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S. CAROLINA’S US HOUSE MAPS UNDER SCRUTINY BECAUSE 
OF RACE

 A trial to determine whether South Carolina’s congressional maps 
are legal closes Tuesday with arguments over whether the state Leg-
islature diluted Black voting power by remaking the boundaries of 
the only U.S. House district Democrats have flipped in more than 30 
years.
 The trial also marks the first time the South Carolina maps have 
been legally scrutinized since the U.S. Supreme Court removed part 
of a 1965 law that required the state to get federal approval to pro-
tect against discriminatory redistricting proposals.
 A panel of three federal judges on Tuesday heard closing argu-
ments in the case in Charleston. A ruling is expected later and any 
appeal will be made directly to the U.S. Supreme Court.
 The Republican-dominated General Assembly redrew the maps 
early this year based on the 2020 U.S. census, and they were used in 
this month’s midterm elections.
 According to a lawsuit filed by the NAACP, the new boundaries un-
constitutionally split Black voters in the state’s 1st, 2nd and 5th Dis-
tricts and packed them all into the 6th District, which already had a 
majority of African American voters.
 The civil rights group has asserted during months of arguments 
that the General Assembly’s actions not only diluted Black voting 
strength, but also strengthened the 6-to-1 advantage Republicans 
have in the state’s U.S. House delegation. The last time a Democrat 
flipped a U.S. House seat was in 2018. Before that Democrats hadn’t 
won a seat from Republican control since 1986.

————
SHERIFF: VANDALISM CUTS POWER ACROSS NORTH 

CAROLINA COUNTY
 CARTHAGE, N.C. (AP) — Multiple power substations in a North 
Carolina county were damaged by gunfire in an apparent act of crim-
inal vandalism, leaving tens of thousands of people without electric-
ity, authorities said.
 The power outage across Moore County that began just after 7 
p.m. Saturday is being investigated as a criminal act, Moore County 
Sheriff Ronnie Fields said in a Facebook post. More than 40,000 
electric customers in the county remained without power on Sunday 
morning, according to poweroutage.us.
 “As utility companies began responding to the different substa-

By Megan Janetsky 
Associated Press

 HAVANA, Cuba (AP)—In the 
Telegram group chat, the mes-
sages roll in like waves.
 “I need liquid ibuprofen and 
acetaminophen, please,” wrote 
one user. “It’s urgent, it’s for my 
10-month-old baby.”
 Others offer medicine brought 
from outside of Cuba, adding, 
“Write to me in a direct mes-
sage.” Emoji-speckled lists offer 
antibiotics, pregnancy tests, vita-
mins, rash creams and more.

 The group message, which 
includes 170,000 people, is just 
one of many that have flourished 
in recent years in Cuba along-
side an exponential increase in 
internet usage on the communist-
governed island.
 The informal sale of every-
thing from eggs to car parts—the 
country’s so-called black mar-
ket—is a time-honored practice 
in crisis-stricken Cuba, where 
access to the most basic items 
such as milk, chicken, medicine 
and cleaning products has al-
ways been limited. The market is 

technically illegal, but the extent 
of illegality, in official eyes, can 
vary by the sort of items sold 
and how they were obtained.
 Before the internet, such ex-
changes took place “through 
your contacts, your neighbors, 
your local community,” said Ri-
cardo Torres, a Cuban and eco-
nomics fellow at American Uni-
versity in Washington. “But now, 
through the internet, you get to 
reach out to an entire province.”
 With shortages and economic 
turmoil at the worst they’ve been 
in years, the online marketplace 

“has exploded,” Torres said.
 Bustling WhatsApp groups dis-
cuss the informal exchange rate, 
which provides more pesos per 
dollar or euro than the official 
bank rate.
 Meanwhile, Cuba’s versions of 
Craigslist—sites such as Revol-
ico, the island’s first digital buy-
ing-and-selling tool—advertise 
everything from electric bicy-
cles brought in from other coun-
tries to “capitalist apartments” 
in Havana’s wealthy districts.
 Many products are sold in pe-
sos, but higher-priced items are 
often listed in dollars, with pay-
ments either handled in cash or 
through bank transfers outside 
the country.
 While wealthier Cubans—or 
those with families sending mon-
ey from abroad—can afford 
more lavish items, many basic 
items remain unaffordable for 
people like Leonardo, a state-
employed engineer who asked 
that his real name not be used 
because he fears retribution 
from the government.
 Three months ago, Leonardo 
began buying items such as 
inhalers, antibiotics and rash 
creams from friends arriving 
from other countries, then resell-
ing them for a small profit on-
line. Government authorities are 
harshly critical of such “revend-
edores,” or resellers, especially 
those who buy products in Cuban 
stores then sell them at a higher 
price.
 In late October, President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel called for a 
crackdown on the practice, re-
ferring to the revendedores as 
“criminals, swindlers, riffraff, 

By Haleluya Hadero 
AP Business Writer

 NEW YORK N.Y. (AP)—Ama-
zon has begun mass layoffs in 
its corporate ranks, becoming 
the latest tech company to trim 
its workforce amid rising fears 
about the wider economic envi-
ronment.
 On Tuesday, the company noti-
fied regional authorities in Cali-
fornia that it would lay off about 
260 workers at various facilities 
that employ data scientists, soft-
ware engineers and other cor-
porate workers. Those job cuts 
would be effective beginning on 
Jan. 17, 2023.
 Amazon would not specify how 

many more layoffs may be in the 
works beyond the ones confirmed 
through California’s Worker Ad-
justment and Retraining Notifi-
cation Act, also known as WARN, 
which requires companies to pro-
vide 60 days’ notice if they have 
75 or more full-time or part-time 
workers. Amazon employs more 
than 1.5 million workers glob-
ally, primarily made up of hourly 
workers.
 The online retail giant, like 
other tech and social media 
giants, saw sizable profits dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, as 
homebound shoppers purchased 
more items online. But revenue 
growth slowed as the worst of 
the pandemic eased and consum-

ers relied less on ecommerce.
 The Seattle-based company 
reported two consecutive loss-
es this year, driven mainly by 
write-downs of the value of its 
stock investment in electric ve-
hicle start-up Rivian Automotive. 
The company returned to profit-
ability during the third quarter, 
but investors were gloomy about 
its weaker-than-expected rev-
enue and lackluster projections 
for the current quarter, which is 
typically good for retailers due 
to the holiday shopping season.
 In an effort to cut back on 
costs, Amazon has already been 
axing some of its projects—in-
cluding subsidiary fabric.com, 
Amazon Care, and the cooler-size 

home delivery robot Scout. Its 
also been scaling back its physi-
cal footprint by delaying—or 
canceling—plans to occupy some 
new warehouses across the coun-
try. And Amazon Chief Financial 
Officer Brian Olsavsky has said 
the company was preparing for 
what could be a slower growth 
period and would be careful 
about hiring in the near future.
 Mass layoffs are rare at Ama-
zon, but the company has had 
rounds of job cuts in 2018 and in 
2001 during the dot-com crash. 
On the warehouse side, the ecom-
merce giant typically trims its 
workforce through attrition.
 Faced with high costs, the 
company announced earlier this 
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‘Black Panther’ Success Says Little About State Of Black Film
By Phillip L Cunningham

Wake Forest University

 When Marvel Studios released 
“Black Panther” in February 
2018, it marked the first Marvel 
Cinematic Universe film to fea-
ture a Black superhero and star a 
predominantly Black cast.
 Its estimated production bud-
get was US$200 million, making 
it the first Black film – conven-
tionally defined as a film that is 
directed by a Black director, fea-
tures a Black cast, and focuses 
on some aspect of the Black 
experience – ever to receive that 
level of financial support.
 As a scholar of media and 
Black popular culture, I was 
often asked to respond to the 
resounding success of that first 
“Black Panther” film, which had 
shattered expectations of its box 
office performance.
 Would it lead to more big-bud-
get Black films? Was its popular-
ity an indication that the global 
marketplace – the real source 
of trepidation about the film’s 
potential – was finally ready to 
embrace Black-cast films?
 With the release of the mas-
sively successful “Black Pan-
ther: Wakanda Forever” in No-
vember 2022, I expect those 
questions to reemerge.
 Yet as I review the cinematic 
landscape between the original 
and its sequel, I am inclined to 
restate the answer I gave back 
in 2018: Assumptions should not 
be made about the state of Black 
film based on the success of the 
“Black Panther” franchise.
 Prior to its release, the pro-

ducers of “Black Panther” faced 
questions about whether there 
was a market for a Black block-
buster film, even one ensconced 
in the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse.
 After all, since the Wesley 
Snipes-led “Blade” trilogy, which 
came out in the late-1990s and 
early 2000s, Black superhero 
films had experienced dimin-
ishing returns. There was one 
notable exception: the commer-
cially successful, though heavily 

panned “Hancock” (2008), star-
ring Will Smith.
 Otherwise, Black superhe-
ro films such as “Catwoman” 
(2004) and “Sleight” (2016) either 
flopped or had a limited release.
 Furthermore, until “Black Pan-
ther,” no Black film exceeded a 
$100 million budget, the average 
benchmark for modern Holly-
wood blockbusters.
 Nonetheless, despite these 
early concerns, “Black Panther” 
earned the highest domestic 

gross, $700 million, of all films 
released in 2018, while earning 
$1.3 billion in worldwide gross, 
second only to “Avengers: Infin-
ity War.”
 “Black Panther” emerged at 
the tail end of what many indus-
try experts considered to be a 
surprisingly successful run of 
Black films, which included the 
biopic “Hidden Figures” (2016) 
and the raunchy comedy “Girls 
Trip” (2017). Despite their mod-
est budgets, they earned over 

$100 million apiece at the box of-
fice – $235 million and $140 mil-
lion, respectively.
 However, both films were 
mostly reliant on the domestic 
box office, especially the R-rated 
“Girls Trip,” which was only 
released in a handful of foreign 
markets. Conventional wisdom 
has long held that Black films 
will fail abroad. International 
distributors and studios typically 
ignore them during the presale 
process or at film festivals and 

markets, reasoning that Black 
films are too culturally specific – 
not only in terms of their Black-
ness, but also their American-
ness.
 Films like “Black Panther” and 
the Oscar winning “Moonlight” 
(2016), which earned more on 
the international market than the 
domestic market, certainly chal-
lenged those assumptions. It has 
yet to upend them.
 What do those Black films 
released in theaters in the near-
ly five years between “Black 
Panther” and “Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever” tell us about 
the former’s impact?
 The simple answer is that the 
original “Black Panther” has had 
no discernible influence on indus-
try practices whatsoever.
 Since 2018, no other Black 
blockbuster has emerged, save 
for the sequel itself. Granted, 
Black filmmaker Ava DuVer-
nay’s remake of “A Wrinkle in 
Time” (2018) reportedly cost an 
estimated $100 million; however, 
while Black actors portrayed the 
protagonist and a few other char-
acters, the film features a multi-
cultural ensemble cast – which, 
as scholars such as Mary Beltran 
have pointed out, has become the 
primary strategy for achieving 
diversity in film.
 Even if one were to include 
“A Wrinkle in Time,” the grand 
total of Black films with budgets 
exceeding $100 million is three, 
with the two “Black Panther” 
films being the others – all dur-
ing an era in which there have 

month it would pause hiring 
among its corporate workforce, 
adding to the freeze it put a few 
weeks earlier on its retail divi-
sion. But the layoffs weren’t 
far off. Employees who work in 
different units, including voice 
assistant Alexa and cloud gam-
ing platform Amazon Luna, said 
they were let go on Tuesday, ac-
cording to LinkedIn posts. Some 
of them were based in Seattle, 
where the company has its head-
quarters.
 “As part of our annual operat-
ing planning review process, 
we always look at each of our 
businesses and what we believe 

we should change,” Amazon 
spokesperson Kelly Nantel said 
in a statement. “As we’ve gone 
through this, given the current 
macro-economic environment 
(as well as several years of rapid 
hiring), some teams are mak-
ing adjustments, which in some 
cases means certain roles are no 
longer necessary.”
 In a note to the devices & ser-
vices team that Amazon shared 
on its website, the team’s senior 
vice president David Limp said 
the company was consolidat-
ing some teams and programs. 
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tions, evidence was discovered that indicated that intentional vandal-
ism had occurred at multiple sites,” the sheriff said.
 Southern Pines Fire Chief Mike Cameron said that two substations 
in the county were damaged by gunfire on Saturday and that a pos-
sible motive wasn’t clear. Cameron, also the assistant town manager, 
said that the information about the cause was given to him by Duke 
Energy. A Duke Energy spokesman didn’t immediately respond to an 
email asking about the gunfire. 
 Moore County deputies and other law enforcement responded and 
were providing security at the affected sites, the sheriff’s office said.
 Duke Energy spokesman Jeff Brooks said in an earlier statement 
that the company experienced “multiple equipment failures” at sub-
stations and the power company was “investigating signs of potential 
vandalism related to the outages.”

————
NORTH CAROLINA POLICE CHARGE SUSPECT IN DOUBLE 

HOMICIDE
 ROCKY MOUNT, N.C. (AP) — A man has been charged in the fatal 
shootings of a woman and a man whose bodies were found in a ve-
hicle with two uninjured toddlers in Rocky Mount, North Carolina.
 The Rocky Mount Telegram reports that Eric Coley was arrested 
on Friday. He is charged with two counts of first-degree murder and 
possession of a firearm by a felon. That’s according to police spokes-
man Cpl. Ricky Jackson.
 The 42-year-old is being held without bond in the Nash County De-
tention Center, county sheriff’s records online said.
 The bodies of Destiny Wiggins, 24, and Devone Brown, 28, were 
found with apparent gunshot wounds between approximately 6 a.m. 
and 6:15 a.m. on Thursday.
 Jackson in the first news release on Thursday about the case said 
the two toddlers were found in the rear seat of the vehicle.
 Coley is due at 9 a.m. on Monday in Nash County District Court for 
a first appearance before the court. 
 State Public Safety records said Coley was convicted in 2013 in 
Edgecombe County for possessing stolen goods.
 The records also said Coley was convicted in 2004 in Edgecombe 
County for assault inflicting serious bodily injury and in 1998 in 
Edgecombe County for attempted breaking and entering.

————
MEXICO WANTS AMERICAN EXTRADITED ON CHARGES IN 

TOURIST DEATH
 CABO SAN LUCAS, Mexico (AP)—Mexican prosecutors have filed 
charges against a U.S. woman suspected of killing another American 
seen being beaten in a viral video.
 Prosecutors in the state of Baja California Sur did not name the 
suspect in the Oct. 29 death of Shanquella Robinson.
 But on Thursday, they said they had approached Mexican federal 
prosecutors and diplomats to try to get the woman extradited to face 
charges in Mexico.
 Robinson’s death at a resort development in San Jose del Cabo 
shocked people in both countries. The video raised suspicions that 
Robinson may have died at the hands of people she was traveling 
with.
 Local prosecutor Antonio López Rodríguez said the case was be-
ing treated as a potential homicide and an arrest warrant had been 
issued for the suspect. The group Robinson was traveling with, how-
ever, left Mexico after she was found dead in a rented villa.
 State prosecutor Daniel de la Rosa Anaya said the suspect was also 
an American, but did not identify her.
 News outlets in Charlotte reported that the people Robinson was 
traveling with gave differing versions of how she died, but that an 
autopsy revealed she died of a severe spinal cord or neck injury.
 A video apparently taped at the luxury villa in San Jose del Cabo 
shows one woman, apparently an American, beating another woman 
identified as Robinson.
 The video has been reposted many times on social media sites. In 
it, a man with an American accent can be heard saying, “Can you at 
least fight back?” The man did not appear to intervene in the beating.

————
NC HEALTH AGENCY APPEALING RULING ON SERVICES FOR 

DISABLED
 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — North Carolina’s government is appealing 
a trial judge’s order that demands many more community services 
by certain dates for people with intellectual and development dis-
abilities who otherwise live at institutions, the top state health offi-
cial said Wednesday.
 Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Kody Kins-
ley said the formal challenge is needed because he has “grave con-
cerns” about some of the directives issued Nov. 2 by Superior Court 
Judge Allen Baddour. The group that was the driving force behind 
a 2017 lawsuit that led to his order said it was discouraged by Kins-
ley’s challenge.
 Kinsley pointed in particular to Baddour’s directive that new ad-
missions at state-run development centers, privately intermediate 
care facilities and certain adult care homes must stop as of January 
2028 for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
 The secretary said that could ultimately lead to closures of small 
group homes, leaving potentially 1,000 or more clients seeking new 
accommodations while creating instability for people who are happy 
in their current situations.
 “We cannot have a ruling go into place that’s going to bind our 
hands, that’s going to push people into homelessness, essentially,” 
Kinsley told reporters. “We’ve got to find a different path.”
 Kinsley also on Wednesday unveiled a policy and funding coun-
terproposal of sorts that he said would promote independence for 
people with such disabilities and choices for services in a deliberate 
fashion.
 Some formal General Assembly legislation would be needed to ul-
timately reach the $150 million in annual federal and state spending 
starting next July that the proposal envisions. These requests and 
others should be in Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper’s upcoming budget 
proposal, the secretary said.
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He said those laid off in the 
process were notified on Tues-
day and the company will work 
with them to “provide support,” 
including assistance in finding 
new roles. If an employee can-
not find a new role within the 
company, Limp said Amazon 
will provide a severance pay-
ment, external job placement 

support and what he called 
transitional benefits.
 The retail behemoth follows 
other tech giants that have cut 
jobs in the past few weeks—a 
reversal from earlier this year, 
when tech workers were in high 
demand. Facebook parent Meta 
said last week it would lay off 
11,000 people, about 13 percent 

of its workforce. And Elon Musk, 
the new Twitter CEO, slashed the 
company’s workforce in half this 
month.
 Going forward, Wedbush Se-
curities analyst Daniel Ives said 
he believes Amazon will likely 
sustain its workforce and invest-
ments in profitable areas such as 
the cloud computing unit AWS, 

while trimming costs in non-stra-
tegic areas like Alexa and other 
moonshot projects.
 “The clock has struck midnight 
in terms of hyper-growth for Big 
Tech,” Ives said. “These compa-
nies hired at such an eye pop-
ping rate, it was not sustainable. 
Now there’s some painful steps 
ahead.”

the lazy and the corrupt.”
 “What we can’t allow is that 
those who don’t work, don’t con-
tribute and break the law earn 
more and have more opportuni-
ties to live well than those who 
actually contribute,” he said dur-
ing a meeting with government 
officials. “If we did that… we’d 
be breaking the concepts of so-
cialism.”
 But Leonardo said he and oth-
ers like him are just trying to get 
by.
 “This medicine goes to the 
people who need it, people who 
have respiratory issues,” he said. 
“Those who use them are people 
who really need them... More 
than anything else, we sell antibi-
otics.”
 With the money he’s earned 
from his sales, Leonardo has 
been able to buy soap and food, 
as well as antibiotics and vita-
mins for his elderly parents.
 The rise of the new digital 
marketplaces speaks to a spe-
cific brand of creative resilience 
that Cubans have developed 
during decades of economic 
turmoil. Much of the crisis is a 
result of the U.S. government’s 
six-decade trade embargo on the 
island, but critics say it’s also 
due to government mismanage-
ment of the economy and reluc-
tance to embrace the private 
sector.
 So people on the island tend to 
be highly resourceful, working 

with whatever they have avail-
able to them—think old cars 
from the 1950s that still roll 
through the streets, thanks to 
mechanics using ingenuity and 
spare parts to address a shortage 
of new vehicles.
 Entrepreneurs have used the 
same creativity to deal with what 
was initially very limited inter-
net access. Carlos Javier Peña 
and Hiram Centelles, Cuban 
expatriates who live in Spain, 
created Revolico in 2007 to help 
“alleviate the hardships of life in 
Cuba.”
 They kept the site design 
simple, similar to Craigslist, to 
match the island’s sluggish inter-
net. But in 2008—the same year 
the government lifted a ban on 
sales of personal computers—it 
blocked access to Revolico. The 
ban remained in place until 
2016. In the meantime, Peña and 
Centelles used digital tools and 
different host sites to jump the 
firewall.
 Using the site was still a chal-
lenge for many, however, given 
the lack of cellphone internet.
 Heriberto, a university student 
in 2008, was able to access it 
through a small monthly inter-
net package given to him by the 
school. Others asked friends and 
family to buy items for them 
while at work, where they some-
times had internet access.
 “Here, the markets more often 
than not don’t have the things 

you’re looking for,” said Herib-
erto, now 33, who asked that only 
his first name be used because he 
also feared repercussions from 
the government. “So you develop 
this custom of looking first in the 
store. Then when they don’t have 
it, you look on Revolico.”
 Sales on WhatsApp, Facebook, 
and Telegram really took off in 
2018, when Cubans gained access 
to the internet on their phones, 
something American Univer-
sity fellow Torres described as a 
“game changer.”
 Between 2000 and 2021 the 
number of Cubans using the 
internet rose from less than 1 
percent of the population to 71 
percent, International Telecom-
munications Union data shows. 
The internet was a lifeline for 
Heriberto and many other Cu-
bans during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, they said.
 Now, with the island’s main 
economic sector, tourism, still 
recovering, many have built 
entire enterprises on the online 
sale of goods—both basic neces-
sities such as medicine, as well 
as many higher-priced specialty 
items. Heriberto recently used 
the site to sell a mountain bike he 
priced in dollars.
 Revolico co-founder Centelles 
says the site and similar tools 
have evolved to adapt to a con-
stantly changing Cuba. For ex-
ample, as the island suffers crip-
pling blackouts, sales of power 

generators and rechargeable bat-
teries have skyrocketed, he said.
 Government officials have said 
the internet is important for the 
country’s economic growth—but 
have treated it with a “grudg-
ing acceptance,” said Valerie 
Wirtschafter, a senior data ana-
lyst at the Brookings Institution 
who tracks internet usage in 
Cuba.
 “They have never really been 
able to control the internet in 
many ways,” Wirtschafter said.
 Perhaps the most visible ex-
ample came when mass protests 
erupted in 2021, largely thanks 
to rapidly spreading commu-
nications on social media sites 
including Facebook, WhatsApp, 
Instagram and Telegram. The 
government blocked many key 
social media and messaging sites 
for a number of days to stop pro-
tests from spreading.
 While Leonardo said he consid-
ers it risky to sell on Telegram, 
“in the end, you need medicine... 
so you assume that risk.”
 Heriberto still uses Revolico, 
but he said he now prefers sites 
such as Facebook that offer a 
level of anonymity. On those 
sites, he can sell using a fake 
profile, he said, as opposed to 
Revolico, which requires you to 
post your phone number.
 “It’s a basic necessity now,” 
Heriberto said. “The internet has 
arrived in Cuba, and now it’s fun-
damental.”

 GOLDSBORO—Rico L. Daw-
son has been selected as a fi-
nalist for a national award in 
the Male Soloist of the Year 
category by the 25th Annual 
Texas Gospel Music Excellence 
Awards. The award ceremony 
will be held Feb. 16–19, 2023 in 
Houston, Texas.  
 Finalists were selected based 
on the number of ballots cast.  
Family, friends, fans and com-
munity members had the op-
portunity to select from the 
nominees.  There were over 20 
contestants in the Male Soloist 
of the Year category. 
 The musical journey of singer-
songwriter Rico L. Dawson be-
gan in an improbable setting, 
the United States Army. While 
serving in the military, Rico 
became a member of the ama-
teur R&B group, “Finesse.” As a 
founding member of this group, 
he not only performed but wrote 
the single “To Be With You.” 
 His next foray into music pro-
vided formal training and ex-
perience. He left the army and 
completed a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Music Industry 
Studies with a concentration in 
Music Business Administration 
at Elizabeth City State Univer-
sity. 
 Other musical pursuits in-
clude joining an additional 
group,  “Next Episode.” During 
his tenure with this group of 
performers, he wrote the soulful  
“A Lonely Night: and co-wrote 
“You’ll Never Find Another Love 
Like Mine.” The latter was re-
corded by “Next Episode”  and 
featured on a CD compilation 
project, at his alma mater,  en-
titled Check the Resume: Vol. 1.
 Later,  he worked as an intern 
for Intersection Records, an 
independent record label. While 
there, he continued writing and 
composing., “Don’t Look No Fur-
ther” is one of his best efforts 
during his tenure at the com-
pany.
 Circumstances brought Daw-
son back to his home state.  
Upon returning to the Caroli-
nas, Rico began working with a 
local producer, Lee Tate. This 

collaboration birthed the songs 
“Promises” and “Come Back 
to Me” Soon after, in 1998, he 
participated in a music seminar 
sponsored by WNAA-FM radio 
station. In December of that 
year, he showcased his demo for 
the Philadelphia Music Confer-
ence in Philadelphia, Pa. 
 After taking a year away from 
the music scene, he returned in 
the spring of 2000 to collaborate 
on a local compilation CD Golds-
boro 27530. On that CD, he wrote 
and recorded three songs, “All 
I Want to Do,” “Do You Wanna 
Dance,” and “Turn Away.” These 
three songs were well received 
on the underground circuit.
 In 2001, he co-wrote and sang 
background on the single “Take 
Our Time” on Richard Ashe’s 
debut independent CD, Antici-
pation .  The single received 
positive feedback in the Durham 

area. During that time, Rico 
began to teach music educa-
tion in the Wayne County Public 
Schools. He wrote, produced, 
and arranged numerous origi-
nal music selections for several 
schools from 2001–2004.
 In 2004, Rico gave his life to 
Christ, thus putting him on a 
different path, musically. He 
no longer produced music for 
man’s glory, but for God’s glory. 
He began to put together gospel 
music selections, and with God’s 
help, he produced numerous 
contemporary gospel music se-
lections. 
 In 2006, Rico wrote and pro-
duced his debut contemporary 
gospel CD, It’s Time. Unfor-
tunately, financial challenges 
prohibited the single from gar-
nering commercial success. 
Dawson was delayed but not 
deterred. He used this respite 

to establish a stronger relation-
ship with Christ. To that end, 
he has written, produced, and 
recorded several spiritual and 
reverent songs. Rico’s desire is 
that through his music that the 
body of Christ is edified, God is 
glorified, and the unbeliever is 
inspired to repent and turn to 
the Lord. He is currently a choir 
director at Springfield Middle 
School in Wilson. While being 
assigned as a music educator, 
he has penned lyrics for a jazz 
composition performed by the 
De Sayles jazz band in 2015. 
 In 2020, Rico as a nominee 
in the Male Soloist of the Year 
category for the Texas Gospel 
Music Excellence Awards.  In 
2021 he was a nominee in sev-
eral categories of the Season 14 
Prayze Factor Awards: Urban 
(Solo) Artist, Rhythm & Praise 
(Solo) Artist, Inspirational (Solo) 
Artist, Contemporary Christian 
Artist, New Artist of the Year, 
Song of the Year for the song, 
“Supposed to Be,” and Songwrit-
er of the Year.
 About the nomination, Rico 
shares, “Being named a finalist 
in this category of gifted art-
ists and musicians is indeed a 
blessing.  I am thankful for the 
opportunity to share music to 
inspire God’s people.”
 You can enjoy Rico’s music on 
all digital music platforms in-
cluding Spotify, iTunes, Amazon 
and Google Play.   
 For more information or to 
follow his journey, follow Rico 
Dawson Music on Facebook at @
RicoDawsonMusic or online at 
https://www.reverbnation.com/
ricodawson .
 The Texas Gospel Music Ex-
cellence Awards recognizes in-
dependent gospel artists across 
the state of Texas as well as na-
tionally and internationally. This 
four-day gospel experience has 
been the cornerstone of Gospel 
Music in Texas and is the lon-
gest running independent gospel 
award celebration in the nation. 
The popularity of TGMEA has 
required the need for Ambassa-
dors to serve at the national and 
international level.

Music Educator Is Finalist For Music Award

RICO L. DAWSON

been hundreds of mainstream 
films with budgets exceeding 
$100 million.
 Otherwise, most of the Black 
films released in theaters be-
tween 2018 and 2022 typically 
were low budget by Hollywood 
standards – $3 million to $20 
million in most cases – with 
only a handful, such as the 2021 
Aretha Franklin biopic “Re-
spect,” costing $50 million to 60 
million.
 Perhaps the most notable 
change has been the medium. 
Many Black films now appear on 
either cable networks that cater 
to a Black audience – namely 
Black Entertainment Television 

and, more recently, Lifetime – or 
on streaming services such as 
Netflix. Tyler Perry, the most 
popular and prolific Black film-
maker of the modern era, has 
released his latest films – “A 
Jazzman’s Blues” (2022), “A Ma-
dea Homecoming” (2022) and “A 
Fall from Grace” (2020) – direct-
ly to Netflix.
 Furthermore, no other Black 
film has approached the finan-
cial success of “Black Panther.” 
Granted, several Black films 
have fared well at the box office, 
especially relative to their pro-
duction costs. Foremost among 
them is Jordan Peele’s “Us” 
(2019), which cost an estimated 

$20 million, yet earned approxi-
mately $256 million worldwide 
despite its R rating and the fact 
that it was never released in 
China.
 Without question, large bud-
gets and commercial success are 
not the only measures of a film’s 
value and significance.
 As has historically been the 
case, Black film has managed to 
do more with less. The critical 
acclaim afforded to films such 
as “BlackKlansman” (2018), “If 
Beale Street Could Talk” (2019) 
and “King Richard” (2021) reflect 
this fact. All reflect trends in 
contemporary Black filmmak-
ing – comedies, historical dramas 

and biopics abound, for instance 
– and were made for a fraction of 
the cost of both “Black Panther” 
films.
 In truth, the zeal with which 
some cast “Black Panther” as a 
bellwether for Black films is part 
of continued haranguing over 
their viability, particularly after 
the #OscarsSoWhite movement 
that drew attention to the lack of 
diversity at the 2016 Academy 
Awards.
 However, its positioning as a 
Disney property within Marvel’s 
transmedia storytelling effort 
makes it so atypical that its suc-
cess — and that of its sequel — 
portends little about Black film.
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the 
following contract in Anson County out for bid: C- C11524 
SCOID 21-22979-01A Anson CI–Roof Repairs. The bid 
opening is scheduled for: Thursday, 12/15/2022. To obtain 
the Notice to Bidders, any Pre-Bid Requirements, and any 
Addenda visit: https://www.ips.state.nc.us/ips/AGENCY/
PDF/151246000.pdf 

By Kelan Lyons
NC Policy Watch

 Those writing to loved ones 
in North Carolina prisons must 
send their letters not to which-
ever of the more than 50 prisons 
where their family member is 
locked up, but to a P.O. Box in 
Maryland, where their enve-
lope is opened and scanned by a 
stranger before a copy is deliv-
ered to their family member in a 
North Carolina facility.
 That’s because of a change 
last year allowing the private 
company TextBehind to scan and 
digitize all mail sent to the incar-
cerated.
 Calling TextBehind “safer, 
faster and cheaper,” the North 
Carolina Department of Public 
Safety website says the agency 
went from dealing with mail in-
house to relying on the private 
company “to reduce the volume 
of drugs and other contraband 
entering prisons.”
 Data provided to Policy Watch 
suggests the service could be at 
least partly responsible for a re-
duction in substance use behind 
bars.
 Across the entire prison sys-
tem, there were 7,573 infrac-
tions issued for substance abuse 
in Fiscal Year 2019-2020; there 
were 5,649 in Fiscal Year 2021-
2022, a 25% decrease from the 
last year before TextBehind was 
implemented across the entire 
prison system.
 That said, there were four 
deaths by overdose in state pris-
ons in 2019, according to figures 
provided to Policy Watch and five 
in 2021, the year TextBehind was 
implemented system-wide.
 “The state prison system 
works hard to keep drugs out 
of our facilities. It is a con-
stant battle, fought daily,” Brad 
Deen, a communications officer 
with the Department of Public 
Safety, said in an email, praising 
the practice of digitizing mail. 
“Because the original contents 
never enter the prison, we are 

confident that the introduction of 
drugs into N.C. prisons through 
general offender mail has been 
all but eliminated. We continue 
to work on interdiction of con-
traband through other avenues, 
whether it’s smuggled in by 
staff or visitors, thrown over the 
fence, etc.”
 A report published by the 
Prison Policy Initiative earlier 
this month, however, argues that 
there are collateral consequenc-
es to digitizing mail, including 
harm for the incarcerated, the 
prioritization of profit over in-
mate well-being, and ultimately, 
the failure to make prisons safer.
 “This practice of mail scan-

ning, either performed at the 
prison itself or off-site using a 
third-party vendor, strips away 
the privacy and the sentimental-
ity of mail, which is often the 
least expensive and most-used 
form of communication between 
incarcerated people and their 
loved ones,” Leah Wang writes in 
the report.
 Wang, a research analyst at 
the Prison Policy Initiative, sur-
veyed the websites of correc-
tional departments across the 
country. North Carolina is one of 
at least 14 states in which prison 
systems are replacing physical 
mail with scanned copies.
 At least seven states, includ-

By Joe McDonald 
AP Business Writer

 BEIJING, China (AP)—The 
company that assembles Apple 
Inc.’s iPhones apologized Thurs-
day for a pay dispute that trig-
gered employee protests at a 
factory where anti-virus controls 
have slowed production.
 Employees complained Fox-
conn Technology Group changed 
the terms of wages offered to 
attract them to the factory in 

the central city of Zhengzhou. 
Foxconn is trying to rebuild 
the workforce after employees 
walked out last month over com-
plaints about unsafe conditions.
 Videos on social media showed 
police in white protective suits 
kicking and clubbing workers 
during the protest that erupted 
Tuesday and lasted into the next 
day.
 Foxconn, the biggest contract 
assembler of smartphones and 
other electronics for Apple and 

other global brands, blamed a 
“technical error” in the process 
of adding new employees and 
said they would be paid what 
they were promised.
 “We apologize for an input er-
ror in the computer system and 
guarantee that the actual pay is 
the same as agreed and the of-
ficial recruitment posters,” said a 
company statement. It promised 
to “try its best to actively solve 
the concerns and reasonable de-
mands of employees.”

 Late Wednesday, Apple said it 
had people on the ground at Fox-
conn’s Zhengzhou facility.
 “We are reviewing the situa-
tion and working closely with 
Foxconn to ensure their employ-
ees’ concerns are addressed,” 
the company based in Cupertino, 
Calif., said.
 The dispute comes as the rul-
ing Communist Party tries to 
contain a surge in coronavirus 
cases without shutting down 
factories, as it did in 2020 at the 
start of the pandemic. Its tactics 
include “closed-loop manage-
ment,” or having employees live 
at their workplaces without out-
side contact.
 Authorities promised last 
month to reduce economic dis-
ruption by cutting quarantine 
times and making other changes 
to China’s “zero-COVID” strat-
egy, which aims to isolate every 
case. Despite that, the infection 
surge has prompted authorities 
to suspend access to neighbor-
hoods and factories and to close 
office buildings, shops and res-
taurants in parts of many cities.
 On Thursday, people in eight 
districts of Zhengzhou with a 
total of 6.6 million residents 
were told to stay home for five 
days. Daily mass testing was or-
dered for a “war of annihilation” 
against the virus.
 Apple earlier warned iPhone 
14 deliveries would be delayed 
after employees walked out 
of the Zhengzhou factory and 
access to the industrial zone 
around the facility was suspend-

ed following outbreaks.
 To attract new workers, Fox-
conn offered 25,000 yuan ($3,500) 
for two months of work, accord-
ing to employees, or almost 50 
percent more than news reports 
say its highest wages usually are.
 Employees complained that af-
ter they arrived, they were told 
they had to work an additional 
two months at lower pay to re-
ceived the higher wage, accord-
ing to an employee, Li Sanshan.
 Foxconn offered up to 10,000 
yuan ($1,400) to new hires who 
choose to leave, the finance news 
outlet Cailianshe reported, citing 
unidentified recruiting agents.
 Foxconn’s statement Thurs-

day said employees who leave 
will receive unspecified “care 
subsidies” but gave no details. It 
promised “comprehensive sup-
port” for those who stay.
 The protests in Zhengzhou 
come amid public frustration 
over restrictions that have con-
fined millions of people to their 
homes. Videos on social media 
show residents in some areas 
tearing down barricades set up to 
enforce neighborhood closures.
 Foxconn, headquartered in 
New Taipei City, Taiwan, earlier 
denied what it said were com-
ments online that employees 
with the virus lived in factory 
dormitories.

Foxconn Apologizes For Pay Dispute At Its China Factory

WE’RE SORRY—After prolonged problems with COVID lockdowns at its China factory, Foxconn 
apologized Thursday for a pay “misunderstanding” led to riots and brought production to a standstill.

Mail, Inc(arcerated): A Private Company Scans All Mail 
Sent To NC Prisons, Digitizes It, & Gives Prisoners copies. 

 WASHINGTON, D.C. (AP) —
The U.S. is banning the sale of 
communications equipment made 
by Chinese companies Huawei 
and ZTE and restricting the use 
of some China-made video sur-
veillance systems, citing an “un-
acceptable risk” to national secu-
rity.
 The five-member Federal Com-
munications Commission said 
Friday it has voted unanimously 
to adopt new rules that will block 
the importation or sale of certain 
technology products that pose 
security risks to U.S. critical in-
frastructure. It’s the latest in a 
years-long escalation of U.S. re-
strictions of Chinese technology 
that began with President Donald 

Trump and has continued under 
President Joe Biden’s administra-
tion.
 “The FCC is committed to pro-
tecting our national security by 
ensuring that untrustworthy com-
munications equipment is not 
authorized for use within our bor-
ders, and we are continuing that 
work here,” said FCC Chairwoman 
Jessica Rosenworcel, a Democrat, 
in a prepared statement.
 Huawei declined comment Fri-
day. Along with Huawei and ZTE, 
the order affects products made 
by companies such as Hikvision 
and Dahua, makers of widely used 
video surveillance cameras.
 The FCC’s order applies to fu-
ture authorizations of equipment, 

though the agency leaves open the 
possibility it could revoke previ-
ous authorizations.
 “Our unanimous decision repre-
sents the first time in FCC history 
that we have voted to prohibit the 
authorization of new equipment 
based on national security con-
cerns,” tweeted Brendan Carr, a 
Republican FCC commissioner.
 Carr added that as “a result 
of our order, no new Huawei or 
ZTE equipment can be approved. 
And no new Dahua, Hikvision, 
or Hytera gear can be approved 
unless they assure the FCC that 
their gear won’t be used for public 
safety, security of government fa-
cilities, & other national security 
purposes.”

FCC Bans Huwai, ZTE Products

ing North Carolina, use private 
companies for the scanning. 
West Virginia and Arkansas 
have been using mail-scanning 
the longest, since 2017, but four 
states adopted the practice this 
year — following the lead of four 
other states in 2021 — indicating 
a growing trend.
 TextBehind has been process-
ing mail sent to women incarcer-
ated in North Carolina’s prisons 
for females since February 2020, 
and for its incarcerated males 
since October 2021.
 Mail sent to people incarcer-
ated in North Carolina prisons 
is first sent to a P.O. Box in 
Phoenix, Maryland, where it is 
scanned. Digital copies are then 
sent to the incarcerated per-
son’s prison, where the mailroom 
prints the approved pages and 
delivers them.
 “Keeping suspect mail out of 
prison, yet still providing the 
contents, should reduce the con-
traband smuggled into prisons,” 
the Department of Public Safety 
website reads. “The result is a 
safer and more secure prison 
environment, reducing drug use 
and risk of overdose. Violence 
among offenders fighting over 
the contraband trade should also 
decline.”
 Deen said that the use of Text-
Behind is part of a broader set of 
policies in recent years to crack 
down on drug use behind bars. 
Those policies include beefing 
up entry and exit screening pro-
cesses for visitors and staff and 
installing motion detectors at 

some prisons to prevent outsid-
ers delivering drugs by throwing 
them over the fence.
 “Prisons has a zero tolerance 
for the introduction of contra-
band to any prison from any 
source,” Deen said, including 
staff. “When possible, we sup-
port prosecution of those respon-
sible.”
 One of the issues Wang finds 
with mail-scanning is it priorities 
profit over the well-being of the 
incarcerated. Private companies 
often offer “bundled” services to 
prison systems, like phone calls 
and tablet computers — TextBe-
hind also offers electronic mes-
saging and electronic children’s 
drawings — incentivizing the 
incarcerated to use other means 
of communication which may be 
more costly.
 “Scanning mail pushes incar-
cerated people to use other, paid 
communications services provid-
ed by the companies: Compared 
to mail that’s delayed due to 
scanning procedures, or scanned 
incorrectly, incarcerated people 
and their loved ones often under-
standably switch to electronic 
messaging (which requires the 
purchase of digital stamps), 
phone calls, or video calls,” Wang 
writes.
 The DPS website states that 
mail sent via the company’s app 
is processed faster than if it is 
sent through the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice. Anything sent through the 
app is forwarded by TextBehind 
to the prison for delivery. That 
app is free, but it costs at least 

49 cents — “less than a stamp,” 
the DPS website reads — to send 
anything. The company also lists 
a slew of pay-to-send options on 
its website.
 “NCDPS (and taxpayers) will 
not pay for anything, not even 
the paper copies. TextBehind 
provides the printers and printer 
maintenance to all 55 prisons,” 
the DPS website reads.
 Original letters mailed to the 
Maryland P.O. Box are shred-
ded in 30 calendar days. Family 
members can request their letter 
be returned, but it costs $2.50.
 The North Carolina prison sys-
tem’s use of TextBehind means 
that the incarcerated do not 
lay their hands on the letters 
touched by their loved ones. 
Artwork sent by their children 
is scanned by strangers, copied 
and then delivered to the incar-
cerated parent, a duplicate of a 
drawing lovingly rendered to a 
father or mother separated by 
miles, concrete and barbed wire.
 The DPS website acknowl-
edges this in a list of frequently 
asked questions: “Why do you 
have to make copies? A copy of 
a card or kids’ artwork isn’t the 
same.”
 Prison drug smugglers often 
coat paper with liquid forms of 
fentanyl, Suboxone, K2, LSD and 
other deadly drugs,” the website 
reads. “Mailroom staff can acci-
dentally be exposed to the drugs 
by touching the paper or breath-
ing the fumes.”
 The idea that touching fen-
tanyl can lead to an overdose is 
a persistent narrative in the law 
enforcement community. It also 
is disputed regularly by public 
health experts, one of whom told 
the Washington Post that sec-
ondhand exposure is “complete 
nonsense.”
 Asked to elaborate on how 
often this happens in North 
Carolina prisons, Deen said DPS 
did not have any reports of mail-
room staff having suffered con-
tact exposure to drugs or fumes.
 “We train our mailroom per-
sonnel in proper precautions for 
handling mail and avoiding expo-
sure to dangerous materials,” he 
said.
 Wang’s report contends that 
mail screening doesn’t even do 
what it’s purported to do: make 
prisons safer. Officials in Penn-
sylvania said 0.7% of incoming 
mail was infected with drugs in 
2018, right before they started 
using mail scanning. Nearly a 
year into scanning the mail, 0.6% 
of mail was tainted. Overdoses in 
Missouri, meanwhile, increased 
in the first three months after 
the prison system started digitiz-
ing mail.
 What’s more, security mea-
sures like mail scanning or ban-
ning in-person visitation ignores 
the fact that corrections staff 
are a major source of contra-
band in the prisons, Wang argues 
based on a survey from 2018.
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How We Can Influence the Courts That 
Influence Our Lives?

By Ben Jealous
People for the American Way

 As I write this, the final few races are being called in the midterm 
elections that were held weeks ago. It’s clear that the House will be 
closely divided, with Republicans holding a very small majority. His-
tory shows that in midterm elections, the party that doesn’t hold the 
presidency typically gains a lot of seats in Congress—oftentimes in 
a wipeout of the party in power. Republicans’ gains were compara-
tively tiny this year—but they probably should have been even tinier. 
 The reason is the far-right Supreme Court, and two rulings that 
hurt Black voters this cycle. 
 Two Deep South states, Alabama and Louisiana, redrew congres-
sional maps months before the midterms. Incredibly, given the high 
proportion of Black voters in those states, the maps allowed for only 
one majority-Black congressional district in each state. That is al-
most certainly a violation of the Voting Rights Act, which prohibits 
states from packing minority voters into fewer districts in a way 
that reduces their power. And you don’t have to take my word for it; 
federal courts said the same thing and ordered both states to redraw 
their maps. 
 But state officials opposed to Black voting power fought back. And 
in both instances, the Supreme Court allowed them to go ahead with 
this year’s midterm elections with maps that just happened to pre-
serve “safe” Republican seats. 
 It’s infuriating. And those are only two of the infuriating decisions 
that have come out of this Court since Donald Trump and Mitch Mc-
Connell succeeded in stacking it with enough ultraconservative jus-
tices to make a supermajority.  
 I know that the inner workings of the courts, especially the Su-
preme Court, can seem really remote in our day-to-day lives. Most 
people don’t know any judges, and if they meet one in court it’s prob-
ably happening on a very unpleasant day.  In fact, my guess is that a 
lot of people would rather not think much about the courts at all. But 
we have to. 
 We need to pay attention to who sits on our courts and how they 
get there, because there is such an enormous impact on our lives 
whether we realize it or not. The Supreme Court’s impact on the 
House majority is just one example. Those actions by the Court will 
affect what business gets done in Congress and what laws get passed 
—or not passed—that impact how we live and what rights we have. 
 Judges get their seats in different ways, especially at the state lev-
el. If you live in a place where state-level judges are elected, it’s crit-
ically important to get informed and vote in those judicial elections. 
When it comes to federal judges, the Senate decides who will be 
confirmed. So every time you cast a vote for a senator, it should be 
for the candidate who will vote to confirm fair-minded judges with 
a commitment to civil rights. The Biden administration has been do-
ing a very good job nominating diverse, highly qualified judges who 
have this commitment. I believe in supporting senators who have 
voted to confirm these judges and withholding support from those 
who haven’t. 
 The same goes for the presidential election, which we will face 
again in less than two years. In 2016, Donald Trump ran on a plat-
form to name far-right judges to the Supreme Court who would ulti-
mately overturn Roe v. Wade. That’s exactly what happened when he 
won, and now the Court is moving on to do other damage, too—like 
denying Black voters fair representation in Congress. 
 So what do we do? We get informed, we organize, and we vote in 
the next election—the same thing we do to confront so many issues 
this country faces. Next election seems too far away? There is some-
thing you can do in the meantime. Call your senators and tell them 
to confirm the federal judicial nominees that are still waiting for a 
Senate vote between now and the end of the year. There are liter-
ally dozens of nominees picked by President Biden, including many 
people of color and nominees with strong civil rights backgrounds, 
just waiting for Senate action to take their seats on the courts. We 
can show we care by calling our senators and telling them to confirm 
these nominees now.  
 Courts are going to keep showing us how much of an impact they 
have on our lives.  We need to exercise every option we have to im-
pact who sits on them.
 Ben Jealous serves as president of People For the American Way 
and Professor of the Practice at the University of Pennsylvania. A 
New York Times best-selling author, his next book Never Forget 
Our People Were Always Free will be published by Harper Collins in 
January 2023.

Ubuntu Or Collective Suicide
By Robert C. Koehler

PeaceVoice 

 I stroke the killer’s hatred and certainty, knowing the answer we 
all ache for—why?—will not be forthcoming.
 Yes, there was another mass shooting the other day, at Club Q 
in Colorado Springs. A young man clothed in body armor entered 
the nightclub carrying an assault rifle and started shooting as a 
drag queen danced. In maybe two minutes he killed five people and 
wounded, according to some accounts, 18. Then a patron risked his 
life, tackled the shooter, held him immobile till police arrived.
 Five people killed, a few more critically injured. This time the mi-
nority group targeted—“the enemy”—was the LGBTQ community.
 Hatred, guns, “permission.”
 In that sense, yes, America is the land of the free: free to imagine 

an enemy… free to project your own self-hatred outward, onto a spe-
cifically defined group of people and sculpt them into the enemy, per-
haps with the help of others, especially via social media. We are also 
free, for the most part, to purchase guns, including assault rifles, and 
lots of ammo, and plan an attack—at a church, a school, a grocery 
store, a nightclub, whatever.
 To actually carry out that attack, well, that’s illegal, maybe even 
illegal plus. It could be both murder and a hate crime. The mayor of 
Colorado Springs, according to the New York Times, “said the shoot-
ing ‘has all the appearances of being a hate crime,’ but he said that 
investigators were still combing through the gunman’s social media 
history and doing interviews to determine a motive.”
 Somehow that matters. Why it matters is beyond me, as though 
killing someone with prejudice is worse than just killing someone. 
And it’s not as though there’s a serious national interest in eliminat-
ing hatred of particular groups. My God, there’s political gold in 
many forms of hatred, LGBTQ people being one such easily targeted 
group.
 Colorado Rep. Lauren Boebert, for instance, who tweeted remorse 
about the Club Q shooting and said the victims and their families 
“are in my thoughts and prayers,” had, until then, been a notorious 
tweeter of anti-LGBTQ blather, making the fact-free case that they 
were “sick, demented” people bent on “grooming” innocent children 
to become gay—kind of in the same way, it seems, that refugees, ac-
cording to Donald Trump, not only take our jobs but are often rapists 
and murderers. Create an enemy, get a following! (And guns are just 
for self-defense.)
 This is the context in which we live. And the context is getting 
increasingly volatile, according to the Gun Violence Archive. This 
year so far, there have been 601 mass shootings (a “mass shooting” 
defined as at least four people being shot or killed) “in nearly every 
corner of the nation.” In 2021, there were 690 of them. In 2019, the 
total was a mere 417.
 There’s something happening here. What it is ain’t exactly clear….
 And the U.S. justice system is in well over its head. Order is cre-
ated from the bottom up, not enforced from the top down. But how? 
If nothing else, it’s time to start becoming aware of what we already 
know. Just ask Joe Biden.
 In the wake of the Club Q shooting, he made this official statement: 
“Places that are supposed to be safe spaces of acceptance and cel-
ebration should never be turned into places of terror and violence.”
 He added: “We cannot and must not tolerate hate.”
 OK, fine. Yada, yada. The developed, militarized world has no idea 
what this means, except in some imaginary way. In essence, “how do 
we stop tolerating hate?” is the very question the shooter himself, 
and all those who came before him, posed, in a totally personalized 
way. How do we, how do I, truly value life—my life as well as yours?
 Excuse me, Mr. President, maybe we should ask South Africa 
about this. We can’t stop tolerating hate until we realign ourselves 
with what it means to be alive, for which South Africans have a term: 
ubuntu: “I am because you are.”
 Or as Desmond Tutu put it: “My humanity is caught up, is inextri-
cably bound up, in what is yours.”
 And now we need a national stopping point, as we let this truth 
transform us. What it took for South Africa to awaken were the hor-
rors of apartheid—the brutal, legal devaluing of the lives of most of 
the country’s population—which, after decades of protest, much of 
it met with violence, was finally dismantled in the early 1990s. A na-
tional holiday commemorating the end of apartheid, Human Rights 
Day, is celebrated every March 21. This is the date, in 1960, when 
the Sharpeville Massacre occurred, when police in an area south 
of Johannesburg opened fire on 4,000 protesters, killing 69 of them, 
including women and children. Many of the victims were shot in the 
back.
 “The Sharpeville Massacre that killed 69 people is central to this 
public holiday as it reminds us of the cost to enforce human rights,” 
writes Bongiwe Beja:
 “Understanding how humans ought to be treated becomes impera-
tive in ensuring that such events never happen again. Ubuntu shows 
us a way of acting humanely toward each other and can be a pivotal 
guide for society as we celebrate and enforce (our) human rights.”
 She then states a stunning truth, declaring that all manner of so-
cial hell, including hate-spurred violence, needs to be “countered 
with a positive response from civil society—guided by Ubuntu.”
 This will never be a perfect world. This will never be a world with-
out conflict. But let’s pause in this moment, calm ourselves, set down 
our hatred and look each other in the eyes. I am because you are.
 Robert Koehler (koehlercw@gmail.com), syndicated by PeaceV-
oice, is a Chicago award-winning journalist and editor. He is the au-
thor of Courage Grows Strong at the Wound.

Lula Da Silva’s Election Is A Victory For 
The World

By Derek Royden
 Guest Commentary

 On October 30th, Brazilians voted in a presidential runoff election 
that was won by Luiz “Lula’’ Ignacio Da Silva. It was a victory by the 
narrowest of margins, although in fairness, the president elect’s op-
ponent had the clear support of the federal highway patrol, which re-
portedly set hundreds of roadblocks in areas of the country that had 
supported the former president in the first round of voting. 
 It was an election with massive stakes, perhaps the most important 
of 2022 in any country, a vote that, in the best-case scenario, will im-
pact not only Brazil but the whole world, especially in terms of the 
unfolding climate emergency.
 As Brazil controls the largest part of the Amazon region, the fate 
of the region is in its government’s hands. Under the far-right reac-
tionary Jair Bolsonaro, who has ruled Brazil since 2018, the meager 
protections in place to protect it were removed, leading to an orgy 
of both legal and illegal mining and logging and the subsequent en-
croachment of large agribusiness interests that threaten to trans-
form the region from a forest into a savannah.
 A side effect of this activity that the soon to be former president 
seemed gleeful about was the suffering being visited on what’s left 
of the country’s indigenous peoples, some of them uncontacted and 
living in isolation in their territories for centuries. 
 When climate scientists talk about “tipping points’’ that could 
precipitate greater natural disasters in the short term and force 
average temperatures higher over time, the loss of the Amazon is 
one of their chief concerns. Preserving it becomes doubly important 
considering other tipping points are already being reached in terms 
of glacier melt, the loss of the world’s coral reefs, and other major 
forests like those in the Congo Basin that are being ravaged out of 
the view of most media. 
 President-elect Da Silva, who will take office on January 1st, 2023, 
will have his work cut out for him and will need global support to 

protect this natural treasure, with the World Wildlife Fund having 
just released a report on the dire situation the Amazon faces at the 
COP27 summit that just ended in Egypt.
 As the report’s authors wrote:
 “The situation has begun to show signs of nearing a point of no 
return: seasons are changing, surface water is being lost, rivers are 
becoming increasingly disconnected and polluted, and forests are 
under immense pressure from increasingly devastating waves of de-
forestation and fire.” 
 During an appearance at the same conference, Lula reminded 
the leaders of wealthy nations of a 2009 pledge to provide $100 bil-
lion a year to help poorer countries deal with the impacts of climate 
change that has not been followed through on, saying, “I don’t know 
how many representatives of rich countries are here; I want to say 
that my return here is also to collect on what was promised.” 
 We should start by ensuring that the money is there to help Lula 
achieve his promise to Brazilians to end deforestation in his country 
and defend the Amazon. It is in the whole world’s interest to make 
sure he succeeds.
 Derek Royden is a Canadian journalist. 

China, Russia, And The Bomb
By Lawrence S. Wittner 

SUNY/Albany

 Even international alliances can unravel when nations confront the 
insanity of a nuclear holocaust.
 An illustration of this point occurred recently, after Vladimir Putin 
once again threatened Ukraine and other nations with nuclear war. 
“To defend Russia and our people, we doubtlessly will use all weap-
ons resources at our disposal,” the Russian president said. “This is 
not a bluff.” 
 In response to this statement and to sharp UN condemnation of 
Russian nuclear threats, Chinese president Xi Jinping issued a pub-
lic statement early this November, assailing “the use of, or threats 
to use nuclear weapons.” To “prevent a nuclear crisis” in Europe or 
Asia, he insisted, the world should “advocate that nuclear weapons 
cannot be used” and “a nuclear war cannot be waged.”
 Aren’t these two nuclear-armed nations currently aligned in their 
resistance to U.S. foreign policy? Yes, they are, and when it came to 
Putin’s war upon Ukraine, Xi refrained from suggesting a Russian 
withdrawal. But nuclear war, as the Chinese leader made clear, was 
simply not acceptable.
 This was not the first time a Russian-Chinese alliance was ruffled 
by a dispute over the use of nuclear weapons. An even deeper con-
flict occurred during the late 1950s and early 1960s when, ironically, 
the roles of the two nations were exactly the reverse.
 At that time, the Chinese government, led by Mao Zedong, was em-
barked on a crash program to develop nuclear weapons. In October 
1957, China’s weapons program secured a major gain when the Rus-
sian and Chinese governments signed the New Defense Technical 
Accord, in which the Russians agreed to supplementing the nuclear 
assistance they had already provided to the Chinese by supplying 
them with a prototype atomic bomb, missiles, and useful technical 
data.
 But Russian officials soon had reason to doubt the wisdom of as-
sisting China’s nuclear weapons development program. As Soviet 
premier Nikita Khrushchev recalled, the following month, at a Mos-
cow conclave of Communist party leaders from around the world, 
Mao gave a speech on nuclear war that startled those in attendance. 
 According to the Soviet leader, the “gist” of Mao’s speech was: “We 
shouldn’t fear war. We shouldn’t be afraid of atomic bombs and mis-
siles. No matter what kind of war breaks out—conventional or ther-
monuclear—we’ll win.” When it came to China, Mao reportedly said, 
“we may lose more than three hundred million people. So what? War 
is war. The years will pass, and we’ll get to work producing more ba-
bies than ever before.”
 Khrushchev found Mao’s remarks “deeply disturbing,” and re-
called with irritation: “Everybody except Mao was thinking about 
how to avoid war. Our principal slogan was ‘On with the Struggle for 
Peace and Peaceful Coexistence.’ Yet here came Mao… saying we 
shouldn’t be afraid of war.’’ In early 1958, as Soviet doubts increased 
about the reliability of China’s leadership in dealing with nuclear 
weapons, Khrushchev decided to postpone shipment of the prototype 
atomic bomb to China.
 Eventually, the Soviet government not only withdrew its assistance 
to the Chinese nuclear weapons program in 1960, but took steps that 
placed the Soviet Union at loggerheads with the Chinese leadership. 
Key among these steps was working out an agreement on a nuclear 
test ban treaty with the governments of the United States and Brit-
ain—an agreement that, in part, was designed to block the ability of 
China to become a nuclear power. 
 This Soviet shift toward a nuclear arms control and disarmament 
treaty with the West was bitterly opposed by China’s rulers, who 
were determined to develop nuclear weapons and, by 1964, suc-
ceeded in doing so. Meanwhile, the Sino-Soviet rift grew ever more 
heated, with the Chinese pulling out of the Soviet-dominated World 
Peace Council and ferociously competing with the Russians for lead-
ership of the world Communist movement.
 There are some lessons that can be learned from these incidents, 
in which major powers displayed signs of veering toward nuclear 
war. The obvious one is that even military allies might balk, at times, 
when they see an international confrontation slipping toward a nu-
clear disaster. 
 Another, less evident, is that nations with access to nuclear weap-
ons are not necessarily restrained from threatening or waging nu-
clear war by the prospect of nuclear retaliation from other nuclear 
powers. Or, to put it another way, nuclear deterrence is unreliable. 
Above all, these events and others underscore the fact that, while 
nuclear weapons exist, the world remains in peril.
 Fortunately, abolishing nuclear weapons before they destroy the 
world is not an utterly utopian prospect. Thanks to popular pressure 
and disarmament treaties, the number of nuclear weapons around 
the globe has been reduced since 1986 from about 70,000 to 12,700. 
Moreover, a UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, 
crafted and approved by an overwhelming majority of the world’s 
nations, went into effect in January 2021.
 Unfortunately, none of the world’s nine nuclear powers has signed 
or ratified this nuclear weapons abolition treaty. Until they do so 
and, therefore, stop producing, stockpiling, and distributing nuclear 
weapons to other countries, the world will continue to live in a state 
of nuclear peril, subject only to occasional flashes of sanity by these 
same nuclear-armed nations.
 Surely, people around the world deserve a better future. 
 Dr. Lawrence Wittner, syndicated by PeaceVoice, is Professor of 
History emeritus at SUNY/Albany and the author of Confronting the 
Bomb (Stanford University Press).


