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 COLUMBUS, Ohio (WCMH) — 
Ohio comedian Dave Chappelle 
has reportedly purchased more 
property in his hometown of Yel-
low Springs from a group that 
sought to build a housing devel-
opment on the land.
 A recent article on YSNEWS.
com, the online edition of the 
Yellow Springs News, noted that 
Carla Sims, Chappelle’s publicist, 
confirmed the actor acquired at 
least a portion of the land from 
the Miamisburg-based Oberer 
Land Developers Ltd. The ar-
ticle also states that “the Greene 
County Auditor’s Geographic 
Information Systems website 
confirms that at least 19 acres 
of land previously part of Ober-
er’s development plans are now 
linked to Iron Table Holdings 
LLC, which is owned by Chap-
pelle.”
 According to the article, the 
auditor’s website indicates that 
Oberer originally purchased 15 
parcels, totaling 52 acres, in No-
vember 2020 for $1,715,000.
 The company’s first plan was 
to build a residential neighbor-
hood with around 140 single-

family homes and then sought to 
rezone the land to allow for town-
homes and duplexes. The pro-
posed rezoning would have also 
included a donation of an acre 
back to the village for affordable 
housing.
 In February 2022, Chappelle 
came under criticism after 
a video of him speaking out 
against the proposed housing 
project at a Yellow Springs Vil-
lage Council meeting was circu-
lated online.
 “I do have many business in-
terests in town. I’ve invested 
millions of dollars in town. If you 
push this thing through, what 
I’m investing is no longer appli-
cable,” he said in the video.
 However, the Netflix star was 
not alone in his disdain for Ober-
er’s plans. Details of the rezoning 
meeting where the planned unit 
development was voted down 
revealed many of the come-
dian’s neighbors had concerns 
about the project. Some of those 
opposed challenged the actual 
affordability of the proposed 
dwellings.
 “The community I know has 

been slowly priced out,” said 
village resident Jonny Dread. 
“I think we have enough intel-
ligence among us; we can do bet-
ter.”
 Chappelle,  through Sims, 
quickly responded to the national 
controversy by issuing a state-
ment to CNN that read in part: 
“Dave Chappelle didn’t kill af-
fordable housing. Concerned res-
idents and a responding Village 
Council ‘killed’ a half-baked plan 
which never actually offered af-
fordable housing.”
 Sims also wrote in the CNN 
statement, “Neither Dave nor 
his neighbors are against afford-
able housing, however, they are 
against the poorly vetted, cookie-
cutter, sprawl-style development 
deal which has little regard for 
the community, culture and in-
frastructure of the Village.”
 In April 2022, Village Man-
ager Josué Salmerón, revealed 
the sale of the land at a Yellow 
Springs Development Corpora-
tion meeting and added, “There 
is no indication currently that 
the [Oberer] project is moving 
forward.”

Chappelle Saves The Village

By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 Apparently, the saying what goes 
around comes around is doing its 
due diligence in the case of Em-
mett Till’s murder. 
 Nearly 70 years later, a crew 
looking in the basement of a Mis-
sissippi courthouse for proof con-
cerning the lynching of Black teen-
ager Emmett Till has found the un-
served warrant charging Carolyn 
Bryant Donham in Till’s 1955 kid-
napping and murder. The Emmett 
Till Legacy Foundation along with 
two members of Till’s household, 
Cousin Deborah Watts, head of the 
Foundation; and her daughter, Teri 
Watts told sources that they need 
authorities to make use of the war-
rant to arrest Donham.
 “Serve it and charge her,” Teri 
Watts told the AP in an interview.
 On August 28, 1955, while visit-
ing family in Money, Miss., 14-year-
old Till entered the shop where 
Donham (21) worked. A Till rela-
tive who was there at the time, 
Wheeler Parker, told sources that 
Till only whistled at the lady. How-
ever, Donham testified in a court 
document that Till grabbed her and 
made a lewd remark. 
 Roy Bryant, the proprietor of the 
store and the woman’s husband, re-
turned from a business trip a few 
days later to learn how Emmett 
had allegedly spoken to his wife. 
Enraged, he went to the
home of Till’s great uncle, Mose 
Wright, with his half-brother J.W. 
Milam in the early morning hours 
of August 28.

Emmett Till’s Accuser’s Arrest 
Warrant Found 67 Years Later

 Once they had Emmett, both 
men instructed Till to carry a 
75-pound cotton gin fan to the bank 
of the Tallahatchie River and or-
dered him to take off his clothes. 
 The two men then beat him 
nearly to death, gouged out his eye, 
shot him in the head, and threw his 
body, tied to the cotton gin fan with 
barbed wire, into the river.
 Less than two weeks after Em-
mett’s body was buried, Milam and 
Bryant went on trial in a segre-
gated courthouse in Sumner, Miss. 
There were few witnesses besides 
Mose Wright, who positively iden-
tified the defendants as Emmett’s 
killers. 
 On September 23, the all-White 
jury deliberated for less than an 
hour before issuing a verdict of 
“not guilty,” explaining that they 
believed the state had failed to 
prove the identity of the body.
 Many people around the country 
were outraged by the decision and 
also by the state’s decision not to 
indict Milam and Bryant on the 
separate charge of kidnapping.
 When it came time for the arrest 
warrant to be issued, Donham was 
publicized at the time, however, the 
Leflore County sheriff advised re-
porters he didn’t wish to “bother” 
the girl since she had two younger 
youngsters to care for. 
 That being said, Donham, is now 
in her late 80s and living right here 
in Raleigh. She has yet to comment 
publicly on her prosecution.
 Leflore County Sheriff Ricky 
Banks provided a comment to mul-
tiple sources,
 “This is the first time I’ve known 

about a warrant,” said Banks, who 
was 7 years old when Till was 
killed, “Nothing was said about a 
warrant when a former district at-
torney investigated the case five or 
six years ago. I will see if I can get 
a copy of the warrant and get with 
the DA and get their opinion on it,” 
Banks said. 
 If the warrant can still be 
served, he would have to talk to 
law enforcement officers in the 
state where Donham resides.”
 Wake County District Attorney 
Lorrin Freeman also told sources, 
“We would certainly see that she 
is brought to justice.” If that is so, 
then both district attorneys
would need to cooperate in order to 
arrest Donham. 
 Freeman also encouraged Mis-
sissippi authorities to do their “due 
diligence” and find out why, ex-
actly, Donham wasn’t arrested all 
those years ago.
 Henceforth, if an arrest and trial 
were to happen, it’ll show that Don-
ham admitted to fabricating the 
accusations that led to Till’s death, 
telling a historian in 2017, “noth-
ing that boy did could ever justify 
what happened to him.”
 Community members took to 
social media Friday afternoon to 
express their opinions. One Ra-
leigh citizen stated that Donham is 
“ too old” to be arrested and that 
the DA should just leave her alone. 
That comment sparked a social 
media frenzy in which one person 
argued back, “Age does not matter, 
who cares that she’s too old to be 
arrested, Emmett was too young to 
lose his life over a lie.’’

RESTAURANTS CAN’T GET INSURANCE PAYOUTS FOR VIRUS
 RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Over a dozen North Carolina restaurants 
that closed during the coronavirus pandemic when government or-
ders restricted their services can’t be recompensed for those finan-
cial losses through their commercial insurance policies, the state 
Court of Appeals ruled on Tuesday.
The unanimous ruling by a three-judge panel reverses an October 
2020 decision by Superior Court Judge Orlando Hudson in Durham 
County. He declared the language in the restaurant owners’ poli-
cies provided coverage for lost business income and extra expenses 
when government orders limited the access to and use of their eat-
eries. Gov. Roy Cooper first issued a statewide order in March 2020 
limiting sales to carry-out and delivery services only. Most of the 
restaurants that sued were located in the Triangle area.
Court of Appeals Judge Chris Dillon, writing Tuesday’s opinion, said 
the panel agreed with the insurers who argued the governmental 
restrictions didn’t result in “direct physical loss or damage to the 
property” that are required for payouts. Dillon cited a 1997 state 
court ruling, as well as recent decisions by the 4th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals involving business interruptions caused by COVID-19 
orders.
The restaurants’ “desired definition of ‘physical loss’ as a general 
‘loss of use’ is not supported by our case law or the unambiguous lan-
guage in the policies,” the opinion reads. Judges Toby Hampson and 
April Wood joined in Tuesday’s decision. Since the ruling was unani-
mous, the state Supreme Court wouldn’t be obligated to hear the case 
if the restaurant owners sought an appeal.

   Over 200 runners from ages 5 to 80 converged upon St. Au-
gustine’s University  to take part in the first Saint Augustine’s 
University Youth Invitational held at the George Williams Ath-
letic Complex on July 2, 2022. 
    Hosted by new Track & Field Coach, and 400m dash Olym-
pic Medalist, Bershawn Jackson; athletes competed in these 
events:  100 meters, 200 meters, 400 meters, 800 meters, 3000 
meters, 200-meter hurdles, 400-meter hurdles, 4x100-meter re-
lay, 1500 meters, 80-meter hurdles, 100-meter hurdles, 110-me-
ter hurdles, long jump, high jump and shot put. 
   Coach Jackson is looking to host other meets in the future 
at the Complex and bring in well-known national Collegiate 
Track & Field programs to compete against the St. Augustine’s 
Falcons. 
See more photos on page 11

St. Augustine’s Youth Invitational

 The Black Collegiate Gaming 
Association (BCGA) kicked off 
its inaugural Corners to Colleges 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU) program 
this month. The program gives 
high school students a week 
of HBCU college prep gaming. 
While staying a week at HBCU 
campuses, the students work 
with esports college advisors in 
campus gaming and innovation 
labs.  Read more on page 3

HBCU GAME ON!

 Fourth of July celebrations 
took place across the country 
on Monday. For many, this was 
their first time out in a large 
crowd since COVID-19 disrupt-
ed our lives in early 2020. But 
this year’s celebration seemed 
like a different kind of indepen-
dence day. A day of fun with 
family, friends and neighbors. A 
day to  put down your stresses 
and pick up a hotdog.
See more photos on page 7

5 Surprising Facts About July 4th
By Woody Holton

Prof of History Univ. of S. Carolina

 The Declaration of Indepen-
dence was written by wealthy 
white men, but the impetus for 
independence came from or-
dinary Americans. Historian 
Pauline Maier discovered that by 
July 2, 1776, when the Continen-
tal Congress voted to separate 
from Britain, 90 provincial and 
local bodies – conventions, town 
meetings and even grand juries 
– had already issued their own 
declarations or instructed Con-
gress to.
 In Maryland, county conven-
tions demanded that the pro-
vincial convention tell Mary-
land’s congressmen to support 
independence. Pennsylvania as-

semblymen required their con-
gressional delegates to oppose 
independence – until Philadel-
phians gathered outside the State 
House, later named Indepen-
dence Hall, and threatened to 
overthrow the legislature, which 
then dropped this instruction.
 Like the U.S. Constitution, the 
final version of the Declaration 
never uses the word “slave.” 
But African Americans loomed 
large in the first draft, written by 
Thomas Jefferson.
 In that early draft, Jefferson’s 
single biggest grievance was 
that the mother country had 
first foisted enslaved Africans 
on white Americans and then at-
tempted to incite them against 
their patriot owners. In an objec-
tion to which he gave 168 words 

– three times as many as any 
other complaint – Jefferson said 
George III had encouraged en-
slaved Americans “to purchase 
that liberty of which he has de-
prived them, by murdering the 
people upon whom he also ob-
truded them.”
 Numerous other white South-
erners joined Jefferson in vent-
ing their rage at the mother 
country for, as one put it, “point-
ing a dagger to their Throats, 
thru the hands of their Slaves.”
 Britain really had forged an 
informal alliance with African 
Americans – but it was the slaves 
who initiated it. In November 
1774, James Madison became the 
first white American to report 
that slaves were plotting to take 
advantage of divisions between 
the colonies and the mother 
country to rebel and obtain their 
own freedom. Initially the Brit-
ish turned down African Ameri-
cans’ offer to fight for their king, 
but the slaves kept coming, and 
on November 15, 1775, Lord Dun-
more, the last British governor 
of Virginia, finally published an 
emancipation proclamation. It 
freed all rebel- (patriot-) owned 
slaves who could reach his lines 
and would fight to suppress the 
patriot rebellion.
 The Second Continental Con-
gress was talking about Dun-
more and other British officials 
when it claimed, in the final draft 
of the Declaration, that George 
III had “excited domestic in-
surrection amongst us.” That 
brief euphemism was all that re-
mained of Jefferson’s 168-word 
diatribe against the British for 
sending Africans to America and 
then inciting them to kill their 
owners. But no one missed its 
meaning.
 Britain’s king is the subject 
of 33 verbs in a declaration that 
never once says “Parliament.” 
But nine of Congress’ most 
pressing grievances actually 
were about parliamentary stat-
utes. And even British officials 
like those who cracked down on 
Colonial smuggling worked not 
for George III but for his Cabi-
net, which was in effect a crea-

(See FIVE FACTS, P. 2)

Fireworks, Family 
& Friends
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By Chante Russell
Special To The Carolinian

 On Saturday, June 25 President 
Biden signed into law the Bipar-
tisan Safer Communities Act, 
which many reports have called 
the most significant new federal 
legislation to address gun vio-
lence since the 1994 10-year ban 
on assault weapons.
 A group of 10 senators led by 
Thom Tillis (R-NC), Chris Mur-
phy (D-CT), Kyrsten Sinema (D-
AZ) and John Cornyn (R-TX) be-
gan working on the bill following 
mass shootings at Robb Elemen-
tary School in a predominantly 
Latino community in Uvalde, 
Texas on May 24 and a Buffalo, 
New York supermarket in a pre-
dominantly Black community on 
May 14.
 “God willing, it’s going to save 
a lot of lives,” said Biden at the 
White House after signing the 
bill.
 According to the Gun Violence 
Archive, there have been at least 
318 mass shootings in the U.S. in 
2022 as of this week. 27 of those 
shootings took place in schools, 
according to Education Week 
which has been tracking school 
shootings since 2018.
 Despite these numbers, just 
two days before the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act became 

law the U.S. Supreme Court is-
sued a landmark decision saying 
there is a constitutional right to 
carry a handgun in public for 
self-defense, striking down a 
New York law that restricted 
concealed carry.
 “Our states and our governors 
have a moral responsibility to do 
what we can because of what is 
going on: The insanity of the gun 
culture that has now possessed 
everyone all the way up to even 
to the Supreme Court,” urged 
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul in 
response to the decision.
 The new legislation includes 
$750 million to help states im-
plement and run crisis inter-
vention programs. The mon-
ey can be used to implement 
and manage red flag programs 
which can temporarily prevent 
individuals in crisis from ac-
cessing firearms. Funds can 
also be used for other crisis in-
tervention programs like men-
tal health courts, drug courts 
and veterans courts.
 It also closes a years-old loop-
hole in domestic violence law 
which has been dubbed the 
“boyfriend loophole.” Previous 
rules only barred individuals 
who have been convicted of do-
mestic violence crimes against 
partners with whom they shared 
children or partners with whom 

they cohabitated from having 
guns but said nothing of inti-
mate partners who may not 
have lived together, been mar-
ried or share children. Now the 
law will prohibit anyone who is 
convicted of a domestic violence 
crime against someone they 
have a “continuing serious re-
lationship of a romantic or inti-
mate nature” from having a gun. 
However, those convicted of 
misdemeanor domestic violence 
crimes can restore their gun 
rights after five years if they 
haven’t committed other crimes.
 Additionally the legislation uti-
lizes grants to encourage states 
to include juvenile records in 
the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System and 
implement a new protocol for 
checking those records, as well 
as goes after individuals who 
sell guns as primary sources 
of income but have previously 
evaded registering as federally 
licensed firearms dealers. Final-
ly, it increases funding for men-
tal health programs and school 
security.
 However, critics have noted 
the law fails to ban any weapons 
and falls short of what Biden and 
Democrats had advocated for, 
and what polls show most Ameri-
cans want to see. Critics on the 
other side of the issue, however, 

claim the legislation goes too far.
 “This legislation can be abused 
to restrict lawful gun purchases, 
infringe upon the rights of law-
abiding Americans, and use fed-
eral dollars to fund gun control 
measures being adopted by state 
and local politicians,” the Na-
tional Rifle Association said in a 
statement.
 “[The bill] doesn’t do every-
thing I want, but what we are do-
ing will save thousands of lives 
without violating anyone’s Sec-
ond Amendment rights,” noted 
Senator Murphy.
 President Biden shared a simi-
lar sentiment.
 “While this bill doesn’t do ev-
erything I want, it does include 
actions I’ve long called for that 
are going to save lives,” said 
Biden. “Today, we say more 
than ‘enough.’ We say more than 
enough. This time, when it seems 
impossible to get anything done 
in Washington, we are doing 
something consequential.”
 He continued, “If we can reach 
compromise on guns, we ought 
to be able to reach a compromise 
on other critical issues, from 
veterans’ health care to cutting 
edge American innovation and so 
much more. I know there’s much 
more work to do, and I’m never 
going to give up, but this is a 
monumental day.”

Bipartisan Safer Communities Act Passes

ture of Parliament.
 By targeting only the king – 
who played a purely symbolic 
role in the Declaration of In-
dependence, akin to modern 
America’s Uncle Sam – Congress 
reinforced its novel argument 
that Americans did not need to 
cut ties to Parliament, since they 
had never had any.
 As Julian P. Boyd, the founding 
editor of “The Papers of Thomas 
Jefferson,” pointed out, the Dec-

Five Surprising Facts About The Fourth—CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

laration of Independence “bore 
no necessary antagonism to the 
idea of kingship in general.”
 Indeed, several members of 
Congress, including John Dick-
inson of Pennsylvania, openly 
admired limited monarchy. Their 
beef was not with all kings and 
queens but with King George III 
– and him only as the front man 
for Parliament.
 In June 1776, delegates who 
supported independence sug-

gested that if Congress declared 
it soon, France might immedi-
ately accept its invitation to an 
alliance. Then the French Navy 
could start intercepting British 
supply ships bound for America 
that very summer.
 But in reality it took French 
King Louis XVI a long 18 months 
to agree to a formal alliance, and 
the first French ships and sol-
diers did not enter the war until 
June 1778.
 In keeping with the Declara-
tion of Independence’s largely 
diplomatic purpose, hardly any 
of its white contemporaries quot-
ed its now-famous phrases about 
equality and rights. Instead, as 
the literary scholar Eric Slauter 
discovered, they spotlighted its 
clauses justifying one nation or 
state in breaking up with anoth-
er.
 But before the year 1776 was 
out, as Slauter also notes, Lemuel 
Haynes, a free African American 

soldier serving in the Continen-
tal Army, had drafted an essay 
called “Liberty Further Extend-
ed.” He opened by quoting Jef-
ferson’s truisms “that all men 
are created equal” and “endowed 
by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights.”
 By highlighting these claims, 
Haynes began the process of 
shifting the focus and meaning 
of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence from Congress’ ordinance 
of secession to a universal dec-
laration of human rights. That 
effort was later carried forward 
by other abolitionists, Black and 
white, by women’s rights activ-
ists and by other seekers of so-
cial justice, including Abraham 
Lincoln.
 In time, abolitionists and femi-
nists transformed Congress’ 
failed bid for an immediate 
French alliance into arguably 
the most consequential freedom 
document ever composed.
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Business & Finance
FUNdraising 
Good Times

By Mel & Pearl Shaw
 Saad & Shaw

IT’S AN HONOR TO BE AN HONORARY CHAIR
 There are many ways to increase the number of people who 
are aware of your nonprofit organization and its fundraising 
activities. These include your website, social media, events, 
participating in conferences and gatherings, advertising, par-
ticipating as a panelist at a community event, or sharing infor-
mation on radio, TV, podcast, or other media. Another way is 
through the use of an “honorary chair.” This is a strategy for 
affiliating your work with the work of others, and in so doing, 
increasing awareness of your work. Here’s how it works. 
 When you have an event or a fundraising campaign there are 
roles for volunteers to play that are important in getting the 
word out and inviting people to participate and/or to give. These 
include a chair(s) and an honorary chair(s). Here’s the differ-
ence: the chair of an event or a campaign plays a major role in 
cultivating and soliciting donors, sponsors, and funders; they 
are actively involved in managing the event or campaign; and 
they have a feeling of responsibility to do all that they can to 
ensure the event or campaign meets its goals. 
 An honorary chair, on the other hand, plays a more ceremo-
nial role. They are typically individuals who believe in the mis-
sion, vision, and work of your nonprofit and who are known for 
that commitment. This could be a former board member, an au-
thor, a professional, an activist, a parent or grandparent. They 
could be locally known or have an international reputation. 
What’s most important is that when people hear their name, 
they have a positive response. This is important because as an 
honorary chair, their name will be linked with your nonprofit. 
This provides visibility for your work amongst those who know 
the honorary chair, but who may not (yet!) know your nonprofit. 
Their reputation lends creditability to your organization and its 
vision, and it attracts attention. Likewise, the reputation of your 
nonprofit adds positively to their profile.
 Ideal honorary chairs are people who are loved and respected 
across the community. They are people who others want to iden-
tify with, and who have a history of relationships with donors 
and prospective donors who you would like to engage. Their 
role as an honorary chair is simple and straightforward: You 
want to use their name in your fundraising materials and you 
would like for them to attend your event or campaign celebra-
tion, if possible. That’s it. Once they agree, you want to include 
their names in all your fundraising and marketing materials. 
It would be ideal if they would personally open doors for your 
nonprofit, introducing potential donors to your work, and en-
couraging them to become involved and to provide funding. 
Another added benefit would be their willingness to serve as 
a spokesperson. But again, these are not requirements. Their 
name alone should catalyze people to want to know more about 
your nonprofit—and ideally to make a gift. Honorary chairs can 
be secret superpower to propel your fundraising.
 Copyright © 2022—Mel and Pearl Shaw of Saad&Shaw—Com-
prehensive Fund Development Services. Video and phone con-
ferencing services always available. Let us help you grow your 
fundraising. Call us at (901) 522-8727. www.saadandshaw.com. 

By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 Project Access, a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization based in 
Orange, Calif., which operates 
family and senior resource cen-
ters in over 80 affordable and 
workforce housing communities 
nationwide, recently named Mel-
anie Spencer as their first-ever 
East Coast Program Director for 
its resource centers and affili-
ated services in affordable and 
workforce housing apartment 
communities in nine states. 
 Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Il-
linois, Maryland, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Tennessee and 
Texas will all be under her super-
vision. 
 In her new role (based in At-
lanta, Ga.), Spencer will oversee 
a total of 19 Project Access fam-
ily and senior resource centers 
that support positive outcomes 
on multiple levels for community 
residents.
 Under Spencer’s direction, 
Project Access Resource Centers 
will continue to provide tools and 
opportunities to under-resourced 
community members so they 
can stabilize and empower them-
selves and their households.
 Project Access services (such 
as employment and food assis-
tance, after-school programs, 

Spencer To Head East Coast Initiative

financial education, etc.) are 
embedded directly into an apart-
ment community, allowing the 
non-profit to build trust with its 
residents while also eliminating 
significant service barriers like 
transportation, childcare, and 
cost.
 Spencer spoke about the proj-
ect. 
 “I ran a myriad of different 
functionalities of what we do at 
Project Access. Whether it is 
the economic stability sphere or 
the health and wellness sphere, I 
think I have married my experi-
ence and education to the work 

that we do. 
 “So right now, with the 19 cen-
ters that I am overseeing, I am 
trying to bring in different re-
sources for people to learn from, 
as well as bring people together.”
 In reference to tools and op-
portunities being provided, fami-
lies will have access to computer 
labs, employment assistance, an 
on-site after-school program for 
youth, as well as economic well-
ness workshops for families.
 Since the first Project Access 
Resource Center opened in Santa 
Ana, Calif., in 1999, it has grown 
to over 80 communities nation-
wide and this year anticipates 
serving over 27,500 individuals 
in 13 states across the country.
 The specialized programs of-
fered by Project Access Re-
source Centers are developed 
to achieve positive outcomes 
for residents such as academic 
achievement, financial stability, 
and improved access to health 
services.
 To ensure that families’ needs 
are being met, Project Access 
will provide mini-surveys so they 
will have direct feedback, as well 
as focus groups with each center.
 “Our coordinators from each 
site have a very close bond 
which the property management 
company, as well as the resi-
dents that we serve. Therefore 

residents will be able to come in 
and give direct feedback on how 
things are going. Food pantries, 
clothing drives, and a safety 
awareness event are also set to 
begin as well.’’
 Spencer shared that having 
been a transplant to Georgia, 
and a resident for a little over 
two years, and coming from the 
background that she has, she felt 
that this nonprofit was the true 
marriage of her career and edu-
cational experience. 
 “My passion is helping thy fel-
low man. Helping others is my 
life’s work. This is what I hope 
my legacy will be, that one day, 
I helped the community and 
helped make people’s lives bet-
ter,” said Melanie.
 Spencer has more than 20 
years of experience in nonprofit 
administration, working with 
youth and families. She spent 
the early part of her career in 
the for-profit industry and tran-
sitioned into the human services 
field as a volunteer for a Literacy 
Program in Westchester, NY. 
 As Director of a Victim Ser-
vices Program working with 
people affected by crime, Spen-
cer helped victims of sexual as-
sault, domestic violence, heinous 
crimes, and families affected by 
poverty and youth living in alter-
native housing.

MELANIE SPENCER

By Christina Norris
The Atlanta Voice

 The Black Collegiate Gaming 
Association (BCGA) kicked off 
its inaugural Corners to Colleges 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities (HBCU) program 
this month. The program gives 
high school students a week of 
HBCU college prep gaming. 
While staying a week at HBCU 
campuses, the students work 
with esports college advisors in 
campus gaming and innovation 
labs. They also work on case 
studies and projects from BCGA 
corporate partners.
 Student participants of the pro-
gram receive weekly compensa-
tions, certificates of completion, 
special awards and scholarships 
to one of the BCGA member in-
stitutions. Member institutions 
include Florida A&M University, 
Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, Edward Waters University, 
Florida Memorial University, Al-
abama State University, Alabama 
A&M University and Jackson 
State University.
 “First and foremost, the pur-
pose of the Corners to Colleges 
program is to let high school 
students know that the gaming 
industry is more than just play-
ing the video games at home,” 
said founder and chairwoman of 
BCGA Keshia Walker. “Secondly, 
[they receive] exposure to HBCU 
life and what it’s like to stay at 
an HBCU. Third, [they’re intro-
duced] to all things related to 
gaming and technology.”
 Walker made history in May 
by becoming the first African 
American woman to own a col-
legiate esports and gaming com-

Black Collegiate Gaming Association 
Launches 2022 Corners To Colleges

pany in America. According to 
the association’s website, BCGA’s  
purpose is “to pivot Black and 
women of color college students 
into the overall gaming industry, 
not only as consumers but as con-
tributors.”
 “I have to give all the credit to 
my nephew, who was 11 then, “ 
said Walker. “He told me that he 
wanted to get into esports and 
the gaming industry, but he didn’t 
see HBCUs that had the opportu-
nity for him to attend that school 
and get into gaming and esports. 
I told my nephew I was going to 
do something to change that, and 
a week later, I started the Black 
Collegiate Gaming Association. 
My mission and life calling are 
to help more students of color to 
get into this space, whether they 
attend an HBCU or not.”
 There has been a growing con-
versation about people of color 
being underrepresented in the 
gaming industry. Although the 
gaming industry supports 428,646 
jobs, only 2% of those job holders 
are Black.

 “The numbers are dismal,” said 
Walker. “Less than 3% of the in-
dustry are Black in terms of cor-
porate leadership, and less than 
half of the industry is women of 
color. Over 60% of everything 
around games are purchased by 
Blacks and people of color, but 
we are underrepresented in deci-
sion-making in this space. BCGA 
was created to address that.“
 Women are also underrepre-
sented in the gaming industry. 
According to a survey conducted 
by Jessica Clement, an internet 
and e-commerce researcher in 
gaming, women made up 45% of 
gamers in the year 2021. How-
ever, gaming is still a male-dom-
inated field. Walker talks about 
the discrimination she has faced 
due to being a woman in the gam-
ing industry.
 “This is a very male-dominated 
industry,” said Walker. “I have 
faced a lot of sexist issues. A lot 
of men in this industry are very 
threatened by women, and un-
fortunately, a lot of it is coming 
from men that look just like us. 

They are threatened by the fact 
that a woman is coming in and 
doing something about some ar-
eas that have been underserved 
for a long time.”
 Today, the BCGA has several 
contributions from brand spon-
sors. These sponsors include 
Sony Playstation, HyperX, Intel, 
Google Play, Lenovo, Staples and 
GameStop.
 “I’ve been blessed to be in 
business for 23 years,” said Walk-
er. “That’s helped to start the 
dialogue, and having that back-
ground with expertise helped 
me to have that foundation to be 
reaching out to the CEOs of these 
companies to say, ‘I need you to 
help me make history.’”
 After the Corners To Colleges 
HBCU program finishes this 
year, the BCGA will be hosting 
a free gaming and sports acade-
my in the fall. The academy will 
focus on conversations about 
ways to get into the gaming in-
dustry.
 For more information, visit 
https://bcgausa.org/

Investors Buy Nearly 1/4 Columbus-Area Homes
Jim Weiker

The Columbus Dispatch

 Investors bought nearly one 
out of four Columbus-area 
homes that sold during the first 
three months of the year, mak-
ing the area one of the nation’s 
10 most-popular metro areas for 
investors. 
 According to the real-estate 
firm Redfin, investors bought 
22.8% of all homes sold in 
Greater Columbus during Janu-
ary, February and March — well 
above the 15.8% they purchased 
a year earlier and a record high 
for the Columbus area.
 Investor activity has been so 
strong in the Columbus area the 
past few years, that some leg-
islators have proposed limiting 
the number of properties they 
can buy.
 Investors bought 77,829 homes 
in the nation’s 40 largest metro 
areas in the first three months 
of the year, accounting for 20% 
of all homes sold across the U.S., 
Redfin found.
 While that’s a record share of 
purchases, the total number of 
homes purchased by investors 
actually dropped a bit during 
the quarter as soaring prices 
cause even investors to recon-
sider. 
 “The fact that investors are 
still able to grow their market 
share while buying fewer homes 

signals they’re not feeling the 
pain of higher interest rates 
as intensely as individual buy-
ers, many of whom are getting 
priced out of the housing market 
altogether,” said Redfin senior 
economist Sheharyar Bokhari.
 “It also indicates that the in-
dividuals who can still afford to 
buy will continue to face compe-
tition from investors.”
 Among Ohio’s three largest 
metro areas, the Columbus area 
had the highest share of inves-
tor purchases, followed closely 
by metro Cleveland at 22.4%, 
and the Cincinnati area at 19.3%.
 Nationally, the Atlanta metro 
area had the nation’s highest 
rate of investor purchases, at 
33.1%, followed by Jacksonville, 

Florida (32.3%) and Charlotte, 
North Carolina (32.2%).
 In a separate study, the real-
estate information service At-
tom Data Solutions found that 
flipped homes accounted for one 
out of 10 sales during the first 
quarter, the highest rate since 
Attom started tracking the fig-
ure in 2000.
 In the Columbus area, 11.8% 
of home sales during the quar-
ter had been flipped (defined as 
homes that had been purchased 
and sold within a 12-month pe-
riod).
 Among Ohio metropolitan ar-
eas, Cincinnati had the highest 
share of flipped homes, account-
ing for 13.9% of sales, while 
Youngstown, at 7.7%, had the 

smallest share.
 While Attom found that flipped 
homes accounted for a grow-
ing share of home sales, the 
study also found that flippers 
are making less money on the 
homes. Flipped homes sold for 
an average of 25.8% above their 
purchase price during the first 
quarter, the lowest level since 
2009 and far below the 38.9% 
from a year ago. 
 Columbus-area investors tend 
to make far more than national 
investors. According to Attom, 
Columbus flippers sold homes 
in the first quarter for an aver-
age of $215,250, 46% more than 
they paid for them less than 
12 months earlier. While that 
margin is much higher than the 
national margin, it’s well below 
the 81% profit that Columbus 
flippers enjoyed a year ago. 
 “The good news for fix-and-flip 
investors is that demand re-
mains strong from prospective 
homebuyers,” said Rick Sharga, 
executive vice president of mar-
ket intelligence for Attom.
 “The bad news is that rising 
mortgage interest rates are 
beginning to slow down home 
price appreciation rates, and 
buyers have become more selec-
tive – and less willing to outbid 
other buyers for properties 
they’re interested in. This is 
having a predictable impact on 
profit margins for investors.”

U.S. Yield Curve Inverts 
Again & What It Means
 NEW YORK(Reuters) - A closely watched part of the U.S. Treasury 
yield curve inverted again on Tuesday, as investors continue to price in 
the chance that the Federal Reserve’s aggressive move to bring down 
inflation will push the economy into recession.
 Yields on two-year Treasuries briefly rose above those of 10-year 
Treasuries for the third time this year, a phenomenon known as a yield 
curve inversion that has in the past preceded U.S. recessions.
 It comes amid a chorus of growth warnings on Wall Street, as a Fed 
intent on bringing inflation down from more than 40-year highs sets the 
course for aggressive monetary policy tightening that investors fear 
will also hurt U.S. growth.
 Here is a quick primer on what a steep, flat or inverted yield curve 
means, how it has predicted recession, and what it might be signaling 
now.
 WHAT SHOULD THE CURVE LOOK LIKE?
 The U.S. Treasury finances federal government budget obligations 
by issuing various forms of debt. The $23 trillion Treasury market in-
cludes bills that mature in one month to one year, two- to 10-year notes, 
and 20- and 30-year bonds.
 The yield curve, which plots the return on all Treasury securities, 
typically slopes upward as the payout increases with the duration. 
Yields move inversely to prices.
 A steepening curve typically signals expectations for stronger eco-
nomic activity, higher inflation, and higher interest rates. A flattening 
curve can mean investors expect near-term rate hikes and are pessi-
mistic about economic growth.
 WHAT DOES AN INVERTED CURVE MEAN?
 Investors watch parts of the yield curve as recession indicators, 
primarily the spread between three-month Treasury bills and 10-year 
notes , and the two- to 10-year (2/10) segment .
 On Tuesday, yields on two-year Treasuries rose as high as 2.95%, 
while the 10-year stood at 2.94%. The two-year, five-year part of the 
curve also inverted for the first time since February 2020.
 The inversions suggest that while investors expect higher short-
term rates, they may be growing nervous about the Fed’s ability to 
control inflation without hurting growth, even though policymakers 
say they are confident in achieving a so-called “soft landing” for the 
economy.
 The Fed has already raised rates by 150 basis points this year, in-
cluding a jumbo-sized, 75 basis point increase last month.
 The two- to 10-year segment of the yield curve inverted in late 
March for the first time since 2019 and again in June.
 The U.S. curve has inverted before each recession since 1955, with 
a recession following between six and 24 months, according to a 2018 
report by researchers at the San Francisco Fed. It offered a false sig-
nal just once in that time. That research focused on a slightly different 
part of the curve, between one- and 10-year yields.
 Anu Gaggar, Global Investment Strategist for Commonwealth Finan-
cial Network, found that the 2/10 spread has inverted 28 times since 
1900. In 22 of these instances, a recession followed, she said in June.
 For the last six recessions, a recession on average began six to 36 
months after the curve inverted, she said.
 Before March, the last time the 2/10 part of the curve inverted was 
in 2019. The following year, the United States entered a recession, 
which was caused by the pandemic.
 WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR THE REAL WORLD?
 While rate increases can be a weapon against inflation, they can also 
slow economic growth by raising borrowing costs for everything from 
mortgages to car loans.
 The yield curve also affects consumers and business.
 When short-term rates increase, U.S. banks raise benchmark rates 
for a wide range of consumer and commercial loans, including small 
business loans and credit cards, making borrowing more costly for 
consumers. Mortgage rates also rise.
 When the yield curve steepens, banks can borrow at lower rates 
and lend at higher rates. When the curve is flatter their margins are 
squeezed, which may deter lending.
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We Only Build Garages and Out-Buildings

SUPPORT SMALL & 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

$1.OFF00

Two Locations
LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1976

1516 New Bern Ave
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-755-1551

5416 Rock Quarry Rd
Raleigh, NC 27610

919-329-8125

Seafood &  
Soul Food

any take-out or dine-
in combo order. Must 
present coupon at 
time of purchase.

offer exp 10/31/18offer exp 7/31/2022

Get Your Free Market Report
What is your home really worth?

Contact me today for a free market
report:  919-832-1814 ext. 305

Lea Funeral Home
2500 Poole Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
(919) 231-1000
‘‘Professional Service With Personal Care’’

Call or Visit Us. We also offer Cremation Services & Pre-need Arrangements. 
You can reserve Our State-of-the-Art Banquet Facilities for your next event

FatBoys Kitchen
Order Online: www.fatboysnc.com

4511 New Bern Ave., No. 100
Raleigh, NC 27610

Mon-Sun 11:00 am - 10:00 pm
CALL IN

919-900-7674
COMING SOON:  

Outdoor Patio Seating & Bar!

PSYCHIC SIERRA
SPIRITUAL READER AND ADVISOR

Call 919-559-7385
Over 40 Years In Raleigh Spiritual Cleaning

REMOTE NEGATIVE  
INFLUENCE FROM YOU HOME

PALMISTRY•TAROT CARDS

Has the Power to Help You

LOVE
FAMILY

BUSINESS

S&W Cleaning 
Service Inc.

•Porta John Rentals For Parties
•Construction Sites  

And All Outside Events
Call Sherwood Newkirk

919-795-6403

 Small and local businesses are what make communities strong. When you 
spend your money with these companies, those dollars stay here. Your dollar 
circulates in the community so much longer when you buy local. These busi-
ness owners are your neighbors, your friends and a big part of the financial 
backbone of our communities. 
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Health & Fitness

Fact & 
Fitness
By Jeneea Jervay-Bush, M.S.

Place your order by 
filling out the order form 

online or in-store.

Pick up your order 
from the deli at a time 

that works for you.

Visit foodlion.com/catering 
or stop by the deli at your 

local store.

family meals
ready when you are

WHAT ARE YOUR CHANCES?
 The usual priority is to lose weight when clients hire me specifical-
ly for personal training. I at least broaden the discussion to include 
additional factors such as body fat, muscle mass, and visceral fat. 
It’s unproductive to try to change the top line goal in those instances; 
it only frustrates the client and gives the impression that I’m not 
listening to them. It seems to be much more productive to try to 
add other measurements to help broaden their definition of success. 
The reality is that even if a person loses weight the odds are against 
them maintaining the weight loss. 
 “This weight rebound came as no surprise. The tendency of diet-
ers’ bodies to creep back toward prior weights has been among the 
most reliable and replicable results in the study of weight loss inter-
ventions. Research suggests that roughly 80 percent of people who 
shed a significant portion of their body fat will not maintain that de-
gree of weight loss for 12 months; and, according to one meta-analy-
sis of intervention studies, dieters regain, on average, more than half 
of what they lose within two years.” www.scientificamerican.com/
article/unexpected-clues-emerge-about-why-diets-fail/ 
 “The results of a national survey about weight loss barriers finds 
90 percent of respondents discounted one of the most important fac-
tors—your mind. A neuropsychologist says the most crucial factor is 
your psychological relationship with food and exercise, yet the ma-
jority (60 percent) listed diet and exercise to be the biggest barriers 
of weight loss, and only 10 percent of people thought psychological 
well being was the biggest barrier to weight loss.” www.science-
daily.com/releases/2015/12/151201093606.htm#:~:text=%22Food%20
and%20Emotions%3A%2090%20percent,aspects%20of%20
food.%22%20ScienceDaily.  
 The fitness industry is a multi-billion-dollar venture on an annual 
basis. Search “2021 revenue of the United States fitness industry” 
on-line to get a glimpse of the size of the market. What drives this 
behemoth if the #1 goal of most people is to lose weight and that goal 
has a severely low probability of success? Not everyone is trying to 
lose weight. Some are trying to gain weight, gain muscle, maintain 
their weight, or training for something, but these seem to be in the 
minority in my experience. Also in the minority, from what I’ve seen, 
are working for longevity health focused goals like a strong heart, 
strong bones, and…

…continue next week. 

Benefits Of Participating In Clinical Trials For Diverse Patients
 A clinical trial is a type of clin-
ical research. Clinical research 
is a process to find new and bet-
ter ways to understand, detect, 
control, and treat health condi-
tions. Through clinical stud-
ies, which involve people who 
volunteer to participate in them, 
researchers can better under-
stand how to diagnose, treat and 
prevent diseases or conditions. 
Mayo Clinic conducts medical 
research with the goal of help-
ing patients live longer, healthier 
lives.
 When you visit your doctor, 
they diagnose and treat your cur-
rent illness or condition. During 
clinical studies, researchers are 
trying to gather new knowledge 
that will help them improve med-
ical care for people in the future.
 Volunteers are an integral 
part of the research process. Re-
searchers need volunteers for a 
broad range of clinical studies as 
it supports meaningful research 

to identify and address health 
disparities and to help ensure 
Mayo Clinic patients reflect the 
diversity of our communities.
 People with a particular dis-
ease as well as healthy people 
both can play a role in contribut-
ing to medical advances. Without 
volunteers, clinical studies sim-
ply would not be possible. People 
volunteer for clinical studies for 
many reasons. They may have a 
desire to improve medical care 
for future generations, connec-
tion to a certain disease or ill-
ness, whether through personal 
experience or through friends 
or family, or have a personal 
interest in science. There are re-
search studies that match every 
interests.
 Volunteering for a clinical 
study is a personal choice. You 
have no obligation to do so, and 
participation is not right for 
everyone. After enrolling in a 
study, you may leave at any time 

and for any reason.
 Researchers conduct clinical 
trials to determine the safety 
and effectiveness of new thera-
pies. Mayo Clinic is committed 
to encouraging and promoting 
research to develop new treat-

ments and some of those clinical 
trials have led to new or im-
proved treatments for many con-
ditions.
 Mayo Clinic also recognizes 
the importance of not only shar-
ing information about new ad-

vances in medicine and research 
with all members of the commu-
nity, but also including communi-
ties in the research process as 
partners and advisers.
 Mayo Clinic supports commu-
nity-engaged research projects, 

education and training, and the 
reduction of disease burden in 
minority or underrepresented 
communities. Staff also provides 
consultative support and guid-
ance for researchers conducting 
research with multicultural com-
munities.
 Mayo Clinic staff in the Office 
of Health Disparities Research 
located in Arizona, Florida and 
Minnesota support meaningful 
research to identify and address 
health disparities and to help en-
sure Mayo Clinic patients reflect 
the diversity of our communities.
 There are many ways to partic-
ipate in clinical research at Mayo 
Clinic. Three common ways are 
by volunteering to be in a study 
as mentioned above, by giving 
permission to have your medical 
record reviewed for research 
purposes, and by allowing your 
blood or tissue samples to be 
studied. For more information on 
clinical trials please visit https://
www.mayo.edu/research/clinical-
trials.
 Courtesy of The Jacksonville 
Free Press

Period Poverty In The US
 THE CONVERSATION—here are a couple of things at play here. First 
off, it appears tampons are another casualty of the supply chain prob-
lems that have been around since the beginning of the pandemic. But this 
has been compounded by a particular issue with the rising price of raw 
materials used in tampons: cotton, rayon and plastic.
 On top of this, there has been the impact of the recent lockdown in 
China on production worldwide, as well as general staffing issues at man-
ufacturers in the U.S.
 Meanwhile, the impact of inflation has hit menstrual products in gener-
al, and tampons in particular. Inflation trackers say the price of tampons 
has surged nearly 10% over the last year.
 Does the shortage impact some women more than others? It is a good 
question. Unfortunately, no one has studied how the current shortage is 
affecting different women – it is just too soon. But we are hearing from 
organizations that help women who traditionally have difficulty access-
ing menstrual products, such as those experiencing homelessness and 
lower-income women, that it is directly affecting them.
 These organizations are also seeing a shortfall in donations of tampons, 
which makes it harder to distribute these products to vulnerable groups.
 The shortage may affect women who use tampons more so than other 
menstrual products, such as pads or menstrual cups. And women who 
experience heavier bleeding will be hit harder by the rising costs as they 
may need more tampons for each menstrual cycle.
 Clearly, the most affected will be women who simply can’t afford the 
jump in prices. The shortage, alongside of the impact of inflation, will 
likely exacerbate what is called “period poverty.”
 What is period poverty and who does it affect? Period poverty is the in-
ability to access sufficient, quality menstrual products. And even before 
the recent price increases, many women in the U.S. were affected by pe-
riod poverty. Unfortunately, we don’t have rigorous data on the extent or 
scale of period poverty across the country.
 Alongside the financial burden, there is importantly the ongoing stigma 
and stress for women who are unable to access or afford menstrual prod-
ucts. Menstrual product insecurity can affect a woman’s confidence to go 
about her daily life and create anxiety.
 Period poverty and the tampon shortage may also mean that women 
are having to use inferior products. Yes, you might be able to get cheaper 
tampons at the dollar store, but they might not work as well, and using 
lower-quality products might mean a woman has to buy even more of 
them.
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Ag-Grow-Culture
By Jason Lindsay

Staff Writer

 Nature is full of secrets, and 
she makes them known only to 
those of us who pay attention. 
Her knowledge is only compli-
cated when fragmented and she 
is full of clues. With no scientific 
confirmation our ancestors and 
some of our elders understood 
this. Back in the days there 
were no December lemons or 
January tomatoes. We ate with 
the season. There is no deep 
explanation for this. It was due 
to the time which crops were at 
harvest in the fields. This was 
the time in which they were 
readily available for the public. 
The farmer dictated the food se-
lection, and they were governed 
by nature. 
 My family and I farmed for 
years before we entered the 
marketplace. Farming for us 
began with health and nutri-
tion. With just a home garden at 
first, we were able to subsidize 
our grocery bill by more than 
50 percent not to mention the 
best quality that money can’t 
buy. These actions resulted in 
seasonal eating and for us a new 
way of life. 
 Because nutrition was the 
road that led us to farming, we 
were fixed on the benefits of 
the produce we grew. And there 
lied natures secret. We not only 
found that nature produces 
what you need when you need 
it, but the things that are good 
for you in some cases looks like 
the part of the body they benefit. 
This resemblance is consistent 
from your head to your foot. 
And again, nature gives us these 
things when we need them the 
most. Ok here’s some examples:
 Take celery for instance. Cel-
ery is harvested in early fall 
when the days are short. With 
the lack of sunlight, the body is 
not getting the excise that you 

Eating With The Season Promotes Health, Ultimate Nutrition
would in summer with longer 
days. Therefore celery renders 
an abundance of silicon, sodium, 
vitamin K, and calcium. These 
elements aid in the strengthen-
ing and development of bone 
structure. The bones in a human 
body contain 23 percent sodium, 
so does celery. Celery not only 
aids the bones and bone struc-
ture, but it also resembles the 
bones in its stalks. 
 We also have walnuts that 
look a lot like the brain. Even 
the symmetry of the walnut re-
sembles the left and right hemi-
sphere of the brain. Walnuts are 
known as “Brainfood” (no more 
wondering why). Walnuts hold 
a tremendous amount of DHA 
(Docosahexaenoic Acid). This 
omega-3 fatty acid promotes 
brain health. Studies even show 
that pregnant women who con-
sume high amounts of walnuts 
(DHA) give birth to smarter 
children. In adults, DHA aids in 
ones ability to acquire knowl-
edge, remember, it aids impulse 
control (one’s ability to think 
things through before respond-
ing), flexible thinking (the abil-
ity to adjust behavior to unan-
ticipated changes), organization 
(both physically and mentally), 
self-monitoring (self-awareness 
to how you are feeling in the 
moment), and this is just the tip 
of the iceberg. Walnuts are not 
ready for harvest year-round, 
but generally start around the 
end of September through No-
vember giving you enough wal-
nuts to last through the winter. 
 Walnut generate heat within 
the body, warming you during 
those cold months and it is rec-
ommended not to eat to many 
walnuts in the summer or hotter 
months because they could en-
able the body to overheat. This 
is more evidence that nature 
gives you what you need as you 
need it leaving clues along the 
way. 

(tiny air sacs where the lungs 
and the blood exchange air) 
looks just l ike a bunch of 
grapes. The alveoli are actually 
grouped in bunches the same 
as grapes. The commonality 
does not end there. Grapes are 
the host of resveratrol. This 
deals with the nasal passage 
and the lungs in particular the 
inflammation in the cells. Res-
veratrol prevents the release 
of inflammation compounds 
within the lungs. Anti-inflam-
matory drugs carry-out their 
duty in the exact same way. 
The difference is that grapes 
do not increase your chances 
of having a heart attack. On the 
farm grapes are in season in 
the heat of the summer. This is 
the time of year they flood the 
farmers’ markets. Now think 
about it: in the summer we are 
at our highest peak of UV-ray 
exposure in which damages the 
skin. The antioxidants within 
grape replenished damaged 
skin with vitamins, minerals, 
and enzymes. This even slows 
the aging process. 
 Moving down the body from 
the lungs, next we come to the 
heart. Take a tomato and cut it 
in half from the stem. The cen-
ter core of the tomato vaguely 
resembles the heart chambers. 
The tomatoes are heart food. To-
matoes contain lycopene which 
reduces risk of heart disease 
in both women and men, and 
it gives tomatoes their color 
(RED). Tomatoes are an Ameri-
can staple. They are the feature 
in pizza, pasta dishes, and even 
common as a topping on the 
American cheeseburger, yet 
almost 50 percent of Americans 
have some form of heart dis-
ease. This is almost solely due to 
eating out of season. 
 Tomatoes grow in the heat 
of the summer when the days 
are long, and nights are warm. 
In grocery store, tomatoes are 
sold year-round mostly grown in 
greenhouses under UV lights to 
substitute the shorts days of the 
colder months. And even when 
tomatoes are grown in the sum-
mer they are harvested in their 
unripe state (when still green) 
to prolong shelf life. Tomatoes 
grown under UV light are in 
most cases mineral deficient 

because it is the sun that aids 
in the mineral content of the 
tomato plants. When tomatoes 
are not picked in their ripened 
state then the level of lycopene 
are significantly lower, lowering 
the healing potential of the fruit 
itself (yes, tomatoes are fruit).  
Therefore, grocery store toma-
toes are generally tougher and 
bland in taste (a blandness in 
taste is largely a lack of miner-
als and nutrients) and vine rip-
ened tomatoes are substantially 
more expensive.   
 The only way to truly receive 
the benefit of a tomato is to eat 
it in season, while it is grown 
in season, and harvested in its 
intended way. The same is with 
every plant listed and unlisted. 
We all have heard the saying 
“food is medicine,” but as a 
country we are very unhealthy 
even though we overeat. The 
overeating is a result of mineral 
and nutrient deficiency within 
our food causing us to eat more 
for the adequate amount of nu-
trients needed. This is a demand 
for us to take into account the 
timing of our food along with 
the manner in which they are 
grown and harvested. And the 
truth is only the small farmer 
can sufficiently meet the de-
mand. 
 Eating with the seasons is the 
oldest sufficient diet known to 
man. It came by way of lifestyle, 
by the lack of commodification, 
by the absent of the pharma-
ceutical industry,  by obtain-
ing and maintaining a level of 
observation and presence with 
nature. Nature has her secrets, 
but also leaves her clues. Like 
kidney beans being good for the 
kidney while also being shape 
like one. Like ginger resembling 
the stomach in shape while 
alleviating nausea and vomit-
ing through photochemicals or 
grapefruit resembling a wom-
an’s mammary glands within 
her breast while inhibiting the 
development of cancer in the 
breast cells and the list goes on 
and on. 
 Mother nature has not only 
given us the answers, but she 
has also afforded us an order 
that must be followed to receive 
her gift of healing and healthy 
living. 

 Down from the brain are the 
eyes and for this we have car-
rots. Carrots are filled with beta-
carotene (an organic pigment 
(color) that is in many fruits and 
vegetables). When consumed 
the body converts beta-carotene 
into Vitamin A which is essen-
tial for healthy vision.  Vitamin 
A keeps the cornea (the outside 
covering of the eye) clear. Car-
rots also allow you to see in 
darker spaces through a compo-

nent of protein called rhodopsin. 
The lack of Vitamin A could lead 
to sight deficiency and/or night 
blindness.  Oddly enough, if you 
were to cut across a carrot they 
strongly resemble the eye from 
the pupil (middle of the eye)  to 
the sclera (outer white or whit-
ish part of the eye). Carrots also 
grow year-round, so there is no 
wrong time so see clearly. 
 If you were to look at the 
lungs in particular the alveoli 

Why Are Your Basil 
Leaves Yellowing?
By Regina Kaiser

NC State Extension

 Does your basil look more like 
Big Bird than Kermit the Frog? 
This summer, volunteers with 
the NC State Extension Master 
Gardener program are working 
to answer this question. From the 
mountains to the coast, Exten-
sion Master Gardener volunteers 
are growing basil plants, moni-
toring them for signs of basil 
downy mildew, and recording 
data to determine which variet-
ies stand up best to this destruc-
tive disease. 
 What Is Basil Downy Mildew 
(BDM)? 
 BDM is caused by an organism 
that attacks basil mid-summer. 
When infected, basil leaves turn 
yellow, then brown. BDM is 
caused by the oomycete Pero-
nospora belbahrii, a fungal-like 
organism that reproduces via 
spores that travel on the wind. 
This pathogen loves warm, hu-
mid temperatures, especially 
warm nights. BDM spreads when 
spores are picked up by the 
wind, travel, and land on nearby 
plants. 
 BDM spores don’t like cold 
weather. They can’t survive out-
doors through winter in states 
like North Carolina, where tem-
peratures drop below freezing. 
Instead, BDM spends the winter 
in frost-free areas or green-
houses. When warm weather be-
gins, spores ride the wind north, 
infecting susceptible basil plants 
along the way. Typically, BDM 
arrives in North Carolina mid to 
late summer.
 The good news is that plant 
breeders have developed new, 
BDM-resistant varieties of ba-
sil. But even among these new 
varieties, some will be more 
resistant, vigorous, and most 
importantly, more delicious than 
others. And it’s important to 
remember that BDM infections 
vary in intensity depending on 
the weather. Some years, BDM 
is prolific in certain parts of the 
state; in other years or in other 
parts of NC, it is barely detect-
able.
 What Does BDM Look Like?
 Once a BDM spore lands on 
a leaf and infects the plant, 
symptoms appear within ten 
days. The first sign a gardener 

will notice is yellowing of the 
leaves, particularly in the leaf 
tissue between the veins. While 
yellowing, known as chlorosis, is 
also a symptom of nutritional de-
ficiency, a look at the underside 
of the leaves can help confirm 
BDM. The presence of many 
purple-brown spores on the bot-
tom of the leaves is a sure sign of 
infection. Eventually, the yellow 
parts of the leaves turn brown, 
ultimately leading to the death of 
the entire plant.
 Unfortunately, there is no easy 
fix for BDM. There are no prod-
ucts available to home gardeners 
that successfully control BDM. 
Growing basil varieties that are 
resistant to this disease is the 
most effective and sustainable 
option for home gardeners.
 What Are Master Gardener 
Volunteers Doing In This Trial?
 Master Gardener volunteers 
have set up basil test plots in 
their backyard or at their lo-
cal N.C. Cooperative Extension 
center. They will be comparing 
five varieties of basil bred to 
be BDM-resistant to the ever-
popular, yet BDM-susceptible, 
‘Genovese’ variety. The varieties 
in the trial are ‘Rutgers Obses-
sion-DMR,’ ‘Rutgers Devotion-
DMR,’ ‘Rutgers Thunderstruck-
DMR,’ ‘Rutgers Passion-DMR,’ 
and ‘Prospera.’
 Each week throughout the 
summer, Master Gardener vol-
unteers will examine each plant, 
note the appearance of BDM 
symptoms, and rate it from 0 
to 3 based on a severity scale. 
Their work will help determine 
the best basil varieties to plant in 
NC.

As North Carolina Warms, One Farm 
Is Turning To A Tropical Crop: Taro
By Lina Tran

Grist

 The first time Chris Smith tried 
to grow taro on his experimental 
farm in western North Carolina, 
the plants were too eager. He’d 
started them in a heated green-
house one February day a few 
years ago, thinking the tropical 
crop would need plenty of time 
to establish. Within a month, the 
taro had sprung up a foot and a 
half. Their heart-shaped leaves 
crowded the small greenhouse, 
but it was too early to transplant 
them into the still-cold ground. 
“That was a fail,” said Smith, the 
founder of the nonprofit Utopian 
Seed Project. 
 In the tropics, the starchy, 
lavender-hued root vegetable is 
grown year-round. But even North 
Carolina’s relatively mild winters 
aren’t taro-friendly. Smith and 
his team have kept tinkering with 
taro, as part of their wider effort 
to diversify farming — work that 
would not only make the food 
system more resilient to climate 
change, they thought, but also 
more delicious. Now, they start 
the seedlings in mid-April, or di-
rectly sow offshoots of the mother 
plant into the ground, deep enough 
to withstand any late frosts.
 As temperatures rise and rain-
fall grows erratic, planting differ-
ent crops is one way farmers can 
adapt to climate change. Rising 
heat in Michigan, for instance, has 
prompted a boom in vineyards 
and widened the range of grape 
varieties that can be grown there, 
leading some to speculate that 
the Midwestern state could be the 
next wine hub. In Kansas, as rain-
fall declines, cotton is flourishing 
in fields once dedicated to wheat 
and corn. And in the Southeastern 
U.S., tropical crops like taro look 

particularly attractive. But that 
does little good for farmers if 
their customers don’t know how to 
eat it. In his mission to introduce 
taro to the Southeast, Smith is 
working with farmers, customers, 
and chefs alike — making an ef-
fort to cultivate taro and create a 
market for it.
 In many countries, taro is a 
staple, and it’s among the world’s 
oldest cultivated plants. First 
grown in southeast Asia, taro 
made its way across the Pacific 
around 1,500 years ago in the ca-
noes of Polynesian voyagers who 
traveled the open ocean before 
making new lives in Tahiti and 
Hawaii. (While climate change 
may give the crop a leg-up in the 
southern U.S., rising temperatures 
and severe storms are threaten-
ing taro in Hawaii, where it’s part 
of the native Hawaiian creation 
story.) Root to leaf, the entire 
plant is edible, though it needs to 
be cooked first, since taro contains 
high amounts of oxalic acid, which 
is usually linked to kidney stones. 
It can withstand stretches of days 
without rain because its hairy 
corms, or potato-like roots, store 
water. And its broad, sturdy leaves 
can stand up to heavy rain.
 The quest to grow taro in the 
South reflects a broader theme in 
efforts to protect agriculture from 
the hazards of climate change: 
diversification. “If I put all my 
eggs in one basket, say all I grow 
is watermelon, and I get hit with 
a pretty nasty disease, I lose ev-
erything that year,” said David 
Suchoff, an alternative crops 
specialist at North Carolina State 
University who studies plants like 
hemp and sesame. Or, one year 
may be dry, another too wet. “We 
need to be able to weather that 
better,” Suchoff said. Some plants 
endure heat or dry spells better 

than most, while others may be 
immune to emerging fungi and 
bacteria. Diversity — meaning 
both different kinds of crops and 
different varieties among a par-
ticular crop — offers natural pro-
tection from pests, disease, and 
extreme weather. 
 The global food system is any-
thing but diversified: It’s propped 
up by three crops — rice, wheat, 
and corn — that supply half the 
world’s calories. One NASA study 
found that in the next ten years, 
climate change could cut into 
the yields of wheat and corn by 
as much as 17 and 24 percent, 
respectively. Experts say diver-
sifying the food system will help 
it recover faster when inevitable 
disruptions come.
 That led Smith and his Utopian 
Seed Project to experiment with 
tropical crops: bambara, achira, 
cassava, taro. Most of those plants 
grow in the tropics year-round, 
but in North Carolina, the farm-
ers had to figure out how to save 
the plant material over the winter 
until it could be re-planted the 
following spring. It’s the same 
puzzle farmers solved for now-
ubiquitous tomatoes and sweet po-
tatoes, which also originated in the 
tropics. Taro soon distinguished 
itself as a high-performer. Taro 
was easy to grow. It could also be 
grown organically, and without 
extra heating or lighting. 
 Just as important, taro is tasty. 
Even more versatile than a potato, 
taro can be steamed, fried, boiled, 
and braised into sweet and savory 
dishes alike. Asian-American and 
Black chefs in Asheville were ea-
ger for a local supply. “It’s not like 
everything we’re doing is about 
preparing for catastrophe,” said 
Smith, who pointed to a broad nu-
tritional base and wide represen-
tation of cuisines as benefits of a 

diversified food system. 
 This summer, with the help of 
a U.S. Department of Agriculture 
grant, the Utopian Seed Project 
scaled up their research trials. 
Partnering with two farms in 
the Southeast, they’ll study sev-
eral varieties, including Korean, 
Filipino, and Hawaiian taro. The 
farmers will track costs, yields, 
and sales, providing a mountain of 
economic data. At the nonprofit’s 
farm, different plots will undergo 
various treatments to compare 
planting time, planting methods, 
watering methods, and harvesting 
techniques.
 One of their partners is Michael 
Carter Jr., who runs Carter Farms 
in the Piedmont region of Vir-
ginia, which has been in his family 
since 1910. Carter had spent sev-
eral years living in West Africa, 
where he couldn’t get enough of 
kontomire, a spicy stew with taro 
leaves and ground melon seeds, 
called egusi. When he returned to 
the U.S., he started experiment-
ing with taro and found it easy to 
grow. After his first harvests, he 
dropped some greens off to a cou-
ple of stores catering to African 
immigrants in northern Virginia, 
and they were snatched up within 
minutes. “I can’t grow nearly 
enough to meet the demand,” 
Carter said. 
 Carter felt happy to provide 
beloved, but hard-to-find produce 
for people. He knew what it was 
like to crave certain veggies when 
far from home; when he lived in 
West Africa, much as he loved 
the kontomire, he still hankered 
for broccoli every now and then. 
And the taro could benefit people 
who hadn’t grown up eating it, 
too. Carter, who focuses on tra-
ditional African crops, believes 
diversifying food production can 
help African Americans connect 
with what he calls “culturally ap-
propriate foods.” Although some 
consider collards as synonymous 
with African American cooking, 
they had their start in the eastern 
Mediterranean, and were brought 
to North America by Europeans in 
the 1600s. “You won’t buy collards 
in West Africa, but you will find 
taro leaves,” Carter said. “This is 
the right path back home.” 
 Before food producers adopt 
something new, they need to know 
there’s a market for it. Chefs and 
stores, on the other hand, want to 
know they can get a steady sup-
ply before they take on a new 
ingredient or product. Suchoff 
said a system-based approach is 
key. “The challenge is, if there’s 
no market for a crop, it doesn’t 
matter how drought-tolerant it is 
or how heat-tolerant it is,” he said. 
“If the farmer can’t sell it, it’s not 
really of much use.”
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Why I Chose College
By Sarah Jones

Staff Writer

 Our path is composed of a series of twists and turns and seemingly 
endless, winding roads. As a minority, specifically as a Black person in 
America, one of the biggest decisions we can make is whether to go to 
college. 
 In a world that sometimes feels like it’s programmed against us, 
leaving for college can be an experience leaving us with both eager-
ness and anxiety. There is an unspoken determination deep inside 
many people of color to prove the odds wrong. To prove our neighbors 
wrong and to build our own success when others don’t expect it. 
 This feeling to prove people wrong and go against what they as-
sume we are capable of at first glance is why I made the decision to go 
to college. I knew an education would be another notch on my belt to 
help me prepare for a world that thought it was already prepared for 
me. 
 I knew what life was like living in a “White World,” so much so that 
at times the microaggressions and culture differences seemed nor-
mal. By my senior year of high school, I had stopped navigating the 
that world as a foreigner and proceeded with caution. 
 I had left my significantly undiverse high school with high hopes 
of discovering a new world. The world was natural for everyone who 
didn’t look like me—who didn’t look like my friends. It was a natural-
ness I chased in college but instead was met with mixed experiences 
that truly show that the world we live in never stops spinning.
 In 2019, the year I and many of my friends left our towns for the 
institutions of our dreams we were each one of the 16.6 million under-
graduate enrollees. The even more shocking part is that within that 
16.6 million, we were one of the 2.1 million Black undergraduates. To-
gether, we composed roughly 12 percent of the college body scattered 
among institutions worldwide. 
 We were outnumbered, which for many of us was something we had 
gotten used to. Still, I hoped college would be my stained-glass win-
dow. I wanted to see the color of the world surrounding me—all of it 
and although I did, the decision still led me and many others to a PWI. 
What I have slowly discovered while interviewing many of my class-
mates is that you make your own world.
 Rebecca Estimable, now 21 years old, describes her college experi-
ence as what I can only describe as the biggest cultural snatch I’ve 
seen. Her family, originally from Haiti, immigrated first to Canada 
before finding a home in the United States. 
 They instilled in her strong Haitian roots and sent Rebecca to col-
lege where she became their household’s first generation college stu-
dent. She reflects on her first few years of living in the U.S. 
 She would go to preschool speaking French to the children in her 
preschool until her teacher told her mother to stop speaking to her in 
their native language. Beka lost a year of speech during that transi-
tion but now speaks four languages.
 There’s a pattern in our society of stripping ourselves to fit the nar-
rative of “normal” and that is something she refused to do when she 
entered college.
 When Rebecca left for college, she was in search of a true communi-
ty. She had spent her high school years—similar to me—in a predomi-
nantly White setting dealing with microaggressions on a daily basis. 
 The moment she set foot on campus she was looking for her people. 
She joined the NAACP and BSU and began networking and making 
connections. In a matter of weeks, she had imbedded herself in what 
we call BECU (Black ECU). 
 Her college experience became her own. She was around people 
that were like her, and the idea of being surrounded by people who 
were also first-generation college students made her feel “not like an 
alien.” Instead of hiding her Haitian culture she wore it on her sleeve. 
 “My mother would cook food for me to bring to the dorms and I 
would share with people in my hall. I would constantly play the mu-
sic—my culture’s music—for others to hear.” 
 Rebecca took her college experience into her own hands, introduc-
ing so many people—including myself—to her culture and creating a 
bridge between those who may have not been familiar.
 One year ago, Emmanuel Acho proposed a breathtaking idea. He 
said, “If there is not enough proximity in people who don’t look like 
each other it results in a lack of care.” By this, he is of course right, 
the more you are around someone or something the more you care 
about it—the more familiar you become with it. 
 A big part of going to a PWI is realizing that you’ve spent a lifetime 
noticing White people, but they rarely notice you. I don’t mean the 
people who are paid to notice, I mean the students, the ones so privi-
leged they can’t fathom how you’ve made it this far. While we spend 
years catering and altering ourselves to fit their narrative, many of 
them spend years still struggling to grasp the idea we are present and 
worthy.
 Prince Ugorji, a senior majoring in Exercise Physiology, is in his 
final year at ECU. He went to college because he didn’t know what he 
wanted to do with his life. He thought that college would guide him to 
discovering what he wanted to become in the world. 
 When asked if being Nigerian affected his college experience, his 
response was “Definitely.” He went on to say that when attending a 
PWI you are exposed to people from very different demographics. He 
said, “It’s obvious when you meet someone who is White, and their ide-
als don’t align with yours.” 
 When digging deeper into this he said, “it all has to deal with how we 
are raised. I think White people have different ideals because for the 
most part, I think how we grow up differs a lot, especially where I’m 
from and especially in this day and age.”
 In his four years at university, Ugorji has received his fair share of 
racial insensitivities. He’s been asked if people back in Nigeria live in 
huts, been compared to a gorilla due to his muscular build and been 
made fun of for his “slang” and aversion to certain spots on campus. 
 Prince has said he tries to give everyone the benefit of the doubt but 
sometimes it’s just so “unpleasant” knowing that’s their assumption. 
He hints that part of being in any minority group is knowing someone 
is always going to have a preconceived notion about you. For him, 
moving forward is about taking it with a grain of salt and moving on.
 When looking back at his decision to go to college, he says he felt 
subject to the idea of education being a safety blanket—an idea that 
many Americans have adopted over the years. Now, he simply be-
lieves college isn’t for everyone.
 As a rising college senior, one of my biggest wonders is what my 
college experience would have been like had I not attended a PWI. 
There’s a certain level of comfort in surrounding yourself with people 
who look like you. When I step into a classroom a wave of panic over-
comes me as I try to find someone who looks like me, but for everyone 
this is not the case. 
 Leah Reynolds will be entering her final year at NCCU in the fall. As 
she works to major in Counseling Psychology, she knows the reason 
she’s in school is to pursue her biggest passions. She says, “I have al-
ways wanted to help others feel heard.” 
 Now being at an HBCU, Leah has found her voice. “There’s some-
thing about seeing people who are of the same skin tone succeed that 
drives you to work harder.” For Leah, being at an HBCU eliminated 
all the judgement that normally comes with being a minority. Being 
accepted rather than judged for who she was made her more confident 
and motivated to further her education.
 One thing I’ve learned, specifically as a Black woman attending a 
PWI, is that you cannot live in a world expecting to blend in. The truth 
of the matter is that you never will. As minorities we are made with a 
culture and upbringing so rich and unique it isn’t meant to be blurred 
into the ideals of society. 
 It’s a mystery what the perfect mix is for the perfect college experi-
ence and if this year has taught me anything its that there may never 
be one. College is a journey. Navigating life as a minority is a journey. 
But living unapologetically is an empowering adventure.

Ahh.. Happy Independence

By Tyria McCray
Staff Writer

 There’s a saying, “give some-
one his or her flowers while they 
are living,” but in this case, cir-
cumstances are quite different. 
 Unfortunately, I did not get 
a chance to meet my great-
grandmother before she passed 
away which is why it is advanta-
geous to write this story. I want 
to make sure that she’s given 
all if not more of her flowers, by 
highlighting the significant im-
pact she left on the city of Baton 
Rouge, La., and the Legard fam-
ily.
 Eva Richard Legard, born De-
cember 31, 1924, in Lafayette, 
La., is widely known across the 
state of Louisiana for her pro-
found yet tenacious work with 
many organizations, providing 
guidance to local politicians, 
as well as being the first Black 
woman to serve on the East Ba-
ton Rouge School Board.
 The daughter of Leanna Jef-
ferson (who later remarried 
Leon Jefferson) and Elmo who 
passed away six months before 
she was born, along with her 
brother, grew up in Lafayette 
before relocating to South Baton 
Rouge in 1938. 
 Once relocating, she attended 
McKinley High School at age 19 
which served as the only school 
for African-Americans during 
that time, having graduated in 
1942. High school students uti-
lized the ferry to get to and from 
school, whereas some students 
even lived on the premises with 
local families in exchange for 
household chores.
 In a 1995 Louisiana archives 
interview given by Shanta Jen-
kins, my great-grandmother 
spoke on her social life growing 
up in South Baton Rouge during 
the Jim Crow Era.
 During her childhood, she and 
her peers gathered at the lo-
cal eatery known as The Delpit 
Chicken Shack, owned by Mr. 
Thomas Delpit Sr. As time went 
on, changes in the community 
came about. Eva shared that at 
one point, south Baton Rouge 
was a close-knit community. She 
emphasized that during those 
times, her mother and grand-
mother were her role models.
 Her grandmother (Mama 
Teast) was not an educated wom-
an but she had character. “Dur-
ing Depression times, people 
didn’t have food to eat. But 
my grandmother brought food 
from USL (now University of 
Louisiana and Lafayette) and 
people used to come from the 
entire block, the whole square, 
lot square, and get food that she 
would bring. Anybody that she 
could help, she did.” 
 Teast passed away at the age 
of
102 and is buried at a Catholic 

Legard’s Legacy Lives On In Louisiana

Church in Lafayette.
 As years went on, Legard grew 
an interest in politics, when she 
attended a school board meeting 
in 1980, in which members were 
debating on whether or not they 
wanted Blacks on the board. The 
meeting began around 4 p.m. 
and lasted. until a quarter to two 
a.m., when they finally passed a 
motion saying they would accept 
Blacks. 
 Of course, Eva had to think 
about it, as well as talk with her 
husband and children. After 
talking with her husband, chil-
dren, mom, and grandmother, 
they gave her their support. She 
went on to run against a former 
principal and activist and won, 
making her the first Black wom-
an to serve on the East Baton 
Rouge School Board from 1980 
until her retirement in 1994.
 Throughout her tenure, she 
played a vital role in the commu-
nity of Baton Rouge.
 Members of the Legard fam-
ily shared sentiments about her 
work. 
 “She was instrumental in help-
ing so many launch successful 
careers in politics, education, 
and beyond. I remember her 
phone being the epicenter of 
information, advice, and assis-
tance in solving some of the is-
sues that were plaguing the edu-
cation system and community,” 
said her granddaughter, Shea 
Davis.
 In addition to assisting poli-
ticians, she was also a devout 
Catholic, a member of St. Fran-
cis Xavier Catholic Church. She 
made it apparent to support the 
nuns and her priest.
 Her daughter Monica Legard 
stated that Eva was a true ser-
vant, she never failed to lend a 

helping hand; often times she 
would cook gumbo as well as 
help financially. All while help-
ing those at church, she worked 
as the assistant registrar of 
Southern University for many 
years.
 “She would come home after 
working hard on Southern’s cam-
pus during registration and the 
phone would ring at 11 p.m.–1 
a.m. in the night it would be 
a parent calling for help with 
their child in elementary to High 
School.” 
 Eva was also a lifetime mem-
ber of the NAACP, as well as a 
longtime member and president 
of the Board of the Baton Rouge 
Council on Human Relations. 
 In 1986, she received the 
Powell-Reznikoff Humanitarian 
Award.
 As one can see, she was indeed 
a legend in Baton Rouge. She 
worked tirelessly for the rights 
of African-Americans in Baton 
Rouge. 
 Her imprint can be seen today, 
as Polk Elementary, a 59-year-
old school originally named after 
President James Polk (former 
slaveholder) became the Eva 
Legard Research Center for 
Coastal Studies and Environ-
mental Studies. This center will 
be the first Baton Rouge Public 
School named after an African-
American, with classes starting 
in August. 
 I had the pleasure of speaking 
with a few of her former constit-
uents around Baton Rouge about 
the renaming.
 Louisiana State Representa-
tive, District 67, Patricia Haynes 
Smith also spoke about her late 
friend. 
 “Her legacy is embedded in 
the renaming of Polk Elemen-

tary to the Eva Legard Learn-
ing Center located in the area 
she represented. She definitely 
opened the door for other wom-
en who looked like her,” she 
said.
 Former Superintendent of 
Zachary Community Schools, 
Warren Drake also shared a 
comment. 
 “I knew your great-grand-
mother Eva very well. She was a 
stalwart in the community and in 
all of Baton Rouge. I am proud to 
have known her and I am a bet-
ter leader because of my respect 
for and my admiration for the 
way she took care of business. 
I looked up to her as a leader in 
EBR and one who ALL respected 
and admired.”
 Eva Mae Richard Legard 
passed away on May 7, 2005, at 
age 80.
 She received many accolades 
from other politicians as well as 
former president Bill Clinton.
 During her homegoing ser-
vice, the late Governor, Kathleen 
Blanco read a letter to her.
 Former Baton Rouge Mayor 
Kip Holden almost turned out 
the funeral by preaching as he 
spoke kind words of encourage-
ment. 
 Judge John Guidry and State 
Representative Joseph Delpit 
also spoke with compassion 
when it came to her. 
 She was a mother of 12, grand-
mother to 18, and great-grand-
mother of 19. 
 This goes without saying, 
but I am proud to be the great-
granddaughter of such a strong, 
tenacious woman.
 Her legacy still lives on when 
the community enters the doors 
of the Eva Legard Learning Cen-
ter.

Eva Legard (far right)(East Baton Rouge Parish School System)

Delmas Cooper Photos
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what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
—Romans 12:2

From the King James 
Version

 And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye trans-

formed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove 

SERMON of the WEEK

Practical Biblical Principles
FROM WHOM DO 

WE DECLARE OUR 
INDEPENDENCE (JULY 4TH) 

Read: Matthew 10:39–42 
 It is self-evident that the more 
anxious we are about our inner 
selves, the more we jeopardize 
ourselves. When we become con-
cerned with ourselves, we grow 
more uncertain of our security 
and self-worth. We are threat-
ened by doubts. We are defensive 
and self-centered. We become 
prejudiced and suspicious of oth-
ers.
 We hate and fear. We blame 
scapegoats for our misfortunes. 
We must hide our own shortcom-
ings. We must prove ourselves 
superior to some so we can shore 
up our flagging courage. Seek-
ing to find the reassurances we 
think would solve our problems, 
a stronger tonic for our egos be-
comes necessary. 
 Jesus reminds is that at such 
moments we have already start-
ed the process of our destruc-
tion. When we set out to save our 
own lives, we lose it in a hail-
storm of desperation. 
 The Easter story is the good 
news that God accepts us while 
we are unacceptable and thus 
our very weakness and exposure 
become the secret of strength 
and life. 
 The Fourth of July marks the 
birth of our nation. When we look 
at this day through the U.S. Con-
stitution, this is not an important 
day for all of us. Especially for 
people of color as it is celebrated 
to be. 
 We are living the years when 
patriotism has become suspect. 
Of the fifty-six white men who 
signed the Declaration of In-
dependence forty-one of them 

owned slaves. It is obvious that 
signing of this powerful docu-
ment did not include people 
of color as the “Declaration” 
declared independence of the 
Thirteen U.S. Colonies to be free 
from the control of Great Brit-
ain. 
 The signers gave no thought 
of independence of the Black 
slaves they owned and worked 
in the fields. Many of the signers 
of this “Declaration” document, 
such as Thomas Jefferson, took 
full advantage of sexual exploi-
tation of his female slaves. The 
late, White senator, Strom Thur-
mond of South Carolina, who 
was a “born in the wool” segre-
gationist and did not politically 
support any progress for Black 
people, also secretly took sexual 
advantage of Black females who 
worked for his family. Our own 
Rev. “Al Sharpton” is one of his 
offspring. 
 We now look back with shame 
and disillusionment upon those 
acts of hypocrisy, injustice, and 
bigotry which have soiled the 
pages of our nation’s history. Is 
it little wonder our nation’s mili-
tary is having trouble recruiting 
men to protect this nation’s U.S. 
Constitution? 
 In the middle of all that is hap-
pening in Washington, D.C. today 
and all the ugly social issues and 
crime taking place, even as we 
“drive and walk while black” we 
still seek to separate ourselves 
from such issues which tares at 
our soul’s identity. We tend to get 
desperate and frustrated with 
ourselves wanting to get away 
from it all. But we cannot suc-
cessfully do it because we and 
our hypocritical nation are still 
inter-dependent together in some 

strange social and political way, 
which do not make for a good 
pairing. This can be clearly seen 
if this nation gets into a war. 
 In the meanwhile, the souls of 
our black inner-selves cry out 
to be free from all this “crazy 
stuff.” Even God. God at this 
point in our lives can be seen as 
being too controlling and wants 
us to endure and take all the ugly 
stuff the world is throwing at us. 
We wish to be left alone. We wish 
to be at peace and have a good 
time with ourselves and families 
and friends. 
 All of this has come about be-
cause this long-lasting “pandem-
ic” is making all of us anxious 
and impatient. The pandemic has 
changed are lifestyle and given 
us much to fear in terms of liv-
ing long enough to have a good 
life. 
 Some may scapegoat and wish 
to blame God for this “shake-up.” 
We rush to get all our travel and 
social stuff in before the “boogie 
man” virus reels us in. At the 
same time many have stopped 
going to worship service. So, we 
are taking all national holidays 
as time to ourselves and have put 
God out of mind. 
 Many of God’s children have 
declared their independence 
from God on this Fourth of July 
and all other days. Yet God is 
waiting for us to fear not the vi-
rus and fully come back and de-
pend upon Him. He is waiting for 
us to return just like the Prodigal 
Son. God has not left us. 

J. L. Caldwell, Pastor 
New Jerusalem Baptist 

Cathedral 
Durham, NC 

Website: www.mynjbc.org 
Email: njbc84@gmail.com 

Sermon by: Overseer William 
Eli Ratcliff

 Then Peter got down out of the 
boat, walked on the water and 
came toward Jesus. But when 
he saw the wind, he was afraid 
and, beginning to sink, cried out, 
“Lord, save me!”

—Matthew 14:22–32 NIV.
 Keeping our focus on Jesus 
can and will be challenging for 
all of us as we face various tests 
and trials in life; Moreover, it 
was also a challenge for the dis-
ciples of Jesus as well.
 Nevertheless, in spite of chal-
lenges, one thing that we can be 
sure of is that God, in His wise 
Providence, Authority, and Pow-
er, will always help us MAIN-
TAIN, and if necessary, He’ll 
help us REGAIN our FOCUS on 
JESUS.
 If we jump back about 10 
verses to the pretext of this 
sermonic text, we will see in 
Matthew 14: 10 where after Je-
sus got the news that his first 
cousin’s head had been cut off 
and placed on a platter, he left 
immediately from where He was 
and went to a private place of 
solitude.
 This was a heartrending time 
for Jesus, but God turned it all 
into good when the people in 
many villages heard where Je-
sus was and decided to follow 
Him. 
 When Jesus turned from His 
place of privacy, there was a 
large multitude that had traveled 
by foot waiting for Him. When 
Jesus saw the large crowd, He 
had compassion for them and 
healed them of their sicknesses. 
Here, Jesus showed His feelings 
of love and care that He had for 
the people.  
 I’m sure many in the crowd 
were happy and astonished to 
be miraculously healed. But 
now it was getting late in the 
evening, and the now tired and 
hungry disciples began to com-
plain and recommended that 
Jesus send the people back to 
their villages to get something 
to eat.

 But when Jesus told them to 
feed the people, they said they 
did not have enough money to 
pay for the crowd’s dinner. Here 
are some lessons to learn from 
this passage.
 1. Don’t make excuses and 
lose your focus when you get 
tired. That’s when we have to 
press on. The race is not given 
to the swift nor to the strong, 
but he that endures to the end.
 2. Don’t lose your focus when 
you don’t have much. Don’t 
say we can’t, or we don’t have 
enough. When you lose focus, 
you will forget that the God we 
serve can make a way out of no 
way!
 Jesus said give the loaves and 
fish to me and He took a little 
lad’s lunch and opened up an all 
you can eat seafood buffet! Fur-
thermore, they all ate, including 
the negative minded disciples.
 I believe it was time for the 
disciples to learn a lesson when 
Jesus dismissed the crowd and 
made, or should I say, He forced 
his disciples to get in the boat 
and cross over on the other side.
 He knew they were going 
to be in a storm because He’s 
omniscient (He knows things 
before they happen). He didn’t 
need the weather channel, a 
meteorologist or an app on a 
smartphone like we do; But He 
knew the weather forecast and 
was far more accurate without 
error compared to the weather 
reports that we have been get-
ting lately.
 It was God’s will that they go 
through a storm in the middle 
of the sea in the middle of the 
night before dawn, because a 
test and trial in a fierce storm 
would be a good lesson that 
would teach them to regain their 
focus.
 When they saw Jesus walking 
on the water, they became ter-
rified because they thought He 
was a ghost! Lastly, don’t lose 
your focus when you are scared. 
God has not given us a Spirit of 
fear.
 They all were in the same 

boat, just like us when it comes 
to facing storms and unexpected 
challenging events in our life. 
Although everybody in the boat 
was having a Scooby-Doo mo-
ment, astonishingly, at least one 
of them, Peter, stepped out of 
the boat and walked into the wa-
ter by faith.
 But when Peter took his eyes 
off of Jesus, he lost his focus 
and began to sink because in-
stead of keeping his eyes on Je-
sus, he felt the wind in his face 
and looked at the boisterous and 
notorious rocking waves.
 Peter yelled out, “Lord save 
me,” and Jesus reached down 
His hand and pulled Peter up 
and they both got back in the 
boat.
 Now a lesson has been well 
learned and their faith has 
grown because now they all wor-
shiped right where they were 
and proclaimed this must be the 
Son of God.
 These are the same disciples 
that failed to see that when 
Jesus was with them miracles 
were performed and sick people 
were healed. 
 The storm, although challeng-
ing, was worth it. Although the 
winds and waves were over-
whelming, Jesus saved Peter 
and all that were in the boat. 
They made it to the other side 
because it was God’s will, in-
cluding the storm.
 Let’s keep our focus on Jesus 
in spite of what’s going on or 
happening.
 When you wake up in the 
morning, sing or hum that song, 
“This morning when I rose, I 
didn’t have no doubt that the 
Lord will take care of me and 
lead and guide me all the way.”
 The other side of death is life 
for them that believe; let’s keep 
our focus on our Savior, Jesus 
Christ our Lord! 
 To view complete sermons by 
Pastor William Eli Ratcliff and 
other guest ministers, please 
visit our website at lincolnpark-
church.com on our YouTube 
Channel.

By Deepa Bharath
Associated Press

 LOS ANGELES (AP)—Nate Loo-
ney is a Black man who grew up 
in Los Angeles, a descendant of 
enslaved people from genera-
tions ago. He’s also an observant, 
kippah-wearing Jew.
 But he doesn’t always feel wel-
come in Jewish spaces—his skin 
color sometimes elicits question-
ing glances, suspicions and hurtful 
assumptions. Once, he walked into 
a synagogue dressed for Shabbat 
services in slacks and a buttoned-
down shirt and was told to go to 
the kitchen.
 “The last thing you want to hap-
pen when you go to a synagogue 
to attend a service,” Looney said, 
“is to be treated like you don’t be-
long.”
 Now Looney is in a position to do 
something about that, after being 
named to the new role of director 
of community, safety and belong-
ing for the Jewish Equity Diver-
sity and Inclusion team at the Jew-
ish Federations of North America, 
or JFNA, in April. He believes he 
can channel his painful personal 
experiences into healing divisions 
and changing perceptions, and 
help make a trip to the synagogue 
a spiritual rather than a scarring 
encounter for Jews of color.
 In this new role, Looney has 
been tackling the delicate task of 
producing guidelines on how to be 
more welcoming of Jews of color, 
even as synagogues and commu-
nity centers strengthen security in 
the wake of recent attacks includ-
ing mass shootings in Pittsburgh 
and Poway, Calif. The concern is 
that such boosted security increas-
es the likelihood of racial profiling 
incidents affecting congregants of 
color.
 It’s a relatively small but grow-
ing demographic. A Pew Center 
survey in 2021 showed just 8 
percent of U.S. Jews identify as 
Hispanic, Black or Asian, but 
that nearly doubled to 15 percent 
among respondents aged 18 to 29. 
The poll also found that 17 percent 
reported living in a nonWhite or 
multiracial household.
 Looney, 37, has led a life that has 

taken several turns. He served 
in the military police as part of 
the Louisiana National Guard and 
spent nine months overseas train-
ing Iraqi police forces. He has 
worked in real estate and has even 
done urban farming, selling micro-
greens in local markets.
 His spiritual journey began at 
13 when a friend asked Looney, 
whose father was Baptist and 
mother was Episcopalian, about 
his own religion. Despite his fam-
ily’s Christian faith, Looney said he 
never felt connected to it.
 “I was obstinate that (Christian-
ity) wasn’t for me,” he said. “When 
I think about African enslave-
ment in America and how religion 
was something that was forced, 
I believed that the religion I was 
practicing was not true to who my 
ancestors were.”
 Looney embraced Judaism while 
still a teen because he viewed it as 
a faith that gives believers permis-
sion to ask difficult, uncomfortable 
questions, though he didn’t for-
mally convert until age 26.
 It was after the police killing of 
George Floyd and the racial reck-
oning of summer 2020 that Loo-
ney began working with organi-
zations to raise awareness about 
Jews of color. It was also during 
that time that JFNA launched its 
diversity, equity and inclusion ini-
tiative.
 Looney said Jews of color are 
often subjected to questions about 
their Jewish origins. Even when 
well intentioned, those queries can 
be painful because they cast doubt 
on their identity right away and 
imply they don’t belong, he said.
 Add to that the increased securi-
ty at synagogues, and there’s even 
greater potential for people to feel 
othered or unwelcome.
 “How do you strike a balance? 
You don’t want to exclude anyone, 
and yet you want to be discern-
ing of who is coming in the door,” 
Looney said. “Cultural competency 
is important. Just the fact that 
someone who is Black is walking 
in shouldn’t raise alarms.”
 He knows from personal experi-
ence. The morning of the Tree of 
Life synagogue mass shooting in 
Pittsburgh on Oct. 27, 2018, Looney 

was unaware it had taken place be-
cause he was not using his phone 
in observance of Shabbat. When he 
entered a synagogue, he got more 
questions and “experienced deep-
er scrutiny” from security guards, 
and it was painful.
 “If that were my first time enter-
ing that community,” he said, “I 
would’ve never come back.”
 The guidelines he is working on 
will be shared with Jewish federa-
tions across North America and, 
Looney hopes, implemented at the 
local level by synagogues and com-
munity centers. Just two months 
into his job, he says they are a 
work in progress but will continue 
to evolve over time.
 One goal is to inculcate in secu-
rity guards a deeper understand-
ing of the diversity of the Jewish 
community, he said: “We’re start-
ing to have these types of conver-
sations and that’s a great begin-
ning.”
 Rabbi Isaiah Rothstein, who 
founded the diversity, equity and 
inclusion initiative and serves as 
JFNA’s public affairs advisor, said 
Looney’s professional experience 
as a military policeman and his 
lived experience as a Jewish per-
son of color make him uniquely 
qualified to boost inclusivity while 
being cognizant of the sensitive 
relationship between law enforce-
ment and people of color.
 “Security and belonging don’t 
have to be mutually exclusive,” 
said Rothstein, who is the son of a 
White father and a Black mother 
and has seen his darker-skinned 
relatives being treated differently 
in synagogues. “Nate is helping us 
bring an equity lens to make sure 
all our institutions are safe and 
secure while creating a culture 
of belonging for all Jews and our 
loved ones.”
 Sabrina Sojourner, an African- 
American Jewish chaplain at St. 
Elizabeths Hospital in Washington 
who met Looney at a leadership 
seminar five years ago, said people 
of color are “profiled conscious-
ly and unconsciously by White 
people” and Looney’s role at the 
JFNA is crucial to help transform 
assumptions about “who is the 
threat and who is not.”

Black Jewish Leader Fights
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How Can We Slow The Increase In 

The Home Prices?
By Mike Walden
Guest Editorial

 The numbers are jaw-drop-
ping. In 2020, the average 
house price rose 11 percent. 
In 2021, home prices jumped 
another 19 percent. And, if the 
price gains thus far in 2022 
continue for the entire year, 
the price of the average home 
will have increased 28 per-
cent. Including compounding, 
this would mean an astound-
ing 69 percent rise in home 
prices over three years.
 These are national averages, 
meaning in some markets the 
price jumps have been larger, 
while in others they have been 
smaller. Also, the methodol-
ogy for generating the num-
bers only compares repeat 
sales for the same homes. This 
means none of the price gains 
are due to comparing bigger 
or better homes to smaller 
homes or those of lesser qual-
ity.
 Of course, like many things, 
the pandemic has had an im-
pact on home prices. His-
torically low interest rates 
—complements of the Fed-
eral Reserve—plus stimulus 
checks and other federal fi-
nancial assistance motivated 
more home-buying. At the 
same time, economic shut-
downs and slow-downs have 
increased the cost of many 
construction materials. For 
example, lumber prices are 
more than twice as high today 
as prior to the pandemic.
 Most economists think these 
impacts of the pandemic on 
the housing market will dis-
sipate over time. Does this 
mean house prices will even-
tually come back to earth?
 Not necessarily. Even before 
the pandemic, home prices 
were increasing faster than 
household income, especially 
in metropolitan areas. The rea-
son is simple. Metro regions 
have experienced substantial 
economic expansion during the 
21st century. They are home to 
growing industries like tech-
nology, finance, healthcare and 
professional services. Metro 
areas also have colleges and 
universities that train highly-
educated graduates to work in 
these sectors.  
 As a result, more households 
have moved to metro areas for 
work. Over 80 percent of the 
nation’s population now lives 
in metropolitan regions, even 
though those regions account 
for only three percent of the 
nation’s land mass. We can 
see this shift in North Caro-
lina, where urban areas like 
Charlotte, the Triad and the 
Triangle are rapidly growing, 
while numerous rural counties 
are losing population.
 Housing requires land, and 
as more people have moved 
to metro areas, that land be-
comes more expensive. The 
higher land costs are then 
passed on to higher prices for 
homes and more expansive 
rents for apartments. Certain-
ly, households can move to the 
outer edges of metro regions 
where land is less expensive, 
but then they often must en-
dure long and congested com-
mutes to access jobs, shop-
ping, schools and entertain-

ment.  
 So, what can be done? Some 
communities have imposed 
controls on housing prices, 
particularly for apartment 
rents. While such controls can 
provide immediate relief, re-
search also shows the controls 
can result in less maintenance 
and repairs for units, and can 
also discourage construction 
of new units.
 Another possibility is pub-
lic subsidies for housing. For 
example, rents or mortgage 
payments paid might be set at 
some percentage of the house-
hold’s income. Costs above 
that would be paid by a gov-
ernmental body, like a munici-
pality, county or state. Some 
communities have these or 
similar programs, but they are 
very limited in the number of 
households assisted.  
 The reason is these pro-
grams can become very ex-
pensive, very fast. Each year 
households spend near $1 tril-
lion on their house payments 
and rents. Subsidizing even a 
small part of this amount can 
quickly create a major ex-
pense for the government.
 Rather than working on the 
consumer side to address the 
problem, an alternative is to 
approach the issue from the 
supply side by encouraging 
more construction of housing 
units. Tactics include changing 
zoning to allow more density 
per land area, meaning more 
housing units can be built in 
the existing space of the com-
munity.  
 However, zoning changes are 
not without controversy. Resi-
dents who bought homes in a 
neighborhood because of its 
low density might feel cheated 
from a zoning change allowing 
higher density. There are also 
concerns about higher densi-
ties reducing open space.
 Another supply approach 
is to alter local regulations 
to allow lower cost construc-
tion methods, such as modular 
construction. Here, the compo-
nents of a dwelling are made 
in a factory and assembled at 
the dwelling’s site, potentially 
reducing costs 10 to 20% com-
pared to “stick-built” construc-
tion where the entire structure 
is built on site.
 Lastly, some futurists think 
the high cost of urban housing 
could be defeated by remote 
work. For someone working 
remotely, daily access to a 
work site in the city will not 
be a necessity.  Plus, as drone 
delivery of products and on-
line delivery of services such 
as education and medical care 
become more widespread, liv-
ing in rural and small-town 
areas where housing costs are 
cheaper will become more 
plausible and likely.
 Housing costs are the big-
gest single expense for most 
people, and those expenses 
have gotten bigger during 
the 21st century. Can housing 
costs be moderated, resulting 
in an increase in the average 
person’s standard of living? 
You decide.
 Walden is a Reynolds Distin-
guished Professor Emeritus at 
North Carolina State Univer-
sity 

To Be 

Equal
By Marc H. Morial
President, National Urban League

 Editor’s Note: The Following Is A Reprint Of A Previous 
Column On The January 9 Committee.

JANUARY 6 ATTACK RAGES ON THROUGH 
SCOFFLAWS DEFYING SUBPOENAS AND SABOTAGING 

INVESTIGATION
 “The notion that you can withhold information and docu-
ments from Congress no matter whether you are the party 
in power or not in power is wrong. Respect for the rule of 
law must mean something, irrespective of the vicissitudes 
of political cycles.”

—Trey Gowdy, former Chair, U.S. House Oversight Com-
mittee

When former President Trump tried to block the release of 
White House documents to the House committee investi-
gating the deadly January 6 insurrection, a judge reminded 
him that presidents are not kings, Trump is not President, 
and presidential executive privilege exists for the benefit 
of the Republic, not any individual.
 Now former White House chief strategist Steve Bannon, 
who escaped justice on mail fraud and money launder-
ing thanks to a pardon from his old boss, is trying to use 
Trump’s non-existent privilege to excuse his own flouting 
of the law.
 Bannon was indicted by a federal grand jury on two 
counts of criminal contempt of Congress after ignoring the 
committee’s subpoenas. His defense, that he was heeding 
legal advice that he respect Trump’s baseless claims of ex-
ecutive privilege, is ludicrous and outrageous.
 Even if the former president were entitled to executive 
privilege—and, again, he is not—it would not apply to his 
communications with Bannon, who left the White House in 
2017.
 Furthermore, even if privilege did apply to those commu-
nications, ignoring a duly-issued Congressional subpoena 
for more than seven weeks is not the way to invoke it.
 As legal experts Norman Eisen, Joanna Lydgate, and 
Joshua Perry wrote in a CNN op-ed:
 “A person who wants to invoke a legitimate privilege in 
good faith doesn’t simply ignore a subpoena. He responds 
on time, and he negotiates. He turns over all relevant docu-
ments that aren’t covered by the privilege, and produces a 
privilege log indicating which documents he isn’t turning 
over and why. He doesn’t simply skip out on a scheduled 
deposition. He shows up, answers when he can, and invokes 
the privilege on a question-by-question basis.”
 He faces a minimum sentence of 30 days and a maximum 
of one year in jail and fines ranging from $100 to $100,000 
on each count of contempt of Congress.
 Bannon made no secret of his treasonous intent when he 
surrendered to the FBI, saying, “We’re taking down the 
Biden regime.”
 The others who have been ordered to ignore the Com-
mittee’s subpoenas—former White House chief of staff 
Mark Meadows, former deputy chief of staff Dan Scavino, 
former Defense Department Chief of Staff Kash Patel, and 
former Assistant Attorney General Jeffrey Clark, must 
decide whether their loyalty lies with the United States of 
America, or with their disgraced former boss.
 Trump’s Congressional allies already have declared their 
contempt for the rule of law, as Politico reported, “strongly 
signaling that a future GOP-led House would use the threat 
of criminal prosecution to extract testimony from Biden’s 
aides.”
 What exactly did they think they were doing when they 
issued more than 100 Congressional subpoenas to President 
Obama’s administration? Every one of those subpoenas—
like every subpoena—carries the threat of criminal pros-
ecution if it is ignored.
 Congress has not just the authority but a duty to conduct 
oversight of the President and his administration. Some of 
the very same members feigning outrage over the January 
6th Committee’s investigation were perfectly content to ex-
ercise the very same subpoena power they now decry.
 Unlike many of the Congressional investigations con-
ducted during the Obama era—some of which even Repub-
lican members admitted were purely political—the U.S. 
House Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th 
Attack on the United States Capitol is focused on the grav-
est threat to the republic in modern history. Those who at-
tacked the Capitol sought to overturn an election through 
terrorism and violence, in defiance of the Constitution and 
every principle we, as Americans, hold dear.
 Though law enforcement quelled the mob on January 6, 
the attack on the nation rages on through those who defy 
the Committee’s duly-issued subpoenas and seek to sabo-
tage their investigation.
 “It’s unfortunate that Mr. Meadows has chosen to join a 
very small group of witnesses who believe they are above 

 Child 
 Watch
 By Marian Wright Edelman

THE FOURTH OF JULY
 “In a sense we’ve come to our nation’s capital to cash 
a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the 
magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declara-
tion of Independence, they were signing a promissory note 
to which every American was to fall heir. This note was 
the promise that all men, yes, Black men as well as white 
men, would be guaranteed the ‘unalienable Rights of Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.’ It is obvious today 
that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar 
as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honor-
ing this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro 
people a bad check, a check which has come back marked 
‘insufficient funds.’ But we refuse to believe that the bank 
of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are 
insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this 
nation.’’

—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., speech at the March on 
Washington

 This year, as our nation celebrates the Fourth of July, 
crowds in Washington, D.C. will once again gather on the 
National Mall and watch fireworks launched from the sides 
of the Lincoln Memorial’s Reflecting Pool. 2022 marks the 
centennial of the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial itself, 
and the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom 
has been just one of the events held in the Lincoln Memo-
rial’s shadow that reminded us of the nation’s founding 
promises the Lincoln Memorial was meant to reaffirm—
and the work left to be done to live up to them.
 When the Lincoln Memorial was dedicated in May 1922, 
Tuskegee Institute President Robert Russa Moton was the 
only Black American invited to speak to the segregated 
audience. Former President William Howard Taft, by then 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, was serving as presi-
dent of the Lincoln Memorial Commission and asked to re-
view an advance copy of Dr. Moton’s speech. He requested 
that about 500 words criticizing the federal government 
for its failure to protect African-Americans be taken out; 
as he put it, “suggest that in making the cut you give more 
unity and symmetry by emphasizing tribute and lessening 
appeal. I am sure you wish to avoid any insinuation of at-
tempt to make the occasion one for propaganda.” That kind 
of “suggestion” may still sound familiar today. Dr. Moton 
did make cuts, but opened with the metaphor of the two 
ships that symbolized America’s founding: the Mayflower, 
which arrived in 1620 bearing “the pioneers of freedom,” 
and the slave ship that arrived at Jamestown in 1619, bear-
ing “the pioneers of bondage.”
 Dr. Moton noted those two forces had been destined for 
conflict from the beginning. He celebrated the Civil War 
as a turning point, but said the work continued: “There has 
been started on these shores the great experiment of the 
ages—an experiment in human relationships, where men 
and women of every nation, of every race and creed, are 
thrown together. Here we are engaged, consciously or un-
consciously, in the great problems of determining how dif-
ferent races can not only live together in peace but cooper-
ate in working out a higher and better civilization than has 
yet been achieved.”
 Dr. Moton continued: “I like to think that here to-day, 
while we dedicate this symbol of our gratitude, that the Na-
tion is dedicated anew by its own determined will to fulfill 
to the last letter the task imposed upon it by the martyred 
dead, that here it firmly resolves that the humblest citizen, 
of whatever color or creed, shall enjoy that equal opportu-
nity and unhampered freedom for which the immortal Lin-
coln gave the last full measure of devotion... With malice 
toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right 
as God gives us to see the right, I somehow believe that all 
of us, Black and White, both North and South, are going 
to strive on to finish the work which he so nobly began to 
make America an example for the world of equal justice 
and equal opportunity for all who strive and are willing to 
serve under the flag that makes men free.”
 That work would not be finished when Dr. King spoke 
from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial 41 years later, and 
it is not finished yet. But the chance for all of us to come 
together to make America the shining beacon it has always 
promised to be is still here today. Every Fourth of July is 
another opportunity to rededicate our nation to making its 
founding principles real for all.

the law and are defying a Select Committee subpoena out-
right,” Committee Chair Bennie G. Thompson and Vice 
Chair Liz Cheney said in a statement. “Mr. Meadows, Mr. 
Bannon, and others who go down this path won’t prevail in 
stopping the Select Committee’s effort getting answers for 
the American people about January 6th, making legislative 
recommendations to help protect our democracy, and help-
ing ensure nothing like that day ever happens again.”  
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LEGALS

DURHAM COUNTY
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000739
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Carolyn Husketh Foss, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 16th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 16th day of June 2022. 
Patricia Keith Brinkley
Executor
10225 Boyce Rd
Creedmoor, NC 27522
6/16,6/23,6/30 and 7/7/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 349
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administratrix of the 
Estate of Alton Royce Elliott, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 16th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 16th day of June 2022. 
Debra Elliott Putman
Administratrix
4717 Kiger Road
Rougemont, NC 27572
6/16,6/23,6/30 and 7/7/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
COUNTY OF DURHAM

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of Sarah Judd Gilchrist, 
deceased, this is to notify all 
persons, firm, and corporations 
having claims against the Estate 
of Sarah Judd Gilchrist to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the  16th day of September, 
2022, or thei Notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All perosns, 
firms, and corporations indebted 
to said Estate, please make 
immediate payment.
 This the 16th day of June, 2022. 
Stephanie L. Judd
Executor
916 Davinci Street
Durham, NC 27702
6/16,6/23,6/30 and 7/7/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 798
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Co-Administrator of 
the Estate of Merrill Patton Knight 
Jr., late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 26th day of September 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 23th day of June, 2022. 
Gary Merrill Cross
Co-Administrator
Walter John Cross III
Co-Administrator
627 E Hammond Street
Durham, NC 27704
6/23,6/30,7/7 and 7/14/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000833
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Margaret Anne Biddle, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 26th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 

will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 23th day of June, 2022. 
John K Biddle III
Executor
3 Kara Place
Durham, NC 27712
6/23,6/30,7/7 and 7/14/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of Francisca Cortell of 
Durham County, North Carolina, the 
undersigned does hereby notify all 
persons, firms, and corporations 
having claims against the estate of 
said decedent to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before the 
23rd day of September, 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
 This is the 23rd day of June, 
2022.
Jose Cortell 
Executor 
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs 
4 Consultant Place 
Durham, NC 27707
6-23, 6-30, 7-7 & 7-14, 2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 000811
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Joreen Cates Evans, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 26th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 23rd day of June 2022. 
Lisa Evans Watts
Executor
4321 Hope Valley Dr
Hillsborough, NC 27278
6/23,6/30,7/7 and 7/14/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
 ALL PERSONS, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against Wil-
liam S. Cline AKA William Scherer 
Cline, deceased, of Rowan County, 
N.C., are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on or 
before 9-26-2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked 
to make immediate payment.  
 This 23rd day of June, 2022.  
Cosby Swanson AKA Cosby Swan-
son, III
Executor of the Estate of William S. 
Cline AKA William Scherer Cline
c/o Lori M. Bernstein
Attorney at Law
2726 Croasdaile Dr. Suite 202
Durham, North Carolina 27705
6-23, 6-30, 7-7, 7-14-2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000834
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Sadie Burton, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 30th day of June 2022. 
Norris Burton
Administrator
2606 Hitchcock Drive
Durham, NC 27705
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 001959
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Ajeurai Ciara Hands, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 

the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 30th day of June 2022. 
Arvyette M Patterson
Administrator
8613 Riley HIll Road
Zebulon, NC 27597
6/30.7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
File Number 22 E 875

 RAVI NAIR ESTATE
 The  unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Ravi Nair late of DURHAM 
County, NC does hereby notify all 
persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said estate 
to present them to the undersigned 
at the address below on or before 
the 30th day of September 2022, 
or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of their recovery.  All persons 
indebted to said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.  
 This, the 30th day of June 2022.  
Paul R Nair 
Executor of the Estate of Ravi Nair   
c/o The Law Office of Anne Page 
Watson, PLLC 
3400 Croasdaile Drive Suite 205 
Durham, NC 27705
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of June, 
2022, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF WILLIAM PAUL BOYETTE, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
 This, the 30th day of June, 2022.
HEATHER BOYETTE JENNINGS
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF WILLIAM PAUL 
BOYETTE
c/o Shirley M. Diefenbach, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 24th day of June, 
2022, as Executor of the ESTATE 
OF CLAUDIA JOYCE GOLLOP, 
Deceased, of Durham County, 
North Carolina, does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 30th day of 
September, 2022 or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons indebted to said 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
 This, the 30th day of June, 2022.
CHRISTINA GUNTER
EXECUTOR
ESTATE OF CLAUDIA JOYCE 
GOLLOP
c/o Rupe S. Gill, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 ALL PERSONS, f i rms and 
corporations having claims against 
STEVE MISHUE, deceased, of 
Durham County,  N .C . ,  a re 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
September 30, 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
 Debtors  o f  the  decedent 
are asked to make immediate 
payment. This 30 day of June, 
2022.
Janet C. Mishue 
Executrix 
1607 Baptist Road 
Durham, NC 27704
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000867
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Steven Dean Parker, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 

said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 30th day of June, 2022. 
Christian Parker
Executor
4832 Swift Creek School Rd
Whitakers, NC 27891
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 751
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Elizabeth L. Clanton a/k/a 
Elizabeth Lewis Clanton, late of 
Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 30th day of June, 2022. 
Marian Clanton Black
Administrator
921 Windcrest Road
Durham, NC 27713
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 861
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Delois Ann Johnson, late 
of Durham County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 30th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 30th day of June 2022. 
Michele Lee Smith
Administrator
1000 Sparrow Trail Apt B
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
6/30,7/7,7/14 and 7/21/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 801
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Darlene Sams, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 7th day of 
October 2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 7th day of July 2022. 
Joseph D Sams, Jr.
Executor
314 Bridget Way
Creedmoor, NC 27522
7/7,7/14,7/21 and 7/28/2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
File No. 22 E 874

 Having qualified as Executor 
of the Estate of Norma James 
Paschall of Durham County, North 
Carolina, the undersigned does 
hereby notify all persons, firms, 
and corporations having claims 
against the estate of said decedent 
to exhibit them to the undersigned 
on or before the 7th day of 
October, 2022, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
All persons, firms, corporations 
indebted to the said estate will 
please make immediate payment 
to the undersigned.
 This is the 7th day of July, 2022.
Carlos James Lopez 
Executor
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs 
4 Consultant Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
7-7, 7-14, 7-21 & 7-28, 2022

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

File No. 22 E 872
 H a v i n g  q u a l i f i e d  a s 
Administratrix of the Estate of 
Mildred H. Neal of Durham County, 
North Carolina, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of said 
decedent to exhibit them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
7th day of October, 2022, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. All persons, firms, 
corporations indebted to the said 
estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
 This is the 7th day of July, 2022.
Lori Lynn Neal Phillips
Administratrix 
c/o Richard F. Prentis, Jr., Stubbs, 
Cole, Breedlove, Prentis & Biggs
4 Consultant Place 
Durham, NC 27707 
7-7, 7-14, 7-21 & 7-28, 2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 877
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Jean Ledbetter, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 7th day of 
October 2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 7th day of July, 2022. 
Tarik Ledbetter
Executor
4 Jun Valley
Durham, NC 27707
7/7,7/14,7/21 and 7/28/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 499
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executrix of the Estate 
of Leona W. Goss, late of Durham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
wishes to notify all persons having 
claims against the Estate of said 
deceased to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 7th day of 
October 2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 7th day of July, 2022. 
Deborah G. Morgan a/k/a Deborah 
Kay Goss
Executrix 
620 Balcombe Road
Rocky Point, NC 28457
7/7,7/14,7/21 and 7/28/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
DURHAM COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 22 E 892
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Joseph D. Rogers, Sr., 
late of Durham County, North 
Carolina, hereby wishes to notify all 
persons having claims against the 
Estate of said deceased to exhibit 
them to the undersigned at the 
below listed address on or before 
the 7th day of October 2022, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 7th day of July, 2022. 
Joseph D. Rogers, Jr.
Administrator 
3708 Appling Way
Durham, NC 27703
7/7,7/14,7/21 and 7/28/2022
NORTH CAROLINA
DURHAM COUNTY 
In the General Court of Justice 

District Court Division 
File No. 22-CVD-686

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION 

To: JOHN DOE, Defendant. 
 Take notice that a pleading seek-
ing relief against you has been filed 
in the above-entitled action. The 
nature of the relief being sought is 
for child custody. You are required 
to make defense to such pleading 
no later than the 17th day of Au-
gust, said date being at least forty 
(40) days from the first publication 
of this Notice, and upon your fail-
ure to do so, the Plaintiff, MARTINA 

ClassifiedsClassifieds

WAKE COUNTY
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND 

DEBTORS OF  
BETSY J. BRYANT 

 A l l  p e r s o n s ,  f i r m s  a n d 
corporat ions hav ing c la ims 
against Betsy J. Bryant, late of 
Wake County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit them to Jewel 
Elizabeth White Williams at the 
address shown below on or before 
September 16, 2022or be barred 
from their recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment.
 This the 16th day of June, 2022.
Jewel Elizabeth White Williams 
Executor 
Betsy Bryant Estate 
Ronnie C. Reaves 
Attorney 
Post Office Box 587
Weldon, North Carolina 27890 
(Tel) 252-536-2503
(Fax) 252-536-5130
6/16,6/23,6/30 and 7/7/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 002306
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of Clarence Estes, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 16th day 
of September 2022, or this notice 
will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 16th day of June 2022. 
Ann Estes Cooper
Administrator
3322 Frairtuck Road
Raleigh, NC 27610
6/16,6/23,6/30 and 7/7/2022
In the General Court of Justice

District Court Division
File Number: 22 CVD 07467

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF 
PROCESS BY PUBLICATION

Christopher Winston Davenport,
PLAINTIFF

vs.
Katrina Adell Sanders Davenport,

DEFENDANT.
 TO: Katr ina Adel l  Sanders 
Davenport, DEFENDANT.
 TAKE NOTICE that a pleading 
seeking relief against you has 
been filed in the above action. The 
nature of the relief being sought 
is as follows: Plaintiff is seeking 
judgment for absolute divorce.
 You are required to make 
defense to such pleading no later 
than the 11th day of August, 2022, 
which is 40 days from the first 
publication of this notice. Upon 
your failure to file a pleading by 
the above date, the party seeking 
service against you will apply to 
the court for the relief sought.
 This the 30th day of June, 2022.
Christopher Winston Davenport
Plaintiff
PO Box 24951
Raleigh, NC 27611
6/30, 7/7,14/2022
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
WAKE COUNTY

NOTICE OF SERVICE 
OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
In The General Court Of Justice

Superior Court Division
Before the Clerk

File Number 2022 E 000225
 The  Unders igned ,  hav ing 
qualified as Executor of the Estate 
of Rozita Vanessa Harrell, late 
of Wake County, North Carolina, 
hereby wishes to notify all persons 
having claims against the Estate of 
said deceased to exhibit them to 
the undersigned at the below listed 
address on or before the 7th day of 
October 2022, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. 
 All persons indebted to the 
Estate will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned at the 
below listed address. 
 This the 7th day of July, 2022. 
Desha J Posey
Executor
410 Rolling Pine Lane
Duncan, SC 29334
7/7,7/14,7/21 and 7/28/2022

EUNICE PEREZ ROBLERO, will 
apply to the court for the relief 
sought. 
 This, the 7th day of July, 2022. 
Aneta Paval 
Paval Law Offices, PLLC 
7404 Chapel Hill Rd
Suite M  
Raleigh NC 27607  
Telephone: (919) 410-6690
7/7,14,21/22
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WANTED WBE, MBE & DBE BIDS
for the following jobs:

NCDOT DIVISION FIVE LETTING
DE00344 Wake Co.  Bid Date:  July 13th 

NCDOT CENTRAL LETTING
C204217 Pamlico Co.  Bid Date:  July 19th 
C204655 Wake Co.  Bid Date:  July 19th 
C204729 Johnston Co.  Bid Date:  July 19th 
C204750  Brunswick Co  Bid Date:  July 19th 

These projects may involve some or all of the following 
aspects of construction: construction survey, clear and grub, 
trucking, drainage, milling, paving, incidental concrete, fence 
and guardrail, signs, structures, traffic control, utilities, sig-
nals, pavement marking, erosion control and seeding.  Bids 

can be emailed to  stw.quotes@stwcorp.com
Please contact S. T. Wooten at 252-291-5165,

Fax 252-243-0900 no later than 5:00 p.m. the day before the 
bid date.

The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42, US.C. 2000d to 2000d-4) and the 
Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirma-
tively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to the 
advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be 
afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response 
to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or national origin in consideration for 
an award.  In accordance with other related nondiscrimina-
tion authorities, bidders and contractors will also not be dis-
criminated against on the grounds of sex, age, disability, low-
income level, creed/religion, or limited English proficiency in 
consideration for an award.

ATTENTION:  DBE’S-WBE’S-MBE’S
Barnhill Contracting Company will be bidding on the 
following project on July 19th, 2022. We are most interested 
in receiving quotes from your company on these projects:

Coastal Paving Division  Contract ID: C204750
Contact: Contact Michael Griggs, mgriggs@

barnhillcontraction.com, at 910-
675-2554 or fax 910-675-3709 in 
our Shallotte Office located at 2284 
Ocean Hwy W., Shallotte, NC 28459.

Pre-Bid Meeting: Friday July 8th, 2022 at 9:00 AM

1. For hauling operations, we will need to know how 
many of your own hauling units will be available for this 
project. We will need this on your written quote prior to 
bid time and this will be made a part of any subcontract. 

2. Plans and specifications are available at:

 a. NC DOT: https://connect.ncdot.gov/letting/Pages/
Central-Letting-Details.aspx?let_type=Central&let_
date=2022-07-19%2000:00:00 

 b. Plans may also be viewed in our offices. Please call 
for an appointment.

3. This project includes opportunities on, but not limited to 
hauling, clearing & grubbing, grading & excavation, pipe 
install, milling, sidewalk, driveways & ramps, trenchless 
install of utilities, water/sewer line install, retaining walls, 
curb & gutter, roadway grading & excavation, milled 
rumble strips, construction surveying, minor drainage 
structures, work zone control, guardrails, heavy duty tow, 
pavement markings, temporary silt fence, and seeding 
and mulching. All firms or persons interested in bidding 
on any applicable portions of these projects or supplying 
materials for any applicable portions of this project are 
invited to contact us direct or by phone (we accept 
collect calls). By submitting a quote, it is understood that 
you have read and understand the specifications.

“The North Carolina Department of Transportation, in 
accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 US.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) 
and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders that it will 
affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises 
will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, or national origin in 
consideration for an award. In accordance with other related 
nondiscrimination authorities, bidders and contractors will 
also not be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, age, 
disability, low-income level, creed/religion, or limited English 
proficiency in consideration for an award.”

NC General Contractors Lic. # 3194
Attn:  Tom Shannon    AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the 
following contract in Greene County out for bid: C-11488 
Greene CI Roofing Repairs. The bid opening is scheduled for: 
Thursday, 08/04/2022. To obtain the Notice to Bidders, any 
Pre-Bid Requirements, and any Addenda visit: https://www.
ips.state.nc.u s/ips/AGENCY/PDF/14886800.pdf 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The North Carolina Department of Public Safety has the fol-
lowing contract in Edgecombe County out for bid: C-11491 
Edgecombe YDC Retrocommissioning. The bid opening is 
scheduled for: Thursday, 07/28/2022. To obtain the Notice to 
Bidders, any Pre-Bid Requirements, and any Addenda visit: 
https://www.ips.state.nc.u s/ips/AGENCY/PDF/148905100.pdf 

ClassifiedsClassifieds

St. Aug Invitational
   Over 200 runners from ages 5 to 80 converged upon St. 
Augustine’s University  to take part in the first Saint Au-
gustine’s University Youth Invitational held at the George 
Williams Athletic Complex on July 2, 2022. 
    Hosted by new Track & Field Coach, and 400m dash 
Olympic Medalist, Bershawn Jackson; athletes competed 
in these events:  100 meters, 200 meters, 400 meters, 800 
meters, 3000 meters, 200-meter hurdles, 400-meter hurdles, 
4x100-meter relay, 1500 meters, 80-meter hurdles, 100-meter 
hurdles, 110-meter hurdles, long jump, high jump and shot 
put. 
   Coach Jackson is looking to host other meets in the future 
at the Complex and bring in well-known national Collegiate 
Track & Field programs to compete against the St. Augus-
tine’s Falcons. 
Steve Worthy Photos
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I Got This! 
COVID is unpredictable. I need to protect myself, my 
family, friends, and my community. So, I got my booster 
for extra protection against COVID’s worst outcomes and 
for powerful peace of mind. 

Paid for by the  
U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services.

Find COVID boosters near you at  vaccines.gov


