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NATIONAL BIKE GANG LEADER IN N. CAROLINA SENTENCED TO 
PRISON

 WILMINGTON (AP)—A North Carolina-based national motorcycle 
gang leader who authorities say often used violence was sentenced to 
75 years in prison for drug trafficking, money laundering and other 
crimes.
 Christopher Lamar Baker was sentenced in Wilmington by U.S. 
District Judge Richard Myers on Thursday, more than four months 
after a jury convicted him of 17 counts, according to court documents.
 Based in Raleigh, the 49-year-old Baker was a leader in the Pagans 
Motorcycle Club, which law enforcement deems an outlaw gang for 
using its club for criminal enterprises, according to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Raleigh.
 Baker’s conviction was part of an ongoing organized crime and drug 
enforcement operation that has led to indictments against 20 people, 
according to a news release Friday from federal prosecutors. They 
said seven of those have been convicted and sentenced, and nine are 
awaiting sentencing.
 The U.S. Attorney’s Office said Baker supplied over 591 pounds of 
methamphetamine in the Raleigh area. The investigation reached 
into West Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia, from where 
methamphetamine was distributed in Raleigh through a network of 
Pagan members who have been indicted, the release said.
 The government said Baker also was convicted of possessing a 
firearm to assist him with drug trafficking crimes.
 “Removing this very dangerous person from our streets was 
an extraordinary step in making our community and state safer,” 
Raleigh Police Chief Estella Patterson, whose agency helped lead the 
investigation, said in the release.

————
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U.S. Downs Chinese 
“Weather Balloon’’
By Zeke Miller, Michael Balsamo,Colleen Long, Aamer 
MadhanI and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

 WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP)—The U.S. military on Saturday shot 
down a suspected Chinese spy balloon off the Carolina coast after it 
traversed sensitive military sites across North America. China insisted 
the flyover was an accident involving a civilian aircraft and threatened 
repercussions.
 President Joe Biden issued the order but had wanted the balloon 
downed even earlier, on Wednesday. He was advised that the best time 
for the operation would be when it was over water, U.S. officials said. 
Military officials determined that bringing it down over land from an 
altitude of 60,000 feet would pose an undue risk to people on the ground.
 China responded that it reserved the right to “take further actions” and 
criticized the U.S. for “an obvious overreaction and a serious violation of 
international practice.”
 In its statement Sunday, China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that 
“China will resolutely uphold the relevant company’s legitimate rights 
and interests, and at the same time reserving the right to take further 
actions in response.” China’s Ministry of Defense echoed the statement 
later in the day, saying it “reserves the right to take necessary measures 
to deal with similar situations.”
 The presence of the balloon in the skies above the U.S. this week dealt 
a severe blow to already strained U.S.-Chinese relations that have been 
in a downward spiral for years. It prompted Secretary of State Antony 

THE BALLOON JUST AFTER IT WAS STRUCK BY A 
MISSILE FIRED FROM AN F-22

(See CHINESE BALLOON, P. 2)

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National Correspondent

 Footage from Tyre Nichols’ 
fatal traffic stop found that po-
lice officers issued a barrage 
of confusing, conflicting, and 
sometimes impossible to obey 

commands.
 If Nichols did not comply, or 
even if he did, the police would 
respond with increasing force.
 According to the footage ana-
lyze by the New York Times, 
police officers shouted a total 
of at least 71 orders in the 

roughly 13 minutes before they 
radioed in that Nichols was in 
custody.
 The orders were given in 
two separate places: one near 
Nichols’ vehicle, and another 
where he had run to avoid be-
ing beaten severely.

 The video revealed that often 
the officers shouted conflict-
ing orders, making it difficult 
for Nichols to understand and 
obey.
 Nichols was ordered by of-
ficers to display his hand, even 
as officers held the young 
man’s hands.
 At one point, they shouted 
for him to get down on the 
ground while he was already on 
the ground.
 And when they had his body 
under their control, the of-
ficers still made him change 
positions.
 The experts agree that the 
actions of the Memphis police 
officers were a blatant illustra-
tion of a widespread problem 
in policing, in which officers 
physically punish civilians 
for perceived disrespect or 
disobedience, a phenomenon 
known as “contempt of cop,” 
the Times reported.
 Professor of criminology and 
criminal justice at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina Geoffrey 
Alpert said, “It was far more 
rampant in the ’80s when I 
started doing police work than 
in the ’90s or 2000s.”

(See CONFLICTING, P. 2)

Cops Issued 71 Conflicting, Impossible
Commands To Tyre Nichols In 13 Mins.

COPS BEAT, PEPPER SPRAY AND TAZE NICHOLS FOR “REFUSING ORDERS’’

By Gary D. Robertson 
Associated Press

 (AP)—North Carolina’s newly 
seated Supreme Court heard ar-
guments Thursday on whether 
people convicted of felonies—
tens of thousands statewide—
should be permitted to vote if 
they aren’t in prison but still are 
serving probation or parole or 
have yet to pay fines.
 The justices listened to their 

first high-profile case since the 
court flipped to Republican con-
trol in January, after a Demo-
cratic majority for the past six 
years. They didn’t immediately 
rule.
 The court’s two new Republi-
can justices featured prominent-
ly in an hour of questioning over 
2019 litigation from civil rights 
groups and ex-offenders who 
challenged a 1973 state law auto-
matically restoring voting rights 

only after the “unconditional 
discharge of an inmate, of a pro-
bationer, or of a parolee.” The 
law is in place because the state 
constitution says one is needed 
to overcome the state’s blanket 
voting prohibition for felony of-
fenders.
 Last year, a majority of trial 
judges agreed with the plaintiffs 
that keeping felony offenders 
who aren’t behind bars but are 
still under state supervision 

from registering to vote dis-
proportionately harmed Black 
offenders and violated the con-
stitution’s equal protection and 
free election clauses. Their rul-
ings told election officials they 
can’t deny voter registration to 
any convicted felon who is on 
probation, parole or post-release 
supervision.
 At the time of the 2021 trial, 

(See FELONY VOTING, P. 2)

By Gary D. Robertson 
Associated Press

 (AP)—Punishments would get 
tougher in North Carolina for 
intentionally damaging utility 
equipment—like what authori-
ties say happened two months 
ago when tens of thousands of 
Moore County residents lost 
electricity for days—in legisla-
tion filed Wednesday by Senate 
Republicans.
 The measure would create 
a new crime making it a high-
grade felony to intentionally 
destroy or damage any “energy 
facility” or attempt to do so. It 
would, in part, replace current 
state law that makes it a misde-
meanor to vandalize equipment 
that interrupts the transmission 
of electricity.

 While such a misdemeanor 
conviction doesn’t mandate jail 
on a first offense, conviction of 
a felony like the one envisioned 
in the proposal would result in 
prison terms of up to roughly 
10 years, a senator said. For 
people with lengthy criminal 
records, those terms could be 
even longer. In addition, people 
convicted of the proposed crime 
would face $250,000 fines and 
could face lawsuits seeking fi-
nancial damages by those who 
lost goods or incurred expenses 
related to resulting outages.
 The measure also would make 
it the same level of felony to de-
stroy or pull down telephone and 
broadband lines or equipment as 
it would be for damaging energy 
facilities. And senators want to 
make first-degree trespassing a 

low-grade felony if it happens at 
an energy facility or public wa-
ter system plant.
 The proposal marks another 
effort by legislators to address 
power grid protections amid a 
surge in attacks on U.S. substa-
tions, primarily in the Carolinas 
and Pacific Northwest.
 “We must send a message that 
the would-be actors of these 
attacks will not be tolerated, 
and perpetrators will be held 
responsible for the chaos and 
the damage they create,” Sen. 
Tom McInnis, a Moore County 
Republican and bill sponsor, said 
at a Legislative Building news 
conference.
 Authorities said one or more 
people drove up to two Duke 
Energy substations in Moore 
County on Dec. 3, breached their 

gates and opened fire on them. 
Substations turn high-voltage 
electricity into the lower volt-
ages that can be used by resi-
dences and businesses. At the 
outage peak, 45,000 customers 
were without power before it 
was completely restored several 
days later.
 An electric cooperative said 
two weeks ago that someone 
fired at a substation in Randolph 
County, causing damages but no 
outages. No arrests have been 
made in either case.
 Senators said Moore County 
restaurants, resorts and resi-
dents suffered financial losses, 
such as spoiled food in refrig-
erators. Schools were forced 
to close and ill people couldn’t 

Sens Want Harder Utility Attack Time

High Court Hears Felony Voting Case

(See UTILITY ATTACK, P. 2)

Nine Year Old Pensylvanian Graduates HS
Ramon Antonio Vargas

The Guardian

 A nine-year-old boy from 
Pennsylvania who loves science 
and computer programming has 
become one of the youngest ever 
high school graduates, and he 
has already started accumulating 
some credits toward his college 
degree.
 David  Balogun recent ly 
received a  d ip loma from 
Reach cyber charter school – 
based in his state’s capital of 
Harrisburg – after taking classes 
remotely from his family home 
in the Philadelphia suburb of 
Bensalem, the local television 
station WGAL reported Saturday.
 The achievement  makes 
David one of the youngest 
known children to ever graduate 
high school, according to a list 
compiled by the history and 
culture website oldest.org.
 The only person on that list 
younger than David was Michael 
Kearney, who still holds the 
Guinness world record for 
youngest high school graduate 
that he set when he was six 
in 1990 before he ultimately 

obtained master’s degrees at 14 
and 18 and won more than $1m 
on gameshows. David would 
come in higher on that list than 
Pulitzer prize-winning journalist 
Ronan Farrow, who was 11 when 
he finished high school.
 David told WGAL that he 
already knows which he wants to 
dedicate his professional life to 
once he completes his education.

 “I want to be an astrophysicist, 
and I want to study black holes 
and supernovas,” he said to the 
station.
 David’s parents both have 
advanced academic degrees, 
but they told WGAL that it is 
challenging to raise a child with 
such an extraordinary intellect.
 “I had to get outside of the 
box,” David’s mother, Ronya, 

said to the outlet. “Playing pillow 
fights when you’re not supposed 
to, throwing the balls in the 
house. He’s a nine-year-old with 
the brain that has the capacity 
to understand and comprehend 
a lot of concepts beyond his 
years and sometimes beyond my 
understanding.”
 David told WGAL that some of 
his favorite teachers helped keep 

him engaged with his studies and 
pushed him to keep progressing.
 “They didn’t bog me down,” he 
said. “They … advocated for me, 
saying, ‘He can do this. He can 
do that’.”
 One instructor said to WGAL: 
“We’re just proud that we 
[were] able to individualize his 
instruction.”
 David’s teachers also said 
that they learned from their 
uncommonly bright pupil, whose 
loved ones describe him as a 
computer programming and 
science whiz.
 His science teacher, Cody 
Derr, remarked: “David was an 
inspirational kid, definitely one 
who changes the way you think 
about teaching.”

 David, a member of the high 
intelligence quotient society 
Mensa, has done one semester 
at Bucks county community 
college since graduating from 
Reach charter. Meanwhile, he 
and his family have been doing 
their research into other colleges 
and universities to try to find the 
one that is best suited for a boy 
who – besides his academics – is 
pursuing a martial arts black 
belt, enjoys other sports and 
plays the piano.
 “Am I going to throw my nine-
year-old into Harvard while 
I’m living in [Pennsylvania]?” 
David’s father, Henry, said of the 
family’s college search. “No.”
 Unless, perhaps, it’s the right 
fit.
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N. CAROLINA BILL WOULD BAN TREATMENT FOR 
TRANSGENDER MINORS

 (AP)—North Carolina has joined a growing list of states considering 
bans on gender-affirming medical procedures for transgender minors.
 A bill filed late Wednesday in the state House would ban hormone 
treatments and surgeries for anyone younger than 18 and make it 
illegal for medical professionals to help a minor “present or appear in a 
manner that is inconsistent with the minor’s sex.”
 Doctors would be prohibited from surgically removing any healthy 
or “nondiseased” body part or tissue. Those who violate the proposed 
restriction could lose their license and would face a penalty of up to 
$1,000 for each violation.
 The bill includes exceptions for children who were born with 
ambiguous sex characteristics.
 Similar legislation introduced last session did not advance.
 North Carolina Republicans grew their margins in the November 
elections but fell one seat short of a veto-proof supermajority in the 
General Assembly. Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper said after the election 
that he would continue advocating for trans residents.
 The proposal comes amid a nationwide wave of legislation targeting 
trans youth, their parents and gender-affirming medical providers. 
At least 88 bills seeking to restrict gender affirming care for minors 
or young adults have been introduced across 26 states, with Utah 
becoming the first state last month to enact a ban in 2023.

————
ADVOCATES WARN HOUSE RULE CHANGE COULD UNDERMINE 

VOTERS
 (AP)—North Carolina civil rights advocates denounced a House rule 
change Tuesday that could allow Republicans to override vetoes on 
contentious bills with little notice, saying it subverts democracy and the 
will of voters.
 Republicans pushed through temporary operating rules this month 
that omitted a longstanding requirement that chamber leaders give at 
least two days’ notice before holding an override vote. The move could 
allow Republicans—who would need some Democratic support to veto 
legislation if all members were present—to override Gov. Roy Cooper’s 
vetoes when they notice even a couple of Democratic colleagues are 
absent, even momentarily.
 While Senate Republicans hold the 30 seats necessary for a veto-
proof majority in that chamber, House Republicans fell one seat short 
of a similar supermajority following the November elections.
 Calling the change “a shameful power grab meant to thwart the will 
of the people,” Jillian Riley, of Planned Parenthood South Atlantic, 
said it could force legislators to miss important life events to protect 
abortion access and other rights.
 House Speaker Tim Moore “didn’t get the votes he needs to override 
Cooper’s veto on an abortion ban during the midterm election,” Riley 
said. “So what now? He wants to change the rules and circumvent the 
democratic process so that he can pass a draconian abortion ban in the 
middle of the night.”
 In a show of unity, all Democratic legislators in both chambers have 
signed on as sponsors of identical bills seeking to codify abortion 
protections into state law. Moore, who seeks further restrictions beyond 
the present 20 weeks, said he doesn’t expect the Democrats’ legislation 
to get considered.
 Moore has tried to downplay the potential for mischief by 
Republicans with the previous rule being eliminated. He told reporters 
last week that any override attempt of a vetoed measure will have been 
on the chamber’s public, written agenda.
 He reiterated he would not “ambush” Democrats by taking a surprise 
vote. But given the narrow margin, unexpected absences could be the 
difference between a bill becoming law or remaining blocked.
 “I want to be clear on this: If we pass a bill and it is vetoed, it will be 
our intention to override that veto,” Moore said, noting the override 
attempt “won’t just come out of nowhere.”
 As lawmakers prepare to debate bills on abortion access, LGBTQ 
rights and immigration, Miles Beasley, a Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities fellow at Common Cause North Carolina, said he 
worries the rule could be abused to further disadvantage vulnerable 
communities.
 One proposed measure of which the outcome could depend on 
House attendance is a “Parents’ Bill of Rights ” like the one Senate 
Republicans introduced Tuesday. The bill would bar instruction about 
sexual orientation and gender identity in K–4 public school curricula 
and require schools to alert parents prior to any change in the name or 
pronoun used for their child.
 “These surprise votes rob us of our right to speak to our 
representatives before important votes happen, cutting us out of 
the lawmaking process,” said Beasley, a student at Saint Augustine’s 
University in Raleigh.
 He urged House Republicans not to resort to “petty power plays” 
when they vote on permanent rules in the coming weeks.

————
NORTH CAROLINA SENATE LEADER BACKS LITERACY TEST 

REPEAL
 (AP)—North Carolina’s most powerful senator expressed interest 
on Tuesday in deleting a voter literacy test provision from the state 
constitution—a relic from the Jim Crow era that while unenforceable 
has never been removed.
 Senate leader Phil Berger told reporters he believes the language is 
“something that ought to be out of our constitution.” Bills directing a 
statewide referendum on removing the provision have advanced in the 
House over the past decade. But support from the Rockingham County 
Republican could provide new momentum for the idea. Three-fifths of 
the state House and Senate members would have to agree to offer the 
ballot question to voters.
 The section says anyone attempting to register to vote must “be 
able to read and write any section of the Constitution in the English 
language.”
 The requirement was added to the North Carolina Constitution in 
1900 and used to keep many Black citizens from casting ballots. The 
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 made literacy tests unlawful in 
southern states, and later prohibited them nationally.

STATE BRIEFS
Continued from page 1 US Downs Chinese... —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Blinken to abruptly cancel a high-
stakes Beijing trip aimed at easing 
tensions.
 “They successfully took it down 
and I want to compliment our 
aviators who did it,” Biden said 
after getting off Air Force One en 
route to Camp David.
 The giant white orb was spotted 
Saturday morning over the 
Carolinas as it approached the 
Atlantic coast. About 2:39 p.m. EST, 
an F-22 fighter jet fired a missile 
at the balloon, puncturing it while 
it was about 6 nautical miles off 
the coast near Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
senior defense officials said.
 The spectacle had Americans 
looking to the skies all week, 
wondering whether the mysterious 
balloon had floated over them.
 On Saturday, Ashlyn Preaux, 
33, went out to get her mail in 
Forestbrook, S.C., and noticed her 
neighbors looking up—and there 
it was, the balloon in the cloudless 
blue sky. Then she saw fighter jets 
circling and the balloon get hit.
 “I did not anticipate waking up to 
be in a ‘Top Gun’ movie today,” she 
said.
 The debris landed in 47 feet 
of water, shallower than officials 
had expected, and it spread out 
over roughly seven miles and 
the recovery operation included 
several ships. The officials 
estimated the recovery efforts 
would be completed in a short 
time, not weeks. A salvage vessel 
was en route.
 U.S. defense and military 
officials said Saturday that the 
balloon entered the U.S. air 
defense zone north of the Aleutian 
Islands on Jan. 28 and moved 
largely over land across Alaska 
and then into Canadian airspace 
in the Northwest Territories on 
Monday. It crossed back into U.S. 

territory over northern Idaho on 
Tuesday, the day the White House 
said Biden was first briefed on it.
 The balloon was spotted 
Wednesday over Montana, home to 
Malmstrom Air Force Base, which 
has fields of nuclear missile silos.
 The Americans were able to 
collect intelligence on the balloon 
as it flew over the U.S., giving them 
a number of days to analyze it and 
learn how it moved and what it was 
capable of surveilling, according 
to two senior defense officials said. 
The officials briefed reporters on 
condition of anonymity.
 The officials said the U.S. 
military was constantly assessing 
the threat, and concluded that 
the technology on the balloon 
didn’t give the Chinese significant 
intelligence beyond what it could 
already obtain from satellites, 
though the U.S. took steps to 
mitigate what information it could 
gather as it moved along.
 Republicans were critical of 
Biden’s response.
 “Allowing a spy balloon from 
the Communist Party of China to 
travel across the entire continental 
United States before contesting its 
presence is a disastrous projection 
of weakness by the White House,” 
said Mississippi Sen. Roger Wicker, 
the top Republican on the Senate 
Armed Services Committee.
 Sen. Thom Tillis, R-N.C., 
tweeted :  “Now that  th is 
embarrassing episode is over, 
we need answers from the Biden 
Administration on the decision-
making process. Communist China 
was allowed to violate American 
sovereignty unimpeded for days. 
We must be better prepared for 
future provocations and incursions 
by the CCP.”
 Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
was more positive: “Thank you 

to the men and women of the 
United States military who were 
responsible for completing the 
mission to shoot down the Chinese 
surveillance balloon. The Biden 
Administration did the right thing 
in bringing it down.”
 China has claimed that the 
balloon was merely a weather 
research “airship” that had been 
blown off course. The Pentagon 
rejected that out of hand—as well 
as China’s contention that it was 
not being used for surveillance 
and had only limited navigational 
ability.
 The Chinese government on 
Saturday sought to play down the 
cancellation of Blinken’s trip. “In 
actuality, the U.S. and China have 
never announced any visit, the U.S. 
making any such announcement is 
their own business, and we respect 
that,” China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said in a statement.
 The Pentagon also acknowledged 
reports of a second balloon flying 
over Latin America. “We now 
assess it is another Chinese 
surveillance balloon,” Brig. 
Gen. Pat Ryder, Pentagon press 
secretary, said in a statement. 
Officials said the balloons are 
part of a fleet that China uses 
for surveillance, and they can be 
maneuvered remotely through 
small motors and propellers. One 
official said they carry equipment 
in the pod under the balloon that 
is not usually associated with 
standard meteorological activities 
or civilian research.
 China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs did not immediately 
respond to a question about the 
second balloon.
 This isn’t the first time Chinese 
spy balloons have crossed into U.S. 
airspace in recent years, one of the 
officials said. At least three times 

during the Trump administration 
and at least one other time during 
Biden’s time as president they’ve 
seen balloons cross, but not for this 
long, the official said.
 Blinken, who had been due to 
depart Washington for Beijing 
late Friday, said he had told senior 
Chinese diplomat Wang Yi in a 
phone call that sending the balloon 
over the U.S. was “an irresponsible 
act and that (China’s) decision 
to take this action on the eve of 
my visit is detrimental to the 
substantive discussions that we 
were prepared to have.”
 Uncensored reactions on the 
Chinese internet mirrored the 
official government stance that 
the U.S. was hyping the situation. 
Some used it as a chance to poke 
fun at U.S. defenses, saying it 
couldn’t even defend against a 
balloon, and nationalist influencers 
leaped to use the news to mock the 
U.S.
 China has denied any claims of 
spying and said it is a civilian-use 
balloon intended for meteorology 
research. The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs emphasized that 
the balloon’s journey was out of 
its control and urged the U.S. 
not to “smear” it because of the 
balloon.
 I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e 
operation Saturday, the Federal 
Av i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
temporarily closed airspace over 
the Carolina coast, including the 
airports in Myrtle Beach and 
Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Wilmington, North Carolina. The 
FAA rerouted air traffic from the 
area and warned of delays as a 
result of the flight restrictions. 
The FAA and Coast Guard 
worked to clear the airspace and 
water below the balloon as it 
reached the ocean.

High Court Hears Felony... —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
over 56,000 people on proba-
tion, parole or supervision were 
estimated to be affected by the 
law—compared to the state’s 7.2 
million registered voters. The 
ruling gave these types of of-
fenders the option to register to 
vote and cast ballots, with most 
of them getting that chance this 
past November. Some people 
who had only fines yet to pay 
also have been able to register 
to vote since 2020.
 New Associate Justices Rich-
ard Dietz and Trey Allen—
among the five Republicans now 
on the seven-member court—
questioned whether the trial 
judges were wrong to pick and 
choose which portions of the 
law they believed were biased 
and strike them out.
 “The courts can’t grant the 
restoration of voting rights to 
felons,” Allen told plaintiffs’ 
attorney Stanton Jones. “The 
constitution expressly provided 
that those rights can only be re-
stored in a manner prescribed 
by law, and the authority to 
adopt such a law rests with the 
General Assembly, not with any 

court.”
 But Jones told Dietz, “The 
trial court properly enjoined 
only the racially discriminatory 
aspect of the law here, which 
was the denial of the franchise 
to people who are living in the 
community.”
 The trial judges accepted argu-
ments of trial witnesses that the 
1973 law remained rooted in Re-
construction-era efforts by white 
politicians to intentionally prevent 
Black residents from voting.
 Republican legislative lead-
ers defending the law acknowl-
edged the state’s voter sup-
pression history but argued 
the changes made in the early 
1970s—when the General As-
sembly was overwhelmingly 
Democratic—were hardly rac-
ist. Their attorneys told the 
court in briefs that the changes 
championed by the General As-
sembly’s few Black lawmakers 
at the time actually made it 
easier for felony offenders to 
vote by doing away with the re-
quirement that they ask a judge 
to restore those rights, making 
it automatic after all penalties 

are complete.
 “Something has gone awry 
when a signature achievement 
of the civil rights movement 
is invalidated on the basis of 
racial discrimination,” argued 
Peter Patterson, the GOP legis-
lators’ attorney.
 The plaintiffs presented ev-
idence at trial that showed 
African-Americans are denied 
the right to vote due to the 
felony supervision limits at 
nearly three times the rate of 
white felony offenders. But 
that has nothing to do with the 
law itself, Patterson said. The 
law treats all convicted felons 
the same regardless of race, he 
added.
 But Jones said under that 
type of logic a poll tax or liter-
acy test—both used during the 
Jim Crow era to prevent Black 
residents from voting—would 
be lawful simply because a 
law’s text was racially neutral.
 Daryl Atkinson, another at-
torney for the plaintiffs, told 
the justices that court fees, 
fines and other costs that a fel-
ony offender must pay in order 

to obtain their unconditional 
discharge equates to a property 
qualification to obtain a political 
right that the state constitution 
prohibits.
 The median amount that 
North Carolina probationers 
owe is over $2,400, Atkinson 
said, and failing to pay “results 
in a multiyear extension of 
their disenfranchisement.”
 Chief Justice Paul Newby, 
a Republican, questioned the 
broadness of Atkinson’s defini-
tion of property given the his-
tory of the state’s constitution. 
But Atkinson argued the con-
stitution’s framers “envisioned 
that wealth would not be an ex-
clusionary factor to being able 
to be a participant in the body 
politic.”
 Opinions by the 4–3 Demo-
cratic majority on the court 
during the past two years 
blocked several laws or actions 
backed by the GOP-controlled 
General Assembly. They struck 
down redistricting plans drawn 
by legislators and the state’s 
latest photo voter identification 
law.

access needed oxygen, said Sen. 
Danny Britt, a Robeson County 
Republican and co-sponsor.
 The tougher penalties wouldn’t 
be retroactive to the Moore and 
Randolph cases if they became 
law.
 “The current laws on the 
books were ineffective. They 
did not deter this crime,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Paul 
Newton, a Cabarrus County Re-
publican, former Duke Energy 
executive and another sponsor. 
“This law should and we believe 
will deter any further similar 

activity.”
 State Rep. Ben Moss, a Rich-
mond County Republican whose 
district includes Moore, intro-
duced a measure last week that 
would require utilities to provide 
some form of 24-hour security at 
substations.
 A similar proposal offered in 
the South Carolina Senate would 
set a sliding scale on prison time 
based on how much damage is 
done, with a maximum 25-year 
penalty if anyone died or their 
health was endangered by a re-
sulting outage.

SENATORS WANT TOUGHER
Continued from page 1

Officers Made 71 Conflicting...—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
 Before body cameras, police 
officers were becoming more 
professional and less likely to 
take things personally, as ap-
peared to have happened with 
Nichols, Alpert stated.
 Because of the potential for 
escalation and confusion dur-
ing police encounters, modern 
police training typically calls 
for a single officer to be present 
at the scene to issue clear and 
specific commands.
 It also necessitates that police 
officers respond professionally 
and proportionally to any per-
ceived act of defiance.
 The review by the Times, 
however, shows that the Mem-
phis officers consistently did 
the opposite.
 There is no evidence in the 
footage that the present of-
ficers did anything to prevent 
the excessive use of force. 
Actually, it seems to prove the 
opposite.
 After Nichols attempted to 
flee the scene, an officer can 
be heard on camera saying, “I 
hope they stomp his ass.”
 The Times noted four “crucial 
instances” in which police of-

ficers reprimanded Nichols for 
disobeying incorrect orders.
 An officer is seen pulling up 
to the intersection where Nich-
ols’ car was trapped between 
two unmarked police cars at the 
start of the footage.
 The cop springs out of the car, 
gun drawn, to join two others 
who are racing toward Nichols.
 When one of the officers pulls 
Nichols out of the car, the other 
two immediately begin shout-
ing, “On the ground!”
 These are the initial instruc-
tions in a series of contradicto-
ry directives that throw Nichols 
off.
 Nichols notes that the police 
officers have ordered him to sit 
on the ground.
 However, several officers can 
be heard yelling the same order 
with growing anger and threats 
of violence.
 One shouts, “Get down on the 
ground! I am going to tase your 
ass.”
 It appears that the officers’ 
tension rises when Nichols re-
positions himself, yet still as-
sures the officers that he’s no 
threat.

 “You guys are really doing 
a lot right now,” Nichols says. 
“I’m just trying to go home.”
 Nichols then protests, “I am 
on the ground!” as officers 
pinned his arms down, pressed 
a Taser against his leg, and 
barked increasingly threaten-
ing words at him.
 Now one of the officers gives 
more detailed instructions: ‘On 
your stomach.’
 Nichols is hit in the face with 
pepper spray three seconds 
later by one of the officers.
 Nichols is now surrounded by 
officers who demand to see his 
hands.
 However, one of them has 
a hold on his left arm, while 
another cop has a hold on his 
right. The police still hadn’t 
made it clear how they wanted 
Nichols to behave.
 A third officer rushes up with 
pepper spray.
 Then he warns, “You’re about 
to get sprayed good.”
 The other officers began 
punching Nichols in the face.
 Nichols reacts by pulling his 
hands back to cover his face. 
As the punching gets more 
intense, the pepper spray is re-
leased.
 Nichols again tries to reas-
sure the officers that he is at-
tempting to cooperate, all the 
while he attempts to wipe the 
pepper spray from his eyes.
 “OK,” Nichols pleads. “All 
right. All right.”
 While one of the officers has 
a firm grip on Nichols, a second 
officer arrives and makes the 
same demand: that he show his 
hands.
 Once again, Nichols appears 
confused by the competing in-
structions.
 As he flails about, the po-
lice officers issue even more 
conflicting commands and ap-
ply more physical punishment. 

Again, he is hit with pepper 
spray.
 After being pepper-sprayed 
three more times, Nichols is ly-
ing on his side and rubbing his 
eyes as two officers stand over 
him.
 An officer then kicks Nichols 
in the face.
 At this point, Nichols is bare-
ly conscious or coherent, but 
the police are treating him as 
though he is actively resisting 
them.
 “Lay flat, goddamn it,” one of-
ficer yells.
 As he lies there, Nichols 
groans and writhes in pain, 
having repeatedly been tased, 
kicked in the head, punched, 
and pepper sprayed.
 When another officer yells, 
“Lay flat!” they behave as if 
Nichols is refusing to comply.
 One officer lifts Nichols off 
the ground and forces him to 
kneel by grabbing his hand-
cuffed arm. Another officer 
then repeatedly hits him with a 
baton while demanding, “Give 
us your hands!”
 He tries to avoid being hit 
with the baton as he is sur-
rounded by four police offi-
cers.
 “Give me your [bleeping] 
hands!” another officer de-
mands.
 But Nichols, because of hav-
ing an officer pin his arms be-
hind his back, another grip his 
handcuffed wrist, and a third 
punch him in the face, simply 
cannot comply.
 He collapses to the ground 
and cries for his mom, but the 
brutality continued.
 In total, six officers have been 
dismissed and five stand ac-
cused of second-degree murder. 
In a press conference last week, 
attorneys for two of them said 
their clients would be entering 
not guilty pleas.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the 
following contract in Franklin County out for bid: C-C11520 
ACM Abatement and Demolition. The bid opening is 
scheduled for: Wednesday, 3/01/2023. To obtain the 
Notice to Bidders, any Pre-Bid Requirements, and any 
Addenda visit: https://www.ips.state.nc.us/ips/AGENCY/
PDF/15185200.pdf 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the 
following contract in Davidson County out for bid: C-C11521 
ACM Abatement and Demolition. The bid opening is 
scheduled for: Thursday, 3/02/2023. To obtain the Notice to 
Bidders, any Pre-Bid Requirements, and any Addenda visit: 
https://www.ips.state.nc.us/ips/AGENCY/PDF/15185000.pdf 

PUBLIC NOTICES
REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Raleigh will accept sealed, written bids for 
Property Demolition (as per specifications) for the City 
owned properties located at 1925 / 1927 Hawkins St, 112 / 
114 Russ St. and  1940 / 1942 New Bern Ave.  on February 
17, 2023 at 3:00 PM. A MANDATORY pre-bid meeting will be 
held on-site on February 03, 2023 at 11:30 AM.  Information 
is also posted on the City’s Housing and Neighborhoods  
website.  The City reserves the right to reject all proposals.

By Jonathan Mattise
Associated Press

 NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)—A 
federal judge has dismissed a 
lawsuit by environmental groups 
that challenged how the nation’s 
largest public utility signs up 
local power providers for two-
decade contracts.
 On Wednesday, a ruling by 
U.S. District Judge Thomas L. 
Parker in Memphis sided with 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
agreeing that the environmental 
groups don’t have legal standing. 
The judge also found that TVA 
“acted reasonably” under a law 
requiring it as a federal agency 
to assess environmental effects 
of major projects before making 
decisions.
 The lawsuit filed in August 
2020 argued that 20-year deals 
signed by most of TVA’s custom-
ers lock the power distributors 
into exclusive contracts with the 
TVA and “will forever deprive 
distributors and ratepayers the 
opportunity to renegotiate with 
TVA to obtain cheaper, cleaner 
electricity,” according to the 
Southern Environmental Law 
Center, which filed the suit for 
three plaintiff groups.
 The judge, however, agreed 
with TVA that the groups—Pro-
tect Our Aquifer, Energy Ala-
bama and Appalachian Voices—
have no standing to sue for a 
variety of reasons, saying in part 
that they “have not shown a par-
ticularized, imminent environ-

mental injury.”
 Additionally, Parker wrote that 
TVA did not violate the National 
Environmental Policy Act, either. 
The law “does not require review 
of every major federal action,” 
but only those closely related to 
causing environmental changes, 
the judge said.
 The judge wrote that the en-
vironmental groups’ arguments 
are resolvable by congressional 
lawmakers, not the court system.
 TVA commended the decision, 
saying 147 of 153 local power 
companies have signed long-
term agreements, while arguing 
they help keep TVA’s power af-
fordable, reliable and resilient.
 “We are pleased with the 
court’s decision which affirms 
that TVA followed the law in of-
fering the long-term agreement 
to local power company custom-
ers,” TVA spokesperson Scott 
Brooks said in a statement.
 The Southern Environmental 
Law Center, meanwhile, said it is 
evaluating its legal options after 
the ruling.
 “We are disappointed the court 
ruled against this challenge to 
TVA’s never-ending contracts,” 
Amanda Garcia, the Southern 
Environmental Law Center’s Ten-
nessee office director, said in a 
statement. “These highly restric-
tive contracts make it essentially 
impossible for TVA customers 
to have meaningful negotiations 
with the federal utility.”
 The issue has sprung up promi-
nently in Memphis, Tenn. The 

utility company there announced 
in December that it rejected a 
20-year contract with TVA, but 
will remain the power provider’s 
largest customer for the “fore-
seeable future.” It stuck with its 
five-year rolling contract.
 The environmental groups 
argued that the deals hurt the 
ability of local power companies 
to seek out and use renewable 
power such as solar energy 
from sources outside the TVA. 
The deals replaced existing 
agreements of varying lengths, 
or followed expiring ones. Con-
tracts require a 20-year notice 
to terminate, and they renew 
each year.
 Garcia has argued that the 
notice-to-terminate provision 
made the contracts “never-end-
ing,” and violate TVA’s own rules 
that its contracts with power 
companies should not last longer 
than 20 years. The deals carry 
a 3.1 percent monthly rebate on 
wholesale power rates that local 
companies could pass on to their 
customers, or use to invest in in-
frastructure, TVA has said.
 The deals also allow local 
power companies to seek up to 
5 percent in acquired renewable 
energy, which TVA says could 
help them meet their energy 
needs. But the groups say that 
percentage is too limiting.
 TVA provides power to mil-
lions of people in parts of Ten-
nessee, Alabama, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, North Caro-
lina and Virginia.

Judge Dismisses Lawsuit Over Utility’s Long-Term Deals

 Ahead of Data Privacy Day 
on Saturday, Jan. 28, Attorney 
General Josh Stein released the 
Department of Justice’s 2022 
data breach report. The report 
shares information about the 
1,900 data breaches reported to 
DOJ last year, which affected 
more than 3 million North Car-
olinians. 
 “We live, work, study, and con-
duct business online every day,” 
said Stein. “The organizations 
we give our information to have 
a responsibility to store that 
data carefully and prevent it 
from being compromised. When 
they fail to do that, I will not 
hesitate to hold them account-
able. In addition to enforcing the 
law, we help people protect their 
personal information and hope 
that the tips and information in 
this report are useful.” 
 Businesses and government 
agencies are required by law 
to report data breaches to the 
Department of Justice. The 
3,095,656 North Carolinians af-
fected last year is the second 
highest number of people ever 
affected in a single year in the 
state. 
 Hacking and phishing scams 
caused nearly 90 percent of 
breaches in 2022. Criminals 
often use phishing and hacking 
scams to infect systems and 
networks with ransomware. 
Ransomware, in turn, made up 

45 percent of reported breach-
es. To avoid hacking and phish-
ing scams:
 •Don’t open emails,  click 
links, or download attachments 
from unverified senders. 
 •Update software on your 
phone and computer regularly. 
Don’t forget updates on your 
smart watches, tablets, or any 
other electronic devices. 
 •Use strong passwords and 
change your passwords and se-
curity questions regularly. 
 •Use different passwords for 
your various accounts and web-
sites so if one is compromised, 
it won’t give someone access to 
other accounts.
 •Don’t use public Wi-Fi to 
make purchases, access your 
bank accounts, or log into any 
websites that have personal 
information. Public Wi-Fi net-
works are much more suscep-
tible to hackers. 
 •Forward phishing emails to 
the Federal Trade Commission 
at spam@uce.gov. 
 If you believe you may have 
been the victim of a hack, re-
quest a free security freeze, 
contact our office, and monitor 
your credit report and bank 
accounts for errors and irregu-
larities. To learn more, visit 
www.ncdoj.gov/securityfreeze. 
 Ransomware attacks con-
tinue to increase in North 
Carolina. Last year, our office 

received reports of a record 
857 data breaches caused by 
ransomware. Organizations can 
help prevent ransomware at-
tacks on their networks by fol-
lowing these guidelines:  
 Make and regularly update 
for how you and your organiza-
tion to respond to ransomware 
and train your employees to be 
ready to implement it.
 Back up your data regularly 
so you aren’t at the mercy of 
hackers to access it. 
 Regularly participate in and 
conduct trainings to help iden-
tify the signs of a ransomware 
attack. 
 Keep all security and ran-
somware prevention software 
up to date on all of your devic-
es. 
 Have a plan in place to no-
tify customers or people whose 
data you store if you become 
the victim of a ransomware at-
tack. 
 Attorney General Stein and 
the Department of Justice in-
vestigate and hold companies 
accountable when they fail to 
reasonably protect and store 
people’s data. In 2022, Attorney 
General Stein was on the ex-
ecutive committee of a $391.5 
million multistate settlement 
with Google over its location 
tracking practices—the largest 
state attorney general privacy 
settlement in U.S. history.

AG Stein Warns Against Hacking
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS HAD SUED OVER TWO-DECADE CONTRACTS

 SEATTLE, Wash. (AP)—After 
more than half a century, Boeing 
rolled its last 747 out of a Wash-
ington state factory last month.
 The jumbo jet—which has tak-
en on numerous roles as a cargo 
plane, a commercial aircraft ca-
pable of carrying nearly 500 pas-
sengers and as the Air Force One 
presidential aircraft—debuted in 
1969. It was the largest commer-
cial aircraft in the world and the 
first with two aisles, and it still 
towers over most other planes.
 The 747’s design included a 
second deck extending from 
the cockpit back over the first 
third of the plane, giving it a 

distinctive hump that made the 
plane instantly recognizable and 
inspired a nickname, the Whale. 
More elegantly, the 747 became 
known as the Queen of the Skies.
 It took more than 50,000 Boe-
ing employees less than 16 
months to churn out the first 
747. The company has completed 
1,573 more since then.
 But over the past 15 years or 
so, Boeing and its European rival 
Airbus released new widebody 
planes with two engines instead 
of the 747’s four. They were 
more fuel-efficient and profit-
able.
 Delta was the last U.S. airline 

to use the 747 for passenger 
flights, which ended in 2017, al-
though some other international 
carriers continue to fly it, includ-
ing the German airline Lufthan-
sa.
 The final customer is the cargo 
carrier Atlas Air, which ordered 
four 747-8 freighters early this 
year. The last was scheduled to 
roll out of Boeing’s massive fac-
tory in Everett, Washington, on 
Tuesday night.
 Boeing’s roots are in the Se-
attle area, and it has assembly 
plants in Washington state and 
South Carolina. The company 
announced in May that it would 

move its headquarters from Chi-
cago to Arlington, Va.
 The move to the Washington, 
D.C., area puts its executives 
closer to key federal government 
officials and the Federal Aviation 
Administration, which certifies 
Boeing passenger and cargo 
planes.
 Boeing’s relationship with the 
FAA has been strained since 
deadly crashes of its best-selling 
plane, the 737 Max, in 2018 and 
2019. The FAA took nearly two 
years—far longer than Boeing 
expected—to approve design 
changes and allow the plane back 
in the air.

 CHIBA, Japan (AP)—To acceler-
ate the global move toward sustain-
able vehicles, Toyota is suggesting 
simply replacing the inner work-
ings of vehicles already on the 
roads with cleaner technology like 
fuel cells and electric motors.
 “I don’t want to leave any car 
lover behind,” Chief Executive 
Akio Toyoda said Friday, appear-
ing on the stage at the Tokyo Auto 
Salon, an industry event similar to 
the world’s auto shows.
 The message was clear: Toyota 
Motor Corp. wants the world to 
know it hasn’t fallen behind in elec-
tric vehicles, as some detractors 
have implied.
 Japan’s top automaker, behind 
the Lexus luxury brands and the 
Prius hybrid, is highlighting its 
clout: It has all the technology, en-
gineering, financial reserves and 
industry experience needed to 
remain a powerful competitor in 
green vehicles. 
 Toyoda told reporters it would 
take a long time for all the cars to 
become zero emission, as they only 
make up a fraction of the vehicles 

being sold. Changing old cars to go 
green, or “conversion,” was a bet-
ter option, he said.
 Toyoda, the grandson of the com-
pany founder and an avid racer 
himself, was also hoping to debunk 
the stereotype that clean cars 
aren’t as fun as regular cars.
 At Toyota’s Gazoo Racing booth, 
the maker of the Lexus luxury 
models and Camry sedan showed 
video of its triumph at world ral-
lies, as well as the battery-electric 
and hydrogen-powered versions 
of the Toyota AE86 series includ-
ing the Toyota Corolla Levin, to 
underline what Toyoda called its 
“conversion” strategy.
 The auto industry is undergoing 
a transformation because of grow-
ing concerns about climate change. 
Automakers are often blamed as 
the culprits.
 Toyoda said ecological efforts 
in the auto industry were starting 
to be appreciated in many nations, 
but he felt less appreciated in Ja-
pan.
 Toyota has dominated the in-
dustry with its hybrid technology, 

exemplified in the Prius, which has 
both an electric motor and gasoline 
engine, switching back and forth to 
deliver the most efficient ride. That 
has often been seen as reflecting its 
reluctance to go totally electric.
 Battery electric vehicles make 
up about 20 percent of the auto 
market, despite the hullabaloo 
about relative newcomers like Tes-
la and even Dyson. Europe remains 
ahead of the U.S. and Japan in the 
move toward electric.
 And so is it unfair to categorize 
the Japanese automakers as green 
laggards?
 For one, the scarcity of certain 
components like lithium could 
drive up the prices of EVs, and 
consumers may stick with hybrids, 
says Matthias Schmidt, chief auto 
analyst at Schmidt Automotive Re-
search.
 “If this was 2025, and you asked 
that same question, I would say 
the Japanese OEMs have missed 
the boat. But seeing it’s 2023, and 
the likes of Toyota are beginning 
their BEV roll-out, their timing is 
likely bang on schedule,” he said.

Last 747 Rolls Out Of Washington State Factory

CLAD IN THE LIVERY OF ITS VERY LAST CUSTOMER, THE LAST BOEING 747 TAKES TO THE AIR

Toyota Reconverts Its Old Models
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Goodbye, Tyre
By Leslie D. Gregory, PA-C 

Right to Health

 When Tyre Nichols woke up the morning of the last day of his 
life, I feel certain that he wasn’t thinking about racism or the 
chance that it might be his end, though he’d likely had “the talk” 
from his parents at an early age. He’d pushed it back, seeking 
peace and joy in a life he shared with friends, family, and his 
community. To do otherwise would create a constant state of 
fear, precluding any quality of life, the ability to just get through 
it all and grow up.
 I feel this as a Black mother. 
 Nor did the officers who committed those heinous acts con-
sider that their role in the depravity would be met with much 
swifter repercussions than their White brothers in blue. To do 
otherwise would have precluded doing their jobs, having any 
quality of life, or the ability to just get through and support their 
families. 
 After all, denial is a coping mechanism known too well by 
people caught in the history of hate that citizenship in America 
entails. So, we view each devastating incident as its own indi-
vidual hell. Rinse and repeat. In a few weeks, Tyre Nichols will 
go the way of Michael Brown, Breonna Taylor, Rodney King, ad 
nauseam.
 The problem is the approach of looking at each victim, each 
perpetrator in vacuums of misery. Using a trauma-informed 
frame, we ask, “who benefits and who’s burdened?” and must 
take into account the broader picture of sustained racism under 
“investigation” by the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tions as of 2021. 
 To study is important. But when does an issue become a crisis 
requiring serious remedial action? When does a crisis become an 
emergency? Whose responsibility is it to finally take the kind of 
clinical action required in the face of mounting evidence and re-
peated violence? 
 Dr. Tom Frieden, former head of CDC, has recently written 
about how to fix that institution, stating it needs to be more nim-
ble and less siloed, but when I wrote to him in 2015, some eight 
years ago when he was in a position with power to do something 
about this, asking that he declare racism a public health crisis, 
he forwarded it to the Office of Minority Health and Health Eq-
uity from which a Black woman refused to move on it, stating in 
essence, “Here’s what we’re doing instead,” and was actually ir-
ritated with me during a subsequent interview by phone. 
 Like the Black officers who murdered Tyre, this person clearly 
suffered from internalized oppression, a legacy of our American 
history of racism that is older than the U.S. itself, a history that 
begins with slavery and needs a deep healing to eventually re-
pair.
 These issues are related when viewed in a clinical context. 
Racism has overtaken this country’s narrative but that’s where 
it ends. As committees, counties, commissions, and communities 
around the country begin to recognize the public health crisis of 
racism, the declarations are largely performative. 
 In Oregon, it’s taken three years of Zoom calls with public and 
private leadership; I have served in a steering role as a Black 
clinician to create a campaign, and finally, through team effort, 
we’ve seen the passage of House Bill 4052 making the declara-
tion here in Oregon, resulting in a $1.275mil budget. 
 The process has been agonizingly slow and now the funding is 
under threat of being returned if it’s not spent in three months, 
though it took three years to get it approved. Had we health care 
professionals known from the beginning that a laborious bureau-
cratic process would present further technical barriers, with the 
lives lost and impacted in the meantime, perhaps we could have 
met all such unknown requirements, but we have employees of 
the health system on the task force who simply were unaware 
and overmatched. 
 Across the country, we who work toward racial equity, toward 
an end to oppression of any origin, toward the simple yet elusive 
goal of human equity in all our social relationships, are so hurt 
when our uncompleted work is revealed in heinous acts as we 
saw in Memphis. We beg our officials to see this, to prioritize 
this, and to join with us as we struggle to finally fix the sharp 
pain of racism in all its manifestations--including Black police 
killing our own in the predictable yet preventable perversion of 
internalized oppression.  
 America seems to have a fascination with Black culture, a fear 
of Black bodies, and a disregard for Black lives. This bizarre 
confluence of phenomena further advances mental health chal-
lenges to all Americans in the setting of our national identity as 
pluralistic and equitable. 
 Perhaps the most frustrating aspect of this is that we have 
data to suggest evidence-based changes that can make a differ-
ence. From the American Psychological Association to Life Sci-
ences, multiple strategies have been offered with little action 
taken by high level agencies. This includes the previous mandate 
for CDC to study the impacts of gun violence when that funding 
was withdrawn. Our national obsession with firearms is another 
aspect of disproportionate violence to be addressed.
 When we take all appropriate measures, abide by the rules, and 
use every sanctioned method to create change using everything 
from nonviolent protests to voter registration drives, to petitions 
and speeches, board meetings and volunteering for years toward 
legislation and still face gaslighting, bait-switching and various 
methods of obfuscation, can we really claim ignorance and sur-
prise when we again experience heartbreaking violence? 
 Leslie Gregory is a PA-C focusing on Preventive Cardiology 
and is Executive Director, Right to Health. 

Private Acts, Public Shaming: Decoding 
the Far Right’s Attack on Who Can 

Access Bathrooms
By Svante Myric

People for the American Way

 Over the past few years, we’ve all become painfully aware of the 
Far Right’s attacks on trans people, often centered around the right 
to use the restroom. So-called “bathroom bills” have popped up in a 
number of states, including right now in Arkansas. These bills are 
obvious attempts by the Far Right to attack an already marginalized 
group and score some culture war points with the most hateful mem-
bers of their base. And the tactic isn’t even new. 
 The Far Right has used the fear of boogeymen in the bathroom—
Black people, queer people, now trans people—to scare up support 
for decades. It’s never been about the bathrooms; it’s always been 
about riling up their base and trying to keep marginalized groups un-
der control. When we look at the history of these attacks, we can see 
how the targets may change, but the hate remains the same.  
 Across the country, segregated bathrooms prevented Black people 
from accessing public accommodations well into and even after the 
1960s. The Far Right made whatever racist arguments they could 
think of to justify their bigotry, including supposedly protecting 
women—the same specious argument they’ve doled out during other 
bathroom fights. 
 Through the 1970s and the AIDS crisis of the 1980s, paranoia about 
queer people in bathrooms was rampant. Gay men were said to use 
bathroom stalls for illicit sex and to prey on youth. These types of 
baseless accusations fueled homophobia and helped established pub-
lic restrooms as places of fear. 
 Today, the attacks largely focus on trans people, calling them 
“groomers” and implying they’re trying to do anything other than 
use the bathroom in peace and privacy. The attacks are completely 
disingenuous. So, if they’re not actually about protecting people in 
public restrooms, what are they about? Simple. Like most things in 
the Far Right’s culture war, they’re about control.   
 Whether you want to spend a leisurely day in the park, go out on 
the town, or stand in line to vote, you need access to public facilities 
when you’re out in public. The Far Right knows that, and that’s pre-
cisely why bathrooms have always been on their radar.  
 Keeping Black people from public restrooms made it harder to 
do things like vote, protest, or participate in society. Keeping queer 
people out of bathrooms ensured they remained marginalized and 
were met with fear and persecution. Keeping trans people out of 
bathrooms fuels the narrative that trans people are attempting to 
force their way into  private spaces for nefarious purposes.  
 The worst part is, they know it’s a lie. It’s always been a lie. Trans 
people aren’t out to get you in the bathroom, nor were queer people 
or Black people. We are all just trying to exist in public spaces, and 
that’s what the Far Right can’t stand. They want the people with 
whom they disagree to disappear completely from public life, rel-
egated to the shadows until they need to scare their base again. Bath-
rooms bills are a convenient way for them to restrict public access 
and create fear at the same time. 
 So, the next time someone tries to argue that trans people 
shouldn’t be allowed to use the bathroom, remind them these scare 
tactics were rolled out against gay people and against Black people 
in the past. Remind them that it’s always been about depriving 
people of power, not plumbing. And remind them that, just like in 
the past, these attacks will ultimately fail if good people stand up for 
what’s right.  
 Svante Myrick is President of People For the American Way. 
Previously, he served as executive director of People For and led 
campaigns focused on transforming public safety, racial equity, vot-
ing rights, and empowering young elected officials. Myrick garnered 
national attention as the youngest-ever mayor in New York State his-
tory.  

Taking on the Symptom that is Gun 
Violence and the Disease Behind It

By Ben Jealous
Sierra Club

 We’ve had more mass shootings this year than we’ve had days this 
year.

 It’s sad to imagine that Half Moon Bay and Monterey Park will 
join a list with Uvalde and Buffalo and Orlando and Charleston and 
Sandy Hook and Columbine, reference points for a national epidemic 
we haven’t mustered the will to end despite decades of tragedies. 
But they likely will unless we can confront both the symptom that is 
gun violence and the underlying disease that causes it.
 I shoot for sport, and I’ve trained others to shoot. I live in a coastal 
community in Maryland where hunters and hikers share wild places 
and work together to preserve them. 
 I also live not far from the Capital Gazette’s offices, where a man 
armed with a shotgun and angered by newspaper stories about him 
killed five and injured two five years ago. For generations, many in 
my family have served in law enforcement. I support common-sense 
steps to keep guns out of the hands of those who have demonstrated 
they shouldn’t have them. We all know that list by now—more and 
more thorough background checks, bans on assault weapons and 
unnecessarily large magazines, red flag laws that allow guns to be 
taken away from those who are risks to others or themselves, and 
penalties for gun owners who fail to keep them out of the hands of 
children, teens, and mentally unstable people. 
 Fighting the disease at the root of the violence demands that we 
address it like the public health crisis it is. I realized that as a gradu-
ate student at Oxford when I started exploring rates of suicide in the 
United States. Almost unfettered access to guns, particularly hand-
guns, has a lot to do with the numbers. If you try to kill yourself with 
a firearm, you’re much more likely to succeed. While suicides among 
young Black men sparked my research, I learned that White men 
over 55 were more likely to die of suicide with a gun than Black men 
15 to 30 were to kill each other with a gun. You would never have 
known that from the media and popular culture at the time.
 What pushes those two trend lines in the same direction are shared 
causes—hopelessness, economic uncertainty, downward mobility, 
and addiction all made more painful by social isolation. Those same 
factors feed the cultural and political polarization that has many 
wondering about the future of our republic.
 Let’s not accept the isolation so many feel and the polarization we 
see in our public discourse as reinforcing and insurmountable. Let’s 
be determined to act now to find the solutions we can agree on—even 
gun owners overwhelmingly support some regulations, just as ma-
jorities support helping those with mental health needs.
 I’ve seen this happen. When I was young, my dad organized a peer 
counseling program for abusive men, with 80 men taking part every 
six weeks. Men grew not only more empathetic but more humane. 
Some eventually wanted to do more together and formed Whites 
Interrupting Racism in our community. It was one of many lessons 
my dad taught me—that how we treat each other in our lives shapes 
what we’ll permit in the structures of our country.
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Guns: When “Constitutional Carry” Isn’t
 On January 30, several Florida legislators introduced HB 543, 
“Concealed Carry of Weapons and Firearms Without a License.” 
If passed, it would “allow” anyone—Floridian or not—who “meets 
specified requirements” to carry concealed firearms in the state.
 Many gun rights supporters laud HB 543 as not just a good 
step, but something called “constitutional carry,” even though 
among other defects, it doesn’t seem to legalize “open” (that is, 
unconcealed) carry. Let’s review what restrictions the U.S. Con-
stitution empowers government at any level to impose on the 
possession or carry of firearms:
 THIS SPACE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK
 It’s difficult to get more clear or prescriptive than “the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” See 
that period at the end there?
 The Florida bill ever so slightly lightens one specific unconsti-
tutional burden on one specific right, while imposing at least one 
patently unconstitutional burden on those exercising that right: 
They “[m]ust carry valid identification at all times when he or 
she is in actual possession of a concealed weapon or concealed 
firearm and must display such identification upon demand by a 
law enforcement officer.”
 Suppose that one does not meet the law’s unconstitutional 
“specified requirements”—for example, having never been con-
victed of offenses related to “controlled substances”—but de-
cides to carry  concealed (as is his or her right) anyway.
 Requiring that person to provide “valid identification” (“valid” 
seems to be undefined in the bill) is a requirement that the per-
son incriminate himself or herself, a requirement forbidden by 
the Fifth Amendment.
 Unless a police officer has probable cause to believe that 
you’re committing or have committed a crime, who you are is 
none of that police officer’s business. And if  he or she DOES 
have such probable cause, it’s his or her job to identify you, not 
your duty to identify yourself.
 HB 543 isn’t “constitutional carry.” It’s a partial relaxation of 
unconstitutional restrictions, combined with new unconstitution-
al restrictions.
 Real “constitutional carry” would look something like this:
 “All Florida statutes, regulations, orders, and ordinances relat-
ing to the manufacture, sale or other transfer, ownership, or car-
riage of arms are hereby repealed. All persons charged or held 
prisoner by the  state of Florida or any subdivision thereof pur-
suant to such statutes, regulations, orders, and ordinances shall 
be immediately freed. All convictions of violating such statutes, 
regulations, orders, and ordinances shall be expunged. A truth 
and reconciliation commission shall be established to determine 
the amounts, qualifications, and processes for paying restitution 
to those damaged or injured by said statutes, regulations, orders, 
and ordinances.”
 The politicians behind HB 543 aren’t on your side, or on the 
Constitution’s. They’re just making a simple matter complex 
while sacrificing none of their illegitimate power over you.
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