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Feeling Betrayed By Increased Minority Support For
Trump, Black Women Say They re Steppm

ATLANTA (AP) — As she checked
into a recent flight to Mexico for
vacation, Teja Smith chuckled at the
idea of joining another Women’s
March on Washington.

As a Black woman, she just
couldn’t see herself helping to rep-
licate the largest act of resistance
against then-President Donald
Trump’s first term in January 2017.
Even in an election this year where
Trump questioned his opponent’s
race, held rallies featuring racist
insults and falsely claimed Black
migrants in Ohio were eating resi-
dents’ pets, he didn’t just win a
second term. He became the first
Republican in two decades to clinch
the popular vote, although by a small
margin.

“It’s like the people have spoken
and this is what America looks like,”
said Smith, the Los Angeles-based
founder of the advocacy social media
agency, Get Social. “And there’s not
too much more fighting that you're
going to be able to do without losing
your own sanity.”

After Trump was declared the
winner over Democratic Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, many politi-
cally engaged Black women said they
were so dismayed by the outcome
that they were reassessing — but
not completely abandoning — their
enthusiasm for electoral politics and
movement organizing.

Black women often carry much of
the work of getting out the vote in
their communities. They had vigor-
ously supported the historic candi-
dacy of Harris, who would have been
the first woman of Black and South
Asian descent to win the presidency.

Harris’ loss spurred a wave of
Black women across social media
resolving to prioritize themselves,
before giving so much to a country
that over and over has shown its in-
difference to their concerns.

AP VoteCast, a survey of more
than 120,000 voters, found that 6

in 10 Black women said the future of
democracy in the United States was
the single most important factor for
their vote this year, a higher share
than for other demographic groups.
But now, with Trump set to return
to office in two months, some Black
women are renewing calls to em-
phasize rest, focus on mental health
and become more selective about

what fight they lend their organizing
power to.

“America is going to have to save
herself,” said LaTosha Brown, the
co-founder of the national voting
rights group Black Voters Matter.

She compared Black women’s
presence in social justice movements
as “core strategists and core organiz-
ers” to the North Star, known as the

most consistent and dependable star
in the galaxy because of its seem-
ingly fixed position in the sky. People
can rely on Black women to lead
change, Brown said, but the next
four years will look different.

“That’s not a herculean task that’s
for us. We don’t want that title. ...
I have no goals to be a martyr for a
nation that cares nothing about me,”

Bishop T.D. Jakes Experiences “Health
Incident’ During Today’s Sunday Service

By Ariana Brockington

Today.com

Bishop T.D. Jakes is stable after
experiencing a “health incident” dur-
ing his recent Sunday service.

The pastor and motivational
speaker was speaking at The Potter’s
House of Dallas, a nondenomina-
tional Christian church, on Nov. 24
when the incident occurred.

The 67-year-old was delivering a
sermon onstage when he appeared
to pause, and a crowd of people ap-
proached him, based on footage of
the service livestream shared to so-
cial media.

After the service, The Potter’s
House of Dallas shared a statement
on Jakes’ official X account provid-
ing an update on the bishop’s health.

“During today’s service, Bishop
T.D. Jakes experienced a slight

health incident and received im-
mediate medical attention following
his powerful hour long message,”
the statement said. “Bishop Jakes is
stable and under the care of medi-

cal professionals. The entire Potter’s
House family is grateful for the out-
pouring of love, prayers, and support
from the community.”

The Dallas megachurch thanked

its members for their understanding
and prayers.

TODAY.com has reached out to
Jakes’ representative for comment.

Prior to the service, Jakes had
posted on social media encouraging
churchgoers to tune in either in per-
son or online at 9 a.m. CT.

“I'm ready to share what God gave
me with YOU! Our real meal for
Thanksgiving is the word of God!”
he wrote in a caption on Instagram
next to a photo of him dressed in his
church attire.

The Potter’s House has more than
30,000 members and was founded
in 1996, according to the church’s
website.

In addition to being a pastor,
Jakes is also a husband and father.
He has been married to Serita Jakes
since 1982 and the couple share five
children.

Colleagues Urge Biden To Use Clemency
Power To Address Mass Incarceration

WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
Congressman James E. Clyburn (SC-
06), Congresswoman Ayanna Press-
ley (MA-07), and Congresswoman
Mary Gay Scanlon (PA-05) led 60 of
their colleagues in sending a letter to
President Biden urging him to use
his executive clemency power in the
final months of his presidency to re-
unite families, address longstanding
injustices in our legal system, and set
our nation on the path toward end-
ing mass incarceration.

The lawmakers hosted a press
conference earlier today to discuss
the letter. A full video of their press
conference is available here and pho-
tos are available here.

“Now is the time to use your clem-
ency authority to rectify unjust and
unnecessary criminal laws passed by
Congress and draconian sentences
given by judges,” the lawmakers
wrote in their letter. “The grant of
pardons and commutations and the
restoration of rights will undoubt-
edly send a powerful message across
the country in support of fundamen-
tal fairness and furthering meaning-

ful criminal justice reform.”

Mass incarceration remains a
persistent, systemic injustice that
erodes the soul of America. Our na-
tion has the highest incarceration
rate in the world, with nearly two
million people locked in jails and
prisons throughout the country. The
extreme use of incarceration has
resulted in one in two adults having
had an incarcerated family member.
People of color are disproportion-

ately put behind bars, along with in-
dividuals from low-income commu-
nities, LGBTQIA+ folks, and those
with disabilities. The bloated prison
system reflects and emboldens bi-
ases that undermine the ideals of our
nation and diminish trust in the rule
of law. Mass incarceration attacks
the most vulnerable Americans,
thereby destabilizing families and
inflicting intergenerational trauma.
In their letter to President Biden,

the lawmakers praised the Presi-
dent’s efforts to create a fair and just
criminal legal system by pardoning
people convicted of simple mari-
juana possession and LGBTQ+ for-
mer servicemembers and urged the
President to use his clemency pow-
ers to help broad classes of people
and cases, including the elderly and
chronically ill, those on death row,
people with unjustified sentencing
disparities, and women who were
punished for defending themselves
against their abusers. The lawmak-
ers also outlined the fiscal toll of the
growing mass incarceration crisis.
“You have the support of millions
of people across the country who
have felt the harms of mass incar-
ceration: young children longing to
hug their grandparents, people who
have taken responsibility for their
mistakes, and those who simply
were never given a fair chance,” the
lawmakers wrote. “These are the
people seeking help that only you
can provide through the use of your

(See CLEMENCY, P. 2)

she said.

AP VoteCast paints a clear picture
of Black women’s concerns.

Black female voters were most
likely to say that democracy was
the single most important factor
for their vote, compared to other
motivators such as high prices or
abortion. More than 7 in 10 Black fe-
male voters said they were “very con-

Back

cerned” that electing Trump would
lead the nation toward authoritari-
anism, while only about 2 in 10 said
this about Harris.

About 9 in 10 Black female voters
supported Harris in 2024, according
to AP VoteCast, similar to the share
that backed Democrat Joe Biden in
2020. Trump received support from
more than half of white voters, who
made up the vast majority of his co-
alition in both years.

Like voters overall, Black women
were most likely to say the economy
and jobs were the most important
issues facing the country, with about
one-third saying that. But they were
more likely than many other groups
to say that abortion and racism were
the top issues, and much less likely
than other groups to say immigra-
tion was the top issue.

Despite those concerns, which
were well-voiced by Black women
throughout the campaign, increased
support from young men of color
and white women helped expand
Trump’s lead and secured his vic-
tory.

Politically engaged Black women
said they don’t plan to continue
positioning themselves in the verte-
brae of the “backbone” of America’s
democracy. The growing movement
prompting Black women to withdraw
is a shift from history, where they
are often present and at the forefront
of political and social change.

One of the earliest examples is
the women’s suffrage movement
that led to ratification in 1920 of the
19th Amendment to the Constitu-
tion, which gave women the right to
vote. Black women, however, were
prevented from voting for decades
afterward because of Jim Crow-era
literacy tests, poll taxes and laws that
blocked the grandchildren of slaves
from voting. Most Black women
couldn’t vote until the Voting Rights

(See BLACK WOMEN, P. 2)

Spelman College

President Of Spelman
College Steps Down

ATLANTA (AP) — Spelman College’s president won’t be coming back
from her leave of absence and is stepping down permanently, the historically
Black women’s college announced Thursday.

The college, which has more than 3,000 students, hasn’t said why Dr. He-
lene Gayle initially left or why she won’t return.

Trustees said in a statement that they are working on a plan to select the
college’s next president. In the meantime, interim President Rosalind “Roz”

Brewer remains in charge.

“I join the trustees in extending my gratitude to Dr. Gayle for her service
to this amazing institution,” Brewer said in a video announcement. “I'm also
excited to continue my service as your interim president.”

Brewer is the former chair of the school’s board of trustees and a part-
owner of the Atlanta Falcons football team.

“I thank the larger Spelman community for this magnificent opportu-

Actor Jonathan Majors’
Ex-Girlfriend Drops
Assault, Defamation Suit

NEW YORK (AP) — Jonathan Majors * ex-girlfriend has dropped her as-
sault and defamation lawsuit against the once-rising Hollywood star after

reaching a settlement.

Lawyers for Majors and Grace Jabbari agreed to dismiss the case with
prejudice, according to a joint filing in Manhattan federal court Thursday.
Jabbari’s lawyer said Friday that the suit was “favorably settled” but de-

clined to elaborate.

“Grace Jabbari has exhibited tremendous courage throughout this very
long and difficult process,” attorney Brittany Henderson said in a statement.
“We hope that she can finally put this chapter behind her and move forward

with her head held high.”

(See JONATHAN MAJORSP. 2)
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Representatives for Majors didn’t respond to emails seeking comment Fri-
day.

Jabbari, in her lawsuit filed in March, accused the 35-year-old Marvel and
“Creed III” star of subjecting her to escalating incidents of physical and ver-
bal abuse during their relationship, including assault, battery, defamation

and infliction of emotional distress.

Obituarics

Laura Janice Anderson, of Raleigh,
NC, departed this life on Monday, No-
vember 11, 2024.

Funeral Service: 2:00 PM, Sunday,
November 24, 2024 at Gethsemane
Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 2525
Sanderford Road, Raleigh, NC.

Visitation: 1:00 PM - 2:00, preced-
ing the service at the Church.

Survivors: Harold Anderson, Sons,
Vincent Alwyn Anderson (Cheri Dun-
ston-Anderson), Joseph Reese Ander-
son (Lindsey Ann Powell); Sisters, Bar-
bara Hargrove (John) of NJ, Iris Wray
of Raleigh, Theresa Wray Davis (Ben-
nie) of Bunn, Charlene Durrette (Gil-
bert ) of Louisburg; Brothers, Lawrence
Edward Wray II (Elizabeth) of Raleigh,
John Wray (Jeanette) of Wake Forest,
Donald Wray of Louisburg, Ronald
Wray of Garner; 3 Grandchildren, and
a host of other relatives and friends.

SPELMAN COLLEGE

Continued from page 1

nity to serve as president. I have thoroughly enjoyed interacting with the
outstanding students and future world leaders who have chosen to attend
Spelman College,” Gayle said in the statement the college released. “I look
forward to my next chapter.”

Gayle became Spelman’s president in 2022 after former president Mary
Schmidt Campbell retired. The school is part of the Atlanta University Cen-
ter, a consortium of four historically Black schools.

Before working at Spelman, Gayle was president of the Chicago Commu-
nity Trust, one of the nation’s largest community foundations. She is also an
epidemiologist who spent decades fighting AIDS and HIV and led an inter-
national anti-poverty group.

Brewer spent 12 years as chair of the school’s board of trustees, where she
worked with three Spelman presidents and chaired the two most successful
fundraising campaigns in the college’s history. She also previously served
as president and CEO of Walgreens Boots Alliance, chief operating officer of
Starbucks and CEO of Sam’s Club.

CLEMENCY

Continued from page 1

presidential clemency power.”

Joining Representatives Clyburn, Pressley, and Scanlon in sending the let-
ter are Representatives Joyce Beatty, Sanford Bishop, Shontel Brown, Cori
Bush, André Carson, Troy Carter, Yvette Clarke, Jasmine Crockett, Valerie
Foushee, Al Green, Jahana Hayes, Steven Horsford, Jonathan Jackson, Pra-
mila Jayapal, Henry Johnson, Sydney Kamlager-Dove, Robin Kelly, Summer
Lee, Jennifer McClellan, Gregory Meeks, Delia Ramirez, Jan Schakowsky,
Robert Scott, Terri Sewell, Marilyn Strickland, Bennie Thompson, Rashida
Tlaib, and Bonnie Watson Coleman.

The lawmakers’ letter is supported by the American Civil Liberties Union;
Center for Popular Democracy; Last Prisoner Project; Lawyers’ Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law; Death Penalty Action; The National Council
for Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls; The Faith
Leaders of Color Coalition; Second Chance Justice of MCAN; JustLeader-
shipUSA; FAMM; The Episcopal Church; The Bambi Fund; Free Billie Allen
Campaign; People’s Coalition for Safety and Freedom; Prophetic Resistance
Boston; and Families Against Mandatory Minimums.
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Chumash People In California To Co-

Steward Marine Sanctu

For more than 10,000 years, Na-
tive Americans have been living
along California’s central coast, an
area of breathtaking beauty with
stunning turquoise waters rich in
biodiversity. Now, in the first part-
nership of its kind, the area will soon
be part of a new national marine
sanctuary that Native people will co-
steward with a federal agency.

It will give the Chumash people,
once the largest cultural group in
California, a say in the way the ma-
rine sanctuary is preserved. The
Chumash Heritage National Marine
Sanctuary, designated by the Biden
administration last week, is the first
tribally nominated sanctuary in the
United States.

It covers 116 miles (187 kilo-
meters) of California coastline.
The more than 4,500 square miles
(11,655 square kilometers) of coastal
and offshore waters that will be in-
cluded contain diverse marine life
increasingly threatened by climate
change and pollution from human
activities.

The designation, which was an-
nounced by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration,
will take effect after Congress has 45
days to consider it.

The Chumash people, which span
several tribes, including the federally
recognized Santa Ynez Band of Chu-
mash Indians, have long depended
on the ocean for fishing and shell-

fish, and today some are involved in
environmental monitoring and advo-
cacy work.

Some collaborative projects may
include coastal signage, or scientific
studies along the shoreline where
there may have been Indigenous
villages in the past that are now sub-
merged.

“The waterways adjacent to the
aboriginal territory are areas that
our tribal people have thrived and
lived off of for many years,” said
Kenneth Kahn, chairman of the San-
ta Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.
“The legacy of all Chumash people in
the namesake of the Marine Sanctu-
ary is certainly very important.”

The sanctuary comes nearly a
decade after it was originally nomi-
nated by the late Chief Fred Collins
of the Northern Chumash Tribal
Council in 2015.

“When he passed away three years
ago ... he asked me to complete
this for him, and I promised him
I would,” said Violet Sage Walker,
chairwoman of the Northern Chu-
mash Tribal Council.

There have been other national
marine sanctuaries that involved col-
laboration with tribes, but this will
be the first one where it is written
into the final management plan with
Indigenous partners included in the
conversation from the beginning,

ary In Partnership

Walker said.

A growing Land Back movement
has been returning Indigenous
homelands to the descendants of
those who lived there for millennia
before European settlers arrived.
That has seen Native American
tribes taking a greater role in restor-
ing rivers and lands to how they
were before they were expropriated.

Earlier this year, the Yurok Tribe
in Northern California became the
first Native people to manage tribal
land with the National Park Service
under a historic memorandum of
understanding signed by the tribe,
Redwood National and State Parks
and the nonprofit Save the Red-
woods League.

Stretching from around the San
Louis Obispo County area in central
California down to the border of the
Channel Islands National Marine
Sanctuary off the coast of Santa Bar-
bara, the Chumash marine sanctuary
represents a unique mix of ecological
zones of the northern and southern
parts of the coast, said Stanford Uni-
versity professor Stephen Palumbi,
who is conducting research in the
area.

The waters are home to at-risk
species, such as snowy plovers,
southern sea otters, leatherback sea
turtles, abalone and blue whales. It
also includes ecologically rich fea-
tures like the Rodriguez seamount,
formed from an extinct volcano.

Black Women Say ——CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Act of 1965.

Black women were among the
organizers and counted among the
marchers brutalized on the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Alabama, during the
historic march in 1965 from Selma
to Montgomery that preceded fed-
eral legislation. Decades later, Black
women were prominent organizers
of the Black Lives Matter movement
in response to the deaths of Black
Americans at the hands of police and
vigilantes.

In his 2024 campaign, Trump
called for leveraging federal money
to eliminate diversity, equity and
inclusion programs in government
programs and discussions of race,
gender or sexual orientation in
schools. His rhetoric on immigra-
tion, including false claims that
Black Haitian immigrants in Spring-

field, Ohio, were eating cats and
dogs, drove support for his plan to
deport millions of people.

Tenita Taylor, a Black resident of
Atlanta who supported Trump this
year, said she was initially excited
about Harris’ candidacy. But after
thinking about how high her grocery
bills have been, she feels that voting
for Trump in hopes of finally getting
lower prices was a form of self-prior-
itization.

“People say, ‘Well, that’s selfish, it
was gonna be better for the greater
good,” she said. “I'm a mother of
five kids. ... The things that (Demo-
crats) do either affect the rich or the
poor.”

Some of Trump’s plans affect
people in Olivia Gordon’s immedi-
ate community, which is why she
struggled to get behind the “Black

women rest” wave. Gordon, a New
York-based lawyer who supported
the Party for Socialism and Libera-
tion’s presidential nominee, Claudia
de la Cruz, worries about who may
be left behind if the 92% of Black
women voters who backed Harris
simply stopped advocating.

“We're talking millions of Black
women here. If millions of Black
women take a step back, it abso-
lutely leaves holes, but for other
Black women,” she said. “I think we
sometimes are in the bubble of if it’s
not in your immediate circle, maybe
it doesn’t apply to you. And I truly
implore people to understand that it
does.”

Nicole Lewis, an Alabama-based
therapist who specializes in treat-
ing Black women’s stress, said she’s
aware that Black women withdraw-

ing from social impact movements
could have a fallout. But she also
hopes that it forces a reckoning for
the nation to understand the conse-
quences of not standing in solidarity
with Black women.

“It could impact things negatively
because there isn’t that voice from
the most empathetic group,” she said.
“T also think it’s going to give other
groups an opportunity to step up. ...
My hope is that they do show up for
themselves and everyone else.”

Brown said a reckoning might be
exactly what the country needs, but
it’s a reckoning for everyone else.
Black women, she said, did their job
when they supported Harris in droves
in hopes they could thwart the mas-
sive changes expected under Trump.

“This ain’t our reckoning,” she
said. “I don’t feel no guilt.”

Trump Tells U.S. Senate Republicans
They ‘Must Kill’ Journalism Shield Law

By Jacob Fischler

NC Newsline

President-elect Donald Trump or-
dered congressional Republicans on
Wednesday to block a broadly popu-
lar bill to protect press freedoms,
likely ending any chance of the U.S.
Senate clearing the legislation.

The measure would limit fed-
eral law enforcement surveillance
of journalists and the government’s
ability to force disclosure of journal-
ists” sources, codifying regulations
the Department of Justice has put in
place under President Joe Biden.

The House Judiciary Committee
unanimously approved it last year
and it passed the House by voice
vote in January.

“REPUBLICANS MUST KILL
THIS BILL!” Trump wrote on his
social media site, Truth Social, in all
capital letters on Wednesday, linking
to a PBS segment about the measure.

Substantial floor time is generally
required in the Senate to bypass the
process that allows a single member
to hold up the chamber’s business.
With Democrats prioritizing confir-
mation of Biden’s judicial nominees
before they lose their majority in
January, it is unlikely they would
bring a vote on the measure without
the unanimous consent of all 100
senators.

Trump’s influence within the Sen-
ate Republican Conference makes
reaching unanimous consent exceed-

ingly unlikely.

The bill’s House sponsor, Cali-
fornia Republican Kevin Kiley, ac-
cepted the bill’s defeat in a statement
Thursday.

“Based on the feedback we've re-
ceived from Senators and President
Trump, it’s clear we have work to
do to achieve consensus on this is-
sue,” he said. “I'm looking forward
to working with the new Administra-
tion on a great many areas of com-
mon ground as we begin a new era of
American prosperity.”

A Kiley spokesperson declined
to provide further details about
senators’ feedback on the measure.
A spokesperson for U.S. Senate Ju-
diciary ranking Republican Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina did not
respond to a message seeking com-

ment.

In the House, 19 members from
both parties, including Republicans
Barry Moore of Alabama, Darrell
Issa of California, Russell Fry of
South Carolina and Kelly Armstrong
of North Dakota and Democrats
Jamie Raskin of Maryland, Ted Lieu
of California and Rashida Tlaib and
Dan Kildee of Michigan, signed on as
COSpONSOrs.

Protection for local journalists

Jon Schleuss, the president of The
NewsGuild-CWA, a national journal-
ists’ union that has supported the
bill, noted in a Thursday statement
it would protect news sources across
the political spectrum.

“Americans would not know about
the corruption of former Democratic
Senator Bob Menendez or former

Republican Representative George
Santos without the hard work of
local journalists holding power to
account,” he said. “All of us depend
on journalism, especially local jour-
nalism, to shine a light and protect
Americans from threats, both foreign
and domestic. The PRESS Act pro-
tects all voices: news sources, whis-
tleblowers and the journalists they
talk to from media outlets across the
spectrum.”

In a Thursday statement to States
Newsroom, Gabe Rottman, policy
director at the Reporters Commit-
tee for Freedom of the Press, called
the bill a “reasonable and common-
sense measure” that enjoyed broad
bipartisan support.

“Its passage would put an end to
actions the Justice Department has
taken under past administrations
of both parties to target reporters’
confidential communications when
investigating and prosecuting disclo-
sures of government information,”
he wrote. “We urge Congress to rec-
ognize that there is still a need for a
legislative remedy here.”

Press advocacy groups have ex-
pressed worries about Trump’s re-
turn to the White House, citing a
record in his first term that included
surveillance of and legal threats
against journalists and news organi-
zations.

In the closing days of the presi-
dential race, Trump fantasized aloud
about reporters being shot.

NASA Astronauts Won't Say Which One Of
Them Got Sick After Almost 8 Mos In Space

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) —
Three NASA astronauts whose pro-
longed space station mission ended
with a trip to the hospital last month
declined to say Friday which one of
them was sick.

Astronauts Matthew Dominick,
Michael Barratt and Jeanette Epps
publicly discussed their spaceflight for
the first time since returning from the
International Space Station on Oct. 25.
They spent nearly eight months in or-
bit, longer than expected because of all
the trouble with Boeing’s Starliner crew
capsule and rough weather, including
Hurricane Milton.

Soon after their SpaceX capsule
splashed down in the Gulf of Mexico off
the Florida coast, the three were taken

to a hospital in nearby Pensacola along
with Russian cosmonaut Alexander
Grebenkin, who launched with them
back in March.

One of the Americans ended up
spending the night there for an undis-
closed “medical issue.” NASA declined
to say who was hospitalized or why;, cit-
ing medical privacy.

When asked at Friday’s news con-
ference which one had been sick, the
astronauts refused to comment. Bar-
ratt, a doctor who specializes in space
medicine, declined to even describe the
symptoms that the unidentified astro-
naut had.

“Spaceflight is still something we
don’t fully understand. We're finding
things that we don’t expect sometimes.

This was one of those times and we're
still piecing things together on this,”
said Barratt, the only member of the
crew who had flown in space before.

Epps said everyone is different in
how they respond to space -- and grav-
ity.
“That’s the part that you can’t pre-
dict,” she said, adding, “Every day is
better than the day before.”

Dominick said little things like sitting
comfortably in a hard chair took several
days to get used to once he returned.
He said he didn’t use the treadmill at
all during his time in space, as part of
an experiment to see what equipment
might be pared on a long trip to Mars.
The first time he walked was when he
got out of the capsule.
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Medicaid Faces Uncertain Future As Republicans Target Program

By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA

Medicaid, a critical lifeline for mil-
lions of Americans, faces an uncer-
tain future as Republicans prepare
to take control of Washington. The
program, along with the Children’s
Health Insurance Program (CHIP),
provides health and long-term care
coverage to 80 million low-income
children, pregnant women, adults,
seniors, and people with disabilities,
is under scrutiny with proposed
funding cuts and new eligibility re-
quirements.

In Washington, D.C., Medic-
aid and CHIP collectively covered
260,218 residents as of June 2024,
with total spending reaching $4.2
billion in fiscal year 2022. The feder-
al government accounted for 78.2%
of these costs. Since pandemic-era
continuous enrollment provisions
ended in March 2023, the District
has disenrolled 67,619 individuals,
even as total enrollment remains
7.7% higher than pre-pandemic lev-
els. These numbers reflect growing
pressures on state budgets and fed-
eral support.

Nationally, Medicaid’s expan-
sion under the Affordable Care Act
(ACA) added 23 million people to
its rolls, but that growth has made it
a target for Republican lawmakers.
With President-elect Donald Trump
returning to office, proposals to cut

Medicaid funding and impose work
requirements have resurfaced. These
measures, they argue, could help
fund the extension of tax cuts that
primarily benefit corporations and
the wealthy.

GOP Rep. Jodey Arrington of
Texas, chair of the House Budget
Committee, has described work
requirements as “responsible and
reasonable,” while Texas GOP Sen.
John Cornyn has advocated for block
grants to replace the current fund-

ing model. Critics caution that these
changes could destabilize Medicaid,
leaving states with significant fund-
ing gaps.

“If you want to avoid a debt spiral,
there have got to be reforms made to
federal health programs,” Brian Bla-
se, a former Trump adviser who sup-
ports reducing federal contributions
to Medicaid expansion, told the New
York Times. Proposals under discus-
sion include lowering the federal
match rate for expansion enrollees

from 90% to as low as 40%, a move
that could force some states to drop
the program entirely.

Medicaid’s role in American
healthcare is substantial. It supports
nearly half of all children in the U.S.,
covers significant portions of mental
health and nursing home care, and
plays a vital part in managing chron-
ic conditions. In D.C., for instance,
95,577 Medicare beneficiaries and
71,021 enrollees in Medicare Part D
also depend on Medicaid for supple-

SCOTUS Steps Into Fight Over FCC’s $8B
Subsidies For Internet And Phone Services

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Su-
preme Court on Friday stepped into
a major legal fight over the $8 bil-
lion a year the federal government
spends to subsidize phone and inter-
net services in schools, libraries and
rural areas, in a new test of federal
regulatory power.

The justices will review an appel-
late ruling that struck down as un-
constitutional the Universal Service
Fund. The Federal Communications
Commission collects money from
telecommunications providers, who
then pass the cost on to their cus-
tomers.

A conservative advocacy group,
Consumer Research, challenged the
practice. The justices had previously
denied two appeals from Consumer
Research after federal appeals courts
upheld the program. But the full 5th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, among

the nation’s most conservative, ruled
9-7 that the method of funding is un-
constitutional.

The Biden administration ap-
pealed that ruling, but the case
probably won’t be argued until late
March. At that point, the Trump
administration will be in place and it
not clear whether it will take a differ-
ent view of the issue.

The 5th Circuit held that the fund-
ing method is unconstitutional be-
cause Congress has given too much
authority to the FCC and the agency
in turn has ceded too much power to
a private entity.

The last time the Supreme Court
invoked what is known as the non-
delegation doctrine to strike down a
federal law was in 1935. But several
conservative justices have suggested
they are open to breathing new life
into the legal doctrine.

CLT Airport Workers Voting On Whether
To Strike During Busy Thanksgiving Week

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — Service
workers at Charlotte Douglas Inter-
national Airport filled out paper bal-
lots on a busy Friday before Thanks-
giving to decide whether to go on a
24-hour strike during the holidays.

The vote is being taken by employ-
ees of ABM and Prospect Airport
Services, which provide services
like cleaning interiors of the planes,
removing trash and escorting pas-
sengers in wheelchairs.

Charlotte Douglas International
Airport said in a news release they
were expecting approximately 1.02
million passengers departing be-
tween the Thursday and Monday
before the holiday. The exact date of
the proposed strike has not been an-
nounced.

Dorothy Griffin has been working
for ABM for seven years and said she
provides equipment for people to
clean the cabins of planes between
flights.

“We’re voting on our strike be-
cause we're not treated fairly, we're
not paid fairly,” said Griffin. “We're
not respected in our jobs. We just
want higher and more wages and a
little respect.”

Griffin said the workers have

long complained about the working
conditions, saying they don’t always
have access to drinking water. Grif-
fin said her wages are so low that
she doesn’t have money to pay for
repairs to her car.

“If we stop working, the airport is
going to stop. The planes can’t go,”
Griffin said.

ABM issued a statement saying
that it would take steps to minimize
disruptions from any demonstra-

tions.

“At ABM, we appreciate the hard
work our team members put in
every day to support our clients
and help keep spaces clean and
people healthy,” the company said
in a statement provided to The As-
sociated Press. “We are aware of
the planned demonstration over the
busy holiday travel season and are
taking steps to minimize any poten-
tial service disruption.”

Suzanne Mucklow, a representa-
tive for Prospect Airport Services,
said in a statement to the AP that
they recognize the seriousness of the
potential for a strike during the busy
holiday travel season.

“Prospect Airport Services is
proud to provide higher wages,
experienced leadership, and com-
prehensive benefits to all our em-
ployees, including the dedicated
team members working at Charlotte
Douglas International Airport,”
Mucklow said. “We prioritize con-
sistent and transparent communica-
tion with all our employees, ensur-
ing they receive fair compensation
and robust career advancement op-
portunities.

Lashonda Barber, who also works
for ABM as a trash truck driver, said
that company’s employees have been
asking to be unionized and don’t get
paid sick or vacation time.

“This is very important and the
strike vote will hopefully make a dif-
ference,” said Barber.

She said the decision to vote to
strike for 24 hours was not an easy
one for her financially.

“To lose a day of work, it’s going to
hurt us in the long run,” Barber said.

mental support.

Advocates for the ACA’s expansion
and consumer protections warn that
cutting Medicaid would dispropor-
tionately harm vulnerable popula-
tions. “Without Medicaid coverage,
you’'ve got folks choosing between
how to put food on the table or pay
for their kids’ health care,” said
Daniel Tsai, head of Medicaid at the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS).

The appointment of Dr. Mehmet
Oz to lead CMS signals the Trump
administration’s intention to focus
on cost reduction and fraud preven-
tion. However, significant resistance
is expected to sweeping cuts. In
2017, similar efforts met with public
outcry, and polls show that over 70%
of Americans support keeping Med-
icaid largely unchanged.

State officials are revisiting mea-
sures such as work requirements,
which faced legal and logistical chal-
lenges during Trump’s first term.
Arkansas saw thousands lose cover-
age due to work requirements before
the court struck down the program.

Georgia remains the only state that
has implemented these require-
ments successfully.

The financial strain on states
is already mounting, with federal
Medicaid funding reduced by $60
billion for fiscal year 2024. Techni-
cal and administrative hurdles have
left eligible Americans needing more
coverage, exacerbating the problem.

Crystal Harp, a mother from Ten-
nessee, described to the New York
Times how Medicaid enabled her to
manage her daughter’s rare epilepsy.
“It’s unbearable to think about the
medical debt we would be in if we
did not have Medicaid,” she said.

As Republicans advance their
policy agenda, Medicaid’s future is
in peril. With millions depending
on the program for basic healthcare
needs, the debates in Congress will
determine whether Medicaid contin-
ues as a cornerstone of American life
or faces sweeping changes. “It could
be the most consequential year in
Medicaid’s life,” said Joan Alker of
Georgetown University’s Center for
Children and Families.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

The North Carolina Department of Adult Correction has
the following contract in Buncombe County out for bid:
C- C11754 Tiantian Ma . The bid opening is scheduled for:
Thursday, 12/19/2024 . To obtain the Notice to Bidders, any
Pre-Bid Requirements, and any Addenda visit: https://evp.
nc.gov/solicitations/details/?id=59feb147-6585-ef11-ac20-

Amazon To Invest In
AI Startup Anthroplc

AT RS

that put safety at the
frontier

e
Pbem e 19 Sorean

Al research and products & :.,

Amazon is investing an additional $4 billion in the artificial intelligence
startup Anthropic as major technology companies rush to fund generative

Al

This will bring Amazon’s total investment in Anthropic — which began last
year - to $8 billion. Anthropic said the Seattle-based tech giant will maintain
its position as a minority investor in the startup, which was founded by for-
mer leaders of the Microsoft-linked OpenAl.

Under the deal, Amazon said the San Francisco-based Anthropic will now
name Amazon’s cloud computing unit, Amazon Web Services, as its “pri-

mary training partner.”

It will also use two AWS chips to train and deploy

its future foundational models, the advanced systems that underpin general-
purpose Al services like ChatGPT and Google’s Bard chatbot.

“We’ve been impressed by Anthropic’s pace of innovation and commit-
ment to responsible development of generative Al, and look forward to deep-
ening our collaboration,” Matt Garman, the AWS CEO, said in a statement

included in Amazon’s announcement.

The relationship between Big Tech companies and AI startups has re-
ceived scrutiny from regulators in the U.S. and abroad. However, Amazon
got some good news in September when Britain’s competition watchdog said
Anthropic’s revenue and its combined market share with Amazon in Britain
were not big enough to require an in-depth investigation under the country’s

merger rules.

The relationship between Big Tech companies and AI startups has re-
ceived scrutiny from regulators in the U.S. and abroad. However, Amazon
got some good news in September when Britain’s competition watchdog said
Anthropic’s revenue and its combined market share with Amazon in Britain
were not big enough to require an in-depth investigation under the country’s

merger rules.

Afraid Of Losing The US-Canada Trade Pact, Mexico Alters Its Laws

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico has
been taking a bashing lately for al-
legedly serving as a conduit for Chi-
nese parts and products into North
America, and officials here are afraid
a re-elected Donald Trump or po-
litically struggling Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau could try to
leave their country out of the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada free trade agree-
ment.

Mexico’s ruling Morena party is
so afraid of losing the trade deal that
President Claudia Sheinbaum said
Friday the government has gone on a
campaign to get companies to replace
Chinese parts with locally made ones.

“We have a plan with the aim of
substituting these imports that come
from China, and producing the ma-
jority of them in Mexico, either with

Mexican companies or primarily
North American companies,” Shein-
baum said.

While Sheinbaum claimed Mexico
had been working on that effort
since t he 2021 global supply chain
crisis — when factories around the
world were stalled by a lack of parts
and particularly computer chips from
Asia — it appears to be an uphill
battle. Even the United States has
faced big challenges in moving chip
production back home despite bil-
lions in subsidies and incentives.

Mexico gained tens of thousands
of jobs when U.S. and foreign auto-
makers moved their plants to Mexico
under the free trade pact to take ad-
vantage of much lower wages. But
the idea that Chinese parts — or even
whole cars — could be piggybacking

on that arrangement to further hol-
low out the U.S. auto industry has
enraged some people north of the
border.

So Mexico is scrambling with pri-
vate companies to get them to move
parts production here.

“Next year, God willing, we are
going to start making microchips in
Mexico,” Mexican Economy Secre-
tary Marcelo Ebrard said on Thurs-
day. “Of course they’re not yet the
most advanced chips, but we are go-
ing to start producing them here.”

Mexico’s nationalistic ruling party,
which is normally very resistant to
being seen as bending to U.S. de-
mands, is scrambling in other ways,
too.

The ruling party is in the process
of eliminating a half-dozen inde-

pendent regulatory and oversight
agencies that were established by
former presidents. That includes the
anti-monopoly, transparency and en-
ergy regulatory bodies. Together with
reforms that will make all judges
stand for election in Mexico, that
has sparked concern in the U.S. and
Canada.

Countries are required under the
agreement to have some independent
agencies, in part to protect foreign
investors. For example, they could
prevent a government from approv-
ing a monopoly for a state-owned
company that could force competi-
tors out of the market.

So ruling-party legislators are ac-
tually re-writing the proposed laws to
exactly mimic the minimum accepted
requirements under the trade accord.

“What is being done is to create
a reform so that its almost exactly
equal to what exists in the United
States, so we can clear that up,” Eb-
rard said.

It’s all part of a very legalistic de-
fense of the trade accord, signed in
2018 and approved in 2019. Mexico
hopes the rules of the agreement
would prevent the U.S. or Canada
from simply walking away when
the trade pact comes up for review
in 2026. Experts agree, saying that
totally abandoning the accord is un-
likely.

Gabriela Siller, director of eco-
nomic analysis of the financial group
Banco Base notes that if a country is
dissatisfied with the trade agreement
during the periodic reviews, like in
2026, there is a clause in the pact

that says they can ask for a review
each year to work out a solution, and
keep doing that for a decade while
the agreement remains in force.

“That is, they wouldn’t be able to
get out until 2036,” Siller said. “I
think they will play hardball with
Mexico in the 2026 review.”

Like any marriage, when the pact
no longer works for one party, it may
still drag on for years but it’s death
by a thousand cuts.

C.J. Mahoney. who served as
deputy U.S. trade representative in
Trump’s first administration, said in
a talk for the Texas-based Baker In-
stitute in September that the United
States probably wouldn’t end the
trade agreement. But with growingly
vocal critics of the pact it could hold
up renewing it for years.



