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	 NC Newsline - A fifth of North Carolina’s total state government jobs cur-
rently sit vacant. Many others will likely turn over within the next year.
	 The state’s new director of human resources, Staci Meyer, told lawmakers 
last week that to fix those statistics, North Carolina needed to overhaul its 
HR system.
	 North Carolina’s state job vacancy rate currently sits at 20%. The turnover 
rate is 12%, but is significantly higher within an employee’s first year — 31%. 
Key sectors have even higher vacancy rates: 33% for health care, and 26% for 
corrections.
	 And the average time to fill one position, according to Meyer? 182 days.
	 “We want people moving here from everywhere,” she said last week. “We 
want to tell a different story about working for North Carolina.”
	 A directory of more than 1,000 state job postings analyzed by NC News-
line found that a majority of the state’s openings are within three depart-
ments: the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of 
Transportation and the Department of Adult Correction.
	 The vast majority of those postings are for permanent, full-time positions 
(976).
	 Among the sectors with the most openings: transportation (212), human 
services (176), maintenance (113) and mental health (78).
	 Openings are most plentiful where state government is centralized — in 
Wake County (303 openings). But there are dozens of openings across every 
single one of North Carolina’s 100 counties — including 80 in western Bun-
combe County, 101 in Granville County and 83 in Wayne County.
	 Of the 1,000+ jobs posted as of mid-March, 715 of them have an estimated 
annual salary of $60,000 or above; 192 pay more than $100,000.
	 Almost all of the vacancies are on location or primarily in-person. Just 92 
of the openings are designated as “flexible/hybrid”; five are remote-only.
	 As the Trump administration cuts wide swaths of the bureaucracy, states 
are stepping up recruiting efforts to attract ex-federal workers. Multiple 
states have launched initiatives to fast-track former federal workers into 
state government — though hurdles, including skill sets and salary mis-
matches, remain.

NC GOVERNMENT HAS MORE THAN 1,000 JOB OPENINGS. 
WHERE THEY ARE, WHAT THEY DO, HOW MUCH THEY PAY.

	 CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — 
Stuck in space no more, NASA astro-
nauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Wil-
liams returned to Earth on Tuesday, 
hitching a different ride home to close 
out a saga that began with a bungled 
test flight more than nine months 
ago.
	 Their SpaceX capsule parachuted 
into the Gulf of Mexico in the early 
evening, just hours after depart-
ing the International Space Station. 
Splashdown occurred off the coast of 
Tallahassee in the Florida Panhandle, 
bringing their unplanned odyssey to 
an end.
	 Within an hour, the astronauts 
were out of their capsule, waving and 
smiling at the cameras while being 
hustled away in reclining stretchers 
for routine medical checks.
	 It all started with a flawed Boeing 
test flight last spring.
	 The two expected to be gone just 
a week or so after launching on Boe-
ing’s new Starliner crew capsule on 
June 5. So many problems cropped 
up on the way to the space station that 
NASA eventually sent Starliner back 
empty and transferred the test pilots 
to SpaceX, pushing their homecoming 
into February. Then SpaceX capsule 
issues added another month’s delay.
	 Sunday’s arrival of their relief crew 
meant Wilmore and Williams could 
finally leave. NASA cut them loose 
a little early, given the iffy weather 
forecast later this week. They checked 

out 
w i t h 
N A S A ’ s 
Nick Hague and 
Russia’s Alexander Gorbunov, who 
arrived in their own SpaceX capsule 
last fall with two empty seats reserved 
for the Starliner duo.
	 Wilmore and Williams ended up 
spending 286 days in space — 278 
days longer than anticipated when 
they launched. They circled Earth 
4,576 times and traveled 121 million 
miles (195 million kilometers) by the 
time of splashdown.
	 “On behalf of SpaceX, welcome 
home,” radioed SpaceX Mission Con-
trol in California.
	 “What a ride,” replied Hague, the 
capsule’s commander. I see a capsule 
full of grins ear to ear.”
	 Dolphins circled the capsule as 
divers readied it for hoisting onto the 
recovery ship. Once safely on board, 
the side hatch was opened and the 
astronauts were helped out, one by 
one. Williams was next-to-last out, 
followed by Wilmore who gave two 
gloved thumbs-up.
	 Wilmore and Williams’ plight cap-
tured the world’s attention, giving 
new meaning to the phrase “stuck at 
work” and turning “Butch and Suni” 
into household names. While other 
astronauts had logged longer space-
flights over the decades, none had to 
deal with so much uncertainty or see 
the length of their mission expand by 

so much.
	 W i l m o r e 
and Williams quickly 

transitioned from guests 
to full-fledged station crew mem-
bers, conducting experiments, fixing 
equipment and even spacewalking 
together. With 62 hours over nine 
spacewalks, Williams set a record: 
the most time spent spacewalking 
over a career among female astro-
nauts.
	 Both had lived on the orbiting 
lab before and knew the ropes, and 
brushed up on their station training 
before rocketing away. Williams be-
came the station’s commander three 

months into their stay and held the 
post until earlier this month.
	 Their mission took an unexpected 
twist in late January when President 
Donald Trump asked SpaceX founder 
Elon Musk to accelerate the astro-
nauts’ return and blamed the delay 
on the Biden administration. The re-
placement crew’s brand new SpaceX 
capsule still wasn’t ready to fly, so 
SpaceX subbed it with a used one, 
hurrying things along by at least a few 
weeks.
	 Even in the middle of the political 
storm, Wilmore and Williams contin-
ued to maintain an even keel at public 
appearances from orbit, casting no 
blame and insisting they supported 
NASA’s decisions from the start.
	 NASA hired SpaceX and Boeing 
after the shuttle program ended, in 
order to have two competing U.S. 
companies for transporting astro-
nauts to and from the space station 
until it’s abandoned in 2030 and 
steered to a fiery reentry. By then, it 
will have been up there more than 
three decades; the plan is to replace 
it with privately run stations so NASA 
can focus on moon and Mars expedi-
tions.
	 Both retired Navy captains, Wilm-
ore and Williams stressed they didn’t 
mind spending more time in space 
— a prolonged deployment reminis-
cent of their military days. But they 
acknowledged it was tough on their 
families.

	 Kevin Howell, UNC Health’s Chief External Affairs Officer, has been se-
lected to succeed Randy Woodson as North Carolina State University’s next 
chancellor.
	 Howell will now lead the largest university in North Carolina, with nearly 
39,000 students and a $2 billion budget.
	 He’s no stranger to higher education. Howell has served previously as an 
NC State University’s vice chancellor for external affairs, where he led efforts 
to support the university’s role as a driver of the state economy.
UNC System President Peter Hans said in selecting its next chancellor, NC 
State needed to find a leader who not only believes in the transformational 
power of higher education, but has also lived it.
	 “Kevin is the personification of what makes NC State an extraordinary 
institution, the kind of place where a talented young man from Cleveland 
County can find a home, break ground as the first ever Black student body 
president, and then choose to devote his life to the upkeep and uplift of pub-

Kevin Howell Is Next 
N.C. State Chancellor

Atty’s Demand Release 
Of Tyrone Mason Footage 
By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

	 Civil rights attorney Ben Crump and his legal team held a press conference 
at the Archdale Building on Friday morning in Raleigh, calling for the release 
of dash and body camera footage related to the death of 31-year-old Tyrone 
Mason. 
	 Mason’s tragic death has raised significant questions following revelations 
that nearly 200 cases involving the state trooper who responded to the acci-
dent were dismissed by the Wake County district attorney’s office in January.
	 Crump, who represents Mason’s mother, Henrietta, demanded transpar-
ency from local authorities, emphasizing that the truth behind Mason’s 
death lies within the dash and body camera footage from the North Carolina 
State Highway Patrol.

(See N.C. STATE CHANCELLOR, P. 2)

(See RELEASE OF FOOTAGE, P. 2)

Splash-down!

NC DOT Employee Pleads Guilty To 
Selling Dangerous Counterfeit Airbags
	 RALEIGH, N.C. – A Raleigh man 
pled guilty today to importing thou-
sands of counterfeit car steering 
wheel airbags into the Raleigh area 
over the past two years.   The coun-
terfeit airbags were sold locally and 
to online buyers through Facebook 
Marketplace.   
	 According to court documents 
and other information presented 
in court, Mateen Mohammad Ali-
naghian, 31, imported approximately 
2,500 counterfeit air bags into Ra-
leigh between May 2022 and April 
2024.  Alinaghian imported steering 
wheel airbags with counterfeit mark-
ings of Honda, Chevrolet, General 
Motor, and Toyota, from a supplier 
in the United Kingdom.   Alinaghian 
then sold the counterfeit airbags 
to unsuspecting customers using 
Facebook Marketplace.   Alinaghian 
used the Facebook Marketplace 
seller profile of “Matt AutoParts” or 
“Medo Smith” to advertise and sell 
the counterfeit airbags. Alinaghian 
is currently employed as an engineer 
with the N.C. Department of Trans-
portation.   
	 According to testing done by Hon-
da, General Motors, and Toyota, the 
steering wheel airbags obtained and 
sold by Alinaghian were not manu-
factured by the car companies, and 
often included materials of lesser 
quality. In testing, the counterfeit 
airbags often malfunctioned, either 
not fully inflating or inflating late – 

posing a potentially serious risk of 
injury to the vehicle driver.
	 The Department of Homeland 
Security, Homeland Security Inves-
tigations (HSI) led the investigation, 
along with the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Office of Inspector 
General.   The investigation included 
a search of Alinaghian’s house, which 
resulted in the seizure of approxi-
mately 20 counterfeit airbags, and 
multiple seizures by Customs and 
Border Control of in-bound packages 

from the United Kingdom contain-
ing counterfeit airbags en route to 
Alinaghian. 
	 “In this case, the defendant put 
profit over safety by selling counter-
feit airbags that had the potential 
to put drivers in harm’s way if the 
airbags malfunctioned during a col-
lision,” said Acting U.S. Attorney 
Daniel P. Bubar. “I’m so proud of 
the cooperation on display by this 
investigative team, which included 
partnering with our state, federal 

and international colleagues, and 
will hold Mr. Alinaghian responsible 
for his illegitimate enterprise.”  
	 “Airbags are critical life-saving de-
vices that are designed and produced 
to protect motorists. Counterfeit 
airbags pose a serious threat to the 
safety of consumers,” said Cardell T. 
Morant, special agent in charge of 
U.S. Homeland Security Investiga-
tions Charlotte that covers North 
and South Carolina. “HSI actively 
collaborates with its law enforce-
ment partners to disrupt and dis-
mantle transnational criminal orga-
nizations that seek to exploit global 
commerce and threaten legitimate 
supply chains.”
	 “The sale of counterfeit air bags 
that are not regulated or tested to 
ensure they meet federal safety stan-
dards puts drivers and those on our 
nation’s roadways at serious risk,” 
said Greg Thompson, Special Agent-
in-Charge, Department of Transpor-
tation Office of Inspector General, 
Mid-Atlantic Region. “Today’s guilty 
plea is the result of an unwavering 
commitment to safety demonstrated 
together with our law enforcement, 
prosecutorial, and agency partners.”
	 “Selling and using counterfeit car 
airbags can have dangerous con-
sequences,” said N.C. Secretary of 
State Elaine F. Marshall. “Our strong 
partnerships with the brand holders 

(See AIRBAGS, P. 4)
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Trump Administration Removes Ban On ‘Segregated Facilities’ 

NC Senate Committee Approves Permitless 
Carry Of Concealed Firearms For Residents
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Howell Is Next NC State Chancellor—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Atty’s Demand Release Footage —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lic education,” Hans said in present-
ing Howell’s nomination to the UNC 
Board of Governor’s on Tuesday.
	 Hans noted that Howell, a Shelby 
native, has served in various capaci-
ties in the governor’s office, the UNC 
System, UNC Health, and on numer-
ous civic and charitable boards in 
central North Carolina.
	 Howell will also be the first Black 
chancellor at NC State University, 
at a time when diversity, equity, 
and inclusion has drawn scorn from 
conservative state legislators and 
cutbacks and condemnation from 
the new Trump administration.
	 DEI was not mentioned in Tues-
day’s announcement. Rather Hans 
described Howell as a wonderful am-
bassador and fundraiser.
	 “He’s got a great mind, a generous 
passion, and a profound love of this 
university,” Hans said. “But don’t let 
that genial exterior fool you. Kevin 
Howell is a competitor to his core, a 
former wrestler who hasn’t lost the 
instinct for tackling, grappling, and 
coming out on top.”

Making organizations better amid 
many challenges
	 Those skills and competitive drive 
are what is needed said Hans as NC 
State enters a “transformative era.”
	 He takes over the leadership role 
at a time when many universities na-
tionwide are experiencing declines in 

student enrollment.
	 Howell currently serves on the 
executive committee of myFutureNC 
which has actively been working to 
boost higher-ed enrollment in North 
Carolina. The nonprofit seeks to 
have two million North Carolinians 
hold a postsecondary degree or an 

industry credential by 2030.
	 In February, NC State’s Executive 
Vice Chancellor and Provost, an-
nounced a hiring freeze due to the 
spike in uncertainty surrounding 
federal funding.
	 And Howell will also guide the 
university through the future of Poe 
Hall, and health concerns about a 
building contaminated with high lev-
els of PCBs.
	 On Tuesday, Ed Weisiger, chair 
of the NC State Board of Trustees, 
chose to focus Howell’s strengths.
	 “Kevin simply makes organiza-
tions better and healthier by working 
in them,” said Weisiger. “We are so 
pleased to have him return to NC 
State.”
	 Howell earned a bachelor’s degree 
in political science from NC State in 
1988 and was the university’s stu-
dent body president his senior year. 
He earned a law degree from the 
UNC-Chapel Hill and later served as 
a law clerk on the N.C. Court of Ap-
peals.
	 Following a five-month nation-

	 “We know something happened 
here that is more than they are tell-
ing us,” Crump said. “They would not 
have dismissed those cases if there 
were not something that on that 
video, from the dash cam and from 
the body cam that was just god-awful. 
They don’t just drop cases like that.”
	 The incident surrounding Mason’s 
death has been complicated by the 
discovery that members of the North 
Carolina Highway Patrol initially 
claimed Mason had died in an acci-
dent with no police pursuit involved. 
This led to the suspension of Troop-
er Garrett Macario and his supervi-
sor, Sgt. Matthew Morrison, after 
the North Carolina State Bureau of 
Investigation (SBI) requested fur-
ther inquiry into the circumstances 
of the fatal crash. 
	 In the aftermath, Wake County 
District Attorney Lorrin Freeman 
dismissed over 180 cases that had 
relied on the credibility of Macario 
and Morrison’s testimony.

	 Henrietta Mason, visibly emo-
tional, also spoke out about her son’s 
death, questioning the initial narra-
tive provided by police. 
	 “From Day 1, when they came to 
me and told me my son died in a sin-
gle-car accident with no witnesses, I 
told them that is not true, someone 
had to be chasing my son.”
	 Henrietta Mason has claimed 
to have sent hundreds of emails to 
government agencies and attorneys, 
eventually prompting an investiga-
tion by the State Bureau of Investi-
gation. She also made contact with 
Raleigh attorney Sean Cecil, who 
pressed her case.
	 Mason’s legal team, including 
prominent civil rights lawyer Bakari 
Sellers, has drawn attention to the 
broader implications of the case. 
Sellers believes the incident is part 
of a larger pattern of misconduct 
within the North Carolina Highway 
Patrol. 
	 “As we’re digging, we’re under-

standing that it’s not just about 
Tyrone Mason, that this actually is a 
culture,” Sellers said. “The question 
has to be asked from the top to the 
bottom about what their policies and 

procedures are about chases, and 
what they’re supposed to do on the 
scenes.”
	 Sellers also issued a direct call to 
North Carolina officials, including 

Governor Josh Stein and Attorney 
General Jeff Jackson, to take imme-
diate action. 
	 “I want my good friend, Jeff Jack-
son, I want my good friend Governor 
Stein to actually open their eyes and 
pay attention to what’s going on with 
their state highway patrol,” Sellers 
said. “They can make sure that these 
officers are arrested. They can make 
sure that these officers are fired.”
	 As the investigation continues, 
there is still no public release of 
the dash and body camera footage, 
which has yet to be made available to 
the public. Law enforcement camera 
footage can only be released by a 
court after a petition is filed with a 
judge, according to state law.
	 Nazneen Ahmed, a spokesperson 
for Jackson, said the attorney gen-
eral’s office is not currently involved 
in Mason’s case, nor does it have the 
authority to release the footage.
	 “Under North Carolina law, the 
law enforcement agency that is the 

custodian of those records must 
petition the court for its release,” 
Ahmed wrote in an email to NC 
Newsline. “Additionally, the attorney 
general’s office does not have over-
sight of law enforcement agencies 
and district attorney’s offices.”
	 While Crump and Sellers continue 
to push for transparency, the State 
Bureau of Investigation has complet-
ed its inquiry and plans to hand over 
its findings to the Wake County Dis-
trict Attorney’s office. The district at-
torney will then decide whether any 
criminal charges should be brought 
against the officers involved.
	 While legal proceedings are still 
ongoing, Crump and Sellers have 
indicated their intent to file a law-
suit related to Mason’s death in the 
near future. As of now, no formal 
comments have been made by repre-
sentatives for Governor Stein or the 
State Highway Patrol regarding the 
release of the footage or the ongoing 
investigation.

wide search, Howell will become the 
third NC State alumnus to serve as 
chancellor of the land-grant univer-
sity.
	 He will take over the role May 5 
with a salary of $600,000.
	 Woodson, the longest serving 
chancellor in the UNC system, has 
held the position for the last 15 
years.
	 The ‘opportunity of a lifetime’
	 Students, faculty, alumni and state 
lawmakers packed the atrium of the 
Talley Student Union late Tuesday to 
hear from the chancellor-elect.
	 “I’m humbled, I’m excited and I’m 
ready.”
	 Howell choked back emotion as he 
recounted how special it was when 
his parents first delivered him to NC 
State as a freshman to begin this un-
imaginable journey.
	 “I often think about my mother 
and father, and perhaps what they 
would say at this moment. But nei-
ther one of us could have imagined 
the doors that would be open for me 
because of an NC State degree,” said 

Howell.
	 Howell praised the university’s 
world-class faculty and told under-
graduates that in them he saw both 
hope and prosperity.
	 “It’s your ability to inspire inno-
vative thinking and solve complex 
challenges. Never forget that is your 
superpower.”
	 For legislators in the audience, he 
offered a reminder that a rising tide 
lifts all boats.
	 “Our ability to rise, our ability 
to advance, our ability to lead. It’s 
made possible thanks to the stead-
fast support from our elected of-
ficials, our donors, and our industry 
partners. Your partnership, your 
generosity, it fuses ground-breaking 
discoveries that shape industries and 
strengthen communities.”
	 Together, he pledged the Wolf-
pack nation would be bold.
	 “We will break barriers. We will 
continue to ‘think and do’ outside of 
the box in ways that drive us to solve 
the grand challenges of the world.”
	 —NC Newsline

Kanishka Singh
Reuters

	 The administration of U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has removed 
an explicit ban on “segregated facili-
ties” like waiting rooms, restaurants 
and drinking fountains for federal 
contractors, a memo issued by the 
U.S. General Services Administration 
showed.
	 The memo was issued last month 
but media outlets took note of it on 
Tuesday after a report from NPR.
	 WHY IT’S IMPORTANT
	 Since taking office on January 
20, Trump has taken multiple steps 
aimed at dismantling diversity, equity 
and inclusion programs in the federal 
government and private sector.
	 In one such executive order, 
Trump revoked executive policies 

dating as far back as 1965 on equal 
employment opportunities, environ-
mental actions designed to protect 
communities of color, and “workforce 
balancing” efforts by federal contrac-
tors based on race, gender and reli-
gion.
	 The 1965 action aimed to end dis-
criminatory practices in hiring and 
employment on the part of U.S. gov-
ernment contractors.
	 The February 15 memo said it was 
making changes prompted by that 
executive order from Trump.
	 KEY QUOTE
	 The memo stated that “when issu-
ing new solicitations or contracts,” 
civil agencies should no longer in-
clude the provision and clause about 
the “Prohibition of Segregated Facili-
ties.”
	 WHAT THEY ARE SAYING

	 Federal and state laws still outlaw 
discrimination and segregation and 
while the memo’s step was symbolic, 
civil rights advocates noted it as part 
of a trend with Trump’s policymak-
ing.

	 NC Newsline—The North Carolina 
Senate Judiciary Committee voted 
Tuesday to approve a bill allowing 
gun owners to carry concealed hand-
guns without obtaining a permit, 
sending it to another panel.
	 Senate Bill 50, which bears the 
title “Freedom to Carry NC,” would 
authorize permitless concealed carry 
for individuals who are U.S. citizens, 
at least 18 years of age, and not oth-
erwise prohibited by law, according 
to the bill’s text.
	 Its primary sponsors are Sens. 
Danny Britt (R-Hoke, Robeson, 
Scotland), Warren Daniel (R-Bun-
combe, Burke, McDowell), and Ed-
die Settle (R-Alexander, Surry, Wil-
kes, Yadkin). Britt and Daniel are 

	 They said that any step that may 
give the perception of turning back 
the clock on racial segregation was 
not welcome.
	 “While segregation is still illegal, 
this change sends a CLEAR message,” 

civil rights attorney Ben Crump said.
	 CONTEXT
	 Rights advocates say measures 
Trump is trying to dismantle aimed 
to uplift marginalized groups and 
addressed the continued effects of 

historical and generational inequity.
	 Trump and his allies defend his 
actions by saying his orders aim to 
remove what they call discrimination 
against other Americans, including 
white people and men.

two of the Judiciary Committee’s 
co-chairs.
	 Senate leader Phil Berger is back-
ing the measure, he shared when 
sponsors filed it in February.
	 North Carolina law currently re-
quires gun owners to obtain permits 
from their local sheriff’s office in 
order to carry a concealed handgun. 
Concealed carry also requires a 
minimum of eight hours of training.
	 “We believe that our constitution 
is clear that law abiding citizens 
should be allowed to constitution-
ally carry,” Britt said. “We believe 
they should be able to constitution-
ally carry without having to jump 

(See FIREARMS, P. 9)

	 The Beta Phi, Tau Psi, Psi Delta & Omega Zeta Chapters of the Omega Psi Fraternity held its 
annual Talent Hunt Program on Saturday February 08, 2025. The event was held at St. Joseph 
AME Zion Church in Durham, N.C. at 4:00pm. The participants from L-R: Hallett Ray, Marj Lauren 
Sapigao, Lauren Kearney, Caroline Hobbs: Winner Tau Psi Chapter, Kahaan Khatri: Winner Omega 
Zeta Chapter, Jaden Jampayas: Winner Beta Phi Chapter, Catherine “Cat” Christman & Raphael 
Mouawad: Winner Psi Delta Chapter. All contestants received a certificate of completion, and the 
4 winners were presented with a plaque as well as a cash scholarship. The winners will represent 
their respective chapters during the next level of competition, which will be held during the Third 
Council Meeting in Greenville, N.C. (March 21-23, 2025). The Talent Hunt Program is one of the 
fraternity’s mandated yearly national programs.

Trump’s Tarrifs From Canada’s Perspective

Omega Psi’s Annual Talent Hunt

	 CBC—After a lengthy meeting 
with U.S. President Donald Trump’s 
top trade officials on Thursday, 
March 13th, Canadian representa-
tives say they have a clearer under-
standing of the rationale behind 
Trump’s insistence on tariffs — not 
just on Canada but on the whole 
world.
	 “Tariffs are now a global policy of 
the United States,” said David Pa-
terson, Ontario’s representative in 
Washington. “And this is a historic 
change to global trading patterns, 
and [the Americans are] very aware 
of that.”
	 Paterson, along with Ontario Pre-
mier Doug Ford, Canada’s ambassa-
dor to the U.S., Kirsten Hillman, and 
federal cabinet ministers, met with 
U.S. Commerce Secretary Howard 
Lutnick and U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Jamieson Greer — the point 
people on Trump’s trade agenda.
	 In an interview on Power & 
Politics, Paterson told host David 
Cochrane that the Canadians and 
Americans had a 90-minute meet-
ing and the first half-hour was 
“a master class” from Lutnick in 
breaking down the U.S. position on 
tariffs.
	 The focus of the U.S. government 
is dealing with its yearly deficit in 
federal spending, Paterson said. 
According to the U.S. Treasury De-
partment, the federal government 
ran a $1.83 trillion US deficit in the 
2024 fiscal year.
	 There are three things the U.S. 
government is doing that affect the 
deficit, Paterson added.

	 The first is a major budget resolu-
tion that calls for trillions of dollars 
in spending and tax cuts, which is 
“something that must not increase 
that deficit further while keeping 
tax levels and competitiveness low,” 
Paterson said.
	 The other two are measures to 
help make the spending and tax cuts 

happen without growing the defi-
cit, including slashing government 
spending through Elon Musk’s De-
partment of Government Efficiency 
and tariffs, which are meant to be 
a new revenue source and attract 
investment into the United States.
	 Paterson said the American plan 
is to impose tariffs by sector across 

countries all around the world on 
April 2. From there, the countries 
that get along with the U.S. the best 
will be “first in line” to adjust or 
mitigate the tariffs.
	 “This is the policy. This is the way 
they’re going forward,” Paterson 
said. “And I think [Thursday] gave 
us a lot of clarity.”
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By: Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 Let her bake cake! The internet’s relentless barrage of criticism against 
Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, and her new Netflix series, “With Love, 
Meghan,” is a stark reminder of the deeply ingrained biases that continue 
to plague our society. It’s not simply about a cooking show; it’s about the 
audacity of a Black woman claiming her space, unapologetically.
	 The vitriol directed at Meghan is not a new phenomenon. From the 
moment she entered the royal family, her Blackness became a lightning 
rod for hate. The same critical masses that seethed at her presence within 
the monarchy now find themselves equally incensed by her pursuit of 
personal joy and creative expression. But despite the relentless noise, she 
persists.
“With Love, Meghan” offers a glimpse into a side of Meghan rarely seen. 
It’s a show that celebrates friendship, creativity, and the simple pleasures 
of life. We see her trying new things, sharing her thoughts, and inviting 
us into her world. I find the show super cute and very chic. More impor-
tantly, it’s a testament to her resilience.
	 The real offense, it seems, lies not in the sun tea or fruit jams, but in the 
very act of Meghan enjoying her life. Her “leisure lifestyle,” as some have 
labeled it, has become a source of profound irritation for those who be-
lieve Black women should exist within a narrow, predetermined box. This 
is the core of the issue: the discomfort with Black luxury, the unspoken 
rule that Black joy must be earned, justified, and perpetually scrutinized.
	 Meghan’s passion is aspirational, not because of her title or wealth, 
but because of her unwavering commitment to her own happiness. She 
embodies the spirit of the contemporary Black woman creative: resilient, 
multifaceted, and unapologetically herself. She continues to nurture her 
friendships, explore beekeeping, candlemaking, and prioritize her well-
being, regardless of the cacophony of negativity swirling around her.
	 The relentless criticism of “With Love, Meghan” isn’t about the quality 
of the show; it’s about the enduring struggle against the insidious belief 
that Black joy is somehow undeserved. It’s about the fact that some peo-
ple are bothered by the fact that she is simply living her best life.
	 Meghan’s joy in the face of this hate is a powerful act of resistance. She 
is asserting her right to exist, to create, and to find peace alongside profit 
on her own terms. In doing so, she is offering a powerful lesson to Black 
women everywhere: that our happiness is not a privilege, but a birthright. 
Brew your tea and bake your cake!

BLACK LUXURY: “WITH LOVE, MEGHAN” AND THE HATE 
ON BLACK JOY

By: Jordan Meadows
Staff Writer

	 In Barbados, on February 27, 
1890, a girl was born who would go 
on to champion the cause of equal-
ity in ways that were as quiet as 
they were revolutionary.  At the age 
of thirteen, Staupers and her par-
ents, Pauline and Thomas Doyle, 
made a life-changing move from 
Barbados to Harlem, New York. 
	 A diligent and driven student, 
Mabel’s academic pursuits led her 
to Freedmen’s Hospital School 
of Nursing in Washington, D.C., 
where she graduated in 1917 with 
honors. This achievement was no 
small feat in an era where African 
American women faced both racial 
and gender discrimination. 
	 In 1920, she helped establish the 
Booker T. Washington Sanitarium, 
alongside Black physicians Louis 

	 The Conversation–Coretta Scott 
King is often remembered as a de-
voted wife and mother, yet she was 
also a committed activist in her own 
right. She was deeply involved with 
social justice causes before she met 
and married Martin Luther King 
Jr., and long after his death.
Scott King served with civil rights 
groups throughout her time as a 
student at Antioch College and the 
New England Conservatory of Mu-
sic. Shortly after she and King mar-
ried in 1953, the couple returned 
to the South, where they lent their 
support to local and regional orga-
nizations such as the NAACP and 
the Montgomery Improvement As-
sociation.
	 They also supported the Women’s 
Political Council, an organization 
founded by female African Ameri-
can professors at Alabama State 
University that facilitated voter 
education and registration, and also 
protested discrimination on city 
buses. These local leadership ef-
forts paved the way for widespread 
support of Rosa Parks’ resistance to 
segregation on public busing.
	 Following her husband’s as-
sassination in 1968, Scott King 
devoted her life to institutional-
izing his philosophy and practice 
of nonviolence. She established the 
King Center for Nonviolent Social 
Change, led a march of sanitation 
workers in Memphis and joined ef-
forts to organize the Poor People’s 
Campaign. A longtime advocate of 
workers rights, she also supported 
a 1969 hospital workers’ strike in 
South Carolina, delivering stirring 
speeches against the treatment of 
African American staff.
	 Scott King’s commitment to non-
violence went beyond civil rights 
at home. During the 1960s, she 
became involved in peace and anti-
war efforts such as the Women’s 
Strike for Peace and opposed the 
escalating war in Vietnam. By the 
1980s, she had joined protests 
against South African apartheid, 
and before her death in 2006, she 
spoke out in favor of LGBT rights 
– capping a lifetime of activism 
against injustice and inequalities.
	 Women and the March
	 While Scott King’s support and 
ideas were particularly influential, 
many other women played essen-
tial roles in the success of the civil 
rights movement.
	 Take the most iconic moment of 
the civil rights struggle, in many 
Americans’ minds: the Aug. 28, 
1963, March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom, at which King 
delivered his landmark “I Have a 
Dream” speech on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial.

T. Wright and James Wilson. This 
hospital was one of the few in Har-
lem that treated African American 
patients, especially those suffering 
from tuberculosis, a disease that 
disproportionately affected Black 
communities at the time. Mabel 
served as the director of nursing at 
the sanitarium and became deeply 
involved in Harlem’s health initia-
tives, joining the Harlem chapter 
of the New York Tuberculosis and 
Health Committee.
	 While her work in Harlem was 
focused on direct care and health 
advocacy, Mabel’s broader ambi-
tion was to break down the racial 
barriers that excluded African 
American nurses from the main-
stream nursing community. 
	 In 1934, Mabel was appointed 
Executive Secretary of the National 
Association of Graduate Colored 
Nurses (NAGCN), a position that 

	 60 years after the march, it is 
critical to recognize the activism of 
women from all walks of life who 
helped to strategize and organize 
one of the country’s most massive 
political demonstrations of the 
20th century. Yet historical ac-
counts overwhelmingly highlight 
the march’s male leadership. With 
the exception of Daisy Bates, an 
activist who read a short tribute, no 
women were invited to deliver for-
mal speeches.
	 Women were among the key or-
ganizers of the march, however, and 
helped recruit thousands of par-
ticipants. Dorothy Height, president 
of the National Council of Negro 
Women, was often the lone woman 
at the table of leaders representing 
national organizations. Anna Ar-
nold Hedgeman, who also served on 
the planning committee, was anoth-
er strong advocate for labor issues, 
anti-poverty efforts and women’s 
rights.
	 Photographs of the march show 
women attended in large num-
bers, yet few historical accounts 
adequately credit women for their 
leadership and support. Civil rights 
activist, lawyer and Episcopalian 
priest Pauli Murray, among others, 
called for a gathering of women to 
address this and other instances of 
discrimination a few days later.
	 Hidden in plain view
	 African American women led and 
served in all the major campaigns, 
working as field secretaries, attor-
neys, plaintiffs, organizers and edu-
cators, to name just a few roles. So 
why did early historical accounts of 
the movement neglect their stories?
	 There were women propelling na-
tional civil rights organizations and 
among King’s closest advisers. Sep-
tima Clark, for example, was a sea-
soned educator whose strong orga-
nizing skills played a consequential 
role in voter registration, literacy 
training and citizenship education. 
Dorothy Cotton was a member of 
the inner circle of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, 
of which King was president, and 
was involved in literacy training and 
teaching nonviolent resistance.
	 Yet women’s organizing during 
the 1950s and 1960s is most evident 
at local and regional levels, particu-
larly in some of the most perilous 
communities across the deep South. 
Since the 1930s, Amelia Boyn-
ton Robinson of Dallas County, 
Alabama, and her family had been 
fighting for voting rights, laying the 
groundwork for the struggle to end 
voter suppression that continues 
to the present. She was also key 
in planning the 50-mile Selma-to-
Montgomery march in 1965. Im-

The Inspirational Story Of Miss Mabel Keaton Staupers

The Women Who Stood With MLK Jr. 

was both a personal triumph and 
a strategic starting point for her 
larger mission. As the first person 
to be paid for this role, Mabel took 
charge. 
	 In December 1935, Staupers 
attended a gathering of African 
American women leaders orga-
nized by the renowned educator 
and activist Mary McLeod Bet-
hune, leading to the establishment 
of the National Council of Negro 
Women (NCNW), an organiza-
tion dedicated to advocating for 
the rights and welfare of African 
American women. 
	 Her advocacy was particularly 
crucial during World War II, a time 
when racial quotas and segrega-
tion still prevailed in the military. 
Staupers recognized that the war 
effort’s dire need for nurses should 
not be limited by race. Despite 
facing immense resistance from 

ages of the violence that marchers 
endured – particularly on the day 
that came to be known as Bloody 
Sunday – shocked the nation and 
eventually contributed to the pas-
sage of the landmark Voting Rights 
Act of 1965.
	 Or take Mississippi, where there 
would not have been a sustained 
movement without women’s activ-
ism. Some names have become well 
known, like Fannie Lou Hamer, but 
others deserve to be.
	 Two rural activists, Victoria Gray 
and Annie Devine, joined Hamer as 
representatives to the Mississippi 
Freedom Democratic Party, a paral-
lel political party that challenged 
the state’s all-white representatives 
at the 1964 Democratic Convention. 
A year later, the three women rep-
resented the party in a challenge to 
block the state’s congressmen from 
taking their seats, given ongoing 
disenfranchisement of Black voters. 

military officials, including Surgeon 
General Norman T. Kirk, Mabel 
mounted a fierce campaign for inte-
grating the Army Nurse Corps. 
	 She orchestrated a letter-writing 
campaign, rallied support from 
prominent figures like Eleanor 
Roosevelt, and testified before Con-
gress, arguing that qualified Black 
nurses were being unjustly excluded 
from service. Her efforts paid off 
in 1945—the last year of the war—
when the Army and Navy finally 
opened their doors to all qualified 
nurses, regardless of race.
	 But Mabel’s advocacy didn’t stop 
with the military. Her persistence 
and tireless lobbying also contrib-
uted to the eventual integration of 
the American Nurses Association 
(ANA) in 1948. With both the ANA 
and military institutions now open 
to Black nurses, Staupers dissolved 
the NAGCN in 1951, believing that 

Though the congressional challenge 
failed, the activism was a symbolic 
victory, serving note to the nation 
that Black Mississippians were no 
longer willing to accept centuries-old 
oppression.
	 Many African American women 
were out-front organizers for civil 
rights. But it is no less important 
to remember those who assumed 
less visible, but indispensable, roles 
behind the scenes, sustaining the 
movement over time.

its mission had been accomplished. 
Her legacy was recognized in 1951 
when the NAACP awarded her the 
prestigious Spingarn Medal for her 
tireless efforts to desegregate the 
nursing profession. 
	 In 1961, she published her auto-
biography, No Time for Prejudice: 
The Story of the Integration of 
Negroes in Nursing in the United 
States, sharing the story of the 
movement she led and ensuring 
that future generations would 
understand the struggles that had 
paved the way for Black nurses.
	 Mabel Keaton Staupers died in 
Washington, D.C. in 1989, leaving 
behind a monumental legacy that 
would inspire generations of Afri-
can American nurses and activists. 
She fought not only for her success 
but for the inclusion and recogni-
tion of all African American nurses 
who, before her, had been margin-
alized and excluded.

WOMEN AT THE MARCH ON WASHINGTON (NMAAHC ARCHIVES)
ROSA PARKS (NMAAHC 

ARCHIVES)

CORETTA SCOTT KING (PHOTO BY BOSTON UNIVERSITY PHOTO 
SERVICES)

DAISY BATES DOROTHY HEIGHT
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

Support Small & Local 
Businesses

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 3/31/2025

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

Replace your job and earn 
money at home!

Login at www.jointonyallen.com 
or call (919) 252-3147 for details 

to get started.

Carolina Pop N Snaks
Popcorn, hotdogs, candy, drinks, 

chips, and other favorites.
For your Party or Events, call 
919-740-0110 to schedule.

Selling Dangerous Counterfeit Airbags —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
and law enforcement was crucial to 
uncovering this serious threat and 
taking them off the market may have 
saved lives.”
	 After identifying that Alinaghian 
was importing the counterfeit air-
bags from a source in the United 
Kingdom, HSI contacted law en-
forcement abroad.   As a result, a 
search warrant was executed on 
September 19, 2024, by the City of 
London Police’s Intellectual Property 

Crime Unit (PICU).   PICU officers 
searched two residential and one 
business address and seized a total 
of 500 counterfeit airbags and an 
estimated £140,000 in cash.   Three 
men were arrested on suspicion of 
fraud by false representation, con-
spiracy to commit money launder-
ing, and conspiracy to distribute 
counterfeit goods. The investigation 
is still ongoing
	 According to a consumer alert 

published by the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), three people in the U.S. 
were killed and two people suffered 
injuries from September 2023 to 
July 2024 as a result of their vehicles 
being fitted with substandard re-
placement airbags.
	 Individuals who suspect they pur-
chased a counterfeit airbag should 
consult their brand’s dealership or 
a reputable mechanic to determine 

if the parts need to be replaced, and 
report it to their local Homeland Se-
curity Investigations office or submit 
an online complaint to the National 
Intellectual Property Rights Coordi-
nation Center or the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration.
	 If you have reason to believe that 
you are a victim the defendant’s 
conduct, either because you believe 
you received a counterfeit airbag 
from the defendant, or if you believe 

that you were injured or incurred 
costs as a result of the defendant’s 
conduct, please contact HSI at 919-
677-6392.
	 Daniel P. Bubar, Acting U.S. 
Attorney for the Eastern District 
of North Carolina made the an-
nouncement after the guilty plea 
was accepted by U.S. Magistrate 
Judge Robert B. Jones. The De-
partment of Homeland Security, 
Homeland Security Investigations 

(HSI) led the investigation, along with 
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion, Office of Inspector General, with 
assistance from the N.C. Secretary of 
State Trademark Enforcement Divi-
sion or Anti-Counterfeit Task Force. 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Karen Haugh-
ton prosecuted the case.
	 Related court documents and infor-
mation can be found on the website of 
the U.S. District Court for the Eastern 
District of North Carolina.

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide 
Staff Writer

	 In an era dominated by digital in-
teractions, the importance of face-to-
face connection remains paramount. 
Debra Mathis annual master connec-
tor event, exemplified by the recent 
LinkedIn Local Raleigh Triangle 
gathering on March 13th at the NC 

Annual LinkedIn Local Event Connects Business Leaders
State McKimmon Center, served as a 
powerful reminder of this fundamen-
tal truth.
	 The event, a vibrant hub of local 
businesses and community leaders, 
transcended the limitations of virtual 
networking. Stepping into the McK-
immon Center, attendees were imme-
diately immersed in an atmosphere 
of genuine engagement and collab-

orative spirit. This wasn’t just another 
networking event; it was a catalyst 
for forging real, meaningful relation-
ships. Attendees engaged in in-depth 
conversations, shared insights, and 
explored potential collaborations. The 
ability to read body language, observe 
nuances, and connect on a personal 
level created a dynamic that simply 
cannot be replicated online. Connect-
ing in person with Triangle Divorce 

Lawyers, The American Cancer Soci-
ety, and Faith Bynum CPA was gold. 
	 The success of the event under-
scores the enduring value of network-
ing in today’s professional landscape. 
While platforms like LinkedIn provide 
valuable tools for building online 
presence, they cannot replace the 
power of human connection. For lo-
cal businesses, these connections are 
vital. They provide access to potential 

clients, partners, and mentors, fos-
tering growth and innovation. For 
community leaders, the event offered 
a platform to share ideas, build con-
sensus, and drive positive change. 
	 In person meet ups foster a sense 
of community, build trust, and create 
a support system that can be invalu-
able in navigating the challenges 
of professional life. The ability to 
connect with like-minded individu-

als, share experiences, and learn from 
each other is essential for personal and 
professional growth. In a world increas-
ingly reliant on digital interactions, the 
Master Connector event reminds us 
that the human element remains the 
cornerstone of meaningful connection 
and lasting success. It proves that step-
ping away from the screen, and invest-
ing in real-world interactions, is an 
investment in your future.



The CarolinianTHURSDAY  MARCH 20 - MARCH 26, 2025	 PAGE 5

Health and Wellness

1,000+1,000+
Save on

on top of already
items

low prices every week

NC Rural Hospitals Cut Women’s Services Due To Money

Martin General Hospital in Williamston shuttered in August 2023, four years after the facility tried 
to reduce financial pressures by eliminating labor and delivery services. Credit: Jane Winik Sartwell 
/ Carolina Public Press

	 Carolina Public Press—Finan-
cial pressures on rural hospitals 
keep some North Carolina facilities 
from adequately serving pregnant 
women, new mothers and babies, 
but that isn’t the full picture. 
	 Workforce shortages and demo-
graphic shifts — coupled with a 
lack of regulatory requirements and 
policy support — compound the 
problem, further distancing women 
from the care they need.
	 Allison Rollans, owner of High 
Country Doulas, witnessed the 
abandonment of rural mothers up 
close at a birth at a rural Western 
North Carolina hospital in 2024.
	 One of her clients had a Cesar-
ean birth, and afterwards, a single 
nurse was there to care for both 
mother and baby. Neither received 
the level of post-birth care that Rol-
lans or the new mother expected. 
Rollans asked how this could be. 
The nurse told her that another 
nurse had just been cut from the 
shift rotation due to a research 
analysis that showed low numbers 
of births in the area in the preced-
ing months.
	 Maintaining specialized, 24/7 
staff, up-to-date equipment, and 
adequate space for a labor and 
delivery unit, also called a mater-
nity ward, generates substantial 
expenses. If a hospital begins to see 
declining numbers of births, due to 
an aging or shrinking population in 
the area, per-birth costs increase 
dramatically. 

	 No regulatory structure exists in 
North Carolina to keep hospitals from 
balancing pesky financial equations 
like this by reducing, or fully eliminat-
ing, maternity and other related care, 
even when they previously received 
a certificate of need from the state to 
provide that care. 
	 Most hospitals in the state are 
governmental, educational and/or 
nonprofit, which means their pursuit 
of health care is supposed to come be-
fore the balance sheet. Even so, they 
can’t afford to lose too much money, 
or their ability to provide other ser-
vices could suffer.
	 Labor and delivery units are known 
in the hospital business as a “loss 
leader” — they typically do not bring 
in any profit. Usually, drawing new 
patients who will become loyal fami-
lies provides hospitals with a justifica-
tion for the high cost of operating a 
maternity ward. Those patients will 
likely use other, more profitable, ser-
vices at the hospital over time.
	 The fundamental problem of ma-
ternity care is that the cost of main-
taining service is fixed, regardless of 
patient volume. 
	 When rural hospitals in North 
Carolina begin cutting services of 
any type, labor and delivery units 
are often the first to go. Closing ma-
ternity wards has sometimes served 
as a warning sign of deeper financial 
troubles to come. This was the case 
in Martin County, where the hospital 
eliminated labor and delivery services 
a few years before closing entirely. 

	 “If you’re averaging one or two 
deliveries a day, potentially you could 
go a couple days without deliveries, 
but you still have to staff,” said Dolly 
Pressley Byrd, chair of the obstet-

rics and gynecology department at 
the Asheville-based Mountain Area 
Health Education Center, or MAHEC. 
	 “The staffing guidelines are pretty 
stringent. The recommendation is 

one-to-one staffing. The model is re-
ally expensive, and tricky.”
	 Employing sufficient nurses offers 
one challenge. But to staff labor and 
delivery units, hospitals need to have 

enough physicians, anesthesiolo-
gists, lactation consultants and neo-
natal intensive care unit staff on call. 
If the labor and delivery unit doesn’t 
have enough patients coming and 
going, paying those salaries starts to 
stack up against the relatively mea-
ger revenues for this care. 
	 Plus, some of those skilled profes-
sionals may not want to work in ru-
ral areas.
	 Payment structures further disad-
vantage rural providers. Insurance 
reimbursements for births are al-
ready low. In rural areas with higher 
rates of people relying on Medicaid 
coverage, which doesn’t pay hospi-
tals as much as insurance, the money 
recouped can be even lower. 
	 Now, Republican leaders in Wash-
ington are proposing major cuts to 
Medicaid, putting rural hospitals 
even further out in the cold. In North 
Carolina, 37 percent of births are 
covered by Medicaid, according to 
KFF, a nonprofit that analyzes health 
policy. 
	 Larger hospitals can offset these 
expenses through higher-level neo-
natal intensive care units, which 
generate more revenue — an option 
unavailable to most small rural fa-
cilities.

How To Use Food 
As Your Medicine
	 The saying “Let food be thy medicine and medicine be thy food” has been 
attributed to the ancient Greek physician Hippocrates, who is considered the 
father of modern medicine. Essentially, this saying is based on the under-
standing that the foods we eat can have a profound impact on our health.
	 In recent years, there has been a growing interest in the use of food as 
medicine. “This is likely due to the increasing awareness of the connection 
between diet and disease,” says Certified Health Coach and Food for Life In-
structor at RiverRun HEALTH’s Healthy Lifestyle Learning Center. “In fact, 
studies have shown that eating a healthy diet can help to prevent or manage 
a variety of chronic health conditions, including heart disease, stroke, can-
cer, diabetes, and obesity.”
	 What are some ways to use food as medicine?
	 There are many different ways to use food as medicine. Here are a few 
tips:
	 •Bump up your fiber. Only 5 % of the US population gets enough fiber. 
Fiber is ONLY found in PLANT- FOODS. Fiber feeds a healthy gut, controls 
blood sugar, lowers cholesterol, and keeps you satisfied and full longer.
	 •Eat a variety of fruits and vegetables. Fruits and vegetables are packed 
with vitamins, minerals, and antioxidants that are essential for good health. 
Aim to eat at least five servings of fruits and vegetables per day.
	 •Choose whole grains over refined grains. Whole grains are a good source 
of fiber, which can help to regulate digestion and blood sugar levels.
Include healthy fats in your diet. Healthy fats, such as those found in avoca-
dos, nuts, and seeds, can help to improve heart health and cognitive func-
tion.
	 •Limit processed foods and read labels carefully. Processed foods are often 
high in unhealthy fats, sugar, and salt. They can also be low in nutrients.
	 •Drink plenty of water. Water is essential for good health and can help to 
flush toxins out of the body.
	 •Cook more meals at home. This will give you more control over the ingre-
dients in your food.
	 •Make gradual changes to your diet. This will make it easier to stick to 
your new eating habits.
	 •Find a support system. Having friends or family members who are also 
eating healthy can help you stay motivated.

	 What are some foods that can be used as medicine?
	 Using food as medicine is a powerful way to improve your health. By 
making small changes to your diet, you can take steps to prevent or manage 
chronic health conditions and live a longer, healthier life. Here are some spe-
cific examples of how certain foods can be used as medicine:
	 •Berries: Berries are packed with antioxidants, which can help to protect 
against cell damage and disease. They are also a good source of fiber, which 
can help to regulate digestion.
	 •Beans: The positive attributes of beans have been known worldwide by 
the healthiest populations. Furthermore, beans are inexpensive, filling, deli-
cious, and available in a wonderful variety of colors.
	 •Green tea: Green tea contains catechins, which are antioxidants that have 
been shown to boost the immune system and protect against cancer.
	 •Nuts: Nuts are a good source of healthy fats, fiber, and vitamins. They can 
help to lower cholesterol and blood pressure.
	 •Whole grains: Whole grains are a good source of fiber, which can help to 
regulate digestion and blood sugar levels. They are also a good source of vita-
mins and minerals.
	 These are just a few examples of how food can be used as medicine. How-
ever, there are many other ways to incorporate foods into your diet that can 
help you manage or prevent chronic illness. 
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Arts & Culture

The  
Golden 

Years
By Judykay Jefferson

	 The Rock, Groove and Jam! Listen-
ing Party VOL I held on Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2025, at the Titmus Theatre 
on North Carolina State University’s 
campus was a sold-out event!   The 
red-carpet night of music brought 
together an eclectic mix of rock, R&B, 
gospel, and country tunes that had 
everyone grooving and jamming out. 
North Carolina State University has 
over 20,000 students enrolled.
	 The event attracted notable attend-
ees, including Wade Harris, owner of 
the men’s semi-pro men’s basketball 
team The Raleigh Firebirds, Wake 
County Political Representative Don-
ald Mial, and local business sponsor 
J’Sham High with High Maintenance. 
The night featured live performances 
by talented artists Lesette, Nitia 
Steward, Samantha L. Williams, and 
the only male singer Willard McKiv-
er. Additionally, video performances 
by SunQueen Kelcey, Jessenia, and 
Veronica Evans added to the eve-
ning’s entertainment.
	 A highlight of the event was the 
release of 13 original songs written by 
April Mial, Greg K., and Lydia Salett. 
Some of the standout tracks included 
“The Night!,” “Feel You, Breathe You, 
Love You,” “We Become One,” “If it 
Were the Last Time,” and “Stand Up 
for America!” The diverse musical 
offerings catered to a wide range of 
tastes, ensuring there was something 
for everyone in attendance.
	 The listening party also served as a 
platform to announce two upcoming 

By: Ms Jheri Worldwide 
Staff Writer

	 Embark on another adventure 
with The Carolinian as we continue 
our ‘A Day In...’ series, designed to 
guide you through the diverse and 
welcoming cities of North Carolina 
and beyond. Our journey resumes 
in Little Washington, where we’ll 
highlight the restaurants, historic 
landmarks, and local businesses that 
make this town a treasure. Consider 
this your ongoing guide to exploring 
the best of our state. 

The Rock, Groove And Jam! Party Was A Hit!

The Go See NC Series: A Day In … Little Washington, NC

The Hackney - Culinary Innovation 
in Little Washington, NC

Underground Railroad Museum 

film projects: CIRCLES: A Different 
Life, slated for release late summer/
early fall 2025, and TORN, with its 
premiere date yet to be announced. 
Actors Mary Sening, Larry Evans, 
and Nathan Ray shared their on-set 
experiences, providing attendees with 
insider insights into these upcoming 
productions.
	 Adding to the evening’s excitement, 
dancer Jackie Parsons delivered an 
energetic performance to the original 
song “I Wanna Play My Own Song” 
that had the crowd bopping. The 
event concluded with a heartfelt 

	 Stepping into The Hackney, 
Little Washington’s newest culi-
nary gem, is like stepping into a 
living history book. The restaurant, 
housed in the beautifully restored 
First National Bank building, ex-
udes an Art Deco elegance that 
speaks to the town’s rich past. But 
The Hackney is more than just a 
beautiful space; it’s a testament 
to the vision of its owner and the 
culinary artistry of its chef Jamie 
Davis. “Washington has always had 
a lot of great characters and in-
teresting history,” owner Susanne 
Hackney shared, her eyes sparkling 
with enthusiasm as she recounted 
her family’s deep roots in the 
town. “My great grandparents lived 
across the street from each other 
on Mark Street, and their homes 
were always filled with people, not 
just family, but townspeople. My 
great grandmother would make 
food, and everyone would come in 
and out. The town has always been 
a very welcoming place.”
	 This sense of history, commu-
nity, and hospitality is palpable 
inside The Hackney. The building 
itself, constructed between 1918 
and 1922 and opened as a bank 
in 1922, has witnessed the town’s 
evolution. From its days as a bank 
to its stint as a multi-use building 
housing dentist offices, doctor’s of-

	 Great things often come in small 
packages, and that’s certainly true 
of the Washington Waterfront Un-
derground Railroad Museum. This 
powerful learning space is a testa-
ment to resilience and freedom, 
nestled in the heart of Little Wash-
ington, North Carolina. The train 
car is an example of the power of 
community. A collaborative effort 
was empowered by the local Rotary 
Club funding the crucial paint and 
restoration, while the city gener-
ously donated the historic train car 
that now houses this vital piece of 
history.
	 The museum’s journey began 
with a determined vision, walking 
tours highlighting Black history 
in the area. In 2014, founder Lee-

thank you from RGJ! writer and 
event executive producer April Mial, 
who expressed gratitude to the audi-
ence, performers, and everyone in-
volved in making the show a success 
– including Melvin John Stephens, 
owner of Keoni Productions who 
assisted in making the experience 
memorable for guests.
	 The night ended on a powerful note 
with the final song, “Stand Up for 
America!” This anthem, about fight-
ing for American values in turbulent 
times, brought the entire audience to 
their feet, creating a memorable and 

inspiring conclusion to an unforget-
table event.
	 The Rock, Groove and Jam! Listen-
ing Party not only showcased incred-
ible musical talent but also brought 
together a diverse community of 
music lovers, industry professionals, 
and local dignitaries for a night of en-
tertainment and unity.
	 Future Plans for Rock, Groove and 
Jam!
	 Looking to the future,  Rock, 
Groove and Jam! (RGJ! ) is excited to 
announce the expansion of The Rock, 
Groove and Jam! Listening Party 
VOL I events to new locations. In late 
summer 2025, RGJ! will bring its 
unique blend of music and entertain-
ment to Rocky Mount and Charlotte, 
NC, as well as Atlanta, GA. These new 
venues will offer even more opportu-
nities for music lovers to experience 
the magic of Rock, Groove and Jam!
	 In 2026, RGJ! will host  Rock, 
Groove and Jam! Listening Party 
VOL 2, which will include events 
in all the same cities in 2025. This 
expanded series promises to be big-
ger and better than ever, with more 
performances, new music releases, 
and exciting announcements about 
upcoming projects.
	 Stay tuned for more updates, and 
RGJ! Is thankful to all who was a part 
of this unforgettable night!
To listen or purchase the songs, visit 
www.RockGrooveandJam.com.
Follow RockGrooveJam on Facebook, 
LinkedIn, IG, and TikTok.

fices, and even a radio station, the 
structure has served as a corner-
stone of Washington, NC. “When 
we bought the building in 2016, it 
had been left empty for about ten 
years,” the owner recalled. “The 
roofs were gone, and it was in re-
ally sad shape. But we wanted to 
bring it back to its original glory 
and add some pretty décor.” They 
did just that employing local de-
signers, the restoration is a testa-
ment to the owner’s commitment 
to preserving the building’s histori-
cal integrity. The Art Deco features, 
including the tall ceilings, panel-
ing, and symmetrical lines, have 
been meticulously preserved, while 
the furniture, all made in North 
Carolina, adds a touch of modern 
elegance.
	 The Hackney’s appeal extends 
beyond its stunning architecture 
and design. The restaurant’s menu, 
crafted by a talented James Beard-
nominated executive chef, Jamie 
Davis, is a culinary masterpiece. 
“We did it as a team rather than 
just build something and then try 
to get people in and out. That’s not 
what I wanted to do. I wanted to 
help somebody be great, to be hon-
est, who was ready to be great.”
	 That vision has been realized in 
the restaurant’s menu, which fea-
tures innovative dishes that show-
case Chef Jamie’s creativity and 
skill. The grit croutons are a deli-
cious example of the innovation, 
they truly took me over the edge. A 
warm and flavorful addition to the 
locally sourced Caesar salad, the 
grit crouton alone, I found to be 
award-winning.
	 Beyond the food, The Hackney 
also boasts a distillery, a passion 
project of the owner and her team. 
The distillery produces a range of 
gins, including the popular 1000 
Piers gin, as well as seasonal offer-
ings like cranberry and Christmas 
flavored gins. “We worked on the 
recipe for our original 1000 Piers 
gin for about three years,” the own-
er shared. The result is a collection 

of gins that are as unique and fla-
vorful as the restaurant itself. 
	 The Hackney is more than just a 
restaurant; it’s an experience. It’s 
a place where history, hospital-
ity, and culinary innovation come 
together to create something truly 
special. Whether you’re a local 
resident or a visitor to Little Wash-
ington, or as Chef Jamie calls it ‘the 
original Washington,’ The Hackney 
is a must-visit destination. “We’re 
excited about the future of Hack-
ney,” Susanne shared. “We’re com-
mitted to creating a place where 
people can come together to enjoy 
good food, good drinks, and good 
company.”
	 The Hackney is pure elevated 
Americana, with soulful flavors 
and a warm environment. The 
historic preservation guidelines 
have ensured that the original 
hallways and door facades will be 
maintained, adding to the unique 
charm of the building. Delicious 
and inspiring, The Hackey displays 
the power of vision, passion, and 
community. It’s a place where the 
past meets the present, and where 
every meal is a celebration of North 
Carolina heritage and local flavor.

sa Jones, alongside her husband 
Milton, sought to have the site 
recognized by the National Park 
Service’s Network to Freedom. 
“They didn’t want to hear what my 
grandmother told me, they wanted 
proof,” Jones explained. “We used 
primary source documents in all 
our research. We had a dedication 
in six months.” This dedication to 
historical accuracy and community 
engagement has propelled the mu-
seum’s success.
	 Washington, North Carolina, 
strategically situated on the banks 
of the Tar River and Pamlico 
Sound, played a pivotal role in the 
Underground Railroad. The river, 
stretching hundreds of miles of 
navigable water, served as a crucial 
escape route. As the second larg-
est port in North Carolina after 
Wilmington, Washington became a 
“freedom seeker paradise.”
The area’s history is deeply in-
tertwined with the institution of 
slavery. With approximately 140 
plantations in the vicinity, includ-
ing the sprawling Elmwood Plan-
tation, built circa 1820 entirely 
by enslaved labor, the town bore 
witness to the stark realities of the 
era. Elmwood, at its height, held 
119 enslaved individuals. Washing-
ton at one time hosted four slave 
markets and was surrounded by 
vast stretches of woods, providing 
both opportunity and danger for 
those seeking freedom. “It could 
take up to 10 people to get you on 
a ship,” Jones explained, highlight-
ing the collaborative nature of the 
Underground Railroad. “Literally, 
people helping people. Abolition-
ists were all colors.” From its hum-
ble beginnings as a walking tour, 
the museum has now welcomed 
visitors from all 50 states and 47 
countries. “Give us the dignity of 
telling our stories, our history,” 
Jones implores, emphasizing the 
importance of preserving and shar-
ing these crucial narratives.
	 The museum’s exhibits shed light 
on the bravery of individuals like 
Sarah Keys, who challenged segre-

gation on interstate bus travel, and 
Hull Anderson, who purchased his 
own freedom and became a suc-
cessful international businessman. 
Visitors can also learn about the 
contributions of key figures in the 
abolitionist movement, including 
Thomas Garrett, known for provid-
ing shoes to fleeing slaves, Thomas 
Welch the grape farmer, Benjamin 
Lundy, William Still, and the cou-
rageous “Black Jacks.”
	 The museum also notes the his-
torical significance of Booker T. 

Washington’s 1910, visit in Wilm-
ington, North Carolina, connecting 
the struggles of the past to the on-
going pursuit of equality.
	 The Washington Waterfront 
Underground Railroad Museum 
stands as a powerful reminder of 
the resilience of the human spirit 
and the enduring fight for freedom. 
It’s a testament to the power of 
community, and a vital resource for 
understanding a crucial chapter in 
American history.

KILL IT AS THE ROOT
	 Yesterday’s sermon, entitled, “Whose List is This,” looked at a biblical 
depiction of self-induced stress resulting in resentment. Pastor broke it 
down into a formula. “Your expectations plus others’ limitations minus 
grace is a recipe for resentment.” I can make it even simpler: give your-
self a break. The text was Luke 10:38-42. It’s a very familiar story. Jesus 
and company go to Bethany and are invited by Martha to hold their 
gathering at the home she shares with her sister Mary. There were prob-
ably thirteen in their party so hosting them was a really big deal. We’re 
talking more than a few tuna sandwiches and some chips.
	 Once Jesus arrived, while Martha was working in the kitchen, Mary sat 
at Jesus’s feet, listening to him teach. Martha felt it wasn’t fair that while 
she slaved away, Mary got to sit and listen. She became so resentful that 
she went to Jesus and “requested” he tell Mary to get up and help her. 
Jesus refused, saying Mary was exactly where she should be under the 
circumstances. 
	 I use this example to describe a situation that most of us have been 
in at some time or the other. Martha became resentful that Mary had a 
different priority. Doing all this “getting ready” was Martha’s idea. She 
assumed Mary would help. Mary saw a chance to sit with Jesus, listen 
to him teach, in her home. This didn’t happen every day.  Martha saw 
a gathering of important guests who would need to be fed. Mary saw an 
opportunity to feed her soul. Apply the formula: Martha’s expectations 
plus Mary’s limitations minus grace was a recipe for resentment. And 
after Jesus refused to chastise Mary, I’m sure Martha was embarrassed 
and fire-cracker hot. The work still had to be done, and she was left to do 
it alone.
	 Martha, like many of us, created a stressful situation for herself and 
when others involved had a different reaction creating an unexpected 
outcome, she became resentful. I have done the same thing for much of 
my life. I felt that to justify my existence I had to be everything to every-
body. To be loved, or even tolerated, I had to do more, demand less, and 
smile no matter what. One weekend during the summer of 2007 we were 
working on a bid for a large construction project. That weekend, every 
other employee was taken to a conference that was going to have enter-
tainment, games, fun. I wasn’t even asked to go. It was taken for granted 
that I would remain at the office to ensure the bid was completed. To 
make it worst, several co-workers called me to tell me of the fun they 
were having. It sounded like gloating to me. Back then, I wasn’t physi-
cally able to stand or walk for more than a few minutes at a time so I’m 
sure even if asked I would have volunteered to stay home to work but no-
body even asked. It took more than a decade for the resentment to dissi-
pate. The hurt festered and was just another layer of prickly thorns that 
brought me to the decision to leave my home, family and friends when 
given the opportunity to move to North Carolina. You know the saying, 
“Everywhere you go, there you are?” I still felt the ache of what I saw as 
abuse by those who claimed to love me. It took much self-reflection to 
admit that none of that was their fault. No one was out to hurt me. They 
loved me in their own way. I believe we teach people how to treat us. We 
even teach them how to hurt us. It’s like walking into traffic and blaming 
the driver of the car that hits you. The car and driver were doing what 
was appropriate for the time and space. You were out of place and ex-
pected others to adjust.
	 Stress is said to have roots in several perspectives:
	 	 The fear of missing out
	 	 Perfectionism and high expectations
	 	 Pressure to please others
	 	 Validation of self-worth; fishing for compliments
	 The common root of resentment is unmet expectations or perceived 
injustices. It is said that this can stem from:
	 	 Unresolved conflicts
	 	 Feeling undervalued or unappreciated due to lack of acknowledge-
ment or recognition
	 	 Unbalanced give-and-take
	 	 Unexpressed emotions
	 I definitely felt it was my responsibility to please others even to my 
own detriment. I’m sure I could have nipped this situation in the bud if 
I had expressed my displeasure when it first happened. In other words, 
the causes of my pain were the consequences of my prioritizing being 
agreeable over being honest. It took me getting old to learn to say no. It 
took even longer to learn to say no without explanation or justification.
	 I thank God I have lived to get old.
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OKO AKA RECOGNIZED AT 
MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL 

CONFERENCE 

By: Ms. Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 The Omega Kappa Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated, achieved remarkable success at the 
72nd Mid-Atlantic Regional Awards held in Richmond, 
Virginia. Representing Harnett County, the chapter was 
honored with the prestigious 2024 Best of the Best Award 
in the Membership Reports category. This accolade recog-
nizes the chapter’s outstanding efforts in maintaining accu-
rate and comprehensive membership records, showcasing 
their commitment to organizational excellence.
	 Furthermore, the chapter received high praise for their 
ingenuity and artistic flair in designing a captivating dis-
play featuring a rocketship. This symbolic representation 
embodied the chapter’s unwavering passion for service 
and their enthusiastic readiness to take on new challenges. 
The rocketship, with its visual imagery of soaring to new 
heights, perfectly captured the chapter’s dynamic spirit and 
their unwavering dedication to making a positive impact in 
their community and beyond. OKO is “fired up and ready to 
soar.”

MRS. MINNIE TURNS 100!
	 Born on March 15, 1925, in Raleigh, NC, at St. Augus-
tine Hospital, Minnie B. Holden is known for her warmth, 
resilience, and generosity. She is a caring soul who always 
puts her family first. At age 16, she married Elward Hold-
en (Monk), and together they raised ten children, creating 
a home filled with love and laughter.
	 Minnie became—and still is—a cornerstone of her com-
munity, volunteering and offering support to those in 
need. As a grandmother to twenty-three grandchildren, a 
host of great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchil-
dren, she continues to pass on life lessons and cherish 
traditions.
	 As she turns 100, we joyfully celebrate her life’s journey, 
the impact she’s made, and the many memories yet to 
come.
	 Happy 100th Birthday, Minnie B. Holden!

NETTIE BRYANT 
CELEBRATES 99TH

	 Mrs. Nettie Bryant celebrated 
her 99th birthday surrounded by 
relatives and church members on 
a warm Saturday afternoon. Rev. 
Dorwin Howard, pastor of First 
Cosmopolitan Baptist Church in 
Raleigh, read a resolution from the 
church along with two others from 
the National Newspaper Publishers 
Association and the Louisiana Legis-
lature.  Mrs. Bryant is the wife of Dr. 
John H. Bryant and mother of Pat 
Bryant of New Orleans and Jackson-
ville, Florida.

ROOTS TO RESILIENCE: REMEMBERING BLACK RALEIGH

By: Ms. Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 The North Carolina State Archives’ audio-visual collection presented highlights from Raleigh’s Black history on 
March 6th. Roots to Resilience: Remembering Black Raleigh was a powerful presentation featuring historical foot-
age, photographs, and audio recordings that showcased the significant contributions and experiences of Black resi-
dents in Raleigh over time.
With trivia, impactful images, and fascinating facts, this presentation was very eye-opening and encouraging. Know-
ing our past is essential for navigating our future in wise and insightful ways, Rebecca Stubbs of the State Archives 
did an excellent job of highlighting and displaying things North Carolinians should know. 
	 The highlight for me was learning about John H. Baker Sr and John H. Baker Jr., both were giants in Wake Coun-
ty law enforcement. This meant a lot to me because Coach John Baker III was my gym coach at Southeast Raleigh 
Highschool. He echoed the excellence of these extraordinary men who came before him in all of our interactions.
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	 RALEIGH, NC, March 13, 2025 - 
Rodgers Global Leadership Con-
sortium, an organizational growth 
and development company, hosted 
a successful Leadership Brunch 
today from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM. 
The event was sponsored by Office 
Evolution Raleigh and SHAR Re-
search and Evaluation Group, LLC. 
This event was a great way to start 
Women’s History Month. 
	 Founded by LaShawnda Rodg-
ers, MBA, PMP, CSM, Rodgers 
Global Leadership Consortium 
uses data, technology, consulting, 
and coaching to reduce turnover, 
increase retention, and create more 
equitable, sustainable workplaces 
that foster growth, innovation, 
and sustainability. LaShawnda is a 
founder, Workplace Growth Strat-
egist, Speaker, and Leadership 
Coach. 
	 The brunch began with a warm 

Rodgers Global Leadership Brunch

welcome and introductions, fol-
lowed by a keynote speech by Shel-
ley Kelly, an SBA and SBTDC Busi-
ness Counselor. Shelley is also a 
business consultant, musician, and 
entrepreneur. Sponsored by the 
SBTDC, Kelly’s session focused on 
the importance of having a leader-
ship brand and defining what that 
means. Attendees participated in 
activities designed to help them 
discover and define their unique 
leadership brands.
	 JenDina Bowers, founder of Sky 
Infiniti and a Workplace Culture 
Consultant and Social Activist, 
delivered a blazing talk on Sustain-
able Leadership: Impact of DEI on 
Work Culture. Bowers’ discussion 
provided strategies for creating 
an equitable, diverse environment 
where everyone feels supported. 
She also addressed how biases and 
environments shape our view of the 

workplace and offered solutions for 
self-examination and understand-
ing others’ perspectives.
	 The brunch featured a phe-
nomenal menu and facilitated 
community conversations. The 
event concluded with a leadership 
self-assessment and growth plan 
activity led by LaShawnda Rodgers. 
This activity allowed attendees to 
assess areas such as personal vi-
sion, coaching, time management, 
and communication strategies, and 
to identify opportunities for future 
growth and development. Attend-
ees left the event with a clear action 
plan and metrics to validate and 
hold them accountable for reach-
ing their milestones. They also 
received certificates and credits for 
the event that can be utilized for 
continuing education and profes-
sional development units.
	 Photos: Mathias Bishop

Fabric Of The Community Honorees For 2025 Announced
	 The Onslow Civic Affairs Commit-
tee has selected A husband-and-wife 
couple and three impressive citizens 
who contributed to the betterment 
of Onslow County to be honored as 
part of the Fabric of Our Community 
for 2025.
	 The Onslow Civic Affairs Commit-
tee receives nominations yearly and 
selects individuals for the award. 
This award is rooted in the recogni-
tion of the profound impact of the 
Beirut bomb blast in 1983, which 
resulted in many of our fellow resi-
dents being killed or injured while 
deployed in Lebanon. Many believed 
this event tore the fabric of our com-
munity. It also highlighted the deep 
connections between our civilian 
and military communities, making 
the loss all the more devastating.
	 The Civic Affairs Committee’s 
mission is to improve civic educa-
tion and engagement in the county, 
and the Fabric of Our Community 
honors allow more people to under-
stand the power of civic actions to 
improve our community’s civic in-
frastructure.
	 Named for this year’s class are:
ADAM AND ANNIE MATTOCKS 

(POSTHUMOUSLY) 

	 He was famously a pilot aboard 
the B-52 that crashed near Golds-
boro in 1961 carrying two nuclear 
bombs that were always ready as the 
Cold War was underway. He later 
became a supporter of equal rights 
and was active in community affairs 
as well as economic development 
activities of Jacksonville and Onslow 
County. She was a long-time teacher 
at Jacksonville High School where 
she was associated with the legend-
ary plays and musicals and served 
to advance equal rights in the com-
munity and state. She was active in 
political efforts and advancing art 
outside the school.

RETIRED MAJOR IKE 
JOHNSON

ried to Annette, and they have two 
children. Throughout his Marine 
career, he held various roles, in-
cluding Machine Gunner, Drill 
Instructor, and Military Police-
man. During Operations Desert 
Storm and Desert Shield, he man-
aged the most extensive field mess 
in Marine Corps history. After 
retirement, he returned to On-
slow County as Vice President of 
Military Food Services East Coast 
Operations for Sodexo, overseeing 
32 mess halls and 1,200 employ-
ees while prioritizing local hiring. 
Since 2010, he has served as Presi-
dent and CEO of Magnanimous 
Community Mentoring, which sup-
ports youth and families in Onslow 
County Schools. Part of this service 
involves one-on-one mentoring 
for youth who may be troubled in 
Onslow schools and working with 
their families. The program has 
received a BASES award from On-
slow County Schools.

PAULA REDICK
	 Paula Redick is an Onslow Coun-
ty native who has been a staple 
community member and a strong 
advocate for local nonprofits and 
interests that improve our commu-
nity. For 27 years, she has served 
on the Onslow Women’s Center 
board, helping to shepherd the 
Dancing With The Stars fundraiser, 
adding economic stability to the es-
sential operation that assists fami-
lies dealing with domestic violence. 
A longtime United Way Board of 

	 Retired Major Ike Johnson, 
USMC, is a dedicated man of ac-
tion. He joined the Marine Corps 
in 1972 and served for nearly 27 
years, rising from Private to Ma-
jor. He earned bachelor’s degrees 
in psychology and criminal justice 
and a master’s degree in human 
resource management. Ike is mar-

Directors member, she works with 
the Vine and Dine event, the Com-
munity Investment Committee, 
and has served as the Treasurer. 
An active member of the Jackson-
ville Rotary Club since 2001, she 
has served as president and contin-
ues to volunteer her time. She is a 
past Jacksonville-Onslow Chamber 
of Commerce “Woman of the Year.”

JOHN O. AND SUSAN 
STEVENSON

	 John O. and Susan Stevenson 
have used philanthropy to support 
programs that assist children dur-
ing Christmas and save animals 
in need, among other endeavors. 
John passed away in 2017, and Su-
san has continued his commitment 
to enhancing our community. Su-

san Stevenson is the current chair 
of the Caring Communities Foun-
dation Board of Advisors, which 
aims to establish funding mecha-
nisms to sustain worthy causes. 
Additionally, she volunteers at 
Christmas Cheer during distri-
bution, helping to facilitate the 
process. Their passion for animals 
extends from their business activi-
ties to their personal philanthropy, 
advancing organizations and ef-
forts that promote the humane 
treatment of animals.
	 The awards were inspired by the 
devastation of our community and 
the tear in the fabric of our com-
munity after the huge loss of life 
associated with the Beirut Bombing 
of 1983. The Onslow Civic Affairs 

Committee elected to honor those 
who had represented our commu-
nity’s strength and made signifi-
cant contributions to what makes 
our community great.
	 The Onslow County Civic Affairs 
Committee was formed in 1999 
and carries on the legacy of the 
Jacksonville Civic Affairs Commit-
tee, which was formed in 1990 and 
dissolved to create the county-wide 
committee. The Committee serves 
to advance civic education and 
provides several observances and 
commemorations, such as the an-
nual Patriot Day-9/11 Observance, 
Freedom Fountain Observance, 
and Juneteenth Educational Ob-
servance as well as the Fabric of 
Our Community honors.
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Practical Biblical Principles

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

	 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

THE WAR WITHIN ME
Read: Romans 7:13-21

By: John L. Caldwell, Pastor
New Jerusalem Baptist Cathedral
	 It was shortly after Jesus had 
turned the water into wine at the 
wedding, that He announced the 
start of His earthly ministry. He 
stood up in His synagogue there in 
Galilee, reading from the Prophet 
Isaiah (61:1) and spoke powerful 
words of comfort for those souls 
who were spiritually and physi-
cally hurting, needing relief, but 
not knowing how to find it.
	 A part of His exhortation includ-
ed these words, “I come to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and 
open the prison to those who are 
bound.” These particular words 
describe individuals who are fight-
ing an ugly war within themselves 
and not talking about letting peo-
ple out of a physical prison, but a 
spiritual one.
	 This is a war of the flesh against 
the spirit. Here we are not talking 
necessarily about sexual desires 
but about allowing the fleshly part 
of us rule or control that forgot-
ten spiritual part of us. For an 
example, on Sunday mornings 
when the body wants to stay in 
bed, the spiritual part of us wants 
to go to church and worship God. 
Another example is when the flesh 
is tempted to tell a lie and the 
spiritual part of us says. “Don’t do 
that!” The fleshly part of us wants 
to break God’s law on Sunday and 
go to a sporting event instead of 
worship service. The name of the 
game is which one of the warring 
forces will win. “There are two 
forces within me, one that I love 
and one that I hate, but the one I 
feed will be the one which domi-
nates.” (Pastor David Jeremiah).
	 God does not want His children 
to live under a heavy hand, but live 
holy lives. Being free from the in-
side out, so to speak.

CLOSE TO JESUS
By: Dr. Derrick L. Sauls

	 James 4:8, “Draw nigh to God, 
and He will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; 
and purify your hearts, ye double-
minded.”
	 James speaks about worldliness 
and pride, issues still relevant 
today. He reminds us how to get 
close to God. James witnessed 
firsthand the betrayal of those 
who walked with Jesus—Judas and 
Peter. Ironically, Jesus personally 
invited both into a close relation-
ship with Him. Today, I want to 
outline three key points about this 
relationship. First, we all will have 
a “come to Jesus” moment. Sec-
ond, how will we respond when He 
brings us out? Third, as Rev. Tim-
othy Wright’s song asks, “Who’s 
on the Lord’s Side?”
	 1. A Come to Jesus Moment
	 Now more than ever, it is criti-
cal to be close to Jesus. Many 
are watching the news in fear, 
uncertain about the future. Some 
feel helpless, while others are so 
successful that they’ve forgotten 
about their need for Jesus. Even 
in church, some have grown skep-
tical. “It doesn’t take all that to 
serve Jesus,” they say. Yet, when 
sickness hits, death knocks, or fi-
nancial troubles come, suddenly, 
we realize our need for Him.

	 If the devil can’t fully control 
you from the outside, using your 
eyes to tempt you, he will then join 
you on the inside. This is where 
the war begins. The enemy will 
bring many battles to us on the in-
side of our hearts and heads.
	 God’s Ten Commandments are 
still  active and have not been 
done away with. He sends us help 
through and by the Holy Spirit be-
cause we have an adversary, going 
about like a roaring lion seeking 
whom he may devour (Peter 5:8).
	 St. Paul was well acquainted 
with spiritual battles on the in-
side which are often hidden and 
not seen from the outside. Like 
the ole folks would sing, “Nobody 
knows the trouble I see! Who 
could tell you about Paul when 
he was actively healing a lot of 
people, whether or not he was 
also fighting a spiritual war within 
himself at this same time. One can 
never know what is going on with 
people when we see them from 
the outside. This is one reason we, 
as Christians should try to Greek 
people with an encouragement 
“Hello.”
	 Paul was so honest with himself 
during his ministry. He admitted 
some of his inside struggles to 
the church in order to edify it and 
build it up spiritually. Paul was 
teaching that sin was producing 
death in him (Romans 7:13). “For 
we know that the law is spiritual 
that (coming from God).” And I 
am carnal.  When God created 
man out of dirt, man was made a 
carnal being. Carnal here does not 
describe someone who is unsaved, 
but someone who is saved and still 
battles the flesh. When God blew 
His breathe in man, man also be-
came a spiritual being. The devil 
is not allowed to have access to the 
spiritual part of us, but he is al-
lowed to have access to the fleshly 
(carnal) side of us that we may be 

	 Life has a way of forcing us into 
a come-to-Jesus-moment. When 
everything falls apart, we must 
decide whether we will draw near 
to Him or continue to rely on our 
own strength. The reality is clear—
there is no safer place than being 
close to Jesus.
	 2. How Will You Respond?
	 When we cry out, Jesus shows 
up. He moves in ways we never 
expect, making a way where there 
was none. If you have a heart of 
praise, a spirit of prayer, and faith 
in His power, He will deliver. 
As He did before, He will do it 
again—not just for you, but for 
your family, for the generations 
before you, and for those who 
come after.
	 Do you see how God works? 
John 1:1 reminds us that “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” Faith without works is 
dead. Even in darkness, there is 
light. Even in trials, there is grace 
and mercy. The question is, will 
you allow the Word to mold and 
shape you? Will you truly work for 
Him? The time is now to get on 
the Lord’s side and draw closer to 
Him.
	 3. Who’s on the Lord’s Side?
	 Even those closest to Jesus, like 
Judas and Peter, struggled. Judas 
betrayed Him for money and later 

tested in our commitment to God 
(Romans 7:14).
	 Paul continues to testify,  “I 
don’t understand myself at all, for 
I really want to do what is right, 
but I can’t. I do what I don’t want 
to do-what I hate. I know per-
fectly well that what I am doing 
is wrong, and my bad conscience 
proves that I agree with these laws 
I am breaking. But I can’t help my-
self because I am no longer doing 
it. It is the sin inside of me that is 
stronger than I am that makes me 
do these evil things (Romans 7:15-
17).”
	 I know I am rotten through and 
through so far as my old sinful na-
ture is concerned. No matter which 
way I turn I can’t make myself do 
right. I want to but I can’t. When 
I want to do good, I don’t; And 
when I try not to do wrong, I do it 
anyway. Now if I am doing what I 
don’t want to, it is plain where the 
trouble is: sin still has me in its 
evil grasp (Romans 7:18-20).
	 Oh, what a terrible predicament 
I am in. That old nature that is 
within me still loves to sin. Who 
will free me from my slavery to 
this deadly lower nature?
	 Paul sees victory through his 
faith and trust in Jesus Christ while 
in the middle of the war within 
himself. Thank God! It has been 
done by Jesus Christ our Lord. He 
has set me free (Romans 7:24).
	 To make a long story short, 
there is no way under heaven we 
can win such a struggle within 
ourselves without the spiritual 
aide of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
	 When you walk through a storm 
walk and hold your head up high 
and don’t be afraid of the dark 
storms within. Jesus is there walk-
ing by your side, if not carrying 
you. Forget the sins which may 
come, Jesus will also wash them 
away with the storm.

regretted it when it was too late. 
Peter denied Him but repented, 
grew stronger, and became one of 
the boldest preachers of the Gos-
pel.
	 Many of us have had moments 
where we failed to stand for Je-
sus. When asked, “Do you know 
Christ?” some look the other way. 
But as we get closer to Jesus, we 
must stand up and proclaim our 
faith. Peter went from denying Je-
sus to boldly preaching on the Day 
of Pentecost (Acts 2:1). Likewise, 
we must move from fearful believ-
ers to bold prayer warriors and 
workers for the Lord.
	 Lastly, Draw Near to Jesus
	 Look at your life—who put food 
on your table? Who gave you shel-
ter? Who protected you? It was 
Jesus. How can we get closer to 
Him? By surrendering to the Holy 
Spirit, letting Him guide our lives, 
and declaring that Jesus saves.
	 Where do you stand today? Are 
you close to Jesus? Tomorrow is 
not promised. We must work while 
it is day because the night is com-
ing when no one can work. So, I 
ask you, who’s on the Lord’s side? 
Draw close to Him today!
	 Please  v is i t  our  website  at 
https://www.lincolnparkchurch.
com/ for sermons and other infor-
mation regarding our ministry and 
community service.

	 The Conversation - I’m not sure 
when I first encountered the Seren-
ity Prayer, or when it first occurred 
to me to ask who wrote it. For much 
of my life it never occurred to me 
that prayers were the kind of things 
that people actually wrote down, es-
pecially something as popular as the 
Serenity Prayer: “God grant me the 
serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change, the courage to change the 
things I can, and the wisdom to tell 
the difference.”
	 This simple, powerful sentence has 
been reprinted on everything from 
key chains and coffee mugs to tattoos 
and tea towels. For many people, it 
is probably most closely associated 
with 12-step recovery programs such 
as Alcoholics Anonymous. There, the 
prayer serves as a reminder both of 
human limits and of the fact that they 
do not define us.
	 Originally, however, the prayer was 
written by the American theologian 
Reinhold Niebuhr. For him, it was 
a call to confront the realities of the 
world with courage – relying not on 
one’s own power but on God’s grace.
	 Christian realism
	 Over the years, the prayer has often 
been attributed to other Christian 
writers, including Thomas Aquinas, 
Augustine and Francis of Assisi. 
Many people might be surprised to 
discover that, far from being penned 
in an ancient European monastery, 
the Serenity Prayer was written less 
than a century ago in a cottage in 
western Massachusetts.
	 Niebuhr was born the son of a 
German American pastor in Wright 
City, Missouri. He became a pastor 
himself, serving a congregation in 
Detroit before moving to New York 
to teach at Union Theological Semi-
nary, where he gained recognition as 
a theologian, activist and social critic. 
His brother, H. Richard Niebuhr, also 
became a well-known ethicist and 
theologian, as did his sister Hulda.
	 Today, Reinhold Niebuhr is prob-
ably best known as a founder of 
“Christian realism.” As I describe 
in my book “The Niebuhr Brothers 
for Armchair Theologians,” it is an 

You’ve Likely Heard The Serenity 
Prayer − But Not Its Backstory

approach to ethics grounded in the 
insight that human beings are called 
to strive toward their highest moral 
ideals, while recognizing our inability 
to fully achieve them.
	 This idea is captured by the title of 
one of his best-known books, “Moral 
Man and Immoral Society.” There 
Niebuhr argued that, while individu-
als are sometimes capable of acting 
purely from love for others, groups 
are not. When human beings form 
collectives, those collectives are ul-
timately capable of acting only from 
self-interest.

Therefore, the most that can be ex-
pected from any society is not love 
but justice – which approximates, but 
never fulfills, the demands of love.
	 Over the years, Niebuhr’s thought 
became particularly influential in 
politics. His work was read and re-
spected by liberal politicians such 
as Arthur Schlesinger and Hubert 
Humphrey, who was vice president 
under Lyndon B. Johnson. Some of 
these admirers had little use for his 
religion, and even dubbed themselves 
“atheists for Niebuhr,” but they re-
spected and embraced his insights 
into society.
	 2 versions
	 How then did Niebuhr come to 
write this prayer?
	 His daughter, Elisabeth Sifton, 
recounts the story in her book “The 
Serenity Prayer.” She was a girl when 
Niebuhr first composed the lines for 
a worship service near their sum-
mer home in Heath, Massachusetts. 
Later, as she tells it, he contributed a 
version to a prayer book for soldiers 
being shipped off to fight in World 
War II, and from there it eventually 
migrated to Alcoholics Anonymous.
	 Niebuhr did not believe that 
prayers should be copyrighted, she 
writes, and never profited from its 
popularity – though friends would 
gift him with examples of Serenity 
Prayer kitsch, such as wood carvings 
and needlework.
	 Yet the best-known version of the 
prayer is not quite the version that 
Niebuhr originally wrote. According 

to Sifton, his first version read, “God, 
give us the grace to accept with seren-
ity the things that cannot be changed, 
the courage to change the things that 
should be changed, and the wisdom 
to distinguish the one from the oth-
er.”
	 The differences between the two 
versions are subtle but significant, 
emphasizing themes that were central 
to Niebuhr’s thought. He did not sim-
ply pray for serenity, but for grace. 
He did not pray for courage to change 
what can be changed, but only for 
what should be changed.
	 And crucially, it is not an individual 
prayer, but collective: “grant us,” not 
“grant me.” Niebuhr believed that 
while the highest moral achievements 
could be attained only by individu-
als, constructive social change was 
possible only by working together for 
justice.
	 ‘Saved by hope’
	 The Serenity Prayer in all of its 
forms rests on Niebuhr’s hard-won 
sense of history’s tragic dimension, 
borne of his experience of two world 
wars and a global depression. He 
recognized that even the most coura-
geous actions are not guaranteed to 
succeed.
	 But Niebuhr was no fatalist and 
did not believe uncertainty was a 
reason not to act. On the contrary, he 
believed that as human beings we are 
obligated to enter the fray of social 
conflict – not with an arrogant sense 
of our own superiority, but with a 
humble recognition of our limits.
	 As he wrote elsewhere: “Nothing 
worth doing can be achieved in our 
lifetime; therefore we must be saved 
by hope. Nothing true or beautiful 
or good makes complete sense in 
any immediate context of history; 
therefore we must be saved by faith. 
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can 
be accomplished alone; therefore we 
must be saved by love.”
	 In the end, for Niebuhr, it is God’s 
grace that determines the final course 
of history, rather than our own ac-
tions – enabling us to accept the real-
ity that the outcomes of our actions 
are often out of our hands.

	 Former city Alderman Virginia 
Kimbrough Newell died the morn-
ing of March 14th. She was 107 
years old. She was known for being 
a mathematics professor and the 
founder of the computer science pro-
gram at Winston-Salem State Uni-
versity, and aretired from the uni-
versity as a professor emeritus.  She 
and Vivian H. Burke, became the 
first Black women to be elected to 
Winston-Salem, NC City Council. 
She represented the East Ward. Dur-
ing her 16-year tenure, she worked 
tirelessly for better housing, racial 
unity and economic independence.
	 Virginia K. Newell was born on 
Oct. 7, 1917, in Advance, NC, one of 
nine Children. Her father, a builder, 
had the right to vote despite it being 
the Jim Crow Era, because he had a 
white ancestor. Both of her parents 
had studied at Shaw University. 
Virginia learned arithmetic helping 
her father in his measurements, and 
won a mathematics competition in 
elementary school. 
	 Her family sent her away to live 
with a great aunt, so that she could 
obtain a better education at NCs 
Atkins High School. There, she 
learned mathematics from teachers 
Togo West and Beatrice Armstead, 
earning straight A’s and becoming 
a teacher’s assistant. After gradu-
ating in 1936, She chose to major 
in mathematics at Talladega Col-
lege, a Historically black college in 
Alabama. She later earned a master’s 
degree from New York University, 
and took courses from the University 
of Wisconsin, Atlanta University, 

University of Chicago, and NC State 
College. She completed a doctor-
ate in education at the University of 
Sarasota in 1976.
	 Dr. Newell, post-college, returned 
to Atkins High School as a math-
ematics teacher. There, in 1943, she 
married George Newell, who had 
been her biology teacher at the same 
school. They both taught at several 
institutions in Atlanta and Raleigh, 
NC, including Washington Graded 
and High School, John W. Ligon 
Senior High School, and Shaw Uni-
versity, where Dr. Newell as an asso-
ciate professor of mathematics from 
1960 to 1965.
	 In 1965, they both settled at Win-
ston-Salem State University, where 
Virginia Newell became a mathemat-
ics professor. She chaired the mathe-
matics department at the university, 
and helped bring computers to the 
school, and founded the computer 
science program. She also spear-
headed several initiatives for middle 
school students, including the Math 
and Science Academy of Excellence, 
the New Directions for our Youth 
Program, and the Best Choice Center 
for after-school education. She was a 
co-founder and president of the NC 
Council of Teachers on Mathematics.
	 In 1980, Newell became one of the 
coauthors of “Black Mathematicians 
and their Works” with Joella Gip-
son, L. Waldo Rich, and Beauregard 
Stubblefield, Dorrance & Co., the 
first book to highlight the contribu-
tions of African American mathema-
ticians. Dr. Newell retired after 20 
years of service at Winston-Salem 

State as professor emerita.
	 Dr. Newell was also active in the 
Civil Rights Movement in the 1960s, 
spreading awareness both on the 
Shaw University campus, as well as 
the greater Raleigh, NC community. 
As part of the 1972 US Presidential 
Campaign, she was co-chair of the 
Shirley Chisholm Campaign in North 
Carolina. Newell was later involved 
with organizing local ward outreach 
in the East Ward for Barack Obama 
during his presidential campaigns. 
She also voted and connected di-
rectly with Kamala Harris during the 
2024 US Presidential election, via 
zoom and maintained written corre-
spondence.
	 Winston-Salem NC Mayor Joines 
said, “Dr. Newell was a dynamic and 
dedicated public leader.  She pushed 
for economic development for East 
Winston and the city of Winston-
Salem, including projects such as the 
East Winston Shopping Center.   She 
was also a strong champion of hu-
man rights.    She has left a lasting 
legacy of bettering our community, 
especially the East Winston commu-
nity she loved.  I will personally miss 
her”. 
	 On October 7, 2022, Newell cel-
ebrated her 105th birthday at Salem 
Lake Marina Center and was hon-
ored with the city naming the event 
center the “Dr. Virginia K. Newell 
Room.” The City of Winston-Salem 
has also honored her by naming 
the greenway trail that runs along 
Brushy Fork from Waterworks Road 
to Old Greensboro Road, the Newell-
Massey Greenway.

Former Winston-Salem Alderman 
Virginia K. Newell Dies, Age 107
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ATTENTION:  MBE’s & WBE’s
BID REQUEST-BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY

Attention MBEs & WBEs-Barnhill Contracting Company is 
requesting bids from any interested firms for the following 
project: NCDOT Contract: #DA00617 Bertie & Martin County 
– Milling, Widening, Resurfacing, Shoulder Reconstruction, 
Sinusoidal Rumble Strips & Paving Markings on NC 11 and 
NC 903 in Bertie and Martin Counties. Pre-Bid Meeting is 
on Thursday, April 3rd, 2025 at 10:00 AM.  This meeting will 
be held virtually utilizing conference call and online meeting 
tools.  Please contact Jimmy Spivey at the number below 
for meeting details.  This project bids on April 16th, 2025 and 
includes opportunities on, but not limited to Hauling, Traffic 
Control, Erosion Control, Pavement Markings, Pavement 
Markers, Milling and Milled Rumble Strips. Bids are due to 
James Spivey no later than 12:00 P.M. on Tuesday April 15th, 
2025. 
Plans can be viewed in our office (please call to schedule) or 
on the NCDOT website: https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/
pages/division1letting.aspx
Attn: James Spivey at (252)335-9503.     

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
“The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises 
will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award. In accordance with other related 
nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and contractors will 
also not be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, age, 
disability, low-income level, creed/religion, or limited English 
proficiency in consideration for an award.”

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE subcontractors and suppliers 
for the following projects that bid for NCDOT:
Bid Date:  03/26/2025 at 2:00 PM 
Project: Replace Bridge #168 Over Briery Run in Lenoir 
County (Division 2)
Plans and specifications are available for inspection at the 
following locations:   TA Loving Company, NC DOT Division 
office.  
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, asphalt paving, striping, traffic control, earthwork, ero-
sion control, seeding, and linework.
Please contact Justin E. Hill at our office as soon as pos-
sible if you are interested in submitting a proposal on any 
portion(s) of this project.  Quotes may be emailed to Justin E. 
Hill - jehill@taloving.com. All quotations will be accepted up 
to the bid closing time of the bid date. Our address, phone 
number, and fax number is as follows.  
T. A. Loving Company PO Box 919 Goldsboro, NC 27533 
919-734-8400 (phone) 919-736-2148 (fax).

TA Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity Employer

M/WBE WANTED
Project: Town of Burnsville, NC
	 Burnsville East Main Interceptor Improvements ARPA  
	 (SRP-W-ARP-0143)
	 Bid Date: Tuesday April 8th 2025 @ 2:00pm
	 Prices Needed by: (Friday) April 4, 2025 @ 11:00 AM
We are bidding the above project as a prime contractor. We are in-
viting quotations from M/WBE contractor/supplier firms that might 
be interested.
Possible subcontracting opportunities are: Manhole Rehab, 
Pavement & Concrete Repair,Traffic Control, and Erosion Control 
(Stream Bypass, Silt Fence and Silt Fence Outlet) and Clearing & 
Grubbing (The work can be broken down or combined into eco-
nomically feasible units to facilitate participation).
Plans and Specifications are available at:
Electronic Plans available via link at no cost:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/sdm67c87gao74odrgxzzu/AN
wuyMCCnSZDiO6Z9OveVgo?rlkey=mwdxk2snzj285gjipdfoaiusx 
&dl=0
Please call our office to obtain the information concerning this job 
at 912-458-3747 or direct inquires to cristy@cajenn.com. All sub-
contractors negotiations must be completed prior to the bid open-
ing date referenced above. Quotes must be received in our office 
by (Friday) April 4, 2025 @ 11:00 AM
CaJenn Construction will negotiate fairly with interested firms and 
will not reject any as unqualified without sound reason based on a 
thorough investigation of their capabilities. We will notify your firm 
if your bid is accepted for this project. M/WBE firms not selected 
for the work may contact CaJenn Construction for information 
why they were not selected. If you have not heard from us within 
seven (7) days following the bid date, please contact us and we 
will inform you of the status of your bid.
If you need assistance with obtaining bonding or insurance cov-
erage for the contract at issue, please let us know. CaJenn Con-
struction can also provide alternatives to bonding or insurance for 
M/WBEs. Bonds will not be required for this project.
If you need assistance with obtaining a loan, capital, lines of cred-
it, equipment, or joint pay agreements to secure loans, supplies or 
letters of credit, including waiving credit that is ordinarily required 
or if you need assistance in obtaining the same unit pricing with 
the Bidders/Participant’s suppliers as the Bidder/Participant, 
please contact us.
CaJenn Construction & Rehabilitation Services, Inc. will look at the 
possibility of a joint venture or partnership arrangement if needed.
CaJenn Construction & Rehabilitation Services, Inc. commits to 
a Quick Pay Commitment. All M/WBEs participating in the Con-
struction Contract will be paid within 20 Days after the Contractor 
confirms the MWBE’s work has been properly completed and/or 
accepted by the City’s Project Manager.
Please include a copy of MBE/WBE certifications with quotes.
Respectfully,
Cristy S. Jennings, President -
CaJenn Construction & Rehabilitation Services, Inc.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

Pipeline Utilities, Inc. (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Home, Banks, McBride Waterline 
Replacement project for the City of Graham which bids on 
March 26, 2025, at 2:00 PM.  Plans and specifications for this 
project are available at the following locations:  Pipeline Utili-
ties, Inc.; 2204-F Associate Drive; Raleigh, NC 27603 * City of 
Graham, Municipal Building; 201 South Main Street; Graham, 
NC 27253 * Alley, Williams, Carmen, & King, Inc.; 740 Chapel 
Hill Road; Burlington, NC 27216-1179.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, hauling, asphalt paving, striping, traf-
fic control, erosion control, seeding, linework, and flatwork. 
Please contact Dustin Downie (ddownie@pui-nc.com) if you 
are interested in submitting a proposal on any portion(s) of 
this project.  Contact via phone 919-772-4310; fax: 919-772-
3261; or email. All quotations will be accepted up to the bid 
closing time of the bid date. Pipeline Utilities, Inc. is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS
for the following job:

ECU Health Medical Center 
GLC Parking Lot Expansion

Project# 20240137	 Pitt Co.	 Bid Date: March 31st 
ECU Health Medical Center 

Main Visitors Parking Lot Expansion
Project # 20240138	 Pitt Co.	 Bid Date: March 31st

These projects may involve some or all of the following 
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and 

grub, trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete, 
fence and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities, 

signals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.  
Bids can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,
Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the 

bid date.

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ): Franklin County Schools 
has issued an RFQ for Professional Design Services to complete 
mechanical system renovations at multiple schools.
Interested firms shall submit a Statement of Qualifications on or 
before the following date and time: 04-14-2025 at 5:00 pm. For 
a complete RFQ with instructions, interested firms may visit our 
webpage at: https://www.fcschools.net under the community sec-
tion.

ATTENTION:  MBE’s & WBE’s
BID REQUEST-BARNHILL CONTRACTING COMPANY

Attention MBEs, WBEs, HUBs-Barnhill Contracting Company 
is requesting bids from any interested firms for the following 
project: Elizabeth City Street Resurfacing 2025.  Pre-Bid 
Meeting is on Friday, March 21st, 2025 at 10:00 AM.  This 
meeting will be held virtually utilizing conference call and 
online meeting tools.  Please contact Shannon Douglas at 
the number below for meeting details.  This project bids 
on March 27, 2025 and includes opportunities on, but not 
limited to Hauling, Milling, Pavement Markings, Adjustment 
of Valves/Manholes, Curb Ramps and Traffic Control.  Bids 
are due to Shannon Douglas no later than 12:00 P.M. on 
Wednesday March 26th, 2025. 
Plans can be viewed in our office (please call to schedule).
Attn: Shannon Douglas at (252)335-9503.     

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
“The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises 
will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award. In accordance with other related 
nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and contractors will 
also not be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, age, 
disability, low-income level, creed/religion, or limited English 
proficiency in consideration for an award.”

STEALING OTHERS LAND!
	 The history of America should have prepared us for the year 2025, but 
it didn’t. Many of us sat silently, thinking things would get better, and 
even those who marched, sang, and shouted the rote, continuing to hold 
up the blood-stained banner, forgot that Jesus made a promise: God is 
not mocked. Matthew, whatever we may experience, we reap what we 
sow. If we are willing to believe the Bible and read history, it can be eas-
ily perceived that the willfulness of a nation counteracts obedience. For 
being willful, we surely must disregard it weekly.
	 We see our nation’s leaders woefully confused about or determined to 
ignore who Donald Trump is and what he’s doing. Any man who, during 
his first campaign, mocked a differently-abled reporter, gleefully said 
he could shoot someone and get away with it, told the police to rough up 
those they arrested, and don’t guard their heads as they put them in the 
police car, should have been recognized as one who had no regard for 
civility, the Constitution, or the law. When he bragged about touching 
women inappropriately, not paying taxes, and praised his administra-
tion for Putin and other dictators, he should have been recognized as 
something different than what one would expect to set an example for 
or care about the children of our nation.
	 Yet, he has not been alone in his total disregard for what is right. This 
country has had leaders who have disregarded the acquisition of this 
country through overthrowing, and no attempts to admit or rectify its 
origins have ever been made. We cannot ignore the fact that we live not 
on borrowed land but on stolen land. What surprises us about the fact 
that this leader thinks he can acquire Canada as a state by creating a 
financial crisis? It is no different than the realtors in Southeast Raleigh 
who have acquired land and houses, built expensive houses, manipu-
lated tax values, and bought people out, uncaring about those who can’t 
afford their newly built apartments or houses.
	 Why does it surprise us that an atmosphere which disregards the te-
net to treat others as you would wish to be treated existed in this coun-
try? Did not those founding fathers, that we revere as moral, ethical, 
brilliant, and great leaders, write a great document called the Constitu-
tion with a wonderful preamble to it, while knowing that reservations 
and slavery continued? Did they not enact laws to fit their whiteness, 
maleness, and landownership of stolen land worked by others, making 
profits despite all the songs sung and the anger repressed?
	 Weren’t the Jeremiah Walkers of the world, the Black Panther Party, 
and Malcolm X, with their warnings, right? Can we see it now? Are we 
awake? Yet, the Trump Justice Department has the nerve to sue 45 dif-
ferent colleges across the nation for supposedly discriminating against 
white students for having programs that recruit minority students to 
programs they were underrepresented in. These are all schools with 
majority white enrollment. Let me hasten to say that the students who 
apply and are accepted into these programs are not just qualified but 
uber-qualified.
	 Why do I say overqualified? Because when you start a race with a ball 
and chain on your ankles and yet you reach the finish line and win, who 
dares to say you not only won but exceeded expectations? Because you 
were overqualified in the first place. When you are Clara B. Williams 
and were not allowed to sit inside a classroom because you are black, so 
you sit in the hall and become a college professor; when you are Mason 
Broke, the genius behind Zoom and Skype; when you are Serena Wil-
liams and become the best tennis player since Althea Gibson, and are 
now building schools in Jamaica and across Africa, but you come out 
of the projects and do this; when you are Frederick Douglass, an ex-
slave, and become a noted scholar and lecturer; when you are Marian 
Anderson, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, Ruby Bridges, Gwendo-
lyn Brooks, Anna Julia Cooper, Ida B. Wells, Viola Davis, who ate out 
of dumpsters as a child, and Angela Davis, whose four friends were 
bombed to death in a church as children, you should never be excluded, 
considered unequal, or less than human. Instead, you need to be con-
sidered superhuman, super moral, super necessity for your story to be 
told.
	 Yet, 60 Minutes reported last night that a group of children, musical 
artists from across the country who formed an orchestra with various 
musical instruments, were denied the right to perform by the Trump 
administration. Do you want to know why or should you guess? They 
were Asian, African American, Native Americans, and other ethnici-
ties, deemed insufficient by the administration’s DEI (Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion). Thank you, 60 Minutes, for allowing us to hear them. 
Instead, they were heard by millions—crazy and unthinkable, right? Yet 
what do we expect from a man who thinks he has the right to steal other 
people’s land but refuses history the right to be told?

TECH SUPPORT MANAGER WANTED
ENGINEERING-A10 Networks, Inc. in Cary, NC seeks Manager, 
Technical Support: Lead a team of Network Support Engineers to 
provide customer technical support. Part-time telecommuting al-
lowed. Email res (must reference Job Code #44012) to recruiting@
a10networks.com.

through the hoops that you do for a concealed carry permit.”
	 If passed into law, North Carolina would become the 30th state to allow 
what proponents call “constitutional carry” — meaning concealed carry with-
out a permit. The legislation would still allow concealed carry permits to be 
issued “for the purpose of reciprocity when traveling in another state.”
	 States allowing permitless concealed carry are not limited to red states, 
the sponsors pointed out. While neighbors like South Carolina and Tennes-
see grant it, so do others like Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont.
	 The panel adopted an amendment clarifying that gun owners would be 
able to carry concealed handguns but not other types of firearms. Senators 
chose not to discuss this amendment.
	 Several witnesses gave brief testimony during the public comment portion 
of the meeting, providing perspectives from law enforcement, military veter-
ans, and healthcare providers.
	 Beverly Falls, a retired physician and surgeon, said hospitals regularly 
practice crisis events.
	 She described the situation as a “public health epidemic in this country” 
due to the vast number of guns. Falls said lax gun laws endanger the public 
as well as law enforcement.
	 “It’s a tragedy when we have actual events such as mass shootings, where 
there are no survivors to even arrive at our emergency rooms,” Falls said. 
“We need safety measures, not guns.”
	 Raleigh police officer Hattie Gandhi also spoke against the bill.
	 She shared a story from her time in law enforcement about how current 
law prevents violent crime by allowing officers to pursue and detain people 
who are suspected of carrying concealed weapons.
	 “Concealed carry permits protect police officers and the public,” she said.
	 Becky Ceartas, executive director of North Carolinians Against Gun Vio-
lence (NCGV), suggested adding background checks to the legislation.
	 In 2023, the General Assembly removed the pistol purchase permitting 
system, allowing residents to purchase a handgun without getting a permit 
from a local sheriff.
	 “If Senate Bill 50 becomes law, it would mean that people as young as 18 
years old, with no training and no background check, could carry a hidden 
loaded weapon in public,” Ceartas said. “Make no mistake, if Senate Bill 50 
passes, the research is clear: it will be paid for in North Carolinian lives.”
	 NCGV has noted that weakening or removing the concealed carry permit-
ting requirements is associated with a 29% increase in firearm violent crime 
rates.
	 The legislation now heads to the Senate Rules Committee.

CONCEALED FIREARMS
Continued from page 2
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000233-310

	 T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  h a v i n g 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of CHARLES BOYD JACOBS, 
Deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
Exhibit them to the undersigned at 
the office of IDOL LAW, PLLC, PO 
Box 51759, Durham, North Carolina 
27717, on or before the 23rd day of 
June, 2025, or this Notice will be in 
bar of their recovery.  
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
	 This is the 20th day of March, 
2025.
Janie Diane Jacobs Clayton, 
Executor, 			 
Estate of Charles Boyd Jacobs, 
Deceased
Robert A. Idol, Esquire	
IDOL LAW, PLLC
Attorney at Law
PO Box 51759
Durham, NC  27717
(919)401.5151
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000259-310

	 Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of James Weldon 
Herring, deceased, this is to notify 
all persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the Estate 
of JAMES WELDON HERRING to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
June, 2025, or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.  All 
persons, firms, and corporations 
indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment.
	 This the 20th day of March, 2025.
LaQuisha Shawnita Herring, 
Executor
c/o John W. Perry
Attorney for the Estate of James 
Weldon Herring
Post Office Drawer 2051
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Telephone: (919) 683-8685
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000221-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
Estate of HELEN BROWN FORD, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 20th day of March, 
2025.
Jarrett Tharrington, Executor
1014 Bacon St.
Durham, NC 27703
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000281-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 12th day of March 
2025, as Administrator CTA of 
the ESTATE OF VICKY ROSAN 
HUTTER, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 21st 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 20th day of March 2025.
WILLIAM CLARE WISMER
ADMINISTRATOR CTA
ESTATE OF VICKY ROSAN HUTTER
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000255-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 10th day of March 
2025, as Administrator of the 
ESTATE OF TERESA DAWN NIDA, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000229-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 3rd day of March, 
2025, as Executor of the Estate 
of FREDERICK ALLEN SWANN, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
Ashlei Nicole Swann
Administrator
c/o Anne Page Watson
3400 Croasdaile Dr., Ste. 205
Durham, NC 27705
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Estate of Dallas Guy Kesler

25E000130-310  
Durham County, North Carolina

	 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against
DALLAS GUY KESLER, deceased, 
o f  D u r h a m  C o u n t y,  N o r t h 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before June 16, 2025 or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery.   Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.     This 13th 
day of March, 2025.  Catherine 
Ilene Kesler, Administrator, 7161 
Avenbury Circle, Kernersville, North 
Carolina 27284.
	 The Carolinian: March 13, 20, 27 
and April 3, 2025.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
25E000273-310

	 Having qualified as Executrix of 
the Estate of Russell Earle Richey, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claim against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
c/o Guido De Maere, P.A. at 100 
Europa Drive, Suite 160, Chapel 
Hill, NC 27517 on or before the 
13th day of June, 2025, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 13th day of March, 2025.
Merle Umstead Richey, Executrix 
of the Estate of Russell Earle 
Richey
Attorney for the Estate: Guido De 
Maere, P.A.
P.O. Box 3591
Chapel Hill, NC 27515-3591
To be published: March 13, 20 and 
27, April 3, 2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E002060-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 21st day of 
February 2025, as Administrator 
of the Estate of MEGAN MARIE 
HERON, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 13th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
Andrew Charles Long
Administrator
2216 Gentry Dr
Durham, NC 27705
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000286-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 3rd day of March, 
2025, as Executor of the Estate of 
DORIS JEAN ORTOSKY, Deceased, 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 

undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
Joseph M Ortosky Jr.
Executor
1500 River Mill Drive, Unit 201
Wake Forest, NC 27587
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E000244-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 26th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of 
the Estate of JOHN CHRISTIAN 
WILSON, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 13th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
Marianne H Wilson
Executor
2001 Fountain Ridge Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000250-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 4th day of March, 
2025, as Executor of the Estate 
of JOYCE ANN GREEN YERGAN, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
ALICE YERGAN HINSON
Executrix
c/o Stubbs, Cole, Breedlove, 
Prentis & Biggs PLLC
4 Consultant Place
Durham, NC 27707
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000193-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 26th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF ROBERT WILLIAM 
PRESCOTT, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 16th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
Stephen C. Rhudy, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF Robert William Prescott
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000235-310
	 T H E  U N D E R S I G N E D , 
having qualif ied on the 25th 
day  o f  February  2025 ,  as 
ADMINISTRATOR of the Estate 
of ISAAC LEWIS JOHNSON, JR., 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 7th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Kimberlee Johnson, Administrator
1210 Elmira Ave.
Durham, NC 27707
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000043-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 10th day of 
January 2025, as EXECUTOR 
of the Estate of JOHNNIE LEE 
LITTLE, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 7th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Rosalind Little, Executor
5214 Shady Bluff St.
Durham, NC 27704
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000119-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
February 2025, as Administrator of 
the Estate of JACOB OLUBUNMI 
ADAMOLEKUN, Deceased, of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned on 
or before the 7th day of June, 2025 
or this Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Lillie Johnson-Adamolekun
Administrator
1045 West Seashell Court
Ontario, CA 91762
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000227-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 28th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
Estate of TROITINO A. BINGHAM, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 7th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Solina A. Richards, Executor
5910 Farrington Rd., Apt 519
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000078-310

	 T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  J a m e s 
Roswell Smith, having qualified 
as Administrator of the Estate 
of JULENE MARIE SUTTLES, 
deceased, late of Durham County, 
notifies all persons having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before 8th day of June, 2025, 
or this notice will be plead in 
bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This the 6th day of March, 2025. 
James Roswell Smith
c/o Vail Gardner, 
Attorney for the Estate
Vail Gardner Law
739 9th St. #621
Durham, NC 27705
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000204-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 27th day of 
February 2025, as Administrator 
CTA of the Estate of JOHN 
JOSEPH CHIARALUCE, Deceased, 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 7th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Jessica Chiaraluce
Administrator CTA
c/o Bagwell Holt Smith P.A.

111 Cloister Court, Suite 200
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000225-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 25th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of 
the Estate of HOYLE MONROE 
BURRAGE, JR., Deceased, of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 7th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Jerry Monroe Burrage, Executor
632 White Oak Lane
Myrtle Beach, SC 29582
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000163-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 20th day of 
February 2025, as Administrator 
of the Estate of ELLEN VON 
NARDROFF, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 7th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 6th day of March 2025.
Christopher S. Morden
Administrator
3225 Blue Ridge Road, Suite 117
Raleigh, NC 27612
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	 The undersigned, having quali-
fied as administrator of the Es-
tate of Derrek Martin Whitaker, 
deceased, late of Durham, North 
Carolina, does hereby make notifi-
cation to all persons having claims 
against said estate to present them 
to the undersigned’s attorney on 
or before June 7, 2024, or this No-
tice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to 
said estate will please make imme-
diate payment to the undersigned’s 
attorney.
	 This 6th day of March, 2025.
Scott J. Rizzo
The Rizzo Law Firm, PLLC
Attorney for Administrator for the 
Estate of Derrek Martin Whitaker
15720 Brixham Hill Avenue
Suite 300
Charlotte, NC 28277
Virginia Whitaker, 
Administrator for the Estate of 
Derrek Martin Whitaker
919 Torredge Road
Durham, NC 27712
3/6, 3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E001958-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
quali f ied on the 7th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of 
the Estate of ROBERT GORDON 
CHRISTIE, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 29th 
day of May, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Patricia Mary Christie, Executor
4722 Highgate Drive
Durham, NC 27713
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000226-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
Estate of LANA T. HENDERSON, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 

North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 20th day of March 2025.
James Oliver Nida II
ADMINISTRATOR
ESTATE OF TERESA DAWN NIDA
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000269-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 3rd day of March, 
2025, as Administrator of the 
Estate of KENNIETH DEVANE 
MANN, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 20th 
day of June, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 20th day of March, 
2025.
GWENDOLYN M. MANN
Administrator
4504 Alderbrook Lane
Durham, NC 27713
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000257-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 10th day of March 
2025, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF PAUL DEAN JOHNSON, JR. 
AKA PAUL DEAN JOHNSON, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 20th day of March 2025.
Dawn April Johnson
EXECUTOR
E S TAT E  O F  PA U L  D E A N 
JOHNSON, JR. AKA PAUL DEAN 
JOHNSON
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
3/20, 3/27, 4/3 & 4/10/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E002463-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 3rd day of March, 
2025, as Executor of the Estate 
of GENEVA PEACOCK HALEY, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
ROY LEE PEACOCK
Administrator
c/o Anne Page Watson  
3400 Croasdaile Dr., Ste. 205 
Durham, NC 27705
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025

NOTICE
	 In Re Doe, 25SP000181-310, 
Durham County. To Joseph Dell 
Grosso. Take notice that a petition 
to adopt has been filed in this 
special proceeding. The petitioners 
in this action are seeking to adopt 
the minor child. You have been 
named as a possible legal father of 
the male child born to Natalie Ann 
Gillem on January 29, 2025 in Wake 
County, North Carolina. In order 
to participate in and to receive 
further notice of the proceeding, 
including the notice of the time and 
place of any hearing, you must file 
a response to the petition no later 
than 40 days from March 13, 2025. 
NicholsonPham 113 Broadway 
Street, Durham NC 27701.
3/13, 3/20, & 3/27/2025
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WAKE COUNTY

ORANGE
COUNTY

MECKLENBURG
COUNTY

FRANKLIN
COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

File No. 24CV005628-000
	 MARCUS A. CLARK, Plaintiff v.

SHARON MULELA, Defendant
	 Take notice that a plea seeking 
relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action. The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
as follows: CHILD CUSTODY.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleading no later 
than April 19, 2025 and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
	 This, the 20th day of March, 
2025.
Marcus A. Clark, Plaintiff
218 Waterside Circle
Graham, NC 27253
3/20, 3/27 & 4/3/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

DURHAM COUNTY
3rd floor.
	 If you fail to appear and defend 
against the proof offered, the 
magistrate may enter a judgment 
against you.
	 This the 6th day of March, 2025.
Ayan Musa, Plaintiff
205 Midenhall Way
Cary, NC 27513-5559
3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File No.  24CV031793-910
	 AWA MBYE, Plaintiff v.

SHERIFF SOHHA, Defendant
	 TO DEFENDANT: TAKE NOTICE 
that a pleading seeking relief 
against you has been filed in 
the above-entitled action, by the 
Plaintiff herein, the nature which is 
as follows: ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. 
	 You are required by law to 
appear and make defense to such 
pleading no later than 30 days after 
the first publication of this notice. 
If you fail to do so the Plaintiff will 
seek the relief sought herein, and 
a Judgment for Absolute Divorce 
may be entered.
	 This, the 6th day of March, 2025.
Awa Mbye, Plaintiff
5526 Black Maple Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27616
3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 

North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 29th day of May, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
April N. Henderson, Executor
139 Silver Fir Lane
Durham, NC 27713
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24-E-444
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 4th day of April 
2024, as Executrix of the Estate 
of  SARAH ALLENE OWENS, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 29th day of May, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Janet Owens Hammond, Executrix
2706 Wedgedale Av.
Durham, NC 27703
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000141-310

	 T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d ,  C a r l a 
Carlough, having duly qualified 
as Administratrix of the Estate of 
ROSIE C. HARPER, deceased, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notifies all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present 
them to the undersigned in care 
of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile 
Dr., Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, 
within ninety (90) days of the 
first publication of this Notice or 
it will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons and legal 
entities indebted to the Estate will 
please make immediate payment. 
	 This the 27th day of February, 
2025.
Carla Carlough, Administratrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 25E000160-310

	 The undersigned, Helen Marie 
McNeil Price, having duly qualified 

as Executrix of the Estate of 
ORENE SUE VEASEY STEWARD, 
deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby notifies all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile 
Dr., Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, 
within ninety (90) days of the 
first publication of this notice or 
it will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons and legal 
entities indebted to the Estate will 
please make immediate payment. 
	 This the 27th day of February, 
2025.
He len  Mar ie  McNei l  Pr ice , 
Executrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 25E000172-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 12th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
Estate Of FLORENTENE HARRIS, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 29th day of May, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Nayati Shamir Harris, Executor
806 Buxton Street
Durham, NC, 27713
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
File Number 25E000131-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 10th day of 
February 2025, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF JOHN DAVID CRONIN, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 28th day of May, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Ann Louise Magnes, Executor
Estate of John David Cronin
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
MECKLENBURG COUNTY

DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
24CV028583-590

	 In the General Court of Justice 
District Court Division
 State Employees’ Credit Union,
          Plaintiff,
v.
T’Ondray Walker, Peggy Lee Knight 
and North Carolina Department of 
Transportation, Division of Motor 
Vehicles,
          Defendants.
 To:​PEGGY LEE KNIGHT
 	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of relief being 
sought is as follows: Complaint 
for Preliminary Injunction and 
Declaratory Judgment.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not later 
than April 30, 2025 and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
	​ This the 20th day of March, 2025.
​​​​​​/s/Lien K. To
​​​​​​Lien K. To
Nodell, Glass & Haskell, LLP
​​​​​​5540 Centerview Drive, Suite 416
​​​​​​Raleigh, NC 27606
​​​​​​(919) 821-2600
3/20, 3/27 & 4/3/2025NORTH CAROLINA 

ORANGE COUNTY
NOTICE OF SERVICE 

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA,
COUNTY OF FRANKLIN
File:  25CV000138-340

In the General Court of Justice,
District Court Division

Emilee Lillie vs. Matthew Scott Hall
To: Matthew Scott Hall
	 TAKE NOTICE that a Complaint 
seeking Divorce has been filed in 
the above-entitled action and the 
Plaintiff is seeking divorce. You 
are required to make a response 
to such pleading not later than 
45 days by filing an answer with 
the Clerk of Court wherein the 
Complaint was filed and upon 
your failure to do so the party 
seeking relief against you will apply 
to the Court for the relief herein 
sought. The address to file an 
answer to the complaint is Franklin 
County Clerk of Court: 102 S Main 
St, Louisburg, NC 27549. Sean 
Mannette, Attorney for Plaintiff. 421 
Fayetteville St. Ste 1100, Raleigh, 
NC 27601. (919) 213-0915
3/20, 3/27 & 4/3/2025

File Number 25E000122-310
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 11th day of 
February 2025, as Administrator of 
the ESTATE OF DEREK JANSEN 
ROSE, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 28th 
day of May, 2025 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Zoe Rose Duffie, Administrator
Estate of Derek Jansen Rose
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
240 Leigh Farm Rd, Ste 100
Durham, North Carolina 27707
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 
DEBTORS OF WILLIAM ALLEN 

MCFARLAND
File Number 25E000101-310

	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 
corporations having claims against 
WILLIAM ALLEN MCFARLAND, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit them to 
Annette Wilson as Executor of the 
decedent’s estate on or before May 
29, 2025, c/o Brittany N. Porter, 
Attorney at Law, 1414 Raleigh Rd., 
Ste. 203, Chapel Hill, NC 27517, 
or be barred from their recovery.  
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment to the 
above-named Executor.
	 This, the 27th day of February 
2025.
Lori Allsbrook
c/o Brittany N. Porter, Atty.
TrustCounsel
1414 Raleigh Rd., Ste. 203
Chapel Hill, NC  27517
2/27, 3/6, 3/13, & 3/20/2025 

WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
File No.  24CV030976-910

	 TIFFANY BUTLER, Plaintiff v.
BOBBY BUTLER, Defendant

	 TO BOBBY BUTLER: TAKE 
NOTICE that a pleading seeking 
relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action, by 
the Plaintiff herein, the nature 
which is as follows: PETITION TO 
FILE MOTION FOR ABSOLUTE 
DIVORCE. You are required by 
law to appear and make defense 
to such pleading no later than 30 
days after the first publication 
of this notice. If you fail to do 
so, Plaintiff will seek the relief 
sought herein, and a Judgment for 
Absolute Divorce may be entered.
	 This, the 20th day of March, 
2025.
Tiffany Butler, Plaintiff
41 Two Belles Ct.
Angier, NC 27501
3/20, 3/27 & 4/3/2025 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E004744-910
	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 15th day of 
January, 2025, as Administrator 
of the Estate of DENISE RENEE 
DUNN, Deceased, of Wake County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 13th day of June, 
2025 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 13th day of March, 
2025.
MILLIE ROGERS
Administrator
2820 Jutland Road
Kensington, MD 20895
3/13, 3/20, 3/27, & 4/3/2025
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

CIVIL SUMMONS
In The General Court Of Justice 

Superior Court Division
File No. 24CV036620-910
Ayan Musa, Plaintiff VS. 
Mariam Lafi, Defendant

	 To the DEFENDANT: IMPOR-
TANT! You have been sued! A 
Civil Action Has Been Commenced 
Against You! You are notified to 
appear and answer the complaint 
of the plaintiff as follows: 1. Serve 
a copy of your written answer to 
the complaint upon the plaintiff or 
plaintiff’s attorney within thirty (30) 
days after you have been served. 
You may serve your answer by 
delivering a copy to the plaintiff or 
by mailing it to the plaintiff’s last 
known address, and 2. You may file 
a written answer, making defense 
to the claim, in the office of the 
Clerk of Superior Court at any time 
before the time set for trial: 4-10-
2025 at 9:30am, WCCH, 316 Fay-
etteville St., Raleigh, NC, 27601,  

OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In the General Court of Justice, 

District Court Division
File No: 24CV003318-670

[CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDING] 
Cecilia Frias Magana, Plaintiff 

v. Juan Jose Esquivel Cruzaley, 
Defendant.

	 To Juan Jose Esquivel Cruzaley, 
father of Alexis de Jesus Esquivel 
Frias, born November 22, 2008 in 
Mexico. 
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows: that 
permanent sole legal custody 
of the aforementioned child be 
granted to Cecilia Frias Magana. 
You are required to make defense 
to such pleading not later than 
April 30, 2025, said date being forty 
(40) days from the first publication 
of this notice, and upon your failure 
to do so the party seeking service 
against you will apply to the court 
for the relief sought. 
	 This, the 20th day of March, 
2025. 
Mary Elizabeth Reed, 
Hatch Rockers Immigration
Attorney for the Plaintiff 
P.O. Box 1847 
Durham, NC 27702
(919) 688-1788
3/20, 3/27 & 4/3/2025

By: Jordan Meadows
Staff Writer

	 For Glendale “Bo” Gibbs, his 
time on the basketball courts of 
New Bern High School in the early 
1980s was marked by hard work, 
perseverance, and unforgettable 
matchups with one of the greatest 
basketball players in history, Mi-
chael Jordan. 
	 “I played against him every year. 
He started on junior varsity, and I 
did too,” Gibbs said.
	 Their first meeting on the court 
was during their sophomore years 
when Jordan, not yet the house-
hold name he would later become, 
was playing for Laney High School. 
Gibbs recalls the early rivalry with 
a sense of perspective. Jordan, 
though already showing signs of 
greatness, was still a developing 
player. 
	 “Coach came in and told us 
about this guy named Mike Jor-
dan—that’s what they used to call 
him,” Gibbs remembered. “He told 
us we better be ready because this 
guy can play.” Despite Jordan’s po-
tential, the first time Gibbs’ team 
faced him, the game ended in a 
large victory for Gibbs’ team, with 
Jordan scoring under ten points. 
At that point, Gibbs said they 
didn’t fully see Jordan’s talents 
and potential.
	 “When we first started play-
ing against each other, I wasn’t 
in awe of him or anything like 
that,”   Gibbs said. “When we 
played against him my junior year, 
that’s when you started to see some 

Glendale ‘Bo’ Gibbs: The Unsung Rival of Michael Jordan
of the things he ended up doing 
later on.”
Jordan’s progression was quick, 
though, and by the time they faced 
each other again, Jordan had tran-
sitioned to the varsity team. 
	 In 1981, after a standout sopho-
more season as a point guard on 
JV, Gibbs was moved to varsity 
where he found himself coming off 
the bench. 
	 “A lot of games, I found myself 
sitting on the bench and really 
knowing that I could contribute. It 
was really frustrating.”
	 Halfway through the season, 
Gibbs received news from his 
coach, Jimmy Thames: he would 
be starting on varsity for the first 
time. It was the game against Jor-
dan.
	 At that time, Jordan hadn’t 
yet fully hit his growth spurt, 
standing around six feet or maybe 
even shorter. Despite that, Jordan 
scored nearly 30 points, and Gibbs’ 
team lost. It was the only time Jor-
dan beat Gibbs.
	 That season, Gibbs averaged 
14 points and 5 assists per game, 
earning him an all-conference spot. 
He was joined by notable Eastern 
NC basketball greats like Cecil 
Exum and Lynwood Robinson, 
who both went on to play at UNC-
Chapel Hill with Jordan. Other 
standouts included James Carlton, 
who played at Holy Cross, and Da-
vid McGee, likely the best player in 
the conference at the time.
	 “I wasn’t prepared to play,” 
Gibbs admitted. “That was the first 
glimpse I’d seen of his develop-

ment. It seemed like out of no-
where.”
	 But it wasn’t entirely out of no-
where, as Gibb’s explained. MJ had 
been honing his skills at home, at 
school, and at summer basketball 
camps across the country. One 
camp, in particular—the Five-Star 
basketball camp in the summer 
of 1980—was a turning point in 
Jordan’s development. Before at-
tending the camp, Jordan had only 
received two scholarship offers. 
Just 24 hours later, every school in 
the nation was eager to recruit him.
	 “They have all the players there 
and then the second week, they had 
the best of the best. And Michael 
was able to impress them enough 
that they wanted him to stay for the 
second week,” Gibbs said.  
	 Gibbs would face Jordan one 
more time before the Christmas 
break, this time in New Bern. The 
night before the game, Jordan was 
featured in the newspaper—ev-
eryone knew he was committed to 
Carolina and that the game was set 
to be a high-stakes showdown, as 
both teams were undefeated.
	 Gibbs outperformed Jordan, 
shooting 8-for-12 from the field 
with 6 assists, 4 steals, and 4 re-
bounds. His team won by three 
points. After the game, Gibbs ap-
proached Jordan, who was stand-
ing and talking to others, and sim-
ply said hello.
	 “We were familiar with each 
other, after playing all these years 
against each other. And I had won 
four of the five games we played 
against each other,” Gibbs said.

	 In his senior year, Gibbs, stand-
ing at 5-foot-10, had just come off 
a season where he earned spots on 
the Mideastern 4A All-Conference 
team for the second consecutive 
year and was named to the Raleigh 
News and Observer All-East sec-
ond team. On top of those honors, 
Gibbs also received a nomination 
for the prestigious McDonald’s All-
American Game.
	 Though he wasn’t selected to 
play in the 1981 game, the New 
Bern native eventually received a 
certificate recognizing his nomina-
tion 34 years later.
	 Among the players in that 1981 
McDonald’s All-American Game 
was Michael Jordan, who went 
on to star at North Carolina and 
become one of the NBA’s greatest 
players. Other notable alumni from 
that game include Patrick Ewing 
and Chris Mullin. Gibbs often won-
ders what it would have been like 
to have been part of that event.
	 Today, Gibbs’ name remains a 
permanent part of New Bern High 
School’s athletic history. When the 
school inducted a new class into 
its Hall of Fame, which included 
legendary athletes like Walt Bel-
lamy, Montario Hardesty, and Tom 
Marsh, Gibbs’ contributions to the 
school’s basketball legacy were 
celebrated, particularly his memo-
rable performance against Michael 
Jordan.
	 Looking back, Gibbs is still proud 
of his high school achievements, 
especially his ongoing rivalry with 
one of basketball’s all-time greats.
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Sports

FAYETTEVILLE STATE, VIRGINIA STATE CONCLUDE STRONG SEASONS IN NCAA D2 PLAYOFFS
	 (Photos: Steve Worthy) Fayetteville State closed its season at 23-9 after a historic NCAA D2 run, defeating Fairmont State 74-67 in OT before fall-
ing to #1 West Liberty 89-69. The Broncos also suffered a tough CIAA Semifinal loss to Bluefield State.
	 Virginia State finished 22-9 after a 92-66 second-round playoff loss to #1 Gannon. The Trojans, led by guards Clint Wright Jr. and Kendall Bynum, 
reached the CIAA Championship but fell short. 

Chelsea Gray Shows Up Big Time In Unrivaled Championship
	 MEDLEY, Fla. (AP) — Chelsea 
Gray came to Unrivaled with a mis-
sion.
	 The veteran Las Vegas Aces guard 
suffered a foot injury in the 2023 
WNBA finals that sidelined her part 
of last season. When she came back, 
she felt overlooked by some. Under-
estimated by others.
	 Unrivaled’s inaugural 3-on-3 
women’s basketball season was 
Gray’s chance to finally put that in-
jury behind her.
	 “Last year was hard, man,” she 
said. “It was rough. Even when I 
came back (during the WNBA sea-
son), I still wasn’t 100%. I just put 
the work in. And then I talk after 
winning. I don’t talk before then. 
So I had a little chip on my shoul-
der.”
	 Gray was named playoff MVP on 
Monday night after helping her team 
Rose BC beat Vinyl in a thrilling 
Unrivaled final. She averaged 28.5 
points in two postseason games, in-
cluding 39 points in the semis.
	 Each player on the championship-
winning club received $50,000 
— part of Unrivaled’s goal of com-
pensating its participants more 
than almost any other professional 
women’s sports league. Unrivaled, 
founded by Napheesa Collier and 
fellow WNBA star Breanna Stewart, 
has the highest average salary for 
players of any pro women’s sports 
league, with many earning six-figure 
salaries.
	 Brittney Sykes had 21 points for 
Rose on Monday and drew an and-1 
on the last play of the game that set 
up her game-winning free throw.
	 Unrivaled games are played with 
three seven-minute quarters and 
an untimed fourth. Teams play to 

a “winning score” determined by 
adding 11 points to the squad that is 
leading after three quarters.
	 Monday’s target score was 62, and 
Sykes went to the line with the Rose 
leading 61-54. Gray finished with 
18 points and eight assists. Azura 
Stevens added 19 points and 18 re-
bounds. Rhyne Howard led Vinyl 
with 22 points and six rebounds.
	 Rose played the game without one 
of their best players. Angel Reese 
was sidelined for the playoffs be-
cause of a hand injury.

	 Six teams of 36 of the best players 
in the WNBA played during the eight 
week regular season. And there were 
plenty of memorable moments.
	 The Chicago Sky’s sensational 
rookie guard Reese recorded the first 
20-point, 20-rebound game in Unri-
valed history on Feb. 21. Washington 
Mystics rookie Aaliyah Edwards 
shined in Unrivaled’s midseason 
1-on-1 tournament. She upset her 
Mist teammate Stewart, who was a 
No. 1 seed, in the first round en route 
to a runner-up finish.

	 Gray dominated in Sunday’s 
semis, scoring 39 points and the 
game-winning 3-pointer to send 
Rose past the Laces into the final.
	 And perhaps the biggest moment 
of the season: Dearica Hamby’s Vinyl 
squad stunned the Unrivaled MVP 
Collier and her heavily favored Owls 
in the semifinal round, which Hamby 
punctuated by nailing the game-
winning layup over Collier.
	 Unrivaled Commissioner Micky 
Lawler said she was pleased with 
the league’s inaugural campaign. 

She said next season will likely con-
tinue with six teams, but expects 
the league could expand to other 
markets beyond Miami in the future. 
More than 20 players are already 
under contract for the next two sea-
sons, according to Unrivaled Presi-
dent Alex Bazzell.
	 “We’re going to look at areas of 
improvement that we could make 
within what we delivered this sea-
son,” Lawler said. “Starting a league 
is hard, and running it is also hard. 
And so we had to stay focused on de-
livering this, here, now. And then we 
can start to think beyond.”
	 The league brought plenty of stars 
to Miami. Olympic gold medalist 

and WNBA champ A’ja Wilson, Mi-
ami Heat great Dwyane Wade and 
Gabrielle Union, tennis star Frances 
Tiafoe and broadcaster Robin Rob-
erts were all in attendance to watch 
Monday’s final.
	 Comedian and actress Wanda 
Sykes, former U.S. women’s national 
soccer team captain Alex Morgan 
and former NBA All-Star Steve Nash 
were among other big names who 
showed up throughout the season.
	 Leading up to its launch, Unri-
valed raised more than $35 million 
from various sources and dozens 
of individual investors, including 
Stephen Curry, Dawn Staley, Geno 
Auriemma and Coco Gauff.

Unrivaled Women’s 
Basketball League 
Coming To Charlotte

	 Zawyer Sports & Entertainment, the Charlotte Checkers majority owner-
ship group, will bring professional women’s basketball to Charlotte in 2026.
	 Why it matters: Women’s pro sports have seen a surge in popularity in 
recent years, and new teams and leagues have been popping up, including in 
Charlotte.
	 Driving the news: Charlotte’s new professional women’s basketball team 
will play in the UpShot League and call Bojangles Coliseum home.
	 The league will be headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, where Zawyer 
Sports & Entertainment is based.
	 League organizers describe it as a developmental league.
	 What to expect: UpShot will have four teams to start — in Charlotte, 
Greensboro, Jacksonville and Savannah — and will tip off in May 2026.
	 Teams will play 40 regular season games (20 at home and 20 on the road). 
Season tickets will start at $44 per seat.
	 Zawyer Sports is looking for fan input on the team name with a naming 
contest on the team’s website: TheUpShotCharlotte.com.
	 Teams will wear vintage jerseys during the inaugural season as a nod to 
the history of women’s basketball.
	 Between the lines: Donna Orender, a former professional basketball player 
and WNBA president, will be UPSHOT’s commissioner.
	 “There is an immense amount of talent looking for a place to play, we can 
now provide that place,” Orender said in a statement.
	 UPSHOT investors include:
	 Cheryl Miller, Women’s Basketball Hall of Famer
	 Ann Meyers Drysdale, former women’s basketball player and WNBA/NBA 
executive
	 Seniesa Estrada, former WBA boxing champion
	 Patric Young, former University of Florida basketball player & PY4 Foun-
dation
	 Annie Q., American actress
	 Chris Robert, American film producer
	 What they’re saying: “We are beyond thrilled to be able to launch this 
league and provide another quality platform for women to continue being a 
part of the sport they love, whether it is a player on the court or a staff mem-
ber in the front office,” Zawyer Sports CEO Andy Kaufmann said in a state-
ment.
	 Zawyer Sports also owns the nearby minor league baseball team, the Gas-
tonia Ghost Peppers, and several other teams in the Southeast.
	 Zoom in: Charlotte has had professional women’s basketball before. The 
Charlotte Sting, which was owned by the same group as the Bobcats (today’s 
Hornets) played in the WNBA and folded in the early 2000s.

NY Jets Get Aaron Glenn And Derrick Nnadi
	 The Jets have signed unrestricted 
free agent defensive tackle Derrick 
Nnadi, who has three Super Bowl 
rings from his first seven pro seasons 
with the Kansas City Chiefs.
	 Nnadi (6-1, 310) had been a Chief 
for his entire career before enter-
ing free agency this month. He was 
Kansas City’s third-round selection 
(75th overall) in the 2018 NFL Draft 
out of Florida State and almost im-
mediately stepped into the starting 
lineup, making his first start in his 
fifth game as a Chiefs rookie.
	 Over his first six seasons, Nnadi, 
28, played in 98 regular-season 
games at NT and RDT for the Chiefs, 
starting in 86. He also played in 15 
postseason games with 12 starts, in-
cluding playing on four Super Bowl 
teams, two of which won the Lom-
bardi Trophy after the 2019 and ‘23 
seasons. He also contributed to the 
Chiefs’ Super Bowl-winning team af-
ter the ‘23 season although he played 
in only one playoff game that post-
season due to a triceps injury.
	 Last season, Nnadi was a part of 
KC’s defensive line rotation, playing 
in all 17 regular-season and three 
postseason games but making only 
one start.

	 The Chiefs’ run defense steadily 
improved during his tenure on the 
D-line, rising from a No. 27 ranking 
in rush yards allowed/game in his 
rookie season to as high as eighth in 
‘22 and again last season.
	 In his seven seasons with the 
Chiefs, Nnadi played 3,063 defen-
sive snaps in 115 games (87 starts) 
and had 233 tackles, five sacks and 
one career interception, which he 
notched in 2019 in a win at the L.A. 
Chargers. He added 38 tackles and 
a sack in 18 postseason games (12 
starts), including four of KC’s five 
most recent Super Bowl appear-
ances.
	 The Jets have agreed to terms with 
Aaron Glenn to become their head 
coach. Glenn, the 22nd head coach 
in franchise history, returns home to 
a Jets team he played for in his first 
eight NFL seasons and later worked 
for as a scout in the personnel de-
partment. Glenn, the former Detroit 
Lions defensive coordinator, is ex-
pected to sign his contract Thursday 
at 1 Jets Drive.
	 “I’m excited to welcome Aaron 
Glenn home as the head coach of 
the New York Jets,” said Jets Chair-
man Robert Wood Johnson. “Aaron 

earned this opportunity through 
almost three decades of NFL experi-
ence – ten with us as a player and a 
scout. He brings tremendous leader-
ship skills and the vision this orga-
nization needs to be successful. I am 

thrilled to see him lead this team.”
	 Before starting his professional 
coaching trek, Glenn worked in the 
Jets’ front office as a pro personnel 
scout in 2012 and college area scout 
in 2013.


