida Il
ADMINISTRATOR
ESTATE OF TERESA DAWN NIDA
c/o Richard G. Long lll, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000269-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 3rd day of March,
2025, as Administrator of the
Estate of KENNIETH DEVANE
MANN, Deceased, of Durham
County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 20th
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This, the 20th day of March,
2025.

GWENDOLYN M. MANN
Administrator
4504 Alderbrook Lane
Durham, NC 27713
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File Number 25E000257-310

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 10th day of March
2025, as Executor of the ESTATE
OF PAUL DEAN JOHNSON, JR.
AKA PAUL DEAN JOHNSON,
Deceased, of Durham County,
North Carolina, does hereby notify
all persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 21st day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery. All persons
indebted to said Estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This, the 20th day of March 2025.
Dawn April Johnson
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF PAUL DEAN
JOHNSON, JR. AKA PAUL DEAN
JOHNSON
c/o Richard G. Long lll, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025
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WAKE COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 25E000521-910

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 4th day of March
2025, as EXECUTOR of the Estate
of BETTY EARLENE BUXTON,
Deceased, of Wake, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 11th day of July,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 10th day of April, 2025.
Lisa Buxton, Executor
3916 Tyler Bluff Lane
Raleigh, NC 27616
4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
File No. 24CV020540-910

MA-DE LOURDES RAMOS
GONZALEZ, Plaintiff v.
ALEJANDRO COSTRO BARCO,
Defendant

TO MA-DE LOURDES RAMOS
GONZALEZ: TAKE NOTICE that a
pleading seeking relief against you
has been filed in the above-entitled
action, by the Plaintiff herein,
the nature which is as follows:
COMPLAINT FOR ABSOLUTE
DIVORCE. You are required by
law to appear and make defense
to such pleading no later than 30
days after the first publication of
this notice. If you fail to do so,
Plaintiff will seek the relief sought
herein, and a Judgment for
Absolute Divorce may be entered.

This, the 10th day of April, 2025.
Ma-De Lourdes Ramos, Plaintiff
2451 Cordor Ct.

Raleigh, NC 27615
4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 24E003912-910

Having qualified as Executor of
the Estate of Alfonzo King, late of
Wake County, North Carolina, the
undersigned does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the estate
of said decedent to exhibit them
to the undersigned c/o Attorney
M. Bryan King, P.O. Drawer 7,
233 E. Walnut Street, Goldsboro,
North Carolina 27533-0007, on or
before the 3rd day of July, 2025,
or this notice will be pleaded in
bar of their recovery. All persons,
firms and corporations indebted
to the said estate will please
make immediate payment to the
undersigned.

This the 3rd day of April 2025.
Juanita B. King, Executor of the
Estate of Alfonzo King
c/o Attorney M. Bryan King
PO Drawer 7
233 E Walnut Street
Goldsboro, NC 27530
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Having qualified as Administrator
of the Estate of Charlie Ward,
deceased, late of Wake County,
North Carolina, this is to notify all
persons, firms, and corporations
having claims against the decedent
to present them to the undersigned
on or before July 10, 2025, or this
notice will be pleaded in bar of
their recovery.

All persons, firms, and
corporations indebted to the estate
should make immediate payment
to the undersigned.

This the 1st day of April, 2025
Gloria Jean Ward, Administrator
Estate of Charlie Ward
321 Blalock St
Holly Springs, NC
File No. 23E004095-910
Wake County Clerk of Superior
Court

300 S Salisbury St,
Raleigh, NC 27601
4/3,4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 25E000805-910

The undersigned, Bradley Wayne
Wilkins, having duly qualified
as Administrator of the Estate
of LARRY JAMES WILKINS,
deceased, late of Wake County,
North Carolina, hereby notifies all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against the Estate to
present them to the undersigned in
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile
Dr., Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705,
within ninety (90) days of the
first publication of this notice or
it will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons and legal
entities indebted to the Estate will
please make immediate payment.
This the 3rd day of April, 2025.
Bradley Wayne Wilkins,
Administrator
C/0 Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
4/3, 4/10, 4/17, & 4/24/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 23E000671-910

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 25th day of March
2025, as Ancillary Executor of the
Estate of ANNETTE E. GIOVIA,
Deceased, of Wake County, North
Carolina, does hereby notify all
persons, firms and corporations
having claims against said Estate
to exhibit them to the undersigned
on or before the 29th day of June,
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded
in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Robert J. Faas Jr, Ancillary
Executor
c/o Judson Williamson,

4 Consultant PI.,
Durham, NC 27707.
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice,
Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk
File Number 23E005976-910

THE UNDERSIGNED, having
qualified on the 5th day of January
2025, as Executor of the Estate of
HELEN JEAN KIRBY, Deceased, of
Wake County, North Carolina, does
hereby notify all persons, firms and
corporations having claims against
said Estate to exhibit them to the
undersigned on or before the 28th
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.

All persons indebted to said
Estate will please make immediate
payment to the undersigned.

This the 27th day of March, 2025.
Bernita Redmond, Executor
6601 Frogstool Ln.

Raleigh, NC 27610
3/27, 4/3, 4/10, & 4/17/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
File No. 24CV035236-910
JOHN CHRISTOPHER BOGARD,
Plaintiff v.
MELINDA GAIL BOGARD,
Defendant

TO MELINDA G. BOGARD: TAKE
NOTICE that a pleading seeking
relief against you has been filed
in the above-entitled action, by
the Plaintiff herein, the nature
which is as follows: PETITION
FOR ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. You
are required by law to appear and
make defense to such pleading no
later than 30 days after the first
publication of this notice. If you fail
to do so, Plaintiff will seek the relief
sought herein, and a Judgment for
Absolute Divorce may be entered.

This, the 27th day of March,
2025.

John Christopher Bogard, Plaintiff
902 Queensbury Circle

Durham, NC 27713

3/27, 4/3, & 4/10/2025

Submit your legals to

ADS@CARO.NEWS
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Classifieds

SENIOR ENGINEERING MANAGER

TiVo Platform Technologies, LLC in Durham, NC seeks Senior
Engineering Manager. Provide vision and strategy to evolve meta-
data architecture to meet business needs. Regs incl. Occasional
telecommuting permitted. $177,998 to $192,000 /yr. Email resume
to HumanResources@xperi.com specifying job code 84697. EOE.

D/M/WBE
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

Pipeline Utilities, Inc. (NC General Contractor License No.
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors
and suppliers for the Airport Lift Station No. 29 Replace-
ment project for the Fayetteville Cumberland Economic
Development Corporation which bids on April 22, 2025, at
10:00 AM. Plans and specifications for this project are avail-
able at the following locations: Pipeline Utilities, Inc.; 2204-F
Associate Drive; Raleigh, NC 27603 * Moorman, Kizer, & Reit-
zel, Inc.; 115 Broadfoot Avenue; P. O. Box 53774; Fayetteville,
NC 28305.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not
limited to surveying, clearing and grubbing, hauling, traffic
control, erosion control, seeding, electrical, SCADA, linework,
bypass pumping, dewatering, flatwork, manhole lining, paint-
ing, and fencing. Please contact Dustin Downie (ddownie@
pui-nc.com) if you are interested in submitting a proposal
on any portion(s) of this project. Contact via phone 919-
772-4310; fax: 919-772-3261; or email. All quotations will
be accepted up to the closing time of the bid date. Pipeline
Utilities, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the
bid date.

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS

for the following job:
NCDOT Division 5 Letting

DE00353 Wake Co. Bid Date: April 23rd
DEO00404 Warren Co. Bid Date: April 23rd
NCDOT Division 6 Letting
DF00515 Harnett Co. Bid Date: April 23rd

These projects may involve some or all of the following
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and
grub, trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete,
fence and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities,
signals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.
Bids can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,

Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the
bid date.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation,
in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d
to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies
all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any
contract entered into pursuant to the advertisement,
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded
full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to
this invitation and will not be discriminated against
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in
consideration for an award. In accordance with other
related nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and
contractors will also not be discriminated against
on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-income
level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in
consideration for an award.

D/M/WBE
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No.
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the State Street Water and Sewer Im-
provements - Phase lll project for the City of Raleigh Public
Utilities Department which bids on April 22, 2025, at 2:00
PM. Plans and specifications for this project are available at
the following locations: T. A. Loving Company; 400 Patetown
Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 * CDM Smith; 5400 Glenwood
Avenue, Suite 400; Raleigh, NC 27612 * Dodge Data and Ana-
lytics website * ConstructConnect website * Hispanic Con-
tractors Association of the Carolinas website * NC Institute of
Minority Economic Development (NCIMED) website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing,
hauling, asphalt paving, traffic control, earthwork, erosion
control, seeding, landscaping, linework, jack & bore, bypass
pumping, dewatering, CIPP, flatwork, CIPC, and manhole
rehab. Please contact Jeff Price (jprice@taloving.com) if you
are interested in submitting a proposal on any portion(s) of
this project. Contact via phone 919-734-8400; fax: 919-736-
2148; or email. All quotations will be accepted up to the clos-
ing time of the bid date. T. A. Loving Company is an Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the
bid date.

D/M/WBE
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No.
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors
and suppliers for the Sanitary Sewer Improvements - Con-
tract No. 7 - Middle Swamp Sewer Outfall Relocation proj-
ect for the Town of Farmville which bids on April 15, 2025, at
2:00 PM. Plans and specifications for this project are avail-
able at the following locations: T. A. Loving Company; 400
Patetown Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Farmville Town Hall;
3672 North Main Street; Farmville, NC 27828 * McDavid As-
sociates, Inc.; 3714 North Main Street; Farmville, NC 27828-
0049 * Dodge Data and Analytics website * ConstructCon-
nect website * Construction Journal website * Builders and
Contractors Exchange website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, traffic control, erosion control, seeding, linework, jack &
bore, bypass pumping, and dewatering. Please contact Jeff
Price (jprice@taloving.com) if you are interested in submit-
ting a proposal on any portion(s) of this project. Contact via
phone 919-734-8400; fax: 919-736-2148; or email. All quota-
tions will be accepted up to the closing time of the bid date.
T. A. Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative
Action Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the
bid date.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals from contractors will be received until April
22nd and April 23rd 2025, at 1:00 p.m. for the Wake County
Public School System Maintenance & Operations Job Order
Contracts and Service Agreements.

Additional information required to respond to this request for
bids is available at the following website: https://www.wcpss.
net/domain/101. Minority and women-owned businesses are
encouraged to participate.

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS

for the following job:
NCDOT Division Two
Pitt Co. Bid Date: April 23rd

Johnston Community College
Johnston Community College Repaving Phase |

Project# SCO ID#22-25207-01A Johnston Co.
Bid Date: May 1st

These projects may involve some or all of the following
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and
grub, trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete,
fence and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities,
signals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.
Bids can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,

Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the
bid date.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation,
in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d
to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies
all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any
contract entered into pursuant to the advertisement,
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded
full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to
this invitation and will not be discriminated against
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in
consideration for an award. In accordance with other
related nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and
contractors will also not be discriminated against
on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-income

DB00607

D/M/WBE
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No.
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors
and suppliers for the Sanitary Sewer Improvements - Con-
tract No. 7 project for the Town of Ayden which bids on April
15, 2025, at 2:00 PM. Plans and specifications for this proj-
ect are available at the following locations: T. A. Loving Com-
pany; 400 Patetown Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Ayden
Operations Center; 406 East Avenue; Ayden, NC 28513 * Mc-
David Associates, Inc.; 3714 North Main Street; Farmville, NC
27828-0049 * Dodge Data and Analytics website * Construct-
Connect website * Construction Journal website * Builders
and Contractors Exchange website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not
limited to surveying, clearing and grubbing, hauling, asphalt
paving, traffic control, erosion control, seeding, electrical,
linework, bypass pumping, flatwork, manhole rehab, man-
hole lining, painting, and fencing. Please contact Jeff Price
(iprice@taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a
proposal on any portion(s) of this project. Contact via phone
919-734-8400; fax: 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations
will be accepted up to the closing time of the bid date. T. A.
Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action
Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the
bid date.

THREE-FIFTHS

Continued from page 6

the very sources of moral principle... perverting both reason and sentiment. The

slaveholders display pride and vainglory in their condition of masterdom. . . .
They look down upon the simplicity of a Yankee’s manners, because he has no
habits of overbearing like theirs and cannot treat negroes like dogs.”

The Wake County Public School System reserves the right to
reject any and all bids.

level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in
consideration for an award.
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Fencer Takes Knee Against Her Transgender Opponent

By Callum Vurley

GB News

Female fencer Stephanie Turner
has been awarded $5,000 by XX-XY
Athletics after refusing to compete
against transgender opponent Red-
mond Sullivan.

The incident occurred at a USA
Fencing tournament on March 30,
where Turner took a knee in protest.

The company, which describes
itself as “the only athletic brand
that stands up for women’s sports”,
presented Turner with its “Courage
Wins Award” on Monday.

Turner will also be admitted into
a leadership programme run by the
organisation.

Moments before she was meant to
face Sullivan, Turner removed her
mask and took a knee.

“I'm sorry,” she is believed to have

said to Sullivan. “I have a lot of love
and respect for you, but I will not
fence you.

“You’re a man, and I'm a woman,
and this is a women’s tournament.”

After refusing to compete, Turner
was issued a “blackcard” by fencing
officials, which suspended her from
the competition.

The 31-year-old fencer from the
Fencing Academy of Philadelphia
has competed in more than 200
fencing matches, including national
championships.

XX-XY Athletics founder Jennifer
Sey praised Turner’s actions in a
press release.

“By taking a knee, she became
more powerful than any male. She
stood her ground to fight for wom-
en’s sports,” Sey said. “She’s a hero.”

The company, which has anti-
trans activist Riley Gaines as an

ambassador, aims to support women
who take similar stances.

“We aim to take the sting out of
monetary cancelation and platform
these women,” Sey added. “They
have community. They have support.
They will not stand alone.”

USA Fencing later released a state-
ment explaining that Turner’s dis-
qualification was “not related to any
personal statement”.

The organisation said it was “the
direct result of her decision to de-
cline to fence an eligible opponent,
which the FIE [International Fenc-
ing Federation] rules clearly pro-
hibit”.

USA Fencing defended transgen-
der inclusion in the sport, noting
its policy enacted in 2023 “was de-
signed to expand access to the sport
of fencmg and create inclusive, safe
spaces”.

“USA Fencing will always err on
the side of inclusion,” the statement
added.

In an exclusive interview with the
Daily Mail, Turner revealed she had
been scared to approach USA Fenc-
ing with her concerns due to pro-
trans views of high-ranking officials
within the governing body.

Sullivan, who switched from Wag-
ner College’s men’s team to its
women’s squad last year, ultimately
placed 24th out of 39 in the competi-
tion.

According to XX-XY Athletics,
Sullivan had fared better at the Con-
necticut Division Summer National
Qualifiers earlier in March, finishing
first.

Turner had previously stated that
avoiding competitions featuring
transgender athletes was becoming
financially difficult.

Hearing Begins For $2. 8B NCAA Settlement, Gamechanger

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — A federal
judge opened the final hearing for
a landmark $2.8 billion settlement
that will impact every corner of
college athletics by saying she will
not be granting formal approval on
Monday.

U.S. District Judge Claudia
Wilken said she would hear from at-
torneys and some of those objecting
to the plan before adjourning.

“I'm not going to rule from the
bench,” Wilken said at the start of
the hearing.

In addition to comments from
attorneys, testimony was expected
from critics of the sprawling plan
that was hashed out last year by at-
torneys representing the NCAA and
other defendants and those repre-
senting thousands of current and
former athletes. LSU gymnast and
influencer Olivia Dunne was among
the 18 people scheduled to testify,
though she was expected to appear

via Zoom.

Wilken already has granted pre-
liminary approval of the settlement
involving the NCAA and the nation’s
five largest conferences. The changes
would begin July 1, clearing the way
for each school to share up to $20.5
million each with their athletes.

Universities across the country
have been busy making plans, under
the assumption Wilken will put the
terms into effect.

“We’re going to have a plan going
into July 1, then we’re probably go-
ing to spend the next year figuring
out how good that plan is and how
we need to modify it going for-
ward,” said Florida athletic director
Scott Stricklin, whose department
is among the biggest in the coun-
try and includes a Gators men’s
basketball team playing for the
national title Monday night against
Houston.

The so-called House settlement,

named after Arizona State swimmer
Grant House, actually decides three
similar lawsuits that were bundled
into one. The defendants are the
NCAA and the Southeastern, Big
Ten, Atlantic Coast, Big 12 and Pac-
12 conferences, all of whom have
been touting the settlement as the
best path forward for their industry.

“It’s a huge step forward for col-
lege sports, especially at the highest
level,” said NCAA President Charlie
Baker, whose organization continues
to seek antitrust protections from
Congress. “My biggest problem with
the way the whole thing works right
now is the schools have been re-
moved from the primary relationship

with the student-athletes.”

The most ground-shifting part of
the settlement calls on schools from
the biggest conferences to pay some
22% of their revenue from media
rights, ticket sales and sponsorships
— which equals about $20.5 million
in the first year — directly to athletes
for use of their name, images and
likeness (NIL).

Still allowed would be NIL pay-
ments to athletes from outside
sources, which is what triggered the
seismic shift that college sports has
endured over the last four years. For
instance, Cooper Flagg of Duke re-
portedly makes $4.8 million in NIL
deals from groups affiliated with the
school and others.

The settlement calls for a “clear-
inghouse” to make sure any NIL deal
worth more than $600 is pegged at
“fair market value.” It’s an attempt
to prevent straight “pay for play”
deals, though many critics believe

HBCU / DIVINE ¢

the entire new structure is simply
NIL masquerading as that.

Another key element is the $2.8
billion in back damages to athletes
who played sports between 2016 and
2024 and were not entitled to the
full benefits of NIL at the time they
attended schools. Those payments
are being calculated by a formula
that will favor football and basket-
ball players and will be doled out by
the NCAA and the conferences.

The settlement also calls for re-
placing scholarship limits with ros-
ter limits. The effect would be to
allow every athlete to be eligible for
a scholarship while cutting the num-
ber of spots available.

There will be winners and losers
under such a formula, though some
fear it could signal the end of the
walk-on athlete in college sports and
also imperil smaller sports programs
that train and populate the U.S.
Olympic team.

Campuses Across

By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

In a tribute to the history and legacy
of historically Black fraternities and
sororities, several universities across
the nation have recently unveiled
permanent installations that honor
the National Pan-Hellenic Council
(NPHC) and its member organiza-
tions.

These commemorations acknowl-
edge the profound impact of the “Di-
vine Nine” on campus communities,
from leadership and civic engagement
to academic excellence.

The University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel Hill celebrated the long-
awaited opening of its NPHC Legacy
Plaza on South Campus, between the
Student and Academic Services Build-
ings. This plaza, dedicated to the nine
founding NPHC organizations, marks
the 48th anniversary of their establish-
ment on Carolina’s campus.

“When I arrived on Chapel Hill’s
campus in 1971, there were no Black
Greek letter organizations,” says Deb-
orah Wilder, a charter member of the
omicron chapter of Delta Sigma Theta.
“I've been a proud member of Delta

Sigma Theta for 48 years, and this
plaza is a way to say, ‘We were here,
and we made the University better for
it.”

The plaza, with nine columns rep-
resenting each of the founding Black
Greek organizations, was designed as

a gathering place for reflection and
unity. The columns are arranged in
chronological order to honor the his-
tory of each organization while sur-
rounding pavers and bricks bear the
names of donors who made the plaza
possible.

“The (NPHC) sororities on campus
don’t necessarily have a home, a place
where they can gather that is specially
meant for them like their counterparts
that have houses,” says Student Af-
fairs Director of Development Zack
Hawkins. “This gives them a home

for them to share their culture, not
only amongst themselves but with the
entire campus. This is a safe space for
them to have fun, enjoy each other’s
company, and get to know one an-
other.”

At other universities, like Old Do-
minion University in Norfolk, Virginia,
a new monument unveiled during the
2024 Homecoming celebrations also
pays tribute to the NPHC’s founding
organizations.

Located on Williamsburg Lawn, the
semicircular monument is composed
of nine onyx pillars, each engraved
with the crest of one of the Divine
Nine organizations. The 2,400 square-
foot monument not only recognizes
the accomplishments of each of the
NPHC fraternities and sororities but
also acknowledges the broader histori-
cal context of Black student life on col-
lege campuses, particularly in the face
of exclusion.

Back in NC, at the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte, the
NPHC’s legacy is marked by a series
of commemorative markers installed
around the Star Quad, the central
hub of campus. UNC Charlotte’s first
Greek-letter organization, Kappa Al-

NC Celebrate Legacy of Black Greek Orgs

pha Psi, Inc., was chartered in 1970,
marking the beginning of a long-
standing presence of Black Greek or-
ganizations on the campus.

The nine bronze markers in the Star
Quad feature the names, crests, found-
ing dates, and mottos of each of the
Divine Nine organizations, providing
historical context and recognition of
their profound impact on the univer-
sity. For alumni like Robert Rowell "81,
these markers are a reminder of the
contributions these organizations have
made to the spirit and growth of the
university.

From the NPHC Legacy Plaza at
UNC Chapel Hill to the onyx monu-
ments at ODU and the commemora-
tive markers at UNC Charlotte, these
installations represent more than just
physical structures. They symbol-
ize the deep, enduring impact of the
Divine Nine on university campuses
across North Carolina and beyond.

These Black Greek organizations
have cultivated leadership, academic
excellence, and civic engagement
across the nation’s communities, and
continue to play a vital role in usher-
ing pride for students, alumni, and the
wider campus population.

Shaw Univ Law School: The Mother of Southern Legal Minds

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

Shaw University holds a unique
and vital place in the history of
legal education in North Carolina
and throughout the South. Founded
in 1865, Shaw University stands
as a testament to the vision and
determination of its founders, and
its legacy continues to resonate to-
day. Often called the “Mother of all
Southern HBCUs,” Shaw provided
the foundation upon which many
other historically Black colleges and
universities were built, with their
founders often emerging from Shaw
University’s own ranks. The driving
force behind the establishment was
Reverend Henry Martin Tupper, a
former Union enlisted soldier who

understood the critical need for Af-
rican Americans to have access to
legal education and self-sufficiency.
In a time when reliance on the white
community was often unavoidable,
Tupper sought to empower his stu-
dents with the knowledge and skills
necessary to navigate the legal land-
scape and advocate for their rights.
On June 28, 1888, a vote in New
York approved the establishment of
Shaw University Law School, and
on December 11, 1888, the doors
opened to its first class. The only
Black law school between Washing-
ton, DC and Texas. The curriculum
was rigorous, spanning three years
and covering a wide range of sub-
jects, including stenography, con-
tracts, equity, international consti-
tutional law, the argument of cases,
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torts, and the North Carolina con-
stitution. Tuition fees, around $5,
were significant for the time, but the
administration was committed to
ensuring the success of its students.

The first class in 1889, included
E.A. Johnson, Charles E. Williams,
and E.H. Hunter, among others.
Under the leadership of instruc-
tors like John H. Leary, who later
became dean, Shaw Law School
produced between 47 and 50 law-
yers who went on to serve their
communities in a variety of fields,
with many pursuing careers in
education. Graduates hailed from
states across the Eastern Seaboard,
including New York, Connecticut,
New Jersey, Georgia, South Caro-
lina, Florida, and beyond. However,
financial challenges plagued the in-
stitution. Dependent entirely on tu-
ition and external contributions, the
law school struggled to maintain its
operations. By the early 1900s, con-
versations began about its closure,
as student enrollment dwindled and
financial support waned. In 1914, the
law school was ultimately forced to
close, leaving a significant void in le-
gal education for African Americans
in the region until institutions like
North Carolina Central University
emerged in 1939.

Despite its relatively short exis-
tence, Shaw Law School produced a
remarkable cadre of graduates who
made lasting contributions to soci-

ety. Among them was Henry Plum-
mer Cheatham (1857-1935), born
enslaved in Granville County, North
Carolina. Cheatham, a Shaw gradu-
ate from 1887 who earned his law
degree in 1890. Though he did not
practice law, Cheatham entered poli-
tics and served as the lone African
American member of Congress from
1889 to 1893. Cheatham received a
presidential appointment from Pres-
ident McKinley and was a dedicated

supporter of the Republican Party.
He also founded the Colored Or-
phanage of North Carolina and was
an early leader of Oxford Children’s
Home.

Another notable graduate was
Rodger D. O’Kelly, who graduated in
1909. Despite being partially blind
and deaf from birth, O’Kelly went
on to earn a second law degree from
Yale, becoming the second deaf stu-
dent to do so.

Shaw University remains the
“Mother of all Southern HBCUs,”
which emphasizes the profound
impact the Shaw University Law
School had on the development of
legal education for African Ameri-
cans in the South and beyond. Rev-
erend Tupper’s vision of providing
well-trained legal minds to serve
the community remains a powerful
legacy, one that The Carolinian is
proud to highlight.

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. - Phi Lambda Chapter held a wreath laying ceremony Friday
morning to commemorate the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The ceremony solemnly

marked the 57th anniversary of his tragic assassination.

The former civil rights leased was a

member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity initiated into the Sigma Chapter located in Boston in 1952,
The local chapter reflected on the continued relevance of his principles of non-violent protests to
elevate the lives that are discriminated against, the poor and those that were disenfranchised.



