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Town Honors Ahmaud Arbery Day 
After The End Of Hate Crimes Case
 BRUNSWICK, Ga. — A crowd 
of dozens chanted on a swelter-
ing street corner Tuesday as 
Ahmaud Arbery’s hometown un-
veiled new street signs honoring 
the young Black man who was 
fatally shot after being chased 
by three white men in a nearby 
neighborhood — a crime local of-
ficials vowed to never forget.
 Arbery’s parents joined the 
celebration the day after the 
men responsible for their son’s 
death received harsh prison sen-
tences in U.S. District Court for 
committing federal hate crimes.
 Officials in coastal Brunswick, 
where Arbery grew up, have 
ordered that intersections along 

Marine General Takes Over Africa Command 
 STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Marine Gen. Michael Langley 
took over as the top U.S. com-
mander for Africa on Tuesday, 
heading U.S. military operations 
on a continent with some of the 
most active and dangerous in-
surgent groups and a relatively 
small Pentagon footprint.
 Langley, who made history on 
Saturday when he became the 
first African American in the 
Marine Corps to be promoted to 
four-star general, took over U.S. 
Africa Command in a ceremony 
at Kelley Barracks in Stutt-
gart, Germany. He is the second 
African American to lead the 
command, which has about 6,000-
7,000 troops across the continent.
 Speaking at the ceremony, the 
outgoing commander, Army Gen. 
Stephen Townsend, noted the of-

NORTH CAROLINA SHERIFF STOCKING SCHOOLS WITH AR-15 
RIFLES

 MARSHALL, N.C. (AP) — When schools in one North Carolina 
county reopen later this month, new security measures will include 
stocking AR-15 rifles for school resource officers to use in the event 
of an active shooter.
 Spurred by the elementary school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, that 
left 19 children and two teachers dead in May, school officials and 
Madison County Sheriff Buddy Harwood have placed one of the 
semiautomatic rifles in each of the county’s six schools. Each of the 
guns will be locked inside a safe, Harwood said.
 The North Carolina school district and sheriff’s office are collabo-
rating to enhance security after the Uvalde shooting revealed system-
ic failures and “egregiously poor decision-making,” resulting in more 
than an hour of chaos before the gunman was finally confronted and 
killed by law enforcement, according to a report written by an investi-
gative committee from the Texas House of Representatives.
 “Those officers were in that building for so long, and that suspect 
was able to infiltrate that building and injure and kill so many kids,” 
Harwood told the Asheville Citizen Times. “I just want to make sure 
my deputies are prepared in the event that happens.”
 The idea of having AR-15s in schools does not sit well with Doro-
thy Espelage, a UNC Chapel Hill professor in the School of Educa-
tion who has conducted decades of study and research on school 
safety and student well-being.
 “What’s going to happen is we’re going to have accidents with 
these guns,” Espelage told WLOS-TV. Just the presence of an SRO 
increases violence in the schools. There’s more arrests of kids. Why 
is it that they have to have these AR-15s? It doesn’t make any sense.”
 Madison County Schools Superintendent Will Hoffman said school 
administrators have been meeting regularly with local law enforce-
ment officials, including Harwood, to discuss the updated safety 
measures.
 Harwood said the county’s school resource officers have been 
training with instructors from Asheville-Buncombe Technical Com-
munity College.

Make Your Home 
Even Better
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By Sarah Jones
Staff Writer

 On June 25, the House of Rep-
resentatives, along with Presi-
dent Biden, passed the first gun 
reform legislation in nearly 30 
years. The act, titled The Bipar-
tisan Safer Communities Act 
added reform in numerous areas 
and pushed billions of dollars to 
mental health services. 
 The legislation also called for 
changes related to the purchase 
of firearms, state red flag laws, 
community violence prevention, 
school safety, crisis intervention 
programs and more stipulations 
were created about who can pur-
chase a firearm. 
 A major change in the docu-
ment that President Joe Biden 
signed into law is the end of the 
“Boyfriend loophole.” Domestic 
violence around partners has 
reached an all-time high in re-
cent years, and the pandemic 
only exasperated the problem. 
 According to an analysis of 
the National Death Reporting 
System (NVDRS) an average of 
70 women are shot and killed by 
an intimate partner on a monthly 
basis. That’s 820 people a year.
 Studies have also shown there 
is an increased risk for women 
in the Black community. While 
Black women compose roughly 
12 percent of the female popula-
tion they are twice as likely to 
be fatally shot by an intimate 
partner compared to their White 
counterpart. 
 A report on the racial and eth-
nic differences in homicides of 
adult women claimed that Black 
women in the ages of 18–34 are 
three times as likely to be shot 
and killed than women in other 
races in that same age group.

 Studies continue to show that 
gun surrender is a successful 
way to lower domestic gun ho-
micides but until recently this 
gun surrender was only valid in 
marital relationships. The new 
law is attempting to close the gap 
and put an end to the “boyfriend 
loophole.” 
 The new law expands prohibi-
tion to individuals with misde-
meanor domestic violence con-
victions if their victim was a dat-
ing partner. Although this new 
law will heavily affect individu-
als moving forward, previous 
cases before the law has gone 
into effect cannot be changed, 
leaving many dating partner vic-
tims in a vulnerable position.
 In 21 states, the new law has 
also required unlicensed resell-
ers to begin background checks 
if buying from an unlicensed 
seller. According to the Safer 
Communities Act, anyone selling 
guns with the “principal objec-

tive of livelihood and profit” 
must get a license. 
 In 2016, former President 
Barack Obama tried to make 
similar changes with an execu-
tive order but was unsuccess-
ful. Individuals hoping to buy a 
firearm under the age of 21 will 
now have to go through enhanced 
background checks and screen-
ings. In the new screenings, if 
a person younger than 21 years 
tries to buy a gun, the FBI’s 
National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System must con-
tact the juvenile justice system 
or a criminal records authority 
in the buyer’s home state. If the 
buyer has a juvenile felony con-
viction, misdemeanor domestic 
violence conviction, or had been 
admitted involuntarily to a men-
tal health institution they will not 
be able to purchase a firearm. 
 The new law will also work to 

Gun Control/Reform Legislation

By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 Thousands of formerly incar-
cerated North Carolina residents 
serving a felony sentence can 
now register to vote. 
 Even though court rulings 
may affect their eligibility in the 
future, for now, nearly 60,000 
people can vote in the November 
general election. 
 Just to give a quick backstory, 
under North Carolina law, people 
serving a felony sentence could 
not register or vote until their 
sentence ended, including any pe-
riod of probation, parole, or post-
release supervision. They also 
had to pay all legal financial obli-
gations before they could vote. 
 However, in 2019, a coalition 
of nonprofits challenged the law, 
one of which is Forward Justice 
which is a nonpartisan law, policy, 
and strategy center dedicated to 
advancing racial, social, and eco-
nomic justice in the U.S. South. 

Unlock The Vote North Carolina
 Along with other nonprofits, 
they filed a lawsuit in Wake Coun-
ty Superior Court against govern-
ment officials, including House 
Speaker Tim Moore, Senate lead-
er Phil Berger and the State 
Board of Elections. 
 In the lawsuit, known as Com-
munity Success Initiative v. 
Moore, the nonprofits argued 
that this disenfranchisement of 
formerly incarcerated voters 
was unconstitutional, that it dis-
proportionately affected Black 
residents, and that voters should 
not have to wait to be eligible to 
vote but should have those rights 
restored after leaving prison or 
jail. 
 In the United States, voter 
laws for those formerly incarcer-
ated vary by state. In some states, 
people can vote while in prison, 
while in other states people with 
felonies are permanently barred 
from voting. 
 Last Wednesday, dozens gath-
ered at Halifax Mall in downtown 

Raleigh to sign up to vote for the 
“Unlock Our Vote Freedom” cam-
paign. 
 Social justice advocates includ-
ing Reverend William Barber 
celebrated the day. Barber said it 
was the biggest expansion of vot-
ing rights since the 1960s. 
 Kerwin Pittman, Executive Di-
rector of Recidivism Reduction 
Educational Program Services 
and Director of policy and pro-
gram of Emancipate N.C., shared 
sentiments.
 “What they are about to see in 
North Carolina, is political power. 
And what we are about to do is 
awaken the sleeping giant. This 
56,000 people, my people, justice 
impacted and justice-involved 
individuals, who for years, legis-
latures did not want to see them 
vote. So what you all are about to 
see is political power,” he said. 
 In the meantime, advocates are 
launching a campaign across the 
state to get as many people regis-
tered as possible.

(See GUN CONTROL, P. 2)

all 2.7 miles (4.35 kilometers) of 
Albany Street that runs through 
the heart of the city’s Black com-
munity will have additional signs 
designating it as Honorary Ah-
maud Arbery Street.
 The first two signs were un-
veiled Tuesday at an intersection 
near the Brunswick African-
American Cultural Center, where 
one wall is adorned with a giant 
mural of Arbery’s smiling face.
 “That’s an honor, is all I can 
say,” said Brenda Davis, a dock 
worker at Brunswick’s busy sea-
port who lives on Albany Street 
along a stretch of modest brick 
and cinder block homes. “He 
means something to everybody, 

though a lot of people didn’t 
know him.”
 Arbery was killed Feb. 23, 
2020, after he was spotting run-
ning in the Satilla Shores subdi-
vision not far from his mother’s 
house. A white father and son, 
Greg and Travis McMichael, 
grabbed guns and used a pickup 
truck to chase after Arbery, sus-
pecting he was burglar. A neigh-
bor, William “Roddie” Bryan, 
joined the pursuit in his own 
truck and recorded cellphone 
video of Travis McMichael shoot-
ing Arbery at close range with a 
shotgun.

(See AHMAUD ARBERY, P. 2)

ten limited troops and resources 
allocated to the continent. “There 
is a new challenge every day and 
we don’t have resources to throw 
at those challenges. So we have 
to think,” said Townsend, who 
is retiring after 40 years in the 
military. “America cannot afford 

to ignore Africa. The continent is 
full of potential but it’s also full 
of challenges and it’s standing at 
a historic crossroads.
 For years, wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, turmoil in the Middle 
East, a greater focus on an in-
creasingly combative and com-
petitive China and the recent war 
in Ukraine have dominated the 
Pentagon’s attention. But insur-
gent groups, including al-Qaida 
and Islamic State militants, flour-
ish in ungoverned spaces in Af-
rica, a nd al-Shabab continues to 
be a significant threat in Somalia.
 Earlier this year, Townsend 
warned Congress that the U.S. 
was “marching in place at best” 
and “may be backsliding” in So-
malia, because of former presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision to 
pull all of the roughly 700 U.S. 

troops out of the country in his 
final days in office. His decision 
forced commanders to rotate 
small teams of special operations 
forces and intelligence personnel 
into the country for short periods 
of time in order to provide some 
limited support to the Somali 
National Army and the mission 
there.
 Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin earlier this spring authorized 
the return of about 400 U.S. 
troops to the embattled country.
 On Tuesday, Austin noted that 
decision, saying that the persis-
tent U.S. military presence to 
train and assist Somali forces is 
crucial as al-Shabab’s attacks on 
civilians grow more lethal and 
brazen.

(See MARINE, P. 2)
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 No arrests were made for 
more than two months, until the 
graphic cellphone video leaked 
online and Georgia state in-
vestigators took over the case 
from local police. Arbery’s death 
reverberated far beyond Bruns-
wick as protests erupted across 
the U.S. over killings of unarmed 
Black people such as George 
Floyd in Minneapolis and Bre-
onna Taylor in Kentucky.
 More than two years of crimi-
nal proceedings against Arbery’s 
killers concluded Monday as 
U.S. District Court Judge Lisa 
Godbey Wood sentenced the Mc-
Michaels to life and Bryan to 35 
years in prison after their Febru-
ary convictions on federal hate 
crime charges. All three were 
already headed to state prison 
after being found guilty of Ar-

Town Honors Ahmaud Arbery Day —CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
bery’s murder last November.
 Brunswick weathered both 
criminal trials without violence 
as his family insisted any de-
mands for justice be carried out 
peacefully.
 City commissioners voted in 
December to place Arbery’s 
name on a city street with a reso-
lution proclaiming that he had 
become “a symbol of strength 
and unity within our commu-
nity.”
 “We did this because we want 
to always remember what hap-
pened,” Cornell Harvey, who 
served as Brunswick’s mayor 
when the street designation was 
adopted, said Tuesday. “You say, 
`Why would you want to remem-
ber such a tragedy?’ Because 
sometimes it takes that to make 
a change. I am so sorry for the 

family ... but history has seized 
us.”
 The crowd chanted “Long live 
Ahmaud Arbery!” as his mother 
and father tugged on opposite 
ends of a blue covering to reveal 
the new street sign bearing their 
son’s name underneath.
 Wanda Cooper-Jones, Arbery’s 
mother, said that although she 
still mourns his death, she also 
takes pride in what’s been ac-
complished in its wake. Georgia 
adopted a hate crimes law im-
posing additional penalties for 
crimes motivated by a victim’s 
race, religion, sexual orienta-
tion or other factors. And state 
lawmakers gutted an 1863 state 
law authorizing private citizens 
to make arrests, which Arbery’s 
pursuers had sought to use to 
justify the deadly chase.

 “I look at the change Ahmaud 
has brought since his passing,” 
Cooper-Jones told the dozens 
gathered for the street dedica-
tion.
 “My only prayer is you guys 
will not forget his name,” she 
said, breaking down in tears. 
“Please promise me you guys 
will always say his name.”
 For Arbery’s family, the court 
battles aren’t over. The McMi-
chaels and Bryan have appealed 
their murder convictions, and al-
most surely will appeal the hate 
crimes verdicts as well.
 Meanwhile, Jackie Johnson, 
the local district attorney at 
the time of the killing, has been 
indicted on state misconduct 
charges alleging she used her 
position to protect the McMi-
chaels. Greg McMichael was a 
retired investigator who worked 
in Johnson’s office, and prosecu-
tors say they exchanged several 
phone calls in the weeks after 
the shooting. Johnson was voted 
out of office in the fall of 2020. 
She has denied wrongdoing.
 Still, some in Brunswick are 
hoping for a respite now that 

sentences have been imposed in 
both cases against Arbery’s kill-
ers.
 “There’s a sigh of relief now 
that justice is served,” said 
the Rev. Abra Lattany Reed, a 
Brunswick native and Methodist 

minister who attended the street 
sign dedication Tuesday.
 She added: “It would be a fair 
assessment to say we’re tired of 
the spotlight. This isn’t the kind 
of spotlight you want on your 
community.”

Marine General—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Gun Control—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

 He added that the African conti-
nent is “on the front lines of many 
of this century’s most pressing 
threats—from mass migration to 
food insecurity, from COVID-19 to 
the climate crisis, from the drum-
beat of autocracy to the dangers 
of terrorism.” And he said China 
is expanding its military footprint 
there, looking to build bases in 
Africa and seeking to “under-
mine U.S. relations with African 
peoples, governments and militar-
ies.”
 Both Austin and Army Gen. 
Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, noted the 
historic nature of Langley’s ap-
pointment.
 The Marine, said Milley, “is the 
right leader at the right time with 
the right skills to lead this com-
mand.”

close the gap in the “Charles-
ton loophole.” Previously, if 
a background check wasn’t 
completed within three days 
a buyer could return to pur-
chase a firearm. Now, the 
background check process has 
been extended to 10 days until 
the buyer can return. However, 
this decision to combat the 

Charleston loophole has been 
left to the states—making the 
process voluntary. 
 The increase in gun violence 
and mass projection of these 
tragedies in the media is what 
pushed many to back the bill 
before it became a law includ-
ing U.S. Sen. Richard Burr of 
North Carolina. 

 In 2021, more than 460 people 
were assaulted with a gun, a 
percentage 32 percent higher 
than 2020 and 62 percent high-
er than in 2019. 
 Many hope that the new re-
form will combat the rising 
numbers in the Triangle and 
across the country moving for-
ward. 

 And Austin, who is the first 
African American to serve as 
Pentagon chief, said that young 
Marines around the world are 
watching Langley.
 “Your extraordinary achieve-
ment reminds them that they 
belong,” said Austin. “And it re-
minds them that the United States 
military is deeply committed to 
making progress, and to breaking 
down barriers, and to opening its 
arms wide to all qualified Ameri-
cans who hear the call to serve 
their country.”
 Langley, who was born in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, graduated 
from the University of Texas at 
Arlington, and was commissioned 
a second lieutenant in the Marines 
in 1985. His father was in the Air 
Force.
 He told the gathering that his 

father always told him to aim 
high. And now, he said, “I know I 
have a lot to do. We have a lot to 
do, as we look at the African con-
tinent and their quest for prosper-
ity, security and stability.”
 The Marine Corps, which traces 
its roots to 1775, did not accept 
Black men in its ranks until 1942, 
a turnabout that followed the at-
tack on the American air base at 
Hawaii’s Pearl Harbor in 1941 and 
the U.S. entry into World War II.
 Most recently, Langley was 
commander of Fleet Marine 
Force, Atlantic and Marine Forces 
Command. He also commanded 
troops in Afghanistan.
 Army Gen. William “Kip” Ward, 
also African American, was the 
first commander of Africa Com-
mand when it was launched in 
2007.

By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 Saturday morning at John 
Chavis Memorial Park, about 
1,100 residents of Wake Coun-
ty were in attendance for the 
City of Raleigh affordable open 
house. 

 Saturday’s event came as the 
City of Raleigh committed to 
creating thousands of affordable 
housing units by 2026. 
 Saturday’s event included in-
formation, from down payment 
assistance to home repairs, and 
more. The open house began at 
9 a.m. but doors were opened 
earlier due to the large crowd 
gathering outside. 
 Many were there to learn 
about the local housing resourc-
es and programs that the city of 
Raleigh plans to implement. 
 Assistant City Manager Evan 
Raleigh told sources, “I think 
the response that we got really 
highlights the need that’s out 
there in the community for op-
portunities like this, for this 
kind of information to be pushed 
out. It’s a laundry list. 
 “If you’re a person who’s a 
first-time homebuyer, maybe 
you need some down payment 
assistance, we have a down pay-
ment assistance program for 
first-time homebuyers that may 
be of low income.” 
 Throughout the meeting, at-
tendees asked staff about small 
business support, zoning, trans-
portation or how to get involved 
in their neighborhoods. 
 Community partners that pro-
vide emergency shelter, home-
lessness rehousing and other 
public services were also in at-
tendance. 
 Residents also expressed con-
cern over the cost of living. 
Rent in Raleigh has increased 
over the past year, with two-bed-
room apartments in Raleigh and 
Durham 50 percent more expen-
sive than last July. A two-bed-
room unit in Raleigh rents for an 
average of $1,974 a month. 
 However, in order to qualify 
for the city’s income-restricted 
rental units, a resident’s income 
must be at 80 percent or below 
the area median income. There-
fore, in an effort to reduce the 
cost of living, Raleigh wants to 
create 5,700 affordable housing 
units by 2026 as part of a 10-
year goal set in 2016, or 570 af-
fordable homes a year. 
 To date, the city is about half-
way there with 2,872 affordable 
houses created as of August. It 
plans to build another 544 homes 
by the end of this year, accord-
ing to the city’s website.

Thousands Attended Raleigh’s 
New Affordable Housing Event

 Who said young Black girls 
couldn’t excel in tech? That no-
tion is steadily being proven 
false in today’s society with so 
many of our young Black men 
and women advancing in tech 
and STEM, there are too many to 
keep count. 
 Considering that, one par-
ticular young lady in Louisi-
ana has taken matters into her 
own hands by offering her own 
Chromebook class. In her home-
town of Baton Rouge, Jordynn 
Brown created a PPT (Power-
Point Presentation) with infor-
mation on all Chrome apps and 
how to utilize them. 
 “Learning technology has al-
ways come easy to me, and I’ve 
always been able to help others 
with it,’’ said Jordynn. “I enjoy 
teaching. It is important to me 
so that I can start at an early age 
knowing how to utilize my skills/
talents, helping others, and mak-
ing money from it.” 
 Her Chromebook class focuses 
on key aspects such as the main 
apps and shortcuts to Chrome, 
along with basic computer skills. 
So far, she has taught a one-hour 
class and really enjoyed it. 
 She shared that succeeding in 
her first class, her client present-
ed quite a few questions which 
helped her to know what addi-

tional information to incorporate 
into future lessons. 
 “The feedback from the first 
client was good. I earned a huge 
tip and will be scheduling again,”  

she said.
 As one can see, she is epitomiz-
ing Black excellence. One last 
thing that we wanted to know is 
what she says in encouragement 
to other young black girls that 
want to begin their own ven-
tures. 
 “If you’re good at something 
don’t waste the talent. Your tal-
ent to benefit you and others. If 
you have a dream, go after it. No 
matter how big or small.” 
 Jordynn has found her niche 
and it has Black girl magic all 
over. Jordynn is showing that 
it is imperative that not only 
Blacks but everyone learn tech-
nology. She is eager to teach and 
is still offering 1-hour classes at 
$40 per hour. 

Off To A Shiny Start With Chrome
Charlotte Center Hosts Health Fair
 CHARLOTTE—The C.W. Wil-
liams Community Health Center, 
Inc. (CWWCHC) will host its 8th 
Annual Back to School Commu-
nity Health Fair during National 
Health Center Week 2022 on Sat-
urday, August 13, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Stratford Rich-
ardson YMCA, 1946 West Blvd., 
Charlotte.
  Elected Officials will be pres-
ent at 11:30 a.m. for a short 
program. The event will feature 
drive-thru vendor booths, drive-

thru COVID-19 vaccines and 
testing, DJ & live radio broad-
casts. 
 •Free school supplies, free 
food, games, prizes, and more 
(while supplies last). 
 •No appointment necessary for 
vaccinations or testing. 
 •No out-of-pocket costs. 
 •Bring valid ID and insurance 
card if you have insurance. 
 •CWWCHC does not share any-
one’s immigration status. 
 National Health Center Week 

is an annual celebration with the 
goal of raising awareness about 
the mission and accomplish-
ments of America’s health cen-
ters over the past five decades 
(www.healthcenterweek.org).
 During National Health Cen-
ter Week 2022 (Aug. 7–13), CW-
WCHC will provide back-to-
school physicals and immuniza-
tions, distribute care kits to the 
homeless, as well as hosting the 
Health Fair. 
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Business & Finance
FUNdraising 
Good Times

By Mel & Pearl Shaw
 Saad & Shaw

A BETTER WAY TO GET
THE FUNDS YOU NEED
From building, buying or refinancing your home to 
purchasing a new car, we have you covered.

At United Bank, we lend more than just money. We'll be 
with you every step of the way to make sure you get the 
products you need with the service you deserve.

Member FDIC

THE PRESIDENT: A FICTIONAL FUNDRAISING SHORT STORY
 Those who know fundraising know that nonprofit life is full of 
intrigue, twisted paths, pure luck, genius, generosity, and more. 
This is the first in an occasional series of fictional fundraising 
short stories. 
 Dr. Taylor pushed back his red leather chair from his mahogany 
desk and looked out the large, beveled glass window that over-
looked the courtyard. The cherry blossoms were in bloom a little 
early this year. Expected, given the warm winter, but unexpected as 
it was still March. The short-lived beauty was so intoxicating, cre-
ating an aura of promise. “Anything is possible,” called the gentle 
warm winds. Crocus pressed upward from the winter ground, 
breaking open the hard soil. Promise was blossoming outside.
 Inside his office promise was nowhere to be found. In a few 
short hours Dr. Taylor would have to engage the board in discus-
sions they had been avoiding for several years. “There are no 
more cuts to be made,” the vice president of finance had advised 
him earlier in the week. “Enrollment is down 200 students from 
last year, 100 from last semester,” the director of admissions had 
reported. “There is no endowment,” the vice president for ad-
vancement replied via email. 
 “How can a college not have an endowment?” Dr. Taylor won-
dered out loud, speaking into the silence of his sparsely furnished 
office. He looked at the calendar on the wall, wishing he could turn 
back time. How could he have not seen the signs? And why didn’t 
anyone warn him? The questions whirled around inside him, batter-
ing his pride, goading what was left of his self-esteem. 
 An attorney in private practice, and a three-term congressman, 
Dr. James Winston Taylor III had been blinded by the honor of be-
ing asked to serve as president of Monroe-Smith College. When 
Reverend Alfred Oliver and Ms. Ruby Jackson had taken him to 
lunch, they caught him off guard with their ask. 
 “Congressman, you could make a difference at Monroe-Smith. 
This is an opportunity to combine your talents, call on your connec-
tions, and create a new paradigm in higher education. You will have 
the full support of the board. You were our unanimous selection. 
Just think about it.” Ms. Jackson, Senior Vice President at Edison 
Electric did all the talking. Reverend Oliver slowly and deliberately 
ate his lunch - pan seared salmon, pureed parsnips, and asparagus—
looking out the window at the Sandy Creek River in front of him. 
 Over coffee he looked directly at the congressman, “Dr. Taylor,” 
he said, emphasizing the word “doctor.’’ “It’s your decision. But, you 
were awarded that honorary degree for a reason.” He said nothing 
else, his words ringing still today in Dr. Taylor’s ears. 
 Was it vanity, obligation, or a lust for power that brought him to 
accept the offer? He reflected on his character flaws, despairing 
his weakness. Now the presidency was a door he wished he had 
never opened. In anger he would silently curse the board members 
for their pure laziness and ineptitude. “How could they have let the 
school decline so precipitously?” he would mutter. “How could they 
have not known?” he asked himself. When brave, he questioned his 
own motives, “Why did I say yes?” 
 Copyright © 2022—Mel and Pearl Shaw of Saad&Shaw—Compre-
hensive Fund Development Services. Video and phone conferencing 
services always available. Let us help you grow your fundraising. 

 RALEIGH - The N.C. Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services’ Standards Di-
vision has collected fines from 
61 stores in Alamance, Bruns-
wick, Carteret, Catawba, Colum-
bus, Forsyth, Franklin, Gran-
ville, Guilford, Harnett, Iredell, 
Johnston, Jones, Mecklenburg, 
Moore, Nash, Orange, Pamlico, 
Pasquotank, Pender, Perquimans, 
Randolph, Rockingham, Rowan, 
Scotland, Stanly, Union, Vance, 
Wake, Watauga, Wayne and Yad-
kin counties because of exces-
sive price-scanner errors.
 “Our Standards Division 
continues to see a significant 
increase in stores with price 
scanner errors, as many stores 
continue to deal with staffing 
shortages. Overcharges cost con-
sumers so we remain vigilant in 
inspecting stores in order to pro-
tect consumers,” said Agricul-

61 Stores Pay Fines For Scanning Errors
ture Commissioner Steve Trox-
ler. “It is always a good practice 
for consumers to check their 
receipts as well as the price on 
the shelf to make sure that they 
are paying the correct amount 
and alert managers if they are 
not correct.”
 The department conducts pe-
riodic, unannounced inspections 
of price-scanner systems in busi-
nesses to check for accuracy 
between the prices advertised 
and the prices that ring up at the 
register. If a store has more than 
a 2-percent error rate on over-
charges, inspectors discuss the 
findings with the store manager 
and conduct a more intensive 
follow-up inspection later. Un-
dercharges are also reported, 
but do not count against a store. 
Consumers who would like to file 
a complaint about scanner errors 
they encounter, can call the Stan-

dards Division at 984-236-4750.
 Penalties are assessed if a 
store fails a follow-up inspec-
tion. In addition to the penalties 
paid, the store will be subject 
to re-inspection every 60 days 
from the last inspection until it 
meets the 2-percent-or-less error 
rate. Additional penalties may 
be assessed if a store fails a re-
inspection.
 Following are civil penalties 
recorded in the second quarter 
of 2022:
 (Alamance) Walmart at 3121 
Garden Road, Burlington has 
paid $5,000 in fines. An initial 
inspection in January found a 
13-percent error rate based on 
13 overcharges in a 100-item lot. 
Subsequent inspections in Febru-
ary and May found 10.33-percent 
and 4.67-percent error rates, 
respectively. The store will be 
reinspected. 

 (Franklin) Dollar General at 
395 Main St., Bunn has paid 
$5,000 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in March found a 54-percent 
error rate based on 27 over-
charges in a 50-item lot. A subse-
quent inspection in April found 
a 50.33-percent error rates. The 
store passed inspection in June. 
 (Granville) Dollar General at 
108 Highway 15 N., Stovall has 
paid $8,580 in fines. An initial 
inspection in September 2021 
found a 16-percent error rate 
based on eight overcharges in 
a 50-item lot. Subsequent in-
spections in November 2021, 
April and June found 8-percent, 
6.67-percent and 9-percent error 
rates, respectively. The store 
will be reinspected. 
 (Granville) Walmart at 1015 
Lewis St., Oxford has paid $6,425 

New Acquisition Could Mean Even Less Privacy
 BUSINESSINSIDER—After 
Amazon on Friday said it acquired 
iRobot, the company behind 
Roomba vacuums, data-privacy 
experts and antitrust researchers 
quickly raised alarm, saying the 
tech giant could use the purchase 
to vacuum up personal informa-
tion from inside users’ homes. 
 Advanced Roomba vacuums 
have internal mapping technol-
ogy that learns the floor plan of 
a user’s home. The devices can 
also “adapt to and remember” 
up to 10 floor plans “so users can 
carry their robot to another floor 
or a separate home, where the 
robot will recognize its location 
and clean as instructed,” press re-
leases by iRobot say. Some models 
have low-resolution cameras to 
avoid obstacles and aid in map-
ping.
 “People tend to think of Amazon 
as an online-seller company, but, 
really, Amazon is a surveillance 
company. That is the core of its 
business model, and that’s what 
drives its monopoly power and 
profit,” Evan Greer, the director 
of the nonprofit digital-rights-ad-
vocacy organization Fight for the 
Future, told Wired. “Amazon wants 
to have its hands everywhere, and 

acquiring a company that’s essen-
tially built on mapping the inside of 
people’s homes seems like a natu-
ral extension of the surveillance 
reach that Amazon already has.”
 Ron Knox, a senior researcher 
and writer for the Institute for 
Local Self-Reliance — a nonprofit 
that gives tech assistance to com-
munity businesses — said in a se-
ries of tweets after the acquisition 
was announced that the $1.7 bil-
lion deal, the fourth-largest acqui-
sition in Amazon’s portfolio, “may 
be the most dangerous, threaten-

ing acquisition in the company’s 
history.”
 The move, Knox told Insider, is 
uniquely dangerous for a few rea-
sons: First, Amazon will be acquir-
ing an established market share, 
not a startup, which he said would 
cut off competition in a market 
that already wasn’t competitive 
and could further Amazon’s reach. 
Second, because of the massive 
amount of data that comes with 
accessing iRobot’s established 
data sets, Amazon can collect new 
information through the robots, he 

added.  
 “I think this feels really intru-
sive to people — and it should,” 
Knox told Insider. “Like, when 
people buy a Roomba, it’s because 
they want clean floors. They don’t 
buy a Roomba to have a little ro-
bot inside of your house spying 
on the layout of your home and 
whether or not you have a crib 
in your house or whether or not 
there are pet toys and a pet bed 
in a room of your house. So then 
it can funnel that information to 
Amazon, and Amazon can push 
whatever dog-toy ads to you the 
next time you log on.”
 Amazon declined to be inter-
viewed by Insider on data-privacy 
concerns but indicated the com-
pany didn’t sell consumer data to 
third parties or use it for purposes 
customers “haven’t consented to.” 
 “Protecting customer data has 
always been incredibly impor-
tant to Amazon, and we think 
we’ve been very good stewards 
of peoples’ data across all of our 
businesses,” an Amazon spokes-
person said in a statement emailed 
to Insider. “Customer trust is 
something we have worked hard 
to earn — and work hard to keep 
— every day.”

(See FINES, P. 4)
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

SUPPORT SMALL & LOCAL BUSINESSES

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 8/31/2022

Get Your Free Market Report
What is your home really worth?

Contact me today for a free market
report:  919-832-1814 ext. 305

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

 Small and local businesses are what 
make communities strong. When you 
spend your money with these com-
panies, those dollars stay here. Your 
dollar circulates in the community 
so much longer when you buy lo-
cal. These business owners are your 
neighbors, your friends and a big 
part of the financial backbone of our 
communities. 

61 Stores Pay Fines For Scanning Errors — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
in fines. An initial inspection in 
October 2021 found a 13-percent 
error rate based on 13 overcharg-
es in a 100-item lot. Subsequent 
inspections in November and 
January found 11-percent and 
8.33-percent error rates, respec-
tively. The store passed inspection 
in March. 
 (Guilford) Dollar General at 
5430 Samet Drive, High Point has 
paid $4,185 in fines. An initial in-
spection in March found a 16-per-
cent error rate based on eight 
overcharges in a 50-item lot. Sub-
sequent inspections in April and 
June found 14-percent and 3-per-

cent error rates, respectively. The 
store will be reinspected.
 (Guilford) Petsmart at 265 East-
chester Drive, High Point has 
paid $1,545 in fines. An initial in-
spection in March found a 36-per-
cent error rate based on 18 over-
charges in a 50-item lot. A subse-
quent inspection in April found a 
4.33-percent error rate. The store 
will be reinspected.
 (Harnett) Dollar General at 
910 West Cumberland St., Dunn 
has paid $1,035 in fines. An ini-
tial inspection in March found 
an 8-percent error rate based on 
four overcharges in a 50-item lot. 

A subsequent inspection in April 
found a 3-percent error rate. The 
store will be reinspected. 
 (Johnston) Compare Foods at 
826 South 3rd St., Smithfield has 
paid $1,860 in fines. An initial in-
spection in March found a 10-per-
cent error rate based on five over-
charges in a 50-item lot. A subse-
quent inspection in April found a 
2.33-percent error rate. The store 
passed inspection in June. 
 (Johnston) Dollar General at 
319 U.S. Highway 301 S., Micro 
has paid $1,815 in fines. An ini-
tial inspection in April found an 
8-percent error rate based on 

four overcharges in a 50-item lot. 
A subsequent inspection in May 
found a 5.33-percent error rate. 
The store will be reinspected.
 (Nash) Walmart at 1511 Benv-
enue Road, Rocky Mount has paid 
$2,505 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in December 2021 found an 
11-percent error rate based on 11 
overcharges in a 100-item lot. A 
subsequent inspection in January 
found a 5.33-percent error rate. 
The store passed inspection in 
March. 
 (Orange) Walmart at 12500 
U.S. 15 #5, Chapel Hill has paid 
$5,000 in fines. An initial inspec-

tion in November 2021 found a 
13-percent error rate based on 13 
overcharges in a 100-item lot. A 
subsequent inspection in Decem-
ber 2021 found a 24-percent error 
rate. The store passed inspection 
in February. 
 (Vance) Advance Auto at 390 
Raleigh Road, Henderson has paid 
$3,345 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in June 2021 found a 14-per-
cent error rate based on seven 
overcharges in a 50-item lot. Sub-
sequent inspections in July 2021, 
September 2021 and November 
2021 found 2.67-percent, 7-percent 
and 3-percent error rates, respec-
tively. The store passed inspection 
in January. 
 (Vance) Dollar General at 394 
Raleigh Road, Henderson has paid 
$6,365 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in November 2021 found a 
42-percent error rate based on 21 
overcharges in a 50-item lot. Sub-
sequent inspections in April and 
June found 8-percent and 24-per-
cent error rates, respectively. The 
store will be reinspected.
 (Wake) Advance Auto at 7201-
100 Glenwood Ave., Raleigh has 
paid $11,525 in fines. An initial in-
spection in October 2021 found a 
34-percent error rate based on 17 
overcharges in a 50-item lot. Sub-
sequent inspections in December 
2021, February, April and June 
found 11.33-percent, 25-percent, 
19-percent and 34.33-percent er-
ror rates, respectively. The store 
will be reinspected. 
 (Wake) Advance Auto at 600 
East Williams St., Apex has paid 
$2,895 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in April found an 8-percent 
error rate based on four over-
charges in a 50-item lot. A sub-
sequent inspection in May found 
a 15.67-percent error rate. The 
store will be reinspected. 
 (Wake) Target at 4841 Grove 
Barton Road, Raleigh has paid 
$9,760 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in October 2021 found an 
11-percent error rate based on 
11 overcharges in a 100-item lot. 

Subsequent inspections in De-
cember 2021 and February found 
12.67-percent and 9.67-percent er-
ror rates, respectively. The store 
passed inspection in April. 
 (Wake) Walmart at 4500 Fay-
etteville Road, Raleigh has paid 
$5,000 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in December 2021 found a 
13-percent error rate based on 13 
overcharges in a 100-item lot. A 
subsequent inspection in January 
found a 11.67-percent error rate. 
The store passed inspection in 
March.  
 (Wake) Walmart at 8000 Trian-
gle Town Blvd., Raleigh has paid 
$3,900 in fines. An initial inspec-
tion in January found a 5-percent 
error rate based on four over-
charges in a 100-item lot. A sub-
sequent inspection in February 
found a 9-percent error rate. The 
store passed inspection in April. 
 (Wake) Walmart at 1001 Shiloh 
Glenn Drive, Morrisville has 
paid $2,145 in fines. An initial 
inspection in February found a 
12-percent error rate based on 12 
overcharges in a 100-item lot. A 
subsequent inspection in March 
found a 4.67-percent error rate. 
The store passed inspection in 
May.
 (Wake) Walmart at 10050 Glen-
wood Ave, Raleigh has paid $1,365 
in fines. An initial inspection in 
February found a 16-percent er-
ror rate based on 16 overcharges 
in a 100-item lot. A subsequent in-
spection in March found a 4-per-
cent error rate. The store passed 
inspection in May. 
 (Wayne) Family Dollar at 102 
Five Points Road, Goldsboro 
has paid $13,305 in fines. An ini-
tial inspection in August 2021 
found an 18-percent error rate 
based on nine overcharges in a 
50-item lot. Subsequent inspec-
tions in September 2021, Novem-
ber 2021, January and March 
found 9.33-percent, 6.67-percent, 
5-percent and 3.67-percent error 
rates, respectively. The store 
passed inspection in May. 

By Elizabeth Nolan Brown
Reason

 The U.S. Senate passed the 
misleadingly named Inflation 
Reduction Act on Sunday before 
senators adjourned until Septem-
ber. The bill—which allocates 
around $740 billion—passed with 
a tie-breaking vote from Vice 
President Kamala Harris; it will 
now head to the House of Repre-
sentatives, which is expected to 
vote on it Friday.
 Democrats say the bill will 
curb inflation by lowering energy 
and health care costs for some 
Americans. But inflation—which 
is now impacting prices across 
the U.S. economy— isn’t actually 
reduced just because the govern-
ment artificially lowers the con-
sumer cost of a few items. And 
whether it will even succeed in 
bringing down things like health 
care costs is questionable.
 An analysis by the nonpartisan 
Congressional Budget Office says 
the law will have a “negligible” 
effect on inflation. And more gov-

ernment spending will only make 
inflation worse in the long run: 
230 economists have signed an 
open letter saying the proposed 
law will “perpetuate the same fis-
cal policy errors that have helped 
precipitate the current troubling 
economic climate.”
 “If we want to stop inflation, 
then the federal government 
needs to stop excessive spend-
ing, and the Federal Reserve 
needs to stop excessive money 
creation,” tweeted former Rep. 
Justin Amash (L–Mich.). “Price 
controls and subsidies cannot 
stop or reduce inflation, but they 
will further harm the economy 
and make people poorer.”
 The behemoth bill is full of 
questionable spending, including 
$80 billion in increased funding 
for the IRS. Democrats say more 
money will mean that the tax 
agency can focus more of its au-
dits—which currently dispropor-
tionately burden low-income tax-
payers—on very wealthy Ameri-
cans. Republicans reply this is 
spin, and that giving the IRS 

more money will mean it spends 
more time snooping on and audit-
ing everyone.
 The IRS “is an agency that only 
succeeded in answering about 
one out of every 50 phone calls 
during the 2021 tax season,” Sen. 
John Thune (R–S.D.) said last 
week on the Senate floor. “Yet 4 
percent of the $80 billion is going 
to taxpayer services; 57 percent 
goes to enforcement, so that the 
IRS can spend more time harass-
ing taxpayers around this coun-
try.”
 Thune and other Republicans—
along with Arizona Democrat 
Kirsten Sinema—also objected to 
a 15 percent corporate minimum 
tax rate for businesses making 
more than $1 billion in income 
annually. (Democrats say this 
part of the bill will bring in more 
than $300 billion in revenue for 
the government.) The Republi-
cans and Sinema succeeded in 
getting an exemption for some 
businesses owned by private eq-
uity.
 The bill contains many compo-

nents of this administration’s pre-
vious spending plans. It includes 
$300 billion for energy- and 
climate-related programs, and it 
creates tax credits for individu-
als buying electric vehicles or 
making energy efficient home 
improvements. It extends Af-
fordable Care Act subsidies and 
introduces a $35 per month price 
cap on insulin for Medicare re-
cipients.
 But it’s also missing many 
items on Democrats’ wish list, 
including funding for child care 
programs and paid family leave, 
an extension of the child tax 
credit, and a cap on insulin prices 
for private insurance plans.
 The package “was far smaller 
than the party’s original $3.5 tril-
lion vision, but larger than the 
slim health care legislation that 
lawmakers were considering just 
two weeks ago,” notes Politico. 
“It’s probably the last big party-
line bill Democrats will be able to 
deliver for years, with the House 
expected to flip to Republicans in 
the November elections.”

Senate Passes ‘Inflation Reduction Act’ 
That Will Probably Make Inflation Worse
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To Break Unhealthy Habits, Stop Obsessing Over Willpower
By Asaf Mazar & Wendy Wood

For The Conversation

 If you’re like many Americans, 
you probably start your day with 
a cup of coffee – a morning latte, 
a shot of espresso or maybe a 
good ol’ drip brew.
 A common explanation among 
avid coffee drinkers is that we 
drink coffee to wake ourselves 
up and alleviate fatigue.
 But that story doesn’t com-
pletely hold up. After all, the 
amount of caffeine in a cup of 
coffee can vary wildly. Even 
when ordering the same type 
of coffee from the same coffee 
shop, caffeine levels can double 
from one drink to the next. And 
yet, we coffee drinkers don’t 
seem to notice.
 So what else might be driving 
us in our quest for that morning 
brew?
 That’s one question we set out 
to answer in our recent research. 
The answer has far-reaching 
implications for the way we ap-
proach major societal challenges 
such as diet and climate change.
 As behavioral scientists, we’ve 
learned that people often repeat 
everyday behaviors out of habit. 
If you regularly drink coffee, 
you likely do so automatically as 
part of your habitual routine – 
not just out of tiredness.
 But habit just doesn’t feel like 
a good explanation – it’s unsat-
isfying to say that we do some-
thing just because it’s what we’re 
used to doing. Instead, we con-
coct more compelling explana-
tions, like saying we drink coffee 
to ease our morning fog.
 This reluctance means that we 
fail to recognize many habits, 
even as they permeate our daily 
lives.
 To test whether people under-
estimate the role that habit plays 
in their life, we asked more than 
100 coffee drinkers what they 
think drives their coffee con-
sumption. They estimated that 
tiredness was about twice as im-
portant as habit in driving them 
to drink coffee. To benchmark 

these assumptions against real-
ity, we then tracked these peo-
ple’s coffee drinking and fatigue 
over the course of one week.
 The actual results starkly 
diverged from our research 
participants’ explanations. Yes, 
they were somewhat more likely 
to drink coffee when tired – as 
would be expected – but we 
found that habit was an equally 
strong influence. In other words, 
people wildly overestimated the 
role of tiredness and underesti-
mated the role of habit. Habits, 
it seems, aren’t considered much 
of an explanation.
 We then replicated this finding 
in a second study with a behav-
ior that people might consider 
a “bad” habit – failing to help in 
response to a stranger’s request. 
People still overlooked habit and 
assumed that their reluctance 
to proffer help was due to their 
mood at the time.
 The gap between the actual 
and perceived role of habit in our 
lives matters. And this gap is key 
to understanding why people of-
ten struggle to change repeated 
behaviors. If you believe that 
you drink coffee because you 
are tired, then you might try to 
reduce coffee drinking by going 
to bed early. But ultimately you’d 
be barking up the wrong tree – 
your habit would still be there in 
the morning.
 The reason that habits can be 
so difficult to overcome is that 
they are not fully under our 
control. Of course, most of us 
can control a single instance of a 
habit, such as by refusing a cup 
of coffee this time or taking the 
time to offer directions to a lost 
tourist. We exert willpower and 
just push through. But consis-
tently reining in a habit is fiend-
ishly difficult.
 To illustrate, imagine you 
had to avoid saying words that 
contain the letter “I” for the 
next five seconds. Pretty simple, 
right? But now imagine if you 
had to maintain this rule for a 
whole week. We habitually use 
many words that contain “I.” 

Suddenly, the required 24/7 mon-
itoring turns this simple task into 
a far more onerous one.
 We make a similar error when 
we try to control unwanted 
habits and form new, desirable 
ones. Most of us can achieve this 
in the short run – think about 
your enthusiasm when starting 
a new diet or workout regimen. 
But we inevitably get distracted, 
tired or just plain busy. When 

that happens, your old habit is 
still there to guide your behav-
ior, and you end up back where 
you started. And if you fail to 
recognize the role of habit, then 
you’ll keep overlooking better 
strategies that effectively target 
habits.
 The flip side is also true: We 
don’t recognize the benefits of 
our good habits. One study found 
that on days when people strong-

ly intended to exercise, those 
with weak and strong exercise 
habits got similar amounts of 
physical activity. On days when 
intentions were weaker, however, 
those with strong habits were 
more active. Thus, strong habits 
keep behavior on track even as 
intentions ebb and flow.
 American culture is partly 
responsible for the tendency to 
overlook habits. Compared with 
residents of other developed na-
tions, Americans are more likely 
to say that they control their suc-
cess in life.
 Accordingly, when asked what 
stops them from making healthy 
lifestyle changes, Americans 
commonly cite a lack of willpow-
er. Granted, willpower is useful 
in the short term, as we muster 
the motivation to, for example, 
sign up for a gym membership or 
start a diet.
 But research shows that, sur-
prisingly, people who are more 
successful at achieving long-
term goals exert – if anything 
– less willpower in their day-to-
day lives. This makes sense: As 

explained above, over time, will-
power fades and habits prevail.
 If the answer isn’t willpower, 
then what is the key to control-
ling habits?
 Changing habits begins with 
the environments that support 
them. Research shows that lever-
aging the cues that trigger habits 
in the first place can be incred-
ibly effective. For example, re-
ducing the visibility of cigarette 
packs in stores has curbed ciga-
rette purchases.
 Another path to habit change 
involves friction: in other words, 
making it difficult to act on unde-
sirable habits and easy to act on 
desirable ones. For example, one 
study found that recycling in-
creased after recycle bins were 
placed right next to trash cans – 
which people were already using 
– versus just 12 feet away.
 Effectively changing behavior 
starts with recognizing that a 
great deal of behavior is habitu-
al. Habits keep us repeating un-
wanted behaviors but also desir-
able ones, even if just enjoying a 
good-tasting morning brew.

Nature Is The World’s 
Original Pharmacy
By Ashu Tripathi

University of Michigan

 While humans evolved over a period of approximately 6 million 
years, breakthroughs in modern medicine as we know it today got 
going only in the 19th and 20th centuries. So how did humans suc-
cessfully survive through millions of years of diseases and illness-
es without modern drugs and treatments?
 This was a question I came to wonder about when the COVID-19 
pandemic reached my family in India in April 2020, when there was 
very limited access to vaccines and treatments. All of my years 
working as a biomedical scientist, requiring empirical evidence 
and formal safety testing before using a treatment, took a back seat 
as I scrambled for potential therapies from any sources I could 
find, be it scientific papers or folklore. I was ready to try any exper-
imental or traditional medicine that might have a chance at helping 
my dad.
 Luckily, my dad recovered. I can’t say for sure if any of the tra-
ditional medicines we used actually helped him recover. But as 
someone whose entire scientific career has focused on discovering 
new drugs from chemical compounds found in nature, I wondered 
if there was a molecule in the traditional medicines we used that 
could be isolated and optimized to treat COVID-19.
 Scientists like me have been looking for new drugs for various 
diseases by purifying existing compounds in nature instead of syn-
thesizing completely new ones in the lab. From COVID-19 to antibi-
otic resistance, I believe that past successes and new technologies 
point to the tremendous potential of developing new drugs from 
natural products.
 Humans have coevolved with the rest of nature over time, and 
obtaining medicine is perhaps one of the most important interac-
tions people continue to have with the natural world. DNA analyses 
have shown that early humans may have treated dental abscesses 
with poplar, containing the active ingredient of aspirin, and Penicil-
lium mold, containing the antibiotic penicillin.
 Researchers call the molecules like the ones that give poplar and 
Penicillium their biological effects natural products because they 
are produced by living organisms such as microbes, fungi, corals 
and plants. These natural products have evolved to be structurally 
“optimized” to serve particular biological functions, primarily to 
deter predators or gain a survival advantage in a particular envi-
ronment and over other competitors.
 Because natural products are already made to function in liv-
ing creatures, this makes them especially attractive as a source 
for drug discovery. While proteins may look different in different 
organisms, many have similar structural features and functions 
across species. This can help ease the search for related proteins 
that work in people.
 Natural products derived from microbes and plants are the big-
gest resource for drug discovery for modern medicine. Case in 
point, the discovery of the antibiotic penicillin in 1940 from Penicil-
lium mold allowed doctors to treat previously fatal infections and 
started the era of antibiotics.
 As of September 2019, over 50% of currently available FDA-
approved drugs are either directly or indirectly derived from natu-
ral products. One of the best-selling drugs of the past two decades, 
atorvastatin (Lipitor), an anti-cholesterol drug, is derived from a 
compound produced by the fungus Penicillium citrinum. From 1992 
to 2017, atorvastatin sales in the U.S. totaled $94.67 billion.
 Other prominent examples of drugs derived from natural prod-
ucts currently used today include the anti-fungal amphotericin 
B, isolated from the soil bacteria Streptomyces nodosus, the che-
motherapy taxol, isolated from the bark of the Pacific yew tree, 
and the immunosuppressant cyclosporin, isolated from the fungus 
Tolypocladium inflatum.
 I believe that undiscovered treatments for a wide range of dis-
eases are lying right under our noses in natural products. In Janu-
ary 2021, the FDA approved voclosporin (Lupkynis), isolated from 
the fungus Tolypocladium inflatum, to treat lupus. Recently, re-
searchers have been looking into cannabidiol and other cannabinoid 
compounds as a potential way to prevent or treat COVID-19. The 
FDA has not authorized any drug containing CBD for COVID-19 
yet.
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I Got This! 
COVID is unpredictable. I need to protect myself, my family, friends, and my community. 
So, I got my booster for extra protection against COVID’s worst outcomes and for 
powerful peace of mind. 

Paid for by the  
U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services.

Find COVID boosters near you at  vaccines.gov

By Jason Lindsay
Staff Writer

 We all were born into a world 
where (ecologically speaking) 
the patterns of sociology and 
the natural behaviors of ecology 
have been set in an off centered 
lens, and positioned to be viewed 
skewed by society. Many of us 
were even taught to view our-
selves outside of the realm of 
nature, and (wo)mankind is now 
interpreted as an interference 
to the natural world. Running 
through our subconscious mind 
as the residual of this perspec-
tive is a disconnect that will 
always lead to dis-ease. Even 
worse than that, this perspec-
tive has led us to kill the very 
medicine needed to heal us. It 
has driven us to despise the 
very thing that would remediate 
(heal) the land beneath us and 
around us. And this is just the 
residual.
 In previous articles I gave 
mention to plants like the dan-
delion; a plant that has been 
demonized through the eyes of 
yard care, gardening, and farm-
ing. Yet it holds the potential to 
aid in the regulation of blood 
sugar, weight-loss, blood pres-
sure, and much more. Not to 
mention dandelion is a green. 
Something that many Americans 
need more of in their diet, and 
a great source of magnesium 
where up to 50 percent of Amer-
ica’s population is magnesium 
deficient. 
 We can no longer view nature 
as something outside of our-
selves. Modern civilization (in 
particular American) is in a state 
of crisis, dis-ease is literally in 
the air and so is the state of the 
land. Farmland from sea to shin-
ing sea has been depleted of life 
itself (robbed of necessary min-
erals and nutrients needed for 
production). The land is as sick 
and tired as the people. Luckily, 
nature’s response to stress is di-
vine. 
 If you where to walk outside 
into the grass (preferably bare-
footed) and mark off one square 
meter, within that square meter 
thousands of native plants are 
stored including trees. But you 

don’t see every plant stored 
sprouting up, only a few (this 
visual wont be as accurate if the 
lawn is sod, turf, or has been 
heavily seeded with grass seed) 
and every plant you see has been 
divinely selected. This selec-
tion is not random, but the seed 
varieties that are call to gemina-
tion are summoned to bring the 
soil’s health into balance or to 
evolve the health of the soil into 
a higher state. Let’s say that the 
soil is suffering from a calcium 
(Ca) deficiency and dandelion 
seeds are stored in the soil bank, 
dandelion is what will germinate 
(simply put). So, plants are not 
only the intended medicine for 
society, but also the proscription 
of the soil, itself. 
 This pattern of the soil con-
sciously self-proscribing plants 
repeats itself everywhere there 
is vegetation on earth and spe-
cies and varieties are selected 
from the seeds naturally stored 
in the soil; though much of it we 
have been taught to look down 
on. Take the gum ball tree (Liq-
uidambar Styraciflua). For tree 
farmers gum ball trees are val-
ueless. It is a soft wood tree that 
is not the best for timber. Gum 
ball trees are viewed as a nui-
sance to people because of the 
seed balls it drops, especially in 
the colder months. Growing up 
I remember people cursing this 
tree in town and on the farms.
 Yet, gum ball trees have sev-
eral medicinal properties and 
is a pioneer species (the first to 
populate desolate environments). 
A lot of these properties come 
from the outer bark which when 
bruised secretes a gummy sap. 
This sap is called storax and is 
a strong antimicrobial. Storax 
is used for ulcers, coughs, and 
skin problems and was one of the 
original ingredients of chewing 
gum (hence the name). The sap 
(storax), leaves, bark, and seeds 
hold shikimic acid (a biochemi-
cal metabolite in plants and 
micro-organism) which is a key 
ingredient in the antiviral drug 
oseltamivir commonly known as 
Tamiflu. 
 The gum ball tree is home to 
many small birds that only nest 
in her. The seed balls are a vital 

source of food for many birds 
during colder months, birds like 
the Goldfinch that you can often 
see dangling from the seedballs 
themselves. Again, another ex-
ample of how we subconsciously 
hate the very thing that heals 
and in this cases provides for the 
world around us. 
 This month makes a year in 
which my family and I pur-
chased our farm. It is some-
where around nine acres. The 
house sits on a little less than an 
acre and the remaining is open 
farmland. The land had not been 
farmed by the owners in over a 
decade and for many years was 
tended by a commercial farmer 
growing mostly soybeans, but 
for the last three years it has 
just been left alone. In this state 
of abandonment, the land blos-
somed with its native vegetation 
and one of the most prolific pres-
ents was that of “dog fennel.” 
 Also considered a weed, the 
roots of dog fennel  are strong 
and woody, perfect for braking 
up compacted soil (a common ail-
ment for land over tilled by the 
large machinery of commercial 
agriculture) and that is one thing 
she does. So as a farmer, when I 
walk out to my land and see dog 
fennel everywhere I know that 
compaction could very well be 
an issue. In the case of my farm, 
compaction was definitely an is-
sue. Outside of relieving the soil 
of compaction, dog fennel too is 
medicinal. 
 Dog Fennel (eupatorium ca-
pillifolium) is a strewing herb 
(herbs that the ancestor spread 

or strewn) across the floor of 
homes, churches, or any other 
place of gathering). Dog fen-
nel in particular was strewn to 
repeal bugs from these places 
of gatherings because dog fen-
nel is a natural insecticide. At 
one point we even cut, dried and 
placed it in dog pins and houses 
to repel fleas, ticks and other in-
sects. The name “fennel” comes 
from its aromatics which smells 
very similar to fennel. The es-
sential oil pulled from dog fennel 
can be made into a cream that 
treats wounded skin, burns in 
particular. This cream also aids 
in ridding acne and relieves in-
flammation relative to bee stings 
or ant bites. Topically, dog fennel 
also serves as a mild muscle re-
laxer and when burned in some-
thing like a barn-fire it deters 
mosquitoes. And yes, dog fennel 
can be ingested. 
 When made into a tea, it oper-
ates as a mild sedative to allevi-
ate anxiety and depression. And 
for the ones that suffer from in-
somnia, dog fennel address that 
too. Over the years it was been 
used to address digestive issues 
by elevating cramping and gas 
pain. It is important to note that 
for dog fennel to work internally 
it is recommended to consume 
it over long periods of time two 
to three times a day. Like many 
medicinal herb it must get into 
your system well before you can 
receive the full benefits. 
 These facts are not common 
knowledge. Even when I’ve re-
searched if I didn’t have a basic 
understanding of the vocabulary, 
I couldn’t follow to make the con-
nections. Facts like these have 
been hidden from us after being 
stolen from us. In many cases 
grandma knew these things. She 
may not have had the vocabulary 
to express it or understood what 
the agents inside the plant were 
that made them special, but she 
knew it. 
 Our ancestors knew the best 
part, the relative part, applica-
tion. In most cases grandma 
knew what plant did what and 
how to apply it to make it work. 
Momma, saw grandma working 
her magic. She was a beneficiary 
of that work yet did not continue 

the practice. In came the age of 
fast food and faster living. And 
now grand baby doesn’t have a 
clue. Sankofa (Twi language of 
Ghana meaning to “go back and 
get it(retrieve), again comes to 
mind. 
 When it was about to rain “Big 
Momma” would know from the 
way her body was responding to 
the elements. Granddaddy would 
follow the stars to know the best 
time to plant or to till. We are 
only one or two generation away 
from this connection. A connec-

Reframing The Ideology Around These Plants We Call Weeds

CITY OF RALEIGH HOME-ARP 
ALLOCATION PLAN DRAFT 

AND PUBLIC HEARING
The City of Raleigh was awarded $5,248,760 in HOME-ARP 
funding, appropriated under the American Rescue Plan Act 
of 2020 (ARPA), from the U.S. Department of Housing De-
velopment (HUD) to assist individuals or households who 
are homeless, at risk of homelessness, and other vulnerable 
populations. HOME-ARP funds can be used to provide hous-
ing, supportive services, and non-congregate shelter to re-
duce homelessness and increase housing stability.

To access these funds, the City must develop a HOME-ARP 
Allocation Plan for approval by HUD. The Allocation Plan 
must describe how the City proposes to use the funding to 
address the needs of qualifying populations. The Allocation 
Plan will be submitted to HUD as a substantial amendment 
to the Fiscal Year 2021 Annual Action Plan for HUD’s review 
and acceptance. 

The Raleigh City Council will hold a public hearing on Tues-
day, September 6, during the City Council evening meeting 
after 7:00 PM (pending Council approval) in the City of Ra-
leigh Council Chambers, related to the HOME-ARP Alloca-
tion Plan. This is an opportunity for residents to share their 
thoughts on the draft plan which outlines the City’s proposed 
use of the funds.

The draft HOME-ARP Allocation Plan is available on the 
City’s website at www.raleighnc.gov and a 30-day comment 
period will be held from August 9th-September 8th. Written 
comments may be submitted by email to cd.info@raleighnc.
gov.

For additional information, please email cd.info@raleighnc.
gov or call 919-996-4330. Deaf and hearing-impaired individ-
uals needing interpreter services should provide 24-hour no-
tice by calling 919-996-3100 (voice) or 919-996-3107 (TDD). 

tion that we all were born with, 
but the demands of society has 
ripped it from us. Yet I believe, 
just like the grass beneath our 
feet, we too have been selected 
to bring levels of resolve into our 
communities. Putting ourselves 
back into the equation of nature 
as a part of it is an necessary 
initial step. Aligning ourselves to 
the rhythms and principles of na-
ture is absolute necessity for our 
own healing, the healing of our 
community, and natural world 
that we live in. 
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By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 Shaw University, the oldest historically Black college in Raleigh, 
founded in 1885, is continuing to foment Black excellence among its 
students. 
 Nakya Carter, a junior double majoring in Business and Mass 
Communications; and Jameliah Pinder, a senior majoring in political 
science, received recognition by the White House Initiative on Ad-
vancing Educational Equity, Excellence, and Economic Opportunity 
through Historically Black Colleges and Universities (Initiative) as 
2022 HBCU Scholars. 
 The White House HBCU Scholar Recognition Program is set in 
place to recognize outstanding student leaders all while empowering 
students with the proper tools to excel. 
 Informed by Presidential recommendation and endorsement by 
HBCU faculty, select students who receive the honor have a unique 
combination of academic achievements, campus leadership, civic en-
gagement, and entrepreneurial spirit that distinguishes their candidacy. 
 Dr. Paulette Dillard, President of Shaw University, told sources, “We 
are so very proud to have two students selected by the White House 
as 2022 HBCU Scholars. Jameliah Pinder and Nakya Carter are both 
excellent students and represent Shaw University very well. 
 “Congratulations to them and their families for this outstanding 
achievement. We look forward to their continued civic and academic 
success.” 
 Throughout the program, students will be able to serve as student 
ambassadors for the Initiative and their HBCU, ensuring information, 
resources, and opportunities are distributed through their campuses. 
 They will also have the option to attend 2022 Annual National 
HBCU Week Conference workshops which focus on such areas as 
leadership, professional development, HBCU excellence, and work-
force development. 
 Selected students will also be invited to participate in monthly mas-
terclasses hosted by the Initiative. During those masterclasses, stu-
dents will network with other scholars, federal agencies, and private 
partners to showcase their individual and collective talent across the 
HBCU community.

HBCU Scholars Honored

 Princeville, North Carolina, the 
oldest town in America, founded 
on February 20, 1885, incorporat-
ed by formerly enslaved people, 
held a homecoming and farm 
tour event Saturday, August 8. 
 The Princeville community sits 
adjacent to the Tar River, and 
over the years was repeatedly 
destroyed by flooding; but given 
the rich history, a sense of pride 
persists. 
 Throughout their homecom-
ing festivities over the weekend, 
Princeville residents enjoyed an 
organic farm-to-fork dinner, bike 
tour, kayak tours, a Black-owned 
farm tour, and a screening of the 

documentary, Freedom Hill. 
 Freedom Hill is a short docu-
mentary directed and produced 
by Resita Cox, a Kinston native 
and former reporter in eastern 
North Carolina, focuses on the 
town’s challenges in the face 
of storms and flooding as well 
as the impact of environmental 
racism on communities of color. 
 One of the organizers for 
Princeville’s homecoming, Dr. 
Lisa, spoke about why such this 
homecoming was imperative. 
 “I believe in the mission, I also 
wanted to bring economic oppor-
tunity to the citizens of Princev-
ille,” she said.

 She went on to share that 210 
cyclists from across the country 
gathered in Princeville to hit the 
streets for a fellowship ride and 
Farm tour. Dr. Lisa pointed out 
that she was intentional in tell-
ing people what she wanted to 
do. 
 “More importantly, I wanted 
the mindset to shift and let 
people know that the history of 
Princeville still lives on.” 
 Throughout the tour, residents 
were able to view beautiful 
Black-owned farms, as well as 
learn the history of Princeville. 
Ten Black businesses set up shop 
for people to purchase gifts, ser-

vices, and friendships from all 
passersby. 
 “Everyone loved it. It ex-
ceeded my wildest expectations. 
What pleased me so much was 
the level of excitement.” 
 Lastly, Dr. Lisa shared that she 
wanted the takeaway from the 
homecoming is to have everyone 
feel as though they had come 
home. 
 “I wanted to give people a 
sense of ownership and concept. 
I want people to know that things 
like this can happen once every-
one comes together. We have the 
land and resources to grow so 
why not have this homecoming.”

Princeville’s History, Legacy Lives On
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To find out if a Construction mortgage is right for you, please give us a call.

Make Your Home 
Even Better

At SouthState, we learned a long time ago 
that there is so much more to the mortgage 
business than crunching numbers and 
calculating interest rates. It’s about helping 
people realize their dreams.

Whether you are restoring your home to its 
former glory or updating it to build for the 
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Loans for your renovation. We take the 
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• Interest-only during renovations
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All loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines.  
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Serena Williams Says ‘Countdown Has Begun’ To Retirement
 Saying “the countdown has 
begun,” 23-time Grand Slam 
champion Serena Williams an-
nounced Tuesday she is ready to 
step away from tennis so she can 
turn her focus to having another 
child and her business interests, 
presaging the end of a career 
that transcended sports.
 In an essay released Tuesday 
by Vogue magazine, and a post 
on Instagram — the sorts of 
direct-to-fans communication fa-
vored these days by celebrities, a 
category she most definitely fits 
— Williams was not completely 
clear on the timeline for her last 
match, but she made it sound as 
if that could be at the U.S. Open, 
which begins Aug. 29 in New 
York.
 “There comes a time in life 
when we have to decide to move 
in a different direction. That 
time is always hard when you 
love something so much. My 
goodness do I enjoy tennis. But 
now, the countdown has begun,” 
Williams, who turns 41 next 
month, wrote on Instagram. “I 
have to focus on being a mom, 
my spiritual goals and finally dis-
covering a different, but just (as) 
exciting Serena. I’m gonna relish 
these next few weeks.”
 Williams, one of the greatest 
and most accomplished athletes 
in the history of her — or any 
other — sport, wrote in the essay 
that she does not like the word 
“retirement” and prefers to think 
of this stage of her life as “evolv-
ing away from tennis, toward 

other things that are important 
to me.”
 “I feel a great deal of pain. It’s 
the hardest thing that I could 
ever imagine. I hate it. I hate 
that I have to be at this cross-
roads,” she wrote. “I keep saying 
to myself, I wish it could be easy 
for me, but it’s not. I’m torn: I 
don’t want it to be over, but at the 
same time I’m ready for what’s 
next.”

 That she would be publicly 
contemplating the end of her 
playing days is not all that sur-
prising to anyone, given her 
age — her 10 Grand Slam titles 
after turning 30 are unsurpassed 
— her history of injuries and 
her recent record: one victory 
in a singles match in the past 12 
months (that win arrived Mon-
day in Toronto; she is scheduled 
to play again on Wednesday).

 Her status as an athlete, and a 
groundbreaker, is obvious to ev-
eryone.
 “Serena Williams is a genera-
tional, if not multi-generational, 
talent who had a profound im-
pact on the game of tennis, but 
an even greater influence on 
women in sports, business and 
society. At a time when our na-
tion and the world have wrestled 
with essential issues of identity, 

Serena has stood as a singular 
exemplar of the best of humanity 
after breaking through countless 
barriers to her participation and 
ultimate success,” U.S. Open 
tournament director Stacey Al-
laster said. “She leaves an indel-
ible legacy of grace and grit that 
will inspire athletes, female and 
male, for many generations to 
come. We can’t thank her enough 

for all she has done for our 
sport.”
 U.S. Tennis Association spokes-
man Chris Widmaier said the 
organization would “will be oper-
ating under the assumption that 
this will be Serena Williams’ last 
U.S. Open.”
 It is the year’s final Grand 
Slam event and one she has won 
six times.

 SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) — A federal judge in California ruled Tues-
day that three golfers who joined Saudi-backed LIV Golf will not be 
able to compete in the PGA Tour’s postseason.
 U.S. District Judge Beth Labson Freeman made her decision in 
San Jose after attorneys for the sides each spoke for about an hour. 
Freeman said she didn’t consider the golfers faced irreparable harm 
because of the big money they were guaranteed by joining LIV, a key 
issue in the case.
 “There simply is no irreparable harm in this case,” PGA Tour at-
torney Elliot Peters said.
 The three suspended golfers were seeking a temporary restraining or-
der, which Freeman denied. Talor Gooch, Matt Jones and Hudson Swaf-
ford claimed they should be able to play where they want to, each saying 
in letters last month to the PGA Tour, “I am a free agent and independent 
contractor.” They are among 10 players who filed an antitrust lawsuit 
against the PGA Tour last week — including Phil Mickelson.
 Robert Walters, an antitrust litigator representing the golfers, noted 
this would be their opportunity on a big playoff stage, “effectively the 
Super Bowl of golf” because of its “significant income opportunities.” 
Freeman responded that the LIV Tour earnings potential was also 
great and asked whether players might have been able to wait until 
the conclusion of the PGA Tour season to depart for the new tour.
 Walters argued there were only 48 spots and they would have filled 
up according to LIV Golf CEO Greg Norman, to which Freeman said 
she agreed with that stance but that the golfers stood to gain far 
more financially joining LIV than the money they might have earned 
on the PGA Tour.
 “This is an extraordinarily attractive financial opportunity but it’s 
much more than that,” Walters said, saying the harm done is that “play-
ers lose intangible benefits” such as qualifications for the major tourna-
ments as well as other marquee invitationals.
 “This is the holy grail because everybody wants to compete in and 
prevail in major championships, but it’s not just the majors,” Walters 
said. He noted that the PGA Tour inferred these golfers would put 
a “taint” or “stench” on the tour’s image by playing, perhaps even 
wearing LIV Tour gear in PGA Tour tournaments.
 “We’re disappointed that Talor Gooch, Hudson Swafford and Matt 
Jones won’t be allowed to play golf. No one gains by banning golfers 
from playing,” LIV Golf said in a statement.
 The first of three FedEx Cup playoff events begin Thursday. Two 
tournaments offer $15 million prize funds, and the player who wins 
the FedEx Cup at East Lake in Atlanta gets $18 million — thus the ur-
gency for Freeman to rule. This case could go to trial next year, with 
the possibility of an injunction hearing in late September or early Oc-
tober, according to Peters.

Judge Denies LIV Tour 
Players PGA Postseason

Edmonds-Harris Announces Retirement
 After 30 years of exemplary 
leadership of the cheerleading 
program at North Carolina Central 
University, LuAnn Edmonds-Harris 
has announced her retirement. One 
of her former cheerleaders and 
longtime assistant coach, La’Tasha 
Bynum, has been selected as NC-
CU’s new head cheerleading coach. 
 A Durham native and 1975 
NCCU graduate with a bachelor’s 
degree in theater arts, Edmonds-
Harris began her professional 
career at her alma mater as an 
admissions counselor in 1986, and 
became the cheerleading head 

coach in 1992. A member of her 
family has worked under the lead-
ership of one of the Presidents/
Chancellors since founder Dr. 
James E. Shepard.
 “LuAnn is an iconic represen-
tative of Eagle Pride and Eagle 
Excellence,” said NCCU Direc-
tor of Athletics Dr. Louis “Skip” 
Perkins. “For more than 30 years, 
she has faithfully devoted her 
career to her alma mater and has 
made a significant impact on the 
lives of thousands of students she 
has mentored, cared for, and em-
braced as her own.
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what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

Practical Biblical Principles
WORK OUT YOUR OWN 

SALVATION
Part Two 

Read: Philippians 2:12 
 One of the main motives for 
a Christian to work out his or 
her own salvation is to be aware 
of the serious consequences of 
sin. There is nothing good about 
being caught with sin when the 
Lord returns. Another motive 
to work out our own salvation is 
due to the fact no one can ever 
please God with sin in his or 
her lives. Therefore, we should 
work to keep sin out of our 
lives. 
 God loved us so much that He 
sent His only Son to die for our 
sins and remove that sin barrier 
between us and Him. Sin has a 
serious power in that it sepa-
rated us from God. God removed 
that sin separation between Him 
and us by sending His Son to the 
cross to die in our place and pay 
that unpayable price for our sin. 
You and I could not pay that un-
payable price with our own death 
for the simple reason God would 
not accept our death for pay-
ment. God would only accept the 
death of His Son for payment for 
our sin. 
 Third motive, to be accepted 
by God into His kingdom, one 
must be as holy and equal to God 
in all aspects of holiness to enter 
heaven. Being that we have no 
righteousness, nor holiness and 
no purity of our own, we can only 
get there through and by the pre-
cious blood shed by His Son, Je-
sus the Christ, the anointed One. 
This is our only source of holi-
ness, purity and righteousness, 
Christ. Jesus constantly reminds 
us that no one comes to the Fa-
ther accept through Him. 
 Believers should have a more 
serious dread and yearning for 
what is right before God (Ro-
mans 7:14). Being aware of our 
weakness and the power of temp-
tation, we should fear falling 

into sin and thereby grieving 
the Lord. Godly fear protects us 
from wrongfully influencing fel-
low believers thus compromising 
the ministry and testimony to the 
unbelieving world. The fear of 
God helps in enduring the Lord’s 
chastening. 
 To have such godly fear and 
trembling involves more than 
merely acknowledging one’s own 
sinfulness and spiritual weak-
ness. It is the solemn, reveren-
tial fear that springs from deep 
adoration and love of God. Such 
fear acknowledges that every 
sin is an offense against a holy 
God. Such fear should produce a 
sincere desire not to offend and 
grieve Him, but to obey, honor, 
please, and glorify Him in all 
things. 
 Those who fear the Lord know 
that God disciplines us for our 
good, so that we may share His 
holiness (Hebrews 12:10). This 
fear and trembling will cause 
believers to pray earnestly for 
God’s help in avoiding sin, as the 
Lord taught us: “Do not lead us 
into temptation but deliver us 
from evil” (Matthew 6:13). The 
Lord’s prayer reflects that spiri-
tual tension that exists between 
the believer’s duty and God’s 
power. 
 To “Work Out’ translates into 
the imperative that we should 
“keep on working out to comple-
tion, to ultimate fulfillment your 
own salvation. This must be a 
sustained effort to ‘work out’ 
to the ultimate completion of 
our salvation, which has been 
graciously granted to us by 
Christ’s precious blood dropping 
from the cross. Believers are 
to cleanse themselves ”from all 
defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God (II Corinthians 7:1), setting 
their minds “On things above, 
not on the things that are on the 
earth,” because they have died 
to sin and their lives are now 

“hidden with Christ in God (Co-
lossians 3:2–3), which will cause 
them to walk in a manner worthy 
of the calling with which all have 
been called (Ephesians 4:1). 
 Salvation calls for the fighting 
of a good fight of faith; taking 
hold of the eternal life to which 
we are called making a good con-
fession in the presence of many 
witnesses (1 Timothy 6:11–12). 
Jesus declares, “the one who en-
dures to the end, he will be saved 
(Matthew 24:13). The entire work 
of salvation is under the total 
control of God. 
 “Working out salvation’’ re-
quires perseverance of faithful 
obedience to the end. Salvation 
has three dimensions: past, pres-
ent, future. 
 The “past’’ is that of justifica-
tion, wherein believers place 
their faith in Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and Lord and were redeemed. 
“Present’’ dimension is sanctifi-
cation (being set aside by God), 
the time between a believer’s 
justification and his death or the 
Rapture. 
 The “future’’ aspect is glori-
fication, this is when salvation 
(salvation is a process) is com-
pleted and believers receive 
their glorified bodies. Knowing 
that we are saved then we are to 
pursue sanctification in this life 
to the time of glorification-the 
time Jesus returns. In this glori-
ous moment believers will see 
the Lord “face to face’’ and come 
to know Him fully even as they 
are fully known (I Corinthians 
13:12). We will be like Him and 
will see Christ just as He is (I 
John 3:2). This will be the reward 
for working out our own salva-
tion. Our salvation work will not 
be in vain. 

J.L. Caldwell, Pastor 
New Jerusalem Baptist 

Cathedral 
Durham, NC 

Website: www.mynjbc.org 
Email: njbc84@gmail.com 

KEEP ON REACHING TO GOD
Sermon by Pastor William Eli 

Ratcliff
 Psalms 71:1–5 KJV—“In thee, 
O LORD, do I put my trust: let 
me never be put to confusion. 
Deliver me in thy righteousness, 
and cause me to escape: incline 
thine ear unto me, and save me. 
Be thou my strong habitation, 
whereunto I may continually re-
sort: thou hast given command-
ment to save me; for thou art my 
rock and my fortress. Deliver 
me, O my God, out of the hand 
of the wicked, out of the hand of 
the unrighteous and cruel man. 
For thou art my hope, O Lord 
GOD: thou art my trust from my 
youth.”
 Psalms 71:10–14 KJV—“For 
mine enemies speak against 
me; and they that lay wait for 
my soul take counsel together, 
Saying, God hath forsaken him: 
persecute and take him; for 
there is none to deliver him. O 
God, be not far from me: O my 
God, make haste for my help. 
Let them be confounded and 
consumed that are adversaries 
to my soul; let them be covered 
with reproach and dishonour that 
seek my hurt. But I will hope 
continually, and will yet praise 
thee more and more.”
 Psalms 71:19–21 KJV—“Thy 
righteousness also, O God, is 
very high, who hast done great 
things: O God, who is like unto 
thee! Thou, which hast shewed 
me great and sore troubles, 
shalt quicken me again, and 
shalt bring me up again from the 
depths of the earth. Thou shalt 
increase my greatness, and com-
fort me on every side.”
 Sermonic text: Psalms 71:13–
14 MSG—“My accusers—make 
them lose face. Those out to get 
me—make them look while I 
stretch out, reaching for you, and 
daily add praise to praise.”
 I don’t know who wrote this 

chapter of Psalms 71 because the 
writer is anonymous and it has 
no title; therefore, I will refer to 
the writer as the Psalmist.
 However, I do know that this 
is the prayer of a believer that 
has gotten older and, by experi-
ence, has decided to continue 
with Faith, Hope and Trust in the 
Lord. He is pleading against his 
enemies and is asking God for 
future blessings. 
 Although aged, the Psalmist 
has not outgrown trouble, trials 
and attacks in and on his life. He 
is saying, “Lord, I know you have 
been watching from the side-
lines since my birth and I real-
ized since my childhood, I never 
would have made it without you. 
But right now, I yearn for You to 
be with me and run right by my 
side.’’
 In verses 1–4, the Psalmist 
prays repeatedly for deliverance 
and he wants to take refuge from 
his present affliction and not be 
put to shame or humiliation. The 
Psalmist is looking to escape and 
is asking God to save him right 
then and there. He does not want 
to run away, drift away, or stoop 
down low and hide from life.
 He’s praying for the strength 
needed to withstand the chal-
lenges that come with life. The 
Psalmist declares that he is 
going to keep on reaching and 
stretching for God and also have 
praise on top of praise!
 He’s saying, “Lord, please 
help me now like You helped me 
in the past and I have hope that 
You will help me in the future! 
Hope = Desire accompanied with 
expectation. Are you expecting 
to go higher? Then my advice to 
you is not to let anything or any-
body keep you from stretching 
and reaching to God.
 Moreover, your reach will ex-
ceed your grasp. Although there 
are some positive and essential 
things that you need to be suc-

cessful in life, there are also 
some things that you need to turn 
loose and let go in order to reach 
higher and obtain Godly Great-
ness! With Faith and Hope, reach 
higher even if you have to stand 
on your “spiritual tiptoes!”
 If we didn’t have faith when 
we got out of bed that the floor 
would hold us up, we may never 
have stepped out of it. If you 
don’t have faith that all traffic 
lights are working properly, you 
might slow down or stop at some 
intersections when you really 
didn’t have to.
 But ultimately, because we 
have Faith and Hope in God, 
He gives us the Confidence and 
Courage to keep stepping out, 
stretching out and reaching high-
er.
 His enemies wanted him to 
fail; his foes wanted him to 
feel that God had given up on 
him. However, the Psalmist was 
strong enough to look trouble in 
the face and reach, stretch and 
praise God anyhow!
 My Grandmother, Ophelia 
Flowers Ratcliff Alston Burrell, 
always started her prayers say-
ing, “Father I stretch my hands 
to Thee, no other help I know; 
If Thou withdraw from me, Ah! 
Wither shall I go?”
 If you’ve ever been lied on, 
talked about, misunderstood, 
put down, let down, or knocked 
down, the Psalmist says in 71:20 
that the Lord shall raise him 
back up again and again. Never-
theless, if you’re knocked down 
7 times, get back 8! When I was a 
child, we sang a song by Donishi-
sa Ballard called “Stretch Out!” 
I recommend that you look it up 
and listen to it now. 
 To view complete sermons by 
Pastor William Eli Ratcliff and 
other guest ministers, please 
visit our website at lincoln-
parkchurch.com or our YouTube 
Channel.

 The board of directors of 
StepUp Ministry has named 
Colisha Stanford as its new ex-
ecutive director, effective Aug. 
1, following the retirement of 
longtime leader Linda Nunnal-
lee. 
 The organization provides 
tools and support to help break 
barriers to employment and sta-
bility, and Stanford has been an 
integral part of the staff for 14 
years, most recently serving as 
the director of programs. She 
has a reputation for building 
programs from the ground up 
and a proven record of team 
management and empower-
ment.
 To the role, Stanford brings 
her passion for the StepUp mis-
sion and the people it serves, as 
well as a consistent leadership 
style, vast institutional knowl-
edge, and an eagerness to ex-
pand the organization. 
 “I am so excited to continue 
my journey with this organiza-
tion that is so dear to me,” said 
Stanford. 
 “It is truly a gift to be part 
of meaningful programs that 
transform lives and offer a path 
to a brighter future. StepUp 
Ministry is a ministry first, and 

all of us who are on this team 
feel called to serve. I have so 
much faith in our mission and 
love for the participants we 
support.”  
 “The board could not be more 
excited to see Colisha move into 
this role,” said Anna White Ho-
sea, chair of StepUp Ministry’s 
board of directors. 
 “We have seen her grow, 
develop, and cultivate relation-
ships throughout our organiza-
tion, with volunteers and par-
ticipants alike. We look forward 
to supporting her in this new 
season of leadership for our be-
loved organization.”  
 The transition comes on the 
heels of Nunnallee’s 12 years 

of dedicated service to StepUp 
Ministry—nine as executive di-
rector. Under Nunnallee’s lead-
ership, the participant-centered 
organization demonstrated agil-
ity when faced with a chang-
ing landscape, and she leaves 
behind a lasting legacy at an 
organization that is poised for 
growth.      
 Following Nunnallee’s re-
tirement announcement, the 
StepUp Ministry Board em-
barked on  a  seven-month 
search process, which was led 
by a transition committee com-
prised of board members, staff, 
volunteers, and key partners. 
More than 160 stakeholders 
provided input during an orga-
nizational assessment. 
 Raleigh-based StepUp Minis-
try is an interfaith community 
that prepares people who are 
ready and willing to make posi-
tive changes in order to gain 
stability. 
 Founded in 1988 by White 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
the non-profit annually helps 
600 individuals in Wake County 
transform their lives through 
employment and life skills 
training. Learn more at stepup-
ministry.org.

StepUp Ministry Names Colisha 
Stanford As New Executive Director

COLISHA STANFORD

 Black Business Month began in 
August of 2004 by entrepreneurs 
Frederick E. Jordan and John 
William Templeton. The forma-
tion of Black Business Month 
was to hightlight Black business 
owners, especially because of the 
financial and systematic strug-
gles that they encounter in order 
to start and be successful in their 
businesses.
 Macedonia New Life Church 
(www.MacedoniaNewLife.org) 
lists many of the Black Busi-
nesses owned by our disciples. 
They are listed under the “Black 
Pages” tab on our website. 
 Check it out and support 
#BlackBusinesses.
 Submitted by Stephanie A. 
Lassiter, MNLC Staff Writer.

Macedonia NL 
Church Supports 
Black Biz Mo.

By J. Eugene Clay
Arizona State University

 (THE CONVERSATION) More 
than 160 Ukrainian cultural sites 
have been damaged or destroyed 
since Russia invaded the country 
in February, according to UNES-
CO.
 The Ukrainian government 
claims the number of damaged 
sites is far higher. Russia denies 
these charges.
 Ukrainian officials accuse Rus-
sia of deliberately targeting 
cultural sites, half of which 
are churches, monasteries, 
prayer houses, synagogues and 
mosques. Such a targeting would 
be a violation of international 
law.
 As a scholar who has spent 
over 30 years studying Russian 
and Ukrainian religion and cul-
ture, I’m deeply concerned about 
the cultural destruction of this 
war, which has already claimed 
thousands of lives and has turned 
over 12 million Ukrainians into 
refugees.
 An important monument under 
threat is Saint Sophia Cathedral 
in Kyiv. Built in the 11th century, 
the church is one of Ukraine’s 
seven World Heritage sites rec-
ognized by the United Nations. 
It represents the common Or-
thodox Christian faith that many 
Russians and Ukrainians share.
 Saint Sophia Cathedral was 
built under the reign of Grand 
Prince Yaroslav the Wise, whose 
father, Volodymyr—also known 
as Vladimir—had adopted Ortho-
dox Christianity in 988.
 According to a legend in the 
early 12th-century “Primary 
Chronicle,” Volodymyr chose 
Orthodoxy for the beauty of its 
worship services. The envoys he 
sent to Constantinople, the capi-
tal of the Byzantine Empire, vis-
ited the famous Church of Holy 
Wisdom, the Hagia Sophia. Built 
by Emperor Justinian in the 
sixth century, the Hagia Sophia 
is devoted to the Divine Wisdom, 
who is personified as a woman in 
the biblical “Book of Proverbs.” 
Convinced by his envoys’ favor-
able report, Volodymyr decided 
to be baptized and to convert his 
subjects.
 After Volodymyr’s death, Yaro-
slav invited Byzantine architects 
and artists to build an impressive 
cathedral for Kyiv just like the 
Hagia Sophia in Constantinople. 
Yaroslav, who had fought a civil 
war to succeed his father, delib-
erately imitated the Byzantine 
capital to buttress his legitimacy. 
His new cathedral, Saint Sophia, 
even took its name from the im-
perial church in Constantinople.

 With 13 cupolas and a central 
dome that rises about 95 feet 
into the air, Saint Sophia is an 
imposing structure that served 
as a testament to the power and 
piety of its ruler. Elaborate mo-
saics decorate the sanctuary and 
dome. Portraits of Yaroslav and 
his family are prominently dis-
played in the cathedral’s princely 
gallery, where the ruler attended 
services.
 A mosaic of the Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of God, stands in the 
apse above the altar. Raising her 
hands in prayer, Mary is framed 
by a Greek inscription from 
Psalm 46: “God is in the midst of 
Her; She shall not be moved.”
 The imagery and language are 
borrowed from Byzantium. Just 
as she was seen as a powerful di-
vine protector of Constantinople, 
so now Mary protects Kyiv. The 
tall central dome is adorned with 
a mosaic of an all-powerful im-
age of Christ, known as “Christ 
Pantokrator,” who gazes down 
from his throne at his worship-
ers.
 The art historian Elena Boeck 
calls Saint Sophia “the most am-
bitious Orthodox Church built in 
the 11th century.”
 Saint Sophia Cathedral was 
consecrated in 1049 and com-
pleted around 1062. As the power 
and importance of Kyiv declined, 
the church suffered from exter-
nal attacks and internal neglect.
 In 1169, the northern prince 
Andrei Bogolubskii of Vladimir 
sacked Kyiv—an event that the 
leader of the Orthodox Church of 
Ukraine, Metropolitan Epifaniy, 
has compared to the current Rus-
sian invasion. Mongol attacks in 
1240, 1416 and 1482 further dam-
aged the cathedral.
 Restoration work in the 17th 
century in the baroque style 
radically changed the cathedral’s 
outward appearance. The outer 
walls were plastered and white-
washed. The church was bombed 
during the Russian civil war 

in 1918. Under Soviet rule, the 
Communists plundered its trea-
sury and secularized the build-
ing, which became a museum. In 
the 1940s, the church again suf-
fered under German occupation.
 Saint Sophia Cathedral stands 
as a monument to the East Slavic 
cultural heritage that Russians 
and Ukrainians share. Its ex-
traordinary Byzantine mosaics 
and frescoes have survived near-
ly a millennium.
 Today, as during the Second 
World War, Ukraine has been 
invaded by a foreign army that 
threatens this heritage. Although 
Russia has assured the United 
Nations that its armed forces are 
taking “necessary precautions” 
to prevent damage to World Her-
itage sites, such as Saint Sophia, 
war is destructive and unpredict-
able. Whether Saint Sophia Ca-
thedral remains undamaged dur-
ing this latest invasion remains 
an open question.

Russian Invasion Threatens 
Its Shared Cultural Heritage
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 Unsigned editorials in this space are the opinion of the newspaper. All other 
opinion pieces, including those from regular columnists, are the opinion of the 
writers themselves. The Carolinian strives to provide provocative commentary 
that is likely to spur thoughtful debate, regardless of whether we agree with it. 

To Be 

Equal
By Marc H. Morial
President, National Urban League

 Child 
 Watch
 By Marian Wright Edelman

By Sarah Jones

A Different 
Voice

 By Dorothy Shaw Thompson

Diversifying American Media 

Ownership Must Become a National 

Priority 

By Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. 
and Jim Winston 
Guest Editorial

 2022 thus far has been a 
year of multiple socioeconom-
ic and political challenges 
for all Americans across the 
nation. Yet for African-Amer-
icans and other communities 
of color, this year represents 
both challenges and opportu-
nities from a business owner-
ship perspective. In particu-
lar, for Black-owned media 
businesses there is a growing 
sense of resilience even in 
the face of continued pro-
found racial disparities and 
societal inequities. 
 The communications and 
media industry in America 
especially should be one of 
the leading industries that 
adopts the “good business” 
sense to embrace the values 
and benefits of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion (DEI).  
This is not about charity or 
benevolence. Diversity is ob-
jectively good for business. 
 T h e  N a t i o n a l  N e w s p a -
per Publishers Association 
(NNPA) and the National 
Association of Black Owned 
Broadcasters (NABOB) are 
working together to encour-
age the media and advertis-
ing industries to become 
more proactive and commit-
ted to diversity from the C-
suites to the decision-making 
managers. But more needs 
to be done to increase and 
to enhance the ownership of 
media businesses by African-
Americans and other minori-
ties. 
 Economic equity in media 
requires equal access to in-
vestment capital, technical 
advances in communications 
infrastructure, and inclusion 
in other industry innovations. 
As increased changes in the 
racial demographics of the 
nation continue to accelerate 
in the United States, Ameri-
can media must be more rep-
resentative of the growing 
diversity of the nation. 
 It is noteworthy, therefore, 
that one of the recently an-
nounced major media merg-
ers has Standard General, a 
minority-owned firm, pending 
regulatory reviews and ap-
provals by the Department 
of Justice and the Federal 
Communications Commission, 
acquiring TEGNA, a company 
owning 64 television stations 
around the country. Soo Kim, 
a successful Asian-American 
business leader, who serves 
as Standard General’s found-

ing and managing partner, 
emphasized “We’re open to ex-
ploring new partnership mod-
els to get diverse viewpoints 
and perspectives on the air 
and to make sure people have 
the resources to do it.” 
 We agree with this senti-
ment as multiracial ownership 
of American media businesses 
will continue to be viewed as 
a strategic forecast for the 
future economic wellbeing of 
the nation. We intend to raise 
our voices in support of the 
positive economic and social-
equity consequences of diver-
sifying American media. 
 The Leadership Conference 
on Civil and Human Rights 
has pointed out, “Access to 
the media by the broadest sec-
tor of society is crucial to en-
suring that diverse viewpoints 
are presented to the American 
people, but racial and gender 
disparities in media owner-
ship dating back to the begin-
ning of the civil rights era 
continue to persist.” Again, 
overcoming these disparities 
should be a national media in-
dustry priority. 
 “At a time when more peo-
ple, particularly Black people, 
are distrustful of the media, 
diversity in media owner-
ship,” the Leadership Confer-
ence argues, “has become 
more important than ever for 
the functioning of our democ-
racy. Diversity in ownership 
is part of that solution.” We 
agree with the Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Hu-
man Rights’ position on this 
issue. 
 Lastly, as our nation today 
prepares for the upcoming 
Midterm Elections in Novem-
ber, there are many who are 
predicating low overall voter 
turnout. Millions of dollars 
will be spent on Get-Out-
The-Vote (GOTV) campaigns. 
Those who desire to increase 
GOTV among African-Amer-
icans and other communi-
ties of color will have to en-
gage Black owned media as 
the “Trusted Voice” of Black 
America in order to increase 
voter turnout. 
 Jim Winston is President 
and CEO of the National As-
sociation of Black Owned 
Broadcasters (NABOB) head-
quartered in Washington, 
D.C. 
 Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. 
is President and CEO of the 
National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA) 
headquartered in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

NBA GREAT BILL RUSSELL PAVED THE WAY FOR TWO 
GENERATIONS OF SOCIAL ACTIVIST ATHLETES

 “Racism cannot just be shaken out of the fabric of society 
because, like dust from a rug, it dissipates into the air for a bit 
and then settles right back where it was, growing thicker with 
time. Police reform is a start, but it is not enough. We need to 
dismantle broken systems and start over. We need to make 
our voices heard, through multiple organizations, using many 
different tactics. We need to demand that America gets a new 
rug.”

—Bill Russell 
 When current NBA players speak out against racism and so-
cial injustice, they might face criticism from right-wing media, 
like Laura Ingram’s infamous “shut up and dribble” tirade, but 
they have the backing of their union and of the league.
 That wasn’t the case in the 1950s and 1960s when Bill Rus-
sell risked not only his livelihood, but his very life, to demand 
equal treatment and respect.
 When Milwaukee Bucks players refused to leave their locker 
room in response to the police shooting of Jacob Blake in 
August 2018, the NBA cancelled not only the Bucks’ playoff 
game against the Orlando Magic, but every game that day. The 
WNBA, Major League Baseball, NHL, and Major League Soc-
cer responded with boycotts of their own.
 Sixty years earlier in 1961, Black players were refused 
service in their hotel’s restaurant just before an exhibition 
game in Lexington, Ky. Russell, along with four of his Black 
teammates and two Black members of the opposing St. Louis 
Hawks, walked out, but the game went ahead as scheduled.  
One of the striking Hawks, rookie Cleo Hill, never played an-
other season.
 After the walkout, Celtics owner Walter Brown vowed “nev-
er to subject my players to that embarrassment again.”
 That was the same year Russell first met a 14-year-old who 
idolized him: Lew Alcindor, later known as Kareem Abdul-Jab-
bar, who kept a 1956 photo of Russell, then a University of San 
Francisco track and field star, competing in the high jump.
 “There was something else about that photo that affected me 
even more than Bill’s amazing performance,” Abdul-Jabbar 
wrote. “If you do a search of the image, you’ll find that most 
versions are cropped to frame Bill flying up over the bar. Yet, 
if you see the complete photo, you’ll see about three dozen 
White people watching him, most of them frowning, glaring, or 
just staring. But standing beside the post is one young Black 

WHY I BELIEVE
 This commentary initially was to be “Why Believe?’’ until I 
thought, Do I want to convince someone else to believe what 
I believe? I don’t... as long as your belief does not encroach on 
mine, I’m good... although I do like to exchange ideas. There 
are a lot of exchanges of ideas, on email, Facebook, Zoom, TV 
and through texting and for me it is fascinating. The pandemic 
is conducive to finding creative ways to stay in touch by not 
limiting yourself to the telephone.
 This morning as I was surfing on Facebook, I ran across an 
article that reported that Margery Taylor Greene was texting 
the belief that there should be such a thing as Christian Na-
tionalism. I don’t know if this is true but I think... maybe she 
has not read or studied the Bible. The article writer suggests 
that she especially thinks that this is a philosophy for White 
Christians to utilize. I suggest that she may not know that this 
philosophy is not a new idea. The KKK recruited followers by 
these same ideas that she is expounding on. There are things in 
the Bible that she can use to seed these ideas if she just choos-
es certain scriptures out of context.
 I’m neither an expert on the Bible nor a theologian but 
though the Old Testament can give her some “out of context’’ 
stuff, if she’s read the teachings of Jesus in just the first four 
books there is no interpretation that I see that can validate 
what she’s saying. Christianity, by Jesus’ behavior, parables 
and direct teachings, is inclusive. It does not allow for rac-
ism or nationalism, superiority or inferiority, acquiescence to 
man’s authority or territorial attitudes. It makes the rich and 
the poor equal in the access it has to the “kingdom’’ and Jesus 
never asked us to salute and/or bow to a human being’s author-
ity over another human being. Christianity doesn’t even (as 
many suggest) put a woman or a man in a box.
 I am a believer because I am responsible and responsive to 
a higher authority that teaches me that mistakes are lessons 
for me and everybody else. We are in the “play’’ to learn and 
we learn through our association with other people and not 
because of other people. Therefore I’m free and not bound by 
anything other than my openness to learning a new and better 
way. I’m not responsible for anybody else’s decisions so I have 

no desire to control anybody else but me. In Christianity I’ve 
learned not to be bound by governmental or political rules un-
less they fit with my understanding of what it means to be a 
Christian. So I have a choice as to how to dress, wear my hair, 
where to live and how not to because of the way it’s always 
done or what my family taught me unless it fits. Christianity 
actually informs the work I did before I retired and what I do 

ENCOURAGING TEACHERS
 “Teaching children may be the highest way to seek God. It 
is, however, also the most daunting way, in the sense of the 
greatest responsibility.” 
—Gabriela Mistral, Chilean Nobel Prize Laureate in Literature
 For many children and families the last weeks of summer 
are winding down now, but for many devoted teachers pre-
paring for the new school year began as soon as the last one 
ended. As I wrote in a letter to teachers and educators in The 
Sea Is So Wide and My Boat Is So Small: Charting a Course 
for the Next Generation, after parents, teachers are probably 
the greatest influencers and molders of children’s futures. 
Teaching has to be more than just a job; it has to be a calling. I 
share Nobel Laureate in Literature and teacher Gabriela Mis-
tral’s belief that “a love for children opens up more paths for 
teachers than pedagogic theory does.” You can have the best 
equipped school, smallest class size, and a great curriculum, 
but if teachers and principals do not love children, children 
will know it—and be hurt. Teachers must be committed to 
finding and nourishing the gifts in each child and to building 
a child’s sense of confidence and competence. Teachers’ nega-
tive attitudes and messages can compound a child’s learning 
difficulties, but a teacher’s regular compliments and support 
can motivate, and even save a child’s life.
 I recommend that teachers and adults ponder more of the 
great poet-teacher Gabriela Mistral’s wisdom and sense of 
mission about educating children:
 •“Teach always, in the courtyard and on the street, as if they 
were the classroom. Teach with your demeanor, expression, 
and words.”
 •“Live the beautiful theories. Live with kindness, energy, 
and professional integrity.”
 •“Brighten your lessons with beautiful words, with a perti-
nent story, and relate each piece of knowledge to real life.”
 •“If we don’t achieve equality and culture in the school, 

Becoming
Sarah

IDENTITY
 If a million people were to ask me what I wanted, I would 
tell them I wanted to know who I am. Even now at 21, the age 
where I am supposed to be the epitome of liveliness, I sit here 
at my laptop struggling to define myself. I grew up believ-
ing that everyone had a purpose the moment they set foot on 
Earth, but at times like these I see that life has taken me so 
much farther than what I had originally intended that I don’t 
think it could possibly be true. 
 Was it my naïveness that led me to believe I could do it all? 
Or was it because of this naïveness that my younger self leapt 
for dreams restlessly? The closer and closer I get to my senior 
year in college the more I’ve been asking myself what the pur-
pose is of this big life we have all been blessed with. In all my 
searching I have stumbled across one single answer; I have 
absolutely no idea.
 Perhaps I wasn’t put on this planet growing up supposed to 
have all the answers but sometimes the deepest part of me 
feels like I once did. I don’t know if the past me was speaking 
out of naiveness or just didn’t live for anyone but herself.
 There’s an embarrassment that keeps so many of us from 
living our lives unapologetically. We worry about the stares 
if we laugh too loud, dress to boldly or speak our mind. It’s 
something I’ve realized I’ve obtained as an adult that I never 
used to have as a child. It was this year that I realized I inad-
vertently took on the anxieties of my peers and as I took on 
their anxieties, I became more and more insecure and drew 
farther and farther from my identity. It was as if caring what 
people thought became a normal part of me. It made my life 
stressful, and each day I felt more and more featureless. But 
where did this weight come from? Where did the constant car-
ing and inexplicable quest for approval begin?
 Through every stage in life there is a collection of emotions 
that summarizes each chapter. As a child I spent my days 
viewing the world through awe and curiosity. I was constantly 
learning, constantly being exposed and constantly unaware of 
the people in the world looking back at me. In grade school, I 
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learned that there wasn’t only awe in the world. Just as I was 
building my foundation of my identity it was being knicked away 
by unexposed peers. While my mother worked relentlessly to 
build up an affirmative Black child, I questioned myself when 
the features of my color became a topic of conversation. Even 
through the focused parenting, I wasn’t prepared to realize I was 
different than those around me. 
 In my middle school years, I filled my schooling with hobbies 
desperate to escape the pressures of being different. I thought 
that if I surrounded myself with people who like what I liked ev-
erything else would seem to be a blur and for a short time it was. 
I filled my days with book clubs, writing competitions and musi-
cals. It was during this time where I felt I learned the most about 
myself and unleashed so many new talents. Like many kids my 
age I was on the quest of self-discovery, and I was loving every 
minute of it.
 When I reached high school the narrative of my story changed. 
It was during this time I did everything that was expected to fit 
in. I read in the comforts of my home, wrote out of necessity for 
papers and sang only in the shower. Looking back, I always ask 
myself why and I realize it was because of the company I was 
keeping. Everyone else cared what others thought so I should 
too right? Wrong. I had an attentional blindness to this newly 
acquired trait, one that I didn’t realize until my freshman year of 
college. 
 I didn’t know myself because I hid myself, I stopped my jour-
ney to fit in to the pages of someone else story instead of writing 
my own.
 So almost five years later who am I now? 
 I want to share this with you.
 My identity and discovering who I am is something I will be 
answering for the rest of my life. I spent so long trying to cram 
my identity into a box that I kept myself from realizing the best 
parts of me. It’s those parts that I’m anxiously waiting to get to 
know all over again. To find out who we are, we can’t be afraid 
to be who we want to be. Although it sounds like a cliché mess 
it’s something that’s rang truth to me in the most basic form. 
Overcoming the fear of judgement, the fear of difference, and 
the fear of new is the first step to seeing who you are. Whether 
you’re on your journey of self-discovery at 15 or 51, I’ve realized 
we owe it to ourselves to live our truth and I hope you live yours 
in its truest form.

where else can such things be required?”
 •“A teacher who does not read has to be a bad teacher. She’s re-
duced her job to a mechanical function, by not renewing herself 
spiritually.”
 •“Everything can be expressed so long as it’s presented properly. 
Even the harshest reprimand can be made without humiliating or 
poisoning a soul.”
 •“It’s an intolerable breach of instruction to teach facts without 
teaching how to learn.”
 •“The fingers of a potter should be firm and soft and loving, all at 
the same time.”
 •“It’s vital to consider the school not only as one person’s house, 
but as everyone’s house.”
 Educators, school boards, and communities nationwide routinely 
say they want all children to have a quality education but too often 
do not make the uncomfortable and unpopular decisions that make 
this possible and persist over the long haul. It is time for all public 
schools and public school systems to become equitable, child-fo-
cused institutions that serve all children with love, respect, compe-
tence, high expectations, and committed leadership. Educating all of 
our children can be done if love and commitment to children guide 
our actions.
 I thank all educators who are devoting themselves to preparing 
and inspiring the next generation, and I urge many more young 
people—especially young people of color and males, like many of 
the college-aged servant-leaders who teach in Children’s Defense 
Fund Freedom Schools® programs—to consider the noble calling of 
teacher as a life choice. It will make such a difference in the lives of 
countless children left behind and to the future of America.

now, so the shoulds and coulds and oughts I don’t mind hearings but 
I don’t have to acquiesce. Manmade rules don’t often fit with Christi-
anity but it appears that we often attempt to fit them in there some-
where, so it’s worthy of us being aware.
 A central teaching of Christianity for me is that we treat others 
with equality and respect no matter what. For example, if a person 
who comes into a meeting is obviously mentally ill the goal might be 
to sit him down and keep him quiet or get him out as soon as possible 
but if this same person comes into a Sunday School class, the goal 
would be to welcome them, allow him to be a part of the class not 
just as a visitor or someone we tolerate, but someone like other class 
member who we allow to speak and try to understand. This doesn’t 
mean that he can be disruptive just as another class member could 
not be, but our goal is to include. That’s why I like Christianity. It’s 
so much more than a label, it also challenges you to think outside 
the box and grow to higher understanding. I like that Jesus’ minis-
try walked with and through experiences with people and not just 
beside them, in front of them or behind them. There is a “with-ness’’ 
to Christianity and knowing higher truths than his disciples he dem-
onstrated ignoring the rules and instead went to the well and talked 
to the Samaritan woman. When he went past the “woman caught in 
adultery,’’ he entered the fray and writing truth in the sand, he al-
lowed the “stoning men’’ to look at themselves and he stayed and 
taught the woman, inviting, not judging or commanding.
 Oh, there are so many other reasons I believe but the summation 
of it all is that it invites me to live my life toward better understand-
ing through what comes into my experience to teach me to go higher. 
That is in contrast to following the leader or the crowd. It’s believing 
that we and our lives have purpose and a plan and living what can be 
an adventure or a vacation or a class in Life 101.

kid with a smile on his face. A kid who suddenly saw the possibilities 
for achievement, despite a crowd of mostly White faces who maybe 
saw the future of sports in America—and didn’t like what they saw.”
 Abdul-Jabbar would join Russell in what became to be known as the 
Cleveland Summit of 1967—a meeting of the nation’s top Black ath-
letes regarding Muhammad Ali’s refusal to be drafted into the Army. 
After subjecting Ali to tough questioning about his motives and be-
liefs, the group decided to back his decision. Russell later told Sports 
Illustrated, “I envy Muhammad Ali. He faces a possible five years in 
jail and he has been stripped of his heavyweight championship, but 
I still envy him. He has something I have never been able to attain 
and something very few people I know possess. He has an absolute 
and sincere faith. I’m not worried about Muhammad Ali. He is better 
equipped than anyone I know to withstand the trials in store for him. 
What I’m worried about is the rest of us.”
 Any serious debate about the greatest NBA player of all time surely 
would cite Russell’s record 11 championship rings and his unrivaled 
defensive stats. But what made Russell the GOAT, to quote Washing-
ton Post sports columnist Thomas Boswell, “was ferocious, indomi-
table seriousness of purpose, wedded to elite intelligence… His pres-
ence, his competitive menace, his fearless, reckless abandon in midair 
and his desire to glare into the opponent’s psyche and break some 
crucial gear made him exhilarate and frightening to watch.”
 Russell never put his love for the game above the fight for dignity 
and racial justice. In his final years, he was heartened by the wave of 
Black Lives Matter protests that swept the nation. As we mourn his 
passing, we share his unflagging hope that that these kinds of strange 
days are forever behind us, and that real, lasting change will finally be 
realized.  

AFRICAN AMERICANS, HATE CRIMES AND MONEY
By John E. Warren

Publisher The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint

 Recently, the California Department of Justice released a report 
which showed that African-Americans are the greatest victims of 
hate crimes in the state. This is not surprising since we have always 
been the victims of hate crimes, with law enforcement seeking to 
underreport for fear of looking bad. At the writing of this editorial, 
there are more than 42 active investigations of shootings by law en-
forcement personnel in the State of California. This fact came to 
light recently as the San Bernardino Police Department attempted to 
avoid an investigation of the shooting of Rob Adams, who was shot 7 
times in the back on July 16th.
 The reason for shooting this Black man while he was running 
away from police was because they thought he had a gun in his hand 
instead of the cell phone on which he was talking to his mother at 
the time he was shot. He was a Black man reported by a call to the 
police, in an area where there was supposedly a lot of gambling. The 
police, for their own sake, contend he had a gun instead of the cell 
phone.
 Question: How many Black men have been killed so far by police 
because they had a cell phone in their hands, which police assumed 
was a gun? We can count at least three: one here in San Diego county 
shot in broad daylight because of a cell phone in his hand, one killed 
in another state standing outside his garage with a cell phone in his 
hands that police thought was a gun. Now, Mr. Adams, who we are 
sure is just one more. Oh, let’s not forget the young man in Minne-
sota who was shot in his car by an officer who thought she was reach-
ing for her Taser instead of her gun.
 Now that everyone is aware of just how great Hate Crimes are 
against African-Americans, are we going to be treated like the Asian 
community following what we clearly called a hate crime massacre 
at the Massage Spas in Atlanta, Georgia, or, to be more specific, 
here in California where hundreds of thousands of dollars have been 
made available for grants to fight hate crimes, primarily in the Asian 
communities? While some Black media outlets received some of the 
funding, where is the similar grant allocation budget to fight hate 
crimes in the African-American community beyond the State Attor-
ney General announcing the creation of an office with a Black man 
over it, in response to this crisis?
 Where is the money which makes the same level of commitment to 
the Black community that the state has made to the Asian Commu-
nity? A public relations campaign without the dollars to match what 
has been done for the Asian community, is just window dressing.

A PACIFIST EVEN IN THE TAX WAR
By Joel Schlosberg

William Lloyd Garrison Center

 That today’s culture wars lack a convenient place to pigeonhole 
Tom Cornell, whose seven decades of activism in the Catholic Work-
er movement continued until his passing on August 1, shows their 
limitations rather than his.
 In a 2002 profile, Andrew Blackman noted that Cornell “shares 
common beliefs with liberals and neo-conservatives, communists 
and cardinals, and he harshly criticizes all of them.” Cornell was 
the sort of radical for social justice who told liberals that radicalism 
didn’t mean being “liberal but more so,” since his analysis of the ills 
of war and poverty traced them to fundamentally “different premis-
es.” He wasn’t any more accommodating to those who professed his 
anti-abortion position but who seemed to be only “concerned about 
people... until they’re born.”
 Cornell’s means were just as distinct from partisan politics on ei-
ther side. In a 2014 interview with Commonweal, he explained: “In 
the Bible we read, ‘I was hungry and you fed me.’ It does not say, ‘I 
was hungry and you formed a committee!’ Our thing is just getting 
down and doing it.”
 Cornell’s opposition to the wars in Vietnam and Iraq drew and built 
on a tradition of Catholic Worker pacifism going back to Ammon 
Hennacy’s noncompliance with the draft during World War I (Hen-
nacy was the sort of labor comrade Dorothy Day could dub “a paci-
fist even in the class war”). Cornell was instrumental in legitimizing 
pacifism as an alternative to just war theology and ensuring, as Karl 
Hess observed at the American bicentennial, “that when for reasons 
of conscience, people refuse to kill, they are often exempted from 
active military duty.”
 If, as Hess added, “there are no exemptions for people who, for 
reasons of conscience, refuse to financially support the bureaucracy 
that actually does the killing” (since “the state takes money more 
seriously than life”), that was not for Cornell’s lack of trying. A 1967 
petition cosigned by Cornell vouched that living below the minimum 
income tax threshold was morally preferable to funding the “poison-
ing of food crops, blasting of villages, napalming and killing of thou-
sands upon thousands of people.”
 Raising that income tax threshold would allow more workers of 
all belief systems to follow Cornell’s example. Meanwhile, the sort 
of voluntary community organizing pioneered by Cornell and other 
Catholic Workers to deal directly with social problems could make 
up for any ensuing budget shortfalls for the functions of the state 
that aren’t deadly.
 New Yorker Joel Schlosberg is a senior news analyst at The Wil-
liam Lloyd Garrison Center for Libertarian Advocacy Journalism.

HYPOCRISIES AND SUCCESSES AT UN MEETING TO BAN 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

By John LaForge
NukeWatch

 The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons has been rati-
fied by 65 governments, known in diplomatic circles as States Par-
ties. The treaty’s first Meeting of States Parties (1MSP) concluded 
here June 23, after painstakingly working out—in the words of the 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons—“a blueprint 
for the end of nuclear weapons.” The new Treaty is the extraordi-
nary, crowning achievement of ICAN, which won the 2017 Nobel 
Peace Prize for its efforts.
 At 1MSP, The Netherlands, Belgium and Germany—all three of 
whom use U.S. nuclear weapons on their air force bases—participat-
ed as Observer States. The three have not ratified the TPNW, having 
acquiesced with a string of U.S. administrations—Obama’s, Trump’s, 
and Biden’s—that conspired at every opportunity to derail, prevent, 
delay, weaken, and boycott the new ban—in spite of broad public 
support for nuclear disarmament. Mr. Trump demanded that States 
Parties withdraw their ratifications. None did. Biden’s White House 
reportedly urged Japan not to attend the 1MSP as an Observer, and 
they stayed away.
 German and Dutch representatives took their turn and spoke to 
the MSP on June 22, but both NATO members used exactly the same 
words to note their government’s explicit disapproval of the TPNW, 
and to voice their supposed support for the 1970 Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty. Both representatives said their governments “will not 
accede to” the nuclear ban treaty “because the TPNW is inconsistent 
with NATO doctrine.” 
 The hypocrisy in German and Dutch opposition is that their “shar-
ing” of U.S. nuclear weapons, while consistent with “NATO doctrine” 
is totally inconsistent with their hallowed Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). In fact, their 50-year-long dismissal of the NPT’s binding 
(Art. VI) obligation to begin negotiations leading to nuclear disarma-
ment “at an early date” is also completely inconsistent with their 
feigned support for the NPT.
 As German Representative Rüdiger Bohn said June 22, NATO 
“doctrine” includes the doleful edict, “As long as nuclear weapons 
exist, NATO will remain a nuclear Alliance.” This embrace of geno-
cidal atomic violence is not an Article of the 1949 North Atlantic 
Treaty or NATO Charter. It was manufactured entirely by its nu-
clear-armed members, and there is no legal obligation for NATO to 
remain a nuclear-armed terrorist organization.
 NATO “doctrine” is fluid, strictly advisory, and accepted volun-
tarily by its members. Even the NATO Charter’s famous Article 5, 
regarding collective response to a military attack on a member state, 
declares only that the NATO membership “will assist the Party or 
Parties so attacked by taking... such action as it deems necessary.”
 In comparison, the Non-Proliferation Treaty is binding interna-
tional law and includes explicit, unambiguous prohibitions and clear, 
binding obligations. NATO’s ongoing planning, preparations and ev-
er-present threat to launch nuclear attacks (known as “deterrence”), 
is simply a ritualized practice which can be ended at any time—say 
by complying with the NPT’s Articles I and II which prohibit any 
transfer or reception of nuclear weapons between states, or its Ar-
ticle VI pledge to negotiate nuclear disarmament. Indeed, it is the 
50-year-long postponement, or rejection of Art. VI that has prompted 
and propelled the overwhelming success of the new TPNW.
 What might have been a week-long celebration of the TPNW’s 
progress in seeking a world free of nuclear threats, was dimmed by 
Russia’s ongoing war on Ukraine. It was the war’s spoken and unspo-
ken reminders of ready nuclear arsenals in Russia and NATO that 
moved the MSP to say, in its final Declaration, that it “condemn[s] 
unequivocally any and all nuclear threats, whether they be explicit 
or implicit and irrespective of the circumstances.”
 The Declaration castigates nuclear weapons and echoes Daniel 
Ellsberg’s 1959 essay “The Threat and Practice of Blackmail,” not-
ing that the Bomb is used to coerce, intimidate, plague, curse, and 
terrify. “This highlights, now more than ever, the fallacy of nuclear 
deterrence doctrines, which are based and rely on the threat of the 
actual use of nuclear weapons and, hence, the risks of the destruc-
tion of countless lives, of societies, of nations, and of inflicting global 
catastrophic consequences.”
 The Parties agreed to push ahead with resolve to eventually see 
the nuclear weapons states sign on, saying “In the face of the cata-
strophic risks posed by nuclear weapons and in the interest of the 
very survival of humanity, we cannot do otherwise.”
 John LaForge is Co-director of Nukewatch, a peace and environ-
mental justice group in Wisconsin, and is co-editor with Arianne Pe-
terson of Nuclear Heartland, Revised: A Guide to the 450 Land-Based 
Missiles of the United States.
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DURHAM COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

 The unders igned,  Cynth ia 
Browning Register, having duly 
qualified as Executrix of the 
Estate of Peggy Ann Vaughan, 
deceased, late of Durham County, 
North Carolina, hereby notifies all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against the Estate to 
present them to the undersigned in 
care of Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney 
for the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile 
Drive, Suite 205, Durham, North 
Carolina 27705, on or before 
October 21, 2022 or it will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All 
persons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the Estate will please 
make immediate payment.
 This the 21st day of July, 2022.
Cynthia Browning Register,
Executrix 
C/O Ronald G. Coulter 
Attorney at Law 
3400 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
July 21, 28, August 4, 11, 2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000934
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Edwin Randall Strickland, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 21st day 
of October 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 21st day of July, 2022. 
Wendi Strickland Austin
Executor 
2716 Anthony Court
Creedmoor, NC 27522
7/21,7/28 ,8/4 and 8/11/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 The undersigned, Peter Brandon 
Reintjes, having duly qualified as 
Administrator of the Estate of Lea 
Francine Freeman, deceased, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notifies all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present them 
to the undersigned in care of 
Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney for 
the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Drive, 
Suite 205, Durham, North Carolina 
27705, on or before October 28, 
2022 or it will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
 This the 28 day of July, 2022.
Peter Brandon Reintjes 
Administrator 
C/O Ronald G. Coulter 
Attorney at Law 
3400 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
July 28, August 4, 11, 18, 2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000941
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Barbara Poole Barham, 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 28th day of October 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 28th day of July, 2022. 
Melissa Barham Myers
Administrator
306 Pleasant Dr
Durham, NC 27703
7/28,8/4,8/11  and 8/18/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 22 E 805

 Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of William Michael 
Guilfoyle, Jr. of Durham County, 

North Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
28th day of October, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.  
 This is the 28th day of July, 2022.
Eleanor T. Hanson 
Executrix 
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs
4 Consultant Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
7-28, 8-4, 8-11 & 8-18, 2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 The undersigned, Irma Tuulikki 
Isojarvi, having duly qualified as 
Administratrix of the Estate of 
Jouko Ilkka Isojarvi, deceased, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notifies all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present them 
to the undersigned in care of 
Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney for 
the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Drive, 
Suite 205, Durham, North Carolina 
27705, on or before October 28, 
2022 or it will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
 This the 28st day of July, 2022.
Irma Tuulikki Isojarvi 
Administratrix
C/O Ronald G. Coulter 
Attorney at Law 
3400 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
July 28, August 4, 11, 18, 2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 22 E 951

 Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of Susan Maxwell Sauls 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
the undersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the estate 
of said decedent to exhibit them 
to the undersigned on or before 
the 4th day of November, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned. 
  This is the 4th day of August, 
2022.
Joseph Maxwell Lodwell 
Executor 
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs
4 Consultant Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
8-4, 8-11, 8-18 & 8-25, 2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000642
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Mary F Fletcher, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 4th day of 
November 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 4th day of August, 2022. 
Lynne F Williams
Executor
111 Beechwood Drive
Youngsville, NC 27596
8/4,8/11,8/18  and 8/25/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000993
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Emily Louise Dashner, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 4th day of 
November 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 4th day of August, 2022. 
Roger J Dashner
Executor
907 Toxaway Dr

Hendersonville, NC 28791
8/4,8/11,8/18  and 8/25/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 896
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of James Benjamin Horton, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 4th day of 
November 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 4th day of August, 2022. 
Lessie Meadows-Horton
Executor
4202 Pin Oak Dr
Durham, NC 27707
8/4,8/11,8/18  and 8/25/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of VASILY GONCHAROV, 
deceased of Durham County, N.C. 
On the third day of August, 2020, 
the undersigned does hereby 
notify All persons, firms, and  
corporations having claims against 
said estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the office of 
the attorney for the Estate on or 
before the 12th day of November, 
2022 or this notice will be pled in 
bar of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
 This the 4th day of August, 2022.
CALVIN PLEASANTS
Executor 
c/o Leslie O. Wickham Jr.
Attorney At Law
3310 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 500
Durham, N.C. 27705
8/4,8/11,8/18  and 8/25/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001010
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Brenda Y. Crenshaw, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 12th day 
of November 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 11th day of August, 
2022. 
Cynthia Crenshaw
Executor
5850 Westower Drive Apt G
Richmond, VA 23225
8/11,8/18,8/25 and 9/1/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
FILE NO 21 E 851

 Linda Winston Prather died on 
01/13/2021 in Durham County, 
NC Court file 21E851. All persons, 
firms or corporations indebted 
to Linda Winston Prather will 
please make immediate payment. 
Those having claims against Linda 
Winston Prather are to present 
them before 11/16/22 or this Notice 
may be pleaded to bar the claim. 
 Claims may be sent to William G. 
Harriss, Attorney for the estate at 
Arges Law Firm 
3200 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 706 
Durham, NC 27705 
Diane Adamson 
Administrator
8/11/22, 8/18/22, 8/25/22, 9/01/22
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001002
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Phelena Mebane Hughes, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 12th day 
of November 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 

payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 11th day of August, 
2022. 
Omega L Mebane
Executor
13123 Asheford Woods Lane
Charlotte, NC 28278
8/11,8/18,8/25 and 9/1/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY
In The General Court Of Justice

District Court Division
File Number 22-CVD-686
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
To: JOHN DOE,

Defendant.
 Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action.  The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
for child custody.  You are required 
to make defense to such pleading 
no later than September 20th, 2022 
said date being at least forty (40) 
days from the first publication of 
this Notice, and upon your failure 
to do so, the Plaintiff, MARTINA 
EUNICE PEREZ ROBLERO, will 
apply to the court for the relief 
sought. 
 This, the 11th day of August, 
2022.  
Aneta Paval, Esq. 
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M  
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
8/11,8/18, and 8/25
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 944
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Julianna Accius, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 12th day 
of November 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 11th day of August, 
2022. 
Calcy Accius
Administrator
1050 Audace Ave, Unit 102
Boynton Beach, FL 33426
8/11,8/18,8/25 and 9/1/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 The undersigned, Rhonda K. 
Barnes and Loftin W. Barnes, 
Jr., having duly qualified as Co-
Executors of the Estate of Irene 
Robbins Barnes, deceased, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the Estate to present them 
to the undersigned in care of 
Ronald G. Coulter, Attorney for 
the Estate, 3400 Croasdaile Drive, 
Suite 205, Durham, North Carolina 
27705, on or before November 11, 
2022 or it will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms 
and corporations indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment.
 This 11th day of August, 2022.
Rhonda K. Barnes/Loft in W. 
Barnes, Jr., 
Co-Executors
C/O Ronald G. Coulter 
Attorney at Law 
3400 Croasdaile Drive 
Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705
1-919-246-5775
August 11, 18, 25 and Sept 1, 2022
NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY 
In The General Court Of Justice 

Superior Court Division
21 SP 861

Statutes § 28A-22-3 & § 1A-1 
Rule 4

 In the Matter of 
Diane Adamson, Administrator 
of the Estate of Linda Winston 
Prather, Deceased (estate File No. 
21 E 851, Durham County) 

v.
Tammy Speed; Grace Russom; 
John R. Prather; Carl Prather; 
Philip Prather; Gayle Johnson; 
Martha Mooseman; Jim Prather; 
Tommy Prather; Elaine Burden; Joe 
Prather; Jane Isbel; Shirley Prather 
Crews; Steven Caruthers; Juli Wil-
liams; Debbie Alexander; Christy 
Curtis; Kathy Hansford; Robert 
McKnight; Jackie Perez; The Estate 
of Beverly Kay Blanton Key, de-
ceased, a/k/a Brevia Kay Blanton 
Key; Brenda Blanton Moss; Spen-
cer L. Woods Jr.; Pat Green Gos-

WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

File Number 2022 E 002383
 Having qualified as Executrix 
of the Estate of Barbara Faison 
Ndyalvan of Wake County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said decedent 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
October, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons, firms, corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 
please make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
 This is the 21st day of July, 2022.
Ewunike Titi Sekou Faison Brown 
Hawkins 
Executrix
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs
4 Consultant Place
Durham, NC 27707
7-21, 7-28, 8-4 & 8-11, 2022 
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2019 E 000339
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Geneva Byrd, late of Wake 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 28th day 
of October 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 28th day of July, 2022. 
Ruth Odessa Byrd

tanian; Anita Green Brower; Jarrell 
(Keith) Green; Attorney Catherine 
L. Wilson for Brianne Jones Wil-
liams, Richard Lynn Jones, Brittney 
Hart Dillon, Brian Steven Jones; 
Attorney Thomas J. Neagle for 
Kemp and Associates Inc.; Lei-
mome Peters Cheeks; Leimome 
Peters Cheeks as Agent under POA 
for Lani H. Peters; The Unknown 
Heirs of the Estate of Beverly Kay 
Blanton Key, deceased, a/k/a Bre-
via Kay Blanton Key; Estates of 
Post Deceased Heirs, Known and 
Unknown; Guardians and Agents 
of Unknown Heirs;  Unknown 
Unnamed Heirs at Law of Linda 
Winston Prather Deceased, if any; 
whose whereabouts, names and 
locations are unknown, whether In 
Esse; or En Ventra Sa Mere, com-
petent or incompetent, adult or 
minor, and who have or may have 
any interest in the Estate of Linda 
Winston Prather, Deceased; 

Respondents. 
NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 

PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 
TO BE PUBLISHED IN 

DURHAM COUNTY TO: ALL 
PERSONS WHO MAY HAVE AN 
INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
LINDA WINSTON PRATHER, 

DECEASED.   
 TAKE NOTICE that a Special 
Proceeding against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action 
with the DURHAM County Clerk of 
Court pursuant to N.C.G.S. § 28A-
22-3. 
 The nature of the relief being 
sought is for the purpose of finally 
determining accurately the identity 
of the heirs-at-law of Linda Win-
ston Prather; deceased; and to 
have an Order entered determining 
the identity and interest of each 
heir-at-law.
 You are required to identify 
yourself as a person with an inter-
est in the Estate of Linda Winston 
Prather by September 23, 2022 by 
(i) entering your appearance in this 
proceeding by filing your Notice of 
Appearance in the above-entitled 
action with the Clerk of Supe-
rior Court; Durham County Spe-
cial Proceedings, Durham County 
—Estates, 510 South Dillard St, 
Durham, NC 27701; and/or (ii) as-
serting your claim in writing to the 
undersigned by September 23, 
2022.
 Failure to appear will subject and 
bind you to such orders as may be 
entered in this matter.
 This the 11th day of August; 
2022.
Diane Adamson
Administrator of the Estate of Linda 
Winston Prather; c/o William Har-
riss Esq., NC Bar No: 1943; 
Of Counsel, Arges Law Firm
3200 Croasdaile Drive, Suite 706
Durham, NC 27705 
8/11, 18, 25/22.

Executor
1200 Armstrong Circle
Raleigh, NC 27610
7/28,8/4,8/11  and 8/18/2022 NO-
TICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS 
BY PUBLICATION
NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WAKE
In the General Court of Justice

District Court Division
File No: 22 CVD 9560 

[CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDING]
JUDITH BAITY & JEREMY SAND-
ERS, 
Plaintiffs 

v. 
CARRIE BRANHAM & UNKNOWN 
FATHER,

 Defendants.
 To the Unknown Father of a male 
child born to Carrie Branham on 
8/20/2018, in Wake County, NC. 
 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action 
and a hearing date of September 
26, 2022, has been established. 
The nature of the relief sought 
against you is an award of perma-
nent legal custody of the afore-
mentioned child to Plaintiffs.
 You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading with the 
Wake County Clerk of Court no 
later than September 20, 2021, 
said date being forty (40) days from 
the first publication of this notice. 
Upon your failure to do so, Plain-
tiffs will appear on September 26, 
2022, in Wake County Family Court 
to apply for the relief sought.
 This, the 11th day of August, 
2022.
Katherine S. Moye
JusticeMatters, Inc.
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
P.O. Box 58058 
Raleigh, NC, 27658 
919/794-7511, Ext. 9.
August 11, 18 and 25,2022.

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF WAKE
In the General Court of Justice

District Court Division
File No: 22 CVD 9559 

[CHILD CUSTODY PROCEEDING]
DEECEE McHOSE & DOUGLAS 
McHOSE, 
Plaintiffs 

v. 
BRITTANY McHOSE & UNKNOWN 
FATHER,

 Defendants.
 To the Unknown Father of a fe-
male child born to Brittany McHose 
on 10/24/2021, in Orange County, 
NC. 
 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has been 
filed in the above-entitled action 
and a hearing date of September 
26, 2022, has been established. 
The nature of the relief sought 
against you is an award of perma-
nent legal custody of the afore-
mentioned child to Plaintiffs.
 You are required to make de-
fense to such pleading with the 
Wake County Clerk of Court no 
later than September 20, 2021, 
said date being forty (40) days from 
the first publication of this notice. 
Upon your failure to do so, Plain-
tiffs will appear on September 26, 
2022, in Wake County Family Court 
to apply for the relief sought.
 This, the 11th day of August, 
2022.
Katherine S. Moye
JusticeMatters, Inc.
Attorney for Plaintiffs 
P.O. Box 58058 
Raleigh, NC, 27658 
919/794-7511, Ext. 9.
August 11, 18 and 25,2022.

Thank 
You For 

82 Years 
Of Trust
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR  ESTEY HALL HVAC REPLACEMENT 

PROJECT
Shaw University is seeking proposals from qualified firms to 
provide services and equipment for the replacement of HVAC 
units at Estey Hall, located on the campus of Shaw University 
in Raleigh, NC.

Firms that are interested in providing the requested equip-
ment and services to Shaw University are invited to review 
the RFP and submit a Proposal Form, in electronic form only.

Please find the RFP and the Proposal Form on our website at 
https://www.shawu.edu/real-estate-strategic-development/
rfp/.

Each firm is solely responsible for the timely delivery of its 
Proposal Form. All Proposal Forms must be delivered by 3:00 
pm local time on August 17th, 2022. No Proposal Forms will 
be accepted after this deadline. Firms accept all risk of late 
delivery regardless of fault.

Shaw University reserves the right to accept or reject any 
and/or all submittals, to waive informalities, and to award the 
contract as deemed in the best interest of the project or the 
University.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed proposals will be received until 2:00 PM on August 
30, 2022, in NCDPS Central Engineering, 2020 Yonkers Road, 
Raleigh, NC 27699, Door 4, for the construction of Greene 
C.I. Roofing Repairs SCO IS 21-22996-01A at which time 
and place bids will be opened and read. If a bidder elects to 
mail their bid, we strongly urge that the bid be mailed to en-
sure receipt at our mailing address 48 hours prior to the bid 
opening to ensure receipt prior to the designated bid open-
ing date and time.

Complete plans and specifications for this project can be 
obtained from Rebecca Cunningham, Phone:  919-324-1265, 
email:  rebecca.cunningham@ncdps.gov, 2020 Yonkers 
Road, Raleigh, NC 27699, Door 4 during normal office hours 
after June 13, 2022.

A mandatory pre-bid meeting (if not previously attended) will 
be held at 11:00am on August 15, 2022 at the project site 
at Greene Correctional Institution, located at 2699 NC Hwy 
903, Maury, NC 28554. Additional details noted in the Notice 
to Bidders.

The state reserves the unqualified right to reject any and all 
proposals.

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE subcontractors and suppliers for 
the following projects that bid for NCDOT:

Bid Date: 08/18/2022 at 2:00 PM 
Project: Replace Bridge #104 Over Middle Swamp in 

Brunswick County (Division 3)

Plans and specifications are available for inspection at the 
following locations:  TA Loving Company, NC DOT Division of-
fice.  

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, asphalt paving, striping, traffic control, earthwork, erosion 
control, seeding, sodding, linework, and directional drilling.

Please contact Justin E. Hill at our office as soon as possible 
if you are interested in submitting a proposal on any portion(s) 
of this project.  Quotes may be emailed to Justin E. Hill—je-
hill@taloving.com. All quotations will be accepted up to bid 
closing time on bid date. Our address, phone number, and fax 
number is as follows.  

T. A. Loving Company PO Box 919  Goldsboro, NC 27533 
919-734-8400 (phone) 919-736-2148 (fax).

TA Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

D/M/WBE 
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUPPLIERS WANTED

T.A. Loving Company (NC General Contractor License No. 
325) is seeking certified DBE subcontractors and suppliers 
for the following projects that bid for NCDOT:

Bid Date: 08/18/2022 at 2:00 PM 
Project: NC-24 Living Shoreline Between Swansboro 

and Cedar Point in Onslow County (Division 3)

Plans and specifications are available for inspection at the 
following locations:  TA Loving Company, NC DOT Division 
office.  

Potential subcontracting opportunities include but are not 
limited to surveying, demolition, clearing and grubbing, haul-
ing, striping, traffic control, earthwork, erosion control, seed-
ing, sodding, and landscaping.

Please contact Justin E. Hill at our office as soon as pos-
sible if you are interested in submitting a proposal on any 
portion(s) of this project.  Quotes may be emailed to Justin 
E. Hill—jehill@taloving.com. All quotations will be accepted 
up to bid closing time on bid date. Our address, phone num-
ber, and fax number is as follows.  

T. A. Loving Company PO Box 919  Goldsboro, NC 27533 
919-734-8400 (phone) 919-736-2148 (fax).

TA Loving Company is an Equal Opportunity Employer

WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS
for the following job:

NCDOT Division Four Letting
DD00376   Wayne Co.   Bid Date:  Aug 23rd 

These projects may involve some or all of the following 
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and grub, 
trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete, fence 
and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities, sig-
nals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.  Bids 

can be emailed to stw.quotes@stwcorp.com

Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,
Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the 

bid date.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d to 2000d-4) and the 
Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirma-
tively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to the 
advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be 
afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for 
an award.  In accordance with other related nondiscrimina-
tion authorities, bidders and contractors will also not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-
income level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in 
consideration for an award.

ClassifiedsClassifieds

Comics

CAR LIENS

NORTH CAROLINA
NASH COUNTY
In The General Court Of Justice
District Court Division—Small 

Claims
File No. 22CVM1405

COMPLAINT TO ENFORCE 
POSSESSORY LIEN ON MOTOR 

VEHICLE
CJ’s Auto
c/o PO Box 48662 Raleigh, NC 27620
4311 Iayola Avenue Rocky Mount, 
NC 27804
vs.
Unknown Owner,

 TO: Unknown Owner
 TAKE NOTICE the petitioner 
has filed with the clerk a petition 
in proper form indicating that 
the petitioner has a valid lien 
against a 1996 Dodge, ID No. 
2B6HB21Y9TK190000, and that 
the petitioner shall have the right to 
sell to the highest bidder the motor 
vehicle listed on xxxxxxx at the 
Nashville Courthouse, at 8:30 a.m. 
You are required to make a defense 
to such pleading before such date 
and time.
 This the 4th day of August, 2022.
Gabriel Rivera
C.J. White
4311 Iayola Avenue
Rocky Mount, NC 27804
8/4,11,18/22
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This HBCU 
Talent Is
Bringing That 
Energy To
Discover The 
Unexpected
2022

ANTONIO ANDREWS II
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

RAZA EL
Tuskegee
University

— 
CHEVROLET

CORPORATE FELLOW

JEVON JAMESWHITE 
Howard

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

ASHLEY MCJUNKIN  
Texas Southern 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

JVONTE ‘JAY’ MORRIS  
Prairie View A&M 

University
— 

CHEVROLET
CORPORATE FELLOW

MENRA MAPFUMO
Clark Atlanta

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

ASIA ALEXANDER 
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

FREDERICK HARRELL 
Grambling State 

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

DERRELL GREEN  
Morehouse

College
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEYHA WILLIAMS  
Howard

University
— 

NNPA FELLOW

LEALER SIMS  
Southern
University

— 
NNPA FELLOW

FOLLOW THE DTU FELLOWSHIP STUDENTS ON THEIR JOURNEY!
chevydtuverse.com

#ChevroletDTU

CHEVROLET & THE NNPA
ARE CHARGING FORWARD
WITH YOUNG TALENT!


