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 Chatham County is starting off 
the new year right by providing 
affordable tiny homes to people 
with mental illness and health 
conditions. A Cary-based home-
builder, Garman Homes, has 
partnered with Cross Disability 
Services, a nonprofit in Pittsboro, 
to provide 15 well-designed af-
fordable homes, five of which 
are reserved for veterans with 
chronic health conditions. The 
Tiny Homes Village, nestled on 
the 40-acre grounds, are located 
at Chatham County’s The Farm 
at Penny Lane. 
 We had the opportunity to 
speak with Thava Mahadevan, 
director of operations at UNC’s 
Centre for Excellence in Commu-
nity Health, on this news. 
 “After experiencing a horrific 
humanitarian crisis firsthand as 
a child, I understand the critical-
ity of having a safe place to call 
home,” said Mahadevan. “It’s 
been a longtime dream of mine 
to build attractive, small, afford-
able homes in a close-knit com-
munity where the residents can 
comfortably interact with one 
another.” 
 In 2009, when Mahadevan pur-
chased 40 acres of farmland in 
a neighborhood off Chapel Hill 
Road in Pittsboro, the idea of one 
day creating a space for safe, af-
fordable housing was just a hope-
ful vision. As a licensed clinical 
addiction specialist and director 

of operations at the UNC Center 
for Excellence in Community 
Mental Health, he founded the 
Farm at Penny Lane in 2012 us-
ing a “holistic and sustainable 
approach” to improve the quality 
of life for those with serious and 
persistent mental illness. 
 Over the next 10 years, Ma-
hadevan and his team at the 
Farm at Penny Lane saw the de-
velopment of the organic thera-
peutic farm and its recovery-ori-
ented programs, from music and 
yoga classes to animal-assisted 
and horticulture therapies. Ad-

dressing social determinants of 
health and centering those with 
lived experiences are at the core 
of the Farm’s practices. 
 “So it’s a place to really build 
on the notion that collective im-
pact makes a big difference,” 
Mahadevan, who also serves as 
executive director of local non-
profit Cross Disability Services, 
said. 
 Residents living in the homes 
will be able to have access to 
healthy food, meaningful daily 
activities, transportation, and 
physical and behavioral health 

services. The community ameni-
ties include a clubhouse, walking 
trails, organic farm and an out-
door pavilion  for recreation. 
 Each home, priced at $50,000, 
will be about 360 square feet and 
built on a permanent foundation. 
The homes will follow a perma-
nent supportive housing model in 
which residents sign a standard 
North Carolina annual lease and 
pay a third of their income in 
rent on a monthly basis. Mahade-
van said he expects most people 
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 The Beta Phi Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity held its an-
nual Achievement Week Program on Sunday November 13, 2022. 
The event was held at the Grace Church in Durham. John Clark 
of ABC11 News was the Master of Ceremonies and awarded the 
winners their plaques L-R are Kumani Simmons—Star Studded 
Award, Antonio Jones—Superior Service Award, Zack Hawkins—
Citizen of the Year, Daniel Samuel—Omega Man of the Year Phil 
Terry—Chapter Basileus, Bryan Patton—Star Studded Award, 
Brian Beverly—Founders Award & Individual Picture—Jared Van-
hook—Essay Contest Winner. 

N.C. SEN. LEE NEW BUDGET CHAIRMAN IN UPCOMING 
SESSION

 (AP)—Veteran state Sen. Michael Lee of New Hanover County has 
been elevated to one of the chief Senate budget-writing positions 
for the next two years, presumptive Senate leader Phil Berger an-
nounced on Tuesday.
 Lee will join fellow Republican Sens. Brent Jackson of Sampson 
County and Ralph Hise of Mitchell County as Senate Appropriations 
Committee chairmen.
 Lee replaces Sen. Kathy Harrington, who didn’t seek reelection 
to the chamber in November. Jackson and Hise served as chairmen 
during the previous session.
 Other GOP committee chairmanships announced Tuesday include 
Sen. Jim Perry of Lenoir County joining Sens. Bill Rabon of Bruns-
wick County and Paul Newton of Cabarrus County as top Senate Fi-
nance Committee leaders.
 Perry replaces Sen. Warren Daniel of Burke County, who is now 
a chairman of the judiciary committee and remains a leader of the 
redistricting and elections committee. Daniel is now also the No. 2 
leader on the Senate Rules Committee, still chaired by Rabon.
 Sen. Amy Galey of Alamance County succeeds outgoing Sen. Dean-
na Ballard as a co-chair of the education committee. Galey and Sens. 
Lisa Barnes of Nash County and Dean Proctor of Catawba County 
now chair the education budget subcommittee.
 Sen. Buck Newton of Wilson County, who rejoins the Senate after 
a six-year absence, received a judiciary committee chairmanship, 
serving with Daniel and Sen. Danny Britt of Robeson County. Sen. 
Norm Sanderson of Pamlico County is no longer a judiciary panel co-
chair, but he holds other chairmanships.
 The General Assembly is scheduled to convene Wednesday for one 
day to elect chamber leaders and organize the upcoming two-year 
session.
 As with the previous session, Democrats will have no chairman-
ships on the Senate’s standing committees. Democrats hold 20 of the 
chamber’s 50 seats.

————
JURY HEARS CASE ALLEGING 4 COPS ENABLED 

PROSTITUTION RING
 ALEXANDRIA, Va. (AP)—A woman who says she was lured from 

(See STATE BRIEFS, P. 2)

MLK Tackled Many Issues In His 
Lifetime, But Where Are We Now?
 ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) — 
The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
fought for many issues through-
out his life as a minister and the 
leader of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, speak-
ing out against various barriers 
holding back Blacks, Hispanics, 
Asian Americans and Native 
Americans. Fifty years after his 
assassination, some of these bar-
riers have fallen — but others 
remain.
 Here is a look at five civil 
rights issues King addressed 
during his lifetime and where 
they stand now:
 SEGREGATION
 Four days after Rosa Parks 
was arrested for refusing to give 
up her seat on a Montgomery, 
Alabama, city bus, King ex-

horted a crowd at the Holt Street 
Baptist Church to launch a bus 
boycott. “Now let us go out to 
stick together and stay with this 
thing until the end,” he told the 
thousands gathered at the church 
that day in 1955.
 A federal court ended racial 
segregation on Montgomery pub-
lic buses, elevating King into the 
national spotlight. Years later, he 
stood behind President Lyndon 
Johnson at the signing of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which 
banned segregation in public 
places and employment discrimi-
nation on the basis of race or na-
tional origin.
 Still, King’s legacy concerning 
desegregation remains mixed, 
according to Gordon Mantler, a 
professor at George Washington 

University.
 “Yes, the traditional spaces 
like lunch counters and rest-
rooms were integrated,” Mantler 
said. “But some lunch counters 
were shut down and public pools 
became private.”
 And while schools became 
largely integrated in the 1980s, 
many have re-segregated. In 
1988, for example, about 44 per-
cent of Black students went to 
majority-white schools nation-
ally. Only 20 percent of Black 
students do so today, according 
to a study examining the nation 
50 years after the release of the 
landmark 1968 Kerner Report.
 The Kerner Report came from 
a commission created by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson in 1967 to 
examine the causes of urban ri-

ots in the 1960s. It blamed them 
largely on poverty, joblessness 
and tension with police and mi-
nority communities.
 VOTING
 King’s participation in the 54-
mile (87-kilometer) march from 
Selma, Alabama, to the state 
capital of Montgomery elevated 
awareness about the troubles 
blacks faced in registering to 
vote.
 President Johnson addressed 
a special session of Congress 
after marchers were attacked by 
white mobs and police, success-
fully urging lawmakers to pass 
the Voting Rights Act.
 Here, Mantler said King 
achieved a lasting effect. By 

(See MLK, P. 2)

The Political Vacuum In Haiti Deepens
 Haiti awoke Tuesday stripped 
of its last democratically elected 
institution — this time, its Sen-
ate — an alarming development 
that solidifies what some call a de 
facto dictatorship nominally in 
charge of a country wracked by 
gang violence.
 While only 10 senators had 
been symbolically representing 
the nation’s 11 million people in 
recent years because Haiti had 
failed to hold legislative elec-
tions since October 2019, their 
terms expired overnight, leaving 
Haiti without a single lawmaker 
in its House or Senate amid a spi-
raling political crisis. Organized 

crime groups have been running 
virtually unchecked since the 
July 2021 assassination of Presi-
dent Jovenel Moïse, who himself 
had been ruling by decree.
 “It’s a very grim situation,” 
said Alex Dupuy, a Haitian-born 
sociologist at Wesleyan Univer-
sity, “one of the worst crises that 
Haiti has had since the Duvalier 
dictatorship.”
 The bloody regime of Jean-
Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier, 
who fled the country in 1986, 
marked the last time Haiti 
lacked elected officials.
 The Parliament building in 
downtown Port-au-Prince re-

mained deserted on Tuesday, 
with only security guards at the 
gate. Similar scenes were evi-
dent outside Haiti’s non-function-
ing Supreme Court and electoral 
commission.
 Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Ariel Henry, who assumed lead-
ership of Haiti with the backing 
of the international community 
after Moïse was killed, has failed 
to hold general elections despite 
multiple pledges over the last 
year and a half to do so. His lat-
est promise, on Jan. 1, was that 
the Supreme Court would be re-
stored and a provisional electoral 
council tasked with setting a rea-

sonable date for elections.
 But Henry offered no time-
line, even as he asked Haitians 
to trust each other and “take me 
at my word when I speak of my 
government’s desire to do every-
thing possible to reconstitute our 
democratic institutions.”
 “There are no powers to check 
his decisions,” Dupuy said. “As 
long as that situation continues, 
Henry is going to be behaving 
like a dictator.”
 A spokesman for Henry’s of-
fice declined to comment.
 The U.N. has warned that secu-
rity in Haiti needs to improve be-
fore elections are held. Reported 
kidnappings soared to more than 
1,200 last year, double what was 
reported the previous year, ac-
cording to the U.N., and at least 
280 killings were reported in 
November alone, the highest 
monthly record.
 Briefing the U.N. Security 
Council in December, Helen La 
Lime, who was appointed Haiti’s 
U.N. special envoy in October 
2019, described what she called 
“alarmingly high levels of gang 
violence” in Haiti, which has 
fewer than 9,000 active police of-
ficers nationwide.
 The gangs increasingly rely 
on kidnappings to fund their op-
erations, with experts estimating 
that they control about 60% of 
Port-au-Prince.
 “We are scared to step out of 
our houses,” said Daniel Jean, 
25, who sells phone chargers and 
other equipment in the capital. 
“We are cornered: kidnapping, 
extortions. Gangs are killing 
people because we don’t have 
ransom.”
 Haitians have lost all trust in 

(See HAITI, P. 2)

Haitian migrants who hope to apply for asylum in the U.S. wait to register their names on a list 
made by a religious organization in Reynosa, Mexico, Dec. 21, 2022, on the other side of the border 
with McAllen, Texas.

 MLK’s legacy has been an inspiration to generations. We honor 
his sacrifice and leadership during the Civil Rights era. The wis-
dom of his words and the ripple effect of his actions can be seen 
around the world. read more starting on page 11
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‘Diamond,’ Diamond And Silk, Dies At 51

Lynnette Hardaway, left, and Rochelle Richardson, a.k.a. Diamond 
and Silk, arrive at the LA Premiere of “Death of a Nation” at the 
Regal Cinemas at L.A. Live on July 31, 2018, in Los Angeles. (Photo 
by Willy Sanjuan/Invision/AP, File)

 RALEIGH — Lynette Hard-
away, known by the moniker 
“Diamond” of the conservative 
political commentary duo Dia-
mond and Silk, has died, for-
mer President Donald Trump 
and the pair’s official Twitter 
account announced. She was 
51.
 Hardaway and her sister, Ro-
chelle “Silk” Richardson, rose 
to prominence during the 2016 
presidential campaign cycle 
when they appeared on stage 
in support of Trump, who em-
braced the two Black women 
amid widespread accusations 
of racism and sexism.
 Hardaway’s cause of death 
hasn’t been released. Trump, 
who called her death “really 
bad news for Republicans” in a 
Monday night post on his Truth 
Social platform, said it was “to-
tally unexpected.”
 “Our beautiful Diamond of 
Diamond and Silk has just 
passed away at her home in 
the State she loved so much, 
North Carolina,” Trump wrote. 
“There was no better TEAM 
anywhere, at any time!”
 The pair’s verified Twitter 

account had asked people to 
“please pray for Diamond” in 
a November tweet but did not 
elaborate on the circumstanc-
es.

 “The World just lost a True 
Angel and Warrior Patriot for 
Freedom, Love, and Human-
ity,” the account wrote Monday 
night, linking to a memorial 

fundraising page.
 A memorial ceremony will be 
announced.
 The sisters, who called them-
selves Trump’s “most outspo-
ken and loyal supporters,” have 
said they switched political 
parties to support his first 
presidential bid, in which he 
carried only about 8% of Black 
voters in the 2016 general elec-
tion.
 Raised in the Tar Heel state, 
the two amassed a following 
of 347,000 subscribers on You-
Tube and leveraged their inter-
net stardom to land many net-
work television appearances 
and regular roles at Fox News.
 The network removed them 
from its list of contributors 
in 2020 after they came under 
fire for spreading false infor-
mation about the COVID-19 
pandemic and vaccines.
 Landing at Newsmax, a right-
wing cable news and digital 
media company, they hosted 
three seasons of the show “Dia-
mond and Silk: Crystal Clear” 
and published the co-written 
autobiography “Uprising” in 
2020.

Chatham Co. Gets Tiny —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vacuum In Haiti Deepens —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to pay around $250. 
 Mahadevan is leveraging his 
decades of expertise working in 
the field of mental health to opti-
mize residents’ health and well-
being through every inch of the 
tiny homes’ design. Mahadevan 
also pointed out how certain as-
pects of the home were designed 
with the individuals who will 
one day be occupying the house 
in mind, including using neutral 
paint colors on the walls to avoid 
triggering certain emotions and 
centralizing laundry services in 
the clubhouse to encourage more 
informal social interaction. 
 “The Tiny Homes Village is a 

revolutionary concept with the 
power to inspire home builders 
across the country to build inclu-
sive communities within their 
development footprint,” said Re-
becca McAdoo, German Homes 
regional president. 
 “Garman Homes is glad to play 
a small part in ensuring Chatham 
County residents will live a hap-
py, healthy lifestyle.” 
 This project was developed 
with the help of a handful of 
other public and private partner-
ships between the UNC School of 
Social Work, N.C. State College 
of Design, Alliance Health and 
Chatham County. Now that the 

tiny homes are finished, Garman 
Homes plans to continue its quest 
to provide statewide, affordable 
housing by unveiling Weavers 
Grove, a mixed-income commu-
nity in northern Chapel Hill, in 
partnership with Habitat for Hu-
manity. 
 “Affordable housing is a major 
driver of homelessness for many 
people and especially people with 
serious mental illness,” said Amy 
Blank Wilson with UNC’s School 
of Social Work. Thanks to her 
and the school’s public-private 
partnership, there’s a glimmer of 
hope in Chatham County between 
Chapel Hill and Pittsboro. 

 Recently joining the effort is 
another nonprofit, Alliance Health 
according to its spokesperson, 
Doug Fuller. 
 “We really do believe that hous-
ing is a healthcare intervention. 
It’s very fundamental to people’s 
recovery from behavioral ill-
ness,” Fuller said.
 Alliance is chipping in $100,000 
which will cover the cost of two 
of the tiny homes. However, Al-
liance’s contributions to the tiny 
home village won’t end there. Its 
workers will volunteer to help 
build the homes which are ex-
pected to be available to the first 
residents in the summer of 2023. 

Costa Rica into a Virginia-based sex-trafficking ring says a former 
police chief and three other officers were clients of the enterprise and 
allowed it to operate.
 A federal jury in Alexandria began hearing testimony Tuesday in 
the civil trial against the four officers, including Edwin Roessler, the 
former chief in Fairfax County, the state’s most populous county.
 The woman, identified only as Jane Doe, worked under the supervi-
sion of Hazel Sanchez from 2010 until 2015. Sanchez was later convict-
ed of running a commercial sex operation.
 Doe says Sanchez forced her into prostitution after luring her from 
Costa Rica with the promise of work as a nanny and a high-end escort 
who would go out on dates with wealthy clients but not necessarily be 
required to have sex with them.
 In reality, according to Sanchez’s guilty plea, women were required 
to have sex with as many as 17 men a day, including dangerous and de-
grading sex acts.
 Doe says the officers enabled her trafficking by allowing Sanchez’s 
ring to operate and that police officers are well aware of the connec-
tions between trafficking and commercial sex operations.
 The lawyer for Roessler and James Baumstark, a former Fairfax 
County police captain who is now deputy chief in Asheville, N.C., said 
the allegations against her clients are “preposterous.”
 “It’s made up out of whole cloth,” said their lawyer, Kimberly Bau-
com.
 Roessler and Baumstark were not initially defendants in the law-
suit. Baucom said they were added to the case only after a disgruntled 
Fairfax officer who worked on sex-trafficking cases came forward to 
Doe’s lawyer after the initial lawsuit received publicity.
 The initial accusations against Roessler accused him of seeking to 
thwart that officer’s sex-trafficking probe. On Tuesday, for the first 
time publicly, Doe’s lawyer, Victor Glasberg, alleged that Roessler and 
Baumstark were also both clients of Sanchez’s operation.
 Glasberg said the defendants “covered up the Sanchez enterprise 
until (Doe) went to the FBI and it was shut down.”
 Doe went to the FBI in 2015 after she said she was finally able to 
escape from Sanchez. Doe said Sanchez controlled her by confiscating 
her passport and threatening to turn her in to immigration authorities 
if she didn’t work as a prostitute.
 The FBI investigation resulted in the criminal case against Sanchez. 
The FBI also turned over its findings to Fairfax County police, which 
led to the resignations of the other two defendants, Michael Barba-
zette of Manassas, a police lieutenant, and Jason Mardocco of Gaines-
ville, a sergeant.
 The FBI investigation turned up emails and phone numbers con-
necting Barbazette and Mardocco to Sanchez. In Tuesday’s opening 
statement, their lawyer, Heather Bardot, said her clients acknowledge 
hiring Sanchez as a prostitute, but said they had no knowledge of a 
wider operation run by Sanchez or that they even knew Doe.
 All four defendants question Doe’s credibility. They say she was 
never trafficked but was in fact engaged in sex work consensually. 

STATE BRIEFS
Continued from page 1 MLK Tackled Many Issues—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the 1970s and 1980s, the Ameri-
can South had elected thousands 
of Blacks to various offices, 
compared to almost none in the 
1950s.
 Black and Latino coalitions 
sprouted in Chicago, Los Ange-
les, New York and Houston to 
elect people of color to local and 
federal offices — and eventually 
aided in electing the nation’s first 
Black president.
 POVERTY
 King was assassinated in Mem-
phis while coming to the aid of 
striking sanitation workers. He 
also was in the midst of organiz-
ing the Poor People’s March on 
Washington, a campaign that 
sought to highlight the economic 
and human rights of poor citi-
zens of all ethnic backgrounds 
struggling with poverty.
 Former U.S. Sen. Fred Harris 
of Oklahoma, the last surviving 
member of the Kerner Commis-
sion, said the fight to reduce pov-
erty remains one of King’s most 
significant unfinished works.
 “There are far more people 
who are poor now than was true 
50 years ago,” Harris said. “In-
equality of income is worse.”
 The percentage of people liv-
ing in deep poverty — less than 
half of the federal poverty level 
— has increased since 1975, ac-
cording to a study marking the 
50th anniversary of the Kerner 
Report. About 46 percent of 
people living in poverty in 2016 
were classified as living in deep 
poverty — 16 percentage points 
higher than in 1975.
 Rev. William J. Barber II, a 
Goldsboro, North Carolina, pas-
tor who was leading a multi-eth-
nic “Poor People’s Campaign: A 
National Call for Moral Revival,” 
said tackling poverty remains a 
moral obligation for the nation.
 “After 50 years, we still have 
work to do,” he said.
 HOUSING
 During King’s lifetime, land-
lords could refuse to rent to 
Blacks and Latinos, and racial 
covenants and redlining allowed 

people of color to be excluded 
from buying homes in certain 
neighborhoods.
 After King’s assassination, 
President Johnson asked Con-
gress to pass the long-stalled 
Fair Housing Act, which banned 
refusing to rent or sell housing 
based on race, religion, sex, dis-
ability, familial status or national 
origin.
 In the decades after the act’s 
passage, Black homeownership 
rose by almost 6 percentage 
points. But those gains were 
wiped out from 2000 to 2015 
when Black homeownership fell 
6 percentage points.

 Harris, the former senator, 
said Blacks were disproportion-
ately affected by the subprime 
loan crisis of the late 2000s, 
which contributed to the further 
racial and economic segregation 
of neighborhoods, especially in 
urban areas.
 WAR
 “I oppose the war in Vietnam 
because I love America,” King 
told an audience at New York’s 
Riverside Church in 1967. “I 
speak out against this war, not in 
anger, but with anxiety and sor-
row in my heart, and, above all, 
with a passionate desire to see 
our beloved country stand as the 

moral example of the world.”
 King had concluded that mili-
tarism, like poverty, was stalling 
the U.S. from living up to its ide-
als. And Mantler said King felt it 
ultimately could lead to fascism.
 Today, the U.S. maintains mili-
tary bases around the world.
 Mantler said the nation did 
not heed King’s warning that 
war damages the nation’s moral 
authority. “Both parties fight to 
give more money to the Penta-
gon,” Mantler said. “It hasn’t 
changed.”
 And that support for milita-
rism often comes at the expense 
of fighting poverty, he said.

In this March 10, 1965 file photo, demonstrators, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., stream over 
an Alabama River bridge at the city limits of Selma, Ala., during a voter rights march. King’s par-
ticipation in the 54-mile (87-kilometer) march from Selma, Ala., to the state capital of Montgomery 
elevated awareness about the troubles blacks faced in registering to vote. (AP Photo/File)

the democratic process, Jean 
said, adding that he won’t vote 
if the same politicians and par-
ties appear on the ballot: “They 
have more influence than the 
gangs. They control all the 
gangs.
 “This is why the country is 
not going to move forward until 
the international community ... 
comes in to help,” he said.
 Henry requested the imme-
diate deployment of foreign 
troops in October after the most 
powerful gang seized control of 
a key fuel terminal, cutting off 
supplies to hospitals, schools, 
businesses and homes.
 But the United States and 
Canada, among others, have re-
sponded only by implementing 
sanctions, not sending troops.
 “Haiti needs stability,” de-

cried Andrea Marcele, 29, who 
sells yams, lemons, carrots and 
other goods in the streets of the 
capital after migrating from 
the northern region of Grand-
Anse.
 “The country has no presi-
dent ... no elected officials,” she 
said. “Everybody is hungry for 
power. We are paying the conse-
quences.”
 As the situation worsens, 
Haitians increasingly flee by 
plane or aboard rickety boats, 
desperately risking their lives 
to reach some safety and eco-
nomic security. Many aim for 
the Bahamas, or Florida. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration 
intercepted tens of thousands 
last year, sending them back to 
Haiti.
 Rodelie Kator, 49, sells rice, 

beans and other goods, hoping 
to send her 18-year-old son to 
Chile or Brazil, popular desti-
nation points for Haitians who 
then try to reach Mexico and 
cross into the United States.
 “I’m hoping for a better life 
for my son,” she said. “I don’t 
want to witness him being 
killed.”
 Kator said she wishes he 
could stay in Haiti because she 
has seen in the news “what my 
brothers and sisters have to go 
through to get to Mexico. ... be-
ing treated like animals.”
 But Haiti holds no promise 
for her son, even as Biden an-
nounced last week that his ad-
ministration would immediately 
turn away Haitians and other 
migrants at the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

 Haitian economist Enomy 
Germain tried to use this mo-
ment, with zero elected officials 
in Haiti, to encourage his coun-
trymen.
 “This date will have marked 
the beginning of the end of a 
political class without vision — 
without regard for the common 
good and without balance — if 
you good people get involved,” 
he tweeted. “Know that tomor-
row will not be better without 
you.”
 But even if elections were to 
be held, many Haitians wonder 
whether any candidate will be 
worthy of their support as they 
fear for their life.
 “It feels like we’re head-
ing toward a civil war,” said 
Marcele. “You’re walking with a 
coffin under your arm.”
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Business & Finance

A BETTER WAY TO GET
THE FUNDS YOU NEED
From building, buying or refinancing your home to 
purchasing a new car, we have you covered.

At United Bank, we lend more than just money. We'll be 
with you every step of the way to make sure you get the 
products you need with the service you deserve.

Member FDIC

SBA Veteran Small Business Certification 
Program In Now Accepting Applications
 WASHINGTON – On January 
9th, the U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) began accept-
ing applications through the Vet-
eran Small Business Certification 
(VetCert) program as part of the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s 
commitment to expanding access 
to resources for Veterans and oth-
er underserved populations. The 
improvements in the customer 
experience for Veteran entrepre-
neurs and business owners made 
by VetCert will build upon the $25 
billion in government contract 
spending with service-disabled 
Veteran-owned small businesses 
(SDVOSBs) in Fiscal Year 2021. 
  “The SBA’s new Veteran small 
business certification program is 
designed with our commitment 
to deliver exceptional support for 
our skilled entrepreneurs from 
America’s military community,” 
said Administrator Isabella Casil-
las Guzman. “Supporting these 
Veteran entrepreneurs with ac-
cess to government contracting 
will ensure they can continue 
their valued service to the Ameri-
can people, whether working 
in manufacturing, retail, R&D, 
or helping us build critically 
needed infrastructure to promote 
America’s long-term growth, 
job creation, and wealth genera-
tion.” “Small businesses owned 
by Veterans are eligible for key 
benefits and well-deserved sup-
port because of their owners’ self-
less service to our nation,” said 
Denis McDonough, Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. “Certification is 
a critical part of that process, and 
I encourage all eligible Veterans 
to submit their verification ap-
plications to the Small Business 
Administration starting today.” 
  The transfer of Veteran certi-
fication responsibility from the 
Veterans Administration (VA) to 
the SBA aligns with the Biden 
Administration’s focus on stron-
ger interagency collaboration. 
The two agencies working closely 
together to accomplish a complex 
task benefits not only the Veteran 
community but the nation as a 
whole.   

  “When federal agencies work 
together toward a common 
goal, great things can be accom-
plished,” said Larry Stubblefield, 
Deputy Associate Administrator 
for the SBA’s Office of Govern-
ment Contracting & Business De-
velopment. “The collaboration be-
tween the SBA and the VA means 
that Veterans, who have dutifully 
served our country, will be well 
served on their entrepreneurial 
journey and Veteran business 
owners will have additional op-
portunities in the federal market-
place.” 
  The program will be the Agen-
cy’s primary certification vehicle 
for all Veteran-owned small busi-
nesses (VOSBs) and SDVOSBs, 
important classifications that en-
able those businesses to qualify 
for sole-source and set-aside fed-
eral contracting awards. Certified 
VOSBs are eligible to compete 
for sole-source and set-aside 
contracts at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, while certified 
SDVOSBs can compete for sole-
source and set-aside contracts 
government-wide. The Agency 
began accepting applications 
on January 9, 2023. As the SBA 
moves forward to ensure more 
Veteran entrepreneurs have ac-
cess to economic opportunities, 

Administrator Guzman has grant-
ed a one-time, one-year extension 
to the current Veteran small busi-
nesses verified by the Veterans 
Administration Center for Verifi-
cation and Evaluation (CVE) as of 
January 1, 2023.  
  The SBA is implementing sev-
eral improvements to streamline 
the certification experience for 
Veteran entrepreneurs. These in-
clude: 
· Providing Veterans with a cen-
tral support platform for their 
small business certification needs. 
· Providing reciprocal certifica-
tion for businesses with remain-
ing eligibility in the women-
owned small business (WOSB) 
and 8(a) programs. 
·Creating a more business-friend-
ly approach by streamlining the 
application process and aligning 
ownership and control require-
ments across the VetCert, 8(a), 
and WOSB programs.
 To be eligible to apply for the 
Veteran Small Business Certifica-
tion Program, an applicant must: 
• Be considered a small business, 

as defined by the size stan-
dard corresponding to any 
NAICS code listed in the busi-
ness’s SAM profile. 

• Have no less than 51% of the 
business owned and con-

trolled by one or more Vet-
erans. 

• For certification as a SDVOSB, 
have no less than 51% of 
the business owned and con-
trolled by one or more Veter-
ans rated as service-disabled 
by VA.  

• For those Veterans who are 
permanently and totally dis-
abled and unable to manage 
the daily business operations 
of their business, their busi-
ness may still qualify if their 
spouse or appointed, perma-
nent caregiver is assisting in 
that management. 

• Eligible new applicants certi-
fied by the SBA after January 
1, 2023, will receive the stan-
dard three-year certification 
period. 

   Firms verified by the VA Cen-
ter for Verification and Evalua-
tion (CVE) as of January 1, 2023, 
are automatically granted certifi-
cation by SBA for the remainder 
of the firm’s eligibility period. 
The SBA has granted a one-time, 
one-year extension of certifica-
tion to current VOSBs and SD-
VOSBs. This additional year will 
be added to the existing eligibility 
period of a current participant. 
 The 2021 National Defense Au-
thorization Act grants a one-year 
grace period for self-certified 
SDVOSBs until January 1, 2024. 
During the grace period, busi-
nesses have one year to file a 
certification application with the 
SBA. Self-certified SDVOSBs that 
apply before January 1, 2024, will 
maintain eligibility until the SBA 
makes a final eligibility decision. 
 Beginning January 1, 2024, both 
Veteran and service-disabled Vet-
eran small business owners will 
need to be certified to compete 
for federal contracting set-asides 
unless an application from a self-
certified firm is pending an SBA 
decision.  
 For the latest information on 
the Veteran Small Business Cer-
tification program, visit www.sba.
gov/vetcert, reference the pro-
gram’s FAQs, or email vetcert@
sba.gov. 

Burrow, Blake And 
Others Buy A Farm
By Rob Goldberg

Bleacher Report

 Athletes are often looking for unique ways to invest their mon-
ey, and farming could be the new hot trend in 2023.
 Cincinnati Bengals star Joe Burrow and Boston Celtics veteran 
Blake Griffin are part of a group that is purchasing a 104-acre 
farm in Iowa for about $5 million.
 According to Owen Poindexter of Front Office Sports, Bur-
row and Griffin are part of Patricof Co. investments with about 
25 total athletes, including NBA stars Kemba Walker and Khris 
Middleton, the NFL’s Zach Ertz, MLB’s Kevin Gausman and the 
NHL’s Anders Lee.
 The first farm purchased in Iowa is focused on corn and soy, 
although the group plans to diversify by buying four other farms 
in the coming years. Among the options are watermelon farms in 
Oregon.
 The group will then lease the land to farmers while earning an 
annual return on the investment.
 Griffin has already branched out to the agriculture world with 
his numerous investments, which includes AppHarvest and Lem-
on Perfect. He’s also been an investor in SpaceX.
 Patricof Co. sources investment opportunities for athletes 
while also incorporating institutional investors such as JPMor-
gan.
 Founder Mark Patricof told Front Office Sports on Monday 
that agriculture investments had been of interest for years but 
were foregrounded in 2022, when he felt the market was running 
too hot.
 “We did three investments last year after doing six the year 
before,” said Patricof. “The market changed. The world changed. 
Prices didn’t necessarily go down, but valuations should have, so 
we held back. It was the right time in the cycle to put money into 
this asset class.”
 By mid-November, the market turned more favorable, and the 
firm is preparing to announce its biggest deal ever, which will be 
with a “known brand in the alcohol space.”
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

SUPPORT SMALL & LOCAL BUSINESSES

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 1/31/2023

Get Your Free Market Report
What is your home really worth?

Contact me today for a free market
report:  919-832-1814 ext. 305

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

LORI’S
 FUNERAL HOME

Excellent Service, Affordable, Dynamic 
Presentation, Personalization!

(Over 4,000 sq. feet, 2 chapels, 5 Viewing Parlors and 
so much more.)

1014 Garner Road • Raleigh, NC 27601
(919) 832–0636

“Raleigh’s Only Female Owned
 Funeral Home”

 African American’s make up roughly 30% of the population in Raleigh, but own less 
than 10% of the small businesses. To keep our community moving in the right direction, 
we MUST support our Black-Owned Businesses. Your local funeral homes do succession 
planning. Everyone needs to prepare for end of life events, no matter how uncomfortable 
it is to discuss. If you are having trouble moving, or your muscles are weakening, go see 
a physical therapist to help you. If you want to buy or sell a home, visit your local Black 
realtor. And, we all need comfort food. What better place to go for soul food than a Black-
Owned restaurant. 
 We must also support small businesses that support Black-Owned businesses. It takes a 
village, and we must support each other to make sure that we continue to have a village. 

How Roberta Flack Ascended To Superstardom On Her Terms
By Antonino D’Ambrosio

American Masters

 It was 1968. A piano prodigy, 
who was teaching music in a 
segregated school in Asheville, 
North Carolina, made her way to 
Washington, D.C. The year was a 
monumental moment in Ameri-
can history. The country was 
caught between progression and 
decline. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
and Robert Kennedy were both 
assassinated. The Vietnam War 
was still raging. The civil rights 
movement struggled with leader-
ship as the fight for equality con-
tinued. But there was always mu-
sic. Music was the place where 
we could seek something better, 
something different. Hope. Peace. 
Grace. A bigger vision of what it 
meant to be alive.
 Marvin Gaye was all over the 
radio with “I Heard it Through 
the Grapevine.” Aretha Franklin 
too with “I Say a Little Prayer.” 
Jimi Hendrix, The Rolling 
Stones, Johnny Cash, The Temp-
tations, the music in 1968 was 
the soundtrack to the social and 
cultural revolution, a movement 
trying to pull us away from the 
conflicts that were defining and 
destroying the year.
 “Just give me three nights and 
I quit teaching,” the young musi-
cian told Henry Yaffe, owner of 

the club Mr. Henry’s in Washing-
ton, D.C. He did. Jazz great Les 
McCann walked in one night and 
bore witness to the future, and 
the young teacher went on to be-
come one of America’s greatest 
music stars, reaching a level of 
superstardom very few ever at-
tain. Roberta Flack joined the mu-
sic powerhouse, Atlantic Records, 
where her labelmates included 
Aretha Franklin.
 The late, celebrated founder of 
Atlantic Records, Ahmet Ertegun, 
once remarked:
 “If anybody asks me where I’m 
from, my first inclination is to 
say, ‘Washington,’ because that’s 
where I grew up meaningfully. I 
had to sign Roberta to our label 
because listening to her sing and 
play the piano gave me a sense 
of an even deeper meaning to my 
life, where I was from, and where 
I could go.”
 Flack’s story is one of the 
promise of what America could 
be, dreamed up in the clouds. Sit-
ting at the edge of the American 
North and South while in Wash-
ington, D.C. gave her a unique 
perspective. As the members of 
Fugazi, the iconic rock band from 
Washington, D.C. recently told 
me:
 “To us, any great artist who 
comes from D.C. engenders a 
profound amount of pride for a 

city that has no music industry 
infrastructure at all… Like Ro-
berta Flack, Marvin Gaye, or 
Duke Ellington, the chances of 
being a national act coming out 
of D.C. are slim, unless the artist 
is tenacious and talented . . . Ro-
berta was tenacious and talented 
all the way.”
 Enter Domenico Scarlatti. In 
what would be a defining char-
acteristic to Flack’s artistic ap-
proach and vision, she took the 
revered piano sonatas of the 
great 18th century Italian com-
poser and made them her own. 
At the age of 13, Flack performed 
one of Scarlatti’s piano sonatas, 
winning second place honors in 

a statewide contest for African-
American students. I could sense 
from learning of this moment and 
listening to Flack’s music that she 
also shared Scarlatti’s personal 
mantra:
 “Show yourself more human 
than critical, and then your plea-
sure will increase.”
 At the age of 15, Flack was 
awarded a scholarship to attend 
Howard University. Flack de-
veloped a self-reliance and inde-
pendence that led to a personal 
and creative emancipation. She 
innately realized that she had 
to follow the beauty of her own 
dreams.
 Launching herself into a music 

career on her own terms, with 
an inimitable work ethic, Flack 
emerged as a defining popular 
cultural force. What is even more 
profound is that, in the grandest 
of traditions, Flack is one of our 
great storytellers, an artist and 
performer whose work trans-
forms the human spirit. Music 
unifies us, as Flack sang in Gene 
McDaniels’ song—“a river some-
where that flows through the lives 
of everyone.”
 Here is the heart of Flack’s sto-
ry and the core of my film. Striv-
ing for connection, celebration, 
spirituality, this film uplifts a life 
that breaks Flack free from the 
narrow categorization of R&B or 
soul artist and instead places her 
in the truer, more inspirational 
story of a life lived with unbend-
ing artistry. A person who has a 
talent (and integrity) to change 
and shape the world is special, 
but a person who displays cour-
age—sometimes amidst the great-
est odds and while embracing 
their own fears—that is rare. And 
that story needs to be illuminated 
and uplifted, shared and used as 
a rallying point, crafted into a 
visually enchanting song, one that 
inspires the audience to cooper-
ate, to act, to create honestly and 
earnestly, defying the stereotypes 
and categories that limit our cre-
ativity and potential.

 Flack is a global citizen en-
gaged in creative response, dis-
playing a certain daring, a certain 
self-determination of mind in 
her work. The moments that she 
shares offer a safe haven, a place 
to know that we are not alone, 
echoing James Baldwin’s belief 
that “the primary distinction of 
the artist is that they must active-
ly cultivate that state which most 
people, necessarily, must avoid; 
the state of being alone.” For me 
as a filmmaker, I believe we’re 
all born citizens of the world and 
we proclaim it, even in the worst 
of times. We proclaim it through 
our being; we proclaim it through 
our art. It’s all a constant struggle 
towards existence.
 Roberta Flack’s music is the 
soundtrack for this worldview. 
Flack embodies this fully and 
this film aims to capture that and 
more. “A song to me is a very tan-
gible thing. I can feel it with my 
hands and see it with my eyes,” 
Flack once said. This is what she 
has given to so many for so long; 
and this film intends to do the 
same, reaching beyond her loyal 
fanbase and stirring a new gener-
ation’s consciousness and aware-
ness through her music, work and 
mission. As an artist engaged in 
creative response, Roberta Flack 
remains incomparable and peer-
less.
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Community

 GET THAT MONEY!—A local Middlesex, NC family, THE DOUGH-
TY FAMILY will be on the popular game show FAMILY FEUD on 
Tuesday, January 24TH. Tune in to your local television station to 
cheer them on!

Paid for by the 
U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services.

Find updated COVID vaccines at  vaccines.gov 

An updated vaccine provides better protection from severe 

COVID illness. Get yours today and protect yourself and 

those you love.

Live Your Best Life With Updated 
COVID Protection!

By Brenda Morgan Moore
Special To The Carolinian

 For the past 20 years, begin-
ning in 2003, the J.W. Ligon Class 
of 1966 has adopted families to 
make their holidays just a little 
brighter.
 We usually adopt families with 
children but in years past we 
have adopted senior citizens also. 
We  get a wish list from the adop-
tees and each committee mem-
ber will select a member of the 
family and fulfill their wish list. 
We also reach out to other class-
mates (near and far) and ask for 
their help and so far, their par-
ticipation has been incredible . 
 Once we have fulfilled all of 
the wish lists, we contact the 
families and set up a time; usu-
ally a week before Christmas so 
that we may deliver the gifts we 
have collected. We always be-
gin with a prayer; we then sing 
Christmas carols and finally fel-
lowship with the families before 
we move on to the next family.  
We have delivered baskets of 
food, toys, clothes, gift cards 
and cash money just to make the 
families have a happy and joyous 

holiday.  
 Our Class of 1966 Committee 
consists of only a few but with 
the help of other classmates we 
are the mighty J.W. Ligon Class 
of 1966.
 Committee members are Orrin 
Ray Haywood, Samuel McLean, 
Brenda Morgan, Moore, Lucy 

Pollard Burke, Anita Robin-
son-Christmas, Alma Catherine 
Smith Rocha, Plummer Vines 
and Alfonso Williams.  
 We always welcome participa-
tion from all classmates, and we 
are forever grateful for their 
continued support that they have 
given throughout the years.

The Christmas Cheer Project 
From JW Ligon Class Of 1966

 SALISBURY—Livingstone Col-
lege will deploy its mobile food 
unit into the community to feed 
homeless individuals in obser-
vance of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Holiday.
 On Friday, Jan. 13, Living-
stone’s Hospitality Management 
and Culinary Arts’ 53-foot mobile 
food unit will be stationed at the 
Salisbury Civic Center parking 
lot from 3–5 p.m., where culinary 
arts students and college volun-
teers will serve food to those liv-
ing without housing. The center is 
located at 315 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Avenue South.
 This will be the first time the 
unit has participated in a service 
project such as this, said Eliza-
beth Marquez, director of Living-
stone’s Culinary Arts Program. 
 The students will serve chicken 
noodle soup with crackers, turkey 
and cheddar and roast beef and 
Swiss sandwiches, complete with 
lettuce, tomatoes and condiments, 
cookies, chips, a piece of fruit and 
bottled water.
 The mobile food unit is a fea-
ture of Livingstone’s culinary arts 
program. It has a TV and fire-
place, fully functional kitchen and 
dining space.
 The college is collaborating 
with Dennis Rivers, victims/
homeless liaison with the Salis-
bury Police Department, on the 
project. According to Rivers, the 
Salisbury Civic Center is a central 
location for the concentration of 

homeless individuals in the area.
 Livingstone will also collect 
gloves, socks and scarves to 
distribute to the homeless at the 
event.
 Social work majors from the 
college will also be on hand for 
community engagement and con-
versation.
 The King holiday is the only 
federal holiday designated as a 
National Day of Service to en-
courage people to volunteer to 
improve their communities.
 “Livingstone College will serve 
food to our neighbors in need in 
honor of the legacy of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.,” said Dr. Anthony 
J. Davis, Livingstone’s 13th presi-
dent. “Engagement is a part of 
our prescription for success. No 
one cares how much you know, 

until they know how much you 
care.”
 Davis said one of King’s most 
profound quotes will serve as the 
blueprint for how Livingstone cel-
ebrates the man and his message 
under his administration: “Life’s 
most persistent and urgent ques-
tion is, ‘What are you doing for 
others?’”
 This is Livingstone’s inaugural 
King service project, but the col-
lege is planning to expand upon 
it to include not only homeless 
people, but the underserved and 
the under resourced in our com-
munity as well.
 Livingstone’s Office of Admis-
sions will also participate in the 
MLK Community Resource Fair 
at the Salisbury Civic Center on 
Jan. 14. 

Friday: Feeding The Homeless 

 DURHAM—WGU North Caro-
lina has awarded five current 
students with WGU North Caro-
lina 5th Anniversary Scholar-
ships. 
 The scholarships, valued at up 
to $10,000, represent the largest 
to date for an in-state scholar-
ship from the university. WGU 
North Carolina celebrated its 
fifth anniversary as a state affili-
ate of online nonprofit Western 
Governors University in October 
of 2022, and the following recipi-
ents were selected and notified 
up until December.
 •Kendall Hill Shue, China 
Grove
 •La’Shari Ames Bailey, Ra-
leigh
 •Timothy Pounds, Goldsboro

 •Kevin Hatcher,  Jackson 
Springs
 •Amy Lynn Griffey, Stella
 The WGU North Carolina 5th 
Anniversary Scholarships were 
awarded based on applicants’ 
academic records, readiness for 
online study, and demonstrated 
financial need, as well as other 
considerations. In 2022, WGU 
awarded more than $630,000 
in scholarships to students in 
North Carolina.
 “These f ifth-anniversary 
scholarship recipients have 
demonstrated resilience, deter-
mination, and academic excel-

lence,” said Ben Coulter, Ed.D., 
Chancellor of WGU North Caro-
lina. “I was honored to notify 
and congratulate each of them 
personally, and we are thrilled 
that they are furthering their 
education at WGU, putting them 
on a path to continued career 
success.”
 Designed for working adults, 
WGU is a fully accredited non-
profit online university offering 
more than 80 bachelor’s and 
master’s degree programs in 
healthcare, IT, business, and 
K–12 education. Flat-rate tuition 
is around $4,000 per six-month 

term for most undergraduate de-
gree programs, and WGU’s com-
petency-based education model 
allows students to accelerate at 
their own pace. Each student is 
assigned a mentor from their 
degree field who will work with 
them all the way through to their 
graduation.  
 Since its launch five years ago, 
WGU North Carolina has more 
than tripled its enrollment from 
1,100 to more than 4,200. More 
than 6,800 WGU alumni live 
across all 100 counties in the state. 
For more information about WGU 
North Carolina, visit nc.wgu.edu.

NC Residents Earn WGU Scholarships
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Committed to
 saving you more

Learn more at foodlion.com/save
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Ag-Grow-Culture
By Jason Lindsay

Staff Writer

 The CO2 in the atmosphere has 
become ecologically imbalanced. 
The world’s wealthiest industries 
play a role as antagonist to the 
planet. And to be in resistance 
to nature one must be in conflict 
to the people of the planet. In 
result, our planet is resisting 
through warming, globally. 
 Think about it. If there is a 
virus in your body you began to 
run a fever, overheat to burn off 
the infection. It seems that it is 
the same with the earth. The res-
idue of modern society is nothing 
shy of pollution. Oil and waste in-
dustry have polluted our oceans 
and shorelines. 
 Over 8 million tons of plastic 
alone is dumped in the ocean 
annually. And 1.3 million gal-
lons of petroleum is spilled into 
our water ways by the vessels 
and pipelines of United States 
oil company’s on average every 
year. The timber companies have 
popularized clear cutting (to re-
move every tree from an area). 
This practice has drastically de-
creased the life in the soil while 
destroying naturally habitats for 
wildlife. The practice of clear-
cutting in collaboration with 
development has placed entire 
communities in flood plains.
 In popularized agriculture (big 
ag.), chemical inputs (synthet-
ic herbicides, pesticides, etc.), 
monocultures (the cultivation 
of one crop in a field), corporate 
farms (in particular livestock), 
and oversized equipment has 
made agriculture a industry that 
contributes 11 percent of the 
United States emissions, and fos-
sil fuels makes up its equipment 
and fertilizers.
 The truth is agriculture has the 
potential to bring levels of re-
solve to global warming. Sustain-
able farming (farming without 
synthetic chemicals) reverses 
the effects of global warming 
while simultaneously enrich-
ing the soil because sustainable 
farming sequesters carbon. 
 Carbon sequestration is a pro-

cess in which CO2 (carbon di-
oxide) is captured from the 
atmosphere and stored in a solid 
or liquid. In the case of agricul-
ture it is stored in a solid; soil. 
Soil is made up of broken-down 
plant matter. This organic mat-
ter contains carbon dioxide that 
the plants has absorbed from the 
atmosphere. The soil holds this 
carbon for very long periods of 
time. 
 Big agriculture emitted 669.5 
million metric tons of carbon 
dioxide in 2020. Through over 
tillage done by large equipment, 
the over population of livestock 
in unnatural habitats, and the 
use of synthetic pesticides and 
herbicides, the United States 
agriculture sector has exhausted 
the farmland of America. 
 Yet, American farmlands alone 
could sequester a billion met-

ric tons of carbon per calendar 
years. To put this into perspec-
tive: with sustainable, environ-
mentally friendly practices we 
could capture the agricultural 
CO2 emittance of the last 12,000 
years in 110 years.  
 There is one thing we could 
do much faster within the same 
process. Replenish our soil. The 
fact is that the more a farm 
sequesters carbon from the at-
mosphere, the more the soil im-
proves, and the healthier the soil, 
the more nutrient rich the food. 
Farms that sequester carbon 
are found to be more resistant 
against drought and erosion. 
Erosion and drought alongside 
disease has brought a national 
yield decrease of 50 – 75 percent 
within the last year. 
 This dip in yield transcends 
commodity crops straight into 

specialty crops as well. Crops 
like tomatoes,  mushrooms, 
squash, snap beans, strawber-
ries, bell peppers, chili peppers, 
asparagus, cauliflower, and broc-
coli, all witnessed this shortage 
last year. 
 Soil remediation is a must. 
Feeding ourselves is our re-
sponsibility. And reserving our 
ecosystem is a necessity to do 
so. Again, nature gives us the an-
swers within herself. Things like 
composting, adding compost and 
manure to the land, and cover-
cropping (a crop grown for the 
protection and enrichment of the 
soil), all aid in sequestering car-
bon. But, there is one crop that 
does a little more than others, 
perennials.  
 Perennial crops like flowers 
and herbs sequester more carbon 
than annual crops. Annual crops 

Soil Sequestering In Connection To Flowers & Herbs In Perennials 

require annual cultivation. Till-
age is a major way to release the 
carbon from the soil, so with the 
prep demands of annual crops, 
carbon sequestration is minimal-
ized. Yet, perennials reduce soil 
disturbance therefore allowing 
deeper root systems to seize 
more carbon within the earth. 
 The earth does not like to be 
naked. Anytime soil is left bare it 
fills itself with vegetation unless 
it is depleted. Depleted soils hold 
less water, less nutrients, and its 
plant life is more susceptible to 
disease. When the water rises 
on depleted soils it erodes away. 
This erosion releases nitrates 
(natural chemicals found with 
the soil) from the soil into fresh 
water ways endangering fresh 
water marine life. This process 
is called nitrate leaching. 
 Nitrate leaching is harmless in 

topsoil layers of soil, yet when 
the moisture capacity of the soil 
is reached nitrates escape the 
soil and is led into water ways 
like creeks and rivers and there 
it’s a problem. 
 This environmental pollutant 
breeds weeds and algae which 
limits oxygen within the water 
hindering aquatic life.
 Synthetic fertilizers are known 
for leaching nitrates. The weaker 
the soil, the more synthetic fer-
tilizer is needed. The weaker the 
soil, the less water it can hold. 
Meaning, in a “big ag.” (users of 
synthetic fertilizers and over-
sized equipment) field where the 
soil is over tilled and syntheti-
cally fertilized, when the rains 
come the soil can’t hold the wa-
ter and the additional fertilizer 
is washed into the water ways. 
Again, America’s biggest indus-
tries play the role of antagonist 
to the planet. 
 Perennials on the other hand 
hold the land together reducing 
erosion. The deep roots of peren-
nials maintain soil coverage and 
increases the structure of the 
soil and soil biota (the life in the 
soil including bacteria, nema-
todes, insects, fungi, worms, and 
algae).  
 Perennials increase the soil 
health therefore decreases the 
need for pesticides and herbi-
cides. Providing this soil stabil-
ity enhances the soil biodiver-
sity (allows organisms to adapt 
to change in the environment) 
giving the soil what it needs to 
establish and maintain a balance 
ecosystem. 
 With all the power of growing 
perennial flowers it is interest-
ing to note that 64 percent of 
the flowers sold in America are 
imported. Think about it. The 
one crop that could gift us more 
carbon sequestered atmospheres 
and richer soils is predominantly 
imported. As a nation, America 
has to ‘’redistribute it’s wealth,” 
because the success of America’s 
largest industries literally means 
the destruction of the planet. Yet, 
the solution can be as simple as 
planting flowers.

 NEW YORK (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- The National Minority Sup-
plier Development Council (NMSDC) is excited to announce the first 
cohort of the Black Farmers Equity Initiative. The joint venture 
from NMSDC and Cargill is aimed at advancing agricultural supply 
chain access for Black farmers. This collaborative initiative aims to 
create a pathway for emerging Black farmers to achieve parity in 
the agriculture industry with learning solutions, certification, lend-
ing, networking, and new contracts. The 11 members of the first co-
hort are:
 Richard Francis aka Farmer Chippy – Francis owns Plantation 
Park Heights Urban Farm. Its main commodities are pepper and 
herbs, and it is located on five acres of land in Maryland.
 Antron Williams – Williams owns Mahogany Farms LLC. Its main 
commodities are corn, cotton, soybeans, and wheat and it is located 
on 550 acres of land in South Carolina.
 Sidney and Shane Lovelace – The Lovelaces (father and son) own 
Lovelace Farms. Its main commodities are cows and hay, and it is 
located on 150 acres of land in Kentucky.
 D. Spencer Riley – Riley owns Orgaceutical. Its main commodities 
are leafy vegetables and microgreens, and it is located on five acres 
of land in Pennsylvania.
 Michael Rollen – Rollen owns Ophelia’s Blue Vine Farm. Its main 
commodities are herbs and spices and it is located on one acre of 
land in Missouri.
 Kimberly Ratcliff – Ratcliff owns Caney Creek Ranch and Farm to 
Freezer Meat Company. Its main commodities are Charbray cattle 
and feed resources, and it is located on 2500 acres of land in Texas.
 Cherie Jzar – Jzar owns Deep Roots. Its main commodities are 
vegetables, flowers, fruits, berries, herbs, apiaries, and animals and 
it is located on seven acres of land in North Carolina.
 Harold Singletary – Singletary owns BrightMa Farms. Its main 
commodity is hemp, and it is located on 96 acres of land in South 
Carolina.
 Immanuel Jarvis – Jarvis owns Jireh Family Farm. Its main com-
modities are permaculture pigs, rabbits, goats, and meat chickens 
and it is located on four acres of land in North Carolina.
 Dr. Michael Lloyd – Lloyd owns Num Num Sauce Farms. Its main 
commodity is tomatoes, and it is located on two acres of land in 
Georgia.
 James E Davis, Jr. – Davis owns Bales and Bushels. Its main com-
modity is cotton, and it is located on 12 acres of land in Louisiana.
 “Increasing the numbers of Black farmers in the U.S. agricultural 
industry is an essential part of achieving NMSDC’s mission of elimi-
nating the racial wealth gap within the next 50 years. We are excited 
to work with these incredible farmers as they grow their businesses, 
build generational wealth, and provide much needed resilience to 
our nation’s agricultural supply chain,” said Jetheda Hernandez, se-
nior director, strategic alliances and programming at NMSDC.
 Members from the first cohort of the Black Farmers Equity Ini-
tiative will complete an eight-week learning curriculum focused 
on growing their capacity to take on major national contracts with 
NMSDC’s corporate members. Members will also receive strategic 
business support including complimentary NMSDC certification.

NMSDC Announces First 
Cohort of Equity Initiative

By Lauren Matison
Outside

 For those of us who have bene-
fited from an outdoor upbringing, 
it can be easy to forget that tak-
ing a family walk in the woods 
is an immense privilege. Many 
marginalized groups have lim-
ited access to the natural world, 
and in some families there may 
be no precedent for even delib-
erately cultivating a relationship 
with it.
 Meanwhile, youth are grap-
pling with climate anxiety. One 
recent global study found that 59 
percent of young people aged 16 
to 25 were extremely concerned 
about climate change, and more 
than 45 percent of them said 
this negatively impacted their 
daily lives. The good news, ac-
cording to another study, is that 
participating in collaborative, 
hands-on educational activities 
related to climate change is one 
proven way to ease the distress. 
These activities can also help 
kids find community in environ-
mental stewardship, which is key 
to creating a sustainable move-
ment—youth who make a shared 
positive local impact are more 
likely to remain invested in cli-
mate action as adults.
 Organizations are popping up 
worldwide to provide more out-
door access and environmental 
education to youth, fostering the 
next generation of advocates for 
our planet. From New Mexico’s 
Navajo Nation to the school gar-
dens of Charleston, we identified 

five programs across the U.S. 
that have proven track records 
of igniting kids’ interest in the 
natural world and inspiring them 
to fight for outdoor equity and 
climate justice in their own back-
yards.
THE GREEN HEART PROJECT, 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH 
CAROLINA

 In an age where young stu-
dents aren’t guaranteed any out-
door activity during the day—
just ten states in the country 
require recess in elementary 
school, for an average of 25 min-
utes—The Green Heart Project 
is setting a better precedent 
with its farm to school pro-
gram, which brings kids into 
a garden for one hour every 
week through the year. Started 
in 2009 with a third grade class 
at Mitchell Elementary, Green 

Heart now operates in 18 public 
and private schools through-
out Charleston (including three 
schools added this year), and 
has built a successful model 
for hands-on food and outdoor 
education between its bountiful 
vegetable gardens and lesson 
plans covering food, health, 
science, and the environment. 
The in-school and after-school 
program, serving pre-K to 12th 
grade, reached 3,900 students 
last year, and expects to reach 
5,000 this year. “Our core value 
is to respect, so we have three 
rules: respect yourself, your 
buddies, and the earth,” says 
Amanda Howell, Green Heart’s 
development director. “When 
you have that as a core value 
and that experience nurturing 
the garden and understanding 
how food grows, where it comes 

from, and the impact on the 
earth, it is raising a generation 
of kids to have this fundamental 
respect for the environment and 
a drive to do something about 
it.”
 Aaron Johnson, who recently 
graduated from the Charleston 
Charter School for Math and 
Science, started with Green 
Heart as a third-grader at the 
program’s flagship elementary 
school and has since returned to 
participate in all three summers 
of its eight-week youth intern-
ship program, which entails 
working in school gardens and 
engaging in educational sessions 
on food systems, healthy liv-
ing, career preparedness, and 
environmental and financial lit-
eracy. “Working on Green Heart 
projects has changed how I eat 
and my perspective on life while 
having fun and learning how to 
live off the land, even in the most 
unexpected spots,” says Johnson.
 Howell says that these days, 
the community is more inter-
ested in the gardens than ever: 
“Especially after the COVID 
spike, people have shown a new 
appreciation for the food system 
and where food comes from.” 
During the pandemic, she’s also 
seen many high school interns 
becoming inspired to study sus-
tainable agriculture, gardening 
therapy, and social justice work. 
“If our high school students are a 
testament to the next generation 
of climate leaders,” Howell adds, 
“I feel pretty good about the di-
rection we’re going in.”

Outdoor Education Programs Are Inspiring The Next Gen

 SAN JUAN, P.R.— On Janu-
ary 9th, at the American Farm 
Bureau Federation annual con-
vention, Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack announced several 
major developments at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture that 
will benefit farmers, ranchers and 
producers across the nation.
 Secretary Vilsack announced 
that USDA continues to make 
progress in the following areas 
by:
• Assisting producers facing 

high input costs to access do-
mestic, innovative fertilizer 
capacity.

• Improving risk protection for 
underserved producers.

• Investing in new choices and 
meat processing capacity for 
livestock producers.

• Providing relief for producers 
impacted by disaster and the 
pandemic.

 These programs and efforts 
are part of the Biden-Harris 

Administration’s commitment 
to lower costs for producers, in-
crease competition and access to 
market opportunities, and ensure 
equity in designing and develop-
ing programs to help all produc-
ers. Additionally, the announce-
ments are a continuation of the 
Biden-Harris Administration’s 
focus on targeting assistance 
based on need, reaching every-
one who is eligible, and removing 
the bureaucratic burden on pro-
ducers.
 Improving Risk Protection for 
Beginning, Veteran, Limited Re-
source and Minority Producers
 The Noninsured Crop Disas-
ter Assistance Program (NAP) 
provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops 
when low yields, loss of inven-
tory or prevented planting occur 
due to natural disasters. There is 
a Congressionally mandated fee 
waiver for basic coverage for un-
derserved producers. However, 

a previous set of procedures 
and regulations created a paper-
work burden that stood in the 
way of many producers taking 
advantage of the basic coverage 
option. The recent rule removes 
barriers and establishes proce-
dures through which an under-
served producer with a CCC-860, 
Socially Disadvantaged, Limited 
Resource, Beginning and Veter-
an Farmer or Rancher Certifica-
tion, on file prior to the applica-
ble NAP application closing date 
will automatically receive basic 
coverage for any NAP-eligible 
crops they plant. Underserved 
producers on file for 2022 will 
also receive retroactive basic 
coverage. Like all other covered 
producers, underserved produc-
ers will still need to file a notice 
of loss and apply for benefits.
 In addition to the basic cata-
strophic level coverage under 
NAP, producers can buy-up high-
er levels of coverage by paying 

a premium. Underserved produc-
ers receive a 50 percent discount 
on any premiums. Producers who 
are interested in obtaining NAP 
coverage for 2023 should also 
contact their local FSA county of-
fice for information on eligibility, 
coverage options and applying for 
coverage. FSA also plans to target 
outreach to previous producers 
of NAP-eligible crops to ensure 
these producers are aware of 
their options. 
 New Programs to fill gaps in 
2020/2021 Natural Disaster As-
sistance (Emergency Relief Pro-
gram (ERP) Phase 2) and 2020 
Pandemic Assistance (Pandemic 
Assistance Revenue Program 
(PARP)
 USDA is announcing two new 
programs that wrap-up and fill re-
maining gaps in previous natural 
disaster and pandemic assistance. 
To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, 
producers must have suffered a 
decrease in allowable gross rev-

enue in 2020 or 2021 due to neces-
sary expenses related to losses of 
eligible crops from a qualifying 
natural disaster event. Assistance 
will be primarily to producers of 
crops that were not covered by 
Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, 
since crops covered by Federal 
Crop Insurance and NAP were 
included in the assistance under 
ERP Phase One.
 To be eligible for PARP, an agri-
cultural producer must have been 
in the business of farming during 
at least part of the 2020 calendar 

year and had a 15% or greater 
decrease in allowable gross rev-
enue for the 2020 calendar year, 
as compared to a baseline year.
 The ERP Phase 2 and PARP 
application period is open from 
January 23, 2023 through June 2, 
2023. For more information, pro-
ducers should contact their local 
USDA service center or refer-
ence the ERP Phase 2 fact sheet 
(PDF, 1.7 MB), PARP fact sheet 
(PDF, 540 KB) or the ERP Phase 
Two-PARP Comparison fact sheet 
(PDF, 2.5 MB).

USDA Announces Major Program Improvements, Progress, 
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Amid the Chaotic Speakership 

Debate in the House, A Star is Born
By Stacy M. Brown

Guest Editorial
 It’s possible that after the 
bitter campaign for House 
Speaker ended on January 
7th,  Americans—especial -
ly Black Americans—felt a 
strong sense of déjà vu.
 New York Democratic Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries provided a 
masterclass on leadership and 
served up a clear reminder 
of what an up-and-coming 
senator from Illinois named 
Barack Obama once did dur-
ing a divided America.
 “Progress asserted itself 
tonight, manifested in [Ha-
keem] Jeffries, even amidst a 
hostile takeover of the House 
by neo-fascists,” Jason Ran-
dolph of Vote.org commented.
 Randolph said Jeffries de-
livered “what’s likely the best 
political speech not given by 
Obama in generations.”
 On July 27, 2004, during the 
Democratic National Conven-
tion in Boston, a 42-year-old 
Barack Obama, who a few 
months earlier won a Senate 
primary in Illinois, spoke elo-
quently and inspiringly about 
the divide facing America.
 “Now even as we speak, 
there are those who are pre-
paring to divide us, the spin 
masters ,  the negative ad 
peddlers who embrace the 
politics of ‘anything goes,’” 
Obama asserted.
 “Well, I say to them tonight, 
there is not a liberal America 
and a conservative America; 
there is the United States of 
America. There is not a Black 
America and a White America 
and Latino America and Asian 
America; there’s the United 
States of America.”
 Nineteen years later, in 2023 
where many say politics are 
as divisive and dangerous as 
ever, Jeffries, 52, channeled 
Obama by providing a master-
class on leadership.
 He called for “maturity over 
Mar-a-Lago,” a direct shot at 
new House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy’s praise of Trump.
 T h r o u g h o u t  J e f f r i e s ’ 
speech, Trump supporting Re-
publicans jeered while Demo-
crats rose to applaud the 
Brooklyn born congressman.
 Jeffr ies  smoothly  went 
through the alphabet to cap-
ture all the ails America, and 
what’s needed to repair the 
divided nation.
 “House Democrats will al-
ways put American values over 
autocracy, benevolence over 
bigotry, the Constitution over 
the cult, democracy over dem-
agogues,” Jeffries asserted.
 “Freedom over fascism, 
governing over gaslighting, 
hopefulness over hatred qual-
ity of life issues over Q’Anon, 
reason over racism, substance 
over slander, triumph over 
tyranny, understanding over 
ugliness, and voting rights 
over voter suppression.”
 Earlier, the Republican Par-
ty did, in fact, select a speak-
er, albeit grudgingly; howev-
er, given the 15 rounds it took 
for McCarthy to secure the 
necessary votes, it’s possible 
that his tenure as speaker 
won’t last.
 Whether or not McCarthy 
remains speaker, his ascen-
sion to the top post in the 
chamber is unlikely to be re-

membered as the 118th Con-
gress’ defining moment.
 McCarthy, despite multiple 
defeats before winning the 
speakership race and his pre-
vious condemnation of former 
President Trump’s role in the 
2021 insurrection, still praised 
Trump.
 The person elected to lead 
Congress and look out for 
A m e r i c a ’s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s 
praised an alleged would-
be over thrower of the U.S. 
government just two years 
and one day after the Trump-
inspired insurrection in which 
several lives were lost.
 Although a congressional 
c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d e d 
criminal charges and numer-
ous members of Trump’s inner 
circle testified to the commit-
tee about the former presi-
dent’s guilt.
 McCarthy, upon being pre-
sented with the speaker’s gav-
el, remarked, “I do want to 
especially thank President 
Trump.”
 “Do not doubt, in my opin-
ion; in fact, no one should 
doubt his influence. He was 
with me from the beginning. 
So ,  thank you ,  Pres ident 
Trump.
 However,  two years ear-
lier, McCarthy held that “the 
President bears responsibil-
ity for Wednesday’s attack on 
Congress by mob rioters. He 
should have immediately de-
nounced the mob when he saw 
what was unfolding.”
 McCarthy’s moments aside, 
many people who watched 
the inauguration of the 118th 
Congress said that Jeffries, 
the first African-American to 
lead a major political party in 
Congress, demonstrated true 
leadership.
 “McCarthy’s speech should 
have contained some of the 
words Jeffries spoke,” Dean 
Obeidallah, a lawyer and host 
of a self-titled SiriusXM show, 
opined.
 “[McCarthy] should have 
made it clear he denounces au-
tocracy, fascism and the grave 
threats facing our democ-
racy by Trump and the MAGA 
wing of the Republican Party,” 
Obeidallah insisted.
 The radio host wasn’t alone.
 “ R e p .  H a k e e m  J e f f r i e s 
speaks truth to power,” de-
clared attorney Ben Crump.
 “Politicians must remem-
ber that they represent U.S. 
All of us. Let’s encourage our 
lawmakers to work together 
and pass policy that helps all 
American people and that pre-
serves our democratic form of 
government,” Crump said.
 “This is what leadership 
looks like, sounds like and 
does,” podcaster Chris Hahn 
tweeted.
 Strategist Steve Schmidt 
added, “The early morning 
hours of January 7 marked the 
rise of a new American leader: 
Hakeem Jeffries. The thun-
derclap was the magnificence 
of his voice rising in defense 
of the American creed and his 
taking his place in a long line 
of liberty’s defenders.”
 Actor Rob Reiner simpli-
fied the outpouring of acco-
lades resulting from Jeffries’ 
speech.
 “A star is born,” Reiner de-
clared.

GOVERNOR ABBOTT’S CHRISTMAS EVE ACT OF CRUELTY 
AGAINST DESPERATE REFUGEES MAKES A MOCKERY OF 

“GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN”
 “Governor Abbott abandoned children on the side of the 
road in below freezing temperatures on Christmas Eve without 
coordinating with any Federal or local authorities. This was a 
cruel, dangerous, and shameful stunt. As we have repeatedly 
said, we are willing to work with anyone—Republican or Dem-
ocrat alike—on real solutions, like the comprehensive immi-
gration reform and border security measures President Biden 
sent to Congress on his first day in office. But these political 
games accomplish nothing and only put lives in danger.”

—White House spokesman Abdullah Hasan
 Seeking asylum in the United States is legal.
 People who have applied for asylum and await adjudication 
of their applications are present in the United States legally.
 But even if they weren’t, nothing could justify Texas Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott’s inhumane Christmas Eve stunt. Buses 
carrying about 130 migrants bound for New York City, where 
volunteers and family members were waiting to meet them, 
were rerouted to Washington, D.C., so they could be dumped 
unexpectedly at Vice President Kamala Harris’ home.
 The Texas Division of Emergency Management apparently 
made no effort to coordinate with local authorities or rescue 
groups either before or after discharging the migrants into the 
18-degree cold.
 As many have noted, Abbott’s malice was all the more shock-
ing for falling on Christmas Eve, when Christians celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ—immediately after which the Holy Fam-
ily themselves became refugees.
 Good will toward men, indeed.
 Abbott’s latest act of cruelty is part of an ongoing and failing 
effort by politically-ambitious right-wing governors to portray 
“sanctuary cities”—those that have limited the extent to which 
they will carry out the responsibilities of federal immigration 
enforcement agencies—as hypocritical.
 The effort is wholly illogical—asylum seekers are not break-
ing federal law—and has thoroughly backfired, as the migrants 
have been welcomed with warmth and generosity in the cities 
and towns the governors hoped to embarrass.
 In fact, volunteers and local officials in sanctuary cities have 
expressed that they are more than willing to accept responsi-
bility for more migrants, particularly as a surge of migrants 
await the lifting of the Trump-era Title 42 policy that allows 
the quick expulsion asylum-seekers at the border.
 The Supreme Court on Tuesday allowed the policy to remain 
in place.
 “If things like this are done in a coordinated and humane 
manner, it could really be a good option for those border towns 
that are struggling,” Tatiana Laborde, managing director of  
SAMU First Response, told CNN.  The nonprofit that has been 
assisting migrants since the buses began coming to Washing-
ton earlier this year.
 But a coordinated and humane response appears to be the 
last thing Abbott and his fellow tormentors of migrants, Ari-

Glen Mollette
Speaks

By Glen Mollette

KEVIN MCCARTHY, PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN AND 
CONGRESS MUST WORK TO SOLVE PROBLEMS 

Recently, in a Mexican restaurant in Houston, Texas, a patron 
shot and killed a man who was robbing other patrons. The rob-
ber was masked and brandishing what appeared to be a pistol. 
If the man who shot the robber is charged with murder for pro-
tecting himself and others from a potentially lethal threat, then 
we have a serious problem. 
 We have another problem. Millions of undocumented people 
have crossed our border from El Paso to San Diego and in be-
tween.  America is being invaded. We do not have enough free 
housing, welfare and food stamps to support all these people. 
 Biden wants to mobilize 85,000 IRS agents who will find ev-
ery dollar they can to support the millions of undocumented 
people roaming our nation. How many more dollars can the 
IRS squeeze out of your pocket? Do you have property that 
they can seize and sell for a few dollars?  85,000 agents will 
need to find something to do and most likely they will be check-
ing up on everyone. 
 Arizona has been patching holes in their border with contain-
ers which has been working. Biden ordered that the contain-
ers be removed. Over one million undocumented people have 
crossed into America through Arizona during Biden’s Presi-
dency. 
 Can you imagine being a farmer or just living on the South-
ern Border? This is 24-hour a day nightmare for these land-
owners. Do you think anyone wants to buy their property? 
These same people are coming to your community. They are 
looking for jobs and housing. They need money and food. Do 
you have plenty of affordable housing in your community? Do 

you have big free food banks to feed these people? If you need 
a reasonably priced apartment, I would suggest you snatch it 
fast because people are coming who need that apartment and 
they may have more help from the government than you do to 
underwrite the costs. 
 McCarthy, Biden, and Congress must bring back every job 
we have outsourced to China. We can no longer do business 
with China. The people who have been living in America the 
last few years need jobs and millions of new undocumented 
workers need jobs. By the way, do you remember when the 
United States Census was a once every 10-year job?  Now, 
Census workers have to work year-round chasing down people 
who will not complete U.S. Government Census information. 

THE SHOP TEACHER’S SUNDAY AF-
TERNOON CLASS FOR PARENTS AND 

STUDENTS. Lesson seven (7).
Letter to the Editor:
 Good parents are perpetual teachers. A wise man said, “Truth 
crushed to earth will rise again.”  On July 4, 1950, Radio Free 
Europe started broadcasting in 15 languages to bring truth to 
the oppressed. Today because of the lies about the so-called 
“critical race theory.” Our school children are being taught 
“false” history, and thousands of books are banned/ burned. 
My “e-mail-free USA” is a small step in helping the truth 
“rise” from the ashes. Today we uncover seven truncated les-
sons in less than 15 minutes 
 (1.) PRICELESS ADVICE FROM GRANDMAMA Humphrey. 
Suppose you are working in a team of five people. Watch what 
each team member is doing and learn their job, especially, the 
team leader. Be the first to help a fellow team member so you 
can gain that skill. Your goal should be to do something other 
than work there for life but to start your own business in the 
next few years. 
 (2.) WORD FOR TODAY: An entrepreneur is a person who 
puts their money up to create a business and works long hours 
to make it successful. Christians call it “stepping out on faith.” 
If you have to borrow money/capital to get started, it is better 
to borrow from someone you know and trust. After the loan 
review committee examines your well-prepared business plan, 
a bank may turn you down.   They may borrow/“steal” your 
vision, and share it with their friends or relatives to start that 
million-dollar business. Card players call that “peeping your 

PRAYERS FOR THE YEAR AHEAD
 2023 is a special year for the Children’s Defense Fund—the 
fiftieth anniversary of CDF’s founding. Once again, I begin the 
year sharing prayers for the work ahead as we remain stead-
fastly determined to stand for children and to leave no child 
behind.

***
We pray and stand for children who need our voice.
We pray and stand for children blessed by parents who care  
 and for children without a parent or anyone who cares at all.
We pray and stand for children filled with joy and for children  
 whose days and nights are joyless.
We pray and stand for children with hope and for children  
 without hope whose spirits have been dimmed and dashed.
We pray and stand for children high on play and study and  
 laughter and for children high on opioids and cocaine.
We pray and stand for children for whom we pray every day  
 and for children who have no one to pray them along life’s  
 way.
We pray and stand for children poised by circumstance to soar  
 and conquer life’s challenges and for children bogged down  
 by hunger and homelessness and violence and miseducation  
 and struggling so hard to survive.
We pray and stand for children who love to read and for 
 children who can’t read at all, for children who learn   
 with excitement and for children told by adults they cannot  
 achieve.
We pray and stand for children who we expect and help to do  
 well and for children whom no one believes in or helps 
 succeed.
We pray for parents, grandparents, teachers, preachers, and  
 political and community leaders that we will be a help and  
 not a hindrance for children we call our own and for all the  
 children God created who are part of our family too.

***
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation where small  
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 babies die of cold quite legally.
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation where small   
suffer from hunger quite legally.
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation where toddlers   
and schoolchildren die from guns sold quite legally.
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation that lets children   
be the poorest group of citizens quite legally.
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation that lets the rich   
continue to get more at the expense of the poor quite legally.
O God, forgive and transform our rich and powerful nation   
which thinks security rests in missiles and bombs rather   
than in mothers and in babies.
O God, forgive and transform our rich nation for not giving   
You sufficient thanks by giving to others their daily bread.
O God, help us never to confuse what is quite legal with what   
is just and right in Your sight.
Help us to stand together to make America just and right for   
all Your children.

***
O God, help us recover our hope for our children’s sake.
Help us recover our courage for our children’s sake.
Help us to recover our discipline for our children’s sake.
Help us to recover our ability to work together for our 
 children’s sake.
Help us to recover our values for our children’s sake.
Help us to recover a spirit of sacrifice for our children’s sake.
Help us to recover our faith in Thee for our children’s sake.

***
Dear God, thank you for the gift of a new year to serve You
help me to talk right
help me to walk right
help me to see right
help me to feel right
help me to do right
in Your sight.

 (3.) QUOTE: Arthur Ashe said, “One important key to success 
is self-confidence. An important key to self-confidence is prepara-
tion.”
 (4.) SCRIPTURE (paraphrased) II Timothy 1:7 NIV “For the 
Spirit God gave us does not make us timid but gives us power, 
love, and self-discipline. Fear is the enemy of the entrepreneur. 
 (5.) AFRICAN PROVERB: “A man cannot sit down alone to plan 
for prosperity.” 
 (6.) THE STONE THE BUILDER REJECTED was Madam C.J. 
Walker an African-American entrepreneur, philanthropist, politi-
cal and social activist. She was the first female self-made million-
aire in America. Walker made her fortune by developing and mar-
keting a select cosmetics line and hair care for black women. God 
put her on this earth on December 23, 1867, and called her home 
on May 25, 1919. She is now a cornerstone. 
 (7.) SALUTE to Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs). They accept us with open arms saying come as you are. 
We will educate, teach relevant hands-on skills and guide you in 
the right direction. Now that we are successful, it is time to send 
monthly or yearly donations to the “great” institutions that guided 
us through our metamorphosis. OUR OUTSTANDING HBCU TO-
DAY IS Tuskegee University, located In Tuskegee, Alabama. 
 Today’s teacher is an author, raconteur, Army veteran, past 
local NAACP president, North Carolina A&T State University al-
ums, and retired 34-year shop teacher James Jerome Hankins.

How many full-time census workers will it take to chase down all 
of these undocumented people? 
 If Biden, McCarthy, and Congress do not protect Social Security 
your town will probably have to close up. Over 70 million Ameri-
cans count on Social Security income. Social Security is all or 
over half of all this number receives each month. As the buying 
power of the retired population suffers, each community suffers. 
The government collects social security taxes from people to sub-
sidize us in our old age.  Americans will be back into abject pov-
erty if they don’t keep Social Security strong. 
 Affordable housing, medical insurance and jobs that pay over 
$15 an hour must also be McCarthy and Biden commitments. We 
must be able to buy health insurance across state lines. State 
governments need to make it easier for working poor to have 
health insurance. We need real people to answer the telephones 
in the state and local governments. Websites need to be simple 
and seamless. Working poor Americans feel like their local states 
aren’t that interested in helping them. 
 Making medical care more affordable will solve problems for 
everyone including the insurance companies. Publicly listing the 
cost of services and surgeries was a good idea that most medical 
providers don’t seem to be following. Making pharmacy purchas-
es from Canada easier is imperative for struggling Americans. 
 We have some problems in America. Biden, McCarthy and Con-
gress have a lot to do. Name calling, and aggressive behavior in 
the House only makes for a few seconds of television stupidity. 
America has some problems.  We need for McCarthy and Biden 
and Congress to step up and help us solve them. 
 Dr. Glenn Mollette is a graduate of numerous schools including 
Georgetown College, Southern and Lexington Seminaries in Ken-
tucky. He is the author of 13 books including UncommSense, the 
Spiritual Chocolate series, Grandpa’s Store, Minister’s Guidebook 
insights from a fellow minister. His column is published weekly 
in over 600 publications in all 50 states.

zona Gov. Doug Ducey and Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis, desire.  
Nor can DeSantis, at least, credibly claim to be motivated by a de-
sire to ease the burden on border towns.
 DeSantis, who was responsible for luring a group of unsuspect-
ing Venezuelan migrants Texas to Martha’s Vineyard, admitted he 
had to go searching for victims in Texas because mass migration 
is not a problem in Florida.
 “The problem is, is we’re not seeing mass movements of them 
into Florida,” he said. “It’s just coming in onesie-twosies.”
 It’s clear these governors simply are using desperate and vul-
nerable refugees as pawns in a sick and twisted political game.  
And they won’t stop until they suffer political consequences for 
their cruelty.  While term limits prevented Ducey from seeking 
a third consecutive term as governor, both Abbott and DeSantis 
overwhelmingly won reelection.  DeSantis is a likely candidate 
for the GOP nomination for President in 2024.
 The Eighth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution prohibits the in-
fliction of “cruel and unusual punishment”—and the migrants who 
have been subjected to the governors’ cruel and unusual treat-
ment have done nothing that warrants punishment. Regardless of 
one’s position on asylum, compassionate people can unite against 
sadistic games. It’s up to the American people to demonstrate 
they share the values of those communities that have “made room 
at the inn” for the migrants endangered and exploited by Abbott, 
Ducey, and DeSantis.

SUSTAINABLE ELECTRICITY WE CAN RELY ON
By Roy Cooper

North Carolina Governor

 North Carolinians deserve reliable, sustainable electricity at a 
reasonable cost, but because of increasingly severe weather and ag-
ing fossil fuel plants, that result could be less certain. That’s why we 
now have a plan to ensure more reliable and sustainable electricity 
by moving more quickly toward low-cost renewable energy.
 We only have to look at December’s severe cold weather to see 
more than half a million frustrated North Carolinians without power 
during the Christmas holidays. According to Duke Energy, the 
Christmas Eve power outages resulted from equipment failures at 
coal and natural gas plants while renewable energy performed as ex-
pected. Families spent Christmas Eve without lights or heat because 
of equipment failures at five different fossil fuel plants. This is unac-
ceptable and North Carolina is taking action to prevent future power 
failures.
 It starts with the plan to transition from fossil fuel-generated 
electricity to more clean energy. In October 2021, I signed the bi-
partisan state law, House Bill 951, which set the first-ever carbon 
reduction goals for our state while working to keep costs low and 
reliability high. As directed by this legislation, the Utilities Com-
mission recently released a carbon plan with a balanced approach to 
increase renewables and make sure there is a more reliable electric 
grid. Solar energy is already cheaper than coal and gas, and rapid 
advancements in wind energy and battery storage technology will 
make them an even more essential part of a reliable, lower-cost en-
ergy mix. 
 We also need to make sure our electric grid is prepared to handle 
our everyday power needs and is resilient enough to withstand fu-
ture severe storms. My administration is planning investments in 
federal funding from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law and the In-
flation Reduction Act signed by President Biden to help North Caro-
lina build a more modern, resilient energy grid delivering reliable, 
lower cost, clean energy to our homes and businesses. 
 And let’s not forget the great jobs the clean energy economy is al-
ready bringing to North Carolina—not only did CNBC rank our state 
as the best in the country to do business, so did Business Facilities 
magazine which cited growth in our clean energy sector as a driving 
factor.
 Clean, reliable and low-cost electricity is the backbone of our com-
munities and a strong economy. The significant investments to move 
the electric grid to more reliable, cleaner, renewable energy will 
help put more money in the pockets of North Carolinians.
 Finally, there is almost universal scientific agreement that climate 
change is causing more severe weather and putting our planet at 
risk. Carbon emission reductions are essential in the fight against 
climate change, and high-paying clean energy jobs are a positive by-
product of the transition away from fossil fuels.
 North Carolina has a history of forward-looking innovation that 
has been the foundation of our success as a state. Now we’re deploy-
ing that tradition again to tackle our 21st century energy challenges.

I’M DREAMING OF A WARM CHRISTMAS
By Robert C. Koehler

PeaceVoice

 Two a.m. Boink! My eyes pop open. It’s Christmas Eve, but it’s not 
that I just heard Santa wandering through the house. It’s far more 
banal: gotta use the bathroom. I crawl out of bed, step bare-assed 
into… oh my God… a learning experience.
 Another one!
 The heat was off. The furnace had shut down. And it was below-
zero outside—apparently way below zero. The previous day, weather 
advisories had flowed in: lots of snow, cold as hell. And now here I 
was, naked in a house that had lost its heat. Uh… now what?
 Step one, of course, was to complete my intended task: go to the 
bathroom, which I did. But at 2 a.m., I couldn’t envision any further 
productive action. I crawled back into bed, pulling the covers around 
me. I fell back to sleep, returned to the coziness of dreaming, at least 
for a while. But eventually I got up for real. Getting dressed didn’t 
stop with putting my clothes on. I also wrapped myself in a winter 
jacket. Then I called the furnace guys. Problem solved, right?
 Well, not exactly. This was Christmas Eve, after all: a.k.a., Sat-
urday, Dec. 24. Turns out people throughout the Chicago area were 
having furnace problems and initially the person I talked to said she 
couldn’t schedule an appointment for me till… good God, Monday. 
But she said she could also put me on a waiting list—if there’s a can-
cellation or whatever, a technician might be able to work me in.
 That was the best I could do, and I was left—winter-bundled in my 
own house—to ponder with awe how fully I take warmth and comfort 
for granted. Without warmth and comfort, I’m not free to be bored! 
I’m not free to be self-indulgent, annoyed or even depressed, much 
less opinionated and politically angry. I just stood there shivering 
and staring into the unknown. Finally (warning: I’m about to reveal 
how complex my life is, at age 76) I decided that I might as well 
drive over to Walgreen’s and pick up the prescription they have wait-
ing for me. I had nothing else to do.
 It was on this brief journey, a mile and a half from my house, that I 
first felt a penetration of awareness—or something. Life amounts to 
more than just me.
 Come on! I already know this. Nonetheless…
 I parked my car in the lot, walked 20 feet through the frigid weath-
er to the drugstore, and there was a guy… there was a guy… just 
sitting on the sidewalk next to the revolving door, a Styrofoam cup in 
his hand. He needed money on this below-zero day and he was sitting 
on the sidewalk. My brain swirled in confused empathy. I put a dollar 
in his cup.
 Somehow I felt… what? Connected to his plight? I had been shiver-
ing that morning as well. We’re all one? I picked up my prescription 
and, as I left the store, I dug into my empathy and gave him another 
five dollars.
 That was it. I headed home, beset with a sense of collective guilt. 
Something big is wrong here, right? Even though I already knew 
this, my awareness in this moment felt, for God’s sake, different: not 
merely abstract, but physical.
 And shortly after I got home, I was informed that a technician 
was on the way. Wow! Now I felt great. And all that collective guilt 

vanished as I prepared to reclaim “normalcy.” Alas, it didn’t happen 
quite that easily. Since this was Christmas Eve, the technician did 
not have access to the new motor that my furnace needed, and he 
shrugged: He’d have to come back on Tuesday. And suddenly I was 
catapulted back into a sense of shivering victimhood.
 He left me with a space heater, which was capable of heating up 
about a foot of space in the house, and I spent the rest of Christmas 
Eve wedged next it and covered with a blanket, staring at my com-
puter. Ah, life! That night I stacked about 10 blankets on the bed and 
crawled in without removing anything except my shoes. The house 
temperature by then was in the low 40s, but the blankets and multi-
layers of clothing kept we warm enough to sleep.
 The next day was Christmas. Ta da! “We wish you an ironic Christ-
mas,” ran the song in my noggin. Because of unusual circumstances, 
I had no particular plans that day. I had already celebrated an early 
Christmas in Wisconsin, with my sister and her family, and I was 
just planning to hang out, surf the Internet, ponder life and (maybe) 
write something profound and change the world. I did have one ac-
tual plan: to call my daughter, Alison, the artist who lives in Paris. 
We talked, via FaceTime, and she saw her dad dressed as though 
he were calling from Antarctica. I tried to make it seem funny—I 
simply didn’t want anyone to be concerned. But for some reason she 
was.
 And so she called her aunt—my sister-in-law—who a short while 
later called me and invited me over. Uh… I was momentarily hesi-
tant as I sat wedged next to the space heater, but quickly felt the lure 
of warmth and normalcy. “Gosh, thanks! I’ll be there.” I packed my 
toothbrush, some socks and underwear, whatever, and headed off to 
Skokie, to the home of my sister-in-law and brother-in-law. Apparent-
ly, I’m not quite the lone wolf I think of myself as. Their invite began 
warming me before I felt the heat of their house. And suddenly the 
irony disappeared from Christmas.

IT’S TIME TO ABOLISH THE FILIBUSTER
By Andrew Moss

Cal State Polytechnic Pomona

 The filibuster has proved more pernicious to democracy than any 
other procedural rule of Congress. It’s time for it to go.
 These claims may seem excessive in view of the real accomplish-
ments of the 117th Congress, e.g., bills supporting a major upgrade 
of the nation’s infrastructure as well as substantive action in combat-
ing climate change. One can also note bills that expanded protections 
for victims of domestic abuse and sexual violence, designated lynch-
ing as a federal hate crime, and protected same-sex and interracial 
marriage, to name just a few. 
 But Congress failed to address fundamental problems afflicting 
American democracy, from the suppression of voting rights and 
workers’ rights, to the need for meaningful immigration reform. And 
a principal reason for its failure is the chokehold of the filibuster.
 When using the term “filibuster” today, one must note that this 
isn’t the “talking filibuster” that director Frank Capra idealized in 
his 1939 film, Mr. Smith Goes to Washington. Nor is it the obstruction-
ist “talking filibuster” used by Southern senators from the 1920’s 
through the 1940’s to block anti-lynching legislation, or to delay civil 
rights legislation in the 1950’s and 1960’s.
 Instead, it is a Senate rule, worked out by both Democrats and Re-
publicans in the 1970’s, that allows individual senators to block bills 
simply by announcing the intent to filibuster, with a 41-vote require-
ment to close debate. Called a “stealth,” or “silent,” filibuster, this 
rule simply means that the word “filibuster” is now shorthand for the 
requirement of a 60-vote supermajority on much critical legislation 
—with significant exceptions carved out for budget bills and votes on 
nominations, such as for Supreme Court justices.
 Such a requirement has no basis in the U.S. Constitution, and it 
runs counter to a majoritarian philosophy espoused by such found-
ers as James Madison and Alexander Hamilton. In recent times, it 
has wreaked havoc on Congress’s ability to strengthen representa-
tive democracy.
 In October, 2021, the filibuster blocked passage of the Senate’s 
Freedom to Vote Act, which would have, among other things, made 
Election Day a national holiday, expanded voter registration through 
automatic and same-day registration, and limited the removal of 
voters from voting rolls. The next month, the filibuster marked for 
defeat the John R. Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act, a bill that 
would have revitalized the 1965 Voting Rights Act, helping curtail 
discriminatory electoral practices. The defeat of this legislation 
must now be seen in the context of the plethora of bills intended to 
restrict voting access and promote partisan interference in voting 
processes—bills either passed or currently moving through many 
state legislatures.
 The filibuster also blocked a major piece of labor reform legisla-
tion, the Protecting the Right to Organize Act (PRO Act), that would 
have enhanced workers’ protections from corporate interference 
when attempting to organize workplaces. And the stealth filibuster 
also made it impossible for the 590,000 recipients of DACA, young 
people brought here as children and raised and educated in America, 
to move out of the legal limbo in which they’ve been placed by judi-
cial and political attacks.

 One might object, in response to these critiques, that the filibuster 
offers protections to the minority. But the Senate is so constituted 
that power is already skewed to smaller states. If you happen to be 
one of the 576,851 residents of Wyoming, your two senators wield as 
much legislative clout as the senators representing the 39,538,223 
residents of California. That’s a power ratio of almost 70 to 1.
 You might ask, what minority would be protected in any case? 
When the U.S. Chamber of Commerce upheld the filibuster as a de-
fense against raising the minimum wage, and against passage of la-
bor’s PRO Act, one wonders if the issue is not so much about protect-
ing the minority as about ensuring corporate hegemony.
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what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 
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EDUCATION AND 
OPPORTUNITY

Message by: Mr. Jimmy D. Ray
 In life, God will always open 
doors and one of the biggest doors 
God will open is education. I tell 
my students all the time if you take 
care of things today, you will enjoy 
things later. 
 As a young man growing up, I 
had to do just that. I gave up hav-
ing the latest Jordans or the best 
clothes early and put my focus on 
school and now I have a life to get 
all those things I wanted as a child. 
I always encourage my students 
to never let a mistake make you 
miss an opportunity. The truth is, 
the greatest opportunity is educa-
tion. I want to share with you the 
three things that will help you take 
advantage of the opportunities that 
come your way. 
 Dream—Every person has had 
a dream. Having a dream is some-
thing that gives a person direction 
and a target for their ambition. 
No dream is too big. As parents, 

we must not fail in supporting our 
children’s dreams. As a child, it 
felt so good to have my parents 
at the games and involved in my 
school. Dream big and never be 
afraid to run after those dreams. 
For your effort to run toward your 
dream will open up other opportu-
nities. 
 Prepare—Preparation is a vital 
step in achieving your dreams and 
taking full advantage of the op-
portunities God gives you. Some 
of my students say that school 
doesn’t teach them anything that 
they can use. I say sometimes 
it is the little things. Prepare 
yourself with little lessons, like 
being on time or being able to self-
advocate. All these little habits 
and lessons help prepare you for 
blessings later. Know that when 
older generations share informa-
tion with you, they are attempting 
to prepare you for things down the 
road. Know that the preparation 
that you take advantage of equals 
the success later in life. 

 Execution—Doing your best and 
fully engaging in the task at hand 
helps finish the job. Doing things 
halfway only sets you up for dis-
appointment. I see it every day. 
Young people are doing all that 
they can on the field but do not ex-
ecute in the classroom. Even with 
parents. They make every game 
but won’t answer the phone when 
the school calls.
 Complete the task set in front of 
you. While some tasks might seem 
trivial. You never know what your 
efforts will lead to. 
 In closing, God is so good that 
He will always open doors. We 
must prepare ourselves the proper 
way to take full advantage of the 
opportunities. He gives opportuni-
ties and open doors. It is our job to 
walk through those doors and use 
the gifts we have to impact those 
around us. 
 To view complete sermons by 
Pastor William Eli Ratcliff and as-
sociate ministers, please visit our 
YouTube Channel. Thank you!

Macedonia New Life Church
2004 Rock Quarry Road, Raleigh, NC 27610

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Joe L. Stevenson
HAPPENINGS AT THE MAC… 
 Macedonia New Life Church (Macedonia NLC) is continuing weekly in-person worship services on 
Sundays starting at 9:30 a.m. and masks are now optional. The Family Life Center will now be available 
for overflow. The nursery is now open to children up to four years old.
JOIN SUNDAY SCHOOL ON ZOOM.com
 Macedonia NLC invites you to join us Sunday morning on zoom at 8:00 a.m. for Sunday School 
Meeting ID: 918 5873 2456
Passcode: 461350
To Call in Dial: 1 646 558 8656
Rev. Marilyn Fonville, M.Div.
Macedonia NLC—Sunday School Superintendent/VBS Coordinator
Youth Sunday School
 Youth Sunday School return has been delayed. The new starting date will be announced shortly!
Youth Bible Study
 Youth Bible Study starts back Tuesday, January 10th. Macedonia NLC invites all youth to learn with us 
on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Meeting ID: 875 629 8755
Passcode:  youth
To Call in Dial:  1 646 558 8656
Church Community Food Ministry Weekly Food Distribution
 Join the Church Community Food Ministry in distributing food to those in need in the community. 
Volunteers are needed to help set up, sort, assist guests, and break down. Join us every Thursday, first, 
third, and fifth Saturday at Macedonia NLC, from Noon to 1 p.m.
Tuesdays In The Word
 MNLC weekly Bible Study sessions, Tuesdays in the Word with Dr. Joe, will be Tuesdays at 6 p.m. on-
line. MNLC invites you to join us each Tuesday!
Prayer @TheMac
 Macedonia NLC invites you to join us in the prayer room on Saturday, Jan. 21 at 8 a.m. for prayer hour. 
Join us in giving glory to the Lord with our appreciation for his goodness. 
Community Access Point (CAP) Distribution Site for COVID-19 Test Kits
 Individuals may pick up COVID-19 Testing Kits at Macedonia New Life Church on Mondays through 
Fridays from 1 to 3 p.m. Each person may pick up a maximum of 10 tests per visit.

Breanna V. Garner—Macedonia NLC Staff Writer for The Carolinian Newspaper

HIS STAR 
Read: Matthew 2:1–2

 The Christmas story would 
lose much of the warmth, hope, 
and beauty it brings if it were 
not for one single actor in the 
story, namely, the Bethlehem 
Star. Interesting enough, scrip-
ture does not refer to this main 
actor as the Bethlehem star, 
but “His Star” (Matthew 2:2). 
The Bible mentions only 12 
separate scriptures relating to 
stars, mainly in the Books of 
Job, Psalms, Isaiah, and others. 
All these scriptures pointed to 
the “main actor’’ star, which was 
a celestial sign, pointing to and 
announcing the coming of Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son, the Messiah. 
This is God being born in the 
flesh coming to save man from 
sin, just as He had promised 
Adam, Eve and the serpent in the 
Garden (Genesis 3:15). The Star 
of Bethlehem was named by New 
Testament scholars later in or 
after the first century. 
 Historically Job mentions God 
signing in the skies (Job 9:9). 
Here Job mentions God creating 
messages/signing of the coming 
of the Messiah in the star con-
stellations, Pleiades—the seven 
sisters, Orion, the hunter (Job 
9:9–10). The Bible tells us that 
we are to search the stars as 
a sign of the coming of Christ, 
but are “not to use’’ the stars as 
something to govern or guide 
our daily lives. Let us remem-
ber God put a rainbow sign in 
the sky as a promise to us that 
He will never destroy the world 
again with water. Jesus teaches 
to study the skies and learn 
when it is going to rain or have 
good weather. This implies, 
“Look up (skyward) for your 
redemption draws close’’ (Luke 
21:28). 
 Philo Judaeus was from a 
wealthy Jewish family of Al-
exandria, Egypt. He was also a 
philosopher and a well-known 
theologian who lived in the time 
of Jesus Christ and Paul. It was 
he who pointed out that the Magi, 
from the east, were well-studied 
and respected astrologers from 
Babylon, who followed the bright 
star from the east to Jerusalem 
seeking the Christ child to wor-
ship Him. Philo suggested that 
the wise men had followed tradi-
tion and studied the stars under 
Daniel’s prophecy noted in (Dan-
iel 9:24–25, and Numbers 24:17). 
In 600 B.C. and because of his 
ability to interpret dreams, Dan-
iel was put in as overseer of As-
trology in Babylon. It is believed 
that the Magi traditionally had 
come to know of the prophecy of 
the “Star” through Daniel. 
 Matthew is the only one of the 

four gospel writers to mention 
the Star in presenting Jesus. 
Matthew wanted all to know that 
Jesus is King and he started with 
introducing the Star of his story 
through introducing the Magi in 
his Gospel writings. 
 I know a little something about 
stars. As the stars exist today, 
and as a former practicing na-
val navigator aboard a U.S. na-
val ship, who utilized stars 99 
percent of the time for plotting 
shipboard positioning and navi-
gating at sea, it is difficult for 
me to believe that a “today’’ star 
can or could do what “The Star of 
Christ” did in guiding the Magi 
to the home of Jesus. No heav-
enly star of today is able to lead 
anybody directly to any place 
upon this Earth without celestial 
instrumentation. A typical, ob-
servable star is too high and too 
far away from the surface of the 
Earth to point out a particular 
location on the surface of the 
Earth. 
 This Star was a miraculous act 
of God created for the purposes 
to locate and identify Jesus, so 
other believers may find Him. 
There are incredible God-fear-
ing people who are due great 
credit for attempting to explain 
how God made and caused this 
Star to direct these Magi from 
more than 700 miles away to the 
east, across a hot, burning des-
ert to find a little infant in Beth-
lehem. 
 Many true believers have 
made the planet Jupiter, which is 
eleven times bigger than our own 
Earth, as being the Star of Beth-
lehem along with the star Rigel 
which cojoined it at this time 
to make it shine brighter than 
the other stars in the heavenly 
skies. God can do anything with 
His creation just by speaking 
the command. I’m not too sure 
this is how God did it. God may 
have used the planet Jupiter. 
Many have come to this conclu-
sion based upon Joseph Kepler, a 
sixth-century dedicated astrono-
mer who calculated the move-
ment of the stars by hand using 
time and distance and was able 
to back-track star movements 
back to the first century when 
Christ was born and evaluate the 
star’s position. Today it’s all done 
by computers and uploaded to 
the satellites for our GPS (locat-
ing) use in our cars and cellular 
phones. 
 By the stars, the Magi knew 
there would be a Jewish king 
born within the Jewish nation 
when His Star will appear. They 
knew the Jewish country is lo-
cated west of Babylon (Matthew 
2:1–2). Whatever the Star was, 
it had to shine bright for almost 

two whole years. According 
to the Bible, the Star first ap-
peared when the Christ child was 
born. That was when the Angels 
came and made the original an-
nouncement to the shepherds 
in the fields watching over their 
flocks by night-late springtime. 
The Star never appeared to the 
shepherds, but the Angels did. 
This way the word would get 
out about the birth of the Savior 
without endangering the Christ 
child by the likes of Herod, the 
jealous, insecure king of Pales-
tine, under Roman rule. 
 The Magi noticed the Star 
some 18 or more months later 
when it appeared to them after 
all these years of constantly 
watching and waiting for it to 
appear. They knew to start trav-
eling west, however, they rec-
ognized the Star as it rose in the 
eastern sky. Out of official pro-
tocol, the Magi made an official 
office call upon the reigning 
king of the area (Herod). They 
stopped in Jerusalem to inquire 
as to the whereabouts of the 
newborn Jewish king, as well 
as pay their official respects 
to the king. Herod’s priest told 
them and Herod that the child 
was to be born in Bethlehem. 
No other locations given. God 
caused the Star to appear again 
to the wise men after they had 
left the presence of the lying 
king Herod. Herod never saw 
the Star for reasons we all know 
and that is to kill the Christ 
child. 
 The Star did not lead the Magi 
to the little town of Bethlehem. 
The Bright Star led the Magi to 
a sheep house somewhere in the 
countryside of Bethlehem where 
the young child was (Matthew 
2:10–11). When the shepherds 
saw the Christ child for the first 
time, He was wrapped in swad-
dling clothes. When the Magi 
saw the Christ child for the first 
time with His mother, they wor-
shipped Him and gave Him gifts 
fit for a king, gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. When the Magi en-
tered the house to worship the 
Christ child, the Star ceased to 
be. This was God’s special Star, 
just like the big fish which swal-
lowed Jonah, the birds which 
fed a hungry Elijah, and words 
which parted the Red Sea, and 
more words to quiet the stormy, 
restless sea. God made them all 
special to accomplish His will. 
His Star. 

J.L. Caldwell
Pastor

New Jerusalem Baptist 
Cathedral 

Durham, NC
Website: www.mynjbc.org 
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By Lloyd Daniel Barba 
Amherst College

 (THE CONVERSATION) In the 
wake of every election, political 
analysts pore over polls for clues 
about how conservative Christians 
voted, especially evangelicals—and 
the 2022 midterms are no excep-
tion. But these discussions often 
overlook a group with an increas-
ingly important role in national 
politics: Pentecostals, evangelicals’ 
theological cousins.
 In summer 2022, Pentecostal 
Congresswoman Mayra Flores 
flipped her 84 percent Hispanic 
south Texas district to the Republi-
can Party for the first time in over 
150 years. On the midterm cam-
paign trail, a number of Pentecos-
tal-leaning preachers stumped for 
GOP candidates.
 Though Pentecostals are diverse, 
all share an emphasis on the Holy 
Spirit, or God’s presence in their 
lives. Yet this also leads to dis-
agreement within the movement 
about what they believe the Holy 
Spirit empowers them to do in the 
real world, especially in activism 
and politics.
 For well over 100 years, one 
thing that has defined Pentecostal-
ism for insiders and outsiders alike 
has been “charismata,” or “spiritu-
al gifts.” These are special abilities 
such as speaking in tongues or per-
forming healings and exorcisms 
that Pentecostals believe are the 
Holy Spirit working through them.
 Pentecostalism in the U.S. 
emerged from various streams of 
thought, but it largely stems from 
two traditions: the late-19th cen-
tury “Holiness movement,” which 
was based in evangelical Methodist 
teachings, and African-American 
religious practices.
 Two preachers in particular 
played important roles in dissemi-
nating the Pentecostal message 
in the early 20th century: Charles 
Parham and William Seymour. Sey-
mour founded the Azusa Street Re-
vival, a series of religious gather-
ings in Los Angeles that launched 
the movement’s rapid global 

growth. Worldwide Pentecostal de-
nominations are headquartered in 
places as far apart as Beijing; La-
gos, Nigeria; Guadalajara, Mexico; 
and Sydney.
 Pentecostalism is a movement, 
not a particular denomination, and 
adherents do not ascribe to one 
shared set of beliefs. Thus, accu-
rate numbers can be hard to come 
by. But according to national stud-
ies from 2007 and 2014, about 4.5 
percent of U.S. adults are members 
of Pentecostal denominations. In 
addition, Pentecostals can be found 
in a variety of other churches, 
from nondenominational congre-
gations to Charismatic Catholic 
groups that embrace the idea of 
spiritual gifts.
 Pentecostal preaching is often 
based on storytelling, using wor-
shippers’ testimonies of miracles 
and how they believe the Holy 
Spirit has supported their lives.
 Pentecostal churches also put 
particular emphasis on the Acts 
of the Apostles: the fifth book of 
the New Testament, also called 
the Book of Acts. Unlike the four 
gospels, which describe Jesus’ 
mission, Acts tells the story of 
his early followers, who are a 
strong inspiration for Pentecos-
tals today.
 In fact, Pentecostalism even 
derives its name from events in 
the Book of Acts. According to the 
biblical narrative, Jesus’ followers 
had gathered together during the 
feast of Pentecost when suddenly 
they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit, wrought miracles, and could 
speak in tongues.
 Many early Pentecostals took 
inspiration from the Book of Acts’ 
descriptions of the first-century 
church and sought to recreate it 
in their own communities. For ex-
ample, since early Christians had 
shared resources and provided 
aid for widows, some Pentecostals 
believed that the Holy Spirit could 
empower them to seek modern so-
cial justice.
 Collective action led African-
American Pentecostals to support 
the Baptist Rev. Martin Luther 

King, Jr. during the sanitation 
workers’ strike in Memphis, Tenn., 
and to propel the civil rights move-
ment forward. King delivered his 
famous “Mountain Top” speech—
the last before his assassination—
at the headquarters of the Church 
of God in Christ, the largest Pente-
costal denomination in the U.S.
 Other Pentecostals are more 
concerned with how the spirit 
empowers them personally to over-
come individual struggles against 
sin, rather than institutional or 
societal problems like exploitative 
labor or food insecurity.
 In its early years, Pentecostal-
ism mainly drew worshippers from 
the lower and working classes. 
During the economic boom after 
World War II, however, many con-
gregations grew wealthier, and 
Pentecostals began to deempha-
size practices such as exorcisms, 
speaking in tongues and strict 
modesty standards. Many scholars 
have regarded this shift as a bid 
for respectability and acceptance 
into the broader world of American 
evangelicals.
 To some extent, it worked. By 
the final quarter of the 20th cen-
tury, Pentecostals were beginning 
to experience power in national 
politics. To be sure, African-Ameri-
can and Latino Pentecostals have a 
long history of grassroots political 
mobilization on issues like labor 
and immigration. But electoral 
politics offered ready access to the 
mainstream.
 Today, Pentecostals and evan-
gelicals hardly appear any differ-
ent from one another in national 
politics, and the terms are often 
used interchangeably. In fact, to-
day there is greater agreement 
between White Pentecostals and 
White evangelicals on politics than 
on theology; together, they resem-
ble more of a culture than a fixed 
set of beliefs.
 Since the 1980s, White Pentecos-
tals and evangelicals have played 
a key role in carrying the religious 
right’s agenda forward. Pentecos-
tals’ voting patterns lean solidly 
toward the Republican Party.

What is Pentecostal Christianity?
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 ...the Negro is still languished in the corners of American society and finds himself in exile in his own land. And so we’ve come here today to dramatize a 
shameful condition. In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the 

Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that 
all men - yes, black men as well as white men - would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.  

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred 
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked insufficient funds.

20 23

From Martin Luther King, Jr’s famous I Have A Dream speech in Washington D.C. on August 28, 1963.
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 For decades families talked 
about “that time” Martin Luther 
King, Jr. first gave his “I Have A 
Dream” speech in a tiny North 
Carolinian city long before the 
iconic delivery during the March 
on Washington.
 Historians knew that the civil 
rights leader first gave the speech 
in North Carolina, but no one had 
ever actually heard documented 
evidence of the Rocky Mount ver-
sion, or understood the inspired 
connection between the speech, 
Dr. King, and legendary poet 
Langston Hughes until the record-
ing was found and revealed. 
 Several years ago, an N.C. State 
English professor, Jason Miller, 
discovered the only known audio 
recording of Dr. King’s Rocky 
Mount speech at the Braswell 
Memorial Library. Professor Mill-
er was conducting research for 
his book, Origins of the Dream: 
Hughes’ Poetry and King’s Rheto-
ric, a revelatory look at the influ-
ence of Langston Hughes’ poetry 
on Dr. King’s oratory.
 Miller found a transcript of the 
speech in the state archives and 
visited and contacted libraries 
across the nation looking for an 
audio copy. Finally, in 2013, he 
sent a desperate email 50 miles 
east on Highway 64 to Rocky 
Mount’s Braswell Library, hoping 
for a lead. The email reply was 
simple: “We have a copy.”
 Traci Thompson, the local his-
tory and genealogy librarian at the 
library said she returned to work 
after a vacation in 2011 and found 
a reel-to-reel tape sitting in a beat-

up old box on her desk.
It was marked in pencil: “Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Speech, Nov. 27, 
1962. Please do not erase.”
 Thompson doesn’t know who 
left it and she never listened to it.
 What Jason Miller encountered 
was a tape that was cracked with 
fraying ends. Miller thought it 
might disintegrate at any mo-
ment. He drove it to Philadelphia, 
where one of the world’s leading 
audio archivists, George Blood, 
who wrote the guide for audio 
restoration used by the Library of 
Congress, restored the 55-minute 
long recording to its best original 
levels to present the speech as it 
sounded in 1962.
 The evidence was undeniable. 
Dr. King first delivered his fa-
mous “I Have a Dream” speech 
at a high school gymnasium in 
Rocky Mount on Nov. 27, 1962 -- 
nine months prior to his historic 
August 28, 1963 speech. King vis-
ited Rocky Mount after a particu-
larly frustrating civil rights cam-
paign in Albany, Georgia and after 
speaking in Sasser, Georgia to 
commemorate the burning of two 
black churches that had served as 
voting rights campaign headquar-
ters. 
 In his speech, standing before 
1,800 individuals in the gymna-
sium at Booker T. Washington 
High School (now a city recreation 
center gym), Dr. King delivered 
an embryonic but wholly recogniz-
able rendition of what became one 
of the most frequently repeated 
speeches in American history. 
 The Rocky Mount speech is part 

sermon and part civil rights ad-
dress. Dr. King ended his fifty-five 
minute speech in the Booker T. 
Washington Gym by invoking the 
“How Long, Not Long” set-piece 
he made famous when he spoke 
from the steps of the capital at the 
end of the final march in Selma, 
Alabama. He then continued with 
eight consecutive lines of “I have 
a dream” before also ending with 
the “Let Freedom Ring” passage 

made famous when he spoke on 
the Mall of Washington.
 When listening to the audio 
recording I was caught off guard 
by the unforgettable voice. There 
was a certain excitement I felt 
when first hearing MLK tell the 
audience that he had been in 
North Carolina, “many, many 
times.” 
 Dr. King begins by saying he’s 
glad to be in Rocky Mount and 

Dr. King Had A Dream In Rocky Mount Before He Did In D.C.
thanks the Rocky Mount Voters 
and Improvement League for 
inviting him. He’s glad to see a 
childhood friend in the audience, 
the Rev. George W. Dudley, the 
pastor at Mount Zion First Bap-
tist Church. He preaches from 
the Book of Revelation and the 
story of John of Patmos, who in 
his prison cell, “lifted his vision to 
heaven [and…] saw a new heaven 
and a new earth, the New Jeru-
salem, descending out of heaven 
from God.” He insists in his time 
“an old order is passing away, and 
a new order is coming into be-
ing.” Then he returns to The Rev-
elation: “Behold, I make all things 
new.
 He reminds the audience of the 
need for love and the strategy to 
move into this new season of free-
dom. 
 We can stand before our most 
violent opponents and say,…“Do 
to us what you will, and we will 
still love you…Throw us in jail and 
we will still love you. Bomb our 
homes and threaten our children 
and as difficult as it is, we will still 
love you. Send your hooded perpe-
trators of violence into our com-
munities at the midnight hour and 
drive us out on some wayside road 
and beat us and leave us half dead, 
we will still love you.”
 Martin Luther King, Jr. moves 
into the end of his speech with 
powerful and familiar words, 
 And so my friends of Rocky 
Mount, I have a dream tonight. It 
is a dream rooted deeply in the 
American dream. I have a dream 
that one day down in Sasser Coun-

ty, Georgia, where they burned 
two churches down a few days 
ago because Negroes wanted to 
register and vote, one day right 
down there little black boys and 
little black girls will be able to 
join hands with little white boys 
and little white girls and walk the 
streets as brothers and sisters.
 I have a dream tonight. One day 
my little daughter and my two 
sons will grow up in world not con-
scious of the color of their skin but 
only conscious of the fact that   
 they are members of the human 
race. I have a dream tonight that 
someday we will be free.
 We will be standing here, we 
will be able to sing with me mean-
ing My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet 
land of liberty, Of thee I sing...
 Then, over thunderous applause, 
as his listeners rise out of their 
seats and clap their hands, I hear 
him say the words we all know:
 But not only that, from every 
mountain side let freedom ring.
So let it ring from Stone Mountain 
in Georgia,
Let it ring from Lookout Mountain 
in Tennessee.
Let it ring from every hill and 
molehill of Mississippi.
Let it ring from every mountain of 
North Carolina,
From every mountain side, let 
freedom ring.
And when this happens all of 
God’s children, black men and 
white men, Jews and gentiles, 
protestants and Catholics, will be 
able to join hands and sing in the 
words of the old Negro spiritual:
Free at last, free at last,

Remembering Martin Luther King Jr.: 5 Things I’ve Learned 
Curating The MLK Collection At Morehouse College In GA
By Vicki Crawford

Morehouse College

 King read voraciously across a 
wide range of topics, everything 
from the “The Diary of Anne 
Frank” to “Candide.” Of course, 
he also read about theology and 
religion and philosophy and poli-
tics. But he especially enjoyed 
literature and the works of Leo 
Tolstoy.
 The Morehouse College Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Collection 
includes approximately 1,100 
books from King’s personal li-

brary, many with his handwrit-
ten notes throughout.
 Some of the titles: “Collected 
Works of Mahatma Gandhi,” 
“Complete Poems of Paul Lau-
rence Dunbar,” “Deep River: 
Reflections on the Religious 
Insight of Certain of the Negro 
Spirituals” by Howard Thurman, 
“Invisible Man” by Ralph Ellison, 
“Kinfolk” by Pearl S. Buck and 
“Moral Man and Immoral Soci-
ety: A Study in Ethics and Poli-
tics” by Reinhold Niebuhr.
 Others include “Frederick 
Douglass, My Bondage and My 

Freedom,” “Silent Spring” by 
Rachel Carson, “Prison Notes” 
by Barbara Deming, “Killers of 
the Dream” by Lillian Smith and 
“Here and Beyond the Sunset” by 
Nannie Helen Burroughs.
 A celebrated writer
 Following the 381-day Mont-
gomery bus boycott, which start-
ed in 1955, King became a na-
tional figure whose ideas and 
opinions were heavily sought out 
by book publishers, newspapers 
and magazines.
 He became a prolific writer 
and authored countless letters 

– arguably the most famous be-
ing “Letter from Birmingham 
Jail” – as well as several books, 
among the most notable “Why 
We Can’t Wait” and “Where Do 
We Go from Here: Chaos or Com-
munity?”
 But many Americans may not 
know that he wrote a regular 
column in Ebony magazine, the 
leading black national publica-
tion at the time. In his “Advice 
for Living” column, he took 
questions from readers and ad-
dressed a wide range of subjects, 
including personal questions 
about marital infidelity, sexual 
identity, birth control, race rela-
tions, capital punishment and 
atomic weapons.
 In 1959, King and his wife vis-
ited India, where King’s commit-
ment to the nonviolent teachings 
of Gandhi expanded and deep-
ened. King always carried a note 
with him on a scrap of paper that 
read “Gandhi Speaks for Us. …”

 Music formed an important 
part of King’s life, beginning 
with his childhood experiences in 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, where 
his mother, Alberta Williams 
King, was the church organist. 
Alberta King introduced young 
M.L., as he was called, to music 
as a child. He later sang solos 
and sang with the church choir. 
While a student at Morehouse 
College from 1944 to 1948, Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. sang in the 
renowned Morehouse College 
Glee Club as well as the Atlanta 
University-Morehouse-Spelman 
Chorus.
 Following his marriage to 
Coretta Scott in 1953, King ex-
panded his world of music even 
more. He met Coretta in Boston, 
where she was studying to be-
come a concert soprano at the 
New England Conservatory of 
Music. Coretta introduced King 
to classical music. He came to 
appreciate both sacred and secu-

lar music and enjoyed jazz and 
blues as well.
 Some of King’s favorite hymns 
and gospel songs included “Take 
My Hand, Precious Lord,” “How 
I Got Over,” “Thank You, Lord” 
and “Never Grow Old.”
 King was also a friend to 
Aretha Franklin and her father, 
the Rev. C.L. Franklin, and gos-
pel singer Mahalia Jackson. King 
felt that music was a powerful el-
ement in activism and nonviolent 
protest.
 At the age of 35, King was 
the youngest person, the third 
African American and the 12th 
American, to win the coveted No-
bel Peace Prize for his steadfast 
belief that nonviolence was an 
integral part of obtaining full cit-
izenship rights for Black people 
in America.
 On Dec. 10, 1964, King an-
nounced that he was donating the 
Nobel Prize money to the civil 
rights movement.

How Wyatt Tee Walker Revived 
Hope After MLK, Jr.’s Death
By Corey D.B. Walker

University of Richmond

 Four years after the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the novelist James Baldwin would 
write on the pages of Esquire 
magazine, “Since Martin’s death, 
in Memphis, and that tremendous 
day in Atlanta, something has al-
tered in me, something has gone 
away.”
 Baldwin wrote about how “the 
act of faith” – that is, his belief 
that the movement would change 
white Americans and ultimately 
America – maintained him through 
the years of the black freedom 
movement, through marches and 
petitions and torturous setbacks.
 After King’s death, Baldwin 
found it hard to keep that faith.
 Nearly two weeks after King’s 
funeral, in April of 1968, King’s 
confidant and former strategist 
Wyatt Tee Walker tried to renew 

this faith. Drawing on a tradition 
of black faith, Walker encouraged 
a grieving community to embrace 
hope even in the face of despair.
 As a scholar of religion and 
American public life, I recognize 
the important lessons Walker of-
fers for current times when Amer-
ica is deeply divided.
 Faith in action
 Black public faith has a storied 
place in American life.
 The black church has been a 
place of fellowship and affirmation 
from colonial America to modern 
day, empowering individuals to 
undertake public acts to transform 
politics and society.
 The 19th-century National Ne-
gro Convention movement, which 
ran from 1831 to 1864, demon-
strated this black faith in action. 
Its leaders advocated for the abo-
lition of slavery and full citizen-
ship for African Americans. One 
activist reflected years later that 

the “colored conventions” were 
“almost as frequent as church 
meetings.”
 The civil rights movement car-
ried this faith in action forward. 
Theologian Dwight Hopkins has 
written how the sermons and 
songs of black faith empowered 
and sustained African Americans, 
even in bleak times.
 These practices on Sunday 
morning, he noted served to “re-
charge the worshipers’ energy” 
so they could deal with the “rigors 
and racism of ‘a cruel, cruel world’ 
from Monday though Saturday.”
 It was this faith that empowered 
many African Americans to main-
tain their faith in the possibilities 
of democracy while facing en-
trenched white opposition to their 
civil rights. Marches, sit-ins, dem-
onstrations and mass meetings 
were all public displays of black 
faith.
 The risk of faith
 In the wake of King’s assas-
sination, the words of his last 
published book, “Where Do We 
Go From Here? Chaos or Commu-
nity,” reverberated throughout the 
nation.
 Urban rebellions erupted in the 
wake of King’s death. With parts 
of over 100 cities smoldering or in 
ruins, chaos seemed a more likely 
future in 1968 America than com-
munity.
 In a sermon called “Faith as Tak-
ing the Risk,” delivered at Princ-
eton Theological Seminary, Walker 
sought to address a question posed 
by a young theologian James H. 
Cone after King’s death: “Without 
King, where was the hope?”
 Deftly navigating the tension 
between hope and despair, Walker 
based his message on the response 
of the Hebrew prophet Elisha in 
the Book of Kings who faced crisis 
and despair with an invading Syr-
ian army, widespread famine and 
people ready to give up.
 Drawing inspiration from the 
faith of the community, Elisha en-
couraged the community to keep 
faith in their nation.
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Together, we can make great strides.  
In honor of the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Duke Energy is proud to commit $1 

million in grants to support 40 organizations focused on social justice and racial equity in 
North Carolina. These grants will help nonprofits across the state advance equity 

and justice solutions to help our customers. Here’s to those who stand up for  
what’s right and make it their mission to make a difference.

DUKE-ENERGY.COM/NCGRANTS

NC’s Civil Rights Heros
 With fists raised, members of 
the audience paid homage to “The 
Great Agitator” on July 24, 2004, 
as North Carolina laid to rest 
one of its greatest unsung heroes 
of the Civil Rights movement—
Golden Asro Frinks. For most 
of his eighty-four years, Golden 
Frinks led generations of young 
and old, African American and 
American Indian to take a stand 
and demand their “equal part to 
enjoy the fruits of America.”
 Who was this “Great Agita-
tor” and “Mr. Civil Rights,” as 
those closest to him affection-
ately called him? Born in Horry 
County, South Carolina, on April 
26, 1920, Golden Frinks grew up 
in Tabor City after his family 
moved to North Carolina. When 
he was seventeen, he moved to 
Edenton. Frinks was a United 
States Army veteran who served 
during World War II as a staff 
sergeant at Fort McCullough, 
Alabama. Following active duty, 
he returned to Edenton, eventu-
ally married Ruth Holley, and 
began the fight to obtain equal 

rights for the local population of 
African Americans.
 Frinks’s career as a civil rights 
activist and organizer began in 
1956 with a movement, which 
involved hundreds of people in 
Edenton, to desegregate public 
facilities such as the movie the-
ater, stores, and restaurants in 
town. Over the next six years, 
Frinks spearheaded the struggle 

Golden Asro Frinks a/k/a Mr. Civil Rights
in Edenton to defeat the unjust 
practices of Jim Crow by using 
the tactics and strategies that 
would become his trademark. 
Through nonviolent acts of civil 
disobedience, such as sit-ins, 
protests, demonstrations, and 
marches (led mainly by young 
people), Frinks led dozens of 
communities throughout North 
Carolina toward freedom from 
the injustices of segregation and 
racial discrimination. In 1963 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. person-
ally selected Frinks to become a 
field secretary for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) in North Carolina, a posi-
tion he held until 1977.
 Golden Frinks’s unique style 
of activism wore down racist 
political practices, earning him 
the nickname “The Great Agita-
tor.” He led more than a dozen 
movements for civil rights for 
African Americans and Ameri-
can Indians throughout North 
Carolina, three of which rivaled 
well-known movements such as 
those in Birmingham and Mont-

gomery, Alabama. The Hyde 
County School Boycott led to the 
desegregation of public schools 
and the preservation of histori-
cally black school buildings in 
that county. The Edenton, Wil-
liamston, Plymouth, and Green-
ville movements contributed 
to the desegregation of public 
facilities and the integration of 
public schools.
 Frinks’s activities were not 
limited to North Carolina. He 
worked with SCLC throughout 
the Southeast to fight for racial 
equality. He also spearheaded 
individual cases of alleged ra-
cial injustice, such as that of 
Joann Little, an African Ameri-
can woman accused of killing her 
jailer after he had assaulted her 
in a North Carolina prison during 
the early 1970s. In 1973 Frinks 
marched to the state capital of 
Raleigh along with the Tuscarora 
Indians to support their struggle 
to gain tribal recognition and 
representation on the Robeson 
County school board.
 Provided by NCpedia

Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown Broke Barriers, Changed The World
 NCHS—Palmer Memorial 
Institute (PMI), located east 
of Greensboro, began in 1902 as 
a rural African American school 
and succeeded as a unique pri-
vate school, for more than 60 
years. Dr. Charlotte Hawkins 
Brown was its founder and lead-
er for 50 of those years.
 She was born in Hender-
son in 1883 to descendants of 
enslaved people. In 1888 her 
family moved to Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, near Boston, to 
escape Jim Crow and Segrega-
tionist practices of the South 
and for better social, economic, 
and educational opportunities. 
Though one of few Black stu-
dents in Cambridge’s schools, 
young Brown was an excellent 
student. One day in high school 
she had a chance encounter with 
educator Alice Freeman Palmer, 
who became her mentor.
 Palmer was so impressed by 
Brown’s diligence at pursuing 
an advanced education that she 
helped sponsor Brown’s school-
ing. She also introduced Brown 
to many important people in 
Boston, society people she would 
later approach to help with her 

school.
 The Beginning of a Dream
 After a year of junior college, 
Brown accepted a 25-dollar-a-
month job from the American 
Missionary Association (AMA) 
and returned to her home state 
of North Carolina to teach poor, 
rural Black students.
 She arrived at a one room 
school at the Bethany Communi-
ty Church in Sedalia in 1901. Her 
desire to help southern African 
Americans drove her to begin 
repairing the school, but unfortu-
nately the AMA decided to close 
it. Though now jobless, Brown 
was encouraged by her students 
and their parents to start her 
own school. 
 After securing money and en-
couragement from her friends in 
the North, she moved the school 
across the street to a black-
smith’s shed. Brown soon raised 
enough money to build a campus 
with more than 200 acres and 
two new buildings. After hiring 
a small staff and garnering the 
additional support of local Black 
and White leaders, Palmer Me-
morial Institute (Palmer) began 
operations.

 Among other attributes, the 
school offered Black students an 
unusual opportunity for cultural 
learning. Its goal was to be a fa-
cility where Black students could 
escape the then common assump-
tion that African Americans 
were innately inferior to whites 
and did not need any schooling 
beyond vocational training.
 In 1900 North Carolina had 
more than 2,000 privately oper-
ated schools for African Ameri-
cans. Most teachers had only an 
elementary school education so 
could instruct their students only 
up to that level.
 Over the years Palmer would 
evolve from agricultural and vo-
cational training to college pre-
paratory education. Classes after 
that transition included drama, 
music, art, math, literature, and 
romance languages. Students 
were divided into small circle 
groups with teachers who served 
as counselors and advisers. Each 
student received personal train-
ing in character development 
and appearance. Additionally, all 
students had to work one hour 
per day for the school as service 
learning. 

 Troubles and Victories
 By 1915 Palmer had gained 
support from national figures 
such as educational leader Book-
er T. Washington, Harvard Uni-
versity president Charles Wil-
liam Eliot, and Boston philan-
thropists Carrie and Galen Stone.
 After a major fire destroyed 
two of six main buildings in 1917, 
Brown’s determination to raise 
enough money to offset the loss 
prevented the school’s closing. 
This successful effort also en-
couraged increased interracial 
(both black and white) support 
for Palmer.
 The Stones, white northerners, 
became Palmer’s largest donors. 
They were the first significant 
donors to support the school 
because of its holistic approach 
to total education and its quality 
liberal arts programs.
 Renewed interracial support 
and increased contributions from 
across the nation helped fund 
Palmer’s first major brick build-
ing and a new status as the only 
accredited rural high school (for 
African American or white stu-
dents) in Guilford County. When 
another key building burned in 

1922, a financially stronger and 
more community-oriented Palm-
er continued normal operations. 
 In the late 1920s and through-
out the 1930s Dr. Brown geared 
the school to provide a liberal 
arts education for its students. 
Experiential education (or hands-
on learning) was also a major 
tenant of education at Palmer. 
By the end of the 1940s Palmer 
had gained a reputation as the 
premier boarding school for the 
Black middle class, attracting 
students from as far as Bermu-

da, Kenya, and Panama. 
 A Holistic Education to Uplift 
the Individual
 Dr. Brown was not the only 
Black woman educator creat-
ing schools and excelling during 
her lifetime. Two Black women 
contemporaries who would be-
come close friends of hers were 
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune and 
Nannie Helen Burroughs. To-
gether, these three women were 
known as the “Three Bs of Edu-
cation.” The Three Bs believed 
in combining a holistic triangle 
of ideas and lessons to achieve 
racial equality: Brown’s triangle 
combined education, religion, 
and deeds; Bethune’s triangle 
was “the head, the heart, and 
the hand”; Burroughs’s was “the 
book, the Bible, and the broom.” 
By the mid-1920s Brown was a 
nationally known speaker who 
stressed teaching these concepts 
through culture and liberal arts 
for racial uplift.
 Despite the on-set on the Great 
Depression, Palmer continued to 
expand and established a junior 
college where students could 
earn an associates degree and a 
new boy’s dormitory was built. 

Hawkins Made History
Reginald Hawkins was as an obstreperous and often confrontation-
al desegregation activist of the 1950s and 60s. His passionate avo-
cation for racial equality propelled him to the national civil rights 
spotlight and helped to dismantle segregation in North Carolina 
and the South. In 1968, Hawkins ran on the Democratic ticket in the 
North Carolina gubernatorial election making him the first African 
American to run for a Southern statewide office since Reconstruc-
tion. He was also an ordained minister.  Though misunderstood, 
nearly forgotten, and labeled by some as, “militant,” Hawkins’s en-
deavors to end racial injustices and his ability to inspire others to 
join the cause place him as one of North Carolina’s most significant 
leaders of the Civil Rights Era. 
Written by North Carolina History Project
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Greer Cemetery Clean Up—MLK Jr. Weekend 
800 Colonial St, Durham, NC 27701 

January 14th—10 a.m.–Noon 
Mon. January 16th—2:30–4:30 p.m. 

MLK Weekend in Apex: Support Black Authors & Black Artists 
Exhibit 

Friday, January 13, 2023 
6:30 p.m. | FREE | Halle Cultural Arts Center, Apex 

MLK Dreamfest: A Night of Comedy with Azeem: The Holistic Heal-
er Through Humor 

Friday, January 13, 2023 
8 p.m. | $15.00 | The Cary Theater 

MLK Unity March and Prayer Rally in Apex 
Saturday January 14, 2023 

8 a.m. | FREE | Apex First Baptist Church 
MLK Dreamfest: Tellebration 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 
10 a.m. to Noon | FREE | Page-Walker Arts & History Center, 

Cary 
MLK Social Justice Sunday in Apex 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 
11 a.m. | FREE | Apex First Baptist Church 

MLK Dreamfest: Alice Street (Artists as Activists-—Panel 
Discussion) 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 
2 p.m. | FREE | The Cary Theater 

MLK Dreamfest: Let the Little Light Shine: Screening and Q&A with 
Director Kevin Shaw 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 
4:30 p.m. | FREE | The Cary Theater 

MLK Day National Day of Service at Apex 
Monday, January 16, 2023 

All Day | FREE | Downtown Apex 
43rd MLK, Jr. Interfaith Prayer Breakfast with Triangle Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. Committee 
Monday, January 16, 2023 

6–9 a.m. | FREE | Sheraton Imperial Hotel, Research Triangle Park 
Northern Orange Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Car Parade 

Monday January 16, 2023 
8:15 a.m. | FREE | Gaines Chapel A.M.E. Church, Efland 

MLK Dreamfest: Walk For Hope 
Monday January 16, 2023 

9 a.m. to Noon | FREE | Mt. Zion Church, Cary 
MLK Day of Service at Good Hope Farm 

Monday January 16, 2023 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. | FREE | Good Hope Farm, Cary 
Fuquay-Varina MLK Day March and Celebration 

Monday January 16, 2023 
10 a.m. | FREE | St. Augusta Missionary Baptist Church, 

Fuquay-Varina 
Northern Orange Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Commemoration 

Service 
Monday January 16, 2023 

11 a.m. | FREE | Mount Zion A.M.E. Church, Hillsborough 
King Day: A Celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Birthday at 

Chavis Park 
Monday January 16, 2023 

Noon to 3 p.m. | FREE | John Chavis Memorial Park (Raleigh) 
MLK Day of Service 

Monday January 16, 2023 
Noon to 3 p.m. | FREE | “The Club” Teen Center, Raleigh 

Dream Big MLK Day Book Drive and Community Celebration 
Monday January 16, 2023 

1–4 p.m. | FREE | Golden Belt Campus 
MLK Day Concert: IMPACT Series II: Chamber Music Treasures- 

Music by Black Composers 
Monday, January 16, 2023 

7:30 pm | FREE | Church of the Nativity, Raleigh 
22nd Annual African American Cultural Celebration at North 

Carolina Museum of History 
Saturday, January 28, 2023 

10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. | FREE | North Carolina Museum of History, 
Raleigh 

Triangle Area MLK Events

Committed
to Providing
EFFECTIVE,
INCLUSIVE,

and EFFICIENT
PUBLIC SAFETY

“We honor the legacy of Dr Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and embrace the 
dream and advocacy for equality, 

unity and opportunity for all.”

Paid for by Rowe for Sheriff

NC’s Civil Rights Heros
 Most North Carolinians be-
lieve the Civil Rights Movement 
occurred strictly in the 1960s, 
with the start of the Sit-Ins at the 
Woolworth’s store in Greensboro, 
North Carolina.  The movement, 
however, began much earlier, 
and one can argue that its roots 
lay in the Civil-War period.  
 The Civil Rights Movement 
was an effort, among many 
things, to overturn segregation, 
commonly known as Jim Crow 
legislation.  Throughout the Jim 
Crow South (1890-1960), state 
laws required blacks and whites 
to use separate facilities, attend 
different schools, sit in differ-
ent places in theaters and buses, 
and even to be buried in differ-
ent areas in cemeteries—to draw 

only four illustrations from vari-
ous cases. As early as the 1930s, 
African Americans protested 
these laws.  In Greensboro, black 
ministers boycotted the War 
Memorial Auditorium’s opening, 
and young people there started 
a theater boycott. Lumberton 
youth marched to protest a lack 
of educational opportunities.  
Meanwhile during the twentieth 
century, municipality leaders, in-
cluding Charlotteans, used local 
ordinances to create residential 
segregation. 
 The Civil Rights Movement, as 
it commonly known, began in the 
1950s.  In 1954, the U.S. Supreme 
Court issued its Brown deci-
sion, and schools were ordered 
to desegregate. For some time 

North Carolina avoided compli-
ance, with various creative ideas 
such as the Pearsall Plan.  Mean-
while in the 1950s, North Caro-
lina blacks started what would 
become known as sit –ins. In 
1957 seven blacks, for example, 
demanded service in the white 
section of a Durham ice cream 
parlor. 
 In 1960, a series of events oc-
curred in North Carolina and 
began the Civil Rights Movement 
in earnest. The Greensboro Sit-
In occurred in North Carolina, 
and this demonstration gained 
national attention and set an 
example for others to follow 
throughout the Jim Crow South.  
Four N.C. A & T State University 
students walked to the downtown 

Woolworth’s store in Greensboro, 
sat in the white section of the 
store’s restaurant, and demanded 
service.   In time, more and more 
students started protesting in 
Greensboro and protests spread 
to Raleigh. In the capital city, 
Shaw University and St. Augus-
tine’s College students carried 
out sit-ins at various stores.  At 
other time, college students pick-
eted stores. Picketers, in one in-
stance, were arrested at Camer-
on Village. Although storeowners 
initially resisted accommodating 
the blacks, they eventually com-
plied for legal and economic pur-
poses. 
 Several organizations helped 
organize and energize the Civil 
Rights Movement. The Con-

gress of Racial Equality (CORE) 
sponsored the Freedom Rides 
in 1961; black and white bus rid-
ers boarded Greyhounds and 
Trailways buses and challenged 
segregation on the buses and in 
the bus stations. In North Caro-
lina, the riders experienced no 
violent resistance. The follow-
ing year, the organization led 
a successful campaign against 
Howard Johnson’s restaurants.  
During the mid-1960s and under 
the leadership of Floyd B. McK-
issick, a Durham attorney, CORE 
embraced black nationalism. 
The Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC), like 
CORE, evolved into a more con-
frontational group. Ella Baker 
of Raleigh trained students to 
live in the rural South and to 
participate in task forces as-
signed to educate rural blacks 
and register them to vote. In 
the mid-1960s, student enthusi-
asm waned for the nonviolent 
approach, but under the lead-
ership of Stokely Carmichael, 
student interest revived as the 
organization promoted black 
nationalism and black power.  
The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), a legal arm of the Civil 
Rights Movement, worked to 
ensure that the law was applied 

in a nondiscriminatory manner.  
Reginald Hawkins was a promi-
nent leader. Kelly Alexander re-
organized the Charlotte NAACP 
chapter and emerged as one of 
the Tar Heel State’s leading civil 
rights leaders during the 1950s 
and 1960s. Ministers led the 
Southern Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), an influential organiza-
tion that consistently employed 
nonviolent means.  A well-known 
North Carolina SCLC leader 
was Golden Aros Franks; he led 
various protests in eastern North 
Carolina towns.
 Although Kenneth R. Williams 
served on the Winston Salem 
Board of Aldermen during the 
late 1940s, North Carolina blacks, 
as a voting bloc, lost political 
power during the late 1890s and 
lacked political power, until the 
passage of national legislation 
such as the Voting Rights Act. Af-
ter blacks regained their suffrage 
rights, more and more blacks 
could run for political office and 
were elected to public office.  
Others were appointed to public 
office. Henry E. Frye, for exam-
ple, was appointed to the North 
Carolina Supreme Court and be-
came the first African American 
to serve in that capacity.
 Written by North Carolina His-
tory Project

 NCDCR—Ann Atwater was a 
woman to be reckoned with, a 
woman not to be ignored. She 
was a fierce fighter for rights 
for poor African Americans 
who shook up the white power 
establishment in Durham, N.C. 
in the 1960s. From then on, she 
demanded to be heard.
 She seems an unlikely activist 
and hero. Born Ann George in 
the community of Hallsboro in 
Columbus County, North Caro-
lina, she was pregnant and mar-
ried at the age of 14. She moved 
to Durham in 1953, where her 
husband, William French, had re-
located. He worked in the tobac-

co factory and she as a domestic, 
but he turned to drink. He moved 
to Richmond seeking better work 
and asked Atwater to join him 
there with their two daughters, 
she said no. They divorced.
 When her job as a maid ended, 
she found herself living in a 
dilapidated house in North Dur-
ham on a welfare check of $57 
a month. A housing organizer 
came by one evening to ask if 
she needed help to get repairs. 
She didn’t know you could ask 
for repairs. That was Howard 
Fuller with Operation Break-
through, a program founded in 
Durham in 1964 to address pov-

erty and inequality. He invited 
Atwater to a meeting and to join. 
She did.
 The program helped people 
gain confidence through a series 
of tasks to build achievement. 
After the course, Atwater had 
found her life’s purpose. By 1967 
she was employed by the United 
Organization for Community 
Improvement and was chair of 
the Housing Committee. She was 
a member of several commu-
nity groups and local Democratic 
Party vice president in 1968. She 
organized protests for better 
housing, boycotts and educated 
citizens about their rights.
 Atwater disliked the lack of 
respect many whites showed for 
blacks. At one school meeting, 
a school board member got up 
in the middle of a conversation 
as she was making demands for 
school improvements. Ignoring 
her and the parents with her was 
a mistake. She hit him over the 
head with a telephone receiver 
and he sat down to listen. City 
council members would turn 
their chairs away when blacks 
spoke. They would turn the 
chairs around and demand to be 
heard. 
 In 1971 Atwater was asked 
to co-chair a group looking for 
answers for the problems of de-
segregation of Durham Schools. 
The other co-chair would be C.P. 
Ellis, leader of the Durham Ku 
Klux Klan. They hated each oth-
er. Ellis told an NPR interviewer 
that Atwater was an effective 
boycotter, making progress and 
he hated her guts. She wrote in 

a column that a couple of years 
before that committee she nearly 
slit his throat at a city meeting 
after he repeatedly used the 
n-word. Her pastor was there, 
grabbed the hand holding a knife 
and stopped her.
 The committee met for 12 
hours daily over 10 days to find 
a solution for the Durham school 
desegregation problem, which 
would be binding on the city. 
Tensions steadily rose, but near 
the end the two had a change 
of heart. The children got them 
together and told them they 
wanted to go to school together. 
The two realized they had been 
arguing about the wrong things, 
that they had the same hopes for 
their children and a lot in com-
mon as poor people. In the end, 
Ellis repudiated racism and the 
Klan and they became lifelong 
friends.
 That process has been por-
trayed in the movies, “The Best 
of Enemies,” and “An Unlikely 
Friendship,” and in the Studs 
Terkel book “Race: How Blacks 
& Whites Think & Feel about the 
American Obsession.”
 C.P. Ellis died in 2005 and At-
water was asked to deliver the 
eulogy. She died in 2016 having 
won many awards and accolades 
for her work for the disadvan-
taged. It seems an unlikely end 
for a sharecropper’s daughter 
who had taken food from the 
farmer’s back door and who had 
internalized that she came sec-
ond. She was a woman who found 
and used the power of her voice.

Ann Atwater’s Courage Changed Culture
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 812
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Barbara Joan Crain, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 23rd day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 15th day of December, 
2022. 
Inman Darrell Crain
Executor
2506 Fairlawn Road
Durham, NC 27705
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File Number 2021 E 32

 ALL PERSONS, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
Charles Cleveland Smith, of Dur-
ham County, N.C., are notified to 
exhibit the same to the under-
signed on or before March 23, 
2023, or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make imme-
diate payment. 
 This the 22 day of December, 
2022. 
Emma Smith
Administratrix
12 Otters Run
Durham, NC 27712
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

Notice to Creditors
 ALL PERSONS, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
Andrew Jackson Giles, deceased, 
Durham County, NC are notified 
to exhibit the same to the under-
signed on or before March 23, 
2023, or this Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make imme-
diate payment.  
 This the 22nd day of December, 
2022.
Deborah L. Giles
Administrator 
P.O. Box 11612
Durham, NC 27703
Dates of Publication:
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1535
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Gertrude Parrish, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 23rd day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 22nd day of December, 
2022. 
Edna J. Kennedy
Administrator
10406 Quail Roost Rd
Bahama, NC 27503
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001557
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualif ied as Executor of the 
Estate of Patricia Jane Hunt a/k/a 
Patricia Ball Hunt, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 23rd day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 22nd day of December, 
2022. 

Elizabeth Hunt Alford
Executor 
5 Jarvis Ct
Durham, NC 27703
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1214
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Lowell L. Siler, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 23rd day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 22nd day of December, 
2022. 
Ms. Dejuana Siler
Executor for the Estate of Lowell 
L. Siler
c/o Pamela Harrigan-Young
Attorney at Law
4801 Glenwood Ave., Ste 200
Raleigh, NC 27612
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1537
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executrix of the Estate 
of Robert Wayne Joyner, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 29th day of December, 
2022. 
Juanita A. Joyner 
Executrix
2603 Sater Street
Durham, NC 27703
12/29/2022, 1/5, 1/12, & 1/19/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 

JUSTICE
DISTRICT COURT DIVISION

FILE NO: 22 CVD 1203 
NDEYE MARIE MBENGUE,  
   PLAINTIFF
 VS.
ABDUL TALL,  
   DEFENDANT
TO: ABDUL TALL 
 Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been filed 
in the above entitled action.  The 
nature of the relief sought is as fol-
lows:
Complaint for Absolute Divorce
 You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading not later 
than February 7, 2023 and upon 
your failure to do so the party 
seeking service against you will 
apply to the Court for the relief 
sought.
 This the 29th day of December, 
2022.
Alexander S. Perry
PERRY, PERRY & PERRY, P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
601 Fayetteville Street, Suite 300       
Post Office Drawer 2051
Durham, North Carolina 27702
Telephone: (919) 683-8685
12/29/2022, 1/5 and  1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
2022 E 408

 ALL PERSONS, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against Lula 
Joyce, of Durham County, N.C., are 
notified to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 30th 
day of March 2023, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment. 
 This the 29th day of December, 
2022. 
Jason Cornigans
101 West Garfield Street
Mayodan, NC 27027
12/29/2022, 1/5, 1/12, & 1/19/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF DURHAM 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No 22 E 1567

 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 21st day of De-

cember, 2022, as Executor of the 
ESTATE OF BARBARA CLAIRE PIZ-
ZANELLO, Deceased, of Durham 
County, North Carolina, do hereby 
notify all persons, firms and cor-
porations having claims against 
said Estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 6th 
day of April, 2023 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said Estate 
will please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
 This, the 5th day of January, 
2023.
BRENDA JEAN PIZZANELLO
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF BARBARA CLAIRE PIZ-
ZANELLO
c/o Rupe S. Gill, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina  27717
1/5, 1/12, 1/19 and 1/26/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1239
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Thelma W. Rigsbee, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of April 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
David Rigsbee
Executor
3007 Tavistock Dr.
Durham, NC 27712
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1522
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Christopher Michael 
Whitworth, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of April 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
Payton Michael Whitworth
Administrator
1598 Doves View Cir
Auburndale, FL 33823
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1516
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Junior Lafayette Gibson, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 13th day of April 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
Grace M. Gibson
Administrator
3508 Four Seasons Drive
Durham, NC 27707
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 1577
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administratrix of the 
Estate of Johnathan Brian Horton, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 

DURHAM COUNTY Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 13th day of April 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
Gwen Manley Ghent
Administratrix
c/o Kangur & Porter, LLP
2150 Country Club Road
Suite 160 
Winston Salem, NC 27104
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 23 E 17
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of John Neter, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of April 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
Ronald Julian Neter
Executor
812 South Orange Grove Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91105-1715
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 The undersigned, Jennifer Clegg 
McFarland, having duly qualified as 
Executrix of the Estate of Virginia 
Stephenson Clegg, deceased, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notifies all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present them 
to the undersigned in care of 
Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney for 
the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Drive, 
Suite 205, Durham, North Carolina 
27705, within ninety days of first 
publication of this notice or it will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the Estate will please 
make immediate payment.
 This the 12th day of January, 
2022.
Jennifer C. McFarland
Executrix 
C/O Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
3400 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705 
1-919-246-5775
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001119
 The  Unders igned,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Peter Ray Johnson, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 23rd day 
of March 2023, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 22nd day of December, 
2022. 
Eric Lawrence Johnson
Administrator
213 North Trail Drive
Raleigh, NC 27615
12/22,12/29/2022 & 1/5, 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 002912
 The  Unders igned,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Geraldine Strickland, 
a / k / a  G e r a l d i n e  H a y w o o d 
Strickland, late of Wake County, 
North Carolina, hereby wishes 
to notify al l  persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 

WAKE COUNTY

undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of March 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 29th day of December, 
2022. 
Dawn Holden 
Administrator
516 Peyton Street
Raleigh, NC 27610
12/29/2022, 1/5, 1/12, & 1/19/2023
NORTH CAROLINA
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF  
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

Small Claims Division
File No. 22 CVM 005690

Gurkan’s Downtown Auto Repair
  Plaintiff,
 V.
Karshi Demel Swinson-Davis
  Defendant,
 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above entitled action. 
The nature of the relief sought is as 
follows: Defendant has defaulted 
in the payment of debt which is 
secured by property. Defendant 
has otherwise breached the forms 
of a security agreement giving 
the plaintiff the right to claim im-
mediate possession of the prop-
erty described as a 2010 KIA SUV, 
VIN#KNDJT2A20A7098852 which 
has been in plaintiff’s possession 
and remained unclaimed since 
January 13, 2020.
 You are required by law, to enter 
a defense in writing to the plead-
ing if you so choose, within three 
(3) successive weeks from the first 
date of Publication of this notice 
but no later than January 23, 2023. 

Upon your failure to make such 
defense, the party, in this case the 
Plaintiff, seeking service against 
you will apply to the court for the 
relief sought.
 This the 29 day of December, 
2022.
Mohammed M. Shyllon
5540 Centerview Drive, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27606
Attorney for the Plaintiff
Phone: (919) 424-3804
Fax: (919) 869-1588 
12/29/2022, 1/5 & 1/12/2023
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2023 E 000005
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Paul Herbert Watkins, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 13th day 
of April 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 12th day of January, 
2023. 
Dale Diacont
Co-Administrator
220 Chantilly Drive
Waynesboro, VA 22980
Brandy Clary
Co-Administrator
PO Box 24
Lawrenceville, VA 23868
1/12, 1/19/1/26 and 2/2/2023
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ClassifiedsClassifieds
D/M/WBE 

SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED
T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Improve-
ments project for the Town of Pembroke which bids January 
19, 2023, at 2:00 PM. Plans and specifications for this project 
are available at the following locations:  TA Loving Company, 
400 Patetown Road, Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Town of Pem-
broke; 100 Union Chapel Road; Pembroke, NC 28372 * The 
Wooten Company; 120 North Boylan Avenue; Raleigh, NC 
27603 * Dodge Data and Analytics website * ConstructCon-
nect website * North Carolina Bid Network website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, asphalt paving, earthwork, erosion control, seeding, 
sodding, landscaping, electrical, CIPC, and painting. Please 
contact Michael Cox (mcox@taloving.com) if you are inter-
ested in submitting a proposal on any portion(s) of this proj-
ect.  Contact via phone 919-734-8400; fax 919-736-2148; or 
email. All quotations will be accepted up to bid closing time 
of the bid date. TA Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontrac-
tors and suppliers for the Westside Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Sludge Dewatering System Improvements project for 
the City of High Point which bids January 26, 2023, at 2:00 
PM.  Plans and specifications for this project are available at 
the following locations:  TA Loving Company, 400 Patetown 
Road, Goldsboro, NC 27530 * Dodge Data and Analytics 
website * The Blue Book Building and Construction Network 
website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, 
hauling, asphalt paving, traffic control, earthwork, erosion 
control, seeding, sodding, electrical, SCADA, masonry, roof-
ing, HVAC, CIPC, concrete forms, concrete rebar, painting, 
and plumbing. Please contact Michael Cox (mcox@taloving.
com) if you are interested in submitting a proposal on any 
portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 919-734-8400; 
fax 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations will be accepted 
up to bid closing time of the bid date. TA Loving Company is 
an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the Maynard Road Water Line Reinforce-
ment and Sidewalk Improvements project for the Town of 
Cary which bids January 24, 2023, at 2:00 PM. Plans and 
specifications for this project are available at the follow-
ing locations: TA Loving Company, 400 Patetown Road, 
Goldsboro, NC 27530 * the Town of Cary Planroom website * 
Carolinas AGC Website * Dodge Data and Analytics website 
* * NC Institute of Minority Economic Development (NCIMED) 
website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, hauling, asphalt paving, striping, traffic 
control, erosion control, seeding, electrical, jack & bore, and 
flatwork. Please contact David Murchison (dmurchison@
taloving.com) if you are interested in submitting a proposal 
on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via phone 919-
734-8400; fax 919-736-2148; or email. All quotations will be 
accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. TA Loving 
Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Em-
ployer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE, MBE, and WBE subcontractors 
and suppliers for the South State Street Sewer Replace-
ment project for the City of Raleigh Public Utilities which 
bids January 19, 2023, at 2:00 PM. Plans and specifica-
tions for this project are available at the following locations:  
TA Loving Company, 400 Patetown Road, Goldsboro, NC 
27530 * Black & Veatch International Company; 175 Regency 
Woods Place, Suite 200; Cary, NC 27518 * Dodge Data and 
Analytics website * ConstructConnect website * Construction 
Journal website * NC Institute of Minority Economic Develop-
ment (NCIMED) website.

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, clearing and grubbing, hauling, asphalt 
paving, striping, traffic control, erosion control, seeding, 
linework, bypass pumping, and flatwork. Please contact Jeff 
Price (jprice@taloving.com) if you are interested in submit-
ting a proposal on any portion(s) of this project.  Contact via 
phone 919-734-8400; fax 919-736-2148; or email. All quota-
tions will be accepted up to bid closing time of the bid date. 
TA Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Ac-
tion Employer.

Please advise if assistance is needed with obtaining neces-
sary equipment, supplies, materials, or insurance/bonding 
to satisfy the work requirements. We are willing to accept 
quotations for all or partial quantities and items of work. We 
can offer 2-party check payments and quick payment agree-
ments, but the agreements need to be negotiated prior to the 
bid date.

SPECIAL NOTICE
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
RALEIGH, NC

DESIGN-BUILD REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
(RFQ)

The North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) is 
requesting interested Design-Build Teams submit qualifica-
tions for a Design-Build Project. The project, I-2513B & D, 
adds lanes to I-26 / I-240 from south of SR 3548 (Haywood 
Road) to north of SR 1781 (Broadway Street) and improves 
SR 1477 (Riverside Drive) from SR 1517 (Hill Street) to SR 
1781 (Broadway Street) in Buncombe County.  

Interested parties should send a request, by e-mail only, to 
rfq_package_request@ncdot.gov for a formal package detail-
ing the requirements for submitting a Statement of Qualifica-
tions. The following contact information must be included in 
the e-mail request: company name, physical address, city, 
state, zip code, contact person, phone number and current 
e-mail address. The Statements of Qualifications must be 
submitted, by e-mail only, to db_soq_submittal@ncdot.gov 
by 4:00 p.m. on February 14, 2023.

All available Design-Build Project information is on the NC-
DOT website at https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/Pages/
Design-Build.aspx. Project information is continually being 
added, so it is advisable to monitor this website for the most 
up to date information.

Technical questions related to the RFQ package, or other 
project related questions, must be sent, by e-mail only, to 
designbuild@ncdot.gov. For tracking purposes, questions will 
only be answered through e-mail requests.

When making requests by e-mail, it is advisable to request a 
return receipt for your records.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the 
following contract in Lenoir County out for bid: C-C11489 
Lenoir YDC Retrocommissioning. The bid opening is sched-
uled for: Monday, 2/14/2023. To obtain the Notice to Bidders, 
any Pre-Bid Requirements, and any Addenda visit: https://
www.ips.state.nc.us/ips/AGENCY/PDF/1518020000.pdf 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Town of Bailey 
P.O. Box 40 
Bailey, NC 27807 
 Separate sealed BIDS for the construction of 2020 Sani-
tary Sewer Replacement Project Contract No. 2—Sanitary 
Sewer Replacement will be received by the ENGINEER at 
Bailey Town Hall, 6217 Main Street, Bailey, NC 27807 until 
2:00 PM Eastern Standard Time, February 16, 2023, and then 
at said office publicly opened and read aloud.
 The CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be examined at the 
following locations:  
Bailey Town Hall, 6217 Main Street, Bailey, NC 27807 
McDavid Associates, Inc., 3714 North Main Street, Farmville, 

NC 27828-049 
Dodge Data and Analytics, 2860 South State Highway 161, 

Suite 160, #501, Grand Prairie, TX 750527361 
 (View online at www.construction.com) 
ConstructConnect, Attn: DPC, 30 Technology Parkway South, 

Suite 100, Norcross, GA 30092 
 (View online at www.constructconnect.com) 
Construction Journal, 400 SW 7th Street, Stuart, FL 34994 

(View online at www.ConstructionJournal.com) 
Builders & Contractors Exchange, Inc., 1118 Azalea Garden 

Road, Norfolk, VA 235025612 
 (View online at www.bceva.com) 
 Copies of the CONTRACT DOCUMENTS may be ob-
tained at the office of McDavid Associates, Inc. located at 
3714 North Main Street, Farmville, NC 27828-049 upon a 
nonrefundable payment of $100.00 for each set.
 The OWNER reserves the right to reject any and all BIDS.
BIDDER shall be properly licensed under Chapter 87, General 
Statutes of North Carolina.
 Small, minority, women’s, and disadvantaged businesses 
and labor surplus area firms are encouraged to submit BIDS.
This PROJECT is subject to the good faith efforts and 
goals for participation by minority businesses required by 
G.S. 143128.2.  The OWNER has adopted a verifiable ten 
percent (10%) goal for participation by minority businesses in 
the total value of the WORK.
 BIDDERS shall, within the time frames specified in the 
BID documents, submit all required affidavits and documen-
tation demonstrating that the BIDDER made the required 
good faith effort in compliance with G.S. 143128.2. Failure to 
file all required affidavits and documentation within the re-
quired time frames is grounds for rejection of the BID.
 Prospective BIDDERS who have been found guilty of 
discrimination within the last two (2) years are debarred from 
bidding.
 A preBid conference will be held at 10:00 AM on Febru-
ary 1, 2023 in the Bailey Town Hall, 6217 Main Street, Bailey, 
NC 27807. Prospective BIDDERS are encouraged to attend 
this prebid conference as part of their good faith efforts.

January 17, 2023

Thomas Richards 
Mayor
Town of Bailey
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