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The Red Line Was Drawn Unequal By Design
By Dr. Joy Martinez

Special To The Carolinian

	 Raleigh experienced our nation’s 
now despised legacy of explicitly 
race-biased policies aimed at de-
stroying Black neighborhoods.  After 
World War II, federally backed home 
loans fueled homeownership wealth 
in America’s sprawling suburbs, 
while Black neighborhoods were sys-
tematically ‘redlined’ out of approval 
for loans and mortgages that would 
have been used to buy and improve 
homes, to strengthen neighbor-
hoods, and to build generational and 
community wealth.
	 One of the most effective methods 
of maintaining segregation, and the 
Jim Crow era, was implemented by 
the federal government in the 1930s 
through creating the Federal Hous-
ing Administration (FHA).  
	 The FHA was designed to insure 
mortgages issued by approved lend-
ers. This stabilized the housing 
market and theoretically increased 
opportunities for home buyers. To 
identify a neighborhood as eligible 
to be insured for mortgages, the FHA 
used rating systems based on factors 
like income, race, occupation, and 
immigration status to divide neigh-
borhoods into color-coded zones.   If 
the area was deemed a “red zone” by 
the rating system, it would not be eli-
gible for new loans, allowing lenders 
to either refuse to extend credit alto-
gether or offer predatory rates. Most 
Black neighborhoods were almost 
automatically “redlined” by the FHA, 
effectively cutting off any chance that 
investors would risk lending to occu-
pants.
	 Almost a century after Black Tri-
angle neighborhoods were redlined 
by the federal government, the pro-
cess is now happening in reverse in 
many of the same communities -- 
long-distressed or historically black 

communities are now being trans-
formed by gentrification.
	 According to U.S. Census data, 
downtown Durham’s ZIP code has 
become 51 percent more white over 
the last 25 years. It’s even starker in 
downtown Raleigh where the ZIP has 
become 259 percent more white in 

that same time.
	 And while many Black residents 
were being denied mortgages up 
until the late 1960’s -- investors were 
buying up homes in Black Raleigh 
neighborhoods and splitting them 
into multi-unit apartments where 
they became some of the poorest 

sections of the city.
	 On the campaign trail in 2019, 
Vice President Kamala Harris pro-
posed a $100 billion plan to counter-
act the effects of redlining by offer-
ing assistance of up to $25,000 for 
down payments to those who reside 
in historically redlined neighbor-

hoods.  Homebuyers could then use 
these grants to purchase homes any-
where. But the reality is many of the 
residents in formerly redlined tracts 
are no longer predominantly Black 
so offering aid to those still living in 
these areas might not actually have 
significant impact.

	 Instead of undertaking thoughtful 
actions toward neighborhood sta-
bilization, resilience, and recovery, 
leaders have once again chosen not 
to invest in the Black neighborhoods 
where opportunity most exists, but 
rather to a new kind of ‘slum clear-
ance’, handing Raleigh’s older Black 
communities over to evicters, demol-
ishers, and gentrifiers.
	 According to Mehrsa Baradaran, 
a University of California, Irvine law 
professor who conducted a study 
called Jim Crow Credit, “These are 
the districts where poverty is still 
concentrated, schools are segre-
gated, and properties continue to be 
devalued. By focusing a reparations 
program on geography as opposed 
to identity, policymakers cannot only 
avoid the sacred cow of colorblind-
ness, but they can link reparations 
with integration.” 
	 Sociologist William Darity, di-
rector of the Samuel DuBois Cook 
Center on Social Equity at Duke 
University, explains, “By avoiding 
making it a program that’s directed 
specifically at the families that either 
were living in neighborhoods subject 
to redlining, or families that indi-
rectly lost income as a consequence 
of the impact of redlining given the 
existence of segregated residential 
areas, [these plans are] not designed 
to provide resources specifically to 
those families that were victimized. 
It actually gives resources to current 
residents.”
	 Author Carmen Wimberly Cau-
then is researching and writing to 
protect the historically Black neigh-
borhoods in Raleigh. Her research 
has shown that Black families were 
often pushed to live in  areas nobody 
wanted, neighboring cemeteries, 
factories, and sitting in flood zones.  
One Black community, called Bilt-

The Craze Behind Weight-Loss Injectables

The Fed Cut Rates By More Than Expected. So What?

By Serena Patel
OMS IV

	 In 2012, Novo Nordisk synthe-
sized a compound called semaglutide 
in an effort to increase the half-life 
of its counterpart drug liraglutide. 
These glucagon-like-peptide-1 recep-
tor agonists, originally formulated 
for patients with Type 2 diabetes, 
work by promoting the release of in-
sulin to decrease glucose levels.
	 Liraglutide is a daily injectable, 
while semaglutide is a weekly inject-
able. The diabetes community had 
been waiting for a drug like this to 
ease the pain of having to go through 
daily injections. As patients started 
to use these medications, many 
noticed a drastic change in their 
weight. Patients began to shed the 
weight they once thought was impos-
sible to lose. However, what neither 
Novo Nordisk nor the world knew 
at that time was how these “simple” 
injectables would transform the idea 
of weight loss forever.
	 Semaglutide is used in both Ozem-
pic for those with Type 2 diabetes 
and in Wegovy, indicated for obese 
patients. Why is one labeled for dia-
betes and the other for obesity? The 
short answer is that only recently did 
the FDA approve the use of semaglu-
tide for weight loss.
	 Wegovy is specifically aimed for 
those with a BMI greater than 30 or 
overweight individuals with a BMI 
greater than 26 with additional med-
ical problems like high blood pres-
sure. This drug was created to target 
the obesity epidemic in America. The 
CDC identified that roughly 41.9% 
of adults and 19.7% of children are 
affected by obesity. With such a 

significant percentage of the popula-
tion struggling with their weight, the 
release of this drug was monumental.
	 However, alongside an equal 
amount of excitement resided con-
fusion about the long-term implica-
tions of the drug. The main weight 
loss mechanism happens via the 
drug’s one major side effect: slowed 
gut motility.
	 Semaglutide slows down the gas-
tric emptying time in the gut, in-
creases the transit time of food and 
makes patients feel “full” for a longer 
period of time. As patients start to 
notice their appetite decrease, they 
begin to eat less, feeling the effects of 
this weight loss medication.

	 This is where the big question re-
mains: What do these drugs tell the 
general public about weight loss? 
Losing weight via decreased eat-
ing can be harmful, as it can foster 
electrolyte imbalances, nutritional 
deficiencies and eating disorders.
	 These injectable drugs have 
opened the door to quick-fix treat-
ments for a problem that is multifac-
torial. When a drug is available that 
promises an “easy,” non-invasive 
way to lose weight, many will come 
to the conclusion that it is the best 
option. 
	 However, the potential long-term 
risks of these new drugs have not 
been properly explored. For ex-

ample, the major side effect of these 
medications is GI distress. This 
includes diarrhea, constipation, nau-
sea, vomiting, etc.
	 When food remains in the stom-
ach for long periods of time, patients 
also tend to develop symptoms of 
GERD. These patients then go to 
their doctor, who prescribes them a 
PPI for reflux symptoms, and now 
the patient is on a new medication 
they would have never had to have 
originally.
	 The popularity of these injectable 
medications has been referenced by 
everyone, from Elon Musk crediting 
his weight loss to “Wegovy and fast-
ing,” all the way to TikTok videos 
speaking of “Ozempic parties.” The 
high demand for the compound 
semaglutide even created a sudden 
shortage of medication for diabetes 
patients who needed it.
	 Although these drugs are meant 
to be taken alongside lifestyle inter-
ventions, depictions on social media 
portray the drug as a miracle prod-
uct that causes weight loss without 
requiring a change in diet or physi-
cal activity. It is concerning that the 
hype surrounding these drugs is 
leading to unhealthy habits among 
some patients who are taking them. 
	 In the STEP 1 trial, 1961 par-
ticipants without diabetes and a BMI 
greater than 30 were subjected to a 
weekly maximum dose (2.4mg) of 
semaglutide as an adjunct to lifestyle 
interventions for 68 weeks. After 
the medication and the lifestyle in-
terventions were discontinued for 
a year, it was discovered that par-
ticipants had regained two-thirds of 

NORTH CAROLINA JUDGE WON’T PREVENT USE OF 
UNIVERSITY DIGITAL IDS FOR VOTING

	 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — A North Carolina trial judge refused on Thursday 
a Republican Party request that he block students and employees at the 
state’s flagship public university from being able to show a digital identifica-
tion to comply with a largely new photo ID law.
	 Wake County Superior Court Judge Keith Gregory denied a temporary 
restraining order sought by the Republican National Committee and state 
GOP, according to an online court record posted after a hearing. The ruling 
can be appealed.
	 The groups sued last week to halt the use of the mobile UNC One Card 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill as a qualifying ID, saying 
state law only allows the State Board of Elections to approve physical cards.
	 The mobile UNC One Card was approved Aug. 20 by the board’s Demo-
cratic majority, marking the first such ID posted from someone’s smart-
phone that the board has OK’d.
	 The Democratic National Committee and a UNC-Chapel Hill student 
group joined the board in court to oppose the restraining order. They said 
the board rightly determined that the digital ID met the security and photo 
requirements set in state law in which to qualify.
	 In legal briefs, they also said there was nothing in the law that prevented 
the approval of a nonphysical card. The DNC attorneys wrote that preventing 
its use could confuse or even disenfranchise up to 40,000 people who work 
or attend the school.
	 The mobile UNC One Card is now the default ID card issued on campus, 
although students and permanent employees can still obtain a physical card 
instead for a small fee. The school announced this week that it would create 
physical cards at no charge for students and staff who received a digital ID 
but want the physical card for voting.
	 Voters already can choose to provide photo IDs from several broad cat-
egories, including their driver’s license, passport and military IDs The board 
also has approved over 130 types of traditional student and employee IDs 
that it says qualifies voting purposes in 2024, including UNC-Chapel Hill’s 
physical ID card. Only UNC-Chapel Hill mobile ID credentials on Apple 
phones were approved by the board.

NORTH CAROLINA’S GOVERNOR VETOES PRIVATE SCHOOL 
VOUCHERS AND IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT ORDERS

	 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North Carolina Gov. Roy Cooper vetoed legisla-
tion Friday that allocates several hundred million dollars to an expanded 
private school voucher program and orders sheriffs to cooperate with federal 
immigrant agents looking for people in the country illegally who have been 
brought into county jails.
	 Cooper’s veto was anticipated — the Democratic governor is a longtime 
critic of spending taxpayer dollars to help families send their K-12 children 
to private and religious schools. The bill in part funds grants for this fall for 
children from families at all income levels who qualify. Cooper had already 
vetoed two previous versions of the immigration bill in 2019 and 2022.
	 Unlike those previous years, when enough Democrats were seated at the 
General Assembly to uphold Cooper’s vetoes, Republicans now hold narrow 
veto-proof majorities in both chambers. Cooper had vetoed 27 bills since 
2023 before Friday. Twenty-six have been overridden, and the other veto is 
poised to be overturned, too.
	 After floor votes last week to approve this latest vetoed bill, legislative 
leaders said they likely would consider additional overrides in the fall. They 
would have to act by year’s end or lawmakers would have to start over and 
advance a new bill. Cooper would need support from some Republicans to 
succeed.
	 “There is still time to stop the expansion of private school vouchers,” Coo-
per said at a news conference surrounded by educators and current and for-
mer elected officials from rural counties. “Wealthy people will never let their 
private school vouchers be taken away if we don’t stop it now.”
	 The vetoed measure combined the two provisions within a supplemental 
spending bill that also included $377 million for Medicaid and $160 million 
to address enrollment growth in public schools and community colleges.
	 House and Senate GOP leaders signed off on the compromise bill earlier 
this month. The two chambers had been unable to agree on broad adjust-
ments to the second year of the two-year state budget before they adjourned 
this year’s chief work session in late June.

By Megha Bahree
Aljazeera

	 The bigger-than-expected cut in 
interest rates by the United States 
Federal Reserve may have sent the 
stock market cheering, but its impact 
on the economy, and the upcoming 
presidential election, is mixed, ex-
perts say.
	 The US Fed on Wednesday cut 
the benchmark federal funds rate by 
half a percentage point to the 4.75 
percent to 5 percent range “in light 
of the progress on inflation and the 
balance of risks”, the rate-setting 
committee said in a statement.
The rate had been in the 5.25 per-
cent to 5.5 percent range since July 
2023.
	 Since then, inflation – which hit 
a 40-year high of 9.1 percent in 
mid-2022 – has been inching its 
way down and is now at 2.5 percent, 
within spitting distance of the Fed’s 
target of 2 percent.
	 While the cut was bigger than ex-

pected, most US mortgage holders 
will see no benefit as more than 90 
percent of borrowers have fixed-rate 
loans.
	 For households with variable-rate 
mortgages or student loans, relief 
will take some time, as the terms of 

repayment typically reset only once 
every six months or a year.
	 Some of the biggest beneficiaries 
of the rate cut will be prospective 
homebuyers.
	 The average rate on a 30-year 
fixed-rate mortgage last week fell to 

6.09 percent from a high of nearly 
8 percent last October, according to 
Freddie Mac, fuelled by expectations 
of lower interest rates.
	 “The Fed was more aggressive 
than we expected and that might 
translate into mortgage rates com-
ing down a bit more as more cuts are 
due later in the year,” Nancy Vanden 
Houten, lead economist at Oxford 
Economics, told Al Jazeera.
	 Still, while mortgage rates are 
dropping, “the cut is unlikely to ad-
dress other drivers of affordability in 
housing which reflect lower supply, 
and in fact some asset owners, hop-
ing for lower interest rates to spark 
investment, may actually raise their 
expectations of price for those as-
sets”, said Rachel Ziemba, an econo-
mist and founder of Ziemba Insights.
	 On other fronts, interest rates on 
auto loans and credit card loans are 
expected to come down.
	 But since rates are currently above 
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Edition. With October designated as Pastor Appreciation Month, this is the perfect opportunity
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the pressures they will face intellectually, the reality can be quite overwhelming. Pastors are
there during the most stressful and challenging times of our lives—when someone is sick or
has passed away, during a divorce, or when tough life choices must be made. Often the first
person called, their role as counselors and mentors is invaluable.

A strong church needs a solid foundation, and today, many congregations rely on their
ministers to be that rock. Show your appreciation for all that your Pastors do to keep both the
congregation and the community strong.

To place an ad in the Pastor Appreciation Special Edition, please call 919-834-5558 or email us
at ads@caro.news.
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	 WASHINGTON (AP) — American 
drivers might universally wince or 
brace themselves at the sight and 
sound of flashing red and blue lights 
and blaring sirens, but all drivers 
have constitutional rights when 
pulled over on the road.
	 The question of one’s responsibil-
ity to comply with all instructions 
given by a law enforcement officer 
recently came up following a pre-
game traffic stop this month involv-
ing Miami Dolphins wide receiver 
Tyreek Hill.
	 Although Hill has acknowledged 
he could have handled the interac-
tion with Miami-Dade police better, 
the video of him being pulled out of 
his car, placed on the ground and 
handcuffed revived a national con-
versation about the realities of “driv-
ing while Black.” Studies show Black 
motorists are more likely to face the 

threat or use of force by police in 
traffic stops, like Hill did, and many 
Black families give a version of “the 
talk” to loved ones about how to in-
teract with police officers.
	 “The immediate short-term goal is 
to get out of the encounter without 
being arrested, and the way to do 
that, again, is to communicate not 
just with compliance, but obedience 
and respect, even if you don’t think 
that that’s deserved,” said George-
town University law professor Paul 
Butler.
	 Black people are disproportion-
ately stopped, data shows
	 Studies show people of color are 
often disproportionately targeted for 
traffic stops in the U.S., said Jenn 
Rolnick Borchetta, the American 
Civil Liberties Union’s deputy direc-
tor on policing.
	 “They search them more often, 
even as the rate at which they find 
evidence of some wrong is lower for 
Black and Latino people than white 
people,” she said.

	 In 2022, Black people accounted 
for nearly 13% of traffic stops in 
California, even though they were 
only 5% of the state’s population. 
Minneapolis,  a predominantly 
white city, found in 2020 that 
Black drivers accounted for nearly 
80% of police searches and routine 
traffic stops.
	 Being combative with traffic of-
ficers can invite unwanted scrutiny
	 Miami lawyer E.J. Hubbs said he 
believes both Hill and the police offi-
cers in the now-viral video of the ar-
rest had faults in their interactions.
	 Body camera footage showed the 
officer asking Hill to roll down his 
window and Hill complying, Hubbs 
said. Hill then told the officer “to 
give me my ticket,” after handing 
him his identification, which Hubbs 
said was also fair.
	 Where things escalated was when 
Hill decided to roll his window back 
up, as the officer’s body camera foot-
age shows.
	 “When Mr. Hill refused to roll 

down his window, that was not 
complying with one of his com-
mands,” Hubbs said. “And when he 
was asked to exit the car, he didn’t 
comply with that command, at least 
immediately.”
	 Lawrence Hunter, a former Wa-
terbury, Connecticut, police captain 
and law enforcement coach, added 
that Hill appeared confrontational 
when asking Miami-Dade County of-
ficers not to knock on his window.
	 “From that point, because of the 
combative nature that Tyreek Hill 
exposed, the officer then asked him 
to get out of the car,” Hunter said. 
“That’s an officer safety thing. He 
already feels that this is uncoopera-
tive. ... So therefore, it is best to just 
get him out of the car.”
	 Hunter added that Hill’s refusal 
to keep his window down could be 
considered a matter of officer safety.
	 Drivers have rights against self-
incrimination and vehicle searches
During a traffic stop, drivers have 
constitutional rights against incrimi-
nating themselves or permitting the 
search of their car.
	 The right to remain silent is the 
most widely known right, Borchetta 
said. Drivers also have the Fourth 
Amendment right to be free from 
unreasonable searches and seizure, 
and have the right to ask traffic of-
ficers questions.
	 “You don’t have to tell the police 
where you’re coming from or where 
you’re going,” Borchetta said. “If 
they ask to search you or your car, 
you can say no. And if you’re not 
sure whether they’re asking or tell-
ing, you can ask them that question. 
And they have to tell you honestly.”
	 Passengers can also ask if they can 
leave the scene of the traffic stop.
	 Police can ask drivers to step out 
of their vehicles
Once a driver has been pulled over, 
police will likely run the plates of the 
vehicle through a database to check 
whether the car has been stolen or 
see if any other actionable informa-
tion comes up, said Hunter, the for-
mer police captain.
	 The officer may also take a long, 
hard look at the vehicle for visible 
contraband, weapons or drugs, he 
said.
	 The officer does have the right to 
ask drivers and passengers to get out 
of the car and can use reasonable 
force to make sure that happens. Of-
ficers can also pull drivers over even 
if they haven’t committed an infrac-
tion, as long as there’s reasonable 
suspicion to think the person has, 
according to Butler, the Georgetown 
University professor. This policing 
practice is known as a pretextual 
stop.
	 Law enforcement can sometimes 
take advantage of civilians’ lack of 
knowledge of the law, Butler added. 
In that case, it’s best to comply and 
communicate with officers, and 
complain later.	
	 Drivers can also record the con-
versation if they feel like the interac-
tion with the officer has been unnec-
essarily escalated. But they should 
be sure to let the officer know that 
they are being recorded. Asking for 
and writing down the officer’s badge 
number, time and location of the in-
teraction is also permitted.

Residents Forced To Move From Raleigh Homeless Camp

Tyreek Hill’s Stop Highlights Drivers’ Rights

By: Greg Childress
NC Newsline

	 Shakamie appeared comfortable 
holding court last week to discuss 
homelessness with a reporter and 
several of his friends in the Circle K 
parking lot off of Highway 70 near 
the Interstate 40, south of down-
town Raleigh. He and others in an 
impromptu circle were part of an 
encampment for people experienc-
ing homelessness on the expansive, 
wooded lot behind the busy conve-
nience store.
	 The Raleigh Police Department 
had recently paid a visit to the en-
campment to give inhabitants a 
deadline to move. Several of those 
encircling Shakamie had been part 
of a similar encampment a few miles 
east of the Circle K near the Raleigh-
Garner border. Law enforcement of-
ficials closed that camp in April.
	 Shakamie declined to provide a 
last name or to be photographed for 
this story. He told NC Newsline that 
he recently served a 20-year stretch 
in prison and wished to remain 
mostly anonymous.
	 The native of Trinidad and Tobago 
with long, graying dreadlocks that 
would fall below his waistline if he 
unloosed them, talked animatedly 

about the struggles of people experi-
encing homelessness and the recent 
order by law enforcement officers to 
vacate the private property on which 
the inhabitants had set up camp.
	 “They’re homeless already,” 
Shakamie said, referring to the 
people living in the encampment. 
“So, when you run them out of here, 
you’re creating a problem for the 
public because now they got to go 
on park benches, downtown, on 
people’s doorsteps.”
	 A massive and vexing problem
	 Julia Milstead, spokeswoman for 
the City of Raleigh, said law enforce-
ment officials had received numer-
ous complaints about the encamp-
ment from individuals and nearby 
businesses.
	 “Officers provided information to 
those camping on the property at 
I40 and South Saunders Street,” Mil-
stead said in a statement to media. 
“’No Trespassing’” signs are clearly 
visible, and officers informed those 
on the property that trespassing is 
illegal. In this case, officers provided 
verbal warnings rather than citations 
or arrests.”
	 The statement noted further that 
the city is launching the Unsheltered 
Homelessness Response Pilot Pro-
gram in order to provide a “holistic 

approach to supporting individuals 
living unsheltered in the City while 
addressing the root cause of home-
lessness.”
	 Those who were living in the en-
campment are not unique. The U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development’s (HUD) 2023 An-
nual Homeless Assessment Report 
(AHAR) to Congress reported that, 
at the time, more than 650,000 in-
dividuals in the U.S. were identified 
as homeless. That figure represented 
an increase of 70,650, or roughly 12 
percent, over 2022. In North Caro-
lina, nearly 10,000 people experi-
enced homelessness, including 2,554 
people in families with children, ac-
cording to the HUD report.
	 Black people such as Shakamie 
and several others who gathered to 
discuss the encampment are over-
represented among the population 
experiencing homelessness. While 
they make up 13% of the U.S. popu-
lation and 21% of the population 
living in poverty, Black people com-
prise 37% of Americans experiencing 
homelessness and 50% of people 
experiencing homelessness as mem-
bers of families with children.
	 Nowhere to go
	 Shakamie struggled to understand 
why the folks in the encampment 
were being forced out when the own-

er doesn’t appear to have immediate 
plans for the property.
	 “If they came in and were going to 
do some construction, I guarantee 
you none of those dudes [in the en-
campment] would argue with them,” 
Shakamie said. “They would give 
them no problem because they know 
now that a construction site is com-
ing and we got no choice, we got to 
move.”
	 Shakamie acknowledged that 
some people in the encampment 
struggle with drug and alcohol ad-
dictions. But high rents and a short-
age of low-income housing is the 
major reason people choose to live in 
the woods, he said.
	 “Where’s the low-income hous-
ing?” he asked. “I tried to go rent an 
apartment. When you go rent the 
apartment — $1,600 — your monthly 
rent. Then they say I gotta pay three 
months or two months payment. The 
paycheck people making on them job 
— where you gonna’ get two or three 
months’ payment?”   
	 As reported by Raleigh’s News & 
Observer, rent for a one-bedroom 
apartment was $1,260 a month in 
August, which is down 3.8% month-
over-month and 9.4% from a year 
ago, according to Zumper’s recent 
rent report. The median rent for a 
two-bedroom unit was $1,560, which 

was down 2.5% from the previous 
month and 4.9% from 2023.   
	 Shakamie also highlighted a major 
problem identified by many experts 
with respect to forced evictions of 
people experiencing homelessness 
from such wooded encampments. 
Where do they to go after they’re 
forced to leave?
	 Latonya Agard, executive direc-
tor of the N.C. Coalition to End 
Homelessness, said the reality is that 
people living in encampments often 
have nowhere else to go.
	 “The demand to go somewhere 
else without the resources and the 
support to do so is quite cruel and 
it’s ineffective,” Agard said.
	 Improving the plight of unhoused 
people will require major shifts in 
policy and resources, she said.
	 “We continue to do the same thing 
because we don’t want to make the 
critical changes in our economy and 
our policies that would cause a shift 
so that people who need the most 
assistance and resources can get 
them,” Agard said. “There is profit 
to be made, unfortunately, and there 
are structures that are maintained 
by continuing to shuttle people from 
one section of the city to another and 
from one trauma to the next.”
	 A possible ray of hope
	 Near the entrance to the wooded 
lot, inhabitants had begun to stock-
pile their belongings in preparation 
for the move. Bikes, chairs and bor-
rowed shopping carts filled with 
clothing, tents, cooking utensils 
and other goods needed to survive 
outdoor living were parked under a 
large tarp.
	 Some inhabitants told NC News-
line that they planned to move to a 
wooded lot near Healing Transitions, 
a residential center for people (espe-
cially those experiencing homeless-
ness) who are battling addiction. 
Healing Transitions doesn’t own the 
property across the street from the 
center where people from the High-
way 70/South Saunders Street site 
have already begun to pitch tents, a 
staffer told NC Newsline.

	 Several people from the encamp-
ment said members of Raleigh’s 
ACORNS (Addressing Crises through 
Outreach, Referrals, Networking and 
Service) program had also visited. 
Members of the team work with resi-
dents in crisis and try to direct them 
to available resources. ACORNS 
combines social workers and law en-
forcement officers to help people in 
crisis using the most appropriate and 
least invasive interventions.
	 Families trying to stay together 
face extra challenges
	 Drayton Edgerton was living in 
the encampment with his wife. The 
couple planned to move to the Heal-
ing Transitions site, Edgerton said.
	 “That’s where my sponsor is … 
he told us to come over there,” said 
Edgerton, who asked that his photo 
not be published. “They’re going to 
help us get out of this little situa-
tion.”
	 Edgerton said he and his wife 
choose the woods over homeless 
shelters. At shelters the two would 
have had to separate, he said.
	 “We’re not trying to get separated, 
let alone go to a dirty shelter,” Edg-
erton said.
	 The couple has been together 10 
years, Edgerton said, and have five 
children, including a child born June 
26. The children, who range in age 
from 10 to almost three months, live 
with his sister, he said.
	 People experiencing homelessness 
are often critical of shelter policies 
that don’t accept families with older 
children, pets or couples. Many of 
them would rather live in camps to-
gether than apart in a shelter.   
	 When asked how his family came 
upon such hard times, Edgerton 
explained that he worked in a restau-
rant for 13 years. The family, he said, 
spent lots of money on hotel rooms 
and fast food before running out of 
money.
	 Patrick O’Neill, a Wake County 
advocate for people experiencing 
homelessness, said many of the 
people he helps aren’t comfortable 
moving into shelters.

 (Photo: Greg Childress)

INJECTABLES
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FED RATE CUTS
Continued from page 1

their prior weight loss. In addition, any cardiometabolic improvement seen 
in the first 68 weeks was also lost.
	 Medicine is constantly evolving around the creation of new drugs and 
technology. The craze behind weight loss has become a race of chasing a 
number, instead of understanding the multifactorial aspects that contribute 
to it. If the proper time to implement healthy habits is not invested, it is very 
easy to fall back to one’s original ways. Lifestyle changes take a tremendous 
amount of sustained, active effort and without the push from society to see 
that change, quick fixes will always be “in.”
	 The views expressed in this article are the author’s own and do not neces-
sarily represent the views of The Carolinian

8 percent for five-year car loans, and more than 21 percent for credit cards, 
as per Fed data cited by the Reuters news agency, any savings are likely to be 
modest.
	 Analysts offered mixed assessments of how the rate cut may affect voter 
sentiment for the November 5 presidential election.
	 “This will be a net positive for [Democrat presidential nominee] Kamala 
Harris,” said Vanden Houten, adding that the rate cut should “guard against 
any further weakening” of the economy, particularly in the labour market.
	 “We have already seen a boost in consumer confidence on the expectations 
of a cut. This is a very close election and polls still show voters give [Repub-
lican presidential nominee Donald] Trump an edge on the economy, but this 
still helps Vice President Harris,” she said.
	 Ziemba was not so sure.
	 While the economic effects of the cut will not be fully apparent for months, 
the candidates are likely to put different spins on the Fed’s decision in the 
lead-up to the election, Ziemba said.
	 “The Democrats may point to the Fed’s signal that the economy is doing 
OK, the Republicans may claim that the Fed is trying to play catchup and 
benefit their rivals. Ultimately, other perceptions of economic policy will 
likely be more important, including food and fuel prices, as well as other 
costs like rising health insurance which won’t be reduced by rate cuts,” she 
said.
	 Ziemba said the “policy uncertainty” raised by the election outcome, in-
cluding the prospect of sweeping tariffs under a second Trump presidency, 
may overshadow the impact of any decisions by the Fed.
	 “The uncertainty about fiscal and trade policy can undermine benefits 
from lower interest rates,” Ziemba said.
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Business & Finance

NC’s Poultry Industry Surges, But At 
What Cost To Health & Environment?
	 NC Health News—The Northern 
Red Cardinal has worn the crown 
as North Carolina’s official bird for 
eight decades, but judging by the 
numbers in a new report, another 
bird is king.
	 In 2022 state poultry opera-
tions “housed”nearly 357 million 
chickens and turkeys, up from 250 
million in 2007, according to data 
provided by the Environmental 
Working Group, an organization 
that does research to promote 
healthy living and healthy environ-
ments. The numbers reflect a 43 
percent average increase across the 
state, solidifying broilers — chick-
ens raised for meat production — 
and turkeys as the state’s top birds, 
economically speaking.
	 The organization used machine 
learning, a type of artificial intel-
ligence, to analyze U.S. Department 
of Agriculture aerial imagery of 
poultry houses, the report states. 
	 “We are a big animal agriculture 
state ranking very highly in turkeys, 
chickens and pork production,” said 
Steve Troxler, North Carolina ag-
riculture commissioner, during an 
interview in August. He told a group 
of farmers gathered to discuss the 

threat of bird flu that North Caro-
lina was now No. 1 in the country 
for overall poultry receipts. 
	 North Carolina’s agricultural 
industry has become an economic 
juggernaut. The state’s farm cash 
receipts for 2022 totaled more than 
$16 billion, according to USDA 
data. Of that amount, livestock, 
dairy and poultry sales accounted 
for 74.3 percent of the receipts. 
Nationally, the state ranks fourth in 
broiler production, which contrib-
uted to the state’s $111 billion agri-
cultural and agribusiness portfolio.
	 But there’s another side to this 
story. 
	 “More than half of all new poultry 
appeared in just four counties out of 
100,” said Al Rabine, a GIS analyst 
with the Environmental Working 
Group and co-author of the report. 
“The rapid growth of the industry 
there, and the resulting dense con-
centration of poultry operations, 
should raise alarm bells about resi-
dents’ health, drinking water and 
air quality.
	 As the state’s poultry production 
average rose, the Environmental 
Working Group reported that four 
counties experienced a 98 percent 

increase during that same period. 
Three of them—Sampson, Duplin, 
and Robeson—are in eastern North 
Carolina, which is also the center of 
the state’s hog industry. 
	 The report also states that nearly 
10 million hogs “were housed on 
factory farms in 2022.” This data 
is unwelcome news for those who 
live, worship and learn in homes, 
churches and schools near hog and 
poultry farms, which pose threats to 
the environment and human health.
	 Adverse effects
	 The poultry operations impact 
“air quality, water quality, land 
quality, in the communities that are 
having to deal with all this,” said 
Jeff Currie, the Lumber Riverkeep-
er. Part of that river runs through 
Robeson County and has been im-
paired by contaminants discharged 
in the river by industrial facilities.
	 “It’s kind of the same old story,” 
said Sherri White-Williamson, exec-
utive director of the Environmental 
Justice Community Action Network, 
a Sampson County-based environ-
mental advocacy group. “The coun-
ties that are already overburdened 
with concentrated agricultural feed-
ing operations and all the pollution 

and health issues associated with it 
just keep getting more.”
	 White-Williamson said people 
in these communities are exposed 
to air filled with particulate matter 
from periodic spraying of animal 
waste on agricultural fields and are 
likely to have contaminated drink-
ing water wells. She added, “It’s 
discouraging, depressing [and] very 
concerning for the health of folks.”
	 A study, released on Dec. 1, 2022, 
found that 2 percent of North Caro-
lina’s swine and poultry facilities 
are in or near floodplains, put-
ting some drinking water sources 
at risk. Another study released in 
October 2022 found that pregnant 
women who live in communities 
near concentrated poultry feeding 
operations could experience adverse 
health outcomes, including preterm 
delivery and low birth weight.
	 A 2021 study found that North 
Carolina residents who live near 
concentrated agricultural feeding 
operations have a higher risk of 
dying from cardiovascular disease 
than those who don’t. 
	 For those who live near, but are 

(See NC’S POULTRY P. 5)

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

Pipeline Utilities, Inc. (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the NC SBI Utilities Renovations project 
for HITT Contracting, Inc. which bids October 1, 2024, at 
2:00 PM.  Plans and specifications for this project are avail-
able at the following locations:  Pipeline Utilities, Inc.; 2204-F 
Associate Drive; Raleigh, NC 27603.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, hauling, erosion control, seeding, line-
work, bypass pumping, and flatwork. Please contact Dustin 
Downie (ddownie@taloving.com) if you are interested in sub-
mitting a proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact 
via phone 919-772-4310; fax: 919-772-3261; or email. All 
quotations will be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid 
date. Pipeline Utilities, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity/Affirma-
tive Action Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

Pipeline Utilities, Inc. (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the West Club Blvd Corridor Utility Reha-
bilitation and Replacement project for the City of Durham 
which bids October 1, 2024, at 2:00 PM.  Plans and speci-
fications for this project are available at the following loca-
tions:  Pipeline Utilities, Inc.; 2204-F Associate Drive; Raleigh, 
NC 27603 * City of Durham, Department of Water Manage-
ment; 1600 Mist Lake Drive; Durham, NC 27704 * Dewberry 
Engineers, Inc.; 2610 Wycliff Road, Suite 410; Raleigh, NC 
27607 * Dodge Data and Analytics website * Hispanic Con-
tractors Association of the Carolinas website * NC Institute of 
Minority Economic Development (NCIMED) website.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, clearing and grubbing, hauling, asphalt 
paving, striping, traffic control, erosion control, seeding, line-
work, jack & bore, bypass pumping, CIPP, flatwork, manhole 
rehab, and manhole lining. Please contact Dustin Downie 
(ddownie@taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a 
proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 
919-772-4310; fax: 919-772-3261; or email. All quotations will 
be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. Pipeline 
Utilities, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Pump Station 41 and 61 Upgrades 
project for Cape Fear Public Utility Authority which bids Oc-
tober 8, 2024, at 11:00 AM.  Plans and specifications for this 
project are available at the following locations:   TA Loving 
Company, 400 Patetown Road, Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Cape 
Fear Public Utility Authority; 235 Government Drive; Wilming-
ton, NC 28403 * Carolinas AGC Website * Dodge Data and 
Analytics website * ConstructConnect website * Construc-
tion Journal website * Hispanic Contractors Association of 
the Carolinas website * North American Procurement Council 
website * The Blue Book Building and Construction Network 
website.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, asphalt paving, striping, traffic control, erosion control, 
seeding, electrical, SCADA, linework, directional drilling, 
bypass pumping, masonry, roofing, flatwork, CIPC, manhole 
lining and painting. Please contact Jeff Price (jprice@talov-
ing.com) if you are interested in submitting a proposal on any 
portion(s) of this project.   Contact via phone 919-734-8400; 
fax 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations will be accepted 
up to bid closing time of the bid date. TA Loving Company is 
an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
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Ag Grow Culture

DOJ Sues Visa, Alleges The Card Issuer Has Monopoly

Black Operatives Reportedly Furious Over 
Kamala Harris Campaign’s Ad Spending

	 NEW YORK (AP) — The U.S. 
Justice Department has filed an an-
titrust lawsuit against Visa, alleging 
that the financial services behemoth 
uses its size and dominance to stifle 
competition in the debit card mar-
ket, costing consumers and busi-
nesses billions of dollars.
	 The complaint filed Tuesday says 
San Francisco-based Visa penalizes 
merchants and banks who don’t use 
Visa’s own payment processing tech-
nology to process debit transactions, 
even though alternatives exist. Visa 
earns an incremental fee from every 
transaction processed on its network.
	 According to the DOJ’s complaint, 
60% of debit transactions in the 
United States run on Visa’s debit 
network, allowing it to charge over 
$7 billion in fees each year for pro-
cessing those transactions.
	 “We allege that Visa has unlawful-
ly amassed the power to extract fees 
that far exceed what it could charge 
in a competitive market,” said Attor-
ney General Merrick B. Garland in 
a statement. “Merchants and banks 
pass along those costs to consumers, 

either by raising prices or reducing 
quality or service. As a result, Visa’s 
unlawful conduct affects not just the 
price of one thing – but the price of 
nearly everything.”
	 In a statement, Julie Rottenberg, 
Visa’s general counsel, said the law-
suit doesn’t take into account the 
“ever expanding universe of com-
panies offering new ways to pay for 
goods and services.”
	 “Today’s lawsuit ignores the real-
ity that Visa is just one of many com-
petitors in a debit space that is grow-
ing, with entrants who are thriving,” 
Rottenberg said. She added the law-
suit is “meritless” and the company 
will defend itself “vigorously.”
	 The Biden administration has ag-
gressively gone after U.S. companies 
that it says act like middlemen, such 
as Ticketmaster parent Live Nation 
and the real estate software company 
RealPage, accusing them of burden-
ing Americans with nonsensical fees 
and anticompetitive behavior. The 
administration has also brought 
charges of monopolistic behavior 
against technology giants such as 

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA 

	 Black Democratic operatives and 
minority-owned firms are raising 
alarms over spending practices in 
Vice President Kamala Harris’ presi-
dential campaign. They accuse the 
campaign of favoring white-owned 
vendors while sidelining Black-owned 
firms. The controversy, first reported 
by NOTUS, a nonprofit newsroom 
created by the Allbritton Journalism 
Institute, has caused growing frustra-
tion among Democratic leaders, op-
eratives, and donors. Many fear that 
these missteps could harm Harris’ 
standing with voters of color in the 
crucial weeks before Election Day.
	 Derrick Johnson, president of the 
NAACP, expressed frustration in an 
August call with Harris’s campaign. 
Alongside other prominent Black 
leaders, Johnson questioned why 
minority-owned political firms—
historically integral to Democratic 
campaigns—were not receiving a fair 
share of the campaign’s record-break-
ing fundraising, nearly $1 billion 
since Harris became the Democratic 
nominee.
	 “If Black voters are the base, it 
should be Black vendors telling the 
story,” a participant on the call told 
NOTUS. Yet despite pressing the is-
sue, many left the conversation with 
no clear resolution. Johnson and 
other leaders reportedly vowed to 
escalate their concerns, demanding 
transparency on how the campaign 
allocates its funds and why there ap-
pears to be a lack of equitable spend-
ing with minority-owned firms.
	 One point of contention is Har-
ris’ underinvestment in the National 
Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA), representing more than 
200 Black-owned newspapers and 
media companies collectively known 
as the Black Press of America. In 
June, the Harris campaign signed a 
modest $1.5 million advertising and 
partnership deal with NNPA, which 
pales compared to the near-billion-

Apple and Google.
	 “In some of the Justice Depart-
ment’s antitrust enforcement ac-
tions, the harm caused by the alleged 
illegal conduct is more visible: high-
er prices for air travel, for concert 
tickets, for smartphones,” Garland 
said during a news conference in 
Washington on Tuesday. “The harm-
ful effects of Visa’s alleged anticom-
petitive conduct is less visible, but 
they are no less harmful.”
	 According to the DOJ complaint, 
filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of New York, 
Visa leverages the vast number of 
transactions on its network to im-
pose volume commitments on mer-
chants and their banks, as well as on 
financial institutions that issue debit 
cards. That makes it difficult for 
merchants to use alternatives, such 
as lower-cost or smaller payment 
processors, instead of Visa’s pay-
ment processing technology, without 
incurring what DOJ described as 
“disloyalty penalties” from Visa.
	 The DOJ said Visa also stifled 
competition by paying to enter into 

partnership agreements with poten-
tial competitors.
	 In 2020, the DOJ sued to block 
the company’s $5.3 billion purchase 
of financial technology startup Plaid, 
calling it a monopolistic takeover of a 
potential competitor to Visa’s ubiqui-
tous payments network. That acquisi-
tion was eventually later called off.
	 Visa previously disclosed the Jus-
tice Department was investigating 
the company in 2021, saying in a 
regulatory filing it was cooperating 
with a DOJ investigation into its 
debit practices.
	 Since the pandemic, more con-
sumers globally have been shopping 
online for goods and services, which 
has translated into more revenue 
for Visa in the form of fees. Even 
traditionally cash-heavy businesses 
like bars, barbers and coffee shops 
have started accepting credit or debit 
cards as a form of payment, often via 
smartphones.
	 KBW analyst Sanjay Sahrani said 
in a note to investors that he es-
timates that U.S. debit revenue is 
likely at most about 10% of Visa rev-

enue.
	 “Some subset of that may be lost if 
there is a financial impact,” he said. 
Visa’s “U.S. consumer payments 
business is the slowest growing piece 
of the aggregate business, and to the 
extent its contribution is affected, it 
is likely to have a very limited impact 
on revenue growth.”

	 He added the lawsuit could stretch 
out for years if it isn’t settled and 
goes to trial.
	 Visa processed $3.325 trillion in 
transactions on its network during 
the quarter ended June 30, up 7.4% 
from a year earlier. U.S. payments 
grew by 5.1%, which is faster than 
U.S. economic growth.

dollar fundraising total. The Black 
Press, which has been a trusted voice 
in Black communities for nearly 198 
years, has long played a crucial role in 
informing and mobilizing Black vot-
ers.
	 Founded in New York in 1827, 
before the end of slavery, the Black 
Press of America remains a corner-
stone of communication within Black 
communities. As the NNPA prepares 
to celebrate the Black Press’ 200th 
anniversary, many argue that a stron-
ger investment from Harris, who has 
publicly vowed to support Black busi-
nesses, is warranted and necessary.

A Long-Standing Issue for  
Democrats

	 The marginalization of Black-
owned political firms is not new to 
Democratic campaigns, but Harris’ 
candidacy has sharpened the issue. 
Black operatives and media compa-
nies argue that Harris’ campaign is 
following a pattern of taking Black 
vendors for granted despite their crit-
ical role in past Democratic victories.
	 Insiders say the problem is not 
just a Harris issue but one inher-
ited from the Biden campaign, where 
similar grievances were raised in 
2020. Still, the stakes are higher for 
Harris, who, as the first Black and 
Southeast Asian woman to lead a 
major party ticket, faces calls to align 
her campaign’s spending with her 
historic candidacy.
	 One Democratic consultant close to 
the campaign told NOTUS, “It’s not 
just the media. It’s the get-out-the-
vote operations and grassroots efforts 
too. Every time we push for more 
Black spending, it’s met with resis-
tance, and the amounts we’re talking 
about are just a fraction of what’s be-
ing spent on the general market. It’s 
getting pretty insulting.”

Internal Campaign Friction
	 Frustration has also been mount-
ing within the campaign itself. NO-
TUS reported that sources close to 
the campaign said while Harris has 
repeatedly directed her team to pri-
oritize spending with minority-owned 

vendors, that directive has not been 
consistently implemented. Over a 
dozen campaign staffers, vendors, 
and external advisers told NOTUS 
that they have seen little follow-
through.
	 Minyon Moore, a close adviser to 
Harris and chair of the 2024 Demo-
cratic National Convention, empha-
sized that Harris values engaging vot-
ers through trusted voices from their 
communities. “Certainly, it is impor-
tant to her that she reaches voters 
through the lens of people that can 
communicate with them,” Moore told 
NOTUS. “That’s her value system.”
	 Yet, many Black operatives feel the 
campaign is not meeting those values. 
Principal Deputy Campaign Manager 
Quentin Fulks has come under fire for 
being unresponsive to internal and 
external requests for more equitable 
spending. Fulks is reportedly quick 
to reject proposals related to Black 
outreach efforts, frustrating many 
in the campaign with his budget 
handling. Some have even accused 
Fulks of downplaying the need for 
Black-owned firms, arguing that us-
ing white-owned firms with Black 
associates on the project should be 
seen as equivalent to hiring Black-
owned vendors—an assertion that has 
only deepened the frustration among 
Black operatives.

A Lack of Investment Could Cost 
Support

	 The underinvestment in Black-
owned firms goes beyond finances; 
it’s a problem that could threaten 
Harris’ standing with Black voters. In 
2020, Black voters overwhelmingly 
supported Joe Biden, with 92% back-
ing his candidacy, according to Pew 
Research. However, that support has 
softened in 2024. A recent poll from 
Howard University showed that Black 
voter support for Harris had dropped 
to 82%.
	 An even more troubling sign for 
the Harris campaign comes from 
a recent NAACP poll showing that 
one in four Black men under 50 now 
support Donald Trump. This shift 

is deeply concerning for Democrats, 
who have relied heavily on the Black 
vote in past elections. For many Black 
operatives, the solution is clear: Har-
ris must direct more resources to 
Black-owned firms that know how to 
mobilize Black voters effectively.
	 Adrianne Shropshire, executive 
director of BlackPAC, which targets 
Black voters, told NOTUS that while 
Harris has a compelling story, the 
real question is whether the cam-
paign will spend enough to reach 
skeptical voters. “They very clearly 
understand the need to increase 
communication with Black voters,” 
Shropshire said. “But can they reach 
enough voters to turn enthusiasm 
into actual votes?”

Calls for Urgent Action
	 With only weeks left until Election 
Day, many operatives across racial 
lines call for swift course correction. 
While the Harris campaign has added 
some Black-owned firms, including 
HIT Strategies and Walton Isaac-
son, overall spending with minority-
owned vendors remains significantly 
lower than with white-owned firms—
a gap that could have lasting reper-
cussions.
	 The amount of spending worries 
many operatives. In 2020, the Biden 
campaign spent over $70 million on 
paid media for Black audiences, yet 
this year’s Harris campaign is pro-
jected to spend far less, according to 
campaign consultants. Several key 
Black Democratic leaders, including 
Congressional Black Caucus Chair 
Steven Horsford and campaign co-
chair Marcia Fudge, have raised con-
cerns in private meetings about the 
disparity in spending.
	 As Election Day draws nearer, the 
central question remains: “Who are 
you trusting to tell the story of the 
vice president?” asked one senior 
Democratic consultant. With Black 
voters being a critical component 
of the Democratic coalition, Harris’ 
campaign must act quickly to ensure 
it isn’t alienating the very base it re-
lies on for success.
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

Help Support Your Community By 
Supporting Small & Local Businesses

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 9/30/2024

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

Replace your job and earn 
money at home!

Login at www.jointonyallen.com 
or call (919) 252-3147 for details 

to get started.

Patronize 
Our
Advertisers

What To Know Before You Sign Up For A Store Credit Card
	 NEW YORK (AP) — When Mykail 
James was 19 and working a holiday 
job at Victoria’s Secret, she took out a 
store credit card with a $2,000 credit 
line.
	 When her school break was over, 
she realized she could no longer af-
ford the payments. After missing a 
few, she paid off the card only to find 
that her credit score had decreased 
dramatically, affecting her ability to 
access other types of credit.
	 “I didn’t get an actual bank credit 
card until I was 21, just because of 
that fear,” said James, who is now a 
financial expert and creator of The 
Boujie Budgeter. “Because of how it 
impacted my credit and also made it 
harder for me to buy a car a couple of 
months later.”
	 With holiday shopping season 
around the corner, experts recom-
mend caution when your favorite 
store offers you a credit card.
	 “If you’re offered one at the check-
out counter, most of the time it makes 
sense to say no,” said Ted Rossman, 

senior industry analyst at Bankrate.
	 According to the Federal Reserve, 
outstanding credit card balances 
reached $1.14 trillion as of August 
2024, meaning credit card debt is 
increasingly a concern for millions of 
Americans. Bankrate found that the 
average store-only credit card has 
an average annual percentage rate of 
30.45%, significantly higher than the 
average APR of 20.78% for all credit 
cards. The APR is how much interest 
you’ll be charged if you can’t pay your 
balance in full every month.
	 Here are recommendations from 
experts when considering a store 
credit card:
	 Don’t immediately say yes to a 
store credit card
	 Store credit cards are usually of-
fered at checkout, and they provide 
shoppers with a line of credit that 
incentivizes spending more on the 
store’s products. If not managed cor-
rectly, these credit cards can nega-
tively impact your credit history.
	 When offered a store credit card, 

Bruce McClary from the National 
Foundation for Credit Counseling 
recommends that you don’t say yes 
immediately.
	 “Ask for something with all the de-
tails in writing that you can take with 
you and review for a later time,” Mc-
Clary said.
	 Oftentimes, store credit cards are 
tied with a promotion such as 0% 
interest for a year or a discount on 
your purchase. And while these might 
sound appealing, it’s best to not rush 
the decision while you’re at the coun-
ter.
	 Understand the details of the 
agreement
	 Before signing up for a store credit 
card, you must read the fine print, 
Rossman said, including how much 
interest will be charged if cards aren’t 
paid in full and any late or penalty 
fees.
	 “A lot of times, these retail cards 
charge tremendously high interest 
rates,” Rossman said.
	 Another thing to look out for is 

“deferred interest,” which is when 
credit cards offer a promotion such as 
0% for 12 months but, if the customer 
doesn’t pay in full by the time the 
promotion expires, they are charged 
retroactively for all of the interest that 
accumulated during that time.
	 Do your research
	 If you’re looking to acquire a store 
credit card, McClary recommends 
that you do some research on the re-
tailer. Looking at reviews online can 
help you identify if others have com-
plaints about their store credit cards.
	 Additionally, McClary recommends 
that you ask yourself these questions:
— How often do you shop at the 
store?
— Are you going to be using the card 
enough to benefit from the rewards 
and discounts that come with it?
— Can you use another type of credit 
card?
— Can you afford to pay the card in 
full at the end of the month?
— How many credit cards do you 
have? Is it worth adding another line 

of credit?
	 These questions will help you de-
termine if a store credit card is right 
for you or if you’d be better off with a 
different type of credit card.
	 Best practices if you have a store 
credit card
	 If you decide that a store credit 
card is a good option, it’s important 
to pay your card in full each month, 
McClary said. It’s also a good practice 
to only spend what you can afford 
to pay off in one billing cycle, even if 
your line of credit is higher.
	 “You want to keep yourself from 
getting into this unmanageable cycle 
of debt,” McClary said.
	 A tip to build healthy habits is to 
set specific parameters when using 
your store credit card, James said. 
For example, using your store credit 
card only for purchases over $50. 
That way you can reduce the amount 
of money you spend on your credit 

card and it is easier to keep track of 
your expenses.
	 Store credit cards as a way to build 
credit history
	 Store credit cards were once known 
as a tool to build your credit his-
tory if you’d never had a credit card 
before. This is because retail credit 
cards have fewer requirements to get 
approval. However, in recent years 
there has been an influx of other 
credit cards that provide help for 
people build their credit history, Mc-
Clary said.
	 If you are looking to build your 
credit score, McClary recommends 
you consider secure credit cards. 
These cards are considered secure 
because the lender usually asks for a 
deposit and the line of credit is lower 
than other credit cards. Once you’ve 
used secure credit cards and built 
your credit report, you can graduate 
to a traditional credit card.
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Want To Burn Calories? Climbing Stairs Might Do The Trick 
	 (AP) — If you’re trying to lose 
weight and want a new way to do it, 
stair-climbing as a regular exercise 
— or just adding a few flights a day — 
might be for you.
	 It’s accessible, and research shows 
it’s more effective than walking on 
level ground.
	 “Overall, it is a fact that stair-
climbing gets you fit faster and con-
sumes more calories,” said Lauri van 
Houten, vice president of the Interna-
tional Skyrunning Federation, which 
oversees a wide range of disciplines 
that involve vertical climbing.
	 This includes disciplines like 
mountain running above 2,000 me-
ters (about 6,500 feet) or events like 
the Stairclimbing World Champion-
ships.

	 These competitions are for the very 
fit, but we’re talking here about add-
ing a few minutes of stair-climbing as 
a daily routine and raising awareness 
about its effectiveness for all ages.
	 “How many calories will I burn 
is the question everyone wants to 
know,” van Houten said. “Here’s the 
good news: The overall energy ex-
penditure of the exercise depends on 
your weight. Therefore, the more you 
weigh, the more you burn.”
	 Stair-climbing burns calories — fast
	 Research shows you burn about 20 
times more calories going up stairs 
than walking on flat ground. Even 
going down stairs you burn roughly 
five times more, the muscles being 
worked to slow the body’s descent.
	 That might be all you need to know 

if you are trying to lose weight.
	 Dr. Alberto Minetti, a physiologist 
and biomechanist at the University of 
Milan, has done extensive research of 
human locomotion — including stair-
climbing.
	 “It is an exercise everybody can 
do,” Minetti told The Associated 
Press. “You always have stairs nearby 
you — free of charge compared to a 
gym.”
	 Minetti did the math to explain 
why going up stairs is so effective for 
burning calories in a short amount of 
time.
	 “To move 1 kilogram of body mass 
over 1 horizontal meter, you expend 
0.5 calories,” he said. “If you move 1 
kilogram of body mass vertically on 
stairs it’s 10 calories. So it’s 20 times 

the calories moving vertically rather 
than horizontally.”
	 Trained as a physician, Minetti has 
spent his career in research rather 
than treating patients. He suggested 
“watching your speed” for the not-
so-young and beginners. He does his 
own stair-climbing at his third-floor 
residence in Milan. He said he of-
ten takes a few deep breaths before 
ascending, which makes him feel 
fresher at the top.
	 In a scientific study, Minetti makes 
the point that using the arms in stair-
climbing adds extra power. Handrails 
offer safety, too.
	 The journal notes that handrails 
are available in most stairwells in 
skyscrapers, which maximizes “the 
muscle mass involved and, conse-
quently, the mechanical/metabolic 
power of the ascent” by getting the 
arms involved.
	 “They are relatively small muscles 
in the arms, but better than nothing,” 
Minetti said.
	 Stairs are everywhere
	 If stair-climbing was an Olympic 
sport, Suzy Walsham would own a 
handful of gold medals.
	 She’s won 10 races up New York’s 

Empire State Building — officially 
1,576 stairs. She’s claimed titles in 
more than 100 international stair 
races, and was once regarded as the 
No. 1 woman in the discipline.
	 Five times, the Australian has won 
climbs up the Eiffel Tower.
	 This was all too easy, apparently.
	 When she was living in Singapore, 
Walsham climbed up her 29-story 
building — 37 consecutive times. It 
took over four hours, riding the eleva-
tor down each time after reaching the 
top with short breaks for coffee or 
water. She covered a vertical distance 
of 3,200 meters (10,500 feet).
	 But let’s get grounded. What are 
the advantages of stair-climbing as a 
regular exercise routine for the rest of 
us?
	 “You get a lot of bang for your 
buck,” Walsham told the AP. “Many 
people struggle to run as they age. 
The impact of running gets harder on 
the joints. But stair training is a great 
alternative.”
	 Stairs are everywhere — one flight, 
two flights at home, inside skyscrap-
ers, in stadiums and arenas, at work, 
in shopping malls, in the subway.
	 One giant advantage of stair-climb-

ing is it doesn’t take much time. It’s 
easy to build up, adding a few flights 
of stairs every day or week, and it im-
proves balance.
	 On the down side, it’s not very sce-
nic, particularly in the stairways of 
towering skyscrapers.
	 Stair-climbing can be worked into 
your daily routine
	 Yuri Yoshizumi won last year’s 
women’s division of the Stairclimbing 
World Championships in her native 
Osaka, Japan, a 285-meter (935 feet) 
climb — 1,610 stairs — that she fin-
ished in 10 minutes, 20.06 seconds.
	 “Stair-climbing is an easy sport for 
beginners and the general public to 
get into,” Yoshizumi told the AP in an 
email. “Elite athletes push themselves 
pretty hard, so it’s pretty tough. But 
it’s good for you to strengthen your 
muscles and your cardiovascular sys-
tem in a short amount of time.”
	 She added another advantage, par-
ticularly living in a large metropolis 
like Osaka.
	 “It’s possible to do it in the city,” 
she said. “Just using the stairs instead 
of the escalators at (subway) stations 
and department stores is a good way 
to get some exercise.”

NC’s Poultry—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
not benefiting economically from, 
these livestock facilities, the stakes 
seem to be getting higher. 
	 A veiled industry
	 Some environmental advocates 
feel the Environmental Working 
Group report underestimates the 
number of birds housed in poultry 
operations between 2007 and 2022 
and want to know more about the 
methodology used. However, they 
agree with the larger point raised 
by the study and alluded to by co-
author Sarah Graddy, Environmen-
tal Working Group’s senior director 
of agriculture and climate change.
	 “This investigation fills in crucial 
information gaps about poultry 
factory farms in North Carolina,” 
Graddy said in a release. “We be-
lieve our work will help others de-
termine these operations’ effects on 
people and the environment, but we 
also know that it’s no substitute for 
actual state oversight.”
	 Much of what environmentalists 
know about the location and status 
of the state’s poultry farms is gath-
ered through aerial surveillance. 
Larry Baldwin and Rick Dove, along 
with their riverkeeper colleagues, 
have taken flights organized by 
SouthWings, an Asheville-based en-
vironmental advocacy organization. 
The aviation group arranges flights 
for environmentalists, riverkeepers, 
media members and government 
officials. 
	 A network of volunteer pilots 

make it possible for watchdog 
groups to document industrial hog 
and poultry operations. In 2023, 
Dove told NC Health News that he, 
Baldwin and the state’s other river-
keepers had logged a combined to-
tal of nearly 5,000 hours in the air.  
	 Surveillance flights have re-
vealed such things as improp-
erly stored poultry litter and much 
more. But because of North Caroli-
na General Statute 106-24.1, which 
shields the Department of Agricul-
ture from disclosing information 
about individual farm (poultry) 
operations, there is no  accessible 
registry of poultry farms. The only 
way to compile an inventory and 
monitor operations is through fly-
ing over them and painstakingly 
counting each farm and chicken 
house.
	 “The Department of Agriculture 
doesn’t have to share any informa-
tion regarding the poultry industry 
as a whole,” Baldwin said. “We can 
go to the Department of Water Re-
sources and say, ‘Give me a printout 
of every hog facility in your jurisdic-
tion,’ and they’ll print out a fairly 
large stack of papers that gives you 
the owner’s name, the permit name 
and the address.”
	 Baldwin said you can make the 
same request for a poultry opera-
tion, “which the Department of Ag-
riculture regulates, and they’ll tell 
you, basically, ‘Go pound sand. We 
don’t have to. It’s proprietary infor-

mation.’”
	 Cape Fear Riverkeeper Kemp 
Burdette believes the answer to why 
the state’s poultry industry remains 
in the shadows is related to hogs.

EVERYTHING MUST CHANGE…
	 As the pandemic lock-down began to come to an end it wasn’t unusual 
to hear people talk about “getting back to normal.” It sounded doable how-
ever, nothing in nature goes backward. We begrudgingly adapted to a “new 
norm,” that was, and continues to be, an accepted demand of today’s work-
force: teleworking.
	 Before the pandemic, the mysterious, hippie-dippie world of IT offered 
anything from total remote jobs to hybrids that allowed a few office drop-ins 
for their technical geniuses. Then COVID shut everything down and school 
systems, government agencies, medical practices, even church, had to pivot 
to remote work. Everything shut down here on March 17, 2020, with the ex-
pectation that certainly within a month, we would be “back to normal.” You 
know how that story went. By the summer, it was clear that we were in this 
for the long haul and as businesses struggled to hang on while online shop-
ping for everything from groceries to pharmaceuticals became more and 
more prevalent.
 	 Over the next few years, we had to accept there was no going back. One of 
the things that perplexed me was who would occupy the many skyscrapers 
and office complexes. There are state agency employees that never returned 
to the office. And yet, building continues in the Triangle. Amazingly enough, 
the shopping malls seem to be fighting the good fight although Triangle Mall 
appears to be limping along. I work at a state agency that had to adopt a tele-
work policy allowing employees to telework twice weekly with the approval 
of their supervisor. Tuesdays and Thursdays are the big telework days here, 
making scheduling in-person meetings challenging for us Monday-Wednes-
day folks. I began working here in March 2021, just as the Munchkins began 
to come out from under their rocks. There were folks who couldn’t wait to 
return to the office and others who began complaining before they even 
came through the door. In June, there were significant numbers of retirees 
who decided to throw in the towel. Some of those who eagerly returned 
talked of fighting depression brought on by increased isolation. The return 
to church was very similar. The first Sunday of in-person service was like a 
family reunion although it was obvious that many had found other places to 
worship and still others remained hunkered down in fear of contamination. 
I was happy to be back although I struggled to attend in person weekly. I still 
struggle and more often than I like, lose the battle and watch online. Thank 
God for Elevation’s broadcast ministry.
	 I was tired of being shut in, so I kept up with the current vaccinations and 
prayed for a strong immune system. I find value in being at the office at least 
a few days weekly. More gets done during the unscheduled meetings in the 
Ladies’ Room in a few minutes that in an hour Zoom call. I was new and had 
to be intentional in becoming acquainted with my new colleagues. There 
were a lot of new faces and alliances. It took until the end of the year to get 
into a rhythm and feel productive. I noticed that each week, traffic appeared 
heavier, lines were longer, and everywhere was louder. There was that sur-
vivor vibe in the air that acted as a catalyst for reckless behavior in some. 
And, gradually, we began to see the COVID numbers on the rise again. More 
gatherings, fewer masks, the feeling of false security became the fertile soil 
of new strains of the COVID virus.
	 Here we are, three years down the road, and we’re still experiencing out-
breaks amongst contained populations in places like nursing homes and 
airplanes. While masks are no longer required, it is commonplace to be 
asked in medical facilities if you have experienced COVID symptoms in the 
past two weeks. This has become a part of the new normal, and burying our 
heads in the sand won’t make it go away.
	 I don’t go out as much as I did. I figure old age and a resistance to being 
crowds contribute to my self-imposed isolation. There is a good side of this 
all. I have become obsessed with Korean television and baking. I enjoy both 
at least every other day. I’ve become very adept at reading sub-titles and I 
have decided to make baking my next vocation. They have become my new 
normal and I love it.
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Jury Awards Teen Pop Group OMG Girlz 
$71.5M In Battle With “L.O.L.” Toy Maker

What James Earl Jones Can Teach Us About Activism, Art 

	 NEW YORK (AP) — Toy maker 
MGA Entertainment must pay $71.5 
million in damages for infringing 
on the name and likeliness of teen 
pop group OMG Girlz with one of its 
popular lines of dolls, a federal jury 
has decided.
	 Monday’s verdict hands a win to 
OMG Girlz — as well as Xscape sing-
er Tameka “Tiny” Harris and rapper 
Chris “T.I.” Harris — in the third 
court trial related to a yearslong 
intellectual property battle with the 
California company. Among a web 
of back-and-forth claims, MGA’s 
“L.O.L. Surprise! O.M.G.” dolls were 
held to have a name and style similar 
to that of the all-female band, in-
cluding seemingly lookalike clothing.
	 The jury found that a handful of 
the dolls infringed on OMG Girlz’s 
“trade dress” and/or misappropriat-
ed the “name, likeness and identity” 
of the music group. As a result, court 
documents show, jurors awarded 
OMG Girlz, Tiny and T.I. $17.9 mil-
lion in real damages plus $53.6 mil-
lion in punitive damages.
	 Tiny and T.I. are the mother and 
stepfather of OMG Girlz member 
Zonnique Pullins. On Monday, Pul-

By: Dominic Taylor 
University of California

	 The death of James Earl Jones has 
forced me to consider the end of an 
era.
	 Harry Belafonte, Sidney Poitier 
and Jones were giants in my industry. 
They were Black performers whose 
ascents to stardom occurred in the 
tumultuous 1960s, when I was an in-
fant. All three were politically active, 
although each operated in a signifi-
cantly different way.
	 In 1967, there were more than 150 
riots fueled by racial tensions in U.S. 
cities. Many Americans worried that 
the nation would implode over racial 
conflict, and President Lyndon B. 
Johnson appointed the Kerner Com-
mission to study the sources of racial 
turmoil.

Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 Jasmine Guy is widely known as Whitley Gilbert on the game-changing sitcom 
A Different World. However, there is way more substance to her story than the 
bougie college student depicted for six seasons or 142 episodes on NBC. While A 
Different World, pushed Jasmine Guy to a new level of stardom her book Evolu-
tion of a Revolutionary allowed her to shine in a whole new spotlight. Jasmine 
Guy built a relationship with Afeni Shakur through her son the late Tupac Shakur 
and over a series of interviews was able to birth an illuminating book. 
	 Evolution of a Revolutionary demonstrated the common idiom life is a mara-
thon not a sprint. Afeni lived a life of activism, triumph, despair, resurgence, and 
ultimately redemption. Afeni mothered many. Her impact is undoubtedly global. 
Afeni’s story began in North Carolina, then she moved to New York where she 
contributed heavily to the Harlem community by being an instrumental leader 
in the Black Panther Party. Afeni went on westward eventually settled in the San 
Francisco Bay area and ultimately in Atlanta, Georgia. 
	 Afeni and Jasmine’s relationship truly was one of mutual respect. Jasmine was 
relentless in her search for information and in her efforts to push Afeni to talk 
about sensitive subjects like drug use and complicated relationships. 
	 As I read, I realized the most inspiring element of the story is the value Jasmine 
found in Afeni’s truths and experiences. Love comes in different shapes, sizes, 
colors, ages, you name it. Love is never the same. A reader can feel Jasmine’s love 
and respect for Afeni radiating off of the pages in the book. The nature of their 
relationship as expressed in the book cause me to think deeply about my priorities 
in my associations. One can have friends, one can spend time dating, one could 
also spend time with a person that they know will enrich their soul and provide 
them with insights to make better decisions for their life. Afeni appeared to do all 
of these things and more for Jasmine and I truly found value in the published re-
sults of their interactions.
	 Tupac once said, “I’m not saying I’m gonna change the world, but I guaran-
tee that I will spark the brain that will change the world,” he did, and so did his 
mother. The art and words they both left behind continue to spark influence and 
inspiration. May Afeni and Tupac Shakur forever Rest In Peace knowing they 
both impacted the black community in their own ways and shifted the culture for 
generations to come. 

lins and her fellow OMG Girlz mem-
bers Bahja Rodriguez and Breaunna 
Womack all celebrated the verdict in 
posts to Instagram.
	 “This is for creatives everywhere,” 
Rodriguez wrote. “No longer will we 
be bullied into silence when it comes 
to others profiting off of our ideas 
and creativity.”
	 Tiny, who has been particularly 
outspoken about the case over the 

	 At the time, Jones was an actor of 
growing renown on television and the 
theatrical stage. He had performed 
in “Danton’s Death” on Broadway 
and was featured on NBC’s “Tarzan,” 
among other projects.
	 Jones found himself grappling 
with a question that has roiled many 
artists, then and now: In troubling 
times, what is an artist to do?
	 He didn’t give rousing speeches, as 
Belafonte did. Nor did he hand-deliv-
er cash to student activists in Missis-
sippi during the Freedom Summer, as 
Poitier had done.
	 Instead, Jones decided to work 
on a play about a boxer, “The Great 
White Hope,” which had been written 
by Howard Sackler at Arena Stage, a 
Washington-based theater company 
in the growing regional theater move-
ment.

years, also applauded the decision 
Monday.
	 In 2020, MGA filed a lawsuit seek-
ing a declaratory judgement stating 
that its “L.O.L. Surprise! O.M.G.” 
products did not violate any IP rights 
belonging to OMG Girlz, after receiv-
ing a cease-and-desist from the group. 
But counterclaims were soon filed 
from OMG Girlz, Tiny and T.I.’s team.
	 The first trial took place in January 

	 Embodying Black power
	 While cities were burning all over 
America, why would an actor hoping 
to make a difference sign on to play 
a boxer? If they aren’t willing to put 
their life on the line, shouldn’t they 
at least work on a play about the Civil 
Rights Movement, racism or police 
brutality?
	 However, “The Great White Hope” 
wasn’t a simple, sentimental sports 
drama. Sackler based the play’s pro-
tagonist, Jack Jefferson, on boxer Jack 
Johnson, who became the first Black 
heavyweight champion in 1908.
	 African Americans riotously cel-
ebrated Johnson, who had captured 
the title just 45 years after the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. In the face of 
virulent Jim Crow racism, Johnson 
stood as a man who, if given a fair 
shot, could beat anyone.

2023, but a mistrial was declared 
the on grounds that barred testimo-
ny accusing the company of cultural 
appropriation was introduced. The 
second trial sided with MGA, but 
the judge later granted OMG Girlz’s 
request for a retrial.
	 Neither MGA, whose toy brands 
also include Bratz and Mini Verse, 
nor attorneys representing the 
company immediately responded to 
The Associated Press’ requests for 
comment Tuesday on the verdict.
	 MGA denied allegations of in-
fringement and misappropriation 
throughout the trial. According to 
Rolling Stone, Paul J. Loh, one of 
the company’s lawyers, called the 
claims “baseless and offensive” in 
closing arguments — noting that 
MGA had sold more than 40 mil-
lion “L.O.L Surprise! O.M.G.” dolls 
without customer confusion.
	 In a joint statement, attorneys on 
the other side of the case applauded 
OMG Girlz, Tiny, and T.I.’s deter-
mination and “courage to stand up 
for themselves and fight a billion-
dollar corporation’s intimidation” 
— adding that the jury did the right 
thing by holding MGA “fully ac-
countable.”

	 In his book “A Beautiful Pageant: 
African American Theatre, Drama 
and Performance in the Harlem 
Renaissance, 1910-1927,” theater 
historian David Krasner argues that 
Johnson’s victory was one of the 
key events that fueled the Harlem 
Renaissance, the Black intellectual 
and cultural movement that birthed 
jazz music, the poetry of Langston 
Hughes, the writings of Zora Neale 
Hurston and the sculptures of Au-
gusta Savage.
	 The confidence Johnson inspired 
was contagious: If a Black man 
could handily beat a white man in 
a boxing ring, there was no reason 
Black artists and writers couldn’t 
fashion groundbreaking works, 
plumbing their lives and their his-
tories – as Hurston did – to become 
champions of Black culture.

Book Review: Evolution 
Of A Revolutionary 

Sports

	 In a CIAA football conference 
game held in Durham, N.C. on 
September 21, 2024, Shaw Uni-
versity triumphed over Lincoln 
University with a 48-14 victory. 

Shaw University Triumphed Over Lincoln University 48–14

Michigan State Football’s Armorion Smith Is Raising 5 Siblings
	 LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Armorion 
Smith pressed his palms together 
over the bridge of his nose, closed his 
eyes and leaned against the kitchen 
sink.
	 The 21-year-old Michigan State 
defensive back needed a moment in 
the four-bedroom, two-bathroom 
home he shares with five younger 
siblings. He has a lot on his plate, 
more than most college students and 
certainly more than most student-
athletes.
	 His mother, Gala Gilliam, died of 
breast cancer a month ago and with-
out a father in the family’s life, Smith 
has become the head of the house-
hold while studying criminal justice 
and playing major college football. 
He became the legal guardian for 
four siblings on Sept. 11.
	 “My cards were given to me,” 
Smith said softly with a steely gaze, 
standing on a small porch behind 
the home as the sun set on a recent 
evening. “I didn’t choose my deck of 
cards.”
	 His 19-year-old sister, Aleion, is 
in charge while he is gone for about 
12 hours most days to be a student 
and athlete. Appreciating her selfless 
sacrifice, Smith said he hopes to help 
her find a way to start taking classes 
next semester while juggling her role 
with the family.
	 Smith looks and sounds deter-
mined to help his siblings be happy, 

healthy and safe. His teammates 
watch in awe.
	 “I couldn’t even begin to imagine 
if I was in his situation,” linebacker 
Jordan Hall said. “He’s in a tough 
spot, but he is one of the strongest 
guys I have ever known.”

The family
	 Smith grew up in in Detroit, recall-
ing how he was homeless at times 
and hopped from house to house to 
find places to sleep. He was a three-
star prospect at River Rouge High 
School and attended the University of 
Cincinnati for two years.
	 After Smith’s mother was diag-
nosed with breast cancer in 2022 
during his sophomore season with 
the Bearcats, he transferred last year 
to be closer to home. The life lessons 
from his mom continued.
	 When Smith, holding his 2-year-
old sister, arrived at a recent fund-
raiser, each of his other siblings in-
troduced themselves to people there 
to support the family and shook their 
hands while making eye contact.
	 “That’s from my mom,” he said.
	 She was trying to prepare him for 
what was to come before she died 
Aug. 19. She was 41.
	 “She used to tell me everything: 
‘Get hard’ and all of that,” he recalled. 
“And I see why she was under a lot of 
stress.”
	 Smith keeps notes on his phone 
to help manage busy days that start 

before dawn, when he is up to make 
sure his two sisters and three brothers 
are awake before he leaves for school. 
Smith gets a lift from a teammate 
or a ride-hailing service to make the 
4-mile trip to campus for therapy on 
his surgically repaired shoulders and 
meetings with the football team before 
going to classes and practice.
	 His eldest sister gets their 16- and 
15-year-old brothers, Armond and 
Avaugn, and 11-year-old sister, Arial, 
ready for school. There are two variet-
ies of Cap’n Crunch atop the refrigera-
tor in a kitchen that didn’t have a table 
or chairs during a recent visit.

	 The school-age brothers rely on a 
ride-hailing company to get them to 
school and back while their oldest 
sister cares for their toddler sister, 
Amaira.
	 “Me and my sister got to work 
together to keep this all afloat,” he 
said. “While I’m in college sports, 
she’s got to be able to take care of 
everything that I can’t do, like pick 
up where I left off, while I’m taking 
care of business.”
	 He and the siblings he is now 
responsible for at least have a home 
thanks in part to a GoFundMe cam-
paign.

Student caregivers
	 While Smith’s story is unusual 
in college sports — the NCAA does 
not track the number of athletes 
whose day-to-day activities include 
caring for a dependent — a 2020 
study from the National Center for 
Education Statistics found 19.5% of 
undergraduate college students had a 
dependent and 5.5% of them were re-
sponsible for non-child dependents. 
Other research shows student-care-
givers are disproportionately from 
historically marginalized racial and 
ethnic groups.
	 Ray Ray McElrathbey was a 
19-year-old freshman at Clemson in 
2006 when he took over custody of 
his 10-year-old brother because of 
his mother’s drug problems and his 
father’s gambling addiction. Initially, 
they lived solely off McElrathbey’s 
scholarship and later the NCAA ap-
proved a plan where donations were 
administered by a local bank and 
distributed to Ray and Fahmarr. His 
story was the subject of “Safety,” a 
Disney movie.
	 When McElrathbey was a child 
and saw “Angels in the Outfield,” it 
inspired him because he felt there 
were other children out there like 
him. These days, he does speaking 
engagements and shares his message 
of hope with young people.
	 “Just kind to speak to those kids in 
a similar situation like I was growing 

up and have them have something to 
inspire them is the greatest gift,” he 
said.
	 Tufts University professor Emma 
Armstrong-Carter, who has done 
research on children caregivers, said 
these young people show amazing 
strength and don’t want to be pitied.
	 “Isn’t it incredible that these young 
people are able to overcome so many 
challenges and support their fami-
lies in ways that are necessary and 
meaningful?” Armstrong-Carter said. 
“There’s a need for more institutional 
support to help them thrive.”
	 Smith and his family are able to af-
ford renting a house in the state capi-
tal, paying for utilities, bills, food and 
ride-hailing services thanks to waves 
of financial support. The GoFundMe 
effort has raised more than $60,000, 
and he makes some money through 
name, image and likeness deals. 
Michigan State has helped through a 
student assistance fund. Two fund-
raisers were hosted at a McDonald’s 
in Lansing and an IHOP in Livonia 
set up by former Michigan State 
football players Jason Strayhorn and 
Sedrick Irvin and promoted on their 
“This is Sparta MSU” podcast.
	 Road trips are part of the calen-
dar and the Spartans don’t play two 
home games in a row until the end of 
the season in November, though two 
bye weekends will give Smith more 
time at home.

During the first half, Shaw run-
ning back Travon Tensley (6) 
ran for yardage against Lincoln 
linebacker Maleek Robinson (2), 
and later against Lincoln’s Justin 

Piper (17) and Marvin Latortue (55). 
Shaw quarterback Christian Peters 
(3) maneuvered along the sidelines 
to keep the ball in play against line-
backer Maleek Robinson (2), and 
later passed under pressure from 
the Lincoln defense. Shaw’s defen-
sive back Noah Gibson (6) made an 
interception and ran for yardage 
ahead of the Lincoln defense. Ad-
ditionally, linebacker Andre Stewart 
(62) congratulated wide receiver 

Ah’Shaan Belcher (0) for scoring 
a touchdown, and Belcher cel-
ebrated his second touchdown of 
the game with teammate Kyree 
Mclean (11). Belcher scored two 
touchdowns for Shaw, contribut-
ing significantly to their win. 
Steve Worthy Photos
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Community
There Is A Rise Of Virtual Learning From Coast To Coast
By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

	 As students and parents increas-
ingly seek alternatives to traditional 
schooling, a shift towards innova-
tive education models reshapes how 
children learn. Dissatisfaction with 
conventional classrooms—whether 
stemming from concerns over qual-
ity, safety, or personalized learning—
has led many families to explore 
options like homeschooling, charter 
schools, private schools, and virtual 
schooling. 
	 According to recent estimates, the 
number of virtual and homeschooled 
students in the United States has 
surged from approximately 2.5 mil-
lion in 2019 to nearly 4 million 
today, reflecting a growing trend 
among families eager to customize 
their children’s education to better 
suit student learning preferences.
	 Education management organiza-
tions like Stride, Inc. are redefining 
the landscape of online learning. 
Originally known as K12 Inc., Stride 
offers comprehensive online and 
blended education programs that 
serve students from kindergarten 
through 12th grade. By providing an 
alternative to traditional “brick and 
mortar” education, Stride empowers 
families to access high-quality, flex-
ible learning experiences that meet 
their children’s unique needs and 
wants. Stride exemplifies the grow-
ing trend toward digital learning so-
lutions that challenge the status quo 
and broaden educational horizons.
	 As of now, 691 virtual schools 
enroll close to 5 million students—
a remarkable increase from fewer 

than half a million just a decade 
ago. In Stride’s virtual learning en-
vironments, state-certified teachers 
guide students through virtual ses-
sions, known as “Class Connects”. 
As students progress from elemen-
tary school to middle school to high 
school, the curriculum becomes 
more independent, fostering self-
directed learning that prepares them 
for future academic and career pur-
suits. 
	 The benefits of virtual learn-
ing extend beyond academic flex-
ibility; they also cultivate a sense of 
responsibility and independence in 
students. By navigating a blend of 
guided instruction and self-paced 
coursework, learners are empowered 
to take charge of their education, 
preparing them not only for higher 
education but for the challenges of 
the real world as well. The combina-
tion of robust online resources and 
supportive community structures 
makes virtual schooling a compel-
ling choice for many families seeking 
alternatives to traditional education.
	 The Insight School of Washington 
(ISWA), a virtual academy operating 
under Stride for nearly two decades, 
is redefining education for students 
in Spokane, just outside Seattle. 
With nearly 2,000 enrolled students, 
ISWA offers a unique approach that 
recognizes that many factors—such 
as learning difficulties, behavioral 
challenges, or issues like bullying—
can hinder a student’s academic 
journey. ISWA provides a fresh start 
with tailored support that meets 
each learner where they are.

Eric Gjovaag, a high school math-
ematics teacher at Insight School of 

Washington who shared his innova-
tive perspective on the intersection 
of mathematics and The Wizard of 
Oz at the CharlOz conference held 
at the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte over the weekend ex-
plained his approach: “Some online 
schools meet every day—we don’t 
do that. We meet with the whole 
class twice a week. We give students 
resources to explore the topics on 
their own; bringing their own way of 
learning to the material.”
	 One of the standout features of 
ISWA is its credit recovery program, 
which condenses coursework into 
an intensive nine-week schedule. 
Qualified high school students have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
Running Start program, enabling 
them to earn both high school and 
college credits simultaneously, fur-
ther enhancing their educational 
prospects.

	 Gjovaag holds virtual office hours 
twice a week, much like college 
professors and advisors, allowing 
students to join his classroom, ask 
questions, and check on their prog-
ress in the course on their own time. 
Students can also access the entire 
course curriculum, watch instruc-
tional videos, complete practice 
quizzes, and explore reading materi-
als, enabling them to engage with the 
content whenever and however they 
choose.
	 “I have one student that is almost 
done with the curriculum in practical 
math, just because she’s that kind of 
student – she’s that ambitious,” Gjo-
vaag said. “We can pull in students 
who are having difficulties, who are 
struggling, and say ‘Alright, it looks 
like you need extra help, here’s some 
more work you can do—try this out’. 
You know, just a little extra help for 
those who need it.”

	 For many students, attending 
school from home means reduced 
distractions, minimal peer pres-
sure, and access to a robust sup-
port network. The virtual learning 
model emphasizes collaboration 
and adventure, ensuring that stu-
dents can engage in a stimulat-
ing educational experience while 
focusing on what they need as 
individuals to improve their knowl-
edge. Gjovaag emphasizes that 
each teacher under Stride’s virtual 
learning environment can tailor 
their approach to meet the needs 
of their students. In the virtual 
academy, students have abundant 
options to demonstrate their un-
derstanding of the material.
	 “My major goal is to give students 
as much opportunity and informa-
tion as they need so they can explore 
on their own how they can learn the 
material in a way that makes sense 
to them,” Gjovaag said. “For a lot of 
students, they just don’t do well in 
brick-and-mortar schools. For what-
ever reason they have social anxiety, 
conditions to follow, maybe school 
is just harder for them; ISWA is just 
perfect for them.” 
	 Many of Gjovaag’s students have 
part-time jobs, are athletes with 
various commitments, or have busy 
schedules, either personally or with-
in their families. This is one reason 
why all lessons are recorded, allow-
ing students to revisit and review 
parts of the lecture whenever they 
prefer. 
	 “They can just be at home in a safe 
space, and still be engaged in school 
with teachers who are concerned 
and involved in their work. There’s a 

lot of flexibility, especially for those 
who need it,” Gjovaag said. 
	 Washington isn’t the only state 
offering creative alternatives for stu-
dents who aren’t satisfied with their 
education or need a more individual-
ized experience to thrive. The North 
Carolina Virtual Academy (NCVA) 
in Durham stands at the forefront of 
educational innovation as well, of-
fering a public charter school model 
designed to meet the diverse needs 
of students across the state. 
	 At NCVA, North Carolina-licensed 
educators support student progress 
and mastery of content, providing 
professional insights. As a public 
charter school, the NCVA does not 
charge tuition. 
	 NCVA serves a diverse student 
body, with over half identifying as 
minorities and nearly 3,500 en-
rolled. The costs associated with vir-
tual education are significantly lower 
than those of traditional public 
schools, which average over $10,000 
per pupil. Virtual schooling reduces 
expenses related to physical materi-
als, transportation, and sanitation, 
bringing costs closer to $5,000 per 
pupil. 
	 Additionally, NCVA’s funding 
model is more sustainable than 
that of private schools, which spend 
upwards of $9,000 per pupil. With 
ongoing legislative discussions about 
voucher funding for private educa-
tion, NCVA presents a viable alter-
native for families seeking more 
educational options without the 
financial burden on public schools 
or the need for substantial financing 
through vouchers—potentially sav-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars.

	 On Saturday September 07, The Brothers of the Beta Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity 
Inc, & Project Uplift Inc hosted its 2nd Annual Bull City 5-K Run/Walk for Diabetes in downtown 
Durham, N.C. led by the NCCU Women’s Tennis Team who served as Grand Marshall for this year’s 
run. Runners were able to take advantage of a post run yoga stretch session hosted by Flowtious 
Soul Yoga.

 more Hills, didn’t even realize they 
lived	 in	 a	 500-year	 flood	plain	until	
Hurricane Fran in 1996 sent raging 
waters into their community.
	 When	gentrification	creates	a	situ-
ation where Black families are priced 
out of those same neighborhoods, 
where historic homes are being de-
molished to make room for larger 
homes and towering developments, 
the outcomes are the same. Black 
people are being excluded from one 
of	 the	most	 influential	ways	genera-
tional wealth can be created. 
 That’s why the article in the Sep-
tember 12th edition of The Caro-
linian, that addresses the siege of 
the Historic Prince Hall District in 
Raleigh, is important and should be 
alarming. (www.CARO.news)
 The purpose of a Historic Overlay 
District is to maintain and enhance 
the distinctive character of the area 
by safeguarding the architectural 

integrity of the various period struc-
tures within it, and to prevent intru-
sions and alterations within the dis-
trict that would be incompatible with 
this established character. Creatively 
infilling the neighborhood in ways 
that honor the significance of its his-
tory, and of its architectural beauty, 
should be welcome. Certainly block-
ing a Masonic Lodge - a central 
community connection point - with 
a 7-story hotel lacks appropriateness 
of character? 
	 Shortly after the 2012 designation 
of the Prince Hall Overlay, develop-
ment interests began to break the 
district in pieces. Despite vocal op-
position from the Raleigh Historic 
Development Commission, the Plan-
ning Commission, the State Historic 
Preservation Office, and residents, 
City Council removed three contrib-
uting historic buildings from the 
district’s boundary to make way for a 

hotel and opened the door for addi-
tional removals. In 2022, City Coun-
cil arbitrarily removed nine parcels 
totaling nearly two acres without 
zoning conditions, leaving five of the 
overlay’s historic structures vulner-
able. This included the long-time 
home of Haywood Funeral Home, 
as well as Cumbo’s Barber Shop and 
their adjacent family residence.
	 As parcels continue to be removed 
due to a highly focused and targeted 
development campaign these his-
toric spaces are open to cannibaliza-
tion and each one makes the case 
for the next. We cannot ignore our 
history as we fight for opportunity. It 
should empower and embolden us in 
our protection of yesterday’s experi-
ences as we move forward. And in 
our “getting” we must not forget to 
get wisdom and understanding.

The Red Line—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

To Refute Porn-Site Report, 
Campaign Hires A Law Firm

Reckitt Will Invest $145M & 
Create 289 Jobs In Wilson

	 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North 
Carolina Republican gubernato-
rial candidate Mark Robinson said 
Tuesday his campaign has hired a 
law firm to help investigate a CNN 
report stating he made explicit ra-
cial and sexual posts on a pornog-
raphy website’s message board.
	 The lawyers will look at how 
what Robinson calls “false smears” 
originated.
	 The announcement comes as 
more North Carolina Republicans 
disturbed by last week’s report 
said that if Robinson can’t formally 
refute the accusations quickly, the 
GOP should shift its focus to com-
petitive in-state races.
	 Other Republicans already have 
abandoned Robinson, the sitting 
lieutenant governor. The Repub-
lican Governors Association said 
Monday it will no longer support 
Robinson. His campaign had ben-
efitted from the group spending 
millions of dollars in advertising in 
his race with Democratic nominee 
Josh Stein, whom polls have shown 
leading Robinson. Most of Robin-
son’s top campaign staffers also 
quit in the report’s fallout.
	 GOP officials are anxious that 
Robinson’s situation could pull 
down Republican presidential 
nominee Donald Trump and help 
Democratic nominee Kamala Har-
ris in the battleground state, and 
threaten the outcomes of other key 
seats on the ballot.
	 “He should conclusively and 
quickly prove false the allegations 
against him,” Hal Weatherman, 
who is seeking to succeed Robin-
son as lieutenant governor, said 
on X. Weatherman runs separately 
from Robinson but received his 

endorsement. “If he can prove 
this isn’t true and was fabricated 
to hurt him, he will win in a land-
slide. But if he fails to do so, he 
will lose, because the comments 
being attributed to him are highly 
disturbing.”
	 Robinson, a favorite of the state 
GOP’s conservative base and who 
would be the state’s first Black gov-
ernor if elected, has denied writing 
the messages from more than a 
decade ago, well before he became 
active in politics. In a news release, 
Robinson said he was confident the 
Binnall Law Group from northern 
Virginia “will leave no stone un-
turned and enable us to use every 
legal means to hold CNN account-
able for their lies.” Firm partner 
Jesse Binnall  has represented 
Trump and his campaign in litiga-
tion.
	 CNN’s report unearthed posts 
it said Robinson left on a porn 
site’s message boards in which 
he referred to himself as a “black 
NAZI;” said he enjoyed transgen-

der pornography; said in 2012 he 
preferred Hitler to then-President 
Barack Obama; and slammed the 
late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. as 
“worse than a maggot.” Robinson 
has a history of inflammatory com-
ments on abortion, LGBTQ+ issues 
and the role of women that Stein 
and his allies have used against 
him for months.
	 CNN didn’t immediately respond 
to an email Tuesday seeking com-
ment. Last week, CNN said it had 
matched details of an account on 
the pornographic website forum to 
other online accounts held by Rob-
inson by comparing usernames, a 
known email address and his full 
name. CNN reported that details 
discussed by the account holder 
matched Robinson’s age, length of 
marriage and other biographical 
information.
	 At a campaign event Monday, 
Robinson said he would be “coming 
after CNN full throttle.” He hasn’t 
provided evidence that would 
counter the broadcast report.

	 Reckitt*, a global leader in health, 
hygiene and nutrition, will establish 
a major production plant in Wilson 
County to produce the over-the-
counter medicine Mucinex, creating 
289 jobs, Governor Roy Cooper an-
nounced today. The company will 
invest $145.59 million in Wilson.
	 “North Carolina continues to at-
tract the world’s most well-known 
life science companies that are work-
ing to keep people healthy,” said 
Governor Cooper. “Communities like 
Wilson and all across our state pro-
vide skilled biotech workers through 
our training systems that are impor-
tant to companies like Reckitt.”

For more than 200 years, Reck-
itt has been the company behind 
some of the world’s most recogniz-
able and trusted consumer brands, 
including Airborne®, Biofreeze®, 
Finish®, Lysol®, Mucinex®, and 
more. These brands have been used 
by consumers for generations and 
are familiar staples in households 
around the world. Every day, around 
30 million Reckitt products are pur-
chased globally. The company’s new 
Wilson project will allow the com-
pany to expand its production capac-
ity and localize Mucinex production. 
In addition to management and 
administrative functions, the Wilson 
facility is expected to include quality 
assurance and quality control, engi-
neering, and general manufacturing 
roles.
	 “With its prominence as a life sci-
ence innovation hub, North Carolina 
is an ideal place for Reckitt to estab-
lish its U.S. regional manufactur-
ing center,” said Kris Licht, CEO of 
Reckitt. “This strategic, onshoring 
investment will build resiliency and 
agility in our supply chain and fur-
ther drives our mission to create a 
healthier world by increasing access 
to important medicines.”

	 “As a native of eastern North Caro-
lina and a former life science execu-
tive, it’s been so exciting to see the 
growth of this industry in Wilson and 
North Carolina’s BioPharma Cres-
cent region,” said Commerce Secre-
tary Machelle Baker Sanders. “Mu-
cinex is a trusted household brand 
and I’m proud to welcome Reckitt 
to North Carolina as the company 
expands its capabilities in the United 
States.”
	 The North Carolina Department of 
Commerce led the state’s support for 
the company during its site evalua-
tion and decision-making process.
	 Although wages will vary depend-
ing on the position, the average 

salary for the new positions will be 
$80,182, which is higher than the 
current average wage in Wilson 
County of $52,619. The new posi-
tions will bring an annual payroll im-
pact to the community of more than 
$23 million per year.
	 Reckitt’s project in North Carolina, 
formally being granted to company 
subsidiary RB Health Manufacturing 
(US) LLC, will be facilitated, in part, 
by a Job Development Investment 
Grant (JDIG) approved by the state’s 
Economic Investment Committee 
earlier today. Over the course of the 
12-year term of this grant, the proj-
ect is estimated to grow the state’s 
economy by $1.9 billion. 

CITIZEN REPORTERS WANTED
The Carolinian has enjoyed being your community newspaper for more than 80 years. With the rapid pace of life, 

and the ever changing social climate, we need your help to keep up with the multitude of  
events that are happening daily.

We are asking you, the community, to submit articles about events you have hosted or attended.  
Please send pictures if possible. 

The community newspaper is about sharing what is happening in the community. Come be a part of it!
Submit your articles by email to info@caro.news

https://caro.news/historic-prince-hall-district-under-siege-by-developers/
https://caro.news/historic-prince-hall-district-under-siege-by-developers/
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Editorials

Editorial Policy
	 Unsigned editorials in this space are the opinion of the newspaper. All other opinion 
pieces, including those from regular columnists, are the opinion of the writers themselves. 
The Carolinian strives to provide provocative commentary that is likely to spur thoughtful 
debate, regardless of whether we agree with it. 

CONVERSATIONS
	 I need someone to call me up and tell me how we got here. I want to know how people 
who have unprecedented opportunities to easily research questions and dialogue can be 
so easily misled. Even small children can sense when their adults are not telling them 
the truth and most will continue to ask the same question over and over again until we 
get it; they just are not getting our answers. An adult who has compassion will under-
stand that the kid actually wants the truth.
	 This week, “running for governor,” Mark Robinson got nationally exposed. He’s been 
saying “stuff” for a couple of years, but his defining himself as a “black Nazi” on a porn 
site (allegedly) seems to have gotten him uninvited to a campaign stop by his mentor, 
Donald, who had recently honored him and dishonored MLK by comparing Mark to the 
fallen leader.
	 Interestingly, his other outrageous statements did not come with a request that he 
step down, which, of course, he said he had no intention of doing. My question is, why 
did his wish for “a time when women couldn’t vote”, talks about “needing to return to 
slavery”, and his recent comment that “some people just need to be killed” not engen-
der a call for him to step down? Were those statements more palatable? If so, do people 
agree with them? It’s a good question, Dorothy. It will be an education of sorts to see 
how many North Carolinians vote for him anyway, especially how many black vot-
ers pull the lever for him or fill in the spot beside his name. I watched a conversation 
online (YouTube) on a program called “Conscious Lee,” where two African American 
young men discussed systematic racism. One guy said there’s no such thing; he’s a black 
Republican voting for Trump. I was surprised that he had no understanding of what 

systematic racism is. The other guy, the host of the show, tried to 
explain it to him and gave him pretty good examples, but the guy just 
couldn’t get it. He appeared to be really trying to understand, but his 
emotional and intellectual racism detector seemed to be turned off 
or non-existent.
	 How did he get here? How can he not hear the CLEAR evidence of 
Trump’s demeaning of African American people in statements such 
as “he was born in Kenya,” “he wasn’t qualified to enter Harvard” 
(referring to former President Barack Obama), and his constant ref-
erence to Kamala Harris as “not smart”? What about his rants about 
“black jobs” and immigrants as “mentally ill thugs” and “jailbirds” 
creating violence and taking jobs from black people? What’s going 
on with them that they dismiss his taking out an ad in the paper 
calling for a firing squad against five (found-to-be-innocent) African 
American males and his continued justification of what he did?
	 I understand what happened to Tim Scott, Clarence Thomas, and 
others who were groomed to hate their blackness by white males 
who employed them and directed their education when they did not 
have the nurturing of their fathers. This doesn’t excuse them but in 
some way explains their behaviors and beliefs. Let me hasten to say 
that there are thousands of African American males who have lost 
fathers who don’t succumb to the brainwashing.
	 The wow conversation for me was the one between Dr. Phil and 
Trump on Phil in the Blanks. Let me hasten to say that I used to 
watch Dr. Phil’s show almost religiously; it was my way of connect-
ing with people having problems who I would have otherwise not 
known. I did get an alert some years back when Dr. Phil had a ses-
sion with some elementary kids who were experiencing difficulties. I 
was appalled when he told them that the fact that their parents could 
provide them with luxuries and meet their needs should be what 

they should value themselves upon. I immediately thought, “What 
about kids who often don’t get three square meals a day and have 
parents who work to keep a roof over their heads?”
	 There have been other instances when I questioned his value 
system and his beliefs as a clinician. I read his biography, got even 
closer to understanding, and eventually stopped watching his show 
altogether. His comments and shows during the COVID crisis, when 
he proposed against vaccines and mask-wearing, was a big wake-up 
call. I also think that perhaps Oprah didn’t let him buy her out is the 
reason he no longer has the Dr. Phil show. He became famous after 
he represented her in the beef-eating suit in Texas, and she spon-
sored/owned his show. He became famous and rich, and of course, 
she was already famous and became richer. All of this prepared me 
not to be disappointed as he interviewed Donald Trump, but I was 
fascinated that a psychologist of his supposed ilk supported Trump. 
One of his first remarks was that “Donald does not need or crave the 
attention of others,” my jaw dropped. He also lauded his wonderful 
family and marriage and his riches. He then went on to declare the 
Democrats as those who have caused Donald’s legal problems. At no 
time did he give Donald any responsibility for his woes. He let him 
go on and on with his narcissistic rants and blamed others for what 
has happened in his political dealings.
	 I had noted that Dr. Phil had George Bush on his show when he 
was running for President, but that man who most exemplified the 
values he urged in healthy families was never invited (Obama). 
Obama was a great father, husband, and leader by all of his mea-
sures, but Dr. Phil never invited him on his show for an interview as 
President or even when he was a candidate. Also, never Biden. But I 
think Obama’s success and his melanin excluded him, and it’s all, I 
suspect, because of who Dr. Phil really is.

Why Is There Confusion About the Job 
Market?

	 As a professional economist for almost five decades,   I am the first to admit 
that many economic numbers and measures are confusing. How many people 
— besides economists — know what GDP, the federal funds rate, or the personal 
consumption expenditures price index mean, or what the difference is between 
the budget deficit and the national debt?  
	 Most people would think the easiest statistic to understand is jobs. Yet you are 
wrong! First, there are two different and independent measures of jobs, as well as 
periodic revisions of the numbers. Furthermore, there are multiple measures of 
the unemployment rate. With all these different statistics floating around, how’s 
any person — other than an economist — expected to make sense of the job mar-
ket and decide whether it’s good or bad?
	 In today’s column, I’ll walk you through the major job numbers and related 
measures and give common-sense explanations for their meanings. Then you’ll 
be prepared to understand the numbers as they are released so you can decide on 
the condition of the job market.
	 But before I begin, exactly who creates the job numbers? While there are some 
private estimates, the official numbers are generated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics (BLS). The BLS has a reputation of high credibility. 
	 I’ll begin with the basics of simply counting jobs. The BLS conducts two 
monthly surveys. The first, called the establishment survey, counts jobs at busi-
nesses. The second, the household survey, directly asks individuals about their 
work status. The establishment survey also tells us where people are working, 
while the household survey provides the information to calculate the various un-
employment rates. 
	 Both are surveys, meaning the numbers of businesses and households provid-
ing information are far less than their actual total numbers. This is not unusual. 
Polls about voting intentions, product preference and myriad other decisions are 
also done by sample polling.  
	 Which brings me to a recent debate: It was reported that the BLS reduced the 
total national job count for the year March 2023 through March 2024 by over 
800,000. While the BLS regularly makes such revisions each year, this number 
was exceedingly high and sparked charges of possible manipulation. Yet there 
are logical answers for the revision. 
	 The first is that when conducting the monthly surveys, all businesses in the 
sample may not be ready with their numbers. The BLS could wait until the tardy 
businesses had the data ready, but the agency is always under pressure to release 
the numbers on schedule. BLS also doesn’t want to substitute another business 
because each is carefully selected to represent a specific part of the job market. 
So the BLS estimates each lagging firm’s job number, and in the case of this year, 
the estimates were too high.
	 A second logical answer is that, as with so many things, the pandemic is having 
a lingering impact. How? It’s highly likely the BLS has not yet fully adjusted sam-
pling models to account for the impacts of COVID.
	 Another confusing part of the jobs report has to do with what is interpreted as 
a good number or a bad number. It’s often a matter of expectations. Each month 
before the official jobs report is released, there will be a “guess” for the change 
in the number of jobs based on estimates from private firms and economists. If 
the actual change in jobs is less than the expected change, financial markets can 
react negatively, even if the actual change was positive. This happened for the re-
cent August jobs report. Even though the job gain in August was higher than the 
job gain in July, the August gain was less than expected.
	 Let me now move on to the important topic of unemployment. The jobless rate 
is likely the most widely followed labor market number, mainly because it’s easy 
to understand. People intuitively know that if the jobless rate rises, it’s not good 
for the broad economy and could warn of bad times ahead.
	 But, of course, economists aren’t content with one measure of the jobless rate. 
Instead, economists have created several rates, with each saying something 
slightly different about the job market.
	 The official jobless rate is based on a simple calculation. It is the number of 
individuals who don’t have a job and who are actively looking for work and avail-
able for work as a percentage of the labor force. The labor force is everyone aged 
16 and over except for those in active military duty or institutionalized. The na-
tional rate in August was 4.4%, up from 3.9% in August 2023.
	 But there are alternative jobless rates developed by BLS. A closely watched 
rate, the U-6, includes the above-mentioned unemployed but adds people who 
want a job but have stopped looking, as well as individuals who have a part-time 
job but want a full-time job. In August the U-6 rate was 8%, up from 7.2% the 
year earlier.
	 Of course, care must be taken not to mix these different jobless rates, because 
they use different measures of unemployment. The official jobless rate has the 
narrowest measure of unemployment, whereas the U-6 rate has the broadest 
definition. I like to follow both.
	 Numbers about the economy are constantly thrown at us — so many numbers 
that non-economists need a guide to what they mean. Hopefully this column has 
given readers a guide to make common sense of key labor market numbers. But, 
you decide.
	 Mike Walden is a William Neal Reynolds Distinguished Professor Emeritus at 
North Carolina State University. 
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what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

	 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

Practical Biblical Principles

$45.00
$75.00

LET’S STAY TOGETHER
By Pastor William Eli Ratcliff

	 Al Green once sang “Let’s Stay To-
gether,” but after that woman threw 
hot grits on him, I believe his song 
changed. Not long after, he became 
Reverend Al Green, leaving his R&B 
past behind to serve God. I thank 
God for how he decided to grow and 
change his life for the better.
	 Speaking of growth, we just had 
our Truevine Assembly of Pentecos-
tal Churches Inc. Holy Convocation 
from September 16–22, 2024. Our 
theme was “Sowing Good Seeds; 
Let’s Grow Together,” based on Mat-
thew 13:8: “But others fell on good 
ground and yielded a crop: some 
a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.”
	 I delivered the sermon, titled “We 
Need to Grow, Don’t You Know,” 
and I want to take a moment to 
reflect on the story of Jacob. In Gen-
esis 35:11-12, God says to Jacob, “I 
am God Almighty: be fruitful and 
multiply; a nation and a company of 
nations shall be of thee, and kings 
shall come out of thy loins.”
	 This was a pivotal moment in 
Jacob’s life. God reaffirmed His 
covenant, and Jacob’s name was 
changed to Israel, symbolizing his 
transformation. God promised him 
that his descendants would inherit 
the land that was first promised to 
his grandfather, Abraham, and his 
father, Isaac. This passage shows 
how families not only grow in num-
ber but also in their divine responsi-
bility.
	 We should take the time to thank 
God for our ancestors, especially 
those who led us to church. Whether 

WHEN GOD SEEMS SO FAR 
AWAY

Read: Isaiah 8:1-18
By John L. Caldwell, Pastor

New Jerusalem Baptist Cathedral
	 Rick Warren’s book the Purpose 
Driven Life, states, “It is easy to wor-
ship God when things are going good 
in your life. But circumstances are 
not always pleasant. In this case, how 
do you worship God? What do you 
do when God seems a million miles 
away?”
	 The biblical truth is, the deepest 
level of worship is praising God in 
the middle of worry and pain, thank-
ing Him during a trial, trusting Him 
when tempted, surrendering to Him 
while suffering, and loving Him when 
He seems distant. The above are 
the troubles that really try our faith, 
which keeps us in connection with 
God. In our friendship with God, we 
wont always feel close to Him. It is 
under these circumstances our feel-
ing may become our worse enemy. 
This is when worship gets difficult.
	 We can take heart in the fact that 
in order for God to mature and test 
our friendship, He will do it by al-
lowing seemingly periods of separa-
tion-times when it feels as if He has 
abandoned or forgotten us. We may 

it was a grandparent, parent, or 
someone else, they put us on the 
right path, helping us grow in faith. 
I think about Pastor Shirley Caesar’s 
song, “Thank God for Mama,” and I 
can’t help but feel grateful for those 
who took the time to instill faith in 
us. Their actions shaped our future, 
and we are here today because they 
helped us when we couldn’t help 
ourselves.
	 In my own life, I think about 
how Truevine was founded by my 
grandfather, Bishop Sr., and after 
his death, my father, Bishop Jr., was 
called to lead. Now, I’ve been called 
by God to continue this work. God 
has blessed us with more land than 
we started with, and this legacy of 
growth continues through the gen-
erations.
	 Other examples within Truevine 
come to mind as well. Overseer C. 
W. Flowers was the first Pastor at 
Truevine Mission in Portsmouth, 
VA, and after his time, Mother Es-
telle Woods became Pastor. After 
her passing, Eldress Cheryl Rich-
ardson took on the mantle. Elder 
Glennard Williams was Pastor at St. 
James, followed by General Mother 
Zella Williams, and now Pastor 
Linda Hamilton.
	 These stories illustrate that when 
we trust in God and follow His 
guidance, growth happens—not 
just in our personal lives but within 
our church communities. Personal 
growth must come first. We cannot 
lift others if we aren’t standing on 
higher ground ourselves. As Ga-
latians 5:25 says, “If we live in the 
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.” 
We need to avoid vain glory, which 

refer to such times as a dry or desert 
period in our lives or a dark period 
when there is no dawn.
	 Besides Jesus, David probably 
had the closest friendship with God 
than anyone. And God took pleasure 
in calling him “a man after My own 
heart.” Yet David frequently com-
plained of God’s apparent absence: 
“Lord why are You standing aloof 
and far away? Why do You hide when 
I need You the most?” (Psalm 10:1) 
“Why have You forsaken me? Why 
do You remain so distant? Why do 
You ignore my cries for help? (Psalm 
22:1) “Why have you abandoned 
me?” (Psalm 43:2).
	 Yet God in His promise to us, 
“I will never leave you nor forsake 
you: (Deuteronomy 31:8; Hebrews 
13:5).” When God seems distant you 
may feel He is angry with you or is 
disciplining you for some sin. Sin 
does disconnect us from God, and we 
grieve Him when we do.
	 Often our feelings of abandonment 
from God have nothing to do with 
sin. It is a test of faith-one we must 
all face. Can you, will you continue to 
love, trust, obey, and worship God, 
even when you have no sense of His 
presence or visible evidence of His 
work in your life?

is unproductive, and focus on grow-
ing in Jesus.
	 Next, there must be spiritual 
growth. The Bible teaches us that if 
a fellow believer falls into sin, those 
who are spiritually mature should 
gently guide them back. Our church-
es must foster spiritual growth 
among our members, supporting 
one another as we grow in faith.
	 Finally, personal and spiritu-
al growth should lead to church 
growth. When Paul, Silas, and Tim-
othy visited the early churches, 
they helped them grow in number 
through their faith. For the church 
to grow today, it’s important to 
focus on spiritual maturity, out-
reach, discipleship, leadership de-
velopment, ministry teams, and, of 
course, prayer and worship.
We can look at the example of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. Even though 
they didn’t have the resources we 
have today, they continued to grow 
and multiply, as God commanded, 
despite facing many challenges. 
Abraham faced personal crises, 
made mistakes, and even had a king 
steal his wife. Yet, through it all, 
God provided, and they kept grow-
ing.
The devil may try to stop us, just 
like he tried to stop our ancestors, 
but I am confident that, through 
faith, we’ll make it. I know that God 
can and will do what He promised. 
That’s why I say, we need to know 
that we can grow, don’t you know?
Please visit our YouTube channel to 
view complete sermons by Pastor 
William Eli Ratcliff and Associate 
Ministers. Thank you.

	 A common mistake Christians 
make in worship is to seek an expe-
rience with God instead of seeking 
God. They look for a feeling and if 
that happens, then they conclude 
that they have worshipped. We have 
no record in the Bible wherein, God 
calls for feelings in His worship. Be-
ing that the Holy Spirit is present 
with us there is no need for feelings 
to worship God. It is the work of the 
Holy Spirit to wean us off feelings to 
worship. God want us to trust Him 
more than feel Him (Job 1:20-21).
	 So, what are we to do when God 
seems so far away? It is here where 
your emotions and feelings can come 
into play. Tell God exactly how you 
feel. Pour out all your emotions to 
Him (Job 7:11). God can handle our 
doubts, anger, fear, grief confusion 
and questions. Know that God does 
not lie, nor can He. Hold on to God’s 
unchanging hand and trust Him to 
keep His promises.
	 Did you know that admitting our 
hopelessness to God can be a state-
ment of faith? He may not come 
when we want Him, but He’ll be 
there right on time!
	 Join Pastor John’s Weekly Podcast 
on Spotify – “When God Reads Your 
Mail”

Obituaries
LOVELACE HAMPTON 

BURWELL, JR. 

Lovelace Hampton Burwell, Jr., was 
born to the union of Lovelace Hamp-
ton Burwell, Sr., and Bessye Malone 
Burwell on Nov. 9, 1951, at St. Agnes 
Hospital in Raleigh. The middle son, 
his siblings Gwendolyn rose and 
Deborah Elaine made up their lov-
ing family. Baptized at an early age 
Lovelace Jr., with his siblings, grew 
up serving in youth ministries in 
Martin Street Baptist Church. As an 
adult, he maintained his love of the 
Lord, and he ultimately became a 
founding member of Christian Faith 
Baptist Church in 1990, where he 
served faithfully in various minis-
tries. He especially enjoyed offering 
his gift of singing in the choirs and 
attending Men’s Sunday School and 
Bible Study.
	 Lovelace,  fondly  known as 
“Butch”, began his early education 
at Tuttle Community Center, at St. 
Monica’s Catholic School, and at 
Lucille Hunter Elementary School. 
He continued his public education 
at Carnage Middle and J.W. Ligon 
Jr.-Sr. High Schools, graduating 
in the Class of 1970. While thee he 
was actively involved in football and 
played the clarinet in the band. His 
love of vocal music was nurtured 
at Ligon by Mrs. Ann Hunt Smith, 
who directed the Ligon Jubilee Sing-
ers, a traveling performance choir. 
They ultimately recorded an album 
that we all cherish. From Ligon, he 
entered Shaw University to study 
Urban Planning. At Shaw, Butch 
continued his love of music, playing 
drums in the Shaw Bears’ Marching 
Band. After two years, however, he 
decided to leave Shaw to enlist in the 
U.S. Air Force.
	 In the military, Lovelace was de-
voted to serving his country. After 

completing basic training, he served 
at the Strategic Air Command on 
Plattsburg, NY AFB on his first tour 
of duty. From Plattsburg AFB he 
was assigned to Howard AFB in the 
Panama Canal Zone. There he per-
fected his supervisory skills and was 
promoted to Staff Sergeant. After his 
tour of duty ended, he was awarded 
an Honorable Discharge before he 
re-enlisted and was assigned to Pope 
AFB, Spring Lake, on fort Bragg, NC, 
from which he retired.
	 Lovelace, with his former wife Mi-
chelle, lovingly reared their daugh-
ters, Breonnah, Brookelaine, and 
bonus daughter, Brittany. They were 
the love of his life, and he was theirs. 
Nothing thrilled him more than to 
encourage and express his pride and 
joy in them and to see how the Lord 
was using them and their gifts into 
adulthood. His grandchildren were 
his “heart” also.
	 As a civilian, Butch eventually 
became a disabled veteran and en-
dured several medical challenges. 
“Through it all,” he continued to 
pursue his love of life, family and 

friends. As an avid sports fan, Caroli-
na was his favorite team. He proudly 
displayed their paraphernalia every-
where. Although he was ultimately 
confined to a wheelchair, that did 
not dampen his resolve to live, laugh 
and love life enthusiastically. He 
seldom met a stranger and enjoyed 
reminiscing with his friends. He also 
spent quality time with his across-
the-street buddy, Terrence, running 
errands and going fishing together. 
Butch loved and was loved by his 
biological family and his Christian 
Faith family. Butch and his sisters, 
Gwen and Deborah were tightly knit. 
They cared deeply for each other, 
and along with their families, they 
frequently spent memorable mo-
ments enjoying life.
	 After many “tears and sorrows,” 
Gad called Butch home after a Sun-
day full of singing and fellowship-
ping. Suddenly without warning, he 
was called home to sing in the heav-
enly choir. He resounding baritone 
voice will be sorely missed by all of 
his family and friends who loved 
him, but God love him best.
	 Predeceased by his dear parents 
and faithful pet and companion 
“Rico Suave’,” left to cherish his 
memory are sisters, Gwendolyn Bur-
well Brown (Jerome) and Deborah 
Burwell Pridgeon Manson (Robert); 
daughters, Brittany Hinton, Breon-
nah Hoskins-Rowles (John), and 
Brookelaine Shanece Burwell; grand-
daughters, Taylor Chanel Hoskins-
Rowles; Moriah Brielle Hoskins-
Rowles; and Amari Rose Haynie; 
and grandson, Braxton Jeremiah 
Hoskins-Rowles (due in November); 
nieces, Jerolyn Rose Brown and 
Courtney Elaine-Michele Pridgeon 
Braxton (Michael); nephew, DeAan 
Hampton Pridgeon; and a host of 
cousins, extended family, friends and 
faithful companion, “Rusty.”

Activist Showed Pastors How 
To Assist Young Protesters
	 (AP)—As twilight descended on 
Ferguson, Missouri, for a third con-
secutive night after the killing of 
Michael Brown Jr. by a police officer, 
Gwendolyn DeLoach Packnett could 
no longer hold her peace.
	 Each day since the killing on Aug. 
9, 2014, she had watched her daugh-
ter, Brittany, leave the safety of home 
to protest the grotesque manner in 
which the 18-year-old Brown had 
been treated, his body lying in the 
street for hours, as if in a warning to 
the community.
	 The previous night had been partic-
ularly brutal: Officers hurled tear gas 
which Brittany had inhaled. Police 
officers atop tanks pointed their rifles 
at protesters. Gwendolyn DeLoach 
Packnett had seen enough.
	 “My mom was, like, ‘I just really 
would rather you stay home,’” Brit-
tany recalled. “She was, ‘I know that 
you’re passionate about this, I know 
that you’re angry, but I need you to 
stay home tonight.’”
	 “And I remember thinking to my-
self, ‘I don’t even know how to stay 
home.’”
	 The decision to leave that night 
against her mother’s wishes, and 
subsequent decisions she made to be-
come a national leader in the move-
ment for police accountability for 
Brown’s death, reflects not just the 
story of one activist fulfilling her pur-
pose and finding her voice.
	 In its own way, Packnett’s rise to be 
one of her generation’s best-known 
racial justice activists also reflects the 

promise and power of the ministry 
of her late father, the Rev. Ronald 
B. Packnett, who was senior pastor 
of St. Louis’ historic Central Baptist 
Church.
	 The Rev. Packnett’s organizing and 
activism extended into the street, said 
his friends and family interviewed for 
this story.
	 He organized the St. Louis com-
munity in the wake of the Rodney 
King verdict. He defied the religious 
establishment when he committed 
to attending the Louis Farrakhan-led 
Million Man March in 1994, when 
that kind of activity was frowned 
upon in the conservative circles that 
Packnett used to run in.
	 Packnett died in December 1996 
after a long illness. He was just 45.
	 Matthew V. Johnson, senior pastor 
of the Mount Moriah Baptist Church 
in Birmingham, Alabama, knew 
Packnett -- part of a new generation 
of progressive preachers who began 
thinking theologically about the social 
situation of the 1980s.
	 In 1982, Packnett was named to 
the executive board of the 7-million-
member National Baptist Convention 
– a key post from which to push for 
a more socially aware and dynamic 
version of the country’s largest Black 
denomination.
	 “The understanding was that the 
civil rights-era religious awareness 
finally arrived at the National Bap-
tist Convention,” said Johnson. The 
leadership wanted young, progressive 
reformers and Packnett fell into that 

group, he said.
	 Throughout her childhood, until 
her father died, Brittany was often in 
tow.
	 “I tell people that I was really 
raised in this tradition,” Packnett told 
The Associated Press. “The formal 
politics, the informal politics, board-
room presence, speaking at the high-
level institutions, the street work, the 
protests, the community building.”
	 “Our collective commitment as a 
church to issues of justice was always 
as much of a part of ministry as any-
thing else,” she said. “There was an 
intentional orientation around the 
beauty and value of Blackness within 
my spiritual upbringing at all times.”
	 Ferguson marked a new phase in 
the freedom struggle. For perhaps the 
first time, a mass protest movement 
for justice for a single victim was born 
organically — not convened by mem-
bers of the clergy or centered in the 
church.
	 Many of the participants were 
unchurched, and tension boiled over 
numerous times as nationally promi-
nent clergy and the hip-hop commu-
nity encountered contrasting recep-
tions as they converged on Ferguson. 
It demonstrated how the 40-year-old 
musical genre had joined, and in 
some cases supplanted, the Black 
church as the conscience of young 
Black America.
	 Brittany -- who married and now 
identifies as Brittany Packnett-Cun-
ningham – is a self-avowed police 
abolitionist.
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ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002068-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of JEAN HOLT TILLEY, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 6th day of 
December 2024, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 5th day of Septmeber 
2024.  
Teresa Williams, Executor
221 Monarda Way
Hillsborough, NC 27278	
9/5, 9/12, 9/19, and 9/26/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001759-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 27th day of August, 
2024, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF HAROLD R. DAVIS, Deceased, 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned on 
or before the 7th day of December, 
2024 or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 5th day of September, 
2024.
Craig A. Davis, EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF HAROLD R. DAVIS 
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
9/5, 9/12, 9/19, and 9/26/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E002102-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 27th day of 
August, 2024, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF BILLIE MARIE LATTA, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 6th day of 
December, 2024 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 5th day of September, 
2024.
David Earl Latta, Executor
120 Scheer Ave.
Durham, NC 27703
9/5, 9/12, 9/19, and 9/26/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002076-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of ANNE THERESE TIMLIN, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 13th day of December 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 12th day of Septmeber 
2024.  
Margaret Majsak, Executor
20247 Gary Lane
Livonia, MI 48152
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001978-310

	 Having qualified as Administrator 
of the Estate of SARA JORDAN 
EBRON, deceased, this is to notify 
all persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the Estate of 
SARA JORDAN EBRON to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 12th day of December, 
2024, or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to said 
Estate, please make immediate 
payment.

	 This, the 4th day of September, 
2024.
EDWARD J. FALCONE
Attorney for the Estate of SARA 
JORDAN EBRON
120 E. Parrish Street, Suite 200
Durham, North Carolina  27701
(919) 682-9273
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001964-310

	 The  unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of  SANDRA ROSE TURNER, 
Deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the estate 
to exhibit the same on or before 
December 11, 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery.  Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment.
	 Dated September 12, 2024.
Amber Rudisill, Executor
c/o Attorney Heather Hazelwood
PO Box 61182
Durham NC 27715
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E001913-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of ANNE THOMAS 
LYNCH A/K/A ANN M. LYNCH, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 12th day of September 
2024.  
Reginald E. Lynch, Administrator
3708 Danube Lane
Durham, NC 27704
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number: 24E001706-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of ROBERT DALE HAMM, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 13th day of December 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 12th day of September 
2024.  
Katherine Joy Hamm, Executor
136 Shumard Court
Leesburg, GA 31763
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number: 24E002053-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATRIX 
of the Estate of EMANUEL L. 
EDMONDS,  la te  of  Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 12th day of September 
2024.  
Angelette M. Short, Administratrix
4922 Old Page Rd., Apt. 622
Durham, NC 27703
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number: 24E002142-310

	 T h e  u n d e r s i g n e d  h a v i n g 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of  ELEANOR ANN FORBES, 
Deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 

having claims against the Estate to 
Exhibit them to the undersigned at 
the office of IDOL LAW, PLLC, PO 
Box 51759, Durham, North Carolina 
27717, on or before the 15th day of 
December, 2024, or this Notice will 
be in bar of their recovery.  
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
	 Th is  i s  the  12th  day  o f 
September, 2024.
Ted Nelson Griffin, Executor
Estate of Eleanor Ann Forbes, 
Deceased
Robert A. Idol, Esquire	
IDOL LAW, PLLC
Attorney at Law
PO Box 51759
Durham, NC  27717
(919)401.5151
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number: 24E002135-310

	 The undersigned having qualified 
as Executor of the Estate of DAVID 
ALEXANDER SPENCE, Deceased, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, this is to notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
Exhibit them to the undersigned at 
the office of IDOL LAW, PLLC, PO 
Box 51759, Durham, North Carolina 
27717, on or before the 15th day of 
December, 2024, or this Notice will 
be in bar of their recovery.  
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
	 Th is  i s  the  12th  day  o f 
September, 2024.
Chr is topher  Dav id  Spence, 
Executor				  
Estate of David Alexander Spence, 
Deceased
Robert A. Idol, Esquire	
IDOL LAW, PLLC
Attorney at Law
PO Box 51759
Durham, NC  27717
(919)401.5151
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number: 24E002150-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of GONZALO DE ARMAS 
FERNANDEZ A/K/A GONZALO 
FERNANDEZ DE ARMAS, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 12th day of September 
2024.  
Gonzalo Fernandez, Executor
2970 W. Roxboro Rd. NE
Atlanta, GA 30324
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	 The  unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of MICHAEL WILSON BAILEY of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
on or before December 12, 2024, 
or this notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, firms, 
or corporations indebted to said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This the 12th day of September, 
2024.
Michael Shea Bailey, Executor of 
the Estate of Michael Wilson Bailey
2317 Alderbrook Drive
High Point, NC 27265
Nathan A. Chrisawn, Attorney
Gallimore Levy Chrisawn Gallimore 
PLLC
1838 Eastchester Drive, Ste 100
High Point, NC 27265
Telephone: (336) 754-8490
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 24E002146-310

	 The undersigned, Sherr ice 
Rowland, having duly qualified as 
Executrix of the Estate of HELEN 
BLAIR MAY, deceased, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notifies all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present them 
to the undersigned in care of 
Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney for the 
Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Dr., Ste 

DURHAM COUNTY
205, Durham, NC 27705, within 
ninety days of the first publication 
of this Notice or it will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
and legal entities indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
	 This the 12th day of September, 
2024.
Sherrice Rowland, Executrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
9/12, 9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

   In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File No. 24 CVD 4154-310
	 [ C H I L D  C U S T O D Y 
PROCEEDING] 
	 MICHELLE D. ANWO, Plaintiff v. 
PROMISE A. HOPE, Defendant.
	 To Promise A. Hope, the above-
named defendant:
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you have 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action. The nature of the relief 
being sought is as follows: that 
permanent legal custody of the 
minor child Royalty Dior Hope, 
born July 26, 2020, be granted to 
Michelle D. Anwo.  
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleading not 
later than October 29, 2024, said 
date being forty (40) days from 
the first publication of this notice, 
and upon your failure to do so the 
party seeking service against you 
will apply to the court for the relief 
sought. 
	 This, the 19th day of September, 
2024 
Chelsea Fuller, JusticeMatters, Inc. 
Attorney for the Plaintiff 
P.O. Box 199 
Durham, NC 
(919) 794-7511
9/19, 9/26, and 10/3/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 24E002108-310

	 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against 
Delores H. Jeffers, of Durham 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before December 19, 2024 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. This the 19th day of 
September, 2024. 
Monika L. Jeffers
3 Lake Village Drive
Durham, NC 27713
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 24E002000-310

	 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against 
VERONIA ELLIS,  of  Durham 
County, N.C., are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned on or 
before December 17, 2024 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. This the 19th day of 
September, 2024. 
Keenan Christopher Ellis
11868 Via Hacienda
El Cajon, CA 92019
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 24E002145-310

	 The undersigned, Sherry Pope 
Pickett, having duly qualified 
as Executrix of the Estate of 
RICHARD C. PICKETT, deceased, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carol ina, hereby notif ies al l 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Dr., 
Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, within 
ninety days of the first publication 
of this Notice or it will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All persons 
and legal entities indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment. This the 19th day of 
September, 2024.
Sherry Pope Pickett, Executrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E001826
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of DORIS PAYNE SMITH, 

late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 20th day of December 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024.  
Susan Ingle, Executor
2000 Truman Road
Charlotte, NC 28205
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002179-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of DARRELL A. JONES, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 20th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024.  
Michael J. Jones, Executor
718 Shay Dr.
Durham, NC 27704
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002181-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of WILLIE I. ANDERSON 
J R .  A / K / A  W I L L I E  I S A A C 
ANDERSON JR., late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 20th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024.  
M a r i a t h e a  A n d e r s o n  a / k / a 
Mariathea Mallari Anderson
Administrator
1044 Lippincott Road
Durham, NC 27703
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002052-310
	 The  unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of PATTI ETHYLENE BOWEN, 
late of Durham County, NC does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said estate to present them 
to the undersigned at the address 
below on or before the 19th day of 
December, 2024, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery.  
All persons indebted to said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.  
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024.  
	 Anna S. Bowen, Executor of the 
Estate of Patti Ethylene Bowen 
c/o The Law Office of Anne Page 
Watson, PLLC, 3400 Croasdaile 
Drive, Suite 205, Durham, NC 
27705.
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002174-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of KATHLEEN TUCKER 
NOERR, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 20th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 

	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024. 
Kristina T Bivins, Executor
c/o David A. Burns, Esq., Wyrick 
Robbins Yates & Ponton, LLP, 
4101 Lake Boone Trail, Suite 300, 
Raleigh, NC  27607
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002098-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATRIX of 
the Estate of ANDREW THOMAS, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 20th day of December 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 19th day of September 
2024.  
Mia Thomas, Administratrix
73 S. Prospect Terrace
Teaneck, NJ 07666
9/19, 9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002147-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of BOBBY L. ELLIS, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Kristina Y. Jordan, Administrator
Law Office of Janet Wales Brown,
Attorney at Law
Post Office Box 62622
Durham, NC 27715
919-493-6866
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	 Having qualified before the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Wake 
County as Executor of the Estate 
of Benjamin R. Kittner, this is 
to notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims against 
the Estate to send them, duly 
itemized and verified, to P.O. Box 
51429, Durham, NC 27717, on or 
before the 26th of December, 2024 
(three months after the date of 
this Notice) or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s ,  a n d 
corporations indebted to the Estate 
are requested to make prompt 
settlement with the undersigned.
	 This the 26th day of September, 
2024.
Noah Kittner, Executor of the 
Estate of Benjamin R. Kittner, 
Deceased
c/o Robert E. Levin, 
Attorney for Noah Kittner
Executor of the Estate of Benjamin 
R. Kittner, Deceased
P.O. Box 51429
Durham, NC 27717
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	 Having qualified as the personal 
representative of the Estate of 
Purita Maquiso, late of Durham 
County, NC, Christopher Hill, the 
undersigned, does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the estate 
of decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at 311 E. Main St., 
Durham, NC 27701, on or before 
December 27, 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the estate 
will please make prompt payment 
to the undersigned.
	 This, the 18th day of September, 
2024.
Christopher Hill
Administrator of the Estate
311 E. Main St.
Durham, NC 27707
(919) 688-1941
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

 In The General Court Of Justice
 District Court Division

FILE NO.: 24CV020990-910
	 TO: EUGENE STRICKLAND, 
Defendant
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is an Absolute Divorce from 
the Plaintiff.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleadings no later 
than the 22nd  day of October  
2024, said date being at least forty 
days from the first publication of 
this notice; and upon your failure 
to do so the party seeking relief 
against you will apply to the Court 
for the relief sought.
	 This the 12th day of  September 
2024.
Helidah A. Aganyo, Plaintiff

WAKE COUNTY

2222 Fox Ridge Manor Rd.
Raleigh, NC 27610
9/12, 9/19, and 9/26/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

 In The General Court Of Justice
 District Court Division

FILE NO.: 24CV003009-910
	 T O :  W A L L A C E  C R I D E R , 
Defendant
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is an Absolute Divorce from 
the Plaintiff.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleadings no later 
than the 22nd  day of October  
2024, said date being at least forty 
days from the first publication of 
this notice; and upon your failure 
to do so the party seeking relief 
against you will apply to the Court 
for the relief sought.
	 This the 12th day of  September 
2024.
Esther Crider, Plaintiff
3973 Volkswalk Place
Raleigh, NC 27610
9/12, 9/19, and 9/26/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

In the General Court of Justice, 
District Court Division

File No.  24CV020984-910
	 Dania Gomez, Plaintiff v.
Jose De Los Santos, Sevilla-Cruz

	 TO JOSE DE LOS SANTOS, 
SEVILLA-CRUZ: 
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action, by the Plaintiff herein, 
the nature which is as follows: 
ABSOLUTE DIVORCE. You are 
required by law to appear and 
make defense to such pleading no 
later than 30 days after the first 
publication of this notice. If you fail 
to do so, Plaintiff will seek the relief 
sought herein, and a Judgment for 
Absolute Divorce may be entered.
	 This, the 26th day of September, 
2024.
Dania Gomez, Plaintiff
1000 Green Pace Rd.
Zebulon, NC 27597
9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

COMPLAINT TO ENFORCE 
POSSESSORY LIEN ON MOTOR 

VEHICLE 
In The General Court Of Justice

District Court Division 
Small Claims

File No. 24CV024425-910
TRIANGLE INVESTMENT REALTY 

(on behalf of “tenant” Nicco 
Christante, Plaintiff VS. LEILANI 

HARDESTY, Defendant
	 TO: LEILANI HARDESTY
	 TAKE NOTICE the petitioner 
has filed with the clerk a petition 
in proper form indicating that 

the petitioner has a valid lien 
against a 2013 Ford CMAX, ID No. 
1FADP5AUDL531507 and that the 
petitioner shall have the right to 
sell to the highest bidder the motor 
vehicle listed on November 7, 2024 
at WCCH, 316 Fayetteville Street, 
Third Floor, at 9:30 a.m. You are 
required to make a defense to such 
pleading before such date and 
time.
	 This the 26th day of September 
2024.
Nicco Christante, Plaintiff
c/o TRIANGLE INVESTMENT 
REALTY
121 Low Country Court
Morrisville, NC 27560
9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 23E005677-910
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of MADELINE N. FOWLER 
A/K/A MADELINE FOWLER, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Michelle Fowler, Executor
6414 Stag Trail
Wendell, NC 27591
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E000561-910
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of EDNA FOGG A/K/A 
EDNA THORPE FOGG, late of 
Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Ronnie Bertell Harris, Administrator
2301 Lyndhurst Dr.
Raleigh, NC 27610
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

In the General Court of Justice 
District Court Division  

File Number 24CV001768-180
	 To: MARBIN CENTENO BUEZO, 
Defendant. 
	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is for child custody. You are 
required to make defense to such 

ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002148-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of NELLIE VIOLA RILEY, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Lisa Michelle Taylor, Executor
7428 Riley Hill Road
Zebulon, NC 27597
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E002119-310

	 Having qualified as the personal 
representative of the Estate of 
Nick Galifianakis, late of Durham 
County, NC, Louise Galifianakis, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of the 
decedent to send them to the 
undersigned at 311 E. Main St., 
Durham, NC 27701, on or before 
December 27, 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the estate 
will please make prompt payment 
to the undersigned.
	 This, the 18th day of September, 
2024.
Louise Galifiankis, Administrator
c/o Christopher Hill
Attorney for the Estate
311 E. Main St.
Durham, NC 27707
(919) 688-1941
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002204-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as CO-EXECUTORS of 
the Estate of JOHN EDWARD 
RHODES, JR., late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Shirley Dixon-Archibald
Co-Executor
215 William Penn Plz #708
Durham, NC 27704
Shaliga Rhodes
Co-Executor
240 Panorama Dr.
Oxon Hill, MD 20245
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E002139-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 

DURHAM COUNTY
Estate of DOROTHY MAE BRITT, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 27th day of December 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
Donald Ray Britt, Executor
218 South Woodcrest Street
Durham, NC 27703
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
   In the General Court of Justice, 

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk 

File Number 24E001949-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR 
of the Estate of JEAN MARIE 
BURTON, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of December 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This, the 26th day of September 
2024.  
James Phillips Burton 
Administrator
6403 Forest Ridge Dr.
Durham, NC 27713
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E002008-310

	 Having qualified as Administrator 
of the Estate of Samuel A. Carr, 
deceased, this is to notify all 
persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the Estate 
of Samuel A. Carr to present them 
to the undersigned within three 
months from the date of the first 
date of publication of this Notice 
or same will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms, 
and corporations indebted to said 
Estate, please make immediate 
payment.
	 This 26th the day of September, 
2024.
James G. Carr, Administrator
c\o John W. Perry, Attorney for the 
Estate
Post Office Drawer 2051
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Telephone: (919) 683-8685
9/26, 10/3, 10/10, and 10/17/2024

CHATHAM
 COUNTY

ATTENTION:  DBE’s-WBE’s-MBE’s
Barnhill Contracting Company will be bidding on the 
following project on August 20th, 2024.  We are most 
interested in receiving quotes from your company on these 
projects:
Coastal Division		 Contract ID: C204983
Contact:	 R y a n  H o l t o n ,  r h o l t o n @

barnhillcontracting.com, at 252-
635-8095, in our Wilmington Office 
located at 1131 Enterprise Blvd., 
Kinston, NC 28504.

Pre-Bid Meeting:	 Friday September 27th, 2024, at 
9:00 AM in the Kinston Office.

	 Contract ID: C204984
Contact:	 T y l e r  J o n e s ,  t j o n e s @

barnhillcontracting.com , at 252-
955-6214 or fax 910-488-5673 in our 
Jacksonville Office, located at 229 
Center St, Jacksonville, NC 28540.

Pre-Bid Meeting:	 Friday September 27th, 2024, at 
10:00 AM in the Jacksonville Office.

If you would like to join the pre-bid meeting via Teams plus, 
contact the estimator for a link to the meeting invite.

1.	 For hauling operations, we will need to know how 
many of your own hauling units will be available for this 
project. We will need this on your written quote prior to 
bid time and this will be made a part of any subcontract. 

2.	 Plans and specifications are available at:
	 a.	 NC DOT https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/Pages/

Central.aspx   
	 b.	Plans may also be viewed in our offices. Please call 

for an appointment.
3.	 These projects include opportunities on, but not limited 

to hauling, asphalt milling, asphalt patching, asphalt 
surface treatment, utility adjustments, stationary work 
zone signage, traffic control, shoulder reconstruction, 
seed and mulch, inductive loop sawcutting, and 
pavement markings. All firms or persons interested in 
bidding on any applicable portions of these projects or 
supplying materials for any applicable portion of this 
project are invited to contact us direct or by phone 
(we accept collect calls). By submitting a quote, it is 
understood that you have read and understand the 
specifications.

“The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises 
will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award. In accordance with other related 
nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and contractors will 
also not be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, age, 
disability, low-income level, creed/religion, or limited English 
proficiency in consideration for an award.”
NC General Contractors Lic. # 3194
Attn:  Tom Shannon    

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Trinitie Trail Bridge Construction 
project for the Town of Southern Shores which bids Octo-
ber 4, 2024, at 11:00 AM.  Plans and specifications for this 
project are available at the following locations:  T. A. Loving 
Company; 400 Patetown Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Town 
of Southern Shores; 5375 North Virginia Dare Trail; Southern 
Shore, NC 27949 * Kimley-Horn; 421 Fayetteville Street, Suite 
600; Raleigh, NC 27601.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, asphalt paving, striping, traffic control, earthwork, ero-
sion control, seeding, and flatwork. Please contact Justin E. 
Hill (jehill@taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a 
proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 
919-734-8400; fax: 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations 
will be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. T. A. 
Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS
for the following job:

NCDOT Division 5 Letting
DE00374	 Wake Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 9th

NCDOT Division 2 Letting
DB00588	 Craven Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 9th 
DB00590	 Craven Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 9th

NCDOT Central Letting
C204399	 Wake Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 15th 
C204983	 Carteret Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 15th 
C204984	 Onslow Co.		  Bid Date:  Oct. 15th

City of Raleigh
274-ES-2023-05R	 Wake Co.	 Bid Date:  Oct. 18th
These projects may involve some or all of the following 
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and 
grub, trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete, 
fence and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities, 
signals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.  
Bids can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,
Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the 

bid date.
The North Carolina Department of Transportation, 
in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d 
to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies 
all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any 
contract entered into pursuant to the advertisement, 
disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded 
full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to 
this invitation and will not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award.   In accordance with other 
related nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and 
contractors will also not be discriminated against 
on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-income 
level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in 
consideration for an award.

pleading no later than October 30, 
2024 said date being at least forty 
(40) days from the first publication 
of this Notice, and upon your 
failure to do so, the Plaintiff, 
TANIA JULISSA ENAMORADO 
VILLANUEVA, will apply to the 
court on October 31, 2024 located 
at 40 E Chatham St, Pittsboro, NC 
27312 for the relief sought. 
	 This, the 26th day of September, 
2024
Aneta Paval	
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M 	
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
(919) 732-2196
9/26, 10/3, and 10/10/2024

NEWS
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Politics

She plans to give: Trump has no plan.

She believes in what is possible. He’s more 
interested in defending himself than looking out 
for you. Let’s turn the page and move forward.

Visit KamalaHarris.com

KAMALA HARRIS 
OFFERS A NEW 
GENERATION OF 
LEADERSHIP

$50K tax deduction for 
new business owners

$6K to young families
in the first year of their 
child’s life

$25K in down payment 
assistance for first time 
home buyers

During his presidency, the 
Black unemployment rate 
was at an all time high

His Project 2025 agenda 
would roll back civil 
rights policies that offer 
opportunity for Black 
Americans

He uses race to divide us, 
scapegoating Black & Brown 
communities

No GOP In The CBC: Why All Black Caucus Members Are Democrats
By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer 

	 After the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
the notable rise in African American 
representation in the House of Repre-
sentatives exposed the need for a for-
mal organization for Black Americans 
in the legislature. Recognizing that 
a black caucus would enhance their 
visibility and political influence on 
issues affecting the African-American 
community, members sought to cre-
ate a unified voice. 
	 The Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) has its roots in the civil rights 
triumphs of the 1960s. Since then, 
the CBC has been instrumental in 
addressing obstacles faced by mi-
norities and other underrepresented 
groups at the polls. Members have 
proposed numerous bills to safe-
guard voting rights enshrined in the 

14th and 15th Amendments, target-
ing barriers to federal election par-
ticipation and improper registration 
practices.
	 Another key achievement of the 
CBC was establishing a national holi-
day in honor of Martin Luther King 
Jr. The caucus spearheaded this ini-
tiative by engaging in demonstrations 
and supporting legislation to create 
the King Holiday. Additionally, the 
CBC played a crucial role in founding 
TransAfrica, an advocacy organiza-
tion focused on foreign policy issues 
related to Africa and the Caribbean.
	 In the current Congress, the CBC 
has achieved a historic milestone 
with 60 members in the U.S. House 
of Representatives and the U.S. Sen-
ate. This caucus represents over 120 
million Americans, which is 25.3 
percent of the total U.S. population. 
It includes more than 20 million Af-

rican Americans, or 41 percent of the 
African-American population. Addi-
tionally, the CBC accounts for nearly 
a quarter of the House Democratic 
Caucus.
	 While the CBC has traditionally 
been composed predominantly of 
Democratic members, its founders 
intended for it to be a non-partisan 
group, and there have been numer-
ous instances of bipartisan coopera-
tion with Republicans.
	 In 1979, Melvin H. Evans, a non-
voting delegate from the Virgin 
Islands, became the first Republican 
member of the CBC. Gary Franks 
joined as the first Republican vot-
ing congressman in 1991, although 
he often faced exclusion from CBC 
strategy sessions, missed meetings, 
and considered leaving the caucus. 
No Republicans were part of the CBC 
for fourteen years until Allen West 

joined in 2011. However, Tim Scott, 
another freshman congressman, 
chose not to join. Following West’s 
defeat in the 2012 elections, the CBC 
reverted to being exclusively Demo-
cratic in 2013.
	 In 2014, two Black Republicans 
were elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives. Will Hurd from Texas 
chose not to join the CBC, while Mia 
Love from Utah, the first Black Re-
publican congresswoman, initially 
opposed the caucus, criticizing it in 
2012 as fostering racism. However, 
she later changed her stance and 
became a member in 2015 before 
losing her reelection bid in 2018.
	 Among the 12 Black Republicans 
elected between the CBC’s founding 
in 1971 and 2020, only a few have 
ultimately joined the caucus. Florida 
Rep. Byron Donalds, who had voted 
against certifying Joe Biden’s 2020 

presidential election victory, was 
blocked from membership in 2021.
	 This situation highlights a chal-
lenge faced by the Tri-Caucus—com-
prising the Congressional Black 
Caucus, the Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus, and the Congressional Asian 
Pacific American Caucus—when 
members from the opposing party 
seek affiliation. For instance, the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus’s 
bylaws explicitly exclude non-Dem-
ocrats. A notable controversy oc-
curred in 2017 when the caucus 
refused to admit former Representa-
tive Carlos Curbelo of Florida, and 
these rules remain unchanged.
	 In 2006, Steve Cohen, a white can-
didate running in a predominantly 
Black Tennessee district, pledged to 
seek membership in the CBC to bet-
ter represent his constituents. How-
ever, his application was rejected 

after his election. While the CBC’s 
bylaws do not explicitly require race 
for membership, both former and 
current members have maintained 
that the caucus should remain “ex-
clusively Black.”
	 During the 2020 elections, Afro-
Puerto Rican Democratic candidate 
Ritchie Torres claimed he was barred 
from joining both the CBC and CHC, 
though this was disputed by then-
CBC Chair Karen Bass. Torres even-
tually succeeded in joining both cau-
cuses after being elected to Congress. 
	 Current members of the CBC out 
of North Carolina include Don Davis, 
representing the 1st District in Snow 
Hill; Valerie Foushee, from the 4th 
District in Chapel Hill; and Alma 
Adams, serving the 12th District in 
Charlotte. Among the most notable 
former members are Barack Obama, 
Kamala Harris, and John Lewis.

New Voting Laws Could Tip The Outcome In November
By Matt Vasilogambros

Stateline

	 Some voters are already casting 
early ballots in the first presidential 
election since the global pandemic 
ended and former President Donald 
Trump refused to accept his defeat.
	 This year’s presidential elec-
tion won’t be decided by a margin 
of millions of votes, but likely by 
thousands in the seven tightly con-
tested states of Arizona, Georgia, 
Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
	 How legislatures, courts and elec-
tion boards have reshaped ballot ac-
cess in those states in the past four 
years could make a difference. Some 
of those states, especially Michigan, 
cemented the temporary pandemic-
era measures that allowed for more 
mail-in and early voting. But other 
battleground states have passed 
laws that may keep some registered 
voters from casting ballots.
	 Trump and his allies have contin-
ued to spread lies about the 2020 
results, claiming without evidence 
that widespread voter fraud stole 
the election from him. That has 
spurred many Republican lawmak-
ers in states such as Arizona, Geor-
gia and North Carolina to reel back 
access to early and mail-in voting 
and add new identification require-
ments to vote. And in Pennsylvania, 

statewide appellate courts are tog-
gling between rulings.
	 “The last four years have been 
a long, strange trip,” said Hannah 
Fried, co-founder and executive di-
rector of All Voting is Local, a mul-
tistate voting rights organization.
	 “Rollbacks were almost to an 
instance tied to the ‘big lie,’” she 
added, referring to Trump’s elec-
tion conspiracy theories. “And there 
have been many, many positive re-
forms for voters in the last few years 
that have gone beyond what we saw 
in the COVID era.”
	 The volume of election-related 
legislation and court cases that 
emerged over the past four years 
has been staggering.
	 Nationally, the Voting Rights Lab, 
a nonpartisan group that researches 
election law changes, tracked 6,450 
bills across the country that were 
introduced since 2021 that sought 
to alter the voting process. Hun-
dreds of those bills were enacted.
	 Justin Levitt, a professor at 
Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, 
cautioned that incremental tweaks 
to election law — especially last-
minute changes made by the courts 
— not only confuse voters, but also 
put a strain on local election offi-
cials who must comply with changes 
to statute as they prepare for anoth-
er highly scrutinized voting process.
	 “Any voter that is affected unnec-

essarily is too many in my book,” he 
said.
	 New restrictions
	 In many ways, the 2020 presi-
dential election is still being liti-
gated four years later.
	 Swing states have been the focus 
of legal challenges and new laws 
spun from a false narrative that 
questioned election integrity. The 
2021 state legislative sessions, 
many begun in the days follow-
ing the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. 
Capitol, brought myriad legislative 
changes that have made it more dif-
ficult to vote and altered how ballots 
are counted and rejected.
	 The highest profile measure over 
the past four years came out of 
Georgia.
	 Under a 2021 law, Georgia resi-
dents now have less time to ask for 
mail-in ballots and must put their 
driver’s license or state ID informa-
tion on those requests. The number 
of drop boxes has been limited. And 
neither election officials nor non-
profits may send unsolicited mail-in 
ballot applications to voters.
	 Republican Gov. Brian Kemp said 
when signing the measure that it 
would ensure free and fair elections 
in the state, but voting rights groups 
lambasted the law as voter suppres-
sion.
	 That law also gave Georgia’s State 
Election Board more authority to 

interfere in the makeup of local elec-
tion boards. The state board[AS1]  
has made recent headlines for pav-
ing the way for counties to poten-
tially refuse to certify the upcoming 
election. This comes on top of a wave 
of voter registration challenges from 
conservative activists.
	 In North Carolina, the Republi-
can-led legislature last year over-
rode Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
veto to enact measures that short-
ened the time to turn in mail-in 
ballots; required local election of-
ficials to reject ballots if voters who 
register to vote on Election Day do 
not later verify their home address; 
and required identification to vote 
by mail.
	 This will also be the first general 
election that North Carolinians will 
have to comply with a 2018 voter ID 
measure that was caught up in the 
court system until the state Supreme 
Court reinstated the law last year.
	 And in Arizona, the Republican-
led legislature pushed through a 
measure[AS2]  that shortened the 
time voters have to correct missing 
or mismatched signatures on their 
absentee ballot envelopes. Then-
Gov. Doug Ducey, a Republican, 
signed the measure.
	 “Look, sometimes the complexity 
is the point,” said Fried, of All Vot-
ing is Local. “If you are passing a 
law that makes it this complicated 

for somebody to vote or to register 
to vote, what’s your endgame here? 
What are you trying to do?”
	 Laws avoided major overhauls
	 But the restrictions could have 
gone much further.
	 That’s partly because Democratic 
governors, such as Arizona’s Katie 
Hobbs, who took office in 2023, 
have vetoed many of the Republi-
can-backed bills. But it’s also be-
cause of how popular early voting 
methods have become.
	 Arizonans, for example, have been 
able to vote by mail for more than 
three decades. More than 75% of 
Arizonan voters requested mail-in 
ballots in 2022, and 90% of voters in 
2020 cast their ballots by mail.
	 This year, a bill that would have 
scrapped no-excuse absentee voting 
passed the state House but failed to 
clear a Republican-controlled Sen-
ate committee.
	 Bridget Augustine, a high school 
English teacher in Glendale, Ari-
zona, and a registered independent, 
has been a consistent early voter 
since 2020. She said the first time 
she voted in Arizona was by absen-
tee ballot while she was a college 
student in New Jersey, and she has 
no concerns “whatsoever” about the 
safety of early voting in Arizona.
	 “I just feel like so much of this 
rhetoric was drummed up as a way 
to make it easier to lie about the 

election and undermine people’s 
confidence,” she said.
	 Vanessa Jiminez, the security 
manager for a Phoenix high school 
district, a registered independent 
and an early voter, said she is confi-
dent in the safety of her ballot.
	 “I track my ballot every step of 
the way,” she said.
	 Ben Ginsberg, a longtime Repub-
lican election lawyer and Volker 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow at the 
think tank Hoover Institution, said 
that while these laws may add new 
hurdles, he doesn’t expect them to 
change vote totals.
	 “The bottom line is I don’t think 
that the final result in any election 
is going to be impacted by a law 
that’s been passed,” he said on a 
recent call with reporters organized 
by the Knight Foundation, a Mi-
ami-based nonprofit that provides 
grants to support democracy and 
journalism.
	 Major expansions
	 No state has seen a bigger expan-
sion to ballot access over the past 
four years than Michigan.
	 Republicans tried to curtail ac-
cess to absentee voting, introducing 
39 bills in 2021, when the party still 
was in charge of both legislative 
chambers.
	 Two GOP bills passed, but Demo-
cratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer ve-
toed them.




