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MORE THAN 20 GOVERNMENT FACILITIES IN NORTH 
CAROLINA ON THE CHOPPING BLOCK AMID DOGE CUTS

	 As the so-called Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) works to 
slash contracts, grants, and leases around the country, North Carolina is set 
to lose more than 20 U.S. government facilities.
	 Those losses — largely in the form of leases DOGE says it has terminated 
— include Social Security Administration and Internal Revenue Service of-
fices, court buildings, and environmental and agricultural posts around the 
state. While the agency lists some as transferred to federal spaces, others are 
described as permanently closed.
	 The Elon Musk-led advisory group lists the properties on a public savings 
tracker, where it takes credit for 748 lease terminations around the U.S., 
amounting to an estimated $468 million in government funding. It lists 20 
offices in North Carolina to be shuttered, totaling $376,920 in savings.
	 Separately, the General Services Administration previously identified 
three North Carolina federal buildings for “disposal” in a list of properties 
that has since been taken down — a federal courthouse in Greenville, the 
Veach-Baley Federal Complex in Asheville, and a U.S. Postal Service vehicle 
maintenance facility in Raleigh. Whether those properties are still set to be 
sold remains unclear, as the webpage now states a list is “coming soon.”
	 The DOGE website shows four Social Security Administration offices set 
for closure around the state, in Roanoke Rapids, Elizabeth City, Franklin, 
and Greenville — as the agency sheds thousands of employees and Repub-
lican lawmakers battle accusations that benefits are under threat. Also set 
to be terminated are leases for IRS offices in Wilmington and Fayetteville, 
Equal Opportunity Commission offices in Greensboro and Raleigh, and Na-
tional Resource Conservation Service facilities in Greensboro and Goldsboro.
	 Disaster relief efforts could also be impacted by DOGE closures. Accord-
ing to the website, a warehouse operated by the Wilmington branch of the 
U.S. Civil Corps of Engineers is set to be shuttered — the agency has played a 
major role in Hurricane Helene recovery efforts, removing millions of cubic 
yards of storm debris from roads, waterways, and private properties.
	 The Wilmington Star-News reported that the warehouse lease was set 
to be terminated prior to DOGE’s involvement, however, raising questions 
about how much of a role Musk’s agency has played in the other closures. 
According to the New York Times, DOGE has repeatedly revised its website 
to correct errors stemming from inflated claims about billions in government 
savings from cut contracts.
	 Also playing a role in relief is the Farm Service Agency, which is losing 
offices in Hendersonville and Wilkesboro as it works to disburse billions in 
recovery funds to farmers in the western part of the state. In a statement to 
the Asheville Citizen-Times, Rep. Chuck Edwards (R-N.C.) said the office 
may move to a new location and indicated the current facility would remain 
in operation until August.
	 The cuts come amid legal challenges and public outcry over Musk’s exten-
sive role in the Trump administration, with opponents arguing DOGE wields 

Rep. Al Green Is Censured 
By US House After Protest
By Lauren Burke

NNPA

	 In one of the quickest punishments of a member of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in the modern era, Congressman Al Green (D-TX) was censured 
by a 224-198 vote Thursday in the House. His censure featured no hearing at 
the House Ethics Committee and his punishment was put on the floor for a 
vote by the Republican controlled House less than 72 hours after the infrac-
tion in question. Of the last three censures of members of the U.S. House, 
two have been members of the Congressional Black Caucus under GOP con-
trol. In 2023, Rep. Jamal Bowman was censured.
	 On the night of March 4, as President Trump delivered a Joint Address to 
Congress, Rep. Green interrupted him twice. Rep. Green shouted, “You don’t 
have a mandate to cut Medicare, and you need to raise the cap on social se-
curity,” to President Trump. In another rare event, Rep. Green was escorted 
off the House floor by security shortly after yelling at the President by order 
of GOP House Speaker Mike Johnson. Over the last four years, members 
of Congress have yelled at President Biden during the State of the Union. 
Georgia Republican Marjorie Taylor-Greene was joined by Republican Rep. 
Lauren Bobert (R-CO) in 2022 in yelling at President Biden. In 2023, Rep. 
Greene, Rep. Bob Good (R-VA), and Rep. Lisa McClain (R-MI) yelled at 
Biden, interrupting his speech. In 2024, wearing a red MAGA hat, a viola-
tion of the rules of the U.S. House, Greene interrupted Biden again. She was 
never censured for her behavior. Rep. Green voted “present” on his censure 
and was joined by freshman Democrat Congressman Shomari Figures of 
Alabama who also voted “present”.
	 All other members of the Congressional Black Caucus voted against cen-
suring Green. Republicans hold a four-seat advantage in the U.S. House after 
the death of Texas Democrat and former Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
yesterday. Ten Democrats voted along with Republicans to censure Rep. 
Green, including Rep. Jim Himes of Connecticut, who is in the leadership as 
the senior Democrat on the House Intelligence Committee. “I respect them 
but, I would do it again,” and “it is a matter of conscience,” Rep. Green told 
Black Press USA’s April Ryan in an exclusive interview on March 5. After the 
vote, a group of Democrats sang “We Shall Overcome” in the well at the front 
of the House chamber. Several Republican members attempted to shout 
down the singing. House Speaker Mike Johnson gaveled the House out of 
session and into a recess. During the brief recess members moved back to 
their seats and out of the well of the House. Shortly after the vote to censor 
Rep. Green, Republican Congressman Andy Ogles of Tennessee quickly filed 
legislation to punish members who participated in the singing of “We Shall 
Overcome.” Earlier this year, Rep. Ogles filed legislation to allow President 
Donald Trump to serve a third term, which is currently unconstitutional. As 
the debate started, the stock market dove down over one-point hours from 
close. 

The ‘Bloody Sunday’ 60th Anniversary 
Marked In Selma With Remembrances 

Thousands Of Mexicans Rally With Pres. 
Sheinbaum To Celebrate Delayed Tariffs

	 SELMA, Ala. (AP) — Charles 
Mauldin was near the front of a line 
of voting rights marchers walking 
in pairs across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge in Selma, Alabama on March 

7, 1965.
	 The marchers were protesting 
white officials’ refusal to allow Black 
Alabamians to register to vote, as 
well as the killing days earlier of 

Jimmie Lee Jackson, a minister and 
voting rights organizer who was shot 
by a state trooper in nearby Marion.
	 At the apex of the span over 
the Alabama River, they saw what 

awaited them: a line of state troop-
ers, deputies and men on horseback. 
They kept going. After they ap-
proached, law enforcement gave a 
two-minute warning to disperse and 
then unleashed violence.
	 “Within about a minute or a half, 
they took their billy clubs, holding it 
on both ends, began to push us back 
to back us in, and then they began to 
beat men, women and children, and 
tear gas men, women and children, 
and cattle prod men, women and 
children viciously,” said Mauldin, 
who was 17 at the time.
	 Selma on Sunday marked the 60th 
anniversary of the clash that became 
known as Bloody Sunday. The attack 
shocked the nation and galvanized 
support for the U.S. Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. The annual commemo-
ration pays homage to those who 
fought to secure voting rights for 
Black Americans and brought calls to 
recommit to the fight for equality.
	 For those gathered in Selma, the 
celebration comes amid concerns 
about new voting restrictions and 
the Trump administration’s effort 
to remake federal agencies they said 

	 MEXICO CITY (AP) — Tens of 
thousands of people packed into 
Mexico’s City main plaza on Sunday 
to celebrate with President Claudia 
Sheinbaum a decision by the U.S. 
to postpone tariffs on many of the 
country’s goods.
	 The crowd clutched large Mexican 
flags and yelled, “Mexico is to be re-
spected!” as they cheered on Shein-
baum.
	 “Fortunately, dialogue and respect 
have prevailed,” she told the crowd.

The celebration comes just days 
after U.S. President Donald Trump 
postponed 25% tariffs on many 
imports from Mexico for a month, 
saying Sheinbaum had made prog-
ress on drug smuggling and illegal 
immigration.
	 Sheinbaum had planned to an-
nounce any retaliatory measures 
on Sunday, but instead held a mass 
celebration.
	 While threats persist, the presi-
dent said she was optimistic tariffs 
would not be applied to Mexico and 
that she would continue to act with a 
“cool head” in the face of Trump.
	 Among Sheinbaum’s supporters 
was Roberto González, a 68-year-old 
computer scientist who raised a sign 
that read “we are united Mexicans.”
	 “The unity of the country is very 
important,” said González, adding 
that is the only way Mexico would be 

able to “face one of the largest pow-
ers in the world.”
	 Also cheering on the president was 
Mariana Rivera, a 40-year-old social 
activist who held up a massive Mexi-
can flag as high as her arms allowed.
	 Despite the dark clouds hanging 
over the country, the activist said she 
was convinced that “the president 
will overcome everything.”
	 Analysts say they don’t expect the 
jubilant ceremony to alleviate the 
climate of uncertainty that threatens 
new investments and the Mexican 
economy, but that it would help 

Sheinbaum consolidate internal sup-
port against Trump, who is setting 
the pace of bilateral relations with 
his powerful rhetoric.
	 “This is an event designed more 
for internal politics,” said political 
scientist and academic Javier Rosiles 
Salas, stating that Sheinbaum will 
seek to strengthen her image and 
leadership with Sunday’s event.
	 Rosiles Salas told The Associ-
ated Press that despite concerns in 
Mexico about the economic impacts 
that a tariff war with the United 
States — its main trading partner 

and destination of more than 80% 
of Mexican exports — could unleash, 
the confrontation with Trump has 
been “very profitable for Claudia 
Sheinbaum” and has allowed her to 
achieve popular support of over 60% 
five months into her term.
	 Although the 62-year-old presi-
dent appears strong now, it is not 
clear whether her political support 
would weaken if the Mexican econo-
my deteriorates because of tensions 
with the U.S.
	 For now, the projections of spe-
cialists and rating agencies are 
not favorable. Most analysts agree 
that if general tariffs are imposed, 
Mexico could face a contraction of 
more than 1% of the Gross Domestic 
Product.
	 A prolonged climate of uncertainty 
doesn’t favor Mexico, according to 
Samuel Ortiz Velásquez, professor 
of the Faculty of Economics at the 
National Autonomous University of 
Mexico.
	 After phone conversations with his 
counterparts in Mexico and Canada, 
Trump decided last Thursday to 
pause until April 2 the general tar-
iffs for products that are under a 
trilateral trade agreement. In early 
February, Trump also suspended 
tariffs after Sheinbaum promised to 
send 10,000 national guards to the 
northern border to contain drug traf-
ficking.

The US Has Pardoned Insurrectionists 
Twice Before, Years Of Racism Followed
	 The Conversation—Donald Trump 
is the third U.S. president to pardon 
a large group of insurrectionists. His 
clemency toward those convicted of 
crimes related to the Jan. 6, 2021, 
insurrection – including seditious 
conspiracy and assaults on police 
officers – was different in key ways 
from the two previous efforts, by An-
drew Johnson in 1868 and Ulysses S. 
Grant in 1873.
	 But they share the apparent hope 
that their pardons would herald 
periods of national harmony. As his-
torians of the period after the Civil 
War, we know that for Johnson and 
Grant, that’s not what happened.
	 A reversion to discrimination
	 When Johnson became president 
in 1865 after the assassination of 
Abraham Lincoln, he faced a com-
bative Congress. Though Johnson 
had opposed the secession of the 
Southern states before the Civil War 
began, he agreed with former Con-
federate leaders that formerly en-
slaved people did not deserve equal-
ity with white people.
	 Further, as a Southerner, he want-
ed to maintain the social conven-
tions and economic structure of the 
South by replacing enslavement with 
economic bondage. This economic 
bondage, called sharecropping, was 
a system by which tenant farmers 
rented land from large landown-

ers. Tenants rarely cleared enough 
to pay their costs and fell into debt. 
In effect, Johnson sought to restore 
the nation to how it was before the 
Civil War, though without legalized 
slavery – and sought every avenue 
available to thwart the plans of the 
Radical Republicans who controlled 
both houses of Congress to create 
full racial equality.
	 Johnson signed an amnesty that 

gave a blanket pardon to all former 
Confederate soldiers. However, he 
required formerly high-ranking Con-
federate officials to individually seek 
pardons for their involvement in the 
rebellion. These officials faced per-
manent disfranchisement and could 
not hold federal office if they did not 
seek a pardon.
	 When Congress was in recess, 
Johnson vetoed two bills that had 

been passed: one to help find homes 
for formerly enslaved people who 
could no longer live on the property 
of their enslavers, and the other to 
define U.S. citizenship and ensure 
equal protection of the laws for Black 
people as well as white people.
	 Johnson also told Southern states 
not to ratify the 14th Amendment, 
whose purpose was to enshrine both 
citizenship and equal protection in 
the Constitution.
	 When Congress came back in ses-
sion, it continued its effort of Recon-
struction of the former Confederate 
states – reforming their racist laws 
and policies to comport with the 
liberty and equality the Union was 
committed to – by overriding John-
son’s vetoes and requiring former 
Confederate states to ratify the 14th 
Amendment as a condition of read-
mission to the Union. But Congress 
could not override the pardons the 
president had granted.
	 This continued political war-
fare resulted in Johnson being im-
peached – but not convicted or 
removed from office. But the back-
and-forth also stalled Reconstruction 
and efforts toward racial equality, 
ultimately dooming the effort.
	 The rise of the KKK
	 Nathan Bedford Forrest was not 

(See INSURRECTIONISTS P. 2)

In 1986, the Ku Klux Klan marched through the streets of Pulaski, 
Tenn., to protest the national celebration of Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s birthday.  AP Photo/Mark Humphrey
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helped make America a democracy 
for all.
	 Speaking at the pulpit of the city’s 
historic Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jef-
fries said what happened in Selma 
changed the nation. He said the 
60th anniversary comes at a time 
when there is “trouble all around” 
and some “want to whitewash our 
history.” But he said like the march-
ers of Bloody Sunday, they must 
keep going.
	 “At this moment, faced with trou-
ble on every side, we’ve got to press 
on,” Jeffries said to the crowd that 
included the Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
multiple members of Congress and 
others gathered for the commemora-
tion.
	 Members of Congress joined with 
Bloody Sunday marchers to lead a 

march of several thousand people 
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge. 
They stopped to pray at the site 
where marchers were beaten in 1965.
	 “We gather here on the 60th anni-
versary of Bloody Sunday when our 
country is in chaos,” said U.S. Rep. 
Terri Sewell of Alabama.
	 Sewell, a Selma native, noted the 
number of voting restrictions intro-
duced since the U.S. Supreme Court 
effectively abolished a key part of 
the Voting Rights Act that required 
jurisdictions with a history of racial 
discrimination to clear new voting 
laws with the Justice Department. 
Other speakers noted the Trump ad-
ministration’s push to end diversity, 
equity and inclusion efforts and a 
rollback of equal opportunity ex-
ecutive orders that have been on the 
books since the 1960s.

	 In 1965, the Bloody Sunday 
marchers led by John Lewis and Ho-
sea Williams walked in pairs across 
the Selma bridge headed toward 
Montgomery.
	 “We had steeled our nerves to a 
point where we were so determined 
that we were willing to confront. It 
was past being courageous. We were 
determined, and we were indignant,” 
Mauldin recalled.
	 He said the “country was not a 
democracy for Black folks” until vot-
ing rights. “And we’re still constantly 
fighting to make that a more con-
crete reality for ourselves.”
	 Kirk Carrington was just 13 on 
Bloody Sunday and was chased 
through the city by a man on a horse 
wielding a stick. “When we started 
marching, we did not know the im-
pact we would have in America,” he 

said.
	 Dr. Verdell Lett Dawson, who 
grew up in Selma, remembers a time 
when she was expected to lower her 
gaze if she passed a white person on 
the street to avoid making eye con-
tact.
	 Dawson and Mauldin said they are 
concerned about the potential dis-
mantling of the Department of Edu-
cation and other changes to federal 
agencies.
	 Support from the federal govern-
ment “is how Black Americans have 
been able to get justice, to get some 
semblance of equality, because left 
to states’ rights, it is going to be the 
white majority that’s going to rule,” 
Dawson said.
	 “That that’s a tragedy of 60 years 
later: what we are looking at now is a 
return to the 1950s,” Dawson said.

The ‘Bloody Sunday’ 60th Anniversary —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Unemployed: Axed Federal Workers Face 
Relatives Who Celebrate Their Firing
	 NEW YORK (AP) — Scrambling to 
replace their health insurance and to 
find new work, some laid-off federal 
workers are running into another 
unexpected unpleasantry: Relatives 
cheering their firing.
	 The country’s bitterly tribal poli-
tics are spilling into text chains, 
social media posts and heated con-
versations as Americans absorb 
the reality of cost-cutting measures 
directed by President Donald Trump 
and carried out by billionaire Elon 
Musk’s Department of Government 
Efficiency. Expecting sympathy, 
some axed workers are finding fami-
ly and friends who instead are stead-
fast in their support of what they see 
as a bloated government’s waste.
	 “I’ve been treated as a public en-
emy by the government and now it’s 
bleeding into my own family,” says 
24-year-old Luke Tobin, who was 
fired last month from his job as a 
technician with the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice in Idaho’s Nez Perce National 
Forest.
	 Tobin’s job loss sent him scurrying 
to fill prescriptions before he lost his 
health insurance and filling out doz-
ens of applications to find whatever 
work he can, even if it’s at a fast-food 
restaurant. But some relatives react-
ing to his firing as “what has to hap-
pen to make the government great 
again” has been one of the worst 
parts of the entire ordeal.

	 “They can’t separate their ideology 
and their politics from supporting 
their own family and their own loved 
ones,” says Tobin.
	 Kristin Jenn got a similar response 
from members of her family after 
she learned the National Park Ser-
vice ranger job she was due to start 
had been put on hold by the DOGE 
hiring freeze. She thinks it’s likely 
the job will be eliminated altogether.
	 As she has expressed her disap-
pointment over potentially losing 
her dream job, some members of her 

mostly conservative family have un-
friended her on social media. Others 
are giving her the silent treatment. 
Nearly all favor such cuts even if 
she’s a victim of them.
	 “My life is disintegrating because I 
can’t work in my chosen field,” says 
Jenn, 47, from Austin, Texas. “Lump 
on top of that no support from fam-
ily – it hits you very hard.”
	 The strife has extended to Jenn’s 
mother, a former federal employee 
herself. When she has criticized the 
administration’s actions, her mother 

simply says she supports the presi-
dent.
	 “She has somehow been convinced 
that public servants are a parasite 
and unproductive even though she 
was a public servant,” says Jenn.
	 The federal job cuts are the work 
of DOGE, which has been tearing 
through agencies looking for sus-
pected waste. No official tally of fir-
ings has been released, but the list 
stretches into the thousands and to 
nearly every part of the country.
	 More layoffs are expected as 
DOGE continues its work.
	 Eric Anderson, 48, of Chicago, 
was still absorbing the shock of be-
ing fired from his National Park 
Service job as a biological science 
technician when he came across his 
aunt’s social media post celebrating 
the DOGE cuts. The gist, Anderson 
said, was, “Man, it sure is great see-
ing all this waste being knocked off.”
	 He grows angry thinking about it.
	 “Do you think I’m a waste?” he 
says, his voice rising as he recalls the 
post. “There are a lot of people out 
there that are hurting right now that 
are not a waste.”
	 Erica Stubbs, who was working as 
a forestry technician with the U.S. 
Forest Service in Boulder, Colorado, 
is avoiding social media after seeing 
hate for federal workers.

covered by Johnson’s general am-
nesty. As a former Confederate gen-
eral, he had to apply for a personal 
presidential pardon, which John-
son granted on July 17, 1868. Two 
months later, Forrest represented 
Tennessee at the Democratic Party’s 
national convention in New York 
City.
	 He also took command of the Ku 
Klux Klan, the unofficial militant 
wing of the Democratic Party. For-
rest initiated the title “Grand Wiz-
ard,” a bizarre title derived from 
his Civil War nickname, “Wizard of 
the Saddle.” He became a leader of 
former Confederates who resisted 
Reconstruction through violence and 
terror.
	 After his pardon, Forrest per-
fected a rhetorical technique for his 
extremism. His biographer Court 
Carney described it as a multistep 
process, starting with, “Say some-
thing exaggerated and inflamma-
tory that plays well with supporters.” 
Then, deny saying it “to maintain a 
semblance of professional decorum.” 
Then, blur the threats with “crowd 
pleasing humor.” It proved an ef-
fective way of threatening violence 
while being able to deny responsibil-
ity for any violence that occurred.
	 Under Forrest’s leadership, mem-
bership in the violent, racist Ku Klux 
Klan spread almost everywhere in 
the South. Records are sketchy, so 

it’s impossible to say how many peo-
ple were lynched, but the Equal Jus-
tice Initiative has documented 2,000 
lynchings of Black Americans during 
Reconstruction. Black women and 
girls were often raped by klansmen 
or members of its successor militias.
	 It’s also not possible to say how 
many pardoned ex-Confederates 
participated in the lynchings. But the 
violence was so widespread that just 
about everyone, North and South, 
thought the political violence was a 
resumption of the Civil War.
	 In the Piedmont of the Carolinas, 
klan violence amounted to a shadow 
government of white nationalists. 
Grant ordered the U.S. Army to 
apprehend the klansmen, and a 
newly minted Department of Justice 
prosecuted the insurrectionists for 
violating civil rights guaranteed by 
the 14th and 15th amendments. After 
several trials that proved to be what 
the federal judiciary’s official history 
calls “dramatic spectacles,” federal 
judges handed down conviction after 
conviction.
	 The federal government’s decisive 
action allowed for a relatively free 
presidential election in 1872. Black 
voters helped Grant win in eight 
Southern states, contributing to his 
landslide victory.
	 But after his reelection, Grant 
appointed a new attorney general, 
who dropped the pending klan cas-

es. Grant also pardoned klansmen 
who had already been convicted of 
crimes.
	 Grant hoped his gesture would 
encourage Southerners to accept the 
nation’s new birth of freedom.
	 It didn’t. The pardons told former 
Confederates that they were win-
ning.
	 John Christopher Winsmith, an 
ex-Confederate who embraced racial 
equality and whose father had been 
shot by the KKK, wrote to Grant 
in 1873, “A few trials and convic-
tions in the U.S. Courts, and then 
the pardoning of the criminals” had 
emboldened what he called “the hid-
eous monster – Ku Kluxism.”
	 And a new gang arose, too: the 
Red Shirts, who began to murder 
Black people openly, not even in se-
cret as the klan did. Two of the Red 
Shirts were later elected to the U.S. 
Senate.
	 Paramilitary groups established 
anti-democratic one-party rule in 
every former Confederate state, im-
posing discriminatory laws known 
as Jim Crow, which were enforced by 
lynchings and other forms of racial 
violence.
	 The federal government took no 
substantive action against this for a 
century, until the 20th century’s Civ-
il Rights Movement sparked change. 
And it wasn’t until 2022 that Con-
gress passed an anti-lynching bill.

Pardoned Insurrectionists—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Nathan Bedford Forrest, cen-
ter, in a Confederate uniform, 
joins a caricature of an Irish 
immigrant, left, and Democratic 
Party chairman August Belmont 
in trampling the rights of a Black 
Union veteran, depicted lying 
on the ground.  Thomas Nast, 
Harper’s Weekly, 1868.

unconstitutional authority. In a cabinet meeting Thursday, President Donald 
Trump told cabinet officials that Musk does not have the power to unilater-
ally fire their employees, Politico reported.
	 “DOGE has been an incredible success, and now that we have my Cabi-
net in place, I have instructed the Secretaries and Leadership to work with 
DOGE on Cost Cutting measures and Staffing,” Trump wrote in a Truth 
Social post after the meeting. “It’s very important that we cut levels down to 
where they should be, but it’s also important to keep the best and most pro-
ductive people.”

------------
RESEARCHERS, STUDENTS FLOOD HALIFAX MALL TO 
PROTEST TRUMP ADMINISTRATION CUTS TO SCIENCE

	 Hundreds of scientists and students overtook Raleigh’s Halifax Mall Fri-
day to call for an end to the Trump administration’s attacks on funding for 
the sciences and higher education, warning of calamity for North Carolina’s 
research economy.
	 Part of a nationwide “Stand Up for Science” protest that drew crowds from 
San Francisco’s Civic Center Plaza to Boston Common — including a crowd 
of thousands outside the Lincoln Memorial — the demonstration at noon 
in Raleigh took aim at President Donald Trump’s cuts to cancer research, 
support of anti-vaccine activists, and threats toward universities around the 
country.
	 The demonstration comes nearly eight years after the Raleigh March for 
Science, when the scientists of the Research Triangle first mobilized against 
the Trump administration’s cuts to scientific funding. Speakers Friday 
warned that today, the crisis is far darker.
	 “Because of the rhetoric that we heard in the 2016 campaign, I knew sci-
ence was facing a grim future,” said Jamie Vernon, CEO of the research 
honor society Sigma Xi. “Now, we find ourselves at a critical juncture once 
more. The assaults on science have intensified, and the stakes have never 
been higher. Our future hinges on whether we choose to defend and uphold 
scientific integrity.”
	 The protest did the unthinkable: it brought together students from Duke, 
UNC, and NC State for the same cause. Different sections of the crowd 
cheered as Vernon named an array of North Carolina’s premier universities 
and technical schools.
	 Nyssa Tucker, a Ph.D. student at UNC Chapel Hill and a member of the 
campus workers union, outlined a set of fundamental demands for the 
Trump administration as the rally kicked off: resume and expand funding 
for the sciences; reinstate fired federal workers; end censorship and political 
interference in research; and defend diversity, equity, inclusion, and acces-
sibility.
	 “Science is for everyone, science keeps us safe and enables to live longer, 
healthier lives,” Tucker said to cheers. “We call on leaders at every level, re-
gardless of political affiliation, to champion and protect scientific research, 
education, and communication for the progress, prosperity, and wellbeing of 
us all.”
	 Trump has sought to slash funding by the National Institutes of Health in 
particular, aiming to implement an across-the-board 15% cap on funding for 
the “indirect costs” of research — a change that a federal judge in Massachu-
setts said would cause “immediate, devastating, and irreparable” harm to 
universities.
	 Federal funding for indirect costs, also known as facilities and adminis-
trative costs, help pay the wages of the many North Carolinians who work 
to maintain and assist research institutions — as one protester’s sign put it, 
“indirect costs are blue collar wages.”
	 “Those are people who live in my neighborhood,” said Mark Peifer, a can-
cer cell biology researcher at UNC Chapel Hill. “Right down the street from 
me is a person who made our fruit fly food, is a person who fixes the cold 
room when it goes down.”

(See NO JOB P. 3)

Understanding Legacy: It’s Beyond Just Money
	 Celebrating the convergence of 
Black History Month and Women’s 
History Month is more than just an 
annual 59-day acknowledgement 
of our heroes and heritage. It’s an 
intentional recognition of our legacy 
and a time to honor Black women’s 
resilience, contributions, and ongo-
ing impact. From activism to arts, 
politics to science, we’ve always been 
at the forefront of social change, often 
without due recognition. Our stories 
are essential not just for historical re-
flection but as a foundation for future 
generations to build upon.
	 Generally, when the word “legacy” 
enters the conversation, most people 
think about wealth and financial in-
heritance. It can mean transferring 
money and material items to family, 
friends, and community institutions. 
It can mean making philanthropic 
donations to foundations, museums, 
colleges, and universities. It can mean 
erecting and naming buildings as a 
gesture of honor, like the NASA head-
quarters in Washington, DC named 
for Mary Jackson, the agency’s first 
Black woman engineer.
	 But legacy is so much more expan-
sive than just passing down money. 

“It is really about leaving your mark 
and something for the generations 
that follow. [It’s] what someone will 
say about you when you’re gone,” 
said wealth strategist and attorney 
Melanie Lee. “Wealth definitely has 
a spiritual and community aspect. 
Wealth deals with your health and 
your wellbeing.”
	 When you think about legacy holis-
tically, it also includes recorded histo-
ry passed down from one generation 
to the next is a form of inheritance, 
especially within Black families. Most 
people don’t recognize that but with-
out preservation, our stories can get 
lost over time. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to highlight, remember, and hon-
or key women who have left a legacy 
of knowledge, culture, and influence. 
Their work in the arts, entertainment, 
science, and technology has historical 
relevance and impact on how we live 
today.
	 Phillis Wheatley, who wrote Poems 
on Various Subjects, Religious and 
Moral, was the first American of Af-
rican descent and the third colonial 
American woman to have her work 
published.
	 Kara Walker, an artist known for 

silhouette figures that investigate 
race, gender, sexuality, and violence, 
creates powerful works that challenge 
the complexity of American history.
	 Gladys West, a mathematician 
who was hired by the Department 
of Defense, helped develop what we 
know now as our global positioning 
system—or GPS.
	 Hazel Scott, a multi-gifted singer 
and jazz pianist, was the first African-
American woman to host her own 
television show.
	 These women are part of the story 
of how defying the odds and using 
their talents exemplified their bril-
liance and made our society better 
at the same time. Highlighting their 
work is important because “there’s a 
responsibility to teach the next gen-
eration,” Lee added.
	 Legacy is about more than just 
material wealth—it’s about passing 
down values, wisdom, and the re-
sources that have shaped our culture, 
beliefs, and communities. That’s as 
important for your family as it is 
for a curated museum exhibition or 
documentary project. Establishing a 
strong legacy requires intentionality 
and action.

	 Here’s how you can ensure that 
what matters most to you is pre-
served and honored:
•Determine what you find valuable – 
Think about the aspects of your life—
material or intangible—that you want 
to pass down, including heirlooms, 
recipes, a family business, letters, or 
financial resources.
•Write it down – Clearly document 
how your legacy should be distrib-
uted. Outline who should receive 
specific assets, why they matter, and 
any guidance you want to provide. 
•Consult an estate attorney – Legal-
izing your wishes ensures they are 
protected and carried out as you envi-
sion. 
•File and record legal documents – 
Once your estate plan is formalized, 
make sure it’s properly recorded with 
relevant institutions, such as banks 
and property records offices.
•Communicate, communicate, com-
municate – Your legacy plan should 
not be a mystery. Inform the individ-
uals who will manage your legacy and 
ultimately benefit from it, whether 
they’re family members, advisors, or 
executors, so they understand your 
vision and their responsibilities.
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Business & Finance
‘Bear With Me,’ Trump Says As Tariffs Begin To Take Effect
	 OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Farmers 
and meat producers across the U.S. 
can expect the new tariffs on Mexico, 
Canada and China and the retalia-
tory action from those countries to 
hurt their bottom lines by billions 
of dollars if they stay in place a 
while, and consumers could quickly 
see higher prices for produce and 
ground beef.
	 But some of the impact on farm-
ers might not be felt until the next 
harvest and some products might 
actually get cheaper in the short run 
for consumers if exports suffer. And 
the price of corn, wheat and soy-
beans accounts for relatively little 
of the price of most products. Plus, 
President Donald Trump could offer 
farmers significant aid payments, as 
he did during the trade war with Chi-
na during his first administration, to 
offset some of the losses.
	 In his address to Congress Tues-
day night, Trump argued that ag-
ricultural imports hurt American 
farmers and asked them to “bear 
with me again” as he seeks to protect 
them. He didn’t mention any addi-
tional aid.
	 “I love the farmer,” he said.
	 If the tariffs make farmers un-
easy about investing in expensive 
tractors and consumers worry so 
much about groceries that they cut 
other spending, that would hurt the 
economy overall and could even lead 
to a recession. And consumers were 
already worried about record egg 
prices amid a bird flu outbreak.

	 “Exactly how strong our economy 
is over time has a lot to do with U.S. 
consumers’ comfort with continuing 
to go out to restaurants and continu-
ing to buy washers and dryers and 
just that general activity. And a lot of 
what we’re talking about here is prob-
ably going to slow some of that,” said 
Glynn Tonsor, an agricultural econo-
mist at Kansas State University.
	 The situation has some farmers 
stocking up on equipment and sup-
plies in preparation for prices to go 
up, but it’s not like they can easily 
buy all their fertilizer ahead of time. 
And consumers might have a hard 
time stockpiling perishable products 
like avocados and ground beef.
	 The details of how the tariffs are 
implemented and whether any prod-
ucts are excluded will also matter.
	 Corn and soybean prices for this 
year’s harvest already fell roughly 
10% since the tariffs were first an-
nounced a couple of weeks ago.
	 Joe Janzen, an agricultural econo-
mist with the University of Illinois, 
said that has “snuffed out” any prof-
itability in those crops. He called 
Trump’s comments that farmers may 
be able to sell more of their products 
at home “at best tone deaf.”
	 “There is no domestic market for 
the amount of corn, soybeans, wheat, 
and other agricultural products that 
we now export in significant quanti-
ties,” he said.
	 Meanwhile, as crop prices decline, 
farmers might see their fertilizer 
bill jump because 85% of the potash 

American farmers use in fertilizer 
comes from Canada, which also sup-
plies some nitrogen fertilizer as well. 
The Fertilizer Institute President 
and CEO Corey Rosenbusch said “an 
open, fair, predictable and transpar-
ent trade environment between the 
U.S. and Canada is vital.”
	 “We need potash to raise health-
ier crops,” said Minnesota farmer 
Danny Lundell, who hosted Gov. 
Tim Walz on his corn and soybean 
farm near Cannon Falls on Tuesday. 
“And it doesn’t matter if you’re big, 
medium or small, it’s going to affect 
you.”
	 But Iowa State agricultural econo-
mist Chad Hart said many farmers 

applied fertilizer to their fields last 
fall and may not have to pay the 
higher fertilizer bills until later.
	 What about meat prices?
	 The United States imports a lot 
of lean beef to mix with fattier beef 
produced at American plants to 
make hamburger, and that imported 
beef will get more expensive because 
nearly half of it comes from Canada 
and Mexico. That’s likely to show 
up in grocery stores in six to eight 
weeks.
	 America exported more than $1.8 
billion worth of chicken and another 
$8.4 billion in red meat to Mexico, 
Canada and China. These tariffs 
could easily lead to a 10% drop in 

exports, Tonsor said.
	 If farmers aren’t able to move 
that much meat overseas because of 
tariffs, they can seek to sell more do-
mestically -- but they’ll likely have to 
discount prices. Bad for farmers, but 
potentially good for consumers.
	 The impact will vary by product. 
For instance, demand for steaks and 
bacon may remain relatively steady 
because little of that is exported, but 
the price of hams could drop in the 
U.S. because Mexico is a major buyer 
of those. The price of specialty cuts 
like beef tongue that are almost en-
tirely exported will plummet.
	 Livestock producers will see a bit 
of relief because the cost of the feed 
they use will decline, but Tonsor said 
they will still lose money overall.
	 “Farmers are very concerned,” 
said Steve Kuiper, a director at the 
Iowa Corn Growers Association. 
“People just aren’t buying stuff,” he 
said, which is hitting big companies 
like John Deere and local suppliers 
that sell their equipment.
	 That’s the case for farmers who 
grow table crops as well as commod-
ities. Katy Rogers, who manages an 
organic farm outside Indianapolis, 
said that as soon as Trump started 
talking about tariffs she bought 
everything she thought would see a 
price hike in the coming months.
	 Kuiper hopes that the impacts of 
tariffs can be mitigated and eventu-
ally lead to a more level playing field 
that benefits farmers. He wants to 
see trade open with more countries. 

	 Though most people in her life have been supportive since she was fired, 
some have made passing comments about the necessity of eliminating jobs 
like hers.
	 “What they tell me is it’s just cutting out the waste, the excess spending — 
that your job’s not that important,” says 27-year-old Stubbs. “I’m not saying 
it’s the most important job in the world but it’s my job. It’s important to me.”
	 Social media is teeming with posts reveling the layoffs and urging DOGE: 
“Fire more!” In a fiercely divided country, many saw the cutbacks through 
their own political lens.
	 One man’s devastation, it turns out, can be another man’s delight.
	 Riley Rackliffe, who was working as an aquatic ecologist at Lake Mead 
National Recreation Area in Nevada, was buoyed that his firing led so many 
friends and relatives to reach out, offering to pass his resume along, call their 
congressman or even help with his mortgage.
	 Mixed with that, though, has been the vitriol.
	 When his firing made the local news, a Facebook posting of the story led to 
a storm of comments deriding him and championing the layoffs. One person 
called Riley, who is 36 and holds a Ph.D., a “glorified pool boy” whose job 
nearly anyone could do.
	 Even some of Rackliffe’s friends paired their expressions of consolation 
for Rackliffe with support for cutting jobs they contended were unnecessary 
government bloat.
	 “Hey, I’m sorry you lost your job but I think we really need to cut out some 
of this waste in the government,” Rackliffe said one friend texted him, saying 
he supported DOGE’s aims. “He basically said, ’We’ve got to do this. We’ve 
got to rip off the Band-Aid.”
	 What stings most, Rackliffe says, is the contention that people like him 
were lazy and worthless, collecting big paychecks for meaningless work.
	 “It’s really hurtful for the president to insinuate that you don’t exist or that 
your job consisted of sitting at home doing nothing and cashing the pay-
check,” he says. “I’d like to see him sifting through spiny naiad in 120-degree 
weather looking for parasitic snails. He’s the one that goes golfing on the 
government dime. I don’t even know how to golf.”
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For instance, he said that for corn, 
China had already been favoring 
trade with Brazil, so he instead sees 
opportunity in places like India.
	 But Trump has threatened ad-
ditional reciprocal tariffs on other 
countries on April 2, which could 
make it harder for farmers to shift 
their exports to other countries.
	 What is the lasting impact?
	 Trump can do a lot to ease farm-
ers’ pain with aid payments. He gave 
them more than $22 billion in aid 
payments in 2019 and nearly $46 
billion in 2020, though that year also 
included aid related to the pandemic.
	 But Janzen notes that Trump is 
working to drastically slash spending 
across the federal government.
	 Walz, who lost his bid to become 
vice president last fall, said the tar-
iffs will hurt trading relationships 
and prompt buyers in China, Mexico 
and Canada to look elsewhere.
	 Some trade experts question how 
long Trump’s tariffs will last as they 
boost prices for American consum-
ers, including his base voters, who 
have long complained about inflation 
and rising food prices.
	 “It is going to do nothing to help 
with the food inflation in the U.S,” 
said Timothy Wise, author of “Eating 
Tomorrow” and expert on agricul-
tural trade between Mexico and the 
U.S. “I don’t see it as sustainable. I 
don’t find it plausible that corporate 
folks who surround Trump are going 
to sit back and allow him to destroy 
their foreign markets.”

How To Organize Your Financial Life Ahead Of Natural Disasters
	 NEW YORK (AP) — If you live in 
a part of the world prone to wild-
fires, floods, blizzards, tornadoes, 
or earthquakes, there are ways you 
can make sure you’re financially 
prepared for disaster, beyond in-
surance.
	 The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Association and the Red 
Cross advise that households gath-
er important documents and con-
tacts in a safe place, take photo-
graphs or record a video of the 
rooms in your home and any valu-
able belongings, and to have cash 
on hand, in case ATMs and elec-
tronic or online banking resources 
aren’t available, among other guid-
ance.
	 Lisa Berdie, director of policy 
and research for the Financial 
Health Network, an organization 
that focuses on underserved con-
sumers, refers to these steps as 
“preparedness,” but stresses the 
need for “investments in efforts to 
lessen the severity of climate im-
pacts, reduce risks, and minimize 
financial harm.”
	 “Key here is recognizing that it 

is not just the headline-grabbing 
events, but smaller-scale events 
and chronic stressors (for example, 
heat) that have dramatic financial 
consequences for households,” 
Berdie said. “Some of the action 
steps that households can consider 
(there)...  include weatherizing 
homes and addressing health haz-
ards that are worsened by climate 
hazards, like mold and air quality.”
	 Here’s what you can do to be 
more financially prepared and or-
ganized in case of disaster:
FIRST, COMPILE AND ASSESS
	 According to FEMA, the first 
thing to do is compile important 
documents. These include: birth 
and marriage certificates, social 
security cards, military service 
records and your pet’s ID tags, mi-
crochip and vaccination records.
	 Other documents to have orga-
nized include: housing payments, 
utility bills, credit/debit card in-
formation, receipts from child sup-
port, checking, savings, and retire-
ment account numbers, insurance 
policies, paystubs, tax statements, 
and wills, according to FEMA.

	 Medical information to have on 
hand includes: health insurance 
and pharmacy cards, records of 
immunizations and allergies, cop-
ies of prescriptions, and records of 
medical devices or equipment for 
disabilities.
	 Also make records of important 
contacts, such as:

1. Landlord or mortgage represen-
tatives
2. Doctors, dentists, or other health 
care providers
3. Insurance agents
4. Representatives in charge of 
military benefits and social and 
disability services
5. Assistive technology or medical 

equipment providers
6. Lawyers
7. Financial advisors
8. Banking institutions
9. Neighborhood, civic, and house 
of worship contacts
	 “Make sure you store important 
phone numbers somewhere besides 
just your cell phone,” FEMA ad-
vises.
WHY IS THIS INFORMATION 

NECESSARY?
	 When you apply for disaster as-
sistance, you may need to show 
proof of ID or income. You may 
also need to re-establish financial 
accounts if checks are destroyed or 
if online access is down.
	 Other records can help you prove 
the identity of household members, 
maintain or re-establish contact 
with family and friends, maintain 
contact with employers, and apply 
for other forms of assistance.
HOW ELSE CAN I ORGANIZE 

MY FINANCIAL LIFE TO 
PREPARE FOR DISASTER?

	 If you don’t have an original ver-
sion of a document listed above, 
contact the appropriate company 
or agency to request a copy. If you 
receive paper checks for any fed-
eral benefits, consider enrolling 
in automatic benefits, and if you 
receive paper checks from an em-
ployer, consider requesting direct 
deposit or prepaid debit cards.
	 FEMA also advises printing or 
downloading statements of any 
bills paid automatically, such as 
rent or mortgage payments, utili-
ties, loan payments, and member-
ship fees. Downloading banking 
and bill payment apps for your 
phone can also help you stay mo-
bile in times of emergency.
	 Photographing or recording a 
video of the rooms in your home 
and any valuable belongings is also 
advisable as a form of record keep-
ing.

STORE CASH ALONG WITH 
IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

	 FEMA and the Red Cross advise 
individuals to keep cash in the 
same safe location as one’s impor-
tant documents to pay for emer-
gency purchases in the event that 
ATMs aren’t functioning or banks 
are closed. The amount of cash 
should be based on the basic needs 
of your family, including gas, food, 
and medications.

MAKE SURE YOUR 
INFORMATION IS UP-TO-

DATE
	 Review insurance policies and 
financial paperwork to be sure 
they’re accurate and current — that 
includes homeowners, auto, and 
renters insurance.

STORE DOCUMENTS 
SECURELY

	 Store paper and electronic cop-
ies of all files in safe locations. 
Consider keeping paper copies in 
a fireproof and waterproof box or 
safe, a bank safe deposit box, or 
with a trusted friend or relative.
	 If you’re already using a safe 
deposit box, check state laws to 
confirm who can and can’t access 
the safe if the owner dies or can’t 
access it themselves due to injury 
or illness, FEMA advises.
	 To store electronic copies of 
important documents, use a pass-
word-protected format on a flash 
or external hard drive, which you 
can also keep in the fireproof, wa-
terproof box.

FINALLY, UPDATE 
CONSISTENTLY

	 Revisit and update your docu-
ments regularly.
	 Updates are especially important 
when significant changes in your 
life occur, such as: when your in-
surance changes, when you move, 
open or close bank accounts, be-
come married or divorced, when 
you have a child, when your child 
changes schools, during retirement 
planning, and if there’s a death in 
the household.

NAHB Group Secures Lumber Inclusion In 
Delay Of Mexican And Canadian Tariffs
	 The situation surrounding tariffs 
remains fluid, with a flurry of activity 
in Washington this week. On March 
4, President Trump imposed tariffs 
of 25% on Canadian and Mexican 
goods entering the U.S. and slapped 
an additional 10% tariff on Chinese 
products, which follows an initial 
10% tariff last month.
	 Then on March 6, Trump an-
nounced a one-month tariff delay 
until April 2 on all products from 
Mexico and Canada that are covered 
by the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA), a free trade 
treaty that Trump negotiated in his 
last term to replace NAFTA. While 
there is no specific language in the 
USMCA addressing Canadian soft-
wood lumber, NAHB worked with 
the White House to ensure it was 
covered under the latest pause on 
tariff implementation.
	 Two essential materials used in 
new home construction, softwood 
lumber and gypsum (used for dry-
wall), are largely sourced from Can-
ada and Mexico, respectively. Ad-
ditionally, numerous raw materials 
and components, ranging from steel 
and aluminum to home appliances, 
are sourced from China and are al-
ready subject to existing 301 and 232 
tariffs, which add increased costs 
to construction that are ultimately 
passed on to consumers in the price 
of a home.

	 Canada, Mexico and China are 
America’s three largest trading 
partners. If the new tariffs on 
Mexico and Canada go into effect 
next month (the tariffs on China 
have already been imposed), they 
are projected to raise the cost of 
imported construction materials 
by more than $3 billion. NAHB 
has received anecdotal reports 
from members that they are plan-
ning for tariffs to increase material 
costs between $7,500 and $10,000 
on the average new single-family 
home. NAHB will be surveying 

members to better gauge real-
world impacts as suppliers adjust 
prices in response to proposed or 
imposed tariffs.
	 Further aggravating the situa-
tion, the prospect of 25% tariffs on 
Canadian products, which include 
softwood lumber critical to the U.S. 
home building industry, would be 
on top of the existing 14.5% lumber 
tariffs previously imposed by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. 
This means that tariffs on Canadian 
lumber will surge to 39.5% on April 
2. Moreover, the Commerce Depart-

ment has signaled that it plans to 
roughly double the 14.5% tariff rate 
later this year, possibly in Septem-
ber, meaning that the overall tariff 
rate on Canadian softwood lumber 
could rise above 50% in the fall and 
even approach 60%.
	 Two New Executive Orders on 
Lumber
	 On March 1, the White House is-
sued two executive orders on lum-
ber. The first order centers on the 
need to expand American timber 
production and the second directive 
looks to examine if imports of timber 
and lumber threaten national secu-
rity.
	 NAHB welcomes efforts to elimi-
nate barriers to domestic lumber 
production to reduce our reliance 
on lumber imports and meet home 
builders’ demand. The U.S. currently 
imports roughly 30% of the softwood 
lumber the nation uses because there 
is not enough domestic capacity to 
meet demand.
	 Trump’s directive to examine cur-
rent policies related to permitting 
and timber salvage are welcome first 
steps toward responsibly increasing 
domestic production. Trump’s exec-
utive order directing the Commerce 
Department to investigate national 
security concerns related to lumber 
imports could also help identify 
obstacles that have limited sawmill 
production to date.


