
KAMALA HARRIS’ LIST OF POTENTIAL RUNNING MATES IF 
JOE BIDEN DROPS OUT OF 2024 RACE

	 At least three Democrats have been named as potential running mates for 
Kamala Harris, should President Joe Biden drop out of the 2024 presidential 
election.
	 The 81-year-old commander-in-chief has insisted he is remaining in the 
race against Republican Donald Trump - and has hit back against critics 
from his own party who say he is not mentally equipped to handle a second 
term in office.
	 Vice President Harris, 59, has also said she stands by Biden as she travels 
the country trying to assuage donors and voters about the viability of his 
campaign.
	 But that has not stopped a growing number of Democrats from eyeing her 
for the most powerful position in the United States, with several now work-
ing behind the scenes to plan out a potential Harris campaign, according to 
the New York Times.
	 They say that in order for Harris to beat Trump in the general election, she 
would need a moderate white man as her running mate.
	 The advisors have explained that Harris would be the first black and Asian 
American female presidential nominee of a major party if Biden were to drop 
out, and she would need a running mate who looks like nearly all the former 
presidents to temper any shocks to identity politics.
	 Among the names being floated are Governors Roy Cooper of North 
Carolina, Andy Beshear of Kentucky and Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, two 
people close to the Biden-Harris campaign told the Times.
	 They suggested Cooper, 67, is currently the favorite for the role.
	 He is a Southern moderate who has worked alongside a Republican-led 
legislature since he took office in 2016, following a hard-fought face.
	 Democrats now think North Carolina could be flipped, and having Cooper 
on the ticket could help ensure a victory for the party.
	 Beshear, 46, does not offer that same opportunity. But he has attracted 
party attention after winning a second-term in the deep red state.
	 Both Cooper and Beshear have also served as their state’s attorneys gen-
eral, giving them a connection to Harris - who was the California attorney 
general before becoming a senator.
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	 The US Supreme Court made a 
significant decision on Friday, over-
turning a controversial 40-year-old 
precedent that mandated courts to 
defer to government agencies’ inter-
pretations of ambiguous laws by a 
6-3 margin. This marks the end of the 
“Chevron deference,” coinciding with 
North Carolina’s top court preparing 
to address its deference case.
	 Chief Justice John Roberts au-
thored the majority opinions in two 
federal high court decisions, challeng-
ing the 1984 precedent set in Chevron 
v. Natural Resources Defense Council. 
This doctrine stipulated that when 
Congress had not explicitly addressed 
a legal issue, courts should defer to 
the agency’s interpretation of the 
statute if deemed reasonable. How-
ever, in a 35-page ruling, Chief Justice 
John Roberts and the majority jus-
tices discarded this doctrine, criticiz-
ing it as “fundamentally misguided.”
	 “The deference that Chevron re-
quires of courts reviewing agency ac-
tion cannot be squared with the [Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act],” Roberts 
wrote. Approved in 1946, the APA 
prescribes procedures for govern-
ment agencies’ action and “delineates 
the basic contours of judicial review 
of such action,” the chief justice ex-
plained.
	 Roberts firmly dismissed the no-
tion that agencies, rather than courts, 
should be the primary arbiters of am-
biguous federal laws. He emphasized 
that even when these ambiguities per-
tain to technical or scientific matters 
within an agency’s expertise, Con-
gress intended for courts to address 
such statutory questions. Courts, he 
noted, benefit from extensive briefing 
by parties involved and amicus curiae 
submissions.

SCOTUS Overturns 40 Year Precedence

	 Justice Elena Kagan dissented, 
joined by Justices Sonia Sotomayor 
and Ketanji Brown Jackson. Kagan 
warned that the Supreme Court’s 
decision on Friday would create 
significant upheaval within the legal 
system.
	 “This Court has long understood 
Chevron deference to reflect what 
Congress would want, and so to be 
rooted in a presumption of legislative 
intent. Congress knows that it does 
not — in fact, cannot — write perfectly 
complete regulatory statutes” Kagan 
wrote. “It knows that those statutes 
will inevitably contain ambiguities 
that some other actor will have to re-
solve and gaps that some other actors 
will have to fill. And it would usually 
prefer that actor to be the responsible 
agency, not a court.”
	 When the Supreme Court initially 
rendered its decision in the Chevron 
case over 40 years ago, it wasn’t seen 
as particularly significant. However, 
over the ensuing decades, it evolved 
into one of the most pivotal rulings in 
federal administrative law, referenced 
more than 18,000 times by federal 
courts.
	 The Chevron decision, which up-
held the Reagan-era Environmental 
Protection Agency’s interpretation of 
the Clean Air Act, thereby relaxing 
emissions regulations, was initially 
praised by conservatives. Yet, over 
time, it became a focal point for those 
aiming to reduce the power of admin-
istrative agencies. Critics argued that 

courts, not agencies, should have the 
final say in interpreting laws.
	 According to Kagan, by overturning 
the Chevron doctrine, the Supreme 
Court has delivered a profound shock 
to the legal system.
	 Friday’s ruling was part of a trio of 
cases in the 2023-24 term aimed at 
limiting federal agency authority, a 
conservative push sometimes termed 
the “war on the administrative state.” 
Earlier in October, the court heard ar-
guments challenging the constitution-
ality of the funding mechanism for 
the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, a case it upheld last month 
by a 7-2 margin. Just the day before 
Friday’s decision, the justices also 
curtailed the Securities and Exchange 
Commission’s ability to impose fines 
through internal proceedings in secu-
rities fraud cases.
	 As the US Supreme Court delivered 
its ruling on deference, North Caro-
lina’s Supreme Court prepared to ad-
dress a similar issue. The John Locke 
Foundation, NC Chamber, and NC 
Farm Bureau all advocate for reform 
in how state courts handle adminis-
trative deference—the practice where 
courts defer to government agencies’ 
interpretations of laws or regulations 
in legal challenges.
	 Administrative deference has been 
a contentious issue across the coun-
try, with high courts in at least nine 
states issuing decisions to restrict or 
eliminate this practice. Most recently, 
the Ohio Supreme Court took such 

action in 2022.
	 On May 29, several advocacy 
groups submitted separate friend-
of-the-court briefs in a case involv-
ing the dismissal of Alvin Mitchell, 
a professor at Winston-Salem State 
University. The North Carolina Ap-
peals Court, in a 2-1 decision, upheld 
the University of North Carolina Sys-
tem’s termination of Mitchell in 2019. 
According to Judge Toby Hampson’s 
majority opinion, Mitchell was dis-
missed due to three alleged acts of 
misconduct occurring between the 
fall of 2015 and the fall of 2017.
	 “This case also presents a gross 
violation of the separation of powers 
required by the North Carolina Con-
stitution,” Mitchell’s lawyers wrote. 
“Below, Professor Mitchell argued 
that his termination violated the 
procedures contained in regulations 
promulgated by Winston-Salem State 
University and the UNC Board of 
Governors.”
	 The order indicated that the jus-
tices would focus on a specific ques-
tion: “Under North Carolina law, 
when, if ever, should a court defer to 
an agency’s interpretation of the rules 
and regulations that the agency has 
promulgated?”
	 Following the university’s Board 
of Governors affirming Mitchell’s 
dismissal, a trial judge also supported 
this decision in July 2021. At the Ap-
peals Court, Judges Hampson and 
Valerie Zachary voted to uphold the 
trial court’s ruling. Judge Hunter 
Murphy agreed that Mitchell was af-
forded due process but dissented on 
the issue of whether a First Amend-
ment violation occurred concerning a 
letter Mitchell had sent to a supervi-
sor.
	 Currently, no oral argument date 
has been scheduled at the state Su-
preme Court for Mitchell v. The Uni-
versity of NC Board of Governors.

NASA: Andre Douglas Will Be 
Artemis 2 Backup Astronaut 

Text Message Scams Are Rising

	 NASA has a backup astronaut standing by for the first human moon mis-
sion in more than 50 years, which will lift off no earlier than 2025.
	 NASA astronaut Andre Douglas will serve as backup for the three U.S. 
astronauts on the Artemis 2 round-the-moon flight, the agency announced 
today (July 3). Douglas will back up commander Reid Wiseman, pilot Victor 
Glover, who is also African American and mission specialist Christina Koch. 
Canadian Space Agency (CSA) astronaut Jeremy Hansen, who is also a mis-
sion specialist on Artemis 2, already has a backup: astronaut Jenni Gibbons, 
also with CSA.

ANOTHER POLITICAL PARTY IN NORTH CAROLINA OK’D FOR 
FALL; 2 OTHERS REMAIN IN LIMBO

	 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North Carolina’s elections board certified unani-
mously on Tuesday a right-leaning political party to field candidates this fall 
in the state, but again deferred final action for two organizations that col-
lected signatures to help get Robert F. Kennedy Jr. and Cornel West on the 
presidential ballot.
	 The Constitution Party of North Carolina will join several other parties al-
ready officially recognized by the state. Board staff determined the party col-
lected enough valid signatures from registered and qualified voters to exceed 
a threshold set in state law. The Constitution Party had been an official party 

(See STATE BRIEFS P. 2)

	 A scam that is going around in the community involving a text message 
about a concealed carry permit.
	 The scam involves a text message with the date and a call to action related 
to concealed carry permits. The text asks the recipient to click the link and 
download a file.
	 If you get this text message do not click on the link or reply to the message. 
It is not the common practice of your local sheriff department to text you 
about getting or renewing a concealed carry permit.
	 Spam Text Messages and Phishing
	 Scammers send fake text messages to trick you into giving them your per-
sonal information — things like your password, account number, or Social 
Security number. If they get that information, they could gain access to your 
email, bank, or other accounts. Or they could sell your information to other 
scammers.
	 Scammers often try to get you to click on links in text messages by promis-
ing you something. Scammers might promise free prizes, gift cards, or cou-
pons — but they’re not real offer you a low or no interest credit card — but 
there’s no deal and probably no card promise to help you pay off your stu-
dent loans — but they won’t.
	 Scammers also send fake messages that say they have information about 
your account or a transaction. Scammers might say they’ve noticed some 
suspicious activity on your account — but they haven’t claim there’s a prob-
lem with your payment information — but there isn’t send you a fake invoice 
and tell you to contact them if you didn’t authorize the purchase — but it’s a 
scam send you a package delivery notification — but it’s fake.
	 The messages might ask you to give some personal information — like how 
much money you make, how much you owe, or your bank account, credit 
card, or Social Security number — to claim your gift or pursue the offer. Or 
they might tell you to click on a link to learn more about the issue. Some 
links might take you to a spoofed website that looks real but isn’t. If you log 
in, the scammers then might steal your username and password.
	 Other messages might install harmful malware on your phone that steals 
your personal or financial information without you realizing it.
	 If you get a text message you weren’t expecting and it asks you to give 
some personal or financial information, don’t click on any links. Legitimate 
companies won’t ask for information about your account by text.
	 If you think the message might be real, contact the company using a phone 
number or website you know is real. Not the information in the text message.

Economic Boycotts Of The Civil Rights 
Era Still Offer Lessons After 60 Years 
By Kevin A. Young

UMass

	 Signed into law 60 years ago, the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed 
discrimination in the U.S. based on 
“race, color, sex, religion, or national 
origin.”
	 Yet, as a historian who studies so-
cial movements and political change, 
I think the law’s most important 
lesson for today’s movements is not 
its content but rather how it was 
achieved.
	 As firsthand accounts from the 
era make clear, the movement won 
because it directly hurt the interests 
of white business owners. The 1955 
Montgomery bus boycott, the 1963 
boycott of Birmingham businesses 
and many lesser-known local boy-
cotts inflicted major costs on local 
business owners and forced them to 
support integration.
	 The conventional narrative
	 A view common among scholars, 
activists and the general public holds 
that the Civil Rights Movement 
succeeded because violent attacks 
against peaceful Black protesters 
mobilized white public opinion in 
the movement’s favor.
	 One of the most famous incidents 
occurred in Birmingham, Alabama, 
in May 1963, when the city’s public 
safety commissioner, Eugene “Bull” 
Connor, turned fire hoses and dogs 
on Black demonstrators.
	 The conventional wisdom is that 
Connor’s actions outraged Northern 
whites, and in response, the Kenne-
dy administration sent federal troops 
to Birmingham and a civil rights bill 
to Congress.
	 But this view misunderstands the 
source of the movement’s power.
	 For one thing, it overstates public 
sympathy for the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Three months after the attacks 
against Black protesters in Birming-
ham, for instance, almost two-thirds 
of the public opposed the famous 
March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom of August 1963.
	 Moreover, the Kennedy admin-
istration predicted that civil rights 
legislation would hurt the Democrats 
electorally. “The President never had 
any illusions about the political ad-
vantages of equal rights,” wrote Ken-
nedy aide Arthur Schlesinger in his 
memoir “A Thousand Days.” “But he 
saw no alternative” given the move-
ment’s actions.
	 So what were those actions?
	 Black organizers aimed to inflict 
maximal disruption on the white 
power structure, particularly eco-
nomic elites. As Martin Luther King 
Jr. later recounted, “The political 
power structure listens to the eco-
nomic power structure.”
	 By disrupting white businesses, of-
ten in a highly organized way, Black 
activists won social change.

	 A ‘devastatingly effective’ weapon
	 Economic boycotts in Southern 
cities such as Birmingham and Nash-
ville, Tennessee, played crucial roles 
during the civil rights era.
	 A 20-month boycott by Black 
shoppers of downtown businesses in 
Greenwood, Mississippi, brought le-
gal changes to the city’s hiring prac-
tices in 1964.
	 The most famous boycott oc-
curred in 1955–56 in Montgomery, 
Alabama, where the nearly 13-month 
protest against segregated public 
transportation caused the city’s 
bus service to lose an estimated 
US$3,000 a day in fares.
	 Black people made up about 75% 
of public transportation riders. 
Instead of using city buses, they 

walked, formed car pools and used 
Black-owned taxi services. The boy-
cott ended on Dec. 20, 1956, when 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
Browder v. Gayle that segregation on 
buses was unconstitutional.
	 By 1960, civil rights organizers 
were widely embracing this “eco-
nomic weapon to fight segregation,” 
reported the national magazine 
Business Week.
	 Three years later, Time magazine 
wrote that boycotts had proved “dev-
astatingly effective” in pushing white 
business owners and government of-
ficials to desegregate.
	 In Birmingham, for example, real 
estate tycoon Sidney Smyer led the 
elite push for integration. Smyer was 
a staunch racist, but he capitulated 

amid the boycott and related disrup-
tion.
	 “I’m still a segregationist,” he said 
in May 1963, but “I’m not a damn 
fool.”
	 During five weeks of boycotts, sit-
ins and marches, Birmingham busi-
nesses had lost millions in sales.
	 Smyer and his fellow executives 
decided to cut their losses by inte-
grating. They then dragged along the 
politicians, judges, school adminis-
trators and law enforcement officials.
	 That had been civil rights strate-
gists’ plan from the start.
	 According to civil rights organizer 
Abraham Woods, they hoped that 
business owners hurt by the boycott 
in Birmingham would “pressure the 
city” to integrate.
	 Andrew Young, an adviser to King, 
later said that “Bull Connor made 
the impact greater, but the dynamics 
would have taken effect without Bull 
Connor and the dogs. … When the 
demonstrations were so massive and 
the economic withdrawal program 
was so tight, literally, the town was 
paralyzed.”
	 Changing the law after Birming-
ham
	 The Birmingham victory inspired 
other Black people to rise up. Kenne-
dy’s Department of Justice reported 
another 2,062 Black protests in 40 
states by the end of 1963.
	 It also led Kennedy – 28 months 
into his presidency – to propose a 
civil rights bill, in June 1963.
	 Even as he tried to dissuade Black 
leaders from marching on Washing-
ton, Kennedy admitted that the dis-
ruptive boycotts and protests “had 
made the executive branch act faster 
and were now forcing Congress to 
entertain legislation,” as Schlesinger 
reported in his book “A Thousand 
Days.”
	 Kennedy also feared the radi-
calization of Black consciousness 
after Birmingham. If the federal 
government didn’t deliver moderate 
reform, the “colored masses” might 
embrace “the mindless radicalism of 
the Negro militants,” as Schlesinger 
described the president’s logic.
	 Kennedy’s assassination in No-
vember 1963 meant the civil rights 
bill fell to his successor, Lyndon 
Johnson. After a heated battle in 
Congress, Johnson signed the bill 
into law on July 2, 1964.
	 By causing massive and sustained 
disruption to ruling-class interests, 
particularly businesses, Black orga-
nizers who were formally excluded 
from political power were able to 
force legal change.
	 The lesson is that major legisla-
tive reform requires mass disruption 
outside the electoral and legislative 
spheres. Without that disruption, it 
will be very difficult to win any law 
that negatively affects entrenched 
power-holders.

	 Holding protest sign is civil rights activist, Virginius B. 
Thornton. Civil Rights student leaders from all over the South 
at Atlanta University in May of 1960 to meet with Martin Lu-
ther King on desegregation strategy and organizing sit-ins. 
Howard Sochurek—The LIFE Picture Collection
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	 Carolina Public Press—Gambling 
interests donated more than $3 mil-
lion to top N.C. lawmakers and po-
litical committees over the past two 
years in an effort to legalize forms of 
gambling in the state, a recent analy-
sis shows. 
	 The analysis that Bob Hall, the for-
mer executive director of Democracy 
NC and a campaign finance watch-
dog, shared with Carolina Public 
Press, shows that this amount was 
given to state lawmakers and political 
committees to support their reelec-
tion campaigns.
	 Contributions include a $50,000 
donation from Baltimore-based ca-
sino development firm, The Cordish 
Companies, a developer of the pro-
posed casino in Rockingham County 
and $635,850 from North Carolina-
based Grover Gaming, a national 
video poker machine vendor. 
	 Some critics say money from gam-
bling interests influences how state 
lawmakers prioritize casino legaliza-
tion in the state as an issue.
	 Most observers say the legislation 
legalizing new forms of gambling 
in the state will likely not pass, as 
Republicans remain divided on the 
issue. Last year, the N.C. legislature’s 
Republican supermajority was also 
divided on the issue, leading to a 
stalemate and delaying the state 
budget by more than three months, 
which affected the funding of state 
programs. 
	 “It’s legal and to some degree it’s 

Where Gambling Interests Are Putting Their Money
expected, but I think citizens need to 
understand who’s giving money to 
their representatives and senators,” 
said Christopher Cooper, a professor 
of political science and public affairs 
at Western Carolina University.
	 “These interests are going to con-
tinue to give money, so even if the 
legislation doesn’t make it in this ses-
sion, it will be brought up again in the 
future.” 
	 Where cash is coming from, 
who it’s going to
	 Gambling industry executives gave 
about $1.1 million in direct campaign 
contributions to North Carolina can-
didates and parties, while donating 
$2.1 million to GOPAC and the Re-
publican State Leadership Commit-
tee, both of which are federal 527 
committees or IRS-designated, U.S. 
tax-exempt political organizations, 
Hall’s analysis of state and federal 
reports shows. 
	 About 93% of the direct campaign 
contributions went to Republican leg-
islative candidates and in-state party 
committees, according to Hall. While, 
top 10 state lawmakers received more 
than $500,000 in direct campaign 
contributions since January 2022, ac-
cording to his analysis.
The donors include executives of na-
tional and multinational companies 
from other states and a few national 
companies from North Carolina. 
	 Out of state companies include 
the following: Nevada-based Boyd 
Gaming Corporation and IGT, Ken-

tucky-based Churchill Downs Inc., 
Maryland-based The Cordish Compa-
nies, Illinois-based J&J Ventures and 
Georgia-based Primero Games. 
Churchill Downs Inc. made the larg-
est contribution, based on Hall’s 
analysis, of $670,000 in donations, 
followed by J&J Ventures, which 
made a contribution of $638,500.
	 Three North Carolinians who own 
national video poker companies 
are also among the donors: Bobby 
Huckabee, the owner of Southland 
Entertainment, Garrett Blackwelder, 
the owner of Grover Gaming and 
Gardner Payne, who owns Legacy Ar-
cade and Payne Operations. 
	 In the past, Huckabee has been at 
the center of a video poker scandal. In 
the 2000s, the scandal exposed for-
mer Democratic state House Speaker 
Jim Black’s fundraising practices and 
corruption. Huckabee’s company, 
Southland Entertainment, made 
$234,600 campaign contributions to 
state candidates and parties during 
the recent period. 
	 Blackwelder’s Grover Gaming 
made the third largest contribution of 
a total of $635,850 contributions to 
state candidates, state parties as well 
as to the Republican State Leadership 
Committee, or RSLC, and GOPAC.
	 In November 2022, The Cordish 
Companies donated to state Senate 
leader Phil Berger and 10 other leg-
islators, as reported by CPP. A sub-
sidiary of the company also made a 
$50,000 donation to the RSLC – the 

PUBLIC MEETING FOR PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 
TO U.S. 74 (INDEPENDENCE BOULEVARD)

FROM I-277 TO I-485
CHARLOTTE, MECKLENBURG COUNTY

Those who do not speak English, or have a limited 
ability to read, speak or understand English, may 
receive interpretive services upon prior request by 
calling 1-800-481-6494.

Aquellas personas no hablan inglés, o tienen 
limitaciones para leer, hablar o entender inglés, podrían 
recibir servicios de interpretación si los solicitan  antes 
de la reunión llamando al 1-800-481-6494. 

STIP NOS:  U-6103 AND U-2509

CHARLOTTE - The N.C. Department of Transportation will hold an 
open house style public meeting to provide information on the proposed 
improvements to U.S. 74 (Independence Boulevard) from I-277 to I-485 
(Charlotte Outer Loop) in Charlotte and Matthews. 

Tuesday, July 23 - 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
East Mecklenburg High School - Cafeteria

6800 Monroe Road, Charlotte

The project will widen and upgrade U.S. 74 (Independence Boulevard) with additional 
general-purpose lanes, auxiliary lanes, express lanes in the median, and the replacement 
of at-grade intersections with interchanges and overpasses. The project will also extend 
and connect existing parallel collector roads in the corridor.

NCDOT representatives will be available in an informal, open house-style setting to 
answer questions and gather public input regarding the proposed project. The opportunity 
to submit written comments or questions will be provided and is encouraged. Citizens 
may attend at any time between 4 p.m. and 7 p.m. There will be no formal presentation.

Project maps and other information can be found on the project website https://www. 
ncdot.gov/projects/us-74-express-lanes.

For more information contact Bryan Key with the NCDOT Project Management Unit at 
bckey@ncdot.gov or (919) 707-6263.

NCDOT will provide auxiliary aids and services under the Americans with Disabilities Act 
for disabled persons who want to participate in this public open house.  Anyone requiring 
special services should contact Diane Wilson at pdwilson1@ncdot.gov  or (919)707-
6073 as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made.

Cooper Signs Laws On Digital Licenses, Farming & Tenant Rights
By: Jordan Meadows

Staff Writer

	 North Carolina Governor Roy 
Cooper signed into law four bills 
on last Wednesday. One of the bills 
focuses on creating a registry man-
aged by the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Revenue specifically for 
certified vapor products, such as 
e-cigarettes and nicotine-containing 
consumables. Starting at the end 
of 2024, manufacturers will be re-
quired to obtain certification to sell 
these products in the state.
	 Another bill signed by Cooper 
introduces several amendments to 
transportation laws. Key updates 
include the introduction of digital 
driver’s licenses for mobile devices, 
on-demand printing of temporary 
registration plates, implementation 
of work zone safety courses, and 
increased penalties for littering. 
Legally, this mobile driver’s license 
will hold the same status as a physi-
cal one, pending a comprehensive 
study and plan by the DMV.
	 The third piece of legislation 
signed is the annual Farm Act, 
which passed unanimously in both 
chambers of the Assembly. This bill 
includes exemptions for agricultural 

areas from municipal stormwater 
fees and introduces a tax credit for 
certain land conservation-related 
donations. 
	 This act also aims to reduce regu-
latory burdens on shellfish farmers, 
enhance penalties for transport-
ing live feral swine, extend general 
animal waste management system 
permits, and make improvements to 
the North Carolina Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
(NCDA&CS) and the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ).
	 “The conservation tax credit I 
proposed in my budget and passed 
into law with this bill will help us 
reach the goal I set of permanently 
conserving one million new acres of 
natural lands by 2040,” Cooper said 
in a statement. “Protecting forests, 
wetlands, and farmlands makes us 
more resilient to climate hazards, 
reduces carbon in our atmosphere, 
promotes military readiness, and 
supports local economies.”
	 Wake County’s high school lead-
ership academies are authorized to 
maintain their early college status 
and expedite partnerships with new 
colleges under another signed bill.
	 Governor Cooper also signed Sen-
ate Bill 319, Senate Bill 355, and 

House Bill 199, which enabled the 
issuance of digital driver’s licens-
es. Senate Bill 355, known as the 
North Carolina Farm Act of 2024, 
passed unanimously and includes 
tax credits for corporations donat-
ing property for farmland preserva-

tion, wildlife habitats, historic land-
scapes, floodplain protection, and 
public trails or access.
	 Gov. Cooper vetoed House Bill 
155 and House Bill 556. HB 155 
aimed to introduce title certification 
for all-terrain and utility vehicles 

and allow modified utility vehicles 
to operate on roads with speed lim-
its up to 55 mph. Cooper expressed 
concerns about the safety implica-
tions of such vehicles on state high-
ways.
	 “This new law would allow cer-
tain off-road vehicles to operate on 
four-lane highways at speeds of up 
to 55 miles per hour,” Cooper said. 
“These vehicles lack many of the 
safety features found in traditional 
vehicles which creates an increased 
risk of serious injury or death for 
people on our highways.”
	 HB 556 addressed various aspects 
of tenancy and landlord regula-
tions. Part of this bill would have 
restricted local governments from 
prohibiting landlords from refusing 
to lease to tenants based on their 
use of federal housing assistance. 
Cooper criticized this aspect, argu-
ing it would limit local government 
authority to protect housing rights.

	 “This bill would make it harder 
for low-income families, the el-
derly, and people with disabilities 
to find affordable rental housing by 
preventing local governments from 
protecting against rent discrimina-
tion based on lawful income. It also 
creates legal ambiguity regarding 
when eviction orders become effec-
tive and the potential for increased 
legal expenses for renters in dis-
putes with landlords,” Cooper said.
	 Although the General Assem-
bly has adjourned, they retain the 
ability to reconvene on specific 
dates, including July 10, to consider 
potential veto overrides among 
other matters. Given Republican 
supermajorities in both chambers, 
overrides of Gov. Cooper’s vetoes 
are deemed likely. Cooper’s deci-
sions coincided with his participa-
tion, albeit virtually, in a meeting of 
Democratic governors convened by 
President Biden.

company’s only donation to RSLC in 
records from the past decade accord-
ing to Hall. 
	 Most of the legislative recipients 
were Republican lawmakers, with 
the exception of two Democrats, Rep. 
Robert Reives, D-Chatham, and Rep. 
Michael Wray, D-Northampton. 
Top legislative recipients of gam-
bling-related campaign contributions 
from January 2022 to March 2024:
	 •	 Sen. Brent Jackson, R-Sampson, 
received $86,000. 
	 •	 Rep. Jason Saine, R-Lincoln, re-
ceived $77,600.
	 •	 Sen. Bill Rabon, R-Brunswick, 
received $68,700.
	 •	 Sen. Jim Perry, R-Lenoir, re-
ceived $59,533.
	 •	 House Speaker Tim Moore, R-
Cleveland, received $57,400.
	 •	 Sen. Phil Berger, R-Rockingham, 
received $53,700.
	 •	 Rep. John Bell, R-Wayne, re-
ceived $43,800.
	 •	 Sen. Michael Lee, R-New Ha-
nover, received $38,100.
	 •	 Rep. Tim Moffitt, R-Henderson, 
received $35,600.
	 •	 Rep. Destin Hall, R-Caldwell, 
received $33,700.
	 •	 Sen. Danny Britt, R-Robeson, 
received $26,750.
	 •	 Sen. Dave Craven, R-Randolph, 
received $25,500.
	 •	 Rep. Robert Reives, D-Chatham, 
received $22,700.
	 •	 Sen. Paul Newton, R-Cabarrus, 
received $18,400.
	 •	 Rep. Brenden Jones, R-Colum-
bus, received $17,100.
	 •	 Rep. Jon Hardister, R-Guilford, 
received $16,650.
	 •	 Sen. Vickie Sawyer, R-Iredell, 
received $15,600.
	 •	 R e p .  M i c h a e l  W r a y ,  D -
Northampton, received $15,000.
	 •	 Sen. Todd Johnson, R-Union, 
received $14,100.
	 •	 Sen. Mike Lazzara, R-Onslow, 
received $13,600.
	 •	 Rep. Larry Strickland, R-John-
ston, received $13,500.
	 •	 Rep. Charles Miller, R-Bruns-
wick, received $13,350.
	 •	 Rep. Ray Pickett, R-Alleghany, 
received $12,000.
	 •	 Sen. Tom McInnis, R-Moore, 
received $11,750.
	 •	 Rep. Erin Paré, R-Wake, re-
ceived $11,100.
	 •	 Rep. Ted Davis, R-New Hanover, 
received $11,000.
	 •	 Rep. Jake Johnson, R-Polk, re-
ceived $10,500.
	 •	 Rep. John Bradford, R-Mecklen-
burg, received $10,500. 
	 CPP reached out to the 28 lawmak-
ers for comment and only one directly 
responded prior to publication. 
	 “It is typical for various groups 
to donate to leadership positions in 
the General Assembly,” said Reives, 
the House Democratic leader, in an 
emailed statement. “Many of those 
donations are unsolicited.”
	 The director of the N.C. Republican 
Senate Caucus, Dylan Watts, reached 
out to CPP to comment on the cam-
paign contributions after a series of 
emails to state senators who received 
them. 
	 “Democrats and Republicans in 
both the House and Senate received 
donations from the contributors 
you’re asking about,” Watts said in 
an emailed statement. “Members of 
the Senate Republican Caucus receive 
donations from thousands of people 
every election cycle.”  
	 “During the 2022 election cycle, 
Senate Republicans raised a com-
bined $13 million,” Watts added. “So 
far in the 2024 election cycle, our 
members have raised more than $8 
million. The donations you’re asking 
about account for about 2% of our 
fundraising during that time frame.” 

in 2020, but it failed to perform well enough in that election to remain one.
	 Two weeks ago, the State Board of Elections voted 3-2 against a motion 
giving the Constitution Party formal recognition, citing concern about the 
mailing address for the group’s chairman on signature collection documents. 
The board’s Democratic majority made up the prevailing side. But board 
Chair Alan Hirsch said before Tuesday’s 5-0 vote that the issue was very 
technical in nature. “I am of the view that on reflection that we shouldn’t 
stand in the way for any potential technical errors,” Hirsch said.
	 The Democratic majority last month also declined to approve official rec-
ognition of the We The People party and Justice for All Party of North Caro-
lina, although board officials confirmed that both petition efforts had turned 
in more valid signatures than the 13,865 required. That threshold is much 
larger than what Kennedy, an author and environmental lawyer, and West, 
a professor and progressive activist, would have needed if they sought to run 
statewide as independent candidates.
	 The board’s Democrats said they wanted more information about what pe-
tition gatherers for the We The People, backing Kennedy, and Justice for All, 
aligned with West, told voters about the nascent parties. State law requires 
that they must communicate the “purpose and intent” of the new parties to 
petition signers. They also wanted board staff to attempt to contact signers 
who later filled out affidavits asking that their names be removed.
	 Hirsch, a Democrat, said Tuesday more time was needed for staff to take 
in more details. Responses to several subpoenas issued by the board had not 
been returned by Tuesday’s meeting, board attorney Paul Cox said.
	 Hirsch offered no date for the next meeting but said that “we will do that 
promptly in plenty of time to get these folks on the ballot, should they be ap-
proved as parties.”
	 North Carolina political parties have until mid-August to submit their 
presidential ticket candidate names to the board in time for ballots to be 
prepared. The national Constitution Party this year nominated anti-abortion 
activist Randall Terry as its presidential candidate.
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Business & Finance

IT’S TIME
FOR BUSINESS.
You created the perfect business cards and you have more orders than you can 

solutions that will work for you.

Business Banking

Business Loans  |  Free Business Checking* |  Remote Deposit Capture  
Treasury Management  |  Credit Cards

*100 to open. No minimum balance requirement. No monthly maintenance fee.

	 NC Health News—A policy paper 
examining cybersecurity and threats 
found that cyberattacks at health 
care facilities have increased more 
than 125 percent since last year, 
with rural hospitals being especially 
vulnerable. 
	 Jenny Niblock, chief clinical offi-
cer at Citizens Health in Colby, Kan-
sas, is co-author of “Cybersecurity: 
A path to increase rural health care 
preparedness,” a  policy brief  from 
the National Rural Health Associa-
tion. 
	 The policy paper estimates that 
a patient’s medical record is worth 
ten times more on the black market 
than a credit card number. 
	 “Hackers target data including 
personal identification information 
such as social security numbers and 
birthdate, protected patient records, 
and financial information such as 
credit card and bank account de-
tails,” according to the paper. 
	 Niblock said rural hospitals are 
especially vulnerable to cyberattacks 
for two main reasons: Rural hospi-
tals tend to have an older IT infra-
structure and inadequate IT staffing. 
	 “Often due [to] lack of funding, 
rural hospitals have older equip-
ment and versions of software that 
would help prevent cyberattacks,” 
she said in an email interview. 
	 Further, rural hospitals are hit 

Rural Hospitals Are Vulnerable To Increasing Cyberattacks 
hard in the area of health care work-
force shortages including IT depart-
ments that are often under-trained 
and understaffed, she added. 
	 “The criminals are quickly real-
izing that larger hospitals have 
strengthened their infrastructure 
and are harder to hack,” she said. 
“Therefore, the cyberattackers are 
targeting the more vulnerable rural 
hospitals.”
	 Niblock said cyberattacks are dev-
astating to rural hospitals.   Accord-
ing to the White House,, the cyber 
attacks can be particularly disrup-
tive to rural hospitals, which serve 
over 60 million Americans.
	 “They lack the manpower and 
funds to respond quickly,” she said. 
“They also lack backup systems to 
continue to see patients in a modi-
fied manner. They are also devas-
tating to patient care because there 
[are] no other hospitals in another 
part of town to send patients to dur-
ing the downtime.”
	 For example, earlier this year, a 
cyberattack at a rural hospital in 
Sheridan, Wyoming, left the claim 
processing center compromised for 
more than 25 days. In June 2023, 
a rural hospital in  Illinois  blamed 
a cyberattack for its closure, saying 
the bad actors left the hospital un-
able to bill Medicare, Medicaid and 
other payers for months.

	 Research shows that during the 
first week of a ransomware attack, 
inpatient admissions volume fell 
by 14.7 percent at rural hospitals, 
according to a study published by 
the National Rural Health Associa-
tion. They recovered to pre-attack 
levels within two to three weeks. 
Outpatient visits fell by 35.3 per-
cent at rural hospitals during the 

first week, while emergency room 
visits fell by 10 percent at rural 
hospitals. 
	 To combat the attacks taking 
place in rural America, two tech 
companies are stepping in to help. 
Microsoft and Google will provide 
free or discounted cybersecurity 
services to rural hospitals across the 
country to help them in their efforts 

to prevent cyberattacks. The White 
House backed the initiative, taking 
part in the announcement about the 
tech companies. 
	 Microsoft will provide critical ac-
cess hospitals and rural emergency 
hospitals nonprofit pricing and 
discounts of up to 75 percent for its 
security products made for smaller 
organizations. In addition, some 
larger rural hospitals already using 
eligible Microsoft solutions would 
be offered an advanced security 
suite at no cost for one year. Micro-
soft offers to provide Windows 10 
security updates to participating ru-
ral hospitals for at least one year at 
no additional cost, and the company 
also states it would provide free cy-
bersecurity assessments.
	 Google, meanwhile, is offering 
endpoint security advice to rural 
hospitals and non-profit organiza-
tions at no cost and a pool of fund-
ing to support software migration. 
In addition, Google plans to launch 
a pilot program with rural hospitals 

to develop a packaging of security 
capabilities that fit those hospitals’ 
distinct needs.
	 “Cybersecurity is a top priority 
for America’s hospitals and health 
systems. It is also a shared respon-
sibility,” American Hospital As-
sociation President and CEO Rick 
Pollack said in a press statement. 
“While hospitals and health systems 
have invested significant resources 
to guard against cyberattacks, they 
cannot do it alone, which is why 
these commitments from Microsoft 
and Google are important.”
	 Pollack said it’s no secret that 
many rural hospitals across Ameri-
ca are struggling.
	 “The AHA appreciates the White 
House’s support of rural hospitals 
and health systems and looks for-
ward to continuing to work with 
them and other stakeholders across 
government, law enforcement and 
the technology sector to expand 
these resources to all hospitals,” he 
added.

US Government Excludes Black-Owned 
Media Despite $15B In Fed Ad Spending
By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA 

	 A new report released this month 
has revealed that the federal gov-
ernment spent $14.9 billion on 
advertising contracts over the last 
ten fiscal years to inform the public 
about various programs and ser-
vices. However, despite the govern-
ment’s mandate to provide contract 
opportunities to businesses owned 
by minorities, women, and other 
socially or economically disadvan-
taged groups, significant disparities 
persist.
	 The report found that contracts 
with those businesses represented 
about 14% of total federal advertis-
ing spending, amounting to $2.1 
billion from fiscal years 2014 to 
2023. Additionally, federal agencies 
allocated about $1.1 billion for CO-
VID-related advertising contracts, 
with only 3.5%, or about $37 million, 
awarded to these disadvantaged 
businesses.

	 Additionally, the report does not 
specify the amount allocated to 
Black-owned media. Several pre-
vious reports suggest that Black-
owned media received no more than 
$10 million of the total $14.9 billion 
spent.
	 “Of the $14.9 billion spent, a 
disproportionately small fraction 
has gone to Black-owned media,” 
National Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation Chair Chairman Bobby 
Henry stated. The NNPA is the trade 
association representing the Black 
Press of America. “This underrepre-
sentation, neglect, and disrespect not 
only undermines the economic sta-
bility of Black-owned businesses, but 
also limits the diversity of voices and 
perspectives essential to a vibrant 
democracy. The NNPA calls for im-
mediate and substantial reforms to 
ensure fair and equitable distribu-
tion of federal advertising dollars.”
	 In 2023, Congresswoman Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-DC) introduced 
a bill called the Federal Government 

Advertising Equity Accountability 
Act requiring federal agencies to de-
tail their advertising spending with 
small, disadvantaged businesses and 
businesses owned by women and 
minorities in their annual budget 
justifications. Norton, along with 
Reps. Hank Johnson (D-GA), Bar-
bara Lee (D-CA), and Val Demings 
(D-FL), co-led a letter to President 
Biden seeking answers about the 
inequity in federal advertising con-
tracts awarded to minority- and 
women-owned media and advertis-
ing agencies compared to the rest of 
the industry.
	 A Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) study revealed that the 
federal government spent more than 
$5 billion on advertising over five 
years, with Black-owned businesses 
receiving only $51 million, or 1.02 
percent of those funds. Black-owned 
newspapers and media companies 
received a small portion of the $51 
million.
	 Jessica Lucas-Judy, Director of 

Strategic Issues for GAO, clarified in 
an email to the Black Press, “Black 
American-owned businesses were 
awarded $256 million (21 percent) 
of the $1.2 billion in federal advertis-
ing contracts obligated to minority-
owned businesses from FYs 2014 
through 2023. When looking at the 
number of businesses, 148 Black-
owned businesses were awarded ad-
vertising contracts during that time 
period.” Lucas-Judy added, “I dou-
ble-checked with my team; the data 
from FPDS identified Black-owned 
businesses generally, rather than 
Black-owned newspapers/media 
outlets specifically. I think the only 
way to find the information you’re 
looking for would be to review each 
individual contract.”
	 The trend of underrepresentation 
in federal advertising contracts has 
been around for a while. In March 
2016, Holmes Norton joined with 
the National Newspaper Publishers 

(See FED AD SPENDING, P. 12)

	 DURHAM — Online nonprof-
it Western Governors University 
(WGU) has announced that Anthony 
“AJ” Jackson has been named as a 
strategic partnerships manager. In 
this role, Jackson will help develop 
and maintain mutually beneficial 
relationships with employers and re-
lated organizations throughout North 
Carolina and South Carolina.
	 Jackson has extensive experience 
in business, recruitment and work-
force development. His work his-
tory includes serving as a university 
development counselor with Grand 
Canyon University and territory di-
rector, workforce solutions for the 
University of Phoenix. He was also 
a licensed real estate broker in the 
Carolinas and vice president and ac-
count executive for MTV Networks in 
New York City.
 	 Jackson earned his Bachelor of Sci-

WGU Welcomes AJ Jackson

ence degree in accounting from North 
Carolina A&T and an MBA from the 
University of Phoenix. He is happily 
married, a father of three boys, owner 
of a three-year-old rottweiler, and a 
big fan of New York’s pro teams.
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

SUPPORT SMALL & 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 7/31/2024

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

Replace your job and earn 
money at home!

Login at www.jointonyallen.com 
or call (919) 252-3147 for details 

to get started.

U.S. Chamber of Commerce
	 Whether you’re starting a new 
small business or looking to grow 
the one you already own, finding 
funding can be a challenge for busi-
nesses of all sizes. If you’re looking 
for a small business loan or grant, 
CO— is here to help.
	 Each week, we update this list 
of loans, small business grants, or 
other opportunities to connect with 
programs and organizations that 
can help you with your business. 
Come back often to see the latest. 
And, if your organization has a pro-
gram or grant you’d like to see listed 
here, email us at CO@uschamber.
com.
	 GOVERNMENT GRANTS
	 Begin your search for a grant from 
the federal government at Grants.
gov. This government site offers 
the most comprehensive database 
of funds the government is going to 
give away. There are thousands of 
grants to apply for, with opportuni-

CO  Has Free Grants And Programs For Small Businesses 
ties for companies from all back-
grounds.
	 Keep in mind that not all assis-
tance flows directly from the fed-
eral government to small businesses. 
Some funds are distributed to state 
and local governments and agen-
cies, nonprofit organizations, and 
institutions of higher learning. These 
entities, in turn, distribute the funds 
or use them to provide technical or 
educational assistance on a local 
level.
	 In addition to the programs listed 
here, be sure to check with your 
state and local governments and use 
the resources listed below. When 
searching through grant and con-
tracting options, note that you may 
qualify for more than one program. 
These grants include: The Blueprint 
Medtech Small Business Translator 
Grant, Employee Retention Credit, 
Illinois Infrastructure Grants, The 
Minnesota Emerging Entrepreneur 
Loan Program (ELP), National In-

stitute of Health Grants, NIDILRR’s 
SBIR program, Small Business In-
novation Research Program (SBIR), 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Ru-
ral Development Business Programs, 
U.S. Department of Commerce Mi-
nority Business Development Agency 
(MBDA), U.S. Department of Educa-
tion (DOE) Grants, U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration State Trade 
Expansion Program (STEP), and 
U.S. Economic Development Admin-
istration (EDA). 
	 OTHER GRANTS INCLUDE:
•	 Government contract assistance: 

The federal government spends 
billions of dollars on goods 
and services each year. A lot of 
that money is spent through a 
competitive bidding process. 
Programs have been put in place 
to assist some small businesses 
with the process, allowing them 
a better chance to compete for 
those federal dollars.

•	 Natural Resource Sales Assis-

tance Program: In addition to 
the billions of dollars spent 
purchasing goods and services, 
the federal government also 
sells large amounts of natural 
resources and surplus property. 
The SBA Natural Resource Sales 
Assistance Program sets aside 
a percentage of these goods for 
bidding by small businesses 
only. In addition, federal agen-
cies sometimes divide surplus 
materials into smaller parcels, 
making it easier for small busi-
nesses to purchase.

•	 General small business grants: 
There are many nonprofit and 
corporate entities offering 
grants and other assistance to 
small businesses.

•	 Industry-specific and diversity 
small business grants and pro-
grams

•	 Some small business grant pro-
grams are confined to a specific 
entrepreneur demographic or 

business profile and they often 
have an application process that 
is easier to navigate. This is a 
sample list, so be sure to check 
with nonprofits and large corpo-
rations in your geographic area 
or industry.

	 ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
•	 	 The programs listed above are 

a good start when it comes to 
grants and funding. You may 
find additional resources avail-
able by following the links be-
low:

•	 Agricultural Justice Project (AJP),
•	 Challenge.Gov,
•	 Community Development Finan-

cial Institutions (CDFI) Fund,
•	 Fearless Fund,
•	 Funding options for Black-owned 

businesses,
•	 Funding options for LGBTQ+-

owned businesses,
•	 Funding options for Hispanic-

owned businesses,
•	 Funding options for minority-

owned businesses,
•	 Funding options for veteran-

owned businesses,
•	 Funding options for women-

owned businesses,
•	 GrantsForWomen.org,
•	 Resources and funding opportuni-

ties for AAPI-owned businesses,
•	 SBA Small Business Development 

Centers,
•	 SCORE,
•	 Tory Burch Foundation Funding 

Finder,
•	 Warrior Rising.



The CarolinianTHURSDAY JULY 11 - JULY 17, 2024	 PAGE 5

Chicken Recalled
	 USDA - Al-Safa US LLC, the importer of record located in Mississauga, 
Ontario, Canada, has recalled approximately 2,010 pounds of imported frozen 
ready-to-eat chicken products that may be adulterated with Listeria monocy-
togenes, according to USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS).
	 The frozen ready-to-eat chicken products were produced in Canada on June 
5, 2024, and imported to the U.S. on June 13, 2024, and June 21, 2024. The 
following products are subject to recall:    
	 12.1-oz. cardboard box package containing “Al Safa Halal Charcoal Grilled 
Chicken Seekh Kebab Grilled, Minced, Chicken Patty Kebab” with “NOV 30 
25” and “0605404” printed on a sticker on the outside of the package.
	 14.11-oz. cardboard box package containing “Al Safa Halal Fully Cooked 
Chicken Chapli Kebab Seasoned Chicken Patty” with “NOV 30 25” and 
“0605416” printed on a sticker on the outside of the package.
	 The products subject to recall bear establishment number “866” inside the 
Canadian mark of inspection. These items were shipped to retail locations na-
tionwide.             
	 The problem was discovered after FSIS performed routine product testing, 
which indicated that the product may be contaminated with Listeria monocy-
togenes.
	 There have been no confirmed reports of adverse reactions due to consump-
tion of these products. Anyone concerned about an illness should contact a 
healthcare provider.  
	 FSIS is concerned that some products may be in consumers’ freezers. Con-
sumers who have purchased these products are urged not to consume them. 
They should be thrown away or returned to the place of purchase.
	 Consumption of food contaminated with L. monocytogenes can cause 
listeriosis, a severe infection primarily affecting older adults, persons with 
weakened immune systems, and pregnant women and their newborns. Less 
commonly, persons outside these risk groups are affected.
	 Listeriosis can cause fever, muscle aches, headache, stiff neck, confusion, 
loss of balance, and convulsions, sometimes preceded by diarrhea or other 
gastrointestinal symptoms. An invasive infection spreads beyond the gas-
trointestinal tract. In pregnant women, the disease can cause miscarriages, 
stillbirths, premature delivery, or life-threatening infection of the newborn—in 
addition to serious and sometimes fatal infections in older adults and persons 
with weakened immune systems. Listeriosis is treated with antibiotics. Per-
sons in the higher-risk categories who experience flu-like symptoms within 
two months after eating contaminated food should seek medical care and tell 
the healthcare provider about eating the contaminated food.

Health & Wellness

Committed to
 saving you more

Learn more at foodlion.com/save

The  
Golden 

Years
By Judykay Jefferson

IT’S A NEW DAY
	 The world of technology can seem like a whirlwind, especially when it comes 
to social media and artificial intelligence (AI). Face it, online platforms like 
Facebook, Instagram, and even TikTok, and AI platforms like ChatGPT and 
Google’s Gemini can be valuable tools for seniors.
	 Connecting with loved ones: Social media bridges the distance between you 
and your family and friends, no matter where they live. Share photos and up-
dates on your life, send birthday wishes, or simply leave a funny comment on 
your grandchild’s latest post. Social media allows you to stay connected in a way 
that phone calls and letters just can’t replicate.
	 Discovering new interests: Social media is bursting with communities dedi-
cated to just about every interest imaginable. Join groups focused on gardening, 
travel, or even classic movies! You’ll be amazed at the wealth of knowledge and 
shared experiences waiting to be discovered.
	 Rekindling old friendships: Remember that classmate from high school or the 
neighbor from down the street you haven’t seen in years? Social media can help 
you reconnect with them! 
	 Learning new skills: Want to learn how to use your new smartphone, perfect 
that crochet stitch, or even bake the perfect pie crust? Chances are, there’s a so-
cial media channel dedicated to teaching you just that.
	 Finding a community: Social media can help you find a community of like-
minded people who share your interests. Whether you’re passionate about cook-
ing or line dancing, or simply enjoy sharing funny cat videos, there’s a group out 
there waiting for you.
	 Of course, with innovation, there’s a learning curve. Don’t worry, there are 
plenty of resources available to help you get started. This is where grand and 
great-grandchildren can contribute. Ask for a quick lesson or take a computer 
class specifically designed for seniors. It’s never too late to embrace new things!
	 There are some basic safety measures we all need to take when using Social 
Media. Remember once you post it, anyone can see it. Think tv commercial. 
Don’t post too much identifying information. It’s not necessary to let everyone 
know you’re away from home for an extended period. Wait until you’ve returned 
to post those vacation pics. If you’re using one of the online platforms to sell 
something like Facebook Market or NextDoor, arrange to meet potential buy-
ers in a well-lit, public place and if possible, take someone with you. Arrange to 
receive payment digitally while you’re standing there. Don’t go directly home, 
especially if you live alone. Run a few errands just to insure you’re not being fol-
lowed. It’s not paranoia if someone’s actually out to get you.
	 Another useful technological advancement is AI. Although the image of a 
senior citizen and artificial intelligence (AI) might conjure up futuristic scenes 
from a sci-fi movie, the reality is far more down-to-earth, and the benefits are 
being felt right now in homes across the country. AI is quietly transforming the 
way seniors live, offering a helping hand with daily tasks, promoting safety and 
well-being, and even fostering social connection.
One of the most significant contributions of AI to senior living is the peace of 
mind it brings to both seniors and their families. Smart home systems powered 
by AI can monitor activity levels and detect potential falls. Imagine a scenario 
where a senior has a fall at home. AI can automatically send an alert to emer-
gency services, ensuring they receive timely help. These same systems can also 
be programmed to manage lights, thermostats, and even medication reminders, 
providing an extra layer of security and convenience.
AI companions like chatbots and robots may be irritating to some (me) they can 
offer companionship and conversation, helping to combat loneliness and bore-
dom. These digital companions can engage in stimulating conversations, play 
games, and even provide reminders for appointments or medication. For some 
seniors, AI companions can be a source of comfort and emotional support.
	 AI is playing an increasingly important role in proactive health management 
for seniors. Wearable devices equipped with AI can track vital signs, monitor 
sleep patterns, and even detect early signs of health problems. The data collect-
ed by these devices can be shared with doctors, allowing them to provide more 
personalized and preventative care.
	 AI-powered virtual assistants can be a valuable tool for seniors who want to 
stay engaged and continue learning. These assistants can answer questions, 
provide directions, and even help with tasks like online shopping and schedul-
ing appointments. Some AI platforms offer personalized learning programs that 
cater to the specific interests and needs of seniors.
	 Some may find AI-powered devices intimidating. Despite the challenges, the 
potential benefits of AI for seniors are vast. From robotic assistants that help 
with daily tasks to AI-powered medication management systems, the future 
looks bright for seniors who embrace the potential of AI.
	 Social media and artificial intelligence are here to stay. As seniors, we’ve 
experienced many changes in day-to-day life. We need to recognize them as re-
sources and maximize their potential to enhance our lives.

Gene Therapy May Cure Rare Diseases. Drugmakers Have Few Incentives 
	 (AP)—Robin Alderman faces an 
agonizing reality: Gene therapy 
might cure her son Camden’s rare, 
inherited immune deficiency. But it’s 
not available to him.
	 In 2022, London-based Orchard 
Therapeutics stopped investing in an 
experimental treatment for the con-
dition, Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome. 

And there are no gene therapy stud-
ies he can join.
	 “We feel like we are the forgotten,” 
said Alderman, who’s advocated for 
her 21-year-old son since he was a 
baby.
	 Collectively, about 350 million 
people worldwide suffer from rare 
diseases, most of which are genetic. 

But each of the 7,000 individual 
disorders affects perhaps a few in a 
million people or less. There’s little 
commercial incentive to develop 
or bring to market these one-time 
therapies to fix faulty genes or re-
place them with healthy ones. This 
leaves families like the Aldermans 
scrambling for help and some trying 
to raise money themselves for cures 
that may never come.
	 “These kids have been unfortunate 
twice: A, because they got a genetic 
disease, and B, because the disease is 
so rare that nobody cares,” said Dr. 
Giulio Cossu, a professor of regen-
erative medicine at the University of 
Manchester in England. “Companies 
want to make a profit.”
	 Scientists say this dynamic threat-
ens to thwart progress in the na-
scent gene therapy field, erasing the 
potential of a new type of medicine 
just as a steady stream of research 
points toward promising treatments 
for various disorders. Researchers 
are seeking solutions, often turning 
to charitable organizations, patient 
groups and governments.
	 A major Italian charity announced 
in February that it’s taking over the 

Wiskott-Aldrich treatment Orchard 
had been pursuing. And an arm of 
the charitable Foundation Fighting 
Blindness helped launch a company, 
Opus Genetics, to advance gene 
therapy work by University of Penn-
sylvania researcher Dr. Jean Bennett 
and a colleague.
	 In many ways, that effort was in-
spired by patients’ families.

	 “Some of them have bake sales. 
One family mortgaged their house to 
give some money for a study for their 
rare disease,” Bennett said. “I just 
feel responsible to help them.”
	 The Aldermans have faced years of 
pain and frustration.
	 Camden Alderman was diagnosed 
as a baby with Wiskott-Aldrich, 
caused by a mutated gene on the X 

chromosome. It primarily affects 
boys – up to 10 out of every million 
— and can cause frequent infections, 
eczema and excessive bleeding.
	 When he was a toddler, doctors 
removed his spleen because of un-
controlled bleeding. As a young boy, 
he wound up in the hospital many 
times and was told he couldn’t play 
baseball.
	 One treatment is a bone marrow 
transplant. But he is Black and has 
Korean heritage, making it difficult 
to find a donor — people are most 
likely to match with someone of sim-
ilar ancestral or ethnic backgrounds. 
Robin Alderman recalls one doctor 
saying: “Basically, your son’s only 
chance at a cure is going to be gene 
therapy.”
	 He also told her researchers 
weren’t then accepting U.S. residents 
into a clinical trial, which “just kind 
of broke my heart,” she said.
	 Today, Camden Alderman is a ris-
ing senior at North Carolina Agricul-
tural and Technical State University. 
He takes penicillin daily and gives 
himself weekly immunoglobulin 

(See GENE THERAPY, P. 7)
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Arts & Culture

By: Audrey Patterson
The 9th Street Journal

	 The lights went out for Wheels 
Fun Park in 2020 after nearly four 
decades of skaters and birthday par-
ties. Now tables are stacked inside 
the darkened interior and an over-
turned shopping cart sits outside 
the weathered building. But by the 
end of 2024, visitors can expect a 
refurbished skating rink with a new 
colorful flourish to its exterior — the 
latest in a growing number of public 
art works across the city. 
	 Project artist Dare Coulter hopes to 
finish final designs by May and install 
the artwork this summer, before the 
opening of the new Wheels Roller 
Skating Rink in the fall. 
	 The initial designs depict scenes of 
people rollerblading alongside iconic 
Durham symbols, like the Black Wall 
Street sign and the Bull City hand 
gesture, done in bright yellows and 
oranges. 
	 “Having the building itself be 
bright and colorful, so that it feels 
like you’re walking into a place of 
celebration…that’s important to me,” 
Coulter said.

By Ms Jheri Worldwide
Staff Writer

	 Recently, a report was referenced 
on the blog of MSNBC host and au-
thor Joy Reid discussing ‘The Black 
Online Disinformation Landscape’ 
by Onyx Impact. Upon researching 
the organization, there were few 
details accessible. Esosa Osa, a 2012 
Duke University graduate, identifies 
as the Founder and CEO of Onyx 
Impact via LinkedIn. The report by 
Onyx Impact asserted on page two, 
“Onyx Impact rejects any attempt 
to use this research to make broad 
generalizations about the Black 
community or fuel divisions within 
the Black diaspora.” However, Onyx 
Impact almost immediately began to 
stoke division by condemning select 
voices subjectively with minimal 
receipts and a truly politically moti-
vated agenda.
	 My first question is who empow-
ered this new and largely unknown 
platform as the moral authority 
on the validity of black content? 
Our spectrum of beliefs are just as 
vast as the hues of our skin. There 
is inherently space for all Black 
voices, because we are all here. On 
page three of the report, six core 
networks are identified. The Break-

Murals And Mosaics Multiply As Public Art Spreads In Durham

Comments, Reactions To ‘Onyx Impact’ Disinformation Report 

Arthur Crudup Wrote The Song That Became Elvis’ First Hit

	 BENCHES, BULLS AND MORE 
	 With a total budget of $143,000, 
the Hoover Road project is one of 
the largest public art installations 
Durham has undertaken since the 
establishment of the city public art 
program in 2011 — an effort that has 
accelerated in the last five years.  
	 Walk through downtown Durham 
and you may notice mosaic-studded 
benches outside Durham Station, 
depicting scenes of wildlife with glass 
and ceramic fragments. Look up on 
Rigsbee Ave. and it’s hard to miss 
the Morgan-Rigsbee Parking Garage, 
adorned with orange, green and blue 
bulls. Drive down Fayetteville Street 
and you’ll see the vibrant portraits of 
prominent Durham citizens painted 
on the side of the newly renovated 
W.D. Hill Recreation Center.  
	 Wheels is a large-scale project, 
part of the $43.3 million “Splash 
and Play” project,  a combination 
of aquatics facility construction and 
renovation to Wheels and nearby 
parks. But even smaller projects 
can get an artistic element through 
the city’s public art program. For 
instance, the city’s renovated truck 
wash at the waste management facil-

fast Club, The Shade Room, Joe 
Budden Podcast, The Stephen A. 
Smith Show, Earn Your Leisure, and 
19Keys. 
	 I’ll address each platform individ-
ually, let’s start with The Breakfast 
Club. Currently hosted by Char-
lemagne The God, DJ Envy, and 
Jess Hilarious, this platform has a 
colorful past with many viral mo-
ments and memes. They have not 
consistently been a positive resource 
for the culture. However, their reach 
is vast, and they do not shy away 
from difficult topics or guests which 
is commendable. I believe the hosts 
of The Breakfast Club need to ask 
themselves serious questions about 
what their impact on the culture is 
and what their legacy will be. I dis-
agree with Onxy Impact’s assertion 
that The Breakfast Club promotes 
disinformation, I do believe they fail 
to be a positive representation of 
our culture and community. 
	 Next, I’ll briefly address the Ste-
phen A. Smith Show, this is the 
principle alignment I see when it 
comes to misinformation. Stephen 
A. Smith recently ranted on his 
show about how the community is 
still mad at Will Smith, in an obvi-
ous attempt to discourage people 
from supporting the latest Bad 

Above: Dare Coulter is designing the artwork to adorn the renovated Wheels 
Roller Skating Rink. Photo of Coulter courtesy of Lauren Lindley Photography

Above: A mosaic-covered bench by Durham Station. Photo by Abigail Brom-
berger — The 9th Street Journal

Above: Multi-colored bulls adorn the Morgan-Rigsbee Parking Garage. Photo 
by Audrey Patterson — The 9th Street Journal

ity now boasts an interior mural of 
cartoon trash receptacles. 
	 The public art program got a big 
boost in 2011, when the City Council 
passed a resolution establishing the 
“percent-for-art program.” This pro-
gram allows up to 1% of the Capital 
Improvement Project budget to be 
set aside for public art projects. In 
addition, the city’s arts fund dedi-
cates money for public art projects 
in every year’s budget, said Rebecca 
Brown, cultural and public art pro-
gram manager for the city. For the 
last seven years, $75,000 has been 
allocated to this fund. 
	 “When you have a capital improve-
ment project, it could be building a 
new fire station, or renovating an old 
building…we get a percent of that 
budget, the construction budget, that 
can go to public art,” Brown said..
	 The Durham Cultural Advisory 
Board and its subcommittee, the 
Public Art Committee, guide project 
selection. The City Council has the 
final say in approving the projects.
	 Although these committees have 
been around since their establish-
ment in 2010 and 2011, Brown says 
the program became more robust in 

Boys film. I’ve discussed this viral 
clip with as many black people as I 
could find who watched it, and no 
one agreed with Stephen A. Smith’s 
perspective. It’s also challenging 
to value and listen to a sports com-
mentator with limited athletic expe-
rience. Stephen A. Smith’s opinions 
are often his own, however, due to 
his large platform, he can push mis-
information or his personal agenda. 
I can understand placing the Ste-
phen A. Smith show on this list. 
	 The Shade Room is another place 
where misinformation could thrive, 
depending on how serious the ob-
server is about the platform. Be-
ginning with a Media Take Out, or 
World Star Hip Hop type of vibe, 
The Shade Room has evolved into a 
valid media outlet with almost thirty 
million followers. The issue for me 
is the type of content they share, of-
ten the representation of the culture 
fails to be positive or productive 
and there is a rush to break stories 
regardless of the validity, similarly 
to TMZ. While I feel TSR is at times 
detrimental to our upward mobility, 
their voice is relevant yet not alto-
gether serious. The Shade Room can 
fuel misinformation but not many 
consider their information to be 
consistently serious. 

2019. Since then, over 20 public art 
projects have been facilitated by the 
City of Durham, with city funds and 
also through state funding and exter-
nal grants and collaborations. 
	 On April 25 a steel and porce-
lain mosaic historical sculpture at 
Merrick-Moore Park across from the 
Wheels site, depicting the roots of the 
Merrick-Moore community, will be 
publicly unveiled. Additionally, 2-D 
vinyl artworks at new solar-powered 
bus shelters across Durham are to be 
completed this year. 
	 “We now have more staff to sup-
port and provide technical assistance 
for local artists,” said Brown.
	 Durham is not alone in its efforts 
to attract and commission local pub-
lic art projects. Chapel Hill, which 
established a similar percent for art 
ordinance in 2001, has sponsored 
murals, 3D projects, banners and 
more. Raleigh also has various grant 
and funding initiatives designed to 
encourage public art. 
	 A space for the ‘weird and unique’
	 In Durham, meanwhile, the 
Wheels Roller Skating Rink project 
leads a list of upcoming public art 
projects that will take shape in the 

	 Next, The Joe Budden Podcast, 
similarly to The Shade Room is 
well-trafficked with 1.4 million fol-
lowers on YouTube however overall 
not deep, simply entertainment. 
As a rapper, Joe Budden had one 
memorable song, ‘Pump it Up.’ As a 
journalist, one memorable interview 
where he walked off mid-conversa-
tion during the BET Awards while 
talking to rap group The Migos. 
Overall, I can’t speak to The Joe 
Budden Podcast because I don’t 
watch it or find it relevant, not sure 
why he was mentioned. There are 
way more dangerous platforms for 
example, DJ Akademics. 
	 Let’s address my major issues 
with this report. Before reading 
the Onyx Impact report, I read the 
article on the Reid Out Blog by 
Joy Reid and her team. My initial 
thought was a lyric by Jay-Z on 
THE CARTERS album when he said 
“Haters dreading my effect” on the 
track BLACK EFFECT. I truly value 
Joy Reid as a journalist, author, and 
political commentator, however, 
her impact on the culture is not 
touching the impact of Earn Your 
Leisure. Joy Reid is not bringing 
20,000 people to the Georgia World 
Conference Center annually to talk 
about personal finance, business, 

next few years. Come fall, the exte-
rior of the building will be brightly 
decorated, and adorned with “two-
layer drawing[s] made out of metal” 
that interact with the building and 
stand in front of it. 
	 Although Coulter is a veteran 
muralist, she decided against simply 
painting the building’s corrugated 
surface, noting that murals fade 
eventually. Dare hopes her piece at 
Wheels can withstand time. 
	 Coulter said about the project.“I 
believe that I’m creating something 
that I’ve never seen before.” 
	 “Can we put art in every possible 
place that it can fit?” Coulter asked. 
“The more that we can do with the 
budget, the better for me… because 
immersive experiences are nice, and 
I believe communities deserve good 
art.” 
	 Coulter was selected for the project 
out of 35 applicants by a panel of 
residents, Cultural Advisory Board, 
Public Art Committee and city staff 
members. 
	 Part of the project budget has been 
set aside for community engagement. 
Coulter has published the project’s 
initial designs and is surveying com-

munity members about their rela-
tionship with the former skating rink 
and what they want to see in the art 
piece. 
	 She is also hosting a “Roller Skate 
Party” community engagement event 
related to the project on April 26 in 
Durham Central Park, with skating 
and a DJ. Coulter says she will be 
taking pictures so she can reference 
community scenes as she creates her 
final art piece. “I want it to be that…
the people that they see in the piece, 
remind them of themselves,” she 
said. 
	 Durham’s public art programming 
initiatives may have come later than 
other area cities’, but its collection of 
works is expanding rapidly. Coulter 
says that Durham’s “artsy” nature al-
lows for a diverse array of projects to 
take shape. 
	 “I think you need space for stuff 
to be weird and unique. And I be-
lieve that Durham is in a position to 
be able to be a city that forefronts 
unique and innovative art because 
they have funding available to make 
that happen,” Coulter said. “And they 
have a culture that supports innova-
tion.”

and countless other topics. The fact 
that Earn Your Leisure has never 
been on The Reid Out is actually a 
bit concerning. We’ve written about 
EYL and their annual event Invest-
Fest in past issues of The Carolin-
ian. 
	 If Earn Your Leisure wasn’t 
teaching the culture about the stock 
market and introducing us to folks 
like Ian Dunlap, Don Peoples, Arian 
Simone and so many others, then 
who would be? Prior to following 
EYL my financial education resourc-
es were where Rich Dad, Poor Dad 
and Dave Ramsey. Neither spoke 
my language or gave me action 
steps to execute profitable trades. 
I’m not saying EYL is hater proof 
but they are an asset not a liability 
to the culture. For Onyx Impact to 
shine a negative light on EYL is 
unsettling and shows the writer of 
the report did not thoroughly vet 
this media outlet. The resources and 
information that Troy and Rashad 
continue to bring truly elevate the 
culture. In January, The Wall Street 
Journal reported, “Nearly 40% of 
Black Americans owned stocks in 
2022, up from just under a third in 
2016, according to the most recent 
Federal Reserve data.” There is a di-
rect correlation between the content 

and conversations cultivated and 
inspired by EYL and this stat. 
	 Finally, I’d like to address 19Keys. 
The sentiments shared about Keys 
remind me of when Lil Kim said, 
“If I was you I would hate me too.” 
19Keys is carrying himself in a 
way men aim to be and elevating 
everyone around him simultane-
ously. After all, his agendas include 
promoting reading, encouraging 
working out, and building the black 
family. Where is the problem or the 
detrimental agenda? Is it the mili-
tary aesthetic? Is it his allegiance to 
the Nation of Islam? Why condemn 
19Keys when he is actively raising 
the consciousness of the culture and 
asking folks to do better? Stay tuned 
for more information about 19Keys 
in our October issues.
	 I’m not sure why this unprovoked 
crabs-in-a-bucket-style attack was 
aimed at Black media outlets when 
there are a plethora of threats we 
could be researching and address-
ing. Perhaps this is a diversionary 
tactic to direct people to said plat-
forms. Either way, there is space for 
all Black voices in the media land-
scape. I encourage all Black content 
creators and newsmakers to be the 
change they would like to see in the 
culture. 

(See ARTHUR CRUDUP, P. 12)

	 FRANKTOWN, Va. (AP) — Arthur 
“Big Boy” Crudup helped invent rock 
‘n’ roll.
	 His 1946 song “That’s All Right,” 
an easygoing shrug to a lover, would 
become the first single Elvis Presley 
ever released. Rod Stewart would 
sing it on a chart-topping album. Led 
Zeppelin would play it live.
	 But you wouldn’t have known it if 
you saw Crudup living out his later 
years on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, 
dressed in coveralls and leading a 
crew picking cucumbers, tomatoes 
and sweet potatoes.
	 Despite being dubbed “the father 
of rock ‘n’ roll,” Crudup received 
scant songwriting royalties in his 
lifetime because of a recording con-
tract that funneled the money to his 
original manager. Crudup died 50 
years ago, leaving behind one of the 
starker accounts of 20th century art-
ist exploitation.
	 “Of course materialistic things 
don’t mean everything,” says Prech-
elle Crudup Shannon, a granddaugh-
ter. “But they took so much more 
than just money. They left him with 
all of the burdens of a poor Black 
man. And even more so because they 
left him with a broken heart.”
	 In recent years, Crudup has re-
ceived flashes of recognition. He was 
briefly portrayed by Gary Clark Jr. 
in the 2022 biopic “Elvis” and men-
tioned last year by a California repa-
rations task force examining the long 
history of discrimination against 
African Americans.

	 The 70th anniversary of Presley 
recording “That’s All Right” was Fri-
day — many historians consider July 
5 a cultural milestone — and comes 
as the state of Virginia plans a high-
way marker honoring Crudup.
	 “Among others who covered Crud-
up were the Beatles, B.B. King, and 

Elton John,” the marker will state. 
“Rarely receiving royalties, Crudup 
supported his family as a laborer and 
farm worker.”
	 ‘A brand new thing’
	 Crudup was born in 1905 in For-
est, Mississippi, and started singing 
the blues when he was about 10, he 

told Blues Unlimited magazine. By 
14, he was working in a foundry. It 
wasn’t until his 30s that he took up 
the guitar. Self-taught, he played 
parties and nightclubs in the Missis-
sippi Delta.
	 In Chicago, seeking a better job, 
he busked and slept in a crate under 

an L station. One evening on a street 
corner, Crudup met Lester Melrose, 
a white field agent for Bluebird Re-
cords.
	 “He put a dollar in my hand and 
asked me to play,” Crudup told High 
Fidelity magazine.
	 Arguments abound over who 
wrote the first rock ‘n’ roll song. But 
“That’s All Right,” mixing elements 
of blues and country, stakes a strong 
claim.
	 “It doesn’t sound like country, it 
doesn’t sound like blues, although 
I can hear them in there,” says Joe 
Burns, a professor of communica-
tions and media studies at South-
eastern Louisiana University. “It 
really is a brand new thing.”
	 Crudup recorded some 80 songs 
for Bluebird between 1941 and 1956, 
including “That’s All Right,” “My 
Baby Left Me” and “So Glad You’re 
Mine.” He held the rights to none.
	 His original manager had them.
	 “I wouldn’t record anybody unless 
he signed all his rights in those tunes 
over to me,” Melrose once said, ac-
cording to Alan Lomax’s book, “Mis-
ter Jelly Roll.”
	 Crudup spent years off and on 
in Chicago, recording songs there 
and returning south by bus to work 
jobs in Mississippi. One was hauling 
trash for $28.44 a week.
	 “I had the family to take care of, a 
car note to pay off, a gas bill, a light 
bill,” Crudup said. He left music in 
his early 50s to work on farms.
	 ‘A kind of hillbilly record’

	 In 1954, Presley was on a break 
during his tryout session in Sun 
Studios when “this song popped into 
my mind that I had heard years ago,” 
according to Peter Guralnick’s book, 
“Last Train to Memphis.”
	 Sam Phillips, the studio’s legend-
ary founder, immediately recognized 
Crudup’s song. Phillips was amazed 
the 19-year-old knew it and felt his 
version “came across with a fresh-
ness and an exuberance.”
	 A Memphis, Tennessee, radio 
station soon broadcast Presley’s 
recording. The response was “instan-
taneous,” with phone calls and tele-
grams asking the station to replay it, 
Guralnick wrote.
	 “It was by far Elvis’s biggest seller 
on the Sun label and set him off on 
what would soon become his almost 
unimaginable path to stardom,” Gu-
ralnick tells The Associated Press.
	 Although Crudup is often elided 
from accounts of Presley’s rise, the 
singer did publicly credit the song-
writer.
	 “Down in Tupelo, Mississippi, I 
used to hear old Arthur Crudup bang 
his box the way I do now,” Presley 
told The Charlotte Observer in 1956, 
“and I said if I ever got to the place I 
could feel all old Arthur felt, I’d be a 
music man like nobody ever saw.”
	 Crudup himself liked Presley’s in-
terpretation.
	 “He made it into a kind of hillbilly 
record,” Crudup later told the Los 
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Community

JW Lign Alumni Association celebrated The 43rd Alumni Asso-
ciation Reunion on Saturday, July 6th at John Chavis Memorial 
Park. The first floor meeting hall was alive with activity as Ligon 
Alums celebrated, and remembered the old times and the new. 
Janet Jones Jeffries, at the podium, gave the welcome, followed 
by presentations by Commissioner Donald Wayne Mial, Frances 
Lonnette Williams, and Mary Hinton Goode. Hickman Carrington 
read the roll call, and JW Ligon Alumni Association President, 
Toney Bethea, thanked everyone for “Making it a Great Celebra-
tion!” Paul R. Jervay Jr. Photos 

F&M Bank Backs Montague Plaza 

	 SALISBURY, NC - F&M Bank is 
proud to support Montague Plaza, 
featuring 14 Black-owned business-
es, with $4 million in financing.
	 Opening in 2024 off Rock Quar-
ry Road in southeast Raleigh, the 
16,000-square-foot Montague Plaza 
will feature Black-owned businesses 
ranging from retail to professional 
services to educational programs for 
residents as well as students at adja-
cent Southeast Raleigh Magnet High 
School. The programs will include 
focus on math, science, financial lit-
eracy and entrepreneurship.
	 Raleigh native and F7 Develop-
ment International President James 
“Monte” Montague is behind the 
development, which will shape this 
community for generations.
	 “I wasn’t looking for a national an-

chor chain. I was looking for people 
who are from the area, born and 
raised, that want to give back and 
sow back into the area — not just 
take money out of the community,” 
said Montague. “Sometimes it’s 
hard for kids from undeserved com-
munities to see themselves pursu-
ing STEM-based careers, especially 
when they might be the first person 
in their family to attend college. We 
want to make sure they have the 
confidence and support to build the 
future they want.”
	 Change may be inevitable, but 
change for the better takes planning, 
passion and commitment. Thanks 
to Montague, who grew up directly 
across the street from the develop-
ment, everything about Montague 
Plaza has been designed to inspire 

the next generation while creating 
concrete opportunities.
	 After learning about the project 
and the vision behind it, F&M Bank 
jumped on board to finance the $4 
million venture. With its focus on 
retaining talent, promoting local 
success and enhancing quality of 
life, Montague Plaza embodies ev-
erything F&M Bank believes about 
community involvement.
	 “It’s been an honor to partner with 
Monte and watch his vision come 
to life,” says F&M Bank Chairman 
& CEO Steve Fisher, “and we can’t 
wait to witness the positive effects 
it will have on this community.” For 
more information about F&M Bank’s 
community initiatives, please visit 
fmbnc.com/connect/community-
connection.

	 JETSETTING—Beta Phi Chapter, Dr. Jorim Reid Sr, who is the 
Director of the Morgan State University Marching Band, led the 
band as they became the first HBCU Marching Band to participate 
in the 80th Anniversary of D-Day in Paris France. The memorial 
parade was part of an international ceremony to honor those who 
fought to liberate Europe in WWII. President Biden and other for-
eign dignitaries were in attendance.

infusions under his skin, which help 
fight infection. Still, he’s landed in 
the hospital a few times in recent 
years and has developed a kidney 
problem.
	 While he doesn’t view gene ther-
apy as a cure-all, he said, “it would 
just help me kind of lead an easier 
life.”
	 That’s proved true for patients 
who underwent the experimental 
therapy, such as Dr. Priya Stephen’s 
14-year-old son, who participated in 
a clinical trial in Italy that accepted 
Americans at the time.
	 While Stephen is grateful, she 
said, she can’t help feeling guilty 
that her family got an opportunity 
others don’t: “It’s ethically just not 
acceptable to have a treatment that 
we know works, that we know is safe, 
that people all of a sudden can’t ac-
cess.”
	 For a while, it seemed gene thera-
py for Wiskott-Aldrich was on track 
for wider availability. Genethon, a 
French nonprofit research organiza-
tion, sponsored promising clinical 
trials but didn’t have funding to 
continue development, CEO Frédéric 
Revah said.
	 Drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline 
transferred another therapy to Or-
chard, which announced in 2019 that 
it had secured a designation from the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
meant to speed up development and 
review. But Orchard discontinued 
investment in this and two other 
rare-disease treatments a couple of 
years ago, with CEO Dr. Bobby Gas-
par saying the company sympathized 
with affected families and would 
look for other ways to advance the 
therapies.
	 “There’s a huge number of diseas-
es out there that could benefit from 
gene therapy but for which there is 
no profitability model because the 
investment for research is high, the 
cost of production is high and the 
number of patients is very low,” Re-
vah said.
	 Most genetic conditions are rare 
— each affecting fewer than 200,000 
people in the U.S. at any given time. 
Research hasn’t made it past early 
stages for many of them.
	 Lacey Henderson’s daughter, 
5-year-old Estella, has alternating 
hemiplegia of childhood, a neurolog-
ical condition that affects 300 people 
in the U.S. Estella is cognitively de-
layed, has limited use of her hands 

and becomes temporarily paralyzed 
in part or all of her body, Henderson 
said. Medications can curb symp-
toms, but there’s no cure.
	 Her Iowa family fundraises 
through a GoFundMe and a website 
to develop a gene therapy. They’ve 
brought in around $200,000.
	 “We have three different projects 
with various researchers,” Hender-
son said. “But the problem is every-
thing is underfunded.”
	 Financial disincentives plague the 
process, from drug discovery to de-
velopment, scientists say.
	 The amount of work to get from 
a lab to human testing and through 
the drug-approval process is “in-
credibly expensive,” said Dr. Donald 
Kohn, professor of microbiology, 
immunology and molecular genetics 
at the University of California, Los 
Angeles.
	 In the last couple of years, he said, 
gene-therapy investment has largely 
dried up.
	 “If you have to spend $20 million 
or $30 million to get approval and 
you have five or 10 patients a year, 
it’s hard to get a return on invest-
ment,” Kohn said. “So we have suc-
cessful, safe therapies, but it’s more 
the financial, economic elements 
that are limiting them from becom-
ing approved drugs.”
	 Ultimately, most biotechnology 
companies become public and must 
focus on shareholder profit, said 
Francois Vigneault, CEO of the Se-
attle biotech Shape Therapeutics.
	 “The board is the thing that gets 
in the way; they’re trying to maxi-
mize gain,” said Vigneault, whose 
company is privately held. “That’s 
just greed. That’s just incentive mis-
aligned between corporate company 
structure and what we should do 
that’s good for the world.”
	 Even when treatments make it to 
market, they might not stay there. 
The same year Orchard stopped in-
vesting in the Wiskott-Aldrich treat-
ment, it also stopped distributing 
a drug called Strimvelis, approved 
in Europe to treat the rare disease 
ADA-SCID, or “bubble boy syn-
drome.”
	 ‘Massive challenge’
	 Claire Booth, professor of gene 
therapy and pediatric immunology at 
University College London, is among 
those working for change. She co-
founded Access to Gene Therapies 
for Rare Disease, which brings to-

gether people across Europe repre-
senting academic groups, patient 
advocates, regulators, funders and 
drugmakers. They hope to create an 
independent nonprofit that can sup-
port market authorization and access 
to therapies that aren’t commercially 
sustainable.
	 A related effort in the U.S., The 
Bespoke Gene Therapy Consor-
tium, was organized by the Foun-
dation for the National Institutes 
of Health and includes the FDA, 
various NIH institutes, and several 
drug companies and nonprofits. 
The group’s goals include support-
ing a handful of clinical trials and 
exploring ways to streamline regu-
latory processes.

Gene Therapy—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

By Cash Michaels
Contributing writer

	 Calling two new proposed con-
stitutional amendments “litigation 
stunts,” the NC NAACP, Forward 
Justice and the Southern Environ-
mental Law Center are blasting 
Republican legislative leaders for 
unveiling them in an alleged effort to 
bolster two previous constitutional 
amendments already  in litigation.
	 According to a release from the 
progressive legal group, “Forward 
Justice,” Earlier this month a three-
judge panel held a status conference 
in the N.C. NAACP’s case challeng-
ing two constitutional amendments 
initiated by an illegally racially ger-
rymandered legislature. The panel 
ordered the attorneys to propose a 
plan for next steps, including discov-
ery, by the end of this week.”
	 The release continued, “ A couple 
of days after this status conference, 
the legislature introduced two new 
constitutional amendments related 
to the two already being challenged 
by N.C. NAACP in court:  One about 

NC NAACP Calls Two Proposed Amendments “Stunts”
photo Voter ID – that would modify 
the constitution to say that voters 
voting by mail are required to show 
ID, and another on the State income 
tax cap - lowering it to 5%.  Over the 
long term, these amendments would 
enshrine regressive policies into 
our constitution that would make it 
harder for marginalized groups to 
vote and starve our state of funds for 
things we all need like public schools 
and environmental protection.”
	 Forward Justice alleges that “It 
seems far from coincidental that 
legislative leaders have chosen to 
advance two amendments so close in 
aspect to the amendments that are 
the subject of their lawsuit just as 
discovery is about to begin.”
	 NC NAACP Pres. Deborah Dicks 
Maxwell sad, ““In 2017, a federal 
court found that North Carolina leg-
islators were targeting Black voters 
‘with surgical precision’; and nearly a 
decade later we continue to see some 
of these same legislators deploying 
new tactics in their ongoing assault 
on voting rights– all while trying to 
conceal their bad actions from the 

public.
	 “While these relentless attacks 
are infuriating, they underscore the 
power of the people- and the fear 
that these legislative leaders have 
of that power. Of our power. We 
will not back down,” Ms. Maxwell 
continued. “We will not allow these 
elected officials to roll back the free-
doms that people sacrificed their 
very lives to gain. We will continue 
to pursue every legal challenge to 
these discriminatory laws and en-
courage every eligible voter to make 
their voices heard at the polls this 
November.”
	 According to Forward Justice, 
“This case began in 2018, when 
the N.C. NAACP challenged two 
constitutional amendment ballot 
questions – one imposing a photo 
ID requirement to vote and one low-
ering the state income tax cap – on 
the grounds that the North Carolina 
legislature was only able to achieve 
the constitutionally required su-
permajority by relying on the racial 
gerrymander. In 2017, the districts 
were deemed not only unconstitu-

tional, but also one of the largest 
racial gerrymanders ever encoun-
tered by a federal court. However, 
before remedial elections took place, 
the legislators rushed to use their 
unconstitutional power to place 
amendments on the ballot to change 
the state’s constitution. Without the 
illegal racial gerrymandering, the 
legislature could not have met the 
constitutionally-required threshold 
to propose any of these constitution-
al amendments.”
	 Forward Justice continued, “In 
2019, a Wake County Superior Court 
judge ruled for the NC NAACP and 
declared the amendments void. That 
ruling was overturned in a two to 
one decision of the N.C. Court of Ap-
peals, which brought the matter to 
the Supreme Court. In 2022, the NC 
Supreme Court ruled in favor of N.C. 
NAACP that racially gerrymandered 
legislatures do not have unlimited 
authority to change North Carolina’s 
constitution, and sent this case back 
to the trial court for additional fact-
finding.” 
	 “Under that ruling the Tax Cap 

Amendment and the Photo Voter 
ID Amendment are currently void. 
On August 2, 2023, the trial court 
transferred this matter to a three-
judge panel; and a panel of judges 
was assigned to this case on De-
cember 1, 2023. The Supreme Court 

remanded the case to the trial court 
for further factual findings and to as-
sess whether the two constitutional 
amendments in question are the 
types of amendments the racially 
gerrymandered legislature lacked the 
power to place on the ballot.”

Holding On To History: Rock Quarry
	 RALEIGH— On Saturday, June 
29th, Dr. Kimberly Muktarian spoke 
to a group gathered at MLK Memo-
rial Gardens to discuss the Preserva-
tion of the Rock Quarry area and it’s 
long history with the city and state.
	 The event was a communing of 
local government reps, activist orga-
nizations and those who live in the 
community. 
	 In a recent 2nd Quarter report re-
leased by the City of Raleigh’s Police 

Department, the homicide rate had 
risen 75% year over year. This statis-
tic is very concerning to the residents 
that live on the periphery of the 
downtown corridor, which is where 
many of the crimes occurred.
	 The history surrounding the Rock 
Quarry reaches back to 1833 when 
the quarry was built. Rocks from the 
quarry were used to build Central 
Prison, the first of its kind in the 
state, as well as the Capital Building 

that sits at the center of downtown 
Raleigh. 
	 The goal of this event was to get 
both the city and state to recog-
nize the slave labor that went into 
building these two institutions. In 
addition, the group wants a equal 
beautification project done on the 
Rock Quarry Rd. corridor, similar to 
the ones being done downtown on 
Fayetteville Street.
	 The push for recognition and 
beautification is accelerated due to 
the overwhelming effects of Urban 
Renewal, which has seen most of the 
historically Black neighborhoods in 
Raleigh completely gentrified. 
	 County Commissioner Tara Wa-
ters and Wake County Board Mem-
ber Monika Johnson-Hostler were in 
attendance to receive requests from 
the group in hopes that those re-
quests will be presented to the com-
mission and the Wake County Board. 
	 The City of Raleigh recently apolo-
gized for its roll in urban renewal 
which lead to its Black citizens being 
disenfranchised. This group, com-
prised of Raleigh Pact, Emancipate, 
NC Black Alliance, Katch the Kite 
and the SOS Agency are asking for 
a disparity study as well as a socio-
economic impact study. The study’s 
should yield the results of “engi-

neered poverty” according to Dr. 
Muktarian.
	 The downtown corridor is con-
tinuously expanding into areas that 
were previously labeled as “black 
neighborhoods.” This expansion 
has driven up the cost of living and 
driven out those who had called this 
area home for generations.
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what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

	 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

I KNEW YOU BEFORE YOU 
WERE BORN

Psalm 138:13-18; 139:15-17
By: John L. Caldwell, Pastor

New Jerusalem Baptist Cathedral
	 Today it sounds somewhat strange 
to hear anyone tell us, “I knew you 
before you were born.” Today it 
would sound even stranger to hear 
someone say,” I knew you before you 
were even formed in your mother’s 
womb.” Such words could not have 
come from anyone living here upon 
the earth. Such language or state-
ment is not the words of man but of 
God. This is God’s language. This 
is spiritual talk coming from God 
Himself. It is obvious God knows us 
before and even after we are born. 
When God takes note of anyone 
today, God is calling someone for 
an appointed work before and even 
after we are born. God will set the 
time when His assignment for us will 
begin.
	 In the case of David, God called 
him when he was just a young shep-
herd boy. However, David did not 
come to his assignment until he was 
thirty years of age. This is when he 
first became king over Israel.
	 In the case of Jeremiah, God 
called and ordained him a prophet 
while he was yet in his mother’s 
womb. Jeremiah was a young boy 
when God first told him to preach 

warnings of judgment to the inhabit-
ants of Judah (the tribes of Benjamin 
and Judah surrounding Jerusalem) 
who had strayed away from God. 
God’s promise of a Land filled with 
milk and honey did not out-weigh 
the people’s lust for idol worship 
(Jeremiah 1:16).
	 God spoke these words to Jeri-
miah when he was a very young boy. 
“Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you; before you were born, 
I sanctified you; I ordained you a 
prophet to the nations (Jeremiah 
1:5).
	 When God pre-ordains one to be a 
prophet before birth, this is an indi-
cation that a prophet is needed right 
away. Jeremiah preached and proph-
esied for more than forty years to 
Judah without anyone repenting or 
returning to the Lord. Jeremiah was 
timid as a young man and was re-
luctant to accept the call to be God’s 
spokesman. God, however, reached 
out and touched the young man’s 
mouth imparting to him the words 
he would need to speak (Jeremiah 
1:9).
	 God informed Jeremiah earlier 
on that he would face stiff opposi-
tion from the people. “They will 
fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail against you (Jeremiah 1:19). 
Jeremiah was beaten and impris-
oned. At one point in his ministry 

Jeremiah was thrown into a muddy 
cistern sinking into the filthy mire 
(Jeremiah 38:6). God had much to 
say through His prophet. In spite of 
what this prophet suffered, he never 
strayed from his ministry. Jeremiah 
knew he was called.
	 Jeremiah’s Book of Lamentations 
records the awful scenes of suffer-
ing, hunger, rape, and cannibalism 
among the people of Judah. This is 
the result of the King of Babylon sur-
rounding the city, cutting off water 
and food supply to starve out the in-
habitants in Judah. Then Judah was 
taken into captivity for seventy years 
for not allowing the land to rest for 
a year every seventh year. Israel dis-
obeyed this commandment for 490 
years.
	 Jeremiah’s book contained more 
words of preaching and prophecy 
than any other book in the Bible.
What is the take-away of God call-
ing servants into the ministry before 
they are even born? God needs a 
tough person for a tough job to 
heed and warn the people of God’s 
pending judgement. This is still true 
today in that God is calling servants 
into the ministry before they are 
born calling upon them to warn the 
people today of Christ’s return as we 
march toward the end times.

BEAT THE HEAT
	 “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego replied to the king, “O Ne-
buchadnezzar, we have no need 
to answer you in this matter…At 
this, Nebuchadnezzar was filled with 
rage, and the expression on his face 
changed toward Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. He gave orders to 
heat the furnace seven times hotter 
than usual, and he commanded some 
mighty men of valor in his army to tie 
up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego and throw them into the blazing 
fiery furnace.”  Daniel 3:16–20 MSB
	 When I was a child, we didn’t have 
air conditioning in the church, our 
schools, or at home. Do you remem-
ber those days? To beat the heat at 
church, we raised the windows and 
passed out fans supplied by our local 
funeral homes. Almost everyone car-
ried a pocket handkerchief to wipe 
the dripping sweat from their faces. 
	 Extreme heat kills around 1,220 
people annually in the U.S., with 
ambulances dispatched thousands of 
times due to heat-related illnesses. 
One diabetic man felt nauseated be-
fore going out in 108-degree weather. 
His family later found him, and he 
died with a core body temperature 
of 107 degrees. Another woman on 
drugs, evicted from her home, was 
found dead in her car, with heat expo-
sure worsening her condition.
	 Meteorologists reported record 
heat deaths in 2023, with 2024 po-
tentially deadlier. Despite heat advi-
sories and warnings, deaths continue 
each year.
	 This Sermon is about three deaths 
that were supposed to be recorded. 
However, the Biblical recording made 
during those turbulent times for 
Jews ended up as breaking news in 
the Book of Daniel in Chapter 3. This 
story is still revered today as what 
I would call “a Biblical record of a 
victory” for three boys who were sup-
posed to die due to heat.
	 These three Hebrew boys were 

thrown into an actual fiery furnace 
because they refused to worship King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s golden idol.
	 Daniel Chapter 3 says that King 
Nebuchadnezzar sent word to assem-
ble all his officials of the provinces to 
attend the dedication of the statue. 
	 Nations and people of every lan-
guage were commanded: As soon as 
they heard the sound of all kinds of 
music, they were to fall down and 
worship his golden statue.
	 And the king declared that whoever 
did not fall down, and worship would 
immediately be thrown into the blaz-
ing fiery furnace. [I’ve heard of people 
being thrown under the bus, but this 
man wanted to throw people into a 
fiery furnace seven times hotter than 
normal].
	 But these three young boys beat 
the heat, and I believe they did be-
cause they were on one accord. If 
people do something on one accord, 
they do it together and in complete 
agreement:
	 Paul says in Roman 15:5 KJV, “May 
the God who gives endurance and 
encouragement give you the same at-
titude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, so that with one 
mind and one voice you may glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Rather than compromise 
their faith, they stood firm, trusting 
that God would deliver them from the 
Fire. 
	 I believe they beat the heat because 
they had plenty of faith. James 1:4 
suggests that believers should add 
to their faith so they would become 
fruitful, complete, and lacking noth-
ing. 
	 Although the odds were stacked 
against them, they saw deliverance 
and had the Faithful Resilience to 
know that if the outcome was not in 
their favor, there still was no way they 
could lose. I say to you, as believers, 
you must realize that your faith in the 
All-Mighty God determines your out-
come in life.

	 The Bible says that the ones that 
threw them in were the ones that got 
burned up. You know, things have a 
way of backfiring on people whose 
lives are centered around falsehoods.
	 But amazingly, the story goes on 
to say that King Nebuchadnezzar 
jumped up in amazement and said, 
“I see four men, unbound and un-
harmed, walking around in the Fire, 
and the fourth looks like a son of 
God!”
	 Hallelujah!!! They had a Savior in 
the midst of the Fire, and I want you 
to know that today, Hallelujah!!! that 
we do, too. Jesus says in Matthew 
18:20, “For where two or three are 
gathered together in my name; there 
am I in the midst of them.”
	 Remember this: THE DEVIL wants 
you to spend all your time TRYING 
TO PUT FIRES OUT here and there… 
but if you keep your trust in God and 
stand wherever you are in Faith, God 
will take care of you.
	 Look at the clothes you put on. Are 
they burned? Are you wearing a hos-
pital gown? Are you in a straitjacket? 
Do you have shackles on your feet? 
Do you look like you just came out of 
a coal mine? Is your MIND full of the 
devil’s depressing soot that troubles 
you? Or is your mind full of God’s 
Power to deliver you?
	 I know the Crowd of people and 
the politicians of this province 
thought these three young boys were 
fools about to burn to a crisp, but 
because they had that “If-not-ness” 
kind of faith, God worked a Miracle 
on their behalf! 
	 You know, sometimes you must 
play the role of a fool, to fool the fools 
that think they’re fooling you. They 
declared that they knew he was able 
to do it. They beat the heat, and as 
believers, I want you to know that we 
can, too!
	 To view complete sermons by Pas-
tor William Eli Ratcliff and Associate 
Ministers, please visit our YouTube 
channel. Thank you.

Paying Reparations For Slavery 
Is Possible – Based On A Study 
Of Federal Compensations
By Linda J. Bilmes and 
Cornell William Brooks

Harvard Kennedy School

	 As Americans celebrated June-
teenth, legislation for a commission to 
study reparations for harms resulting 
from the enslavement of nearly 4 mil-
lion people has languished in Congress 
for more than 30 years.
	 Though America has yet to begin 
compensating Black Americans for 
past and ongoing racial harms, our 
new research published in the Rus-
sell Sage Foundation Journal in June 
2024, refutes one of the key argu-
ments against making reparation 
payments – that they would be too 
difficult and expensive for the federal 
government to administer.
	 We discovered hundreds of cases 
and analyzed more than 70 programs 
in which the federal government pays 
what we term “reparatory compensa-
tion” to millions of Americans.
	 The long history of US compensa-
tion
	 Since the 1930s, the U.S. govern-
ment has made payments for many 
types of nonracial harms, including 
personal injury, illness, disease, fi-
nancial loss, natural disasters, market 
failures and social injustices.
	 In 1988, for example, the U.S. gov-
ernment paid reparations to Japanese 
Americans – and in some cases, their 
descendants – who were forced into 
internment camps during World War 
II.
	 In another example, starting in the 
1990s, Congress passed a series of 
laws to compensate people in 12 west-
ern states and the Marshall Islands 
who were exposed to dangerous levels 
of radiation from the government’s 
nuclear testing program that occurred 
in the 1940s and 1950s. Since 1990, 
these programs have compensated 
some 135,000 victims and paid out 
US$28 billion to these victims and to 
some of their heirs.
	 America has paid compensation to 
coal miners  who have contracted lung 
diseases, farmers who have endured 
crop failures and fishermen facing de-
pleted fish stocks.
	 The federal government has also 
paid compensation to victims of ter-
rorism, wrongful convictions and 
natural disasters.
	 It also has paid partial restitution 
to thousands of descendants of Native 
American tribes, whose tribal land 
earnings were stolen or mismanaged 
dating back to the 1880s.
	 Indeed, the federal government has 
long attempted to compensate indi-

viduals – and in certain cases entire 
communities – through a combination 
of restitution, financial benefits and 
rehabilitation.
	 These programs cost billions of 
dollars annually and are funded in a 
variety of ways, including specific ex-
cise taxes, the use of government trust 
funds and subsidized insurance poli-
cies.
	 We have determined that the diver-
sity, scale and complexity of federal 
programs and beneficiaries show that 
reparations are administratively fea-
sible. While only a few of these pro-
grams address racial injustice, they all 
demonstrate the government’s capac-
ity to administer large-scale programs 
of compensation for those directly and 
indirectly harmed.
	 The ongoing harms to Black Ameri-
cans
	 The harms of slavery did not end on 
June 19, 1865, the day known as Ju-
neteenth when enslaved Black people 
in Galveston, Texas, finally learned of 
their freedom – well after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation enacted by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln in 1863.
	 The harms continued during the 
Jim Crow era of legalized segregation 
and can be seen in today’s disparate 
outcomes in health, wealth, housing, 
employment and education.
	 Among the most uncompensated 
victims of racial harm are Black veter-
ans.
	 After the Civil War, the federal 
government made a promise to all 
formerly enslaved people and, in par-
ticular, Black veterans: a military pen-
sion and reparations in the form of 40 
acres and a mule.

	 The government then reneged on 
its promise of land, mules or any other 
restitution – even as it distributed 
millions of acres of western land to 
mostly white settlers for free, under 
the Homestead Act.
	 Black men who fought in World 
War II and the Korean War suffered 
the same treatment. The 1944 GI Bill 
enabled millions of white veterans 
– including many working-class Eu-
ropean immigrants – to buy homes 
and secure qualifications that led to 
higher-paying professional and trade 
jobs.
	 But nearly all Black veterans were 
denied those benefits.
	 Taken all together, the harms en-
dured by Black people over several 
generations have produced a $14 tril-
lion wealth gap between Black and 
white Americans.
	 Righting the wrongs of the past
	 Although a majority of Americans 
oppose paying reparations for the 
wrongs of slavery, a 2021 University 
of Massachusetts/Amherst poll show 
that 57% of all voters age 18 to 29, and 
64% of Democrats, support repara-
tions to the descendants of enslaved 
men and women.
	 Moreover, the poll found, a signifi-
cant percent of those who are opposed 
to reparations say it’s because they 
lack confidence in the government’s 
ability to design a fair program.
	 Our research into existing compen-
sation proves that the government has 
the skill and experience to do this.
	 The question in our view is whether 
the nation has the will to examine the 
long-enduring harms from slavery – 
and to begin to repair those wrongs.

An advertisement details the auction sale of 25 enslaved Black people 
at Ryan’s Mart in Charleston, S.C., on Sept. 25, 1852. Kean Collection
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BYRON GLORE: BEHIND THE SCENES BLACK 
PHILANTHROPY GAMECHANGER

	 The question was: “Are you looking at the debate on Thursday?” 
Though many people’s answers were “No, I already knew who I am 
voting for.” Biden voters probably did, and Trump voters too (though 
I don’t personally know any Trump voters – I hope). My answer was 
firm: Yes, because I only want to be informed by my own eyes, my own 
ears, and my own indwelling of the holiest spirit.
	 I am so glad I did because, to me, the aftermath has been insane. I 
conflated date night with debate night, thinking someone might look at 
the debate as if they were going on a blind date and wanted Biden to be 
a hunk who would woo them with a perfect date, great food, and a per-
fect bowling score. It was someone who would make them feel like the 
perfect, most safe, and beautiful person on the planet. I’d like a world 
where nobody would have to convince anybody of that because it has 
been true since they were born.
	 I digress. I had friends to call or text during the debate so much that 
I had to look at it again but never with those negative opinions. I also 
don’t understand why or how people decided that Donald won the de-
bate. Of course, I don’t want to be on a date with someone whose lips 
are moving, so you know he’s lying. I’d enjoy the date better when the 
man I’m with is old like I am but is telling the truth. He’s clearly tired, 
but so would I be if I had been running a country all day, all week, 
almost for 4 years, and it was 9 o’clock PM, and I was on stage with a 
man who was astonishingly dishonest and cruel, telling the world what 
a terrible country ours is. He who has screwed up everything he touch-
es wants the job of fixing it. I would have looked at that man, confused, 
and maybe I would have lost my place.
	 Now let me remind you that if I had been on that debate stage, my 
opponent would have been a man who was also old but rested since 
he had largely been sleeping in the court towards being convicted of 
34 felonies. His view of the trial was that he is the victim of a judge 
who he thinks is so focused on him that he’s an entire judicial system 
with the exception of his hand-picked minions on the Supreme Court. 
He doesn’t believe or deny his own proven behavior in this mess. But 
if you understand paranoia or narcissism, this is the man you are on 
a date with. One of the things I would have expected is that he would 
have brought up Hunter Biden, but Biden nipped that track a little. Not 
because he was confused or had a senior moment, but because he was 
tempted to respond in a like manner but chose not to.
	 If I had been on that stage, I think I would have said: “First of all, 
Donald, you are running against me and not my son. Since we are on 
the subject of children, your children have been cheating people out of 
money and you have even been found guilty of it, now owing the State 
of New York money because you are a cheat and a fraud. Additionally, 
isn’t it true that a couple of your family members received $2 billion 
from the Saudi government?”
	 Joe didn’t get triggered; I would have. He went off-message and said 
some inarticulate stuff, but I understand what he was saying. But y’all 
want a perfect debater, one who doesn’t blunder. I want a human being 
whose mistakes are not clothed in deceit and who can admit his mis-
takes the next day when he got his mojo back. No, it was not a perfect 
performance, but I was not looking to be entertained. I came on that 
debate date to find a man who would be faithful, trustworthy, and fo-

BIDEN VS TRUMP
	 As the debate rages over whether Joe Biden should be placed as the 
Democratic nominee for President of the U.S., the return of Trumpism 
is ignored. It’s not just the return; it seems like those who believe as I 
do are simply not up for the fight. I have never believed that this was 
just about the debate.
	 At its truth, both Biden and Trump are older than me. It is also true 
that Biden did not have his best performance in the televised debate, 
but that is not what this is about. This is about more than that. Biden 
and Trump have different visions of what America should be. Biden 
believes that every citizen of this country should be respected and is 
entitled to benefits. I don’t think Trump believes the same. He believes 
that some citizens have rights while others do not.
	 I believe Biden is right. No matter how young or old you are, 
whether you are fat or skinny, what language you speak, your sexual 
preference, black or white, what color you are, what sex you are—if you 
live in this country and you are a citizen, you have certain undeniable 
rights that are afforded to you. This country was not created in 1942 or 
1776; it existed long before then. Gunpowder or slavery did not make 
it; God did.
	 As we inherit this land that is within God’s will for how this country 
is great, the Supreme Court is not. If America is to become what it can, 
there has to be respect for everyone. It appears we are not ready for the 
fight. I am.
	 We had to learn a poem during our pledge period. It’s called “See It 
Through.” Some of it goes, “When you are up against trouble, meet it 
squarely face-to-face; lift your chin and set your shoulders.” We are in 
the first round of the fight; it’s not over. We all have a vote. Some peo-
ple have more money than others, some people have more influence, 
but we all have one vote.
	 I will vote with mine, and I will vote for the vision represented by 
Joe Biden. During the next four months, I will do all I can. I hope that 
you all join me and vote.
	 By: Brad Thompson

cused on what’s best for all, not just for the rabid desire to go back to 
times when I was mistreated.
	 I want a man who knows that homosexuals, and women who have 
had abortions, are treated equally under the Constitution. I want a 
date who doesn’t say “black jobs” and try to pit me against people 
who, like everyone including his grandfather, came to this country as 
immigrants (and migrants). I want a man who understands that the 
real criminal illegal immigration was that which kidnapped my an-
cestors, separated my family from their babies, children, and spouses 
to make money for themselves. I don’t want a man sitting at my date 
table who separated children from their parents, put them in cages, 
and sent their parents back from whence they came. It’s too reminis-
cent of what happened to my relatives.
	 Lastly, pundits and some Democrats, how dare you suggest that 
Biden’s age and stutter instead of bringing avoidance and speech 
makes him cognitively impaired. I’ll take Biden over a person who 
lies, cheats, and disparages my race anytime he opens his mouth 
while saying he’s the best thing that happened to me since Abraham 
Lincoln. Biden doesn’t need to resign or retire; he needs to win the 
election. I think for the sake of understanding cognitive, social, and 
emotional impairment, you might look at the other guy who starts his 
speeches with lies and, in the middle, starts talking about tracks, golf, 
and anything else that enters his mind.

THE LITTLE-KNOWN, NEVER-USED SECTION 4 OF THE 
25TH AMENDMENT

	 Speaker of the House Mike Johnson (R-La.) recently said “There’s 
a lot of people asking about the 25th Amendment.” Following Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s poor performance in the first presidential debate, 
the 25th Amendment has people thumbing through their pocket Con-
stitutions.
	 The First Amendment is always in the news, the Second Amend-
ment has taken on a much more prominent role than even the found-
ers intended, and the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendments are no-
table for protecting individual rights, but the 25th Amendment?
	 The 25th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution addresses what hap-
pens to the presidency, and vice presidency, if the president and/or 
vice president dies, resigns or becomes incapacitated or disabled.
	 About two years after the assassination of President John F. Ken-
nedy, Congress recommended a succession amendment. On Feb. 23, 
1967, President Lyndon B. Johnson, who ascended to the presidency 
upon Kennedy’s murder, signed the 25th Amendment into law.
	 Succession has been a problem since the infancy of America. The 
original Constitution allowed for the vice president to become acting 
president if the president died.
	 That wasn’t good enough for John Tyler, who became “vice presi-
dent acting president” in 1841 when President William Henry Har-
rison became the first president to die in office.
	 Tyler moved into the White House and assumed full presidential 
powers, including giving an Inaugural Address. He soon fell out of fa-
vor with the Whig Party, and they expelled him. Without a party, his 
entire cabinet resigned except for the secretary of state. In time, Tyler 
was the first target of impeachment.
	 The first three sections of the 25th Amendment are straightfor-
ward. First, if the president dies or resigns — think Richard Nixon 
— the vice president takes over. Second, if the vice president dies or 
resigns — think Spiro Agnew — the president appoints a replacement 
approved by Congress. Third, if the president informs the president 
pro tempore of the Senate and the speaker of the House in writing 
that he may be temporarily incapacitated — think assassination at-
tempt on Ronald Reagan or colonoscopies for George W. Bush — the 
vice president becomes the acting president.
	 Section 4 of the 25th Amendment is a little trickier.
	 Whenever the vice president and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Con-
gress may by law provide, transmit to the president pro tempore 
of the Senate and the speaker of the House of Representatives their 
written declaration that the president is unable to discharge the 
powers and duties of his office, the vice president shall immediately 
assume the powers and duties of the office as acting president.
	 Section 4 of the 25th Amendment has never been used, although 
officials considered invoking the section after the 1981 assassination 
attempt on Reagan.
	 However, like impeachment or indictment, the president has due 
process rights. The president can challenge the declaration of inca-
pacity. If he or she does, the vice president and other administration 
officials must reassert the claims or the president resumes his au-
thority.
	 If the claim is reasserted, then Congress must decide the issue. 
Within 21 days of assembling, Congress must vote with a two-thirds 
majority of both houses that the president is unable to fulfill his con-
stitutional responsibilities as president.
	 If the two-thirds super-majority is not met in both houses of Con-
gress, “the president shall resume the powers and duties of his of-
fice.”
	 There is no chance that Section 4 will be invoked in 2024. A debate 
performance is little reason to question a president’s competency to 
manage the affairs of state or to be a candidate for reelection, espe-
cially when his opponent has twice been impeached, convicted of 34 
felonies and found liable for sexual assault and fraud.
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Opportunity Lives Here!

By Dennis Rogers, Ph.D.
 	 Recently city leaders floated the idea of merging Shaw and Saint Au-
gustine’s University.
	 To African Americans, who know the history of “Shaw” and “St. Aug,” 
this idea seems ludicrous. Just as ludicrous as asking the following 
questions: Why not merge St. Mary’s College and Meredith College? 
Why not merge Peace College with North Carolina State University? 
Each has origins in different denominational affiliations. Each has an 
identity forged in history. Each has a purpose, and serves a particular 
demographic. Facts tell a story often overlooked when people want 
land. The developers are hungry for land.
 	 In 2019 it was reported that “Apartment demand in Raleigh will grow 
at one of the fastest rates in the country,” according to a new hous-
ing report. There will be 220,000 new apartments built here by 2030. 
There are 143 square miles in Raleigh NC. 1 square mile has 640 acres 
of land on it. So there are 91,520 acres of land in Raleigh, NC. Where 
land is located, how it is zoned for usage, its usage, and proximity to 
other property of value gives land its measurable value. College and 
University land is ripe for development.
 	 In 1857 Peace College was founded as the Peace Institute in Raleigh 
by the Presbyterian Synod of North Carolina. William Peace Universi-
ty’s student population of 713 is made up of 49% male students and 51% 
female students, and it sits on 22 acres of land.
	 In 1867, Saint Augustine’s University (SAU) was established in 1867 
in Raleigh, NC by the Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina. Saint Au-
gustine’s University’s student population of 1,508 was made up of 49% 
male students and 51% female and 92.7% African American students, 
and it sits on 106 acres of land.
	 In 1865, Shaw University was established as the Raleigh Theologi-
cal Institute by the American Baptist Home Missionary Society. Shaw 
was the first HBCU (Historically Black Colleges and Universities) in the 
American South. Shaw University’s student population of 1,067 is 47% 
male, 53% female and 66.2% African American students, and it sits on 
65 acres of land in downtown Raleigh.
	 On March 7, 1887, NC State University was founded as the Gen-
eral Assembly passed the act which authorized the establishment of 
the North Carolina College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts. North 
Carolina State’s student population of 34,105 is 61.3% Caucasian, 8.1% 
Asian, 7% Hispanic and Latino, and 6.2% African American students. 
N.C. State sits on 2,140 acres of land.
	 In 1891, the North Carolina legislature issued a charter for the Baptist 
Female University, which became the Baptist University for Women in 
1905, and finally Meredith College in 1909. Meredith College’s student 
population of 1,600 and is 100% female students, 66.1% Caucasian, 
12% Hispanic or Latino, 10.3% Black or African American, 4.73% Asian, 
1.89% Two or More Races, 0.693% American Indian or Alaska Native, 
and 0.189% Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders, Meredith Col-
lege sits on 225 acres of land.
	 In 1958, Wake Technical Community College was chartered as the 
Wake County Industrial Education Center. The student population is 
63,931, and they offer 250 two year degrees and have 850 non degree 
programs. It sits on 139 acres of land.
	 Over the 167 years of higher education in Raleigh, NC, and the nation, 
our societal value system had changed drastically. Or has it at all when 
it comes to the ideas, particularly of the “leaders of Raleigh,” regarding 
how to allow each institution to flourish? About... how to acquire land 
from historic African American communities?
	 Saint Augustine’s accrediting institution the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) voted in 
December 2023 to remove the university from its membership status, 
stripping the school of its accreditation. St Augustine appealed  the de-
cision and lost the appeal. Students have transferred out of the to other 
institutions, similar to HBCUs in New Orleans during Hurricane Ka-
trina.
	 Saint. Augustine’s University has a leadership integrity problem, and 
a $32 million dollar problem that includes a $10 million tax lien from 
the IRS. It looks like the university is closed and will not have incoming 
students this fall 2024. Will it take 20 years to reopen as it did Morris 
Brown College in Atlanta, GA? It was a herculean effort that took com-
munity support in order to be victorious. Will it never reopen as even a 
shell of its former self?
	 When we connect the dots between City Officials who opened the 
floodgates for developers and outside money to enter Raleigh and the 
land grab for Shaw and Saint Augustine’s University we can see how 
past actions have set up the current scenario. The sale of the Meadow-
brook Country Club and 136 acres of land for below market value was 
a canary in the mine for  the sale of African American owned land in 
Wake County. Meadowbrook was the last remaining country club in 
America chartered and continuously owned and operated by blacks.
	 The community of Raleigh, NC is needed now more than ever to res-
urrect Saint. Augustine’s University. Community members who have 
been involved know that in many ways the University thwarted com-
munity support, disconnected from the community and served as a 
personal fiefdom for many. Now it is time to reverse the disconnect and 
reconnect Saint. Augustine’s University to the ecosystem of groups like 
our Churches, Ligon High School Alumni Association, National Pan 
Hellenic Member Sororities and Fraternities, Benevolent and Civic As-
sociations. We need to lock arms, share our thoughts and rally around 
our beloved institution.
	 The first community meeting to help Resurrect Saint. Augustine’s 
University will take place at Men @ Work Facility located at 330 Tryon 
Rd, Raleigh, NC 27603 on Wednesday, July 24, 2024 at 6:00 pm.

Resurrect Saint Augustine’s University
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ClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifiedsClassifieds
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
File Number 23CVD003980-310

VALERIE WULFF, PLAINTIFF
VS.

PENNY S. BYRD,  DEFENDANT
TO: PENNY S. BYRD
	 Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been filed 
in the above entitled action. The 
nature of the relief sought is as fol-
lows:
	 Complaint for Personal Injuries 
as a result of a Motor Vehicle Ac-
cident on May 6, 2023 on Leesville 
Road in Raleigh, NC.
	 You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading not later 
than August 6, 2024 and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the Court for the relief sought.
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024.
Robert T. Perry
N.C. State Bar #11051
PERRY, PERRY & PERRY, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
601 Fayetteville Street, Suite 300       
Post Office Drawer 2051
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Telephone: (919) 683-8685
6/27, 7/4, and 7/11/2024 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E001710-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of JAMES G. VAMPLE 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 27th day of September 2024, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024. 
Kara Turner, Administrator
1809 Faison Road
Durham, NC 27705
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001763-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 19th day of June, 
2024, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF YVONNE R. SPURNEY aka 
YVONNE CECILE SPURNEY, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 27th day of 
September 2024, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of June, 2024.
ROBERT FRANK SPURNEY
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF YVONNE R. SPURNEY 
AKA YVONNE CECILE SPURNEY
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
	  The Undersigned, having 
qualified on the 20th day of June, 
2024, as the Executor for the 
Estate of CLAUDE SPRINGS, SR. 
aka CLAUDE SPRINGS, deceased, 
formerly of Durham County, North 
Carolina, File No. 24-E-000496-310, 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 27th day of 
September, 2024, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery of 
such claims.  All persons indebted 
to said Estate are requested to 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.  
	 This 27th day of June, 2024.
Jacqueline Melvin, Co-Executor
Anthony L. Springs, Co-Executor
ESTATE OF Claude Springs, Sr., 
aka Claude Springs, deceased
c/o Ethan C. Timmins, Attorney
NC Bar No. 53086
Patrick Law, PLLC
3805 University Drive, Suite A
Durham, North Carolina 27707
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 

DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO. 24E001565-310

	  THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 5th day of June 
2024, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF TOMMIE LOU CALHOUN, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 27th day of 
September, 2024 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of June, 2024.
Julie Stoops, Executor
ESTATE OF Tommie Lou Calhoun
c/o Richard G. Long III, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF DAVID BRIAN 

SCHMIDT
File Number 24E001753-310

	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s ,  a n d 
corporations having claims against 
David Brian Schmidt, deceased, 
of Durham County, North Carolina 
are notified to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 27th 
of September, 2024 or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
	 This 27th day of June, 2024.
Richard H. Schmidt, Administrator
c/o Attorney,  Walter  Brodie 
Burwell, Jr.
Envisage Law		
2601 Oberlin Road, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27608
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 23-E-22
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of SANDRO MATUTE-
MERAZ late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of September 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024. 
Dunia Blasina Meraz Carcamo
Administrator
1002 W. Murray Ave.
Durham, NC 27704
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 23-E-22
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATOR of 
the Estate of SANDRO MATUTE-
MERAZ late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of September 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024. 
Dunia Blasina Meraz Carcamo
Administrator
1002 W. Murray Ave.
Durham, NC 27704
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001599-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 10th day of June, 
2024, as Co-Executors of the 
ESTATE OF SHIRLEY HUMPHRIES 
BULLOCK, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or before 
the day of 27th of September, 2024 
or this Notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of June, 2024.

SHEILAH A.  LOWANS,  CO-
EXECUTOR, AND MICHAEL H. 
BULLOCK, CO-EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF Shirley Humphries 
Bullock 
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001599-310

	 Having qualified before the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Durham 
County as Executor of the Estate 
of Robert G. Salmon Jr., this is 
to notify all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims against 
the Estate to send them, duly 
itemized and verified, to P.O. Box 
51429, Durham, NC 27717, on 
or before the 27th of September, 
2024 (three months after the 
date of this Notice) or this Notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the Estate 
are requested to make prompt 
settlement with the undersigned.
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024.
William Salmon Executor of the
Estate of Robert G. Salmon Jr.,
Deceased
P.O. Box 51429
Durham, NC 27717
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E001770-310
	 The  unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of FREDERICK SACCO 
HANN, late of Dutham County, NC 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said estate to 
present them to the undersigned 
at the address below on or before 
the 27th day of September 2024, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
	 This, the 27th day of June 2024.
 Douglas A. Hann, Administrator 
of the Estate of Frederick Sacco 
Hann,  c /o  The Law Off ice 
of Anne Page Watson, PLLC, 
3400 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 205, 
Durham, NC 27705.
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001598-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 13th day of May, 
2024, as Co-Executors of the 
ESTATE OF John Lewis Bullock, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the  day of 27th of 
September, 2024 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 27th day of June, 2024.
	 SHEILAH A. LOWANS, CO-
EXECUTOR, AND MICHAEL H. 
BULLOCK, CO-EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF John Lewis Bullock 
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001598-310

	 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 13th day of May, 
2024, as Co-Executors of the 
ESTATE OF John Lewis Bullock, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the  day of 4th of 
October, 2024 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
	 This, the 4th day of June, 2024.
	 SHEILAH A. LOWANS, CO-
EXECUTOR, AND MICHAEL H. 
BULLOCK, CO-EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF John Lewis Bullock 
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, and 7/25/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001810-310

	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 

corporat ions hav ing c la ims 
against LARRY WAYNE SLOAN 
a/k/a LARRY WAYNE SLOAN, SR., 
deceased, are notified to exhibit 
them to Larry Wayne Sloan, Jr. 
and Sheila Sloan Duncan, Co-
Executors of the decedent’s estate 
on or before October 4, 2024, c/o 
Katherine T. Merritt, Attorney for 
the Estate, at P.O. Drawer 1529, 
Hillsborough, North Carolina 27278, 
or be forever barred from their 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment to the above-named Co-
Executors.
	 This the 4th day of July, 2024.
Larry Wayne Sloan, Jr. and Sheila 
Sloan Duncan, Co-Executors of the 
Estate of Larry Wayne Sloan a/k/a 
Larry Wayne Sloan, Sr.
Coleman, Merr i t t ,  Murphy & 
Rainsford
Katherine T. Merritt, Attorney for 
Estate
PO Drawer 1529,
Hillsborough, NC 27278
(919) 732-2196
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, and 7/25/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 24E001834-310

	 The undersigned, Donna Lynette 
Cooper, having duly qualified as 
Administratrix of the Estate of 
KIRBY CLEVELAND COOPER, 
deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby notifies all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile 
Dr., Ste 205, Durham, NC 27705, 
on or before October 11, 2024 or 
it will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons and legal 
entities indebted to the Estate will 
please make immediate payment.
	 This the 11th day of July, 2024.
D o n n a  L y n e t t e  C o o p e r , 
Administratrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney
3400 Croasdaile Drive Ste 205
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
7/11, 7/18, 7/25, and 8/1/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E001809-310
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as ADMINISTRATRIX 
of the Estate of OLIVIA DIXON 
ROBINSON, late of  Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 11th day 
of October 2024, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 11th day of July, 2024. 
Ethel Robinson Ingraham
Administratrix
3029 Loganwood Drive
South Chesterfield, VA 23834
7/11, 7/18, 7/25, and 8/1/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 23-E-959

	 Having qualified before the 
Clerk of Superior Court of Durham 
County as Public Administrator of 
the Estate of WALTER LEE BEST, 
this is to notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to send them, 
duly itemized and verified, to P.O. 
Box 51429, Durham, NC 27717, 
on or before the 11th of October, 
2024 (three months after the date 
of this Notice) or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
	 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 
corporations indebted to the Estate 
are requested to make prompt 
settlement with the undersigned.
	 This the 11th day of July, 2024.
Robert E. Levin, Public 

DURHAM COUNTY

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
BRUNSWICK COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
File Number: 23 CVS 201

KENNETH OLKOWSKI and CORA 
OLKOWSKI, Plaintiffs, 
v. 
DOMONICK B. GIBBS and TREV-
OR GIBBS-ULRICH, Defendants. 
	 TO: DOMONICK B. GIBBS and 
TREVOR GIBBS-ULRICH, 
Defendants. 

BRUNSWICK  
COUNTY

	 Take notice that pleadings seek-
ing relief against you have been 
filed in the above-entitled civil 
action. The nature of the relief be-
ing sought is Breach of Contract, 
Fraud, Unfair and Deceptive Trade 
Practices, Civil Conspiracy and Pu-
nitive Damages
	 You are hereby required to make 
defense to such pleadings not later 
than (40) days from the first publi-
cation of this Notice and upon your 
failure to do so the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
	 This 27th day of June 2024.
Brandon C. Pettijohn, Attorney 
1022 Grandiflora Drive, Suite 160
Leland, NC 28451
Phone: (910) 910- 9010
6/27, 7/4, and 7/11/2024

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 24E001945-910

	  ALL PERSONS, firms and 
corporations having claims against 
REBECCA WALL aka Rebecca 
Bridges Wall, deceased, of Wake 
County, N.C. on 4/13/2024 are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before (3 
months from the date of the first 
date of publication), or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment. 
	 This June 27, 2024.
June Bazemore, Executor
5521 Beaufort Inlet Ct.
Raleigh, NC 27610
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E002402-910
	 The  Unders igned,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate  of  MARGARET ANN 
CARRARA A/K/A MARGARET 
FAIRCLOTH CARRARA late of 
Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 27th day 
of September 2024, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 27th day of June, 2024. 
Debra Carrara Floyd, Executor
101 South Hampton Dr.
Knightdale, NC 27545
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, and 7/18/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

In the General Court of Justice 
District Court Division 

File No. 24CV016815-910
	 To: RAPHAEL UDEK NMAJU
	 Take notice that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above-entitled 
action.  The nature of the relief 
being sought is for ABSOLUTE 
DIVORCE.  You are required to 
make a defense to such pleading 
no later than August 20, 2024, said 
date being at least forty (40) days 
from the first publication of this 
Notice, and upon your failure to 
do so, the Plaintiff, NENA UDEK 
NMAJU, will apply to the court for 
the relief sought.

WAKE COUNTY

	 This, the 11th day of July 2024. 
Nena Udek Nmaju, Plaintiff
4719 Walden Pond Dr., Unit D
Raleigh, NC 27604
7/11, 7/18, and 7/25/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

 IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE

 DISTRICT COURT DIVISION
FILE NO.: 24CV009230-910

EDUARDO P. BERMEO, PLAINTIFF 
V. 

MIRIAM G. ASTUDILLO TAPIA,  
DEFENDANT

	 TO: MIRIAM G. ASTUDILLO 
TAPIA: (Last Known location 
Durham, N.C.)
	 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action.  
The nature of the relief being 
sought is an Absolute Divorce from 
the Plaintiff.
	 You are required to make 
defense to such pleadings no later 
than the 21st  day of August  2024, 
said date being at least forty days 
from the first publication of this 
notice; and upon your failure to do 
so the party seeking relief against 
you will apply to the Court for the 
relief sought.
	 This the 11th day of  July  2024.
LAW OFFICES OF STEPHANIE J. 
BROWN					  
Stephanie J. Brown			 
Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 2596
Raleigh, NC  27602
State Bar No: 18944
sjbrown_law@hotmail.com
7/11, 7/18, and 7/25/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 24E002725-910
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of BARBARA ALLRED 
PESLAK, late of Wake County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 11th day 
of October 2024, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 11th day of July, 2024. 
Theresa Taylor, Executor
1609 Brewster Drive
Greensboro, NC 27409
7/11, 7/18, 7/25, and 8/1/2024
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001526
	 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as EXECUTOR of the 
Estate of OUIDA JANE EXUM, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 11th day 
of October 2024, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
	 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
	 This the 11th day of July, 2024. 
George Chr is t ian Exum I I I , 
Executor
3920 Live Oak Road
Raleigh, NC 27604
7/11, 7/18, 7/25, and 8/1/2024
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

in the general court of justice
superior court division

before the clerk
FILE NO. 24SP001433-310

	 In the Matter of the Foreclosure 
of a Commercial Deed of Trust, 
Security Agreement, and Fixture 
Fil ing from CAPITAL MATCH, 
L.L.C., a North Carolina limited 
liability company executed January 
5, 2023, and recorded January 
6, 2023, in Book 9844, Page 947, 
DURHAM COUNTY REGISTRY
	 Pursuant to an order entered 
June 25, 2024, in the Superior 
Court for Durham County, and the 
power of sale contained in the 
captioned Deed of Trust (the “Deed 
of Trust”), the Substitute Trustee 
will offer for sale at auction (the 
“Sale”), to the highest bidder for 
cash on: 
	 AUGUST 1, 2024, AT 10:00 A.M.
	 Durham County Courthouse
	 510 South Dillard Street, 
	 Durham, North Carolina
	 t he  rea l  es ta te  and  the 
improvements thereon secured by 
the Deed of Trust, less and except 
any of such property released 
from the lien of the Deed of Trust 
prior to the date of said sale, lying 
and being in Durham County, 
North Carolina, and being more 
particularly described as follows 
(the “Property”):
	 (A) All right, title and interest 
in and to those premises more 
commonly known as 217 
E.  Lawson St,  Durham, NC 
27707 which is more particularly 
desc r ibed  as  fo l l ows  ( the 
“Premises”):
	 Beginning at a stake in the 
northern property line of Hargrove 
(now Lawson) Street, Begin 300 
feet in a Westerly direction from 
the Northwest intersection of 
Lawson (formerly Hargrove) Street 
and Concord Street and running 
thence in a Westerly direction 
along the northern property line of 
said Lawson (formerly Hargrove) 
Street North 86 degrees 30’ West 
50 feet to a stake, the southeast 
corner of Lot No. 9 of the plat 
hereinafter mentioned; thence 
in a northerly direction along the 
eastern boundary line of Lot No. 
109, North 2 degrees 10’ East 150 
feet to a stake in an alley thence 
along and with the southerly line of 
said Alley in an easterly direction, 
South 86 degrees 30’ East 50 feet 
to a stake the northwest corner 
of Lot No. 107; thence along and 
with the western boundary line 
of Lot No 107 south 2 degrees 
10’ West 150 feet to a stake the 
point and place of BEGINNING. 
Being the same Lot No. 108 of the 
Merrickville Property as per plat 
Book 3B, Page 139 July 1921.
	 Less and except from the above 
described property 400 square 
foot as described in Deed from JS 
Stewart and wife, Otelia J. Stewart 
to the City of Durham recorded 
04/14/1978 and recorded in Book 
968, Page 562.
	 Also, less and excepting that 
property in Deed to City of Durham 
for widening of Lawson Street 
recorded in Book 272 ate Page 755 
Durham County Registry.
	 Also, less and excepting from 
the above described property that 
parcel in Deed to City of Durham 
for widening of Bell Street recorded 
02/22/1982 in Book 1082, Page 
505, Durham County Registry
	 Parcel ID: 117193
	 Tax/Map ID: 0821-80-34-9062
	 Property Address:  
	 217 E. Lawson St, 
	 Durham , NC 27707
	 (B)	 T O G E T H E R  W I T H 
(1) all buildings, structures and 
improvements of every nature 
whatsoever now or hereafter 
situated on the Premises, and (2) 
all building materials, supplies 
and other property stored at or 
delivered to the Premises or any 
other location for incorporation 
into the improvements located or 
to be located on the Premises, 
and al l  f ixtures,  machinery, 
appliances, equipment, furniture 
and personal property of every 
nature  whatsoever  now or 
hereafter owned by the Trustor and 
located in or on, or attached to, 
and used or intended to be used 
in connection with, or with the 
operation of or the occupancy of, 
the Premises, buildings, structures 
or other improvements, or in 
connection with.any.construction 
being conducted or which may be 
conducted thereon, and owned 
by the Trustor, and all extensions, 
a d d i t i o n s ,  i m p r o v e m e n t s , 
b e t t e r m e n t s ,  r e n e w a l s , 
substitutions and replacements 
to any of the foregoing, and all 

of the right, title and interest 
of the Trustor in and to such 
personal property which, to the 
fullest extent permitted by law, 
shall be conclusively deemed 
fixtures and a part of the real 
property encumbered hereby (the 
“Improvements”); 
	 (C)	 TOGETHER WITH (1) all 
estate, right, title and interest of 
the Trustor, of whatever character, 
whether now owned or hereafter 
acquired, in and to (a) all streets, 
roads and public places, open or 
proposed, in front of or adjoining 
the Premises, and the land lying 
in the bed of such streets, roads 
and public places, and (b) all other 
sidewalks, alleys, ways, passages, 
strips and gores of land adjoining 
or used or intended to be used in 
connection with any of the property 
described in paragraphs (A) and 
(B) hereof; or any part thereof; and 
(2) all water courses, water rights, 
easements, rights-of-way and 
rights of use or passage, public or 
private, and all estates, interest, 
benefits, powers, rights (including, 
without limitation, any and all 
lateral support, drainage, slope, 
sewer, water, air, mineral, oil, gas 
and subsurface rights), privileges, 
licenses, profits, rents, royalties, 
t enements ,  he red i t a r nen ts , 
reversions and subreversions, 
remainders and subremainders 
and appurtenances whatsoever 
in any way belonging, relating or 
appertaining to any of the property 
described in paragraphs (A) and 
(B) hereof; or any part thereof, or 
which hereafter shall in.my way 
belong, relate or be appurtenant 
thereto, whether now owned or 
hereafter acquired by the Trustor; 
	 The record owner(s) of the 
Property not more than ten (10) 
days prior to the date hereof is 
Capital Match, LLC.
	 In the Trustee’s sole discretion, 
the sale may be delayed for up to 
one (1) hour as provided in Section 
45-21.23 of the North Carolina 
General Statutes.
	 A five percent cash deposit, or a 
cash deposit of $750.00, whichever 
is greater, will be required of the 
last and highest bidder.  The 
balance of the bid purchase price 
shall be due in full in cash or 
certified funds at a closing to take 
place within thirty (30) days of 
the date of sale.  The Substitute 
Trustee shall convey title to the 
property by nonwarranty deed.
	 This sale will be made subject to 
all prior liens of record, if any, and 
to all unpaid (ad valorem) taxes 
and special assessments, if any, 
which became a lien subsequent 
to the recordation of the Deed 
of Trust.  This sale will be further 
subject to the right, if any, of 
the United States of America to 
redeem the above-described 
property for a period of 120 days 
following the date when the final 
upset bid period has run.
The purchaser of the property 
described above shall pay the 
Clerk’s Commissions in the 
amount of $.45 per $100.00 of the 
purchase price (up to a maximum 
amount of $500.00), required by 
Section 7A-308(a)(1) of the North 
Carolina General Statutes.  If the 
purchaser of the above-described 
property is someone other than 
the Beneficiary under the Deed of 
Trust, the purchaser shall also pay, 
to the extent applicable, the land 
transfer tax in the amount of one 
percent (1%) of the purchase price.
	 To the extent this sale involves 
residential property with less than 
fifteen (15) rental units, you are 
hereby notified of the following:
	 (a)	 An order for possession 
of the property may be issued 
pursuant to Section 45-21.29 of the 
North Carolina General Statutes in 
favor of the purchaser and against 
the party or parties in possession 
by the clerk of superior court of 
the county in which the property is 
sold; and
	 (b)	 Any person who occupies 
the property pursuant to a rental 
agreement entered into or renewed 
on or after October 1, 2007, may, 
after receiving the notice of sale, 
terminate the rental agreement 
upon 10 days’ written notice to 
the landlord.  Upon termination of 
a rental agreement, the tenant is 
liable for rent due under the rental 
agreement prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
	 The 25th day of June 2024.
	 John W. Fletcher III, Substitute 
Trustee
North Carolina State Bar Number 
15503
100 Queens Road, Suite 250, 
Charlotte, North Carolina 28204
7 0 4 - 3 3 4 - 3 4 0 0  /  j f l e t c h e r @
fletchertydings.com
7/18 & 7/25/2024

FORECLOSURE

INVITATION TO BID 
M/WBE HUB SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS

Colmar Contracting, Inc. invites all qualified MWBE/ HUB 
SUBCONTRACTORS AND VENDORS to submit proposals 
for the following project: Dillard Street Apartments Parce A in 
Durham, NC – The new construction of 48units, 4 buildings, 1 
club house & 1 picnic shelter. 

Bids due Friday August 2 2024 @ 5:00 PM
For information on this project and for assistance with plans 
and specifications contact: email estimating@colmarcon-
tracting.com or call 336-315-2129.
M/WBE MUST BE CERTIFIED OR ELIGIBLE FOR CERTIFICA-
TION BY CITY OF DURHAM DUB OFFICE AND THE STATE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
ALL SUBCONTRACTORS/VENDORS WILL RECEIVE CON-
SIDERATION REGUARDLESS OF RACE, CREED, COLOR OR 
NATIONAL ORGIN. 
Colmar Contracting Inc. offers assistance to MWBE/HUB 
businesses on a one-on-one basis that need quick pay op-
tions, joint pay agreements and reduced retainages.
There will be pre-bid meetings for this project, Thursday 
July 18th 2024 at the Hampton Inn & Suites. Durham/North 
I-85. 1542 Gregson Street Durham, NC 27701.
These are not mandatory. We will have a complete set of 
plans and specifications to review in case there are any 
questions. Please reference the following times for your 
specific trade(s).
 8:30 am – 9:30 am (Site grading, site utilities, site concrete, 
site segmental walls, Building concrete, building masonry, 
metal fabrications, site fencing) 
- 9:30 am-10:30 am (Framing, trusses, trim carpentry, Doors, 
windows, hardware, Div 10 accessories (mailboxes, bath ac-
cessories, shelving, fire extinguishers, etc) 
- 10:30-11:30 am (Roofing, siding, insulation, joint sealants 
- 1:00 pm-2:00 pm (Drywall, painting, flooring, pressure 
washing, final cleaning) 
- 2:00 pm-3:00 pm (Fire sprinklers, HVAC, plumbing, electri-
cal, Fire Alarm 
- ZOOM call in (let Colmar know if you want a link) @ 11:30-
12 noon 
Estimated start date: _2024 Q4 for sitework/ 2025 Q1 for 
building trades

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
MINORITY CONTRACTORS 

HALIFAX COMMUNITY COLLEGE – HALIFAX 
COUNTY, NC

Bradley Built, Inc. is seeking qualified Minority Subcontrac-
tors for an upcoming project.
The project includes installing new water supply lines, install-
ing booster pumps, hauling and paving. Interested Minority 
Contractors shall
contact our office no later than July 18, 2024 to be consid-
ered for the proposed project.
The Information for Bidders, Form of Bids, Form of Contract, 
Plans, and Specifications may be examined at the following:
Bradley Built Inc. 2507 Nash St. Wilson NC 27896 Email: 
judy@hartsfieldcontractingco.com
Bradley Built, Inc. will break down elements of work into eco-
nomically feasible units to facilitate minority participation.
Bradley Built, Inc. will negotiate in good faith with interested 
minority businesses and will not consider anyone unqualified 
without sound reasons based on their capabilities.
Bradley Built, Inc. will provide quick pay agreements and 
policies to enable minority 
contractors and supplies to meet cash-flow demands.
Judy W Roberson 
Bradley Built, Inc. 2507 Nash St
Wilson, NC 27896

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the Greensboro Street Lift Station No. 2 
Hazard Mitigation Upgrade project for the Town of Holden 
Beach which bids August 1, 2024, at 3:00 PM.  Plans and 
specifications for this project are available at the following 
locations: T. A. Loving Company; 400 Patetown Road; Golds-
boro, NC 27530 * Town of Holden Beach; 110 Rothschild 
Street; Holden Beach, NC 28462 * Green Engineering, PLLC; 
303 Goldsboro Street, East; Wilson, NC 27893 * Construct-
Connect website.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, hauling, earthwork, erosion 
control, seeding, sodding, electrical, SCADA, roofing, HVAC, 
insulation, flatwork, CIPC, concrete forms, concrete rebar, 
painting, plumbing, and fencing. Please contact Michael Cox 
(mcox@taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a 
proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 
919-734-8400; fax: 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations 
will be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. T. A. 
Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action 
Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the Upper Bloomery Swamp Sewer Im-
provements – Phase 2B project for the City of Wilson which 
bids July 17, 2024, at 10:00 AM.  Plans and specifications 
for this project are available at the following locations: T. A. 
Loving Company; 400 Patetown Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 
* City of Wilson website * City of Wilson; Operations Center; 
1800 Herring Avenue, East; Wilson, NC 27893 * North Caroli-
na Interactive Purchasing System (IPS): www.ips.state.nc.us. 
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, clearing and grubbing, hauling, traf-
fic control, erosion control, seeding, linework, and bypass 
pumping. Please contact Jeff Price (jprice@taloving.com) if 
you are interested in submitting a proposal on any portion(s) 
of this project.   Contact via phone 919-734-8400; fax: 919-
736-2148; or email. All quotations will be accepted up to 
bid closing time of the bid date. T. A. Loving Company is an 
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

Pipeline Utilities, Inc. (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Old Apex Road 24” Water Line 
Reinforcement project for the Town of Cary which bids July 
16, 2024, at 2:00 PM.  Plans and specifications for this proj-
ect are available at the following locations:  Pipeline Utilities, 
Inc.; 2204-F Associate Drive; Raleigh, NC 27603 * Town of 
Cary Utilities Department; 316 North Academy Street; Cary, 
NC 27513 – Town of Cary Planroom website * Carolinas AGC 
Website * Dodge Data and Analytics website * NC Institute 
of Minority Economic Development (NCIMED) website * CDC 
News website.
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, hauling, asphalt paving, striping, traffic 
control, erosion control, seeding, linework, jack & bore, by-
pass pumping, and flatwork. Please contact Dustin Downie 
(ddownie@taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a 
proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 
919-772-4310; fax: 919-772-3261; or email. All quotations will 
be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. Pipeline 
Utilities, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T. A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Southwest Wastewater Pump 
Station and Force Main – Contract No. 1 project for Harnett 
County Regional Water which bids August 6, 2024, at 2:00 
PM.  Plans and specifications for this project are available at 
the following locations:  T. A. Loving Company; 400 Patetown 
Road; Goldsboro, NC 27530 * MBD Consulting Engineers, 
PA; 911 Norman Alley; Conway, SC 29526
Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, earthwork, erosion control, seeding, sodding, electri-
cal, SCADA, flatwork, CIPC, concrete forms, concrete rebar, 
painting, and fencing. Please contact Michael Cox (mcox@
taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a proposal 
on any portion(s) of this project.   Contact via phone 919-
734-8400; fax: 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations will 
be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. Pipeline 
Utilities, Inc. is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.
Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.
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Sports

	 WASHINGTON -- The  American Chemistry Council (ACC) and the Alli-
ance for Chemical Distribution (ACD) proudly hosted the inaugural Swings 
for STEM golf tournament on June 24 at Lansdowne Golf Course in Lees-
burg, Virginia, benefitting the Future of STEM Scholars Initiative (FOSSI).
	 The event brought together nearly 100 participants, including chemical 
industry and affiliated association employees, Congressional staff members, 
and representatives of Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCUs). 
With the leadership of more than 20 sponsoring organizations, including 
presenting sponsor Dow, the event raised $75,000 in support of the impact-
ful scholarship program.
	 Established in 2020 to help reduce financial barriers to higher education 
and enhance diversity in the chemical industry workforce, FOSSI provides 
$40,000 scholarships to students studying preferred STEM degrees at HB-
CUs. To date, FOSSI has raised over 35 million for nearly 750 scholars and 
has a 94% student retention rate.
	 “To remain competitive in today’s global economy, it’s essential that we 
foster an environment of growth and opportunity for the next generation 
of diverse talent,” said Eric R. Byer, ACD President and CEO. “The FOSSI 
program helps to achieve this goal, seeking to fill the STEM workforce gap 
in the chemical industry. This week’s event represents an important step in 
investing in the future of our workforce so that we can continue to demon-
strate the value of our industry among students nationwide.”
	 Chris Jahn, President and CEO of ACC, added, “I am incredibly proud of 
the impact that FOSSI has made on hundreds of talented students across 
the nation. Swings for STEM is not only raising scholarship funds, but also 
awareness of the important role of HBCUs and the opportunities that FOSSI 
provides students and educators. I’m grateful to all who came out today to 
support our program.”
	 During the event, Lisa Lanzkowsky, Chief Development Officer of the 
American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) Foundation, accepted 
the donation check on behalf of FOSSI. Lanzkowsky expressed her gratitude 
for industry’s leadership and support of FOSSI, stating, “I am honored to ac-
cept this check on behalf of the AIChE Foundation. This will change the lives 
of future FOSSI scholars and build on the incredible impact FOSSI has made 
to date.”
	 Melea Earley (Howard University Class of 2025) joined her sponsor com-
pany, SABIC, at the event, noting, “FOSSI has been an incredible experience. 
I was excited to be at Swings for STEM and experience the support of so 
many people and companies who are investing in FOSSI scholars like me. 

	 (AP) Simone Biles and the rest of 
the U.S. women’s Olympic gymnas-
tics team don’t need to be reminded 
of what happened in Tokyo three 
years ago. Mostly because nearly all 
of them lived it.
	 Biles,  reigning Olympic all-
around champion Sunisa Lee, 2020 
Olympic silver medalist Jordan 
Chiles and 2020 floor exercise 
champion Jade Carey were all there 
inside a nearly empty and oddly 
silent Ariake Gymnastics Centre 
during a memorable two weeks that 
altered the course of each of their 
careers and in ways both big and 
small led them back to the Games.
	 They are older now — Biles is 27, 
Carey is 24, Chiles is 23 and Lee is 
21 — and eager for what they are 
calling a shot at redemption.
	 “Everybody probably looks at the 
team, like ‘OK, they went to Tokyo 
and this, this and this happened. 
And what are they going to do here 
in Paris?’” Biles said. “But for us, I 
know we’re stronger than what we 
showed in Tokyo.”
Biles arrived in Japan as the face of 
the Games. She left without the gold 
medals most expected and instead at 
the center of the conversation about 
the intersection between mental 
health and sports.
	 Lee became a somewhat unex-
pected champion after Biles pulled 
out of multiple finals, a victory she 
struggled to believe she had rightful-
ly earned. Carey packed a gold medal 
in her carry-on coming home but 
admits it felt weird competing as an 
individual after following an unusual 

Chemical Industry 
“Drives” HBCU 
Stem Scholarships 

Simone Biles Has Good A Shot At History At The Olympics

Hamilton Wins British Grand Prix After 945 Day Drought

path to the Games. Chiles cherished 
the team silver the Americans cap-
tured while Biles watched from the 
sideline but allowed she wasn’t at 
her best during the meet.
	 They’re all back — along with 
newcomer Hezly Rivera, just 16 — in 
hopes of authoring a different ending 
this time around.
	 “I think we really want a team 
gold,” said Lee, who overcame mul-
tiple kidney-related health issues to 
finish second behind Biles at the U.S. 
Olympic trials.
	 The American women are fa-
vored to win with defending cham-
pion Russia unable to participate 
as part of the fallout of the war with 
Ukraine. It just might not come as 
easy as Biles and company have 
made it seem while winning every 
major international competition 
(save, very notably, for one) since the 

2011 world championships.
	 Brazil and powerhouse Rebeca 
Andrade have made massive strides 
over the last decade. France, China 
and Great Britain all have legitimate 
shots at making the podium.
	 Still, Biles knows a portion of 
those who tune in to watch will be 
waiting to see if what happened in 
Tokyo will repeat itself. She’s taking 
steps to make sure she’s in a better 
place this time around, including 
therapy, though she stressed the only 
reason she’s back is because she feels 
she owes it to herself.
	 “Nobody’s forcing me to do it,” 
Biles said. “I wake up every day and 
choose to grind in the gym and come 
out here and perform for myself just 
to remind myself that I can still do 
it.”
	 All she’s done since returning last 
summer following a two-year break 
was win her sixth world all-around 
championship while continuing to 
push her sport into places no one 
else dares go.
	 Biles, who married Chicago Bears 
safety Jonathan Owens in 2023, has 
brushed aside whether this will be 
her last time competing under the 

Olympic rings. That’s too far down 
the road. She and the rest of the U.S. 
team to “honor” the village that led 
them back to the unique spotlight 
only the Games provides.
	 “I feel like even for myself, I’m 
like, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m still doing it. 
I’m still capable,’” she said. “So let’s 
go.”
	 A RIVALRY RENEWED
	 Like their female teammates, the 
Russian men are also out of the mix 
to defend the Olympic title they won 
in a taut final three years ago.
	 That leaves China and Japan to 
duel for the top spot at Accor Arena. 
The Japanese are led by defend-
ing all-around gold medalist Daiki 
Hashimoto, who has spent the last 
three years cementing his status as 
a worthy heir to countryman Kohei 
Uchimura, considered perhaps the 
greatest men’s gymnast of all time.
	 Hashimoto has won each of the 
last two world all-around champi-
onships, though China (2022) and 
Japan (2023) have split the last two 
team titles.
	 CLOSING THE GAP
	 A resurgent U.S. men’s program 
hopes to reach the Olympic po-
dium for the first time since earning 
bronze in Beijing 16 years ago. The 
Americans finished third at worlds 
last fall, and a young team led by 
20-year-old Frederick Richard, who 
believes what happens in Paris could 
just be the start.
	 “(We want to) give everything this 
Olympics and show that we have the 
potential we can bring home med-
als and that it’s (go hard) to make 
sure it’s not about medals anymore,” 
he said. “It’s about gold medals for 
2028.”
	 AN UNLIKELY COMEBACK
	 The American women are the first 
team in modern Olympic history to 
feature multiple all-around champi-
ons on its roster.

Angeles Times. “But I liked it. I thought it would be a hit. Some people like 
the blues, some don’t. But the way he did it, everyone liked it.”
	 In the early 1960s, Crudup finally got a sizable royalty check — for $1,600. 
But Melrose refused to turn over the copyright.
	 Many Black musicians signed over copyrights or were forced to share 
them, Southwestern Law School professor Kevin J. Greene says.
	 “A huge chunk of what we’re talking about in terms of exploitation is still 
under copyright,” says Greene, who testified before the California repara-
tions task force.
	 In 1971, Downbeat magazine estimated that Crudup probably should have 
earned over $250,000 — nearly $2 million today — from “That’s All Right” 
as well as “My Baby Left Me,” which Creedence Clearwater Revival recorded.
	 The American Guild of Authors and Composers even tried to collect royal-
ties on Crudup’s behalf. But its then-managing director, John Carter, told 
High Fidelity in 1972 that Crudup had been paid “at most $2,500” from the 
guild’s efforts.
	 Playing in a packing shed
	 By his mid-50s, Crudup had settled in Franktown, Virginia. He was heart-
broken by his experience, his granddaughter says. But he didn’t wallow.
	 “One of the things that my father emphasized was that he was an ex-
tremely principled man,” Shannon says of Crudup, who embodied “those old 
country values” of working hard and supporting one’s family.
	 Etna Nottingham Walker, whose family owned the Virginia farm where 
Crudup worked, says that “if you didn’t know that it was Arthur Crudup and 
he was a musician, you wouldn’t have singled him out.”
	 Butch Nottingham, Walker’s cousin, worked on the farm too. During 
breaks, he says, Crudup sometimes pulled out a guitar and sang in the pack-
ing shed where they washed and waxed cucumbers.
	 Crudup did eventually return to music, during the 1960s blues revival. 
Music producers from two labels, Fire and Delmark, tracked him down. He 
released new albums, played festivals and shared stages with B.B. King, Taj 
Mahal and Bonnie Raitt.
	 But Crudup continued to live on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, a narrow penin-
sula between the Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Ocean. Shannon remembers 
her silver-haired grandfather holding her as a toddler on his Franktown 
porch, a cigarette dangling from his lips.
	 “He had these very, very long limbs,” recalls Shannon. “He just seemed 
like a giant to me.”
	 Tim Prettyman worked at the pharmacy where Crudup often picked up in-
sulin, coffee and Camel cigarettes. One time, a suit-clad Crudup arrived with 
a guitar case, bound for a bus to New York and a plane to England.
	 “He said, ‘I’m going to play music for the Queen,’ and winked at me and 
smiled,” Prettyman remembers.
	 ‘Ain’t meant to be’
	 Near the end of his life, Crudup almost got a settlement for $60,000, over 
$400,000 today.
	 Melrose was dead. A deal had been arranged with Hill & Range, the com-
pany that had acquired Crudup’s publishing rights.
	 But when Crudup and four of his children arrived in New York, they 
learned the deal was off, according to the book “Between Midnight and Day,” 
written by Crudup’s final manager, Dick Waterman.
	 They were told a settlement would cost the company more money than 
a potential lawsuit would yield. And suing meant “going after an old white 
widow who lives in Florida,” Waterman wrote. “We wouldn’t have a chance.”
	 “It just ain’t meant to be,” Crudup told Waterman. “Naked I come into this 
world and naked I shall leave it.”
	 Indeed, a settlement came only after Crudup’s 1974 death. Chappell Music 
refused to go forward with buying Hill & Range until the Crudup matter was 
resolved. The first check was slightly more than $248,000, Waterman wrote, 
with Crudup’s estate receiving around $3 million over the following decades.
	 Now Warner Chappell Music, the publishing company declined to com-
ment because the events were so long ago.
	 Jeanette Crudup, the widow of Crudup’s son Jonas, says the payments to 
the musician’s children paled in comparison to what he should have received 
during his lifetime.
	 “They got the crumbs from it,” she says.
	 Crudup still remains relatively unknown, even on the Eastern Shore, says 
Billy Sturgis, a local resident who produced an album by Crudup’s sons. St-
urgis hopes the historical marker will help. But, he says, Crudup belongs in 
the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, alongside Presley and the many others who 
sang Crudup’s songs.
	 Crudup’s granddaughter agrees.
	 “It would be something if this story was unique,” Shannon says. “But it’s 
not. We know this has happened to Black artists throughout time, but spe-
cifically back then.”

ARTHUR CRUDUP
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FED AD SPENDING
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Association (NNPA) to call for a report on federal advertising contracts with 
minority-owned newspapers and media companies. The NNPA is the trade 
association of more than 250 African American-owned newspapers and me-
dia companies. The conglomerate comprises the 197-year-old Black Press of 
America.
	 Norton emphasized that the federal government, as the largest advertiser 
in the country, should ensure equal opportunities for news outlets and media 
companies owned by individuals of color, especially as African Americans 
and Hispanic Americans continue to grow in number in the United States.
	 “The federal government is the largest advertiser in the United States, and 
it has an obligation to ensure equitable access to its contracts for SDBs and 
businesses owned by minorities and women,” Norton stated.  “The GAO’s 
findings demonstrate that there is still much progress to be made.”
	 In 2007, GAO had already investigated advertising spending by five agen-
cies—the Departments of Defense, Treasury, Health and Human Services, 
the Interior, and NASA—and found that only five percent of the $4.3 billion 
available for advertising campaigns went to minority-owned businesses. 
Thirty-one members of Congress joined the call for accountability in the fed-
eral government’s advertising practices.
	 The latest GAO report, released June 27, 2024, highlighted those three 
agencies—the Departments of Defense, Health and Human Services (HHS), 
and Homeland Security—were responsible for more than half of advertising 
contract obligations to specified businesses from FYs 2014 through 2023, 
totaling about $1.3 billion. While these agencies obligated the most dollars 
to selected companies, other agencies had higher percentages of their obliga-
tions directed to these businesses. For instance, NASA allocated 99 percent 
of its advertising contract dollars to specified businesses, albeit a lower total 
dollar amount.
	 “The NNPA notes, as we have raised over the past decade, the issues of eq-
uity, inclusion, and accountability with respect to federal advertising dollars 
spending with Black owned newspapers and other media companies,” NNPA 
President & CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. stated.
	 “The latest GAO report is very telling and documents decades of racial dis-
crimination and inequality concerning the allocations of federal advertising 
dollars. We live in a data conscious society and marketplace,” Chavis added. 
“We appreciate the data transparency of the GAO report that raises the ur-
gency for immediate systematic change in federal government advertising 
spending to be more equitable and inclusive of advertising with the Black 
Press of America in this fiscal year.”

	 Lewis Hamilton had been count-
ing the days since his last Formula 
1 win and the number was creeping 
toward 1,000.
	 After a brilliant victory in front of 
his home fans at the British Grand 
Prix on Sunday — his 104th win in 
F1 — a relieved Hamilton can finally 
stop counting.
	 “That’s the longest stint without 
a win, 945 days. This could be one 
of the most special for me, if not 
the most special,” Hamilton said. 
“There have definitely been mo-
ments when I thought it’s never go-
ing to happen again.”
	 There have been so many wins 
to celebrate dating back to his first 
in Canada in 2007, but this was his 
first anywhere since the penultimate 
race of the 2021 season in Saudi 
Arabia. That’s more than 50 races 
ago.
	 That year he lost his F1 crown to 
Max Verstappen, who will be hard 
to stop getting a fourth straight F1 
title.
	 But Sunday belonged to the 
39-year-old Hamilton in his last 
British GP with Mercedes, before 
joining Ferrari next year.
	 “Leaving on a high,” Hamilton 
said. “This is my last race here with 
this team so I wanted to win this so 
much for them because I love them 
and I appreciate them so much.”
	 As much as the fans appreciate 
him.
	 “My fans around the world have 

been so supportive,” Hamilton said. 
“I was coming round and there’s 
just no greater feeling than to finish 
at the front here.”
	 Silverstone held a collective 
breath in the closing laps as Ham-
ilton held off Verstappen’s late 
charge and became the first F1 
driver to win on any track nine 
times.
	 “For me, personally, it’s the best 
track in the world,” said Hamilton, 
who added another F1 record to 
go with his 104 wins and 104 pole 
positions. He also co-owns a record 
seven F1 titles with Michael Schum-
acher.
	 So how was he planning to cel-
ebrate?
	 “With a curry,” he said. “I love In-
dian food.”
	 The close finish saw him edge out 
Verstappen by 1.5 seconds, with 
Lando Norris finishing third for 
McLaren ahead of teammate Oscar 
Piastri.
	 A tearful-sounding Hamilton 
thanked his team over radio and 
was still emotional several minutes 
later as he struggled to compose 
himself.
	 “I’m still crying,” Hamilton said 
as he addressed the crowd.
	 There were high hopes for a home 
win at Silverstone, with Hamilton’s 
Mercedes teammate George Russell 
on pole position ahead of Hamilton 
and with Norris going from third 
and Verstappen fourth.

	 Russell ’s hopes of a second 
straight F1 win ended on Lap 34 of 
52 with a water system issue on his 
car.
	 Verstappen overtook Norris with 
four laps left but could not catch 
Hamilton, to the delight of most of 

the 164,000 fans.
	 Moments after crossing the line, 
Hamilton jumped into the arms of 
mechanics and then shared a long 
hug with his father, Anthony Ham-
ilton. Then it was time to absorb the 
applause from the home fans. Car-

rying a British flag he jumped over a 
crash barrier and then held it aloft.
	 “I can see you lap by lap, there’s 
just no greater feeling,” he told the 
cheering crowd.
	 The start saw Russell and Hamil-
ton get away cleanly while Verstap-

pen overtook Norris.
	 Rain started falling some 25 
minutes into the race and made the 
5.9-kilometer (3.7-mile) track more 
greasy.
	 After Hamilton took the lead 
from Russell on the damp track, 
Norris took advantage of Russell’s 
error to move into second.
	 Verstappen, Norris and both 
Mercedes cars pitted for new tires 
shortly after the halfway point of 
the race. But McLaren kept Piastri 
out a little longer, costing him a 
chance of victory.
	 After the tire-change shakeup, 
Norris was just over three seconds 
ahead of Hamilton while Verstap-
pen was drifting back.
	 The next tire changes, with a 
little more than 10 laps remaining, 
proved crucial.
	 Verstappen, Hamilton and Norris 
made quick changes but McLaren 
took too long on Norris’ rears - 4.5 
seconds - and he came out 2.4 sec-
onds behind race leader Hamilton, 
with Verstappen now making up 
ground fast.
	 “Pretty disappointed,” Norris 
said. “Frustrating a few times this 
season when we’ve thrown away 
something which should have been 
ours.”
	 Verstappen couldn’t get close 
enough, though, and Hamilton’s 
win made it six different winners so 
far this season — compared to just 
three in 22 races last year.

	 While Biles’ presence was seem-
ingly assured the moment she came 
back, the road has been far bumpier 
for Lee. The last 18 months have 
seen her deal with massive weight 
fluctuations related to her kidney 
problems that limited her training 
and led her to telling longtime coach 
Jess Graba that she was ready to 
quit.
	 Only, she didn’t. Instead, Lee and 
her team of medical professionals 
were able to get a handle on her 

treatment, opening the door for 
Paris.
	 Biles’ presence also means Lee 
won’t feel the pressure to become 
the first Olympic champion in more 
than 56 years to repeat. Instead, she 
is hoping to come home with gold 
on the balance beam, an event that 
showcases her uncommon grace.
	 “I need to be gold because I feel 
like I always make the final and then 
I always mess up,” she said with a 
laugh. “But it’s still annoying.”


